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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Department  of  Agriculture. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  March  8,  i8gS, 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representativee 
of  the  General  Assi^mbly  of  Pennsylvania: 
Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  the  following  con- 
current resolution  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  liere- 
wirh  Part  I,  ertitled  *'Diseayes  of  Poultry/' 

LEONARD  PEARSON. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives. 
March  1.  1897. 
Resolved  (If  the  Senate  concur),  That  there  shall  be  printed 
at  the  e«rHest  possible  date.  In  pamphlet  form,  fifteen  thousand 
copies  of  Bulletin  No.  17.  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
entitled  "The  Diseases  and  Enemies  of  Poultry,"  with  Fuch  ad- 
ditional matter  and  changres  as  the  authors  may  deem  nec- 
essary to  more  fully  explain  this  Imp-^rtant  subject;  five  thou- 
sand for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  ten  thousand  for  the  use  of 
the  present  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives:  Pro- 
vided. That  the  authors  shall  receive  no  extra  compensation  for 
preparing,  writlngr.  editing,  proof  reading,  revising  and  index- 
ing this  pamphlet. 

A.  D.  FETTEROLP. 
Resident  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  the  Senate,  March  2.  1897. 
The  foregoing  resolution  In  the  House  concurred  in. 

E.  W.  SMILiET. 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Senate. 

Approved— The  9th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1897. 

DANIEL  H.  HASTINGS. 
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PREFACE. 


This  report  on  the  Diseases  and  Enemies  of  Poult n 
is  written  in  answer  to  an  extensive  demand  for  infor 
mation  on  the  subject  of  which  it  treats.  While  a 
large  number  of  articles  on  diseases  of  poultry  may  be 
found  in  poultry  journals,  live  stock  papers  and  poul- 
try books,  there  has  been  no  recent  attempt  in  this 
country  to  produce  a  comprehensive,  popular  but  ac- 
curate description  of  the  diseases  of  fowls,  together 
with  the  means  to  be  employed  to  cure  and  prevent 
them. 

In  preparing  the  first  part  of  this  Bulletin,  the  Vet- 
erinarian has  made  free  use  of  all  of  the  works  on  dis- 
eases of  poultry  that  he  has  been  able  to  secure,  and  has 
drawn  upon  the  Enijlish,  French  and  Gennan  litera- 
ture. 

Special  acknowledgment  must  be  given  to  the  agri- 
cultural and  poultry  jiericwlicals,  to  the  following  au- 
thors: Ziirn.  Friedberger  and  Frohner,  Neumann,  Rail- 
liet,  Nocard  and  Ledainclie,  and  the  publications  of  the 
U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  by  Drs.  Salmon, 
S^mith,  Moore  and  Stiles. 

There  is  a  great  deal  to  learn  in  reference  to  these 
subjects,  and  a  promising  fteld  for  investigation  and  re- 
search is  oflFered.  It  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  numer- 
ous imperfectly  understood  diseases  of  poultry  nmy  be 
carefully  studied,  and  a  future  more  complete  report 
upon  this  subject  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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PARX  I. 

INTRODUCTION. 


IMPORTANCE   OF   THE    POULTRY    INDUSTRY. 


The  produc4ion  of  eggs  and  poultry  is  one  of  the 
most  importsmt  branches  of  agriculture.  To  those  who 
have  not  given  this  subject  especial  attention,  the  state- 
ment that  the  aioiual  poultry  products  of  the  United 
States  are  equal  in  value  to  the  wheat  crop,  may  ap- 
pear something  startling. 

According  to  a  recent  estimate  of  the  American  Agri- 
culturifirt,  based  on  the  last  census  and  on  an  extensive 
inquiry,  the  niiuiber  of  fowls  in  the  United  States  is 
about  383,000,000;  these  produce  1,141,000,000  dozen 
eggs  each  yi*ar,  and  the  value  of  both  amounts  to  |343,- 
000,000,00. 

Pennsylvania  is  one  of  the  leading  states  in  the  pro- 
duction of  poultry.  Acowding  to  the  same  authority, 
there  are  in  this  State  15,347,000  fowls  of  all  sorts- 
turkeys,  geese,  ducks  and  chickens — valued  at  |8,236,- 
000,  and  these  produce  68,818,000  dozen  eggs  each  year 
worth,  at  20  cents  per  dozen.  |13,763,f>00,  making  a 
total  value  for  j)Oultry  and  eggs  of  about  |22,000,- 
t>00.00. 

At  a  very  conservative  estimate,  one-tenth  of  the 
poultry,  young  and  old.  is  carried  away  by  disease  each 
year.     Hence  the  importance  of  this  subject  is  mani- 
fest. (9)     ^ 
1»"I 
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TREATMENT  OF  SICK  FOWLS. 


A  number  of  diflSculties  are  met  with  in  treating 
fowls  that  do  not  confront  the  veterinarian  or  live  stock 
owner  in  treating  moet  of  the  other  domestic  animals. 
Fowls  are  not  accustomed  to  being  handled.  They  are 
of  a  semi-wild  disposition,  so  that  when  it  becomes  nec- 
essary during  illness  to  examine  and  administer  medi- 
cine to  Iheni  they  are  apt  to  resist.  However,  fowls 
can  be  treated  as  successfully  as  any  other  animals, 
provided  they  receive  the  same  amount  of  aireful,  in- 
telligent attention. 

On  all  faions  where  poultry  is  kept  in  large  numbers 
it  is  advisable  to  have  a  small  building  or  room  fitted 
up  as  a  hospital  for  the  care  of  sick  and  disabled  birds. 
If  such  a  place  is  at  hand  it  will  be  possible  to  achieve 
much  better  results  than  when  attempts  are  made  to 
treat  fowls  in  the  buildings  where  their  companions 
are,  and  where  they  are  constantly  annoyed  by  them, 
or  than  can  be  reached  if  the  fowls  are  placed  in  a 
dirty  box  in  some  damp,  out  of  the  way  place,  under 
the  impression  that  anything  is  good  enough  for  a  sick 
chicken. 


CAUSES  OF  DISEASE. 


The  causes  of  diseases  of  poultry  are  various  and  at- 
tention is  directed  to  the  cause  of  each  one  treated  upon 
in  the  following.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  moet  cases 
diseases  are  avoidable,  that  they  result  from  misraan- 
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agement  in  the  wav  of  feeding,  housing  or  cleanliness. 
Some  of  them,  however,  are  contagions  and  cannot  be 
wholly  prevented  even  when  the  feeding  and  sanitarv 
conditions  are  of  the  best,  but  experience  teaches  that 
where  conditions  are  good  for  birds  they  are  bad  for 
disease  germs  and  vice  versa,  so  that  when  contagious 
diseases  prevail,  their  ravages  are  much  greater  among 
fowls  that  are  poorly  kept  than  among  those  that  are 
cared  for  properly. 

Contagious  diseases  and  parasites  are  usually  intro- 
duced by  new  fowls  brought  into  the  flock,  and  it  is 
worth  while,  especially  where  pure  bred  fowls  are 
grown,  to  place  all  new  acquisitions  in  qiMU'antine  away 
from  the  flock  for  a  few  days,  and  until  it  has  been 
shown  that  they  present  no  evidence  of  disease.  Great 
care  should  be  used,  also,  in  purchasing  only  from 
sound  stock  kept  under  favorable  conditions. 


SYMPTOMS  OF  DISEASE. 


Birds  show  disease  in  a  variety  of  ways,  but  in  most 
cases  if  the  afifection  is  at  all  severe,  they  become  list- 
less, sluggish,  torpid,  inclined  to  keep  away  from  their 
fellows,  they  are  apt  to  stand  with  the  head  drawn 
down,  the  wings  and  tail  pendant  and  feathers  ruffled. 
In  many  diseases,  diarrhoea  is  the  flrst  symptom,  and  in 
all  cases  of  diarrhoea .  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
droppings  for  the  purpose  of  n'oting  their  color  and 
whether  they  contain  worms  or  an  admixture  of  mucus 
or  blood.     Sometimes  loss  of  appetite  is  the  first  symp- 
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torn  of  disease,  sometimes  paleness  of  the  comb  and 
visible  membiunes.  In  the  skin  diseases,  the  first 
symptoms  appear  on  the  surface  and  consist  in  a  loss 
of  gloss  on  s</me  of  the  feathers  and  stiffness  and  brit- 
tleness  of  the  feathers,  and  sometimes  the  appearance 
of  naked  siK>ts. 

The  examination  of  the  thixxat  is  important  in  many 
cases  because  it  is  the  seat  of  two  common  and  very 
serious  afTe^ctions  of  domestic  fowls,  namely,  roup  and 
gapes.  In  examining  the  mouth  and  thoat  the  bill  can 
be  oi)ened  by  pressing  the  thumb  and  finger  on  the 
angle  at  either  side;  then  if  the  windinpe  is  pressed  upr 
ward  fi-om  the  neck,  the  larynx  can  be  forced  into  ttat 
back  of  the  mouth  and  examined  easily.  It  is  fre- 
quently of  advantage  to  have  an  assistant  hold  the  fowl 
while  the  examiner  carries  out  these  manipul^ations  and 
also  holds  the  tongue  down  by  beanng  upon  it  with  a 
wooden  toothpick  or  some  similar  small  object. 

The  temfKralure  of  the  fowl  is  rarely  measured,  be- 
cause fever  is  shown  by  symptoms  of  chilliness,  etc., 
but  it  is  well  to  know  tliat  the  nonual  temp^Mature  of 
tJie  domestic  fowls  varies  between  lOG  and  107.5  de- 
grees F.  This  is  considerably  higher  than  the  tempera 
ture  of  the  larger  animals.  If  it  becomes  desirable  to 
measure  the  temperature,  it  can  be  done  by  inserting 
}i  clinical  thermometer  into  the  cloaca.  It  should  pene- 
trate for  about  two  inches  and  remain  two  or  three 
minutes  before  it  is  withdrawn  and  read. 

Tlie  heart  beat  of  th(»  fowl  is  quite  rapid,  varying 
from  110  to  140  per  minute,  but  the  determination  of  its 
rapidity  is  of  little  importance  in  diagnosing  the  dis- 
ease of  fo\^ls,  because  when  they  are  grasp(Hl  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  bent,  it  becomes  so  rapid  that 
it  is  eometimes  almost  impossible  to  count  it,  running 
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up  in  many  cases  to  300  pulsations  per  minute.  The 
heart  beat  can  be  easily  felt  by  applying  the  fingers  to 
the  sides  of  the  chest  wall. 

The  rapidity  of  respiration  is  of  more  importance 
than  the  rapidity  of  the  heart  beat,  because  it  can  be 
deteonined  at  a  distance  from  the  fowl,  and  without 
anmoifing  it  and  thus  quickenini^  this  function.  T!ie 
normal  breathing  rate  of  the  fowl  at  rest  is  from  50  to 
00  respirations  per  minute.  In  diseases  of  the  breath- 
ing organs  and  obstructions  of  them  by  growths  or 
parasites,  the  respirations  become  quickened. 


POST  MORTEM  EXAMINATIONS. 


Very  often  it  is  nitt  jmssible  to  determine  the  char- 
acter of  a  disease  affecting  fowls  until  after  they  are 
dead,  and  as  many  of  the  poultry  diseases  are  eonta 
gious,  it  is  always  advisable  to  open  and  examine  every 
fowl  that  dies  in  the  flock.  This  may  enable  the  owner 
to  check  a  contagious  disease  in  its  indpiency  and  avoid 
great  loss.  But  in  any  case,  it  is  advisable  to  know 
what  fowls  die  from,  so  that  similar  occurrences  may 
be  recx>gnized  and  prevented  in  the  future.  The  ana- 
tomy of  the  fowl  cannot  be  described  at  this  time  for 
lack  of  space,  but  anyone  who  is  in  the  habit  of  opening 
and  cleaning  chickens,  knows  the  general  appearance 
of  the  healthy  organs,  will  usually  recognize  marked 
departures  from  the  normal. 

If  fowls  die  from  unknowTi  diseases,  and  particularly 
if  they  die  in  large  numbers  from  disease  that  seems  to 
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bt*  contagious,  information  in  regard  to  these  affections 
may  be  obtained  by  correspondence  with  the  State 
Veterinarian,  and  it  is  desir(-d  that  fowls  d3ing  from 
vague  diseases  shall  be  expressed  as  soon  ae  possible 
after  they  are  dead  to  the  Veterinary  Department  of 
the  Univerwty  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  They 
should  be  wrapped  in  cloth  and  heavy  i>aper,  packed  in 
stmw,  nailed  up  in  a  box  with  a  cake  of  ice  and  ex- 
presiied  as  promptly  as  possible.  A  letter  should 
always  be  forwarded  either  in  the  box  or  by  mail  ex- 
plaining the  general  sjjinptoms  and  characteristics  of 
the  d/iseaBe.     Such  shipments  may  be  made  C.  O.  D. 


THE  MEDICATION  OF  FOWLS. 


The  medication  of  individual  fowls  is  not  difficult, 
but  requires  care  €uad  patience.  There  are  several  forms 
in  which  medicines  may  be  administered.  Pills  can  be 
given  most  readily.  It  is  only  necessary  to  secure  the 
bird,  open  its  bill  and  drop  the  pill  into  the  back  of  the 
mouth,  then  close  the  bill  and  if  the  bird  resists,  hold 
it  together  until  the  pill  has  been  swallowed. 

Fluids  are  sometimes  administered  from  a  spoon,  but 
if  the  fowl  is  badly  frightened  this  may  be  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty.  The  best  way  is  to  introduce  a 
small  rubber  tube,  about  a  tlhird  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
into  the  mouth,  pass  it  into  the  oesophagus  and  down 
to  the  crop.  A  little  experience  will  enable  one  to  do 
this  quickly  and  without  discomfort  to  the  bird.  Fluid 
medicines  in  any  desirablt'  quantity  can  be  Introduced 
through  this  tube. 
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Pasty  mixtuiett  are  sometimes  given.  Medicines  are 
mixed  with  sticky  materials,  as  molasses,  honey,  etc., 
made  into  pasty  masses  and  placed  in  the  back  of  tke 
mouth  witli  a  *mall. wooden  paddle.  Flocks  can  be 
treated,  when  the  birds  will  eat,  by  mixing  medicines 
witii  the  food  or  dissolving  thc-m  in  water.  Sometimes 
powders  are  given  by  sprinkling  them  on  moist  grain. 
Chalk  is  frequently  given  in  this  way  to  birds  with 
diarrhoea  by  mixing  it  with  rice  that  has  been  moist- 
ened. It  thus  adheres  to  the  kernels  and  is  eaten  with- 
out reluctance. 

When  a  very  sick  fowl  is  under  treatment,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  give  small  doees  at  frequent  intervals  than  large 
dosefi  at  long  intervals,  for  in  this  way  the  action  of  the 
medicine  can  be  measured  more  accurately  and  the 
proper  dose  can  be  ascertained  by  trials.  Fowls  of 
different  breeds  and  different  sizes  and  ages  require 
different  doses.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  determine 
these  accurately,  but  the  judgment  of  the  poultry 
keeper  must  be  called  into  play  in  all  instances. 


IJISINFECTION. 


Disinfection  is  alluded  to  very  frequently  in  the  fol 
lowing  pages  and  is  often  of  the  grt^test  importance. 
Many  poultry  keepers  are  under  the  impression  that  it 
'fl  sufficient  to  scatter  strong  smelling  i>owder8  or  li- 
q.iids  about  the  coops  or  poultry  houses,  and  that  so 
long  as  the  odor  of  these  materials  is  in  the  air.  the 
pnjmises  are  undergoing  disinfection.     Nothing  could 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16 

be  more  iniBlcadmg  or  further  from  the  truth.*  Disiu* 
fection  is  practised  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  dis 
ease  producing  germs  and  disinfectants,  or  the  mate- 
rials used  for  disirfecting,  will  only  destroy  germs  that 
they  come  in  oop.tact  with.  It  is  perfectly  evident  that 
when  disinfectants  are  scattered  about  carelessly  they 
come  in  com  tact  with  a  verj-  small  fraction  of  the  entire 
surfaces  that  may  harbor  germs,  and  unless  all  of  these 
surfaces  are  covered  and  all  of  the  germs  reached  the 
diHinfectiom  is  apt  to  be  fruitless.  In  order  that  dis- 
infection may  be  carried  out  properly  it  is  essential, 
first  of  all,  to  remove  the  manure,  litter  and  rubbish  of 
all  >dnds.  This  should  be  mixed  with  lime  and  placed 
in  barrels,  or  it  should  be  spread  on  fields  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  the  poultry  runs  that  it  cannot  possibly 
contaminate  them.  However,  if  the  disease  is  a  viru- 
lent one  il  is  always  best  to  bum  manure  rather  than 
take  any  chances  with  it.  Then  the  interior  of  the 
building  should  be  thoroughly  swabbed  or  scrubbed 
out,  and  aften\ards  the  disinfectants  can  be  employed. 
Disinfectants  are  best  used  in  solution  because  they 
can  then  be  applied  more  evenly  and  perfectly.  They 
can  be  applied  with  a  ])rusli,  with  a  sprinkling  pot  or, 
best  of  all,  with  a  spray  pump,  such  as  is  used  for 
spraying  fruit  trees.  The  disinfcM^tants  to  be  employed 
in  special  cases  are  mentioned  hereafter  in  connection 
with  the  prevention  of  the  different  diseases.  White- 
wash is  always  a  good  disinfectant,  but  its  value  ran 
be  greatly  increased  for  this  purpose  by  adding  chloride 
of  lime  to  it,  one  pound  to  three  or  four  gallons,  or  car- 
bolic acid,  one  pint  to  the  bucketful. 
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CHAPTER  1. 


DISEAShS  OF  THE  SKIN. 


A.  Those  catised  by  parasites. 

1.  FLEAS. 


The  bird  flea,  known  as  PuUxavium,  is  a  very  small, 
brownish  insect.  It  has  six  legs  but  is  without  wings. 
Its  body  is  somewhat  elongated  and  flattened  from 
side  to  side.  This  little  parasite  is  exceedingly  annoy- 
ing to  poultry  and  especially  to  pigeons.  It  is  very 
active  and  lives  not  only  on  the  bird  but  also  on  the 
perches  and  in  the  nests  and  crevices  of  poultry  houses. 
By  its  constant  biting  it  keeps  fowls  awake  and  causes 
them  to  scratch  and  hop  about  so  that  their  rest  is 
disrturbed  and  eventually  they  become  thin  and  weak 
and  if  they  are  not  actually  killed  by  the  fleas,  which 
occurs  very  rarely,  tlu*y  are  so  harassed  that  they  are 
predisposed  to  other  diseases  and  in  this  way  the  flea 
may  be  an  indirect 
cause  of  death.  Pig- 
eons are  annoyed  by 
fle€i«  far  more  than 
other  poultry. 
The  remedv  is  to  al- 
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low  the  birds  a  dusting  x)lace  and  if  the  parasites  art* 
very  numerous  ii»feect  powder  or  sulphur  should  be 
mixed  with  the  dust  and  when  the  fowls  scratch  and 
burrow  in  this  powder  it  enters  the  spaces  between  the 
featJiers;  reaches  the  skin  and  so  obstructs  the  breath- 
ing openings  on  the  surface  of  the  flea  that  it  finds  the 
conditions  very  disagreeable  and  becomes  stupefied 
and  falls  off  or  goes  away. 
Or  insect  powder  can  be 
blowTi  by  means  of  a  powder 
gun  or  blower  between  the 
feathers  of  the  aflBioted  fowl. 
It  is  also  necessary  to  so 
treat  the  roosting  places, 
nests  and  poultry  houses 
that  the  fleas  will  be  either 
destpo^'ed  or  driven  away.  Because  if  this  is  not  done 
they  return  to  the  birds  as  soon  as  the  dust  is  shaken 
from  their  feathers.  Disinfection  can  be  accomplished 
by  spraying  the  interior  of  the  building  with  a  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  (one  part  to  twenty  parts  of 
water).  Or  a  kerosene  emulsion,  such  as  is  used  for 
spra\ing  fruit  trees,  can  be  employed  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 


HMAO  or  THB  CHIOKBH  FliBA. 

Thirtj  times  natural  ilxe. 


2.   LICE. 


Bird  lice  differ  considerably  from  the  ordinary  lice 
of  haired  animals.  They  do  not  suck  blood  as  those 
do  and  cannot,  for  they  are  provided  with  a  mouth 
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that  only  eiables  them  to  bite.  They  live  on  the 
crusts,  scales  and  dead  cells  that  gather  on  the  surface 
of  the  akin  and  that  ai'e  prevented  from  falling  off  by 
the  feathers. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  lice  belonging  to  four 
principal  geuera:  these  are  Ooniodes,  Ooniocotes,  Lip- 
ewrua  and  Menopen.  VNliile  these  p«i*asites  differ  con- 
siderably as  regards  their  shape  and  size  they  resem- 
ble ea-ch  other  very  closely  in  their  habits.  All  of 
them  are  very  small  insects,  from  1-100  to  1  H  inch 
long  and  their  bodies  are  plainly  divided  into  three 
pai'ts;  the  head  is  very  large  and  flat,  the  thorax,  or 
second  segment,  is  roundish  and  considerably  smaller 
than  the  head;  the  abdomen,  or 
most  posterior  segment,  is  long, 
oval  and  plump.  Their  color 
is  usually  grayish  or  yellowish, 
but  some  of  them  show  differ- 
ent shades  of  brown.  Although 
these  parasites  do  not  pene- 
trate the  skin  and  suck  the 
blood  as  fleas  do,  and  as  the 
lice  of- mammals  do,  they  cause 
a  great  deal  of  itching  and  an- 
noyance while  ci'awling  about 
over  the  surface  Jind  sometime®  chicken  louse. 
thev  bite  the  skin  and  in  that      Go«tod«8cfi«imOfe,maie. 

,     .      . ,     , .  One  of  the  most  common  va- 

way   occasion   much  irritation,    rietles.     20  times  natural  size. 

At  one  time  it  was  thought  that  lice  were  bred  by 
filth  and  that  they  generated  themselves,  as  it  were, 
in  dirty  places,  but  it  has  been  shown  that  this  is  not 
the  case  and  that  they  are  only  produced  by  like  para- 
site© and  have  the  property  of  reproducing  themselves 
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Chicken  Louse. 
(Jonificates  Qiga*^  female. 
Ten  times  natural  size. 


with  gi'eat  rapidity.  It  haa 
been  estimated  that  the  third 
generation  springing  from  a 
single  individual  may  reach 
the  enonnous  number  of  125,- 
000  within  twelve  weeks. 

While  it  is  true  that  ne- 
glect, dirt,  filth,  etc.,  favor  the 
growth  and  propagation  of 
lice,  it  should  always  be  re- 
membered that  they  cannot 
apj)eair  in  the  poultry  yard 
unless  they  are  brought  in  by 
an  infested  fowl  or  by  a  cage 
that  a  fowl  has  been  in  or 
.<*onie  other  object  that  an  in- 
fested fowl  has  been  in  contact  with.  Hut  fowls  are 
interchanged  so  frequently  and  fowls  of  different 
owners  come  in  contact  in  so  many  way^  at  iK>ultry 
shows,  in  markets,  etc.,  that  it  is  not  at  all  difficult  for 
a  yard  that  was  pieviously  free  from  these  parasites  to 
become  infested  when  least  suspected. 

These  parasites  occasion  as  much  loss  as  any  disease 
that  fowls  are  subject  to.  While  they  alone  do  not 
often  kill  birds,  in  many  cases  they  so  annoy  them  h\ 
their  constant  imtation  that  they  prevent  slec^p  and 
rest  so  that  fowls  and  especially  young  ones  do  not 
grow  and  thrive  as  they  should,  and  becnime  thin  and 
delicate.  In  this  condition  they  do  not  produc<»  eggs 
nor  are  they  good  for  food,  and  so  long  as  th<\v  con- 
tinue to  remain  badly  infested  with  lice  they  are  ab- 
solutely unppoducti\ne  and  wortihless. 

The  conditions  that  are  most  favorable  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  lice  have  already  been  mentioned  briefly. 
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Attention  should  also  be  called  to  the  fact  that  poultrv 
houses  that  are  dark  and  damp  furnish  ver>*  favorable 
places  for  the  growth  of  these  insects.  Then,  also, 
fowls  that  are  poor  in  condi- 
tion are  more  apt  to  be  in- 
fested Avith  lice  than  thoee 
that  are  in  good  condition, 
healthy  and  sturdj^'.  It  has 
been  noticed  frequently  that 
where  there  are  a  number  of 
fijfwls  in  an  infested  pen 
tbose  that  are  least  rugged 
harbor  the  most  lice.  The 
probable  reaison  fos-  this  is 
that  fowls  in  poor  condition 
have    a    somewhat    <)rv    and 

,  .   ,  '      .  ,  Cbickkn  Locsk. 

scurfy     skin     which     provides       Gomoeaa  h'iooaeier^maAe. 

Forty  times  natural  size. 

more  hiding  places  and  more  food  for  lice  than  the 
smorith,  pliable  skin  of  the  perfectly  healthy  bird. 
When  fowls  are  afflicted  in  this  way  it  can  be  noticed 
that  they  are  une-asy  and  restless,  they  are  constantly 
pecking  at  different  parts  of  the  body  and  scratching 
and  shaking  themselves.  They  also  have  an  inclina- 
tion to  dust  themselves  and  when  caught  and  ex- 
amined the  lice  can  frequently  be  seen,  when  the  feath- 
ers are  spread  apart,  and  especially  about  the  head 
and  neck,  where  they  cannot  be  reached  by  the  bill  of 
the  animal,  beneath  the  wings  and  sometimes  on  all 
parts  of  the  body.  They  may  also  be  found  in  many 
cases,  if  a  careful  search  is  made,  in  the  nests,  on  the 
perches  and  in  cracks  and  out-of-the-way  places  at  any 
point  in  the  building. 

In  attempting  to  destroy  lice  it  is  necessary  not  only 
to  treat  the  fowl  bnt  also  the  premises  occupied  by  it. 
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because  if  we  simply  destroy  those 
tliat  are  on  the  bird  they  will  return 
again  from  the  surroundings  just  slb 
fleas  do.  In  treating  an  animal  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  lice  two 
methods  may  be  employed.  We  may 
use  substances  that  will  poison  the 
lice  outiTight  or  we  may  use  sub- 
stances that  are  not  poisonous  in 
themselves  but  which  destroy  lice  by 
obstructing  the  pores  on  the  surface 
of  the  insect  and  thus  shutting  off  its 
supply  o(f  air  and  suffocating  it.  The 
latter  plan  is  preferable  in  the  case 
of  young  and  weak  birds.  Little  chick- 
ens but  a  few  days  old  frequently  '^"*  ^^u^*^*"^ 
acquire  lice  from  their  mothers  or  LipeurmtariabHis, 
their  surroundings  and  are  sometimes  annoyed  ser- 
iously by  them.  In  these  cases  it  is  advisable  to  apply 
a  small  quantity  of  bland  oil,  such  as  sweet  oil  or  oot- 
ton-seed  oil,  to  the  chicken's  head  and  perhaps  to  the 
sides  of  the  neck  if  the  parasites  are  very  numerous,  or 
lard  may  be  used  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  case  of 
older  fowls  sulphur  ointment  is  a  very  efficient  remedy. 
It  should  be  applied  in  small  quantity  about  the  head, 
sides  of  the  neck,  beneath  the  wings  and  around  the 
vent.  Or  insect  powder  (pyrethrum)  may  be  blown  be- 
tweent  the  feathers  and  this  will  destroy  or  drive  away 
the  lice.  If  the  fowl  is  to  be  liberated  immediately  af- 
ter the  powder  is  applied  it  is  well  to  first  dampen  the 
feathers  so  that  it  will  not  be  at  once  shaken  off.  A 
dust  bath  should  always  be  provided,  and  this  goes  a 
very  long  way  toward  keeping  fowls  free  from  all  sorts 
of  skin  parasites.  It  is  frequently  advisable  to  add  in- 
sect powder  or  sulphur  to  the  dust. 
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Neiiniann  records  a  case 
where  a  farmer  took  the  plaster 
fi*om  a  building  that  was  being 
torn  down  and  threw  it  into  the 
road  so  that  it  might  be  thor- 
oughly pulverized  by  passing  ''V* 
wagons.  This  powdered  plaster 
was  thrown  into  a  poultry  house 
infested  with  lice  and  a  dust 
bath  was  made  of  it,  with  the  re 
suit  that  the  lice  disappeared 
completelv  within  a  short  time,  thb  palb  chickbn  louse. 

.        ,,     *      -        ^  .1.         Menopen  pallidum,  female. 

Another  plan  for  removing  lice  probably  the  moet  common 

i«     to     place     the     body     of     the^*^®*^-    » timet  natural  bIm. 

fowl  in  a  box  provided  with  an  opening  through 
which  the  head  can  project.  The  box  is  then  filled 
with  snl]>hur  fumes  which  destroy  the  lice  very 
quickly.  A  wash  of  very  weak  carbolic  acid  solution 
or  of  weak  creolin  solution  has  also  been  recommended 
for  this  purpose,  but  it  is  not  well  to  dampen  the  fowl 
if  it  can  be  avoided  because  they  are  so  very  prone  to 
take  cold. 

The  destruction  of  the  lice  in  the  poultry  house  ne- 
cessitates the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  building.  The 
movable  fixtures  should  be  removed,  the  walls  should 
be  thoroughly  swabbed  or  washed  down,  the  floor 
should  be  scrai>ed  and  scrubbed  and  then  the  entire  in- 
terior sfhould  be  whitewashed  with  a  withwash  to 
which  chloride  of  lime  (one  pound  to  four  gallons)  has 
been  added.  Or  prior  to  the  whitewashing  the  inter- 
ior of  the  building  may  be  sprayed  with  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  (one  p«rt  to  twenty  of  water)  or  fumi- 
gated by  burning  sulphur  after  all  of  the  cracks  and 
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crevices  have  been  carefully  closied.  Kerosene  eniul 
sion  is  also  highly  eflieient  as  a  spray  for  the  interior 
of  an  infested  poultry  house.  The  perches  and  nests 
should  be  scrubbed  with  a  strong  solution  of  washing 
soda  or  lye  or  scalded  with  hot  water.  If  this  treat- 
ment is  carried  out  and  if  the  poultry  house  is  white- 
washed two  or  three  times  a  year  there  wiil  be  little 
trouble  in  keeping  the  fowls  free  from  lice. 


3.  MITES  AND  TICKS. 


These  parasites  are  usually,  though  improperly,  de- 
scribed as  lice.  They  are  exceedingly  annoying  to  all 
kinds  of  poultry  and  sometimes  cause  such  loss  of  con- 
dition that  lice  are  suspected  but  none  can  be  found. 

TUK  COMMON  POULTRY  MITE,  the  Dermanysaus 
gallincBy  is  a  small,  oblong  parasite,  about  1-32  of  an 
inch  long  and  1-70  of  an  inch  broad.  It  it  provided 
with  eight  legs  and  each  foot  has  two  claws. 

The  abdomen  is- surrounded  by  short  bristlee.  The 
color  is  yellowish  or  brownish,  but  when  the  animal 
is  full  of  blood  it  becomes  dark  brown  or  dull  red. 
The  back  sometimes  ?9hows  little  white  spots.  This 
parasite  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  known.  It  af- 
fects all  varieties  of  domestic  fov^is  and  sometimes 
when  present  in  large  numbers  passes  to  other  ani- 
mals, cattle,  dogs,  cats,  horses  and  sometimes  to  peo- 
ple. One  of  the  striking  peculiarities  in  regard  to  it 
is  that  it  d0€«  most  of  its  work  at  night.     Upon  the  ap- 
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proac-h  of  day  it  leaves  its  victim  and  retires  to  a  dark, 
SiH-luded  spot.  A  space  beiiearti  tlie  end  of  the  peicli 
or  under  tlie  nest  or  between  the  ci*acks  of  the  floor 


»  Thb  Rsd  Poultry  Mitb. 
Demianyantf  gciUina—  Female— SO.timetlDatural  size. 

or  walls  may  sometimes  contain  a  large  number  of 
thesi^  parasites,  both  male  and  female,  together  with 
a  (luantity  of  eggs  and  young.  They-  multiply  so  raj)- 
idly  that  after  a  few  have  been  introduced  into  the 
IK)ultry  house  it  may  become  overrun  within  a  few 
weeks.  This  mite  is  very  resistant  and  difiBcult  to  de- 
stroy. Some  of  them  have  been  preserved  alive  with- 
out food  for  more  than  a  year. 

In  contradistinction  to  the  habit  of  the  bird  lice,  this 
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parasite  sucks  the  blood  of  its  victim  and  one  of  them 
may  remove  quite  an  appreciable  quantity.  It  is  es- 
pecially hard  on  young  chickens  and  turkeys  and  on 
setting  hens.  In  the  former  case,  by  preventing  rest 
at  night  and  by  removing  blood  from  the  weak  and 
growing  bird,  it  produces  weakness  and  sometimes 
death.  In  the  latter  case,  by  constantly  disturbing  the 
setting  hen  during  the  night  when  she  should  have  per- 
fect rest,  the  annoyance  may  be  so  great  that  she  will 
be  imx)elled  to  leave  the  nest  and  allow  the  eggs  to  be- 
come chilled  or  in  her  endeaver  to  relieve  herself  of 
the  parasites,  the  eggs  may  be  broken.  The  remedies 
to  be  employed  to  destroy  these  parasites  are  similar 
to  those  employed  for  destroying  bird  lice.  But  in 
this  ease  the  disinfection  and  cleansing  of  the  sur- 
roundings are  of  even  gi'eater  importance.  Special 
I>ains  should  be  employed  to  introduce  whatever  dis- 
infecting solution  is  used  into  all  cracks  and  spaces 
where  these  parasites  might  lodge.  Carbolic  acid  so- 
lution (1  to  20)  especiall  valuable  for  this  purpose,  and 
if  a  good  ti^atment  of  t]fe  building  with  it  is  followed 
by  the  application  of  whitewash  the  insets  can  be 
thoroughly  eradicated. 

The  HIRD  T1(>K  (Argaa  fnarginaius)  is  in  some 
respects  similar  to  the  parasite  above  described.  It 
is  confined  to  pigeons.  It  is  of  an  oval  shape,  of  a 
Iwownish  color,  and  its  head  is  located  beneath  tht? 
body.  It  socks  the  blood  from  its  victim  and  some- 
times occures  in  such  large  numbers  that  it  destroys 
pigeons  in  two  weeks,  producing  death  from  exhaus- 
tion. It  is  found  most  frequently  about  the  neck  and 
beneath  the  breast,  but  it  may  also  appear  on  other 
parts  of  the  body.  Sometimes  it  passes  to  those  who 
have  to  handle  infested  pigeons,  and  In  these  cases  it 
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mav  cause  by  its  bite  a  very  painful  itchinjr  spot  that 
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will  remain  sore  for  several  days.  When  these  para- 
sites are  found  adherent  to  the  skin  of  the  pigeon,  they 
should  be  covered  with  oil  or  with  benzine.  This  ena- 
bles one  to  pull  them  off  witliout  leaving  th-e  head  in 
the  skin.  If  the  head  is  broken  off  a  sore  place  re- 
sults. Tlie  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  the  pigeon 
house  is  of  the  greatest   importance  and  should   be- 
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carried  out  in  the  most  thoraugh  manner.  The  inte- 
rior should  be  thoroughly  scraped  and  scrubbed  and 
fhen  fumigated  or  sprayed  and  whitewashed. 


4.  MANGE. 


Mange  of  birds  is  of  two  kinds:  That  affecting  the 
feathered  part»  of  the  body  and  that  affecting  the  legs 
and  feet.  Of  the  first  kind  there  are  two  •  principal 
varieties,  which  have  sucii  pit>minent  characteristics 
that  they  can  usually  be  distinguished  without  diffi- 
culty. Mange  of  the  legs  and  feet  is  considered  on 
page  83,  in  connection  with  the  diseases  of  the  legs 
and  feet.  Forturately,  mange  of  poultry  is  not  com- 
mon in  this  country,  but  as  we  are  constantly  import- 
ing fowls  of  all  descriptions  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  c^orstantly  interchanging  them,  the  disease 
may  be  Introduced  into  any  locality  at  any  time,  and 
it  is  therefore  important  that  it  should  be  undei*stood 
so  that  its  ravages  may  be  checked  before  extensive  in 
jury  ha8  been  occasioned. 


MANGE  OF  THE  BODY. 


Tlie  first  variety  of  body  man^^e  is  caused  by  an  ex- 
ceedingly small  parasite  known  ixs  JBpidermopUr  bilo- 
bcUus.      The  first  indication  of  this  disease  is  the  ap- 
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l>earance  of  a  bare  spot  about  the  neck  or  on  the  head. 
The  feathers  becowe  dry  and  brittle  and  either  break 
off  or  fall  ont.  Then  the  skin  becomes  covered  with 
yellowiali  scales  which  gradually  increase  in  thickness 
as  the  disease  advances  until  they  sometimes  reach  a 
thickness  of  an  eighth  of  an  inch.     When  old,  these 
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fiTpictormoptes  hWo\)al\i»y  Female  -160  tlmee  actual  size. 

scales  are  grayisli  and  have  the  appearance  of  thick 
scabs.  If  they  are  pulled  off  it  is  found  that  the  skin 
beneath  is  red  and  bleeds  easily.  As  a  rule  these 
areas  do  not  itcJi,  but  sometimes  they  do,  and  then  the 
bird  scratches  them  vigorously.  After  becoming  es- 
tablished about  the  head  and  neck  the  disease  may 
spread  to  the  body  and  sometimes  covers  a  very  large 
surface.  The  symptoms  of  this  affection  resemble 
those  of  favus  so  closely  that  it  has  been  thought  by 
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some  that  tlie  disease  is  in  fact  pixxluced  bv  a  vege- 
table parasite,  but  as  yet 
this  has  not  been  proven. 
The  other  variety  of 
body  maiijj^e  is  wiused  by 
a  paras.ite  known  as 
Sarcoptea      Icevis.  Of 

late  }Teai"ai  ,it  has  been 
(■ommon  in  Europe,  and 
has  i^revailed  especially 
dnnn^  the  '  spring  and 
summer.  It  may  begin 
on  any  part  of  the  body 
and  usually  spreads  un- 
til the  entire  skin  is  af- 
fected. When  it  has 
reached  this  stage  the 
whole  body  is  bare  and 
the  only  feathers  that  re- 
main ai'e  a  few  in 


The  Parasite  or  One  Form  of  Body 

—  Mawqe  or  Fowls. 

Eindtrmoptes  ?>i7ofeo<ii8,  male- 150  times 

actual  size. 

the  tail  and  some    in    the 


in  tiie  wings. 
The  skin  is  healthy  in  appearance,  wdth  the  exception 
that  it  is  devoid  of  covering.  It  is  smooth,  flexible 
and  n'orm^il  in  color.  ITiere  is  no  itching  and  the  gen- 
eral health  of  the  fowl  is  usually  good,  although  some- 
times, after  having  been  afflicted  for  a  long  time  it  may 
become  thin  and  giadually  waste  away.  When  feath- 
ers are  pulled  out  on  the  border  of  the  diseased  area 
it  is  noticed  that  the  lower  end  of  the  sheath  is  covered 
with  scaly  layers  and  the  parasite  can  usually  be  dis- 
covered among  them. 

SchaelTer  has  recently  reported  a  case  where  this 
disease  appeared  among  a  flock  of  70  hens  and  nearly 
all  of  them  lost  all  of  their  feathei's,  with  the  exception 
of  those  in   the  wings  and   tail.     The  parasite  could 
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easily  b(»  found  by  pulling  out  a  feather  and  examin 
in^  its  base.     Thesi*  fowls  had  b<vn  kept  in  dirty  pens 


Tbb  Parasitb  or  Onk  Form  or]BoDT— Manob  or  Fowl& 
Sarcoptt8  ktvis^  male— 200  timee  natunU  size, 

and  were  also  afllicled  with  mange  of  the  legs.  The 
pens  were  re-arranged  and  cleaned  and  the  fowls  were 
sprinkled  twice  a  w^eek  with  a  weak  solution  of  creolin 
poured  on  to  them  from  a  watering  pot,  with  the  result 
that  in  about  four  months  they  had  recovered  and 
feathered  out  again. 

The  treatment  to  be  employed  in  these  cases  is  first 
of  all  to  isolate  the  afflicted  fowls.  Then  disinfect 
the  premises  that  they  have  occupied,  and  afterward 
give  them  individual  treatment  if  they  are  worth  it. 
The  local  treatment  consists  in  the  application  to  the 
diseased  skin  of  remedies  that  will  destroy  the  para- 
site producing  the  disease.     One  of  the  best  applica- 
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tioQH  for  this  purpose  is  a  solution  of  bal^iiuiu  of  Pea-u 
in  alcohol  (1  part  to  5).  This  caai  be  applied  with  a 
sponge  or  soft  brush,  and  s'bould  reach  not  only  the 
diseased  area  but  the  healthy  skin  for  a  distance  of 
about  an  inch  on  all  sides.  Another  efficient  applica- 
tion is  sulphur  ointmen-t,  or  a  solution  of  creolin  (1 
part  to  50)  may  be  used,  but  should  be  applied  lightly 
and  not  rubbed  in,  because  if  applieil  too  freely  or 
energetically  it  may  poison  the  fowl. 


r).  PR01H)Z()A. 


Hamyaid  fowls,  turkeys,  and  especially  pigeons,  are 
sometimes  attacked  by  a  peculiar  wart-like  growth 
that  appeairs  about  the  head,  the  bas<^  o-f  the  beak,  the 
eyelids  and  tlio  orifices  of  the  nose,  and  sometimes 
spreads  to  the  base  of  the  wings  and  the  general  sur- 
face of  the  body.  These  growths  are  yellow  and 
smooth  and  i-esemble  the  warts  that  frequently  appear 
on  the  hands.  They  are  contagious,  spreading  from 
one  bird  t(j  another,  usually  slowly,  but  sometimes 
with  considerable  rapidity,  and  are  caused  by  a  minute 
animal  parasite  'belonging  to  the  Protozoa, 

That  these  growths  are  contagious  has  been  fre- 
quently proven  by  experimentation.  One  of  them  can 
be  removed  and  a  small  ]>ortion  of  it  rubbed  over  the 
soarifled  skin  of  a  healthy  fowl.  Within  eight  or  ten 
days  tlifc  surface  will  show  a  [KHTeptible  elevation  at 
tlie  point  of  inoculation,  and  a  few  days  later  the  new 
warty  growth  will  be  plainly  developed.     These  warts 
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are  not  destructive  to  the  pigeon  unle<S6  they  are  very 
numerous,  or  occur  so  jtlentifnily  about  the  eyes  and 
nose  as  to  obstruct  these  openings,  or  spread  from  the 


PitoTOzoA^IrBOM  ▲  Fowls  Intbstinb. 
Cocddium  perft/rans, 
a.  b.  cocoidia  extracted  from  the  epithelial  ceUs  of  the  intestine,  and  rep- 
reeeotinir  the  first  phases  of  development;  c.  encysted  cocoidium,  found 
free  in  the  intestine ;  d.  adult  ooooidium  encysted  m  an  enlarged  and  de- 
formed epithelial  oelL 

comers  of  the  beak  into  the  mouth.  If  they  are  num- 
erous in  these  localities  they  cause  serious  inconven- 
ience, the  bird  becomes  thin  and  weak  and  finally  die«. 
The  English  poulterei^s  sometimes  refer  to  this  disease 
as  a  pox  of  the  chicken  but  this  designation  is  very 
misleading  because  fowls  do  not  suffer  from  pox  in  the 
sense  that  maniirdls  do. 

The  remedy  for  these  warts  is  to  remove  all  infected 
birds  from  the  pigt-on  loft,  renew  the  nests,  clean  the 
interior  and  treat  the  individual  by  burning  the  wart 
out  with  a  hot  iron  or  apply  tincture  of  iodine  or  tur- 
pentine. Creolin  is  also  efficient,  but  it  is  necessary 
that  the  top  of  the  growth  should  be  sliced  off  before 
the  creolin  is  applied,  then  by  placing  a  drop  on  the 
end  of  the  wart  and  renewing  the  application  evei^ 
three  or  four  days  as  long  as  necessary,  the  condition 
may  be  peimanently  Ciii-ed.  Tincture  of  iodine  con- 
stitutes bv  far  the  best  remedv. 
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(>.  PAVUS. 


In  some  respects  lliis  disease  resembles  manjjje.  It 
is,  however,  prodiictHl  by  an  entirely  diffeivnt  parasite, 
and  on  close  exan^ination  it  can  be  seen  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  skin  is  different  from  that  which  exists  in 
mange.  The  parasite 
of  faviis  is  a  vegetable 
growth,  known  as  Acho- 
rion  aeharleinii. 

Favus  usually  com- 
mences about  the  comb, 
head  and  neck.  It  causes 
the  feathers  to  become 
brittle  and  break  off  and 
fall  out,  and  when  these 
are  examined  closely  it 
is  seen  that  their  interior 
is  filled  with  scales  and 
with  branching  threads 
resembling  minute  roots. 
Tliese  are  the  filaments 
of  the  vegetable  parasite  ^^^^ 

or     fungus.     Wlien     the  ^^^  gknbramzkd  favus. 

comb  is  involved,  it  becomes  swollen,  its  surface  be- 
comes scaly,  whitish  and  powderly.  Tlie  eyelids  are 
frequently  affected,  and  in  some  rare  cases  the  feath- 
ered surfaces  are  involved  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
bird  becomes  almost  naked.  Upon  the  skin  there  de- 
velopfi  a  thick  yellowish  or  grayish  crust  or  scab  in  the 
form  of  rather  small,  roundish  disks,  depressed  at  the 
centre.    The  odor  of  the  diseased  bird  is  peculiar  and 


AND  Nkck  or  A  Fowl  ArrscTSD 


Digitized  by 


Google 


35 

disagreeable  and  resembles  that  of  a  mouldy  or  musty 
grain  bin.  It  becomes  tliin,  weak,  exhausttKi,  and  un- 
less relieved  it  dies. 

If  a  small  portion  of  a  crust  or  the  contents  of  a 
feather  growing  on  the  diseased  skin  is  moistened  with 
a  weak  solution  of  acetic  acid  and  placed  under  the 
microscope  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  made  up  of  cells 


Thm  Achorion  Scltonlein  or  the  Favds  of  Poultry. 
Eiffht  hundred  timee  natural  size;  tv,  empty  tubes;  tp,  tubes  cootaloioff 
protoplasm  and  spores;  s,  isolated  spores. 

from  the  skin  among  which  thn^ad-like  branching  fila- 
ments penetrate  in  all  directions.  There  are  also  nu- 
merous little  round  iKKlies  which  are  the  spores  or 
seeds  of  the  parasitic  plants.  Favus  is  contagious 
and  spreads  from  one  animal  to  another.  It  is  more 
apt  to  affect  animals  that  are  in  poor  health  and  weak 
than  those  which  are  hearty  and  strong.  It  is  also 
more  apt  to  start  at  a  point  where  the  skin  is  broken 
than  where  it  is  intact.     There  are  numei'ous  observa- 
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tions  on  record  which  seem  to  indicate  that  favus  may 
be  communicated  from  fowls  to  man  and  it  is  impor 
taut  therefore  that  birds  in  this  condition  should  be 
handled  very  carefully. 

The  diseased  fowls  should  in  all  cases  be  removed 
fpoan  the  flock  as  soon  as  this  malady  is  recognized. 
Then  they  may  be  treated  by  applying  oil  or  glycerine 
to  soften  the  scab,  and  when  this  has  been  removed  an 
application  of  creolin  (1  part  to  water  30  parts),  or  car- 
bolic acid  (1  part  to  water  100  parts),  should  be  used^ 
or  the  surface  may  be  painted  with  tincture  of  iodine, 
or  an  ointment  composed  of  benzine,  1  part,  and  soft 
soap,  20  parts,  may  be  applied  and  thoroughly  rubbed 
in. 


B.  Those  not  caused  by  parasites. 

1.  IRRITATION  OF  THE  SKIN. 


It  sometimes  happens  that  when  fowls  are  exposed 
to  cold  rain«  or  to  draughts  while  they  are  wet  or  to  an 
accidental  application  of  irritant  drugs,  such  as  car- 
bolic acid,  kerosene  or  similar  substances,  sometimes 
used  for  the  purpose  of  killing  lice,  that  the  skin  be- 
comes irritated  and  red.  The  redness  may  continue 
for  several  days  and  some  feathers  may  drop  from 
the  affected  i>arts.  This  condition  is  not  very  serious, 
and  can  easily  be  remedied  by  applying  mild  ointments 
such  as  the  oxide  of  zinc  ointment  or  cosmoline.  Tlie 
removal  of  the  cause  is  uanally  sufficient  to  efl'ect  a 
cui'e. 
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2.  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  SKIN. 


The  causes  of  the  pre^dous  affection  when  unuBuallv 
severe,  or  Avhen  they  continue  to  act  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  produce  not  only  the  mild  condition  above 
described,  but  also  an  inflammation  of  the  skin  that 
is  mrore  or  kss  intense.  A  similar  condition  may  re- 
sult from  the  accumulation  around  the  posterior  por- 
tion of  the  body.  In  cold  weather  these  accumulations 
altemateh'  thaw  and  freeze  and  pull  upon  the  feath- 
ers they  are  attached  to,  thus  leading  to  an  inflamma 
Hon  of  the  adjacent  skin  that  can  be  recognized  by  red- 
ness, swelling,  tenderness  to  pressure  and  discharge 
from  the  surface. 

The  remedy  consists  in  cleansing  the  skin  by  the  usr 
of  9oap  and  water,  cutting  off  the  feathers  if  necessary, 
and  then  applying  the  ointment  above  mentioned. 


3.  DISTURHED  MOULTING. 


During  the  spring  while  fowls  are  shedding  their 
feathers  they  are  in  a  delicate  condition  and  are  more 
apt  to  become  diseased  uj)on  exposure  to  deleterious 
influeu'ces  than  at  any  other  time.  Their  tenderness 
and  loes  of  vitality  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  lose 
their  spirits  and  activity  to  some  extent.  Their  ap- 
petites are  somewhat  capricious,  jind  the  production 
of  eggs  falls  off  very  greatly.    If  the  loss  of  condition 
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at  this  time  is  ud usually  great,  or  if  the  fowl  is  poorly 
nourished  or  weakened  from  any  cause,  moulting  is 
retarded  and  the  old  feathers  remain  in  the  plumage, 
giving  the  fowl  an  unkempt,  faded,  weatlier-beaten  ap- 
pearance. This  result  is  frequently  dependent  upon 
improper  feeding  at  this  critical  time. 

To  achieve  the  best  results,  fowls  must  always  be 
fed  carefully  and  their  rations  should  be  as  nearly  bal- 
anced as  possible.  During  the  moulting  sea£K)n  espec- 
ial care  is  neccessary,  and  the  food  should  be  more 
nitrogepous  than  at  other  times.  Unless  fowls  have 
the  matei-ial  in  them  and  in  their  food  for  the  produc- 
tion of  new  feathers  the  old  ones  will  not  be  shed.  In 
order  that  unusually  nutritious  food  may  be 
thoix>ughly  digested  it  is  necessary  that  the  fowls 
8h>uld  have  free  exercis^e  in  the  open  air,  but  they 
should  also  be  protected  from  bad  weather,  from 
cold  rains  and  when  deliaite  should  be  housed  early 
in  the  evening.  A  diet  containing  meat,  either  raw  or 
cooked,  and  bones,  is  appropriate  for  moulting  fowls, 
and  it  is  als<»  well  to  give  some  stimulating  food,  such 
as  chopped  onions  or  garlic,  or  a  small  quantity  of 
pepper.  Som(»  of  the  English  poulterers  recommend 
stale  bread  soaked  in  ale  for  valuable  fowls  during 
the  moulting  season,  and  the  Douglas  mixture  is  also 
in  high  repute  an.ong  them.  This  mixture  is  made 
by  dissolving  1  oz.  of  sulphuric  acid  and  half  a  pound 
of  sulphate  of  iron  in  two  gallons  of  water.  One  or 
two  tablespoorsful  of  this  solution  are  placed  in 
each  pint  of  the  drinking  water,  and  the  effect  is  that 
of  a  gentle  tonic.  One  should  always  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  poultry  house  dur- 
ing the  moulting  season,  because  if  lice  or  mite$4  are 
present  then  they  will  do  more  harm  than  at  other 
times. 
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4.  OBSTRUCTION   OF  THE   RUMP  GLAND. 


There  is  a  gland  at  the  point  of  the  rump  that  se- 
cretes an  oily  substance  that  tends  to  keep  the  feath- 
ers in  this  region  oily  and  sleek.  This  gland  is  the 
larg,?st  of  the  superficial  glands  of  the  body  and  some- 
times the  orifioe  through  which  it  discharges  its  secre- 
tion become*  obstructed.  Then  the  region  of  the 
gland  swells  and  becomes  painful.  It  may  swell  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  reaches  the  size  of  a  walnut. 
This  causes  considerable  pain,  the  afflicted  fowl  be- 
comes sluggisih  and  generally  indisposed  and  when  it 
is  caught  and  examined  the  local  swelling  can  be 
readily  disoovered. 

If  the  gland  cannot  be  emptied  by  gentle  pressure  a. 
small  incision  should  be  made  into  it  with  a  sharp 
knife  and  its  contents  removed.  If,  however,  the  con- 
dition has  existed  for  a  long  time,  the  gland  may  fill 
with  a  thick,  ehc-esy-like  material  that  cannot  be 
Squeezed  out.  It  then  becomes  necessary  to  make  a 
scMiiewhat  larger  opening  and  sooop  the  substance  out 
with  the  handle  of  a  small  sjKwn  or  some  similar  ob- 
ject. Then  Ihe  cavity  should  be  washed  out  bv  in- 
jecting into  it  a  very  weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid 
(1  part  of  carbolic  acid  to  200  of  water),  or  a  solution 
of  boracic  acid  (15  grs.  to  the  ounce).  To  prevent  the 
parts  from  becoming  hard  while  healing  an  ap]>lica- 
tion  of  oil  or  cosmoline  should  be  made. 
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CHAPTER  U. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BREATHING 
ORGANS. 


A. — Those  caused  by  parasiUs. 
1.  GAPES. 


Gapes  UDdoubtedly  destroy  more  young  chickenn 
than  any  other  disease.  Tt  is  a  disease  caused  by  a 
small  woiiii  that  occupies  the  upper  air  pas«age6.  This 
worm  \\  as  fli«t  discovered  near  Baltimore  by  Wiesen- 
thal  in  1799.  SiBce  then  it  has  been  desciibed  by  nu- 
merous zoologists  and  is  at  present  found  in  all  parts 
of  this  country  and  Kui'ope.     All  of  the  domestic  fowls 


Gapb  WoB]f.~5viKK»mu8erac7k«aIl9. 
Natural  size  and  flye  times  natural  size. 

are  attacked  by  it  and  some  of  the  semi-wild  birds. 
In  Europe  it  causes  great  loss  among  the  pheasants. 
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The  worDi  is  known  as  Syngamous  ircuAealia,  is  of  a 
reddish  color  and  the  female  is  about  ome^half  to  three- 
fourthis  of  an  inch  long,  while  the  male  is  about  one- 
fifth  of  an  inch  long.  The  male  is  constantly  attadhed 
to  the  female,  the  funnel-shapped  lower  end  surround- 
ing a  pore  on  the  side  of  the  female  a  little  less  than 
one-third  of  the  distance  from  its  head.  On  account 
of  this  peculiar  uiiion  a  gape-worm  is  sometimes  de- 
scribed as  a  '*branch-worm"  and  on  account  of  its  color 
it  is  in  »ome  places  known  a«  the  "red-worm.*^  The 
head  is  broad  and  flat  and  arranged  for  sucking.  This 
•iisc-like  head  is  placed  against  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  wind-pipe  at  any  point  between 
the  month  and  the  bronchial  tubes. 
Sometimes  there  are  as  many  as  30 
or  40  worms  in  a  single  fowl,  but 
usually  not  so  many.  Three  or  four 
of  thi-m  suffice  to  destroy  a  young 
ihick  but  a  greater  number  are  nec- 
essary- to  destroy  an  adult. 

When  the  worms  are  coughed  out 
other  fowls  eat  them  greedily  and  in 
this  way  they  become  infected  in 
turn,  because  the  mature  females 
are  full  of  eggs.  It  has  been  shown 
by  experiment  that  after  birds  are 
fed  upon  worms  containing  eggs 
they  may  develop  gapes  within  two 
to  three  weeks.  Another  and  per- 
haps the  principal  way  in  which  the 
disease  is  spread  is  through  the 
agency  of  earth-worms.  Many  of 
the  eggs  of  the  gape-worm  when  APAiaorGAPBWoRMP 
thrown  out  on  the  ground  gain  ac    :?;™of"wind  pip^e.^ 
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ceas  to  the  icterior  of  the  earth-womi,  then  when  th*» 
earth-worm  is  eaten  by  a  chicken  young  gape-worms 
develop  fpc^m  these  eggs  and  the  chicken  becomes  dis- 
eased. Some  of  the  gape-worms  are  x)artially  coughed 
up  and  then  shallowed  by  the  fowl;  the  eggs  in  them 
pa.S8  through  the  digestive  tract  and  are  voided  with 
the  faeces  so  that  in  this  way,  also,  the  soil  of  the 
barn-yard  or  the  water  may  become  contaminated. 

The  symptome  of  gapes  are  very  easy  to  recognize. 
Tlie  afflicted  fowl  has  difficulty  in  breathing;  it  opens 
its  mouth  frequettly  and  gaps,  or  gasps  for  breath. 
This  manrer  of  opening  the  mouth  is  the  characteiis- 
tic  from  which  the  disease  derives  its  name.  'Riere 
is  some  coughing  accompanied  by  the  expulsion  of 
frothy  slime.  Boraietimes  the  mature  worms  are 
coughed  out.  The  afflicted  bird  loses  its  spirits,  it 
stands  about  with  the  feathers  rufWed  and  head  down, 
at  intervals  opening  its  mouth  as  though  gasping  for 
air.  If  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease an  examination  of  the  throat  should  be  made. 
This  is  done  by  catching  the  bird  and  holding  the 
mouth  open  by  pressing  with  the  thumb  and  finger  on 
each  side  of  the  beak.  This  forces  the  mouth  open  and 
exposes  the  throat.  Then  by  introducing  a  small  ob- 
ject to  depress  the  longuo  the  larynx  may  be  exposed 
and  the  ii»terior  examined.  Pressure  upon  the  larynx 
from  below  will  force  it  up  into  plainer  ^iew.  Death 
results  in  some  cases  quickly,  from  suffocation,  and  in 
other  ciises  slowly,  from  exhaustion  and  secondary  dis 
eases.  When  this  disease  appears  in  a  flock,  the 
afflicted  fowls  should  at  once  be  removed  in  order  to 
prevent  the  distribution  of  the  parasite.  The  worms 
can  frequently  be  removed  from  the  wind  pipe  by  in- 
troducing a  loop  made  by  doubling  a  horse-hair.     This 
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when  introduced  and  turned  around  dislodges  the 
worms  and  draws  them  out.  Or,  a  feather  fromi  whioh 
all  of  the  barbs  have  been  removed  with  the  exception 
of  those  at  the  point,  may  be  used  for  the  same  purpose. 
Some  recommend  a  timothy  head  from  which  the  seeds 
have  been  remo\Td  by  rolling  between  the  hands  or 
by  shaking,  but  this  is  so  large  that  it  is  difficult  to 
use  it  except  in  mature  fowls.  For  chickens,  the  pro- 
jections on  the  lower  part 
of  the  timiothy  head  may 
be  removed  and  only  those 
on  the  tip  allowed  to  re- 
main. This  appliance  has 
the  advantage  over  the 
horse  hair  and  feather 
that  its  siharp  spines  or 
hooks  are  more  likely  to 
adhere  to  the  worm  and 
permit  its  removal.  Some- 
times oil  or  turpentine  are 
applied  to  these  various  in- 
struments before  they  are 
introduced  into  the  wind- 
pipe. It  is  advised  in  some 
cases  to  c-ause  the  diseased 
fowls  to  inhale  the  smoke 
of  tobacco.  This  is  done 
by  placing  them  in  a 
closed  box  and  blowing 
smoke  into  it  from  a  pipe. 
The  worms  are  in  this  way 
stupefied  but  unless  care  is 

iiopH    'th^A    fr^wla    will     nian     'I'Hie  Wind  Pjpb  or   a    Pbbasant, 

usea  Tne  rowis  win    aJSO^j^Qp^^Loj^^^j^^^j^j^j^^^  3^^^^^^* 
be   stupified   and    perhaps®^"  ^<>«»*8  attached  to  its  in- 
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suffoctated.  'Ho\\ever,  the  fowl  can  stand  more  to- 
bacco smoke  than  the  worm  ;8o  that  after  its  release 
from  the  box  it  usually  coughs  up  the  weakened  para- 
sites. Powdered  lime  is  also  used  for  removing  the 
gape  worm  by  dusting  it  in  such  a  way  that  the  fowl 
is  caused  to  inhale  some  of  the  fine  particles.  Some 
times  the  fo\^  Is  are  placed  in  a  box  over  which  a  sheet 
of  muslin  is  spread  and  lime  is  sifted  through  this 
maslin  top  and  the  fowl  is  obliged  to  inhale  the  dust. 
This  procedure  is  somewhat  dangerous  unless  great 
care  is  exercised,  and  cannot  be  very  highly  recom- 
mended. 

In  the  way  of  internal  treatment,  camphor,  asafoet- 
ida  and  garlic  are  all  of  value.  Campjior  should  be 
given  in  pills  of  about  one  grain  each.  Asafoetida 
should  be  given  in  one  grain  pills  and  garlic  should  be 
chopx>ed  in  fine  pieces  and  fed  with  the  food. 

The  treatment  of  the  soil  over  whicli  the  infected 
fowls  roamed  is  of  great  importance  and  especially  if 
they  were  kept  in  confined  spaces.  By  treating  the 
soil  with  lime  and  spading  or  ploughing  it  up  fre- 
quently the  eggs  of  the  gape-worm  may  be  destroyed. 
Or  the  ground  may  be  thoroughly  soaked  with  a  solu- 
tion of  sulphuric  acid  (one  part  to  one  hundred).  Tlie 
water  troughs  and  fc»eding  places  should  all  be  thor- 
oughly cleansed  and  disinfected  wilh  coperas  solution 
(one  pound  to  tw^o  gallons  of  water).  Ttie  bodies  of 
the  dead  fowls  should  be  buried  deeply  at  a  distance 
from  the  barn-yard,  or  burned. 
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2.   DISEASES  OF  THE  AIR  PASSAGES  OAI^SEI) 
HY  MITES. 


There  is  a  minute  parasite  similar  to  the  parasite 
of  mange  that  infests  the  air  passages  and  specially 
the  windpipe,  the  bmnchial  tubes  and  the  large  air 
(Spaces  in  the  chest.  It  is  known  as  Cytodties  nudus. 
Sometimes  these  parasites  penetrate  beyond  the  air 
sacs  and  reach  the  air  spaces  in  the  bones.  When 
present  in  large  numbers,  they  cause  an  inflammation 
of  the  parts  they  infest,  but  when  present  in  small 


Thb  Air-bao  Mitb  of  Fowls. 
CutodU€a  nudus,  one  hundred  times  natural  size. 

numbers  they  seem  to  produce  no  disturbance.  The 
disease  produced  by  them  in  the  bronchial  tubes  is  of 
the  nature  of  a  broaichitis  of  a  severe  type  and  some- 
times there  is  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  or  pneumonia, 
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as  well.  These  conditions  are  indicated  bj  diflBcult 
and  rapid  breathing  and,  Zurn  says,  by  a  peculiar  tone 
that  is  similar  to  that  produced  by  fowls  when  a  for- 
eign body  eLters  the  windpipe.  Otherwise  the  birds 
seem  lively  and  have  a  fairly  good  appetite.  It  is  only 
when  these  parasites  are  present  in  enormous  num- 
bers that  the  disease  they  produce  is  sufficiently  severe 
as  to  cause  death. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  is  no^  at  all  ^tisfac- 
tory,  so  that  it  is  cheaper  in  the  end  to  destroy  the 
afflicted  fowls  than  to  attempt  to  cure  them.  Upon 
opening  a  bird  that  has  died  of  this  disease  the  para- 
sites can  be  seen  in  great  abundance  in  the  parts  men- 
tioned. 

If  treatment  is  attempted  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor 
of  tar  or  of  burning  sulphur  is  as  promising  as  any- 
thing. 


3.  PNEUMONIA  CAUSED  BY  MOULDS. 


Several  varieties  of  the  common  moulds  that  grow  so 
plentifully  in  dark,  damp  places  have  be-en  known  to 
enter  the  air  passages  of  fowls,  penetrate  to  the  lungs 
and  grow  there,  causing  a  fatal  pneumonia.  The 
moulds  that  have  been  discovered  in  this  locality  are 
of  three  varieties  of  Aspergillus  and  one  of  Mucor.  It 
is  probable  that  they  enter  the  lungs  in  the  form  of 
dust,  because  their  spores  are  exceedingly  small  and 
could  readily  pass  into  the  lungs  in  this  way.  Then, 
if  they  find  the  conditions  there  favorable  to  their 
growth  they  multiply  and  cause  little  sjHyts  of  disease 
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wherever  they  ^ow.  Sometimes  they  spread  out  over 
the  lining:  membrane  of  the  air  tubes  and  rause  a 
diffuse  inflammation  and  thickening  that  somewhat 
resembles  the  change  that  takes  place  in  diphtheria. 
In  the  lungs,  the  growths  are  chaiMicterized  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  little  round  nodules,  where  the  tissue  dies 
and  becomes  yellowish  and  of  the  consistency  of 
cheese.  In  old  cases,  these  spots  sometimes  become 
loaded  with  lime  salts  and  then  they  are  hard  and  even 
stony.  The  principal  symptom  is  difficult  breathing. 
The  respiratory  movements  are  rapid  and  accompanied 
b>-  a  hoarse  sound.  The  appetite  is  diminished,  the 
spirits  are  depressed,  the  bird  is  disinclined  to  move, 
its  feathers  become  ruffled,  it  loses  flesh  rather  rapidly 
and  towards  the  end  develops  a  diarrhoea  that  hastens 
it  tb  its  fatal  termination.  The  entire  course  of  the 
dfi^ease  is  rather  long  and  usually  covers  several  weeks. 

Treatment  in  these  cases  is  not  to  be  recommended 
because  the  outlook  for  recovery  is  poor.  However,  if 
anything  is  done  the  best  results  can  be  obtained  by 
causing  the  bird  to  inhale  the  vax)or  of  iodine.  This 
plan  of  ti'eatraent  is  carried  out  by  mixing  equal  parts 
of  tincture  of  iodine  and  hot  water.  The  steam  as  it 
rises  carries  the  iodine  vapor  and  by  holding  the  vessel 
beneath  the  bii-d's  head  it  is  obliged  to  inhale  this 
medicine.  Iodide  of  potash  may  be  administered  in- 
ternally in  doses  of  one  to  two  grains  twice  daily. 

It  is  far  better,  hoAvever,  to  prevent  the  disease  than 
to  allow  it  to  develop  and  then  attempt  to  cure  it. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  moulds  occur  principally 
in  damp,  dark  places,  it  will  be  seen  that  good  drain- 
age, ventilation  ard  light  will  prevent  their  growth 
and  thns  ward  off  the  disease.  Disinfection  and  white- 
washing are  also  of  the  highest  value  in  this  direction. 
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B.  Thx>8e  not  caused  by  parasites. 
I.  CATARKH  OF  TJlE  NAKAL  PAS8AGEB.    **PIP;' 


All  sorts  of  fowls,  and  especially  the  young,  take 
cold  easily  when  exposed  in  damp  places.  An  earth 
door  in  the  poultry  house,  particulai'ly  if  it  is  poorly 
drained,  is  a  fruitful  source  of  colds.  Poorly  con- 
structed buildings  with  cracks  in  the  walls  or  broken 
window  pares,  pennitting  a  draught  to  blow  through 
and  strike  the  fowls  while  roosting  at  night,  is  a  com- 
mon cause  of  cold. 

0<lds  are  itcognized  by  tbe  well-known  symptoms  of 
discharge  fiom  the  nose,  sometimes  also  from  the 
mouth,  swelling  of  the  eyelids,  depression  of  spirits, 
shown  by  disinclination  to  move  about  actively, 
marked  loss  of  appetite,  inclination  to  stand  in  a  warm, 
bright  place,  with  the  head  drawn  down  and  feathers 
ruffled,  and,  if  the  fowl  is  a  laving  hen,  cessation  of  e^g 
[production.  Since  the  nasal  passage  is  stopped  up  the 
fow  1  breaths  more  or  less  through  the  mouth,  and  this 
may  lead  to  dryness  and  hardening  of  the  tip  of  the 
tongue.  This  condition  is  often  described  by  poulter- 
ers as  *^pip,"  and  especially  when  young  chickens  are 
affected. 

The  treatment  is  simple  and  consists  first  of  all  in 
bettering  the  conditions  to  which  the  fowls  are  sub- 
jected, and  thus  removing  the  cause  of  the  disease. 
Holes  in  the  roof  and  sides  of  the  buildings  should  be 
patched,  broken  window  panes  replaced,  and  if  it  is  not 
]>ossible  to  keep  the  floor  of  the  poultry  house  dry  at 
all  times  it  should  be  removed  to  another  location. 
The  fowl  should  be  placed  in  a  warm,  dry  coop,  where 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49 

the  sun  can  shine  in  freely,  supplied  with  small  quan- 
tities of  tempting  food  and  clean  water  in  clean  ves 
sels,  to  ^hich  may  be  added  a  small  amount  of  ehloi*ate 
of  potash  (15  pT«.  to  the  pint).  A  little  onion  on*  gar- 
lie  in  the  food  is  also  of  advantage.  If  the  discharge 
from  the  nis<^  collects  about  the  orifices  and  obstructs 
them,  or  if  the  eyelids  are  swelled  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  cannot  be  opened,  the  collection  of  matter 
should  be  removed  by  means  of  a  sponge  or  soft  cloth 
moistened  with  wiinn  water. 


2.  LARYNGITIS    AND    BRONCHITI8.       SORE 
THROAT. 


If  the  cold  is  of  an  especially  severe  type,  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  the  exposure  to  which  the  fowl  was 
subjected  was  intense  or  of  long  standing,  or  if  the 
fowl  is  young  or  of  a  naturally  weak  constitution,  the 
membranes  of  the  air  passage  may  be^oome  afflicted 
with  catarrh  that  reaches  beyond  the  head  into  the 
throat,  and  into  the  branching  bronchial  tubes  that 
penetrate  the  lur.gs.  In  these  cases,  the  discharge 
frcwn  the  nose  is  m<>re  profuse,  the  depression  of  the 
fowl's  spirits  is  greater,  there  is  considerable  difficulty 
in  breathing,  and  in  severe  cases  the  bird  may  gasp  for 
breath  very  much  as  though  its  windpii>e  were  ob- 
structed by  gape  worms. 

The  general  treatment  in  these  cases  is  the  same  as 
for  pip,  but  more  attention  should  be  devoted  to  the 
fowl  because  it  is  in  a  more  serious  condition.  In 
4-1 
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place  of  cljluratt*  of  potavh  in  tin*  driukiug  water  it  is 
better  in  these  severe  canes  to  add  siiiaii  quantities  of 
baking  sodfti  (bicarbonate  of  soda)  and  Glauber's  salt 
(1  drachm  to  each  pint).  It  is  also  of  advantage  to 
give  small  doses  of  m\  ammoniac  (1  grain)  mixed  with 
honey. 

Since  roup,  a  very  contagious  disease  of  fowls,  com- 
mences in  a  similar  way,  it  is  very  important  to  imme- 
diately remove  from  the  flock  all  birds  showing  the 
sympiome  described  above,  because  if  it  should  prove 
that  they  were  aflBicted  with  roup  the  extension  of  the 
disease  might  in  this  way  be  prevented. 


3.  LUNG   FEVER  OR  PNEUMONIA. 


If  the  exiK)sure  to  which  a  fowl  is  subjected  is  of  an 
unusually  severe  character,  it  may  result  that  the  bird 
will  develop  inflammation  of  the  lungs  or  pneumonia. 
Symptoms  of  this  very  severe  affection  are  at  first  sim- 
ilar to  those  of  the  twx)  preceding  diseases,  but  they 
rapidly  become  worse,  and  within  a  short  time  the 
patient  evirees  great  diflficulty  in  breathing.  It  loses 
all  ambition  and  sense  of  fear,  remains  stubbornly  in 
i>ne  place  and  when  caught  and  examined  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  muscles  in  the  lower  part  of  the  body, 
those  of  the  abdomen,  contract  and  expand  with  each 
respiration  and  in  this  way  assist  the  muscles  of  the 
cJieert  to  expel  and  renew  the  air  in  the  diseased  lungs. 
Pressure  on  the  sides  of  the  bird  will  cause  considera- 
ble pain.     If  the  fowl  dies,  and  unfortunately  most  of 
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ttiein  do  when  afflicted  with  pneumonia^  it  will  be 
foand  that  the  lungs  are  very  red  and  full  of  blood, 
and  portions  of  them  when  cut  off  and  placed  in  a 
vessel  of  water  will  sink  instead  of  floating  as  pieces 
of  healthy  or  slightly  diseased  lungs  do.  The  air  tubes 
are  filled  with  a  .yellowish  or  reddish  frothy  fluid 
which  in  some  eases  is  expelled  in  small  quantities 
during  life. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  is  not  profitable,  be- 
cause so  few  of  them  recover.  If,  however,  one  wishes 
to  treat  aii  especially  valuable  fowl,  and  will  consent 
to  devote  the  time  and  care  to  the  case  that  it  requires, 
good  results  may  follow. 

Half  a  teaspooT.ful  of  whiskey  in  a  little  warm 
water,  together  with  from  2  to  3  grains  of  saltpetre 
and  ammonium  carbonate  may  be  adtninistered  at  in- 
tervals of  fnin  three  to  four  hours.  It  is  also  well  to 
cause  the  fowl  to  inhale  fumes  of  burning  sulphur,  but 
this  vapor  should  not  be  administered  in  a  concen- 
trated form.  The  fowl  must  be  kept  in  a  warm,  dry 
place. 
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CHAPTER  III 


DISEASES  OF  THE  DIGESTIVE  OR 

GANS. 


A.  Those  caused  by  parasites. 

There  are  a  great  itiany  parasites  tiiat  iufest  the  di- 
^e^tive  organs  of  fowls.  8onie  of  these  are  of  but  lit- 
tle moment,  because  they  occur  in  amall  numbers  and 
do  but  little  harm;  while  others  are  of  the  greatest 
consequence  because  they  are  sometimes  exceedingly 
numerous  and  seriously  alTect  the  health  of  the  af- 
flicted bird  or  cause  death.  The  number  of  parasites 
that  somt times  infest  fowls  without  producing  appre- 
ciable effects  is  almost  incredible;  while  in  other  cases 
a  much  smaller  number  of  parasites  of  the  same 
species  may  not  only  cause  great  inconvenience  but 
uiay  destroy  the  life  of  the  infested  bird.  So  it  is  evi- 
dent that  tlu^  effects  of  piirasites  depend  not  only  upon 
the  number  and  activity  of  the  parasites  themselves, 
but  also  upon  the  strenjrth  and  resisting  powers  of  the 
bird  affected 

Usually,  the  nun.ber  of  fowls  in  a  floi'k  that  harbor 
parasites  of  the  sauie  kind  is  considerable.  So  that 
when  one  of  a  flock  is  killed  by  parasites,  and  the  cause 
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of  death  is  discloBed  by  a  dissection  of  the  bird,  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  other  fowls  that  present  the  symp- 
toms shown  by  the  dead  one,  suffer  from  the  presence 
of  the  same  kind  of  parasite. 

Of  all  varieties  of  poultry,  guinea,  fowls  and  pea 
fowls  are  least  subject  to  the  ravages  of  parasites.  Of 
the  other  varieties,  those  that  live  on  dry  land  seem  to 
be  more  troubled  with  parasites  than  those  that  swim 
in  ihe  water,  as  ducks  and  geese. 


1.  TAFE\V0RMS-4JEH'r01)ES. 


A  tapeworm  is  a  i-ow  of  more  or  less  distinct  organ- 
isms joined  together  in  the  form  of  a  band  or  tape. 
At  one  end  there  is  a  somewhat  conical  or  globulai* 
segment  supplied,  at  its  free  end,  with  four  suckers, 
and  in  the  center  between  these  with  a  crown  of 
thorns.  This  segment  is  usually  termed  the  head  of 
the  tapeworm,  but  in  reality  it  is  not  a  head  for  the 
tapeworm  has  and  requires  no  head.  It  has  no  mouth, 
no  eyes,  no  nervous  system,  no  intestinal  canal.  It 
derives  its  nou>rishment  from  the  fluids  surrounding 
it  by  absorbing  them  through  its  outer  skin.  The  first 
segment,  popularly  tenned  the  head,  is  known  in  scien- 
tific language  as  the  Sootex^  and  its  function  is  to  at- 
tach itself  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines  by 
its  suckers  and  iKoks,  and  by  a  process  of  division  de- 
velop tapeworm  joints  from  its  other  extremity. 
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The  sej^inents  close  to  the  scolex  are 
small    and    immature,   fuil/her   away 
they  are  larger  and  more  developed, 
at  the  end  of  the  chain  they  are  ma- 
ture or  rli>e.    The  ripe  segments  are  ► 
detached  from  time  to  time  and  pass  ? 
into  the  contents    of    the    intestinal  * 
caral    and    escape    from     the     bodyg 
with  the  faeces.     These  mature   seg-  * 
ments  are  provided    with    contractile  J^ 
fibres  in  their  walls  and  are  able  to  | 
move    about.      They      contain    eggs.  ^ 
Their  life  outside   of   the   animal    in  ^ 
which  they  are  developed  is  short,  and  | 
when  they  die   and    break    open    the  | 
eggfl  escape.    If  these  fall  in  a  damp  | 
place,  they  retain  their  vitality  and  | 
X>ower  to  mature  for  a  long  time,  in  § 
some  cases  many  months.  | 

A  remarkable  and  interesting  fact$ 
in  connection  with  the  life  history  of  | 
the  tapeworm  is  that  the  eggs  will  not 
develop  into  mature  worms  in  the 
body  of  an  animal  belon^ng  to  the 
species  of  the  one  in  which  they  were 
produced.  It  is  necessary  that  they  should  first  enter 
the  body  of  an  animal  of  a  different  species  and  there 
develop  into  embryos,  which  i)as8  through  the  walls 
of  the  intestinal  canal  and  penetrate  to  distant  parts 
of  the  body.  There  the  embryos  remain  in  a  some- 
what more  advanced  state  of  development  until  their 
host  dies  and  is  consumed  by  an  animal  belonging  to 
fhe  species  of  the  onginal  host. 

This  can  be  illustrated  by  briefly  describing  the  life 
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histoi'}'  of  one  of  the  coiimiou  tapewofnis  of  man 
{Tcenia  aoleum)  usually  called  the  **poiU  tai)e^vorm." 
The  eggs  from  the  mature  tapeworm  of  this  species 
pass  from  the  body  of  a  person  harboring  it  and  some 
of  them  are  consumed  by  srwine.  They  hatch  out  in 
the  stomach  or  intestines  of  the  swine,  penetrate  the 
intestinal  walls  and  reach  the  muscular  portion  of  the 
animal.  There,  they  constitue  the  so-oalled  '^bladder 
worm"  or  "measles"  of  pork. 
The  hog  is  slaughtered  and  if 
its  flesh  is  eaten  raw  or  imper- 
fectly cooked,  the  consumer  s 
swallows  the  living  parasites  8 
which  develop  in  the  intestinal  S 
canal  into  mature  tapeworme.  o 
In  the  same  way  it  is  neces-  ► 
sary  for  the  tapeworms  of  fowls  o 
to  pass  through  the  body  of  an  ^ 
intermediate  host  before  theyg 
can  re-appear  as  tapeworms  in  g 
fowls.  It  has  been  shown  byg 
definite  experiments  and  numer-  § 
ous  observations  that  the  inter-  o 
mediate  hosts  in  some  cases  are  ° 
small   animals  such   as    snails,  9 

J  CD 

molluscs,  worms  and  insects  § 
and  it  seems  probable  that  these  ^ 
animals  are  the  intermediate  g 
hosts  for  bird  tapeworms  in  all  ^ 
cases.  § 

A  single  tapeworm  in  the  in-  * 
testinal  canal  of  a  fowl  may  do 
no  harm.     But    when   they   are 
numerous  symptoms  of  disease  appear.    One  of  the 
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first  effects  is  the  irritation  of  the  membrane  lining 
the  digestive  tract.  This  produces  diarrhoea  and  may 
lead  to  loss  of  llesh.  Znm  has  observed  that  fowls  af- 
flicted with  tapeworms  have  an  unusual  thir&t  and  an 
especial  liking  for  cold  water  of  which  they  drink  large 
quantities  and  he  claims  that  this  symptom  should 
always  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  In  time,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  continued  irritation  of  the  intestinal  canal 
and  the  fact  that  much  of  the  nourishment  that  it  con- 
tains is  diverted  to  the  worm  and  lost  to  the  fowl,  the 
bird  becomes  weak  and  thin.  Its  droppings  are  fre- 
quently mixed  with  mucus  and  sometimes  with  blood. 
A  close  examination  of  them  sometimes  reveal  seg- 
ments of  the  tapeworm  and  a  careful  microscopic  exam- 
ination may  reveal  eggs  in  large  or  small  quantities. 
Sometimes  the  tapeworms  indirectly  produce  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  nerTOus  system  that  is  characterized  by  fits. 

If  the  afflicted  fowl  dies,  it  will  be  found  that  its 
organs  are  pale  and  contain  but  little  blood.  If  the 
intestinal  caral  is  opened  the  tapeworms  can  be  dis- 
covered hanging  by  their  thin  ends  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, with  the  rest  of  the  body  floating  in  the  canal. 
It  is  easiest  to  discover  the  worms  when  the  intestine 
is  opened  with  a  pair  of  scis$*ors  while  it  is  held  below 
Uie  surface  of  \^arm  water. 

Illinger  lias  described  an  outbreak  of  tapeworm  dis- 
ease  among  geese  that  was  so  extensive  that  it  be- 
came almost  impossible  to  raise  these  fowls  in  a  cer- 
tain district.  When  the  goslings  reached  the  age  of 
ten  or  twelve  weeks  they  would  commence  to  become 
thin,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  their  appetites  con- 
tinued good,  and  finally  they  would  develop  epilepti- 
form fits  and  severe  diarrhoea  and  shortly  thereafter 
would  die.  Death  usually  occurred  within  two  weeks 
after  the  appearance  of   the  first   symptoms.    Upon 
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dissecting  these  birds^  tapeworms  {Tcenia  lanoolcUa) 
were  found  in  the  intestines  in  great  nuiuln^rs. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  fowls  afflicted  with  tape- 
worms, a  large  number  of  remedies  are  recommended 
and  used  with  more  or  less  profit. 

One  of  the  standard  remedies  among  European  poul- 
terers is  powdered  bark  of  the  pomegranate  root,  of 
which  one  teaspoonful  is  apportioned  for  the  feed  of 
e<aeh  fifty  chickens.  Powdei'ed  areca  nut  may  also  be 
used  in  doses  of  from  thirty  to  forty  grains,  mixed 
with  butter  to  form  a  pill.  This  quantity  should  be 
administered  to  each  bird,  but  it  is  not  a  good  remedy 
for  turkeys.  Dr.  Stiles  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry haB  recently  experimented  with  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine as  a  remedy  for  fowls  and  finds  that  the  larg- 
c»st  safe  dose  is  about  one  tablespoomful.  This  remedy 
is  very  useful  for  the  purpose  of  removing  parasites  of 
all  kinds  from  the  intestinal  canal  of  most  of  the  do- 
mestic animals  and  it  is  altogether  probable  that  it 
will  prove  of  considerable  value  In  treating  fowls  with 
tapeworm.  It  sfbould  be  followed  by  an  equal  quantity 
of  castor  oil.  As  with  most  other  diseases  of  poultry 
it  is  very  much  better  to  prevent  than  to  attempt  to 
cure,  and  knowing  what  we  do  with  reference  to  the 
development  and  life  history  of  tapeworms,  it  is  quite 
possible,  in  nost  cases,  to  avoid  their  effects. 

To  prevent  tapeworm  disease  among  fowls  it  is  im- 
portant, first  of  all,  to  keep  no  birds  in  the  flmrk  that 
are  supposed  to  be  infested  by  tapeworms.  It  is  also 
imi>ortant  that  fowls  should  not  be  allo^'ed  to  roam 
where  other  fowls  are  known  to  have  contracted  or 
carried  tht^je  parasites.  Especial  attention  should  be 
devoted  to  the  removal  of  droppings  of  fowls  that  may 
possibly  be  infested  and  these  droppings  should  either 
be  destroyed  or  treated  in  such  a  manner  that  the  tape- 
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worm  eggs  iE  them  may  be  killed.  This  can  be  done 
by  disinfecting  them  with  a  strong  solution  of  carbolir 
acid,  quicklime,  or  as  Dr.  Stiles  suggests,  by  keeping 
them  in  a  dry  place  for  several  months  or  through  the 
winter,  for  it  is  probable  that  they  can  not  withstand 
this  treatment. 

If  fowls  are  raised  on  fresh  uncontaminated  land 
there  is  but  little  danger  that  they  will  become  in- 
fected. 

Dr.  V.  A.  Moore,  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
has  recently  called  attention  to  a  peculiar  disease  of 
chickens  that  is  characterized  by  the  development  of 
small  nodules  in  the  walls  of  the  intestine.  These 
nodules  w  ere  about  a  sixth  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and 
quite  hard.  When  opened  it  is  found  that  the  larger 
ones  contain  greenteh  pus.  These  nodules  were  pro- 
duced by  a  small  tapeworm  recognized  as  Diwainm  iet- 
ragcna.  This  dis  \a5e  has  been  recognized  in  fowls 
from  the  District  >f  Columbia,  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia  but  has  n<  )t  as  yet  been  discovered  among  the 
poultry  of  Pennsylvania.    It  is  quite  destructive. 


2.  SUCKING   WORMS— TREMATODES. 


These  wonn«  are  of  an  oval  shape,  have  rather 
plump  bodies  and  are  provided  on  their  ventral  sur- 
faces with  suckers  by  means  of  which  they  attach 
themjselves  to  the  part  they  are  in  contact  with. 

There  are  several  species  that  infest  the  domestic 
fowl  but  it  is  not  known  that  any  of  them  are  very  prev- 
iilent  or  very  destructive  in  this  country.  Their  mode 
of  development  is  similar  to  that  of  tapeworms;  that 
is,  it  is  necessary  for  the  embryo  to  pass  through  an 
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intennediatc  host,  as  ji  worm,  before  it  eau  develop 
into  a  mature  parasite  in  the  body  of  the  fowl.  The 
9jiiiptoim«  occa8i<Mied  by  these  parasites  are  similar  to 
those  produced  by  tapcnvorms  but  are  of  a  less  violent 
and  serious  character. 

The  remedies  and  means  of  prevention   are  prac- 
tically the  same. 


3.  ROUND   WORMS— NE^L\TODES. 


The  round  worms  are  elongated  and  usually  quite 
slender  parasites,  mostly  of  a  whitish  color  and  are 
provided  with  a  mouth  and  digestive  canal.  When 
present  at  all  liiey  are  apt  to  exist  in  considerable  num- 
bers, and  sometimes  occur  in  vast  quantities.  There 
is  one  form  of  round  worms  known  as  Trichosoma  con- 
tortum^  a  little  white  worm  from  one-half  to  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  long,  that  has  been  found  beneath 
the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  oesophagus  and  crop. 
Sometimes  a&  many  as  thirty  of  these  worms  have  been 
found  in  the  oesophagus  in  a  single  bird.  They  inter- 
fere seriously  with  the  passage  of  food  through  this 
tube,  affect  the  digestion  and  appetite  and  cause  wast- 
ing and  weakness.  At  length,  the  oesophagus  be- 
comes engorged  with  food,  it  cannot  contract  or  pass 
its  contents  along  and  the  animal  dies  within  a  few 
days. 

Some  species  of  round  worms  collect  in  the  intestine 
in  great  numbei^s,  in  fact,  as  many  as  five  hundred  have 
been  removed  from  the  body  of  a  single  fowl.  By  their 
presence  they  occasion  a  good  deal  of  irritation  of  the 
digestive  tract, intref ere  with  nutrition, cause  diarrhoea 
and  weaki.ess  and  death.  Sometimes  the  disease 
eaus(*d  by  these  parasites  follows  a  long  course  and 
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does  not  terminate  fatally  for  a  number  of  weeks  or 
perhai>s  not  at  all.  In  other  eases,  deatli  results  \evy 
quickly.  The  terrcination  depends  upon  the  strength 
of  the  fowl  and  the  number  and  variety  of  the  worms. 
If  the  worms  are  present  in  sufficient  numbers  to  en- 
tire occlude  the  intestine,  death  is  produced  very 
quickly. 

Another  species  of  round  wonn,  Heterdkia  maculosa, 
has  occasiored  great  loss  among  birds.  This  worm  is 
white,  cylindrical  and 
pointed  at  each  end ;  the 
male  is  about  an  inch 
long  and  the  female  one 
and  a  quarter  inches. 
Sometimes  several  hun- 
dren  of  them  are  found 
in  the  intestine  of  a  sin- 
gle pigeon. 

Birds       with       round 

,         ,        .    ,       A  Round  Worm  of  thb  Piovoit. 
worms  may  be    treated      „^    ^.         ,       »  *     .  i      r,.v 

•;  ,  Hetero^cw  moculoM— Natural  size.  The 

by       administering       the    common  pin. worm,   a, male;  B, female. 

remedy  recoufmeided  by  liaronio,  consisting  of  equal 
parts  of  the  root  of  male  shield  fern,  tansy  and  savory, 
of  which  mixture  one  drachm  is  made  into  a  tea  with 
six  ounces  of  water  and  this  fluid  is  mixed  with  suffi- 
cient flour  to  form  pills  and  these  are  administered  to 
the  infested  fowls.  Or,  the  powdered  arec«i  nut  may 
be  given  in  doses  of  from  thirty  to  forty  grains  for 
chickens  and  fifteen  grains  for  pigeons. 

The  prevention  of  disease  resulting  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  round  worms  may  be  accomplished  by  en- 
forcing the  general  regulations  recommended  above, 
in  connection  with  the  discussion  of  tapeworms.  The 
fretpient  removal  and  the  care  of  the  manure  is  very 
important. 
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A.  TTiose  not  caused  by  parasites. 

1.  OATARHH  OF  THE  CROP. 


When,  for  any  reason, 

the  contents  of  the  crop 
stap^nate  for  an  unusual 
h^ngth  of  time  it  may 
u  ndergo  f  erraen  ta  tion , 
just  as  food  accumu- 
lated in  any  other 
warm,  moist  place 
would  undergo  fermen- 
tation, and  this  results 
in  the  production  of  a 
rather  irritative  com- 
pound whicli,  acting  for 
a  more  or  less  pro- 
longed period  upon  the 
lining  membrane  of  the 
crop,  produces  a  superfi- 
cial inflammation 
known  as  catarrh.  The 
same  result  may  occur 
wlien  parasites  are  em- 
bedded in  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  crop 
or  when  fowls  eat  irri- 
tant materials. 

This  condition  may  be 
recognized    by     the   ap- 
pearance  of  a    swelling       a.  ceaopha^us;  B.  crop;  C.  infundio 
r      -        ,        ^    ^,        ^  ^    ulum;  O,  ffizzard;  E,  II vw;  F,  ^all  blad- 

in    front    of    the    breast    <*«r;<**Panor©ai;  H,  duodenum;  I,  small 

,  .  ,    ,         ^^  ^  Intestine:  K,  caeca;  L.  large  intestine;  M, 

which  is  soft  to  pressure    ureters;  N,  oviduct;  O,  cloaca. 


DiOEanvB  Apparatus  of  birds. 
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and  souietiuies  so  very  soft  and  drum  like  that  it  is 
evideiii  that  it  contains  <:r«*s.  TJie  appetite  is  entirely 
lost  or  beoiHDes  abr.ormal,  the  fowl  is  mopish,  its  feath- 
ers are  ruffled  and  it  may  attempt  to  vomit.  If  the 
crop  is  pressed  upon  forcibly,  sour  and  offensive  smel- 
ling material  may  be  expelled  through  the  mouth. 

The  cure  of  this  condition  is  not  difficult  unless  it 
has  contirned  for  such  a  long  time  that  the  fowl  is 
oohsiderably  weakened.  The  irritant,  fermenting  or 
putrefying  contents  should  be  expelled  by  pressure 
from  without  while  the  fowl  is  held  with  the  head 
down.  Then  a  small  quantity  of  salicylic  acid  (two 
grains!  dissolved  in  water  should  he  administered  for 
the  purpose  of  checkinc  further  ft»nnentation  or 
hydrochloric  acid  uiay  be  given  in  one  drop  doses  di- 
\uted  with  two  teaspoonfuls  of  water.  The  fowl 
should  be  kept  frt.m  food  for  a  day  or  two  and  usually 
this  is  all  that  the  case  requires. 


2.  OBSTRUCnOX  OF  THE  CROP. 


If  a  fowl  has  gorged  itself  with  food  that  is  difficult 
of  digestion,  such  as  old  and  dry  grain  or  hard  and  in- 
digestible substances,  as  straw,  wood,  stones,  etc,  and 
this  material  remains  in  the  crop  for  several  hours  the 
walls  of  the  crop  will  become  exhausted  by  the  un- 
usaai  distention  and  then  rhe  fowl  is  unable  to  remove 
the  obstrrcrion  in  any  way.  The  recognition  of  the 
condition  is  not  diffimlt  because  there  exists  a  large, 
firm,  hard  swelling  in  the  region  of  the  crop.     Fpon 
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feeling  of  it,  the  nanir^  of  its  tn^ntents  can  freqnwitly 
be  determined. 

If  it  is  not  possible  to  renioxe  the  ii>utent$  by  pre^H 
8Qre,  MB  in  the  case  abo\*e,  and  if  it  doee  not  i^as  awa^* 
naninilly  i*ithin  a  day,  it  becomes  necessary  to  per 
form  an  o^teration  for  the  puriK>se  of  emptyinjr  the 
organ.  To  do  this,  the  feathers  s^honld  be  removed  by 
clipping  them  off  ^  ith  a  pair  of  shears  f nnn  a  vertical 
line  abont  half  an  inch  wide  akmg  the  most  prominent 
portion  of  the  crop.  Then  with  a  sharp,  clean  knife 
an  incision  about  one  inch  long  should  be  made 
through  the  skin  and  down  to  the  obstructing  mate- 
rial. This  can  then  be  removed  with  the  handle  of  a 
spoon,  or  wilii  the  finger,  or  with  the  loop  of  a  hairpin. 
When  the  crop  is  thon>u;:hly  cuiptiitK  its  walls  should 
be  united  by  sewing  them  with  white  silk.  Oare 
should  \h^  taken  to  avoid  including  anything  besides 
the  walls  of  the  crop  in  the  first  seam.  After  this  is 
perfectly  muted  the  other  tissues  and  the  skin  may  In* 
drawn  together  with  a  second  set  of  stitches.  The 
stowing  should  be  done  nt'iitly  and  the  tissues  should 
in>t  be  draw  u  together  so  that  they  pucker.  The  ends 
of  the  first  set  of  stitches  should  be  left  long  and  al- 
lowed to  hang  outside  of  the  wound.  Tn  five  or  six 
days  union  will  have  taken  place  and  the  stiches  can 
then  be  removed  by  cutting  througli  them  with  a  i>air 
of  sharp  scissors  and  drawing  them  out.  After  this 
operation,  the  bird  should  be  allowed  no  food  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  only  a  small  amount  of  water, 
to  which  n  few  grains  of  salicylic  acid  have  been  added. 
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3.  SIMPLE   INDIGEiSTION   AND   LOSS  OF  APPE 

TITE. 


These  conditions  result  from  such  a  variety  of 
cauees  that  it  is  ratber  difficult  to  classify  them  as  a 
disease.  Usually  they  are  merely  symptoms  of  dis- 
ease in  different  organs  or  of  general  disease.  If,  after 
a  careful  examiliation,  -no  cause  for  loss  of  appetite 
can  be  discovered  it  may  be  that  it  merely  results  from 
indigestion  and  will  respond  to  appropriate  treatment 
for  this  condition.  But  in  all  cases,  a  very  careful  ex- 
amination should  be  made  for  other  diseases.  Fre- 
quently, indigestion  is  produced  by  too  rich  food  given 
in  large  quantities  and  esi>edally  when  the  bird  is  un- 
acoustomed  to  it.  Sudden  changes  of  diet  are  also 
detrimental  and  when  birds  are  exposed  to  weakening 
influences,  such  as  sudden  changes  of  weather,  unsani- 
tai-y  oonditionfe,  etc.,  they  may  find  it  impossible  to  di- 
gest the  food  that  they  are  accustomed  to  and  have 
been  thriving  upon.  Or,  indigestion  may  result  from 
feeding  things  that  cannot  be  digested  or  that  are  di- 
gested very  slowly  and  ferment  while  passing  through 
the  digestive  canal.  Putrid  food  of  all  kinds  will  come 
within  this  class.  Sometimes,  foreign  bodies  lodge  in 
the  crop  or  gizzard  or  other  i>oint  in  the  digestive  tract 
and  if  they  are  sharp  and  cannot  be  digested  or  dis- 
solved, they  may  remain  stationary  for  a  long  time, 
causing  serious  inflammation  and  possibly  death.  If 
it  is  discovered  that  substances,  such  as  large  pieces 
of  glass,  or  pieces  of  metal,  etc,  are  present,  they 
should  be  removed  by  an  operation  similar  to  the  oper- 
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ation  performed  in  impaction  of  the  crop,  provided 
they  are  in  the  upper  or  neck  portion  of  the  j^ullet. 

When  the  cause  of  loss  of  appetite  is  known  the  se- 
lection of  an  appropriate  form  of  treatment  is  a  mat- 
ter of  but  little  difficulty.  If  it  is  decided  that  the 
fowl  cannot  be  cured  it  will  be  best  in  all  cases  to  kill 
it  at  once  so  that  it  may  be  saved  for  food.  If  the  dis- 
ease is  allowed  to  go  on  until  serious  changes  take 
place  it  will  not  be  safe  to  use  the  flesh. 

It  is  well  to  begin  treatment  by  giving  two  or  thrtH* 
teaspoonfuls  of  castor  oil  to  empty  the  bowels  and  re- 
move irritant  substances. 

One  of  the  best  general  remedies  is  hydrochloric 
acid.  This  substance  is  very  strong  and  must  be  ad- 
ministered in  very  small  quantities  freely  diluted  with 
water.  The  dose  for  an  adult  fowl  is  fix>m  one  to  two 
di'ops  given  with  at  least  a  dessert  spoonful  of  water. 
Pills  of  either  black  or  red  pepper,  are  in  high  repute 
among  poultry  keei>ers  and  are  undoubtedly  quite  effi- 
cient in  stimulating  tlie  secretion  of  digestive  juices 
and  in  that  way  U^ading  to  restoration  of  appetite. 
rhopjKHl  onion  or  garlic  in  the  food  are  also  good. 


4.  IRRITATION  OF  THE  DIGKSTIVE  CANAL  AND 
DIARRHOEA. 


This  subject  has  been  considered  in  part  in  connec- 
tion with  the  condition  produced  by  intestinal  wonns 
and  with  the  subject  above.     Similar  irritations  of  the 
membrane  lining  the  digestive  canal  may  be  produced 
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bj  other  foreign  bodies  in  the  intestine  or,  what 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  by  indigestible  or  imper- 
fectly digested  food  that  remains  there  for  an  unusual 
length  of  time.  The  first  evidence  of  irritation  of  the 
digestive  tract  is  loss  of  appetite  and  general  depres- 
sion. This  is  quickly  followed  by  diarrhoea,  and  the 
voidings  are  sometimes  mixed  with  mucus  or,  in  bad 
cases,  with  blood.  When  this  symptom  appears  the 
fowl  loses  flesh  very  rapidly,  becomes  weak  and  so<m 
dies. 

The  first  measure  in  the  way  of  treatment  is  to  place 
the  bird  in  a  warm  dry  place  where  it  will  not  be  an- 
noyed by  its  companions  and  supply  it  with  small 
quantities  of  food  that  is  easy  of  digestion.  This 
should  be  given  in  a  fresh  state  in  clean  troughs  or 
vessels  and  all  of  the  surroundings  should  be  kept 
clean.  If  the  diarrhoea  is  severe,  cooked  food  should 
be  preferred,  such  as  boiled  meal,  rice  or  barley;  oat 
meal  is  also  good.  Staall  pieces  of  chocolate  consti- 
tute a  useful  remedy  for  this  condition  in  cage  birds. 
Linseed  meal  is  also  good  and  the  gelatinous  substance 
that  separates  from  linseed  when  it  is  boiled  is  of 
great  valuo  in  diarrhoea.  It  is  good  of  itself,  and  it 
also  furnishes  an  excellent  medium  for  the  administra- 
tion of  other  more  active  remedies.  Opium  can  usually 
bo  relied  upon  to  check  this  disease  unless  it  has  gone 
so  far  that  no  treatment  will  avail.  Opium  is  best 
used  in  the  form  of  the  tincture,  known  as  laudanum. 
The  dose  is  from  five  to  ten  drops.  Tincture  of  catechu 
is  very  efficient  and  may  be  given  in  doses  of  five  to 
twenty  drops  with  n  little  water  for  each  fowl,  or  for 
fiftv  fowls,  half  ounce  in  meal. 
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5.  CONSTIPATION. 


ConstipatioB  is  the  opposite  of  diarrhoea,  but  it  is 
fre<iaently  produced  by  the  same  conditions.  If  para- 
sites obstruct  the  intestinal  canal,  of  course  nothing 
can  pass  and  the  result  is  constipation  of  a  most  ob- 
stinate form.  Sometimes  the  intestine  becomes  un- 
usually dry,  particularly  after  a  bird  has  been  afflicted 
with  diarrhoea  for  some  time;  then  its  contents  accum- 
ulate in  hard  masses  and  form  obstructions.  These 
obstructions  of  dry  intestinal  contents  may  appear  at 
any  point  of  the  canal  but  frequently  develop  close  to 
the  lower  opening,  in  the  diverticulum  known  as  the 
cloaca. 

Constipated  birds  give  evidence  of  the  condition  by 
uneasiness,  loss  of  appetite,  frequent,  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts and  general  depression.  If  the  obstruction  is 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  bowel  the  treatment  consists 
in  injecting  small  quantities  of  warm  water  by  means 
of  a  rubber  syringe,  or  water  in  which  linseed  has  been 
boiled  may  be  used  for  this  purpose  and  should  be  pre- 
ferred in  oases  where  there  is  considerable  irritation. 
Sweet  oil  or  glycerine  may  also  be  injected,  all  of 
which  tend  to  soften  and  facilitate  the  removal  of  the 
impacted  masse^s.  When  this  treatment  is  applied  to 
hens,  great  care  should  be  exercised  to  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  into  the  open- 
ing of  the  oviduct.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  em- 
ploy a  small  blunt  instrument,  such  as  the  handle  of  a 
small  spoon  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  faecal 
masses  in  this  location. 
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Internally,  castor  oil  is  a  valuable  remedy.  Ii 
should  l)e  j»iven  in  doses  of  two  teaspoonfuln;  or,  the 
i^mmon  comiHiund  t-athartic  pill  may  h*'  ndmiuisteN*d. 
Calomel  is  also  a  g<H»d  laxative  or  pur*:alive  for  fowls 
and  is  jriveJi  iu  doses  of  from  <me-half  to  two  jjrains 
mixed  with  sufficient  butter  to  form  a  pill.  Small 
ea^e  birds  should  rec^'ive  a  fra«niieut  of  a  cathartic  pill, 
the  size  depebdin^  upon  the  size  of  the  patient. 
E|»s4>m  siilis  are  goo<l  and  safe;  the  dosi»  for  an  adult 
fowl  is  one  tablesjKMjnfiil  of  a  s;iturat<Hi  solution. 


i\.  POISOMXr,. 


Fowls  may  be  pois4>ned  by  the  sjime  chemicals  aud 
a;;encies  that  poison  larjrer  animals. 

PoiMmxmg  with  Arsenic — One  of  the  most  frequent 
pois<ms  is  arsi'uic  in  one  of  its  numerous  forms. 
Arsenic  is  used  so  freely  on  farms  for  the  purpose  of 
poisoning  potat(»  bu;:s,  worms  that  infest  trees,  rats, 
etc.,  that  it  fi-equently  happens  that  it  comes  within 
the  reath  of  poultry  and  poi.sons  them.  The  SNinp- 
li»ms  of  ars<»nic  poisoning  are  loss  of  appetite,  jrreat 
thirst,  discharge  of  saliva  from  the  mouth,  attempts 
to  vomit,  anxiety,  restlessness  and  diarrhoi*a.  Before 
death  the  bird  may  eAidence  considerable  pain,  breathe 
with  difficulty,  tremble  and  it  may  have  convulsions. 

After  death,  the  examination  of  the  digestive  tract 
will  show  that  it  is  considerably  inflamed.  It  is  red. 
full  of  blood  and  its  contents  are  mixed  with  blood. 

The  treatment  to  lie  employed  when  it  is  known  that 
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fowls  h^ive  been  poisoned  with  arsenic  is  to  administer 
the  white  of  an  agg  every  hour  or  the  thick  liquid  in 
which  flaxseed  has  been  boiled.  If  possible,  the  chemi- 
cal antidote,  iron  sesquioxide  or  dialized  iron,  should 
be  given.  If  there  is  much  diarrhoea  and  pain  tincture 
of  opium  in  doses  of  five  to  ten  drops  is  useful.  Pow- 
dered chalk  given  in  water  is  also  good. 

Poisoning  toiih  Salt — Small  quantities  of  salt  are 
very  beneticial  for  fowls  but  large  quantities  may  cause 
serious  illness  or  even  death.  From  half  an  ounce 
to  an  ounce  of  salt  is  fatal  foi*  a  chicken.  This  quan- 
tity will  cause  loss  of  appetite,  great  thirst,  redness  of 
the  membranes  lining  the  mouth  and  throat,  pain  and 
diarrhoea,  and  if  the  poisoned  fowl  is  opened  after 
death  it  will  be  found  that  the  intestines  are  in  a  con- 
dition resembling  that  found  when  death  results  from 
arsenical  poisoning,  but  usually  the  inflammation  is 
not  of  quite  such  a  severe  type.  Such  substances  as 
mackerel  brine,  beef  pickle,  etc.,  are  even  more  pois- 
onous than  pure  salt  and  smaller  quantities  will  pro- 
duce the  same  symptoms. 

The  treatment  consists  in  the  administration  of  the 
remedies  recommended  for  arsenic  poisoning,  with  the 
exception  of  the  iron  compounds. 

Poisoning  toith  Mould. — When  fowls  are  permitted 
to  eat  food  that  has  undergone  decomposition  or  has 
become  very  mouldy  they  are  sometimes  poisoned. 
This  subject  has  been  referred  to  under  the  head  of 
initation  of  the  digestive  canal  and  diarrhoea. 
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r.  DROPSY. 


The  membrane  lining  the  abdominal  cavity  some- 
times becomes  inflamed  as  the  result  of  external  inju 
ries  or  severe  irritation  of  the  intestinal  canal  or  the 
penetration  of  a  foreign  body  tlirough  the  Intestinal 
wall.  Sometimes  this  condition  is  caused  by  parasites. 
Usuall}'  the  di^iease  is  of  a  severe  type  and  cannot  be 
treated  successfully.  It  may  produce  death  >vithin  a 
very  short  time.  But  sometimes  it  follows  a  chronic 
course,  causing  prolonged  illness,  and  in  these  cases, 
fluid  usually  collects  in  the  abdominal  cavity  consti- 
tuting the  c<indit)on  known  as  ascites  or  abdominal 
dropsy.  The  evidence  of  this  condition  consists  in  an 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen ;  it  is  distended  in  all  di- 
rections but  particularly  downward  and  sometimes  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  reaches 
the  ground.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  in  these 
cases  the  fowl  is  spiritless  and  disinclined  to  moveabout 
actively;  when  it  is  caught  and  the  swelling  is  ex- 
amined by  the  touch  it  will  be  noticed  that  it  is  €K)ft 
and  that  by  pressing  upon  one  side  waves  can  be  felt 
on  the  other  side  indicating  that  it  contains  fluid. 


S.  JAUNDICE  OK  THE  YELLOWS. 


When  the  action  of  the  liver  is  interfered  with  the 
bile  may  not  be  poured  out  into  the  intestine  in  a  nor- 
mal manrer  and  its  retention  leads  to  a  yellow  discol- 
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oration  of  all  parte  of  the  bodv,  shown  especially  about 
the  comb,  orifices  of  the  nose  and  membrane  lining 
the  mouth  and  throat.  This  condition  is  frequently 
produced  by  parasites  but  sometimes  it  results  from 
too  hiffh  feeding  and  too  little  exercise.  In  these  lat- 
ter cases,  a  dose  of  calomel  should  be  administered;  the 
food,  which  mu«t  be  cut  down  in  quantity,  should  be 
of  a  simple  character  and  contain  green  substances, 
and  the  fowl  should  be  allowed  plenty  of  exercise. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


DISEASES   OF   THE  EGG-PRODUCING 
ORGANS. 


1.  PARASITES  AND  FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  EGGIS. 


The  egg  i»  produced  as  follows:  the  yolk  develops  in 
the  ovary,  which  is  a  large  conglomerate  mass,  the  ap- 
pearance of  which  may  be  compared  roughly  to  that  of 
a  bunch  of  grapes  of  different  sizes.  When  the  yolk 
reaches  its  full  development  in  this  organ,  the  mem- 
brane containing  it  breaks  and  it  is  discharged  into 
the  oviduct.  In  passing  through  the  oviduct  it  be- 
comes surrounded  by  albumin,  known  as  the  white  of 
the  ogg.  The  development  of  the  albumin  requires 
about  six  hours.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  oviduct,  it 
remains  for  about  twenty-four  hours  and  during  this 
time  it  becomes  covered  with  a  membrane  and  a  shell. 

If  foreign  bodies,  or  parasites  of  any  kind,  are  pres- 
ent in  the  oviduct,  they  may  readily  become  incorpo- 
rated with  the  albumin  and  in  that  way  become  en- 
closed in  the  egg.  There  are  a  number  of  parasites  of 
poultry  that  have  been  found  encapsulated  in  this  way. 
The  imprisonment  of  parasites  in*  the  egg  is  not  a  very 
serious  matter,  however,  because  it  occurs  quite  in 
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frequently;  but  it  is  serious  when  the  gemis  of  decav 
are  present  in  the  oviduct  and  become  imprisoned  in  * 
^^  ^gg>  because  this  leads  to  the  early  decomposition 
of  the  egg.  The  organism  that  may  enter  the  egg  in 
this  manner  and  produce  decomposition  are  of  several 
kinds,  but  as  their  effects  are  about  the  same  it  is  not 
important  to  discuss  them  separately.  They  cause 
the  yolk  to  become  light  in  color  and  cloudy  and  cause 
the  liberation  of  gas  that  is  usually  taken  up  by  the 
fluid  parts  of  the  egg,  but  escapes  when  the  shell  is 
broken,  and  is  of  a  moat  unpleasant  odor. 

These  germs  do  not  get  into  the  oviduct  by  passing 
into  the  fowl  with  its  food,  water  or  the  air  that  it 
breathes,  but  enter  through  the  cloaca,  and  are  often 
introduced  by  the  organs  of  the  male  during  the  act 
of  copulation.  This  condition  may  be  avoided  by  the 
enforcement  of  cleanliness  in  the  poultry  houses  and 
poultry  yards..  Hens  and  cocks  should  never  be  al- 
lowed to  go  about  with  masees  of  filth  adhering  to  the 
feathers  about  the  vent  nor  should  they  be  compelled 
to  roost  in  fillhy  places  or  walk  al>out  and  scratch  in 
masses  of  decaying  and  putrefying  material. 

Cleanliness  and  disinfection  enable  the  poulterer  to 
avoid  this  infection  of  the  egg. 


2.  MALFORMED  EGGS. 


One  of  the  most  frequent  malformations  of  eggs  is 
the  Fio-«3alled  "double  ^gg"  the  egg  containing  two 
yolks.  T]ie«4^  eggs  are  usually  of  very  large  size  and 
develop  when  two  yolks  n*aeh  maturity  in  the  ovary  at 
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the  wime  time  and  are  discharged  into  the  oviduct  to- 
gether. Gases  have  been  known  in  which  three  yolks 
have  been  found  in  the  same  egg. 

Sometimes  eggs  of  unusual  shape  are  noticed;  they 
are  pear-shaped,  spherical,  flattened,  pointed  at  each 
end  or  bent.  Sometimes  they  contain  projections 
at  some  point  on  the  surface.  All  of  these  conditions 
result  from  accidental  influences,  and  as  a  rule  they  do 
not  recur. 

Aa  imiK>rtant  malformation,  or  rather  lack  of  devel- 
opment, corsists  in  the  production  of  eggs  without 
shells  or  with  soft  shells.  This  condition  usually  re- 
sults from  the  fact  that  the  hen  which  prodnced  the 
egg  laid  it  before  the  shell  had  time  to  develop  or  that 
slie  was  not  supplied  with  the  proper  kind  of  nourish- 
ment, and  therefore  could  not  produce  the  lime  salts 
necessary  for  the  secretion  of  the  shell.* 

The  treatment  in  the  latter  case  consists  in  giving 
fowls  ground  oyster  shells,  broken  egg  shells  or  pieces 
of  ground  bone. 


3.  EGG  l^OUNl). 


Sometimes  an  egg  becomes  caught  in  the  oviduct 
and  cannot  be  exjHilh'd.  It  may  be  that  this  comes 
from  the  fact  that  the  egg  is  too  large  or  that  initation 
or  inflammation  has  caused  a  swelling  tliat  obstructs 
the  passage,  or  that  the  cloaca  is  obstructed  with  a 
mass  of  fa(M»eR.     Tu  these  case**,  it  is  necessary  to  sup 

•See  Inflammation  of  the  Oviduct. 
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plv  assistauee.  If  it  is  found  (hat  the  c1om<*h  is  ob 
structed,  the  faecal  musses  should  be  removed  in  the 
mannei*  deseiibed  under  constipation.  If  the  egg  is 
large,  or  the  passage  small,  the  injection  of  oil  or 
gljeerine  maj  enable  the  hen  to  expel  it.  If,  however, 
it  cannot  be  removed  in  this  manner  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  expel  it  by  placing  the  hen  upon  her  back 
and  pressing  above  the  egg  through  the  abdominal 
walls  and  in  that  way  forcing  it  out.  If  it  cannot  be 
removed  in  this  way,  the  only  alternative  is  to  break 
it  and  remove  the  shell  piece  by  piece.  The  fragments 
of  shell  should  be  removed  with  the  finger  or  a  pair  of 
forc(»ps.  When  the  i)ieces  of  shell  cannot  be  removed 
at  once,  sweet  oil  should  be  injected  in  order  to  lu- 
bricate the  passages  as  freely  as  possible  and  facilitate 
the  removal  of  the  8har[),  broken  pieces. 


4.  INFliAMMATION  OF  THE  OVIDUCT. 


The  oviduct  sometimes  becomes  inflame<l  as  the  re 
suit  of  the  manipulations  necessary  to  overcome  the 
condition  of  eggbound,  and  sometimes  it  becomes  in- 
tlamed  from  causes  that  are  not  understood.  When 
this  inflammation  exists,  the  hen  makes  movements  as 
though  she  were  attempting  to  lay  an  egg,  is  very 
uneasy,  rubs  the  posterior  portion  of  the  body  along 
the  ground,  and  in  these  ways  indic^Ues  irritatiiHi  of 
that  part.  Sometimes  the  first  symptoms  of  beginning 
inflammation  of  the  oviduct  is  the  production  of  eggs 
with  soft  shells.  This  condition  has  been  found  not 
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only  amoDg  chickens,  but  also  among  ducks,  geese  and 
turkeys. 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  is  not  very  satisfac- 
tory. It  consists  in  placing  the  bird  in  a  quite  place 
where  it  will  not  be  annoyed  and,  in  acute  cases,  in- 
jecting a  weak  solution  of  tannic  acid  (1  part  to  100), 
to  which  a  small  quantity  of  chlorate  of  potash  (2  or 
3  parts  to  100)  has  been  added.  This  liuid  should  be 
made  warm  before  it  is  injected,  and  should  be  admin- 
istered carefully  and  in  small  quantities.  The  best 
syringe  for  this  purp<i«e  is  a  soft  rubber  bulb  supplied 
with  a  hard  rubber  nozzle.  Laxatives,  such  as  castor 
oil  or  calomel  should  be  administered  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  keep  the  bowel  loose.  The  food  should 
be  non-stimulating,  and  given  in  small  quantities. 


5.  PROLAPSUS  OF  THE  OVIDUCT. 


As  a  result  of  great  straining  to  expel  an  unusually 
large  egg,  the  oviduct  may  be  turned  inside  out  and 
project  from  the  body  of  tlie  hen.  It  can  then  be  seen 
as  a  red  swelling  protruding  from  the  rear  part  of  the 
body,  the  hen  becomes  very  uneasy,  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  her  to  lay  eggs  while  in  this  condition.  In  ex- 
amining thest*  cases,  particular  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  color  of  the  inverted  membrane.  If  it  is 
very  dark,  and  of  a  purplisli  or  bluish  tinge,  treatment 
should  not  be  attempted,  for  this  indicates  that  gan- 
grene is  about  to  begin,  and  in  these  cases  the  fowls 
can  not  be  saved,  so  that  it  is  better  to  destroy  them 
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while  still  fit  for  food.  If  the  membrane  is  red,  it 
Rhould  be  i^  ashed  off  with  warm  water,  covered  with 
a  thin  coating  of  vaseline  and  pnshed  back  very  care- 
fully. If  it  is  expelled  again  it  should  be  again  re- 
turned and  a  small  piece  of  ice  placed  in  the  opening. 
This  will  usually  cause  the  parts  to  contract  to  such 
an  extent  that  they  will  not  fall  out.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  the  treatment,  the  hen  must  be  kept  in  a 
quiet  place  and  allowed  very  little  food. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


DISEASES  OF   THE   BRAIN  AND  EYE. 


I.  conge>!;tion  of  the  brain. 


Congestion  of  the  brain  may  be  caused  by  extreme 
excitement,  by  blows  on  the  head  or  sunstroke.  It  is 
characterized  by  staggering*  stupor,  unusual  move- 
ments, such  as  v.alking  backwards  or  walking  in  a  cir- 
cle, unusual  and  irregular  movements  with  the  wings 
and  feet  and  t\\J6tjng  the  head  backwards  or  to  the 
side.  Sometimes  the  bii^  will  fall  on  its  side  and 
make  peculiar  movements  with  its  feet  and  wings,  as 
though  attempting  to  run  or  fly. 

The  treatment  consists  in  keeping  the  animal  per- 
fectly quiet  in  a  dark  place,  the  administration  of  laxa- 
tives, such  as  two  teaspoonfuls  of  castor  oil  or  one  and 
one-half  grain  doses  of  calomel,  and  the  application  of 
cold  cloths  or  ice  to  the  head. 


EPILEPSY. 


Epilepsy  is  not  a  very  common  disease  among  poni 
try,  but  still  it  is  met  with  from  time*    to    time    and 
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iiiuoii^  all  varieties  of  barnyard  fowln.  It  is  character- 
ized by  the  occasional  occurrence  of  tits  which  do  not 
terminate  fatally,  disappear  after  a  time  and  leave  the 
fowl  in  a  normal  condition.  During  the  fit,  the  fowl 
vdW  make  beating  movements  with  its  wings,  its  legs 
will  draw  up  and  it  will  fall  down,  sometimes  turn  over 
on  its  back,  or  it  may  stand  upright  with  its  legs  apart, 
head  turned  backward  and  the  mouth  and  eyes  open- 
ing and  closing  spasmodically.  Epilepsy  is  sometimes 
caused  by  intestinal  i)ara8ite8,  and  is  cured  by  the  re- 
moval of  these  worms.  It  is  claimed  that  bromide  of 
potash  given  in  quantities  of  a  few  grains  each  day  in 
the  drinking  water  is  of  value  in  these  cases,  but  it  is 
not  probable  that  treatment  will  prove  to  be  at  all 
profitable. 


3.  FEATHER  EATING. 


This  habit  is  classed  amoug  the  affections  of  the  ner- 
vous system  be>cause  if  it  is  not  nervous  disease  it  is 
such  an  overpowering  habit  that  it  can  scarcely  be  dis- 
tinguished fix>m  the  disease. 

Where  this  habit  is  prevalent  in  a  poultry  yard,  the 
fowls  present  a  most  untidy  appearance,  the  feathers 
about  the  neck  and  upper  part  of  the  breast  are 
plucked  out,  and  sometimes  they  are  partially  removed 
from  other  parts  of  the  body.  If  the  flock  is  watched 
for  a  little  while  it  w\]\  be  noticed  that  the  birds  pluck 
the  feathers  frc»m  each  other.  This  habit  usually 
starts  with  one  fowl  and  spreads  by  force  of  example 
to  the  others. 
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In  order  to  prevent  it,  a  fowl  that  is  noticed  pluck- 
ing feathers  should  be  at  once  removed  from  the  flock 
before  the  othei-s  have  had  time  to  learn  the  Jiabit.  If 
it  is  not  desirable  that  the  bird  should  be  killed,  several 
methods  for  prevditing  the  continuation  of  the  habit 
are  recommt^nded.  The  best  and  most  humane  is  to 
flle  away  the  bill  in  front  and  on  the  sides  so  that  it 
will  not  close  tightly,  but  when  shut  leaves  a  space  of 
about  one-tenth  of  an  inch.  Tliis  will  prevent  the  bird 
from  grasping  the  feather  with  sufficient  force  to  re- 
move it,  but  will  not  interfere  with  eating.  Another 
remedy  that  has  Ix-en  suggested  is  to  place  a  piece  of 
wire  through  the  mouth  as  a  bit  and  carry  the  upper 
end  of  wirt  through  a  hole  that  has  been  punctured 
in  the  oomb.  This  has  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
fowl  from  closing  the  beak  tightly,  and  therefore  from 
pulling  out  the  feathers,  but  is  rather  ^  cruel  proced- 
ure and  cannot  be  recommended.  In  all  cases,  fowls 
inflicted  in  this  way  should  be  allowed  a  large  yard, 
so  that  they  may  have  plenty  of  exercise. 


4.  EGG  EATING. 


This  is  another  habit  that  spreads  from  fowl  to  fowl 
similar  to  the  above.  If  eggs  are  allowed  to  remain 
too  long  in  the  nests  so  that  they  become  broken,  or  if 
soft  shell  eggs  are  produced  by  any  of  the  hens  in  the 
flock  some  of  the  fowls  maiy  get  into  the  way  of  eating 
them,  and  the  habit  once  started  spreads  from  bird  to 
bird  until  in  some  cases  it  becomes  almost  impossible 
to  secure  any  eggs  at  all. 
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The  treatment  in  the«e  should  be  to  remove  the  bird 
that  spreads  the  habit  an  soon  as  it  i«  detected, or  if  this 
is  not  done,  and  the  habit  becomes  well  established,  a 
special  form  of  m*st  siiould  be  used  which  permits  the 
egg  to  roll  out  and  escape  from  the  reach  of  the  hen 
as  .'Won  as  it  is  deposited. 


5.  TUMORS  OF  THE   FAELIDS. 


Sometimes  wart  growths  appear  upon  the  eyelids  and 
they  may  b€H,*ome  large  enough  to  interfere  with  the 
vision  or  by  pressure  upon  the  eye  balls  destroy  the 
siglit.  Not  only  warty  growths  appear  in  this  region, 
but  also  other  tumors  of  a  variety  of  kinds.  When  it 
is  evident  that  they  are  becoming  large  enough  to  be- 
come harmful,  they  should  be  snipped  off  with  a  pair 
of  sharp  scissore,  and  the  wound  cauterized  with  lunar 
caustic. 


G.  INFLAMMATION   OF   THE    EYE. 


Inflammation  of  the  eye  is  sometimes  caused  by  par 
asites  and  sometimes  by  mechanical  irritation  such  as 
blows,  wounds  received  in  fighting,  etc.  Or,  the  eyes 
may  become  inflamed  as  a  result  of  taking  cold.  These 
inflammations  are  of  different  kinds  and  different  de- 
grees of  severity,  dependent  ujion  the  part  of  the  eye 
6-1 
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alfected  and  the  extent  of  the  iujuiv.  In  most  cases, 
they  are  characterized  by  swelling  of  the  eyelids,  in 
terference  with  vision,  cloudiness  of  the  front  of  the 
eye,  sometimes,  total  blindnens.  In  the  latter  case, 
treatment  is  not  to  be  recommended;  the  fowl  should 
be  destroyed  at  once.  But  if  the  trouble  affects  only 
one  eye,  or  is  not  an  unusually  severe  type,  it  may  be 
treated  by  cleansinj^  the  eyelids  with  waiin  water,  to 
which  boracic  acid  has  been  added  in  the  proportion  of 
15  grs.  to  the  ounce.  The  fowl  should  be  kept  in  a 
dark  place  and  fed  small  quantities  of  food  and  al 
lowed  plenty  of  fresh  air  until  it  is  recovered.  Cloudi- 
ness of  the  fr*  nt  of  the  eye — the  cornea — may  be 
treated  by  dusting  a  small  quantity  of  calomel  over  the 
surface  and  repeating  the  application  once  daily  as 
long  as  necessary. 

A  8tn)ng  s(jluti(m  (jf  common  salt  is  a  good  eye  wash 
for  simple  troubles. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


DISEASES  OF  THE  LEGS  AND  FEET. 


A.  Tho9e  caused  by  parcuUes. 

MANGE  OF  THE  LEO«  AND  FEET. 


Marge  of  the  legs,  or  chalk  legs,  is  a  contagious  dis- 
ease caused  by  a  parasite  known  a»  Sarcopiee  muians. 
It  it  confined  exclusively  to  the  legs  and  feet  and  never 
extends  to  other  parts  of  the  body. 
When  the  parasites  of  this  disease 
are  placed  on  the  legs  of  a  healthy 
fowl  they  work  their  way  under  the 
large  scales  on  the  front  of  the  leg  or 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  toes.  They 
multiply  rapidly  and  within  a  short 
lime  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  scale 
(ximmonces  to  rise  and  a  little. yellow- 
ish crust  forms  about  its  edge.  In 
time,  other  scales  become  involved, 
the  crust  increases  in  thickness  and 
scurfy,  powdery  material  piles  up  in 
considerable  quantity  until  in 
cases  the  entire  feet  and  legs  may  be  i„iii*^'iSo*?im^a:ti^ 
involved  and  to  such  an  extent  that  "*''*• 
they  seem  to  be  several  times  their  normal  thickness. 
NVhen  this  thick  crust  is  pulled  off  it  is  found  that  the 
surface  is  raw  and  bleeding.     Tlie  interior  of  the  cnist 
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is  hollowed  out  by  a  great  number  of  small  cavities 
and  a  close  examination  of  these  cavities  will  show 
that  they  contain  parasites.  Frequently,  a  cavity  will 
contain  an  old  female  and. a  large  number  of  young. 
These  young  are  born  alive,  so  that  no  eggs  are  present 
in  the  scabs  unless  a  female  has  been  crusihed  and  the 
eggs  have  escaped  from  her  body. 

In  time,  tlie  disease  be- 
comes so  bad  that  the  bird 
cannot  walk.  It  lies  on  its 
breast,  hops  about  from 
place  to  place,  becomes 
thin  and  at  last  dies  from 
exhaustion. 

It  is  not  very  diftlcult 
to  cure  this  disease,  pro- 
vided careful  attention  is 
devoted  to  it.  The  first 
thing  to  do  is  to  remove  the 
diseased  fowl  from  the 
flo-ck,  disinfect  the  poultry 
house,  the  nests  and 
perches.  The  treatment  of 
the  individual  begins  with 
the  removal  of  the  scab  so 
that  the  parasite  may  be 
reached  and  destroyed. 
The  scab  may  be  removed 
by  soaking  it  with  oil, 
either  sweet  oil  pr  cotton- 
seed. This  should  be  ap- 
plied freely  and  allowed  to 
ivmain  for  twenty-four 
hours,  after  which  large 
sections  of  the  crust  may  be  taken  away  without  pain 
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to  the  bird,  or  vaseline  or  soft  soap  may  be  used  for 
the  same  purjiose.  The  action  of  the  oil  may  be  in- 
tensified by  wrapping  the  legs  in  cotton  after  it  is  ap- 
plied and  binding  the  cotton  on  with  a  narrow  band- 
age or  with  a  eoft  cord.  Following  the  removal  of 
the  scab,  the  legs  should  be  treated  with  a  solution  of 
balsam  of  Peru  in  alcohol,  equal  parts.  Or  strong  sul- 
phur ointment  or  creolin  solution  one  part,  water,  ten 
parts,  may  be  applied  once  daily. 


B.  Tlioae  not  caused  hy  parasites. 
1.  CORNS. 


As  a  result  of  standing  on  too  sharp  or  too  narrow 
perches  or  having  to  fly  from  heights  on  to  a  hard 
floor,  the  ftet  of  fowls  are  sometimes  irritated  in  such 
a  way  that  the  skin  becomes  thick,  hard  and  painful. 
These  thickenings  constitute  corns  and  occasion  some 
lameness  and  w^ben  the  bird  is  caught  and  examined 
closely  the  cause  of  the  trouble  can  be  recognized  with- 
out diflftculty. 

The  treatment  consists  in  paring  the  elevation  off 
with  a  sharp  knife,  painting  the  surface  with  tincture 
of  iodine  and  removing  the  cause  by  making  the 
perohes  tvide  and  smooth  or  lowering  them,  as  may  be 
requfrpd. 
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BUMBLEFOOT. 


The  causes  that  produce  corns  ^vill,  if  of  an  espe- 
cially severe  t^-pe,  cause  deep  and  serious  bruises  of  the 
jointj  of  the  feet  and  legs.  These  bruises  are  followed 
by  swellings  of  the  joints,  the  parts  become  very  ten- 
der and  sore  so  that  it  becomes  diflicult  for  the  bird  to 
walk.  The  principal  joint  of  the  foot  may  become  very 
much  enlarged  so  that  the  deformity  can  be  seen  from 
a  considerable  distance.  A  close  examination  will 
sfhow  that  the  swelling  is  very  painful  to  pressure  and 
is  sometimes  feverish  and  soft.  If  it  does  not  termin- 
ate within  a  short  time,  germs  from  the  injury  may 
enter  the  bones  or  pass  to  joints  further  up  the  leg 
and  lead  to  swelling,  great  soreness  and  sometimes 
to  abscess  formation  or  gangrene. 

The  causes  of  bumblofoot  should  be  avoidi^d  and  the 
treatment  of  the  condition  consists  in  applying  flaxseed 
poultices,  by  tying  a  bag  of  cheesecloth  containing  the 
poultice  aioimd  the  foot,  or  applying  an  ointment 
made  of  creolin  and  vaseline  (one  part  to  forty).  If 
the  swelling  bec^omes  soft,  so  that  it  is  evident  that 
it  contains  pus  it  should  be  opened  by  making 
an  incision  into  it  with  a  shai^p  knife  and  its 
contents  should  then  be  syringed  out  with  a  solu- 
tion of  er(H)lin  and  water  (one  [mrt  to  flfty).  In  the 
more  severe  cases,  accompanied  by  the  foi-mation  of 
large  abscesses  of  grangrene,  no  treatment  can  be  suc- 
cessful. Scmt  cases  of  bimiblefoot  develop  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  and  then  continue  in  the  same  condition 
for  a  long  time,  leaving  the  fowl  with  a  chronic  de 
formity  of  the  feet.  Tliese  old  cases  are  best  treated 
by  fiainling  the  enlarged  joints  w  itii  iodine  or  by  open 
iiig  the  swellings  and  applying  iodine  to  their  interior. 
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3.  GOUT. 


Fowls  of  (he  heavy  breeds,  when  kept  in  a  high  con- 
dition and  allowed  but  little  exercise,  may  develop  a 
disease  that  is  practically  identical  with  gout  in  man. 
It  usually  develops  rather  slowly,  beginning  as  a  some- 
what indefinite  lameness  tliat  might  be  mistaken  for 
rheumatism.  But  shortly  the  joints  of  the  feet  and 
legs,  and  sometimes  of  the  wings  as  well,  swell,  be- 
come painful  to  pressure,  the  bird  becomes  disinclined 
to  move;  later,  little  tumors,  that  are  rather  hard,  ap- 
pear about  the  affected  joints  and  still  later  the  skin 
covering  thest  enlargements  becomes  dry,  brittle  and 
breaks,  exposing  a  yellow  or  grayish  crumbling,  chalky 
mass  which  is  composed  pnncipally  of  uric  acid  and  its 
salts.  Sometimes,  the  toes  dry  up,  lose  their  life  "and 
fall  of.  The  general  spirits  of  the  fowl  are,  of  course, 
depressed,  because  it  is  difficult  for  it  to  get  around. 
It  becomes  feverish,  loses  its  appetite,  wastes  away  and 
toward  the  end  develops  a  diarrhoea  that  hastens 
death.  • 

Treatment  of  gout  consists  in  removing  the  enlarge- 
ments by  scraping  them  off  with  a  blunt  instrument  or 
catting  them  away  with  a  knife,  and,  internally,  bicar- 
bonate of  sode  should  be  administered.  This  can  be 
supplied  by  adding  it  to  the  drinking  water  in  quanti- 
ties of  gbout  a  teespoonful  to  the  pint. 
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4.  FREEZING. 


The  feet,  combs  and  wattles  of  fowls  exposed  during 
very  cold  weather  are  frequently  frozen.  Usually  but 
little  can  be  done  after  the  injury  has  taken  place  un- 
less the  condition  is  detected  early,  at  which  time  it 
may  be  possible  to  wive  the  frozen  parts  by  removing 
the  frost  with  applications  of  snow  or  cold  water, 
annointing  the  frozen  parts  with  cosmoline  or  camphor- 
ated oil  and  placing  the  fowl  in  a  reasonably,  though 
not  very,  warm  place,  and  keeping  the  frozen  parts 
moistened  with  the  applications  mentioned. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BONES. 


1.  RICKETS. 


Rickets  is  a  disease  of  the  bones  that  prevents  their 
becoming  hard  and  stiff  as  they  should,  thus  allowing 
them  to  bend  and  become  deformed  under  the  weight 
of  the  fowl.  The  bones  that  are  most  frequently  sub- 
ject to  deformity  in  cases  of  rickets  are  those  of  the 
legs  and  the  breast  bone  because  these  carry  the  most 
weight  Rickets  usually  results  from  improper  feed- 
ing. A  growing  fowl  should  not  only  have  food  to 
make  flesh  but  also  to  make  bone,  and  unless  this  is 
supplied  in  sufficient  quantity  and  in  an  available 
form,  the  imperfectly  nourished  bones  develop  the  con- 
dition abi^ve  described. 

The  treatment  consists  in  giving  sufficient  food  of  a 
pr«>per  sort,  snch  as  grains  of  all  kinds,  gi*ound  bone, 
ground  shells,  wallplaster  from  old  buildings,  broken 
egg  shells,  etc.  A  composition  in  high  repute  among 
!he  poulterers  of  England  is  Parrish's  chemical  food. 
Phosphate  of  lime,  which  is  the  principal  and  most 
valaable  ir.gredient  of  Parrish's  chemical  food,  can  be 
administered  in  dos^^s  of  two  or  three  gi-ains  per  day 
to  each  yourg  chick  that  is  noticed  to  be  rickety  in 
the  least  degree. 
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2.  FKAOTUKKS. 


Fractures  of  the  legs  and  wiiigu  are  not  infrequent. 
As  a  rule,  it  does  not  pay  to  treat  them  unless  the  fowl 
is  unusually  valuable  or  a  cage  bird  that  there  is  es- 
pecial reason  f(M*  saving.  Fractures  of  the  legs  can 
usually  be  splintered  and  the  bones  kept  in  position 
with  little  difficulty  by  applying  a  splint  of  cork, 
leather  or  quill.  The  leg  should  be  wrapped  in  absor- 
bent cotton,  the  bones  placed  in  a  proper  position,  the 
splint  applied  and  then  wrapped  with  soft  wool,  yarn 
or  with  a  narrow  muslin  bandage.  After  splinting, 
the  bird  should  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible.  If  it  is 
a  large  adult  fowl  it  may  be  necessary  to  place  it  in  a 
small  box  or  basket  for  from  two  to  three  weeks.  At 
the  expirati<Mi  of  this  period  union  has  usually  taken 
place. 

Fractures  of  the  wing  are  somewhat  more  difficult 
to  treat,  because  the  muscles  and  feathers  interfere 
with  the  application  of  a  bandage,  so  that  the  best 
method  is  merely  to  fold  the  wing  in  its  natural  posi- 
tion against  the  side  of  the  bird  and  hold  it  there  by 
a  bandage  passed  around  the  body,  until  the  fracture 
has  united. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


1.  DIPHTHERIA  OR  ROUP. 


Diphtheria,  croup  or  roup,  is  a  very  common  dis- 
ease among  poultry,  and  undoubtedly  destroys  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  fowls  in  the  United  States  every 
year.  There  are  two  forms  of  roup,  one  caused  by 
bacteria  and  the  other  by  protozoa,  but  since  the  symp^ 
toms,  remedies  and  means  of 
prevention  are  very  much 
alike  in  both  cases  it  is  not 
necessary  that  they  should 
be  considered  separately  in 
this  report. 

Roup  is,  in  all  cases,  a 
contagious  or  "catching" 
disease.  It  spreads  from 
one  fowl  to  another  and 
may  be  carried  from  flock 
to  flock  by  the  interdiange 
of  birds.  It  is  thought  by 
some  that  roup  may  be  pro- 
duced by  exposure,  and  that 
it  is  merely  a  severe  cold  or 
catarrh,  but  careful  observa- 
tion shows  that  this  view  is 
not  correct,   and   that    roup 
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can  only  be  produced  by  the  specific  organisms  of  tlie 
disease.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  unfavorable  in- 
fluences, sveh  as  those  that  cause  colds  predispose 
poultry  to  roup  and  place  the  birds  in  such  a  condition 
that  they  are  more  apt  to  develop  it  when  expoeed  to 
it,  and  perhaps  cause  the  appearance  of  the  disease  in 
a  severe  and  fatal  form  when  it  would  have  followed  a 
mild  course  if  these  unfavorable  conditions  had  not  ex- 
isted. Young  fowls,  tender  breeds,  and  birds  in  poor 
condition,  and  especially  those  that  are  poorly  cared 
for,  are  most  predisposed  to  roup.  All  varities  of  do- 
mestic fowls  may  contract  it.  It  also  affects  cage 
birds  and  outbreaks  have  been  described  among  wild 
birds. 

The  characteristic  symptom  from  which  this  disease 
derives  its  name  consists  in  the  appearance  of  white 
patches  on  the  membrane  lining  the  mouth  and  nose, 
the  air  passages;  and  these  same  patches  occasionally 
develop  on  the  skin,  in  the  intestines  or  in  the  lungs. 
The  patches  or  roup  are  at  first  white  and  resemble  a 
white  mould.  The  size  of  the  patch  is  indefinite  and 
never  the  same  in  two  individuals.  It  may  be  very 
small,  or  it  may  extend  over  the  entire  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth.  Sometimes,  it  appears  first  on 
the  sides  of  the  tongue,  sometimes  on  the  roof  of  the 
mouth,  sonretimes  in  the  throat  or  about,  or  in,  the 
nose  or  eye,  on  the  skin  of  the  head,  or  in  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  l>ody.  At  first,  the  fowl  does  not  show 
much  inconvenience.  As  the  patch  matures  it  be- 
comes yellow,  its  borders  dry  and  adhere  closely  to 
the  mucous  membrane,  and  if  it  is  large  enough,  it 
may  obstruct  the  air  passagt^s  or  the  mouth  and  cause 
serious  difficulty  in  breathing.  At  this  stage  of  the 
disease  the  fowl  refuses  food,  becomes  sluggish  and 
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presents  the  usual  well-known  appearance  of  a  sick 
<:liicken.  The  patches  sometimes  putrefy  and  become 
exceedingly  oflfeiisive.  When  they  are  scraped  away 
it  is  noticed  that  the  tissues  beneath  are  raw  and  sore. 
The  interference  with  breathing  may  be  so  serious  that 
the  bird  will  hold  its  mouth  open  and  struggle  for  air 
like  a  chicken  with  gapes.  The  entire  face  is  some- 
times covered  Tvith  patches  of  false  membrane,  the 
eye  may  become  affected  or  destroyed  and  the  air 
passages  may  be  completely  obstructed  so  that  death 
is  caused  by  suffocation.  The  comer  of  the  mouth 
seems  to  be  a  favorite  seat  for  the  development  of  diph 
theritic  false  n^embrane. 

The  disease  usually  follows  a  chr-onic  course  lasting 
several  days  or  several  weeks.  In  some  outbreaks, 
however,  the  germ  of  the  disease  seems  to  be  more 
virulent  than  in  others,  and  in  these  cases  the  birds 
may  die  after  the  lapse  of  but  a  few  days.  In  strong 
individuals,  and  especially  where  the  general  type  of 
the  outbreak  is  not  of  a  very  virulent  character,  the 
tendency  is  toward  recovery,  but  the  disease  is  never 
theless  destructive,  because  recovered  birds  are  fre- 
quently thin  and  unproductive  for  a  long  period.  The 
fact  that  fovls  suffering  from  roup  do  not  show  evi- 
dence of  general  disturbance  until  the  loical  changes 
are  quite  obvious,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  roup  is  es- 
sentially a  local  disease  of  the  mucous  membranes, 
and  general  disease  does  not  result  until  the  air  or 
food  passages  are  obstructed  or  interfered  with  by  the 
patches,  or  general  infection  takes  place. 

The  treatment  of  roup  must  begin  with  the  isolation 
of  the  afflicted  fowl  and  thorough  disinfection  of  the 
poultry  house  and  yards.  This  disinfection  should  be 
carried  out  with  great  care,  and  should  be  preceded  by 
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a  thorough  cleacsing  of  the  droppings.  The  yards 
should  be  sprinkled  with  lime,  the  feeding  place  should 
be  scrupulously  cleansed  and  disinfected,  and  the 
w«ter  supply  should  be  looked  to  carefully,  in  order  to 
avoid  possible  impurities  or  contamination.  The  fowls 
that  die  should  be  cremated 
or  deeply  buried  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  poultry 
grounds.  The  individual 
patients  need  not  be  de- 
jitroyed,  as  is  sometimes 
done,  because  it  is  fre- 
quently possible  to  save 
them  by  means  of  very  sim- 
ple treatment.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  place  them  in  warm, 
dry  quarters,  and  feed  nu- 
tritious, attractive  food. 
I>ouglass  mixture,  referred 
to  on  page  38,  is  useful.  The 
diphtheritic  patches  should 
be  removed  by  scraping 
lightly  with  a  blunt  metal  or 
wooden  instrument,  or  by 
nibbing  them  oflf  with  a 
swab  made  by  wrapping  a  simill  pledget  of  cot- 
ton about  tlw  end  of  a  toothpick.  After  they 
are  removed,  the  raw  surface  thus  exposed  should 
be  treated  with  an  antiseptic,  for  the  purpoeie 
of  destroying  the  disease  germs  that  remain.  One  of 
the  best  applications  for  this  purpose  is  a  10  per  cent, 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  to  be  applied  cautiously 
and  in  small  quantities,  with  a  camel's  hair  brusih. 
Or,  a  2  per  cent., solution  of  creolin  or  carbolic  acid 
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may  be  used.  A  solutiou  of  corrosive  sublimate  (1  part 
to  1,000  of  water)  is  also  sufficient,  but  must  be  used 
with  great  care.  Iwersen  recommends  petroleum  in 
this  disease  and  advises  that  a  drop  of  this  substance 
shall  be  placed  in  the  nasal  passage  of  the  diseased 
fowl,  and  that  the  diseased  membranes  be  treated  with 
Hght  applications  applied  with  a  small  brash.  If  the 
nose  is  stopped  up,  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  diluted  with 
an  equal  amount  of  water,  may  be  injected  with  a  glass 
and  rubber  medicine  dropper.  If  the  dropper  has  a 
bent  point,  the  medicine  may  be  squirted  into  the  back 
of  the  nose  through  the  openings  in  the  roof  of  the 
mouth. 

Roup  or  diphtheria  may  be  prevented  by  avoiding 
unsanitary  conditions,  by  enforcing  cleanliness,  disin- 
fecting frequently  and  preventing  the  introduction  of 
foreign  fowls  into  the  flock  until  they  have  been  kept 
isolated  long  enoug^i  to  make  sure  that  they  are 
healthy. 

Cases  have  been  reported  from  time  to  time  in  which 
it  has  been  claimed  that  diphtheria  of  fowls  has  been 
conveyed  to  people  and  vice  versa.  Recent  investiga- 
tions, however,  indicate  that  this  disease  in  man  and 
birds  is  caused  by  different  organisms,  and  that  the 
probability  of  transmission  is  not  very  great. 

With  reference  to  this  matter,  Dr.  V.  A.  Moore 
writes  as  follows:*  **A  I  though  the  number  of  reported 
eases  of  the  transmission  of  diphtheria  to  the  human 
species  and  v)ee  versa  is  small  in  comparison  with  the 
extent  of  the  disease  in  poultry,  the  evidence  that  such 
a  transmission  is  possible  is  quite  sufficient  to  discour- 
age the  careless  handling  of  diseased  fowls.  It  is 
quite  a  common  practice,  usually  in  the  rural  districts. 
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to  bring  sick  chickeus  into  the  house  for  treatment 
where  the  children  of  the  household  are  allowed  to 
fondle  them  at  will.  It  is  not  improbable  that  when 
this  disease  is  tboroui^hlj  investigated  the  number  of 
cases  of  direct  infection  from  this  source  will  be  found 
to  be  much  larger  than  is  at  present  supposed.  Until 
such  invest igfiticns  are  satisfactorily  completed  the  in- 
discriminate handling  of  diphtheritic  fowls,  especially 
by  children,  and  the  exposure  of  fowls  to  the  infection 
of  diphtheria  in  the  human  species  whereby  they  may 
become  carriers  of  the  virus,  should  be  strenuously 
av-oided." 


2.  FOWL  CHOLERA. 


The  desigration  fowl  cholera  includes  several  in- 
fectious diseases  of  i)oultry,  none  of  which  have  been 
thoroughly  studied  in  this  country  during  recent  years. 
The  fowl  cholera  that  occurs  in  France  and  Germany 
is  very  well  understood,  but  its  s^iuptonw;  do  not  agree 
fully  with  those  of  the  various  diseases  known  as  fowl 
cholera  in  tiiis  eountrj'.  The  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry in  Washington  has  made  some  investigations 
of  outbreaks  of  fatal  contagious  diseases  among  chick- 
ens and  pigeons  but  the  work  is  not  yet  completed. 
So  far  as  it  has  gone,  it  indicates  that  one  of  the  af- 
fecrions  known  as  fowl  cholera  is  caused  by  a  rod- 
shaped  bacillus  that  is  exceedingly  resistant  to  ex- 
tremes of  temperature,  and  can  probably  live  in  pro- 
tected places  for  a  long  period.* 
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'riie  sviuptoms  of  Americun  fowl  cholera  were  first 
ile8cribe<l  by  Dr.  Salmon  in  1880.  Tliey  ini'lude  the 
voiding  of  fatces  of  which  the  part  tliat  is  normally 
white  is  yellow.  The  white  part  of  the  faeces  is  ex- 
creted by  the  kidneys,  and  the  yellow  discoloration  of 
this  excrement  is  usually  the  first  indication  of  dis- 
ease. Shortly  thereafter  the  droppings  become  thin 
and  fluid,  they  are  voided  frequently  and  envelop  by 
a  layer  of  tbin  mucous.  The  fowl  bec^oraes  depressed, 
it  stands  still  or  assumes  a  sitting  posture,  goes  into 
a  sunny,  w{»rm  place  if  possible.  The  plumage  be- 
comes ruflBed,  the  head  is  dra\^Ti  down,  the  comb  be- 
comes pale  and  bloodless,  and  the  appetite  is  depressed 
or  lost.  The  depression  and  torpidity  of  the  fowl  in- 
creases until  it  seems  to  become  unconscious  and  can- 
not be  aroused  by  objects  that  usually  frighten  it.  The 
bird  becomes  thin  and  w^eak  and  sometimes  passes  into 
a  stupor  and  dies.  In  other  cases,  it  may  have  convul- 
sions prior  to  death. 

The  symptoms  6f  the  European  fowl  cholera,  which 
may  also  occur  in  this  country,  although  it  has  never 
been  proven  definitely,  are  in  many  respects  similar 
to  the  above.  In  many  cases,  the  disease  runs  such  a 
vei'y  short  course  that  no  evidence  of  illness  is  dis- 
covered until  the  bird  tumbles  over  in  convulsions  and 
dies.  Sometimes,  the  course  of  the  disease  is  so  rapid 
that  more  than  half  of  a  large  flock  of  apparently 
healthy  chickens  will  die  during  a  single  night. 
Usually,  however,  the  disease  lasts  from  one  to  three 
days,  and  is  evidenced  by  loss  of  appetite,  depression, 
ruffling  of  the  feathers,  hanging  wings,  inclination  to 
iret  away  from  the  flock,  high  temperature,  discharge 
of  mucous  from  the  mouth,  diarrhoea,  thin  faeces,  that 
are  at  first  slightly  yellowish,  but  later  on  greenish  and 
7-1 
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having  an  ofTeiisive  odor:  great  thirst,  bluish  discolora 
tion  of  the  comb,  and  death  either  in  a  stupor  or  pre- 
ceded by  e<»i«vul8ions.  After  death,  the  dissection  of 
the  bird  reveals  nnnieroiis  r^:^  spots  on  the  internal 
organs  and  especially  on  the  intestines.  The  lungs 
are  congested,  red,  full  of  blood;  the  liver  is  full  of 
blood  and  somewhat  enlarged,  and  the  blood  itself  is 
dark  and  thick.  The  intestines  sometimes  contain  a 
red  mass  of  clotted  blood. 

Another  disease  that  is  usually  included  with  fowl 
cholera  is  a  form  of  infectious  enteritis  of  chickens, 
which  consists  in  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels  that  is 
of  a  very  severe  type,  and  causes  death  within  one  or 
two  days  after  the  beginning  of  the  attack.  The  first 
symptom  is  diarrhoea,  there  is  loss  of  appetite  and  de- 
pressdon,  but  the  torpor  is  not  so  profound  as  in  the 
disease  described  above. 

McFady€»an  has  recently  described  an  outbreak  of 
disease  aniong  turkeys  that  was  characterized  by  an 
inflammatioi  of  the  lungs  and  pericardium.  Tho 
symptoms  were  general  stiffness  of  the  neck  and 
limbs,  hanging  of  the  wings  and  tail,  roughness  of  the 
feathers,  difficult  breathing,  discharge  of  frothy  mucous 
from  the  mouth,  diarrhoea,  with  thiii,  whitish  or  yel- 
low faeces  and  death.  In  this  outbreak,  a  germ  was 
found  that  was  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  germ 
of  fowl  cholera,  but  presented  points  of  difference  that 
were  sufficic  ntly  well  marked  to  enable  him  to  classify 
it  as  another  organism. 

Eqirootic  dysentery  has  been  discovered  among 
chickens  and  ducks  and  reported  upon  by  veterinarians 
in  a  number  of  places.  The  disease  begins  as  a 
diarrhoea,  usnally  attacking  young  chickens  first. 
There  is  depression,  chilliness,  ruffling  of  the  plumage. 
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loss  of  appetite,  gradually  becominjjj  more  intense  until 
the  animal  dies,  during  the  second  week  of  the  attack. 

All  of  the  above  conditions  are  popularly  known  as 
fowl  cholera,  and,  moreover,  the  term  as  commonly 
used,  undoubtedly  includes  a  number  of  other  diseases 
that  are  not  contagious  at  all.  When  fowls  die  in 
large  nun  bers  it  is  usually  said  that  the  disease  affect- 
ing them  was  fowl  cholera,  although  it  may  have  been 
produced  by  mismanagement  of  almost  any  kind. 

The  treatment  of  individual  fowls  aflfiicted  with  such 
a  highly  contagious  disease  as  true  fowl  cholera  is  not 
to  be  recommended,  because  in  the  first  place,  so  long 
as  the  infected  fowl  remains  around,  there  is  danger 
that  its  poisonous  products  may  be  carried  to  healthy 
birds.  Secondly,  there  is  little  chance  of  curing  it 
and  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  try. 
•  The  imi,K)rtant  point  in  this  connection  is  the  pre- 
vention of  disease,  and  fowl  cholera  can  usually  be  pre- 
vented by  preventing  the  introduction  of  fowls  suffering 
from  it  or  that  come  from  infected  localities.  If  the  dis- 
ease is  once  introduced,  the  most  stringent  measures 
should  be  enforced  as  regards  cleanliness,  disinfection 
and  the  total  destruction  of  the  carcasses  of  the  dead 
birds.  The  birds  that  are  still  healthy  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  flock  and  placed  in  a  wholesome  local- 
ity. The  droppings  from  the  diseased  fowls  should  be 
burned  or  thoroughly  disinfected  by  mixing  with  a  ten 
per  cent,  solution  of  sulphuric  acid  or  with  a  quantity 
of  lime  equal  in  amount  to  the  manure.  The  building 
should  be  disinfected  by  cleaning  it  very  thoroughly, 
flushing  the  floor  with  a  saturated  solution  of  copperas 
and  spraying  the  interior  with  a  5  per  cent,  solution 
of  carbolic  acid  followed  by  white-washing.  Tf  the 
pens  and  runs  can  be  abandoned  for  a  year  and  grass 
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grown  in  thein,  this  is  the  best  plan,  but  if  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  do  this  Ihey  should  be  cleaned  with  as  great 
thoroughness  as  possible  and  slacked  lime  scattered 
over  the  sui-face  of  the  earth,  which,  should  be  plowed. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  germs  of  fowl- 
cholera  may  be  carried  in  the  feathers,  so  that  a  per- 
fectly health^)  fowl,  coming  from  a  diseased  flock,  may 
carry  the  disease  to  another  flock  a  long  distance  away. 
These  germs  may  also  be  carried  on  the  shoes  and 
clothing  of  persons;  by  vermin,  as  rats  or  mice,  or  they 
may  become  attached  to  light  objects,  such  as  leaves, 
and  be  carried  long  distances  by  the  wind.  If  the  dis- 
ease exists  among  the  fowls  along  the  water  course, 
those  lower  down  the  stream  may  receive  the  germs 
with  their  water  supply.  So,  whenever  this  disease 
prevails  in  a  locality,  one  cannot  guard  his  fowls  too 
carefullv. 


HLA(nvHP}A I)— INFECTIOUS        INTERO  HEPA 
TITIS  OF  TURKEYS. 


The  disease  of  turkeys  papular  known  as  blackhead, 
has  prevailed  for  a  long  time  in  the  New  England 
states  and  pai-ticularly  in  Rhode  Island.  Attention 
was  called  to  it  some  few  years  ago  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Cushman,  an  oflBcer  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  of  Rhode  Island,  but  all  of  our  recent  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  blackhead  results  from  the  investi- 
gations of  Drs.  Theobald  Smith  and  V.  A.  Moore.* 

The  disease  is  called  "blackhead"  beciiuse  in  some  of 
the  turkeys  afflicted  with  it,  the  comb  and  head  become 
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dark.  The  designation  is  not  a  good  one,  however,  be 
cause  this  discoloration  of  the  head  may  come  from 
other  causes  than  this  particular  disease,  and  some- 
times in  this  disease  the  head  does  not  become  dark. 
As  yet,  a  good  popular,  descriptive  name  has  not  been 
8ugge«td. 

Infectious  enter o-hepatitis  is  caused  by  protozoa, 
minute  animal  parasites  so  small  and  simple  that  they 
can  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  some  members  of 
the  vegetable  kingdom. 
These  gain  access  to  the  di- 
gt^stive  tract  of  turkeys  and 
enter  the  caeca,  which  are 
two  prolonged  pouches 
springing  from  the  union  of 
the  small  and  large  intes- 
tines. Within  the  caeca, 
the  protozoa  of  this  disease 
irritate  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  cause  it  to  be- 
come thickened  and  ulcer- 
ated. The  caeca  also  be- 
come distended  and  some- 
times extraordinarily  large. 
The  protozoa  penetrate  to 
the  liver  and  cause  there  the 
formation  of  yellowish  spots 
resembling  snnall  abscesses 
filled  with  cheesy  pus.  This 
appearance  results  from  the 
death  of  localized  areas  of 
liver  tissue.  The  surround- 
inir  parts  of  the  liver  are  full 
of  blood,  and  the  entire  organ  is  considerably  enlarged. 


CiECA  OF  Healthy  Turkey. 

The  central  tube  is  the  small  in- 
testine, the  food  passlnsr  down- 
ward in  the  direction  of  the  arrow. 
At  tbe  Junction  of  the  cffica  with 
the  intestine,  the  food  is  drawn 
Into  the  cfeca  by  suction.  Tbe 
tbickneas  of  tbe  caeca  1  wall  is 
shown  in  a.  One-half  natural 
size  (Moore). 
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These  are  the  pnnci])al  features  revealed  bv  a  post 
mortem  examination.  The  symptoms  are  rather  in- 
(letinite  because  the  disease  does  not  follow  a  regular 
eo'irae,  so  that  a  slightly  affected  turkey  may  present 
certain  s^nnptoms,  while  one  in  a  more  advanced  stage 
of  the  disease  may  present  entirely  different  symp 
toms,  that  may  be  so  different  from  the  first  that  no 
connection  between  the  cases  wonld  be  suspected  by 
an  ordinary  observer.  It 
has  been  noticed  by  those 
who  have  investigated  this 
disease,  that  turkeys  fre- 
quently appear  to  recover 
from  it;  this  is,  after  having 
been  aflfiicted,  sometimes 
quite  seriously,  they  pick  up 
in  condition  thereafter  and 
apparently  recover,  but  a 
post  mortem  examination  of 
these  fowls  will  show  dis- 
tinct evidence  of  the  disease. 
The  walls  of  the  caecum  are 
still  thickened,  the  spots  in 
the  liver  remain,  and  a  mi 
croscopic;il  examination  of 
the  contents  of  the  caecum 
reveal  the  living  parasite  of 
the  disease,  so  that  these  ap 
parently  recovered  birds 
continue  as  sources  of  infec 
tion  and  can  convey  the  dis 
ease  to  other  fowls. 

Young  turkeys  are  most 


CjKla  or  Turkey  Showing  Ek- 
KBTT  OF  Protozoan  Di^kask. 

The  upper  two-thirds  of  one 
cteoum  is  aflTected,  also  an  area,  a  8 
near  the  union  with  the  colon. 
The  other  cfecum  is  thickened  Ht 
the  points,  b.  The  thickness  m 
the  aflTected  cnecal  wails  is  shown 
in  section  c.  One-third  natural 
size  (Mooret. 
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predisposed  to  the  disease.  When  it  is  severe,  they 
lose  condition^  develop  diarrhoea,  become  thiu,  weak, 
ragged-looking,  their  heads  sometimes  become  dark, 
and  they  gradually-  die  in  an  emaciated,  exhausted  con- 
dition.. The  disease  can  be  recognized  positively  after 
death  by  discovering  the  conditions  described  above. 
Blackhead  has  been  discovered  among  turkeys  in 
eastern  New  York,  and  although  its  presence  has  not 
been  demonstrated  positively  jimong  the  turkeys  of 
Penns)  Ivania,  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  it  exists  here  and 
some  outbreaks  of  diseiise 
that  have  been  described 
closely  resemble  blackhead. 
Our  knowledge  of  this  dis- 
ease is  so  recent  that  as  yet 
it  is  only  possible  to  experi- 
ment with  remedies  with  a 
view  to  curing  the  affection.  ^^^^  ^,  ^^„^ 

Dr.   Smith   suggests   the     use      showing  effect  of  protozoan  dl.- 

of  quinine  and   it    may    be  **•*•  one-third  natural  8i«,. 
that  salicylate  of  soda,  creolin  or  calomel  will  prove  ad 
vantageons,  but  as  yet  the  use  of  any  drug  is  purely  ex- 
perimental. 

It  has  been  shown  by  Dr.  Moore's  exeperiments  that 
rhe  parasite  of  the  disease  exists  in  the  droppings 
from  afflicted  fowls,  and  that  it  may  be  transferred  di- 
rectly to  healthy  birds  by  keeping  them  where  these 
droppings  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate.  The  mal- 
ady has  also  been  pr<xluced  in  healthy  turkeys  by 
feeding  the  disease<1  organs  of  its  victims.  Tliese  in- 
vestigation? are  v(m-,\  important,  b^'canse  they  indicate 
0  means  of  avoiding  t]w  spread  of  the  disease.     Old 
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turkeys  ou  affected  farms  should  Ik?  disposed  of 
whether  they  appear  to  be  sound  or  not.  The  iH>o«ting 
place  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  droppings  should 
be  collected  and  disinfected  and  the  entire  locality 
aihould  be  disinfected  as  thoroughly  as  possible  by 
spraying  with  carbolic  acid  solution,  saturating  the 
lloors  and  earth  with  saturated  solutions  of  copperas 
and  covering  the  soil  with  lime.  Then,  if  turkey  breed- 
ing is  to  be  continued,  fresh  stock  should  be  purchased 
from  regions  where  the  disease  does  not  exist  or  tur- 
keys should  be  hatched  under  hens  and  in  this  way  the 
nucleus  of  a  new  and  sound  flock  may  be  acquired. 


4.  TrHKRCULOSIS. 


Tuberculosis,  or  consumption,  is  a  very  common  dis 
<»ase  among  people  and  among  several  species  of  our 
domestic  animals,  particularly  cattle  and  swine.  It  is 
also  found,  although  comparatively  rarely,  among 
other  species  of  the  domestic  animals.  In  some  places 
fowls  are  frequently  found  that  are  afflicted  with  this 
disease.  For  a  long  time  it  was  tliought  it  might  have 
})een  acquired  thi*ough  eating  the  exp<»ctorations  of 
tuberculous  animals  or  man,  w  feeding  upon  tuber- 
culous organs  of  slaughtered  animals,  but  recent  in- 
vestigations have  made  it  practically  certain  that  tu- 
berculosis of  fowls  IS  not  the  same  disease  as  tuber- 
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cuk>sis  of  the  hig'her  animals,  and  although  these  are 
similar  it  is  caused  bv  a  somewhat  different  germ,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  it  is  ever  acquired  from  the 
highei*  animals  nor  that  the  higher  animals  can  acquire 
tuberculosis  from  fowls.  The  principal  symptoms  of 
tuberculosis  are  those  of  a  lingering  illness  that  grad- 
ually becomes  mere  severe.  Sometimes,  tubercles  ap- 
pear as  hard  and  horny  or  as  soft  and  cheesy  swellings 
on  the  skin  or  about  the  joints.  There  is  waisting,  the 
comb  and  the  membnines  of  the  head  become  pale,  the 
strengtli  of  the  fowl  is  gi*adually  losit  and  finally  it 
dies,  after  having  shrunken  to  a  mere  mass  of  bones, 
skin  and  feathers. 

After  death,  HI  tie  wiiite  or  yellow  tubercles  which 
contain  cheesy  matter  may  be  found  in  the  liver  and 
spleen.  Al>out  half  of  the  fatal  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  birds  show  tubercles,  which  appear  as  rather  dense 
round  masses,  in  the  walls  of  intestine.  They  may 
also  be  found  in  some  ca.ses  in  the  peritoneum,  the 
membrane  lining  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  in  the 
Inngs.  Many  of  the  birds  in  Zoological  Gardens  die 
of  tuberculosis,  and  it  is  very  common  among  cage 
birds.  A  number  of  cases  in  parrots  have  been  seen 
at  the  Veterinary  Hospital  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Tuberculosis  of  j>arrots  differs  somewhat 
from  that  of  chickens,  in  that  it  may  be  caused  by  a 
^rerra  identical  with  that  causing  tuberculosis  of  man, 
and  may  be  derived  from  or  transmitted  to  people.  So 
that  tulierculous  parrots  are  a  menace  to  human 
health. 

There  is  no  cure  for  tuberculosis,  and  the  most  effi- 
cient means  of  preventing  it  consists  in  killing  and 
burninii:  fovls  that  uiav  he  suffering  witli  it  and  thor- 
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bv  them. 


5.  U()IN(i  LKiHT. 


Pigeon  fanciers  speak  of  a  disease  of  pigeons  known 
as  'Agoing  light/'  which  means  that  the  diseased  birds 
are  beeoraing  lighter  and  thinner  cr,  in  other  words, 
wasting  away.  The  designation  is  applied  so  gener- 
ally and  loosely  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  attach 
a  definite  meaning  to  it  or  discover  that  it  relates  to  a 
single  disease.  An  outbreak  of  disease  among  pigeons 
has  been  studied  by  Dr.  Moore,  who  found  tliat  a  rather 
chronic  wasting  disease  was  produced  by  a  germ  that 
in  some  respects  resembled  the  genu  lliat  causes  hog 
cholera.  "Going  light'*  might  be  defined  in  many  cases 
as  a  chronic,  wasting  disea:?e  of  pigeons,  that  is  due  to 
a  cause  that  is  urknown,  but  which  is  probably  of  an 
infectious  nature.  In  some  of  the  outbreaks,  the  dis- 
ease runs  a  much  more  rapid  course  than  in  others, 
and  causes  deaih  within  a  few  days.  In  other  cases, 
its  course  is  quite  prolonged  and  the  bird  sometimes 
recovers.  If  treatment  is  employed  it  should  consist 
in  the  admii»istrat'on  of  general  tonics,  such  as  qui- 
nine, in  one  grain  doses  twice  a  day;  cod  liver  oil,  one- 
half  teaspoonful,  3  or  4  times  daily;  reduced  iron  in  the 
food.  Warm,  well  ventilated,  comfortable  surround- 
ings, and  nourishing  and  attractive  food  must  be  pro 
vided.     The  pigeon  loft  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed 
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and  disinfected  in  reference  to  this  affection,  and  if 
pigeon  fanciers  will  notify  the  State  Veterinarian 
when  outbreaks  appear  they  will  be  inve8ti«:ated  with 
a  view  of  discovering  the  exact  cause  and  the  measures 
fo  be  taken  to  cere  or  prevent  it. 
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DESCRIPTION    OF    OPPOSITE    PLATE. 

Prom  A  to  B,  cervical  vertebrae.  1,  spinous  process  of  the 
third  vertebra;  2,  inferior  rldgre  on  body  of  the  same; 
3,  styloid  prolongation  of  the  transverse  process  of  the 
same;  4  vertebnal  foramen  of  the  same;  If,  2',.  3', 
4^,  the  same  parts  in  the  twelfth  vertebra.  From  B  to  C,  dor- 
sal vertebrae;  6,  spinous  process  of  the  first;  7,  crest  formed  by 
the  union  of  the  other  spinous  processes.  Prom  D  to  E,  coccy- 
geal vertebrae.  P,  G,  head;  8,  interorbital  septum;  9,  foramen 
of  communication  between  the  two  orbits;  10,  premaxlllary 
bone;  10/,  external  openings  of  the  nose;  11,  maxilla;  12,  os 
quadratum;  13,  malar  bone;  H,  sternum;  14,  brisket  or  keel; 
15,  episternal  process;  16,  Internal  lateral  process;  17,  lateral 
external  process;  18,  membrane  which  closes  the  internal  notch; 
19,  membrane  of  the  external  notch.  I,  etc.,  superior  ribs,  20, 
posterior  process  of  the  fifth;  J,  inferior  ribs;  K,  scapula;  L, 
Coracoid  bone:  M,  forculum — m.  m,  its  two  branches;  N,  hum- 
erus; O,  ulna — 0,  radius;  P,  P',  bones  of  carpus;  Q,  Q',  bones 
of  metacarpus;  R,  first  phalanx  of  the  large  diget  of  the  wing. 
r,  second  phalanx  of  the  same;  R,  phalanx  of  thumb;  S,  ilium, 
s^,  ischium,  s'',  pubis,  21,  sciatic  foramen.  22,  foramen  ovale; 
T,  femur;  U,  patella;  V,  tibia,  x,  fibula,  y,  single  bone  of  tarsus; 
Y,  metatarsus,  2^,  superior  process  representing  a  united 
metatarsal  bone;  24,  process  supporting  the  claw;  z,  etc.,  digits. 
— Chauveau. 
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DEJSCRIPTION    OF    OPPOSITE    PLATE. 

The  abdominal  muscles  have  been  removed,  as  well  as  the 
sternum,  heart,  trachea,  the  greater  portion  of  the  neck,  and 
all  the  head  except  the  lower  Jaw,  which  has  been  turned  euside 
to  show  the  tongue,  the  pharnynx  and  the  entrance  to  the 
larynx.  The  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  succentric  ventricle,  gizzard 
and  Intestinal  mass,  have  been  pushed  to  the  right  to  exhibit 
the  different  portions  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  to  expose 
the  ovary  and  oviduct. 

1,  tongue;  2,  pharynx;  3,  first  portion  of  the  oesophagus;  4, 
crop;  5,  second  portion  of  the  oesophagus;  6,  succentric  ven- 
tricle; 7,  gizzard;  8,  origin  of  the  duodenum;  9,  first  branch  of 
the  duodenal  flexture;  10,  second  branch  of  the  same;  11,  origin 
of  the  floating  portion  of  the  small  Intestine;  12,  small  intestine; 
12',  terminal  portion  of  this  intestine,  flanked  on  each  side  by 
the  two  caeca;  13,  fiee  extremities  of  the  caeca;  14,  insertion  of 
these  two  organs  into  the  intestinal  tube;  15,  rectum;  16,  cloaca; 
17,  anus;  18,  mesentary;  19,  left  lobe  of  the  liver;  20,  right  lobe; 
21.  gall-bladder:  22.  insertion  of  the  pancreati"  and  biliary 
ductn;  23,  pancreas;  24.  lung;  25,  ovary  (In  a  state  of  atrophy); 
26,  oviduct.— Chauveau. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GENERAL    VIEJW    OF    THE    DIOEJSTIVE    APPARATUS    OV 
A  FOWL. 
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PART    II 


Enemies  of  Poultry. 


BIRDS  OF  PREY,  OR  THE  BUZZ\RI)S.  EAGLES,  HAWKS 
AND  OWLvS. 


CROWS.  JAYS  AND   RAVENS  THAT   DEVOUR    POULTRY 
AND  DESTROY  EGGS. 


POXES.   WILD    CATS,    MINKS.    WEASELS    AND    OTHER 

MAMMALS    WHICH    FEED    ON     DOMESTICATED 

FOWLS,    WILD    BIRDS   AND    EGGS. 


SOME    FISHES    THAT    PREY   ON    DUCKS   AND    OTHER 
FEATHERED  SPECIES. 


LOCALITIES   WHERE  MANY   OF  THESE  ANIMALS   CAN 
BE  FOUND. 


TAPEWORMS    OF    POULTRY    AND    THE    DESTRUCTION 
OF  NOXIOUS  ANIMALS. 


By  B.   H.  warren,  M.  D.. 

Zoologist  Pennsylvania  Dtparttment  of  Agriculture ;  Ornithologist  Pennsylvania 
5Uate  Horticultural  Society:  Associate  Member  American  Ornithologist's 
Union;  Correiponding  Member  of  tht  Unmran  Society  of  New  York  City  ; 
Author  of  the  Birds  of  Pennsylvania,  etc. 
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LIST  OF   ILLUSTRATIONS. 


The  name  Fisher,  which  appears  after  names  of  different 
birds  of  prey,  indicates  that  the  Illustration  has  been  repro- 
duced from  Dr.  A.K.  Fisher's  report,  Bulletin  No.  3,  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washinsrton,  D.  C,  entitled 
"The  Hawks  and  Owls  of  the  United  States,"  published  In  1893. 
This  document,  prepared  by  Dr.  Fisher,  one  of  the  foremost 
Omltholo^sts  In  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
C.  Hart  Merrlam.  Chief  of  the  Biological  Division  of  the  Na- 
tional Agricultural  Department,  deals  fully  with  the  birds  of 
prey  In  their  relation  to  agriculture.  It  Is,  without  doubt,  the 
best  work  on  this  subject  that  has  been  published. 

The  name  of  Ward,  which  follows  names  of  different  animals, 
signifies  that  the  specimen  from  which  the  Illustration  was 
reproduced  was  furnished  from  the  valuable  collection  of 
Messrs.  H.  A.  and  F.  A.  Ward,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  pro- 
prietors of  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  natural  science 
establishments  in  the  country. 

The  name  Audubon,  placed  after  a  few  names  of  birds  and 
mammals,  shows  that  the  illustration  has  been  copied,  with 
some  minor  changes,  from  Audubon'a  "Birds  of  North  America, 
or  the  "Quadrupeds  of  North  America"  by  Audubon  and  Bach- 
man. 

The  remainder  of  the  illustrations  have  been  made  especially 
for  this  work  from  specimens. 

CHAPTER  HI. 
American  Hawk  Owl  (adult) — ^Ward. 
Bald  Eagle  (adult)— Fisher. 
Bald  Eagle  (young) — ^Ward. 
Barn  Owl  (adult)— Fisher. 
Barred  Owl  (adult)— Fisher. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 
Cooper's  Hawk  (adult) — Fisher. 
Cooper's  Hawk  (young)— Ward. 
Duck  Hawk  (adult)— FL^her. 
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Fish  Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 

Grolden  Ea^le  (adult)— Fisher. 

Goshawk  (adult) — ^Fisher. 

(SoBhawk  (young) — Ward. 

Great  Gray  Owl  (adult)— Ward. 

Great  Horned  Owl  (adult)— Fisher. 

Long-eared  Owl  (adult)— Fisher. 

Marsh  Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 

Mississippi  Kite  (adult)— Fisher. 

Pigeon  Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  (adult) — Fisher. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  (young) — Ward. 

Red-tailed   Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 

Rough-legged  Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 

Rough-legged  Hawk  (young) — ^Ward. 

Saw-whet  Owl  (adult)— Ward. 

Screech  Owl  (adult;  red  and  gray  coats)— Fishei. 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (adult)— Fisher. 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (young)— Ward. 

Short-eared  Owl  (adult)— Fisher. 

Snowy  Owl  (adult)— Ward. 

Sparrow  Hawk  (adults;  male,  female)— Fisher. 

Swallow-tailed  Kite  (adult)— Fisher. 

Turkey  Vulture  (adult)— Ward. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Blue  Jay  (adults) — Audubon. 
Black-crowned  Night  Heron  (adult)— Ward. 
Crow  (adult)— Ward. 
Crow  Blackbird  (adult). 
Green  Heron  (adults)— Ward. 
Great  Blue  Heron  (adult)— Ward. 
Great  Northern  Shrike  (adult)— Ward. 
Northern  Raven  (adult) — ^Ward. 

CHAPTER  V. 

Black  or  Silver  Gray  Fox  (adult).. Audubon. 
Ermine  or  Large  Weasel  (white  coat)— Ward. 
E>mlne  or  Large  Weasel  (brown  coat)— Ward. 
Ermine  or  Large  Weasel  (mixed  coat)— Ward. 
Gray  Fox  (adult)— Ward. 
How  to  Fool  a  Fox. 
Mink  (adult)— Ward. 
Opossum  (adult)— Ward. 
Raccoon  (adult)— Ward. 
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Red  Fox  (adult)— Ward. 
Red  Sqifcirrel  (adult)— Ward. 
Red  Squirrel  (albino). 
Skunle  (adult)— Ward. 
Wildcat  (adult). 

CHAPTER  VI. 
Alon?  Penn's  Creek. 
Along  the  Juniata. 
Along  the  Susquehanna. 
In  Clinton  (^unty. 

The  Narrows,  Pennsylvania   Rdllroad. 
Whore  Foxes  Rove. 

CniAPTER  VU. 
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Amabilia  lamelllgera. 
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IV.— Dicranotaenia  sphenoides. 

Drepanidotaenia  lanceolata. 
v.— Drepanidotaenia  lanceolata. 

Drepanidotaenia  fascia ta. 
VI.— Drepanidotaenia  fasciata. 
VII.— Drepanidotaenia  fasciata. 
Drepanidotaenia  gracilis. 
VIII.— Drepanidotaenia  gracilis. 
IX.— Drepanidotaenia  anatina. 
X.— Drepanidotaenia  anatina. 
Drepazkidotaenia  sinuosa. 
XI.— Drepanidotaenia  sinuosa. 
XII.— Drepanidotaenia  sinuosa. 
Drepanidotaenia  setigera. 
Taenia  Krabbel. 
Kowalewski  nee  Moniez. 
XIII.— Drepanidotaenia  sinuosa. 
Drepanidotaenia  setigera. 
XIV.— Drepanidotaenia  tenulrostrls. 

Drepanidotaenia  infundibuliformls. 
XV.— Drepanidotaenia  infundibuliformls. 

Davainea  proglottina. 
XVI.— Davainea  proglottina. 

Davainea  circumvallata. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XVI 

XVII.— Davalnea  eeBtlcillus. 

Davalnea  echlnobothrida. 
Davalnea  tetrasona. 
XVIII.— Davalnea  tetragrona. 

Davalnea  Frledber^erl. 
Davalnea  crassula. 
XIX.— Echlnocotyle  Rosseterl. 

Ophryocotyle  proteus. 
XX.— Taenia  contaniana. 
Taenia  Delafondl. 
Taenia  Delafondl. 

Taenia  Imbutlformls.  , 

Taenia  megalops. 
Taenia  nlsrropunctata. 
XXI.— Taenia  malleus. 
Idlogrenes  otldls. 
Taenia  sp. 

CHAPTER  VIlI. 
The  following  named  Illustrations  of  eggs,  natural  size,  have 
been  made  from  carefully  selected  specimens  in  the  collection 
of  Afessrs.  Ward,  of  Rochester,  New  York. 
American   Crow. 
Bald   Eagle. 
Barn  Owl. 
Barred  Owl. 
Blue  Jay. 

Broad- winged  Hawk. 
Cooper's  Hawk. 
Duck  Hawk. 
Groshawk. 

Great  Horned  Owl. 
Long-eared  Owl. 
Marsh  Hawk. 
Red-shouldered  Hawk. 
Red-tailed  Hawk. 
Saw-whet  Owl. 
Screech  Owl. 
Sharp-shinned   Hawk. 
Sparrow  Hawk. 
Turkey  Buzzard. 

CHAPTER  IX. 
With  the  exception  of  those  after  whi?h  the  name  Ward  ap- 
pears, the  heads  shown  In  this  chapter  have  been  reproduced 
from  heads  sent   to  the  Sm'.thsonlan   Institution.  Washington. 
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D.  C,  or  to  the  offloe  of  the  author  for  identification.  These 
heads,  with  numerous  remains  of  other  birds  and  mammals, 
came  from  county  officers  In  Pennsylvania,  who  believed  the 
birds  to  be  Hawks  and  Owls;  and  those  of  the  quadrupeds  ta 
be  one  or  the  other  of  mammals,  viz.,  Wolves,  Poxes,  Weasels, 
the  Wildcat  or  the  Mink,  which  were  all  mentioned  in  the 
Scalp  Act  of  June  23,  1885. 

HBAD8   OF    BIRDB. 
American  Herring  Gull. 
Cooper's  Hawks-^Ward. 
Cooper's  Hawk  (downy  young). 
Cuckoo. 

Domesticated  Hen. 
English  Sparrow  (adult). 
Fish  Hawk. 
Goshawk— Ward . 
Marsh  Hawk— Ward. 
Nighthawk. 

Pheasant  or  RufTed  Grouse  (adult). 
Red-shouldered  Hawks— Ward. 
Sharp- tailed  Grouse  (adult). 
Turkey  Vulture. 
Whip  -poor- will . 
Wild   Turkey   (adult). 

HEADS  OF  MAMMALS. 

Black  Squirrel. 
Chipmunk  (partial  albino). 
Flying  Squirrel. 
Fox  Squirrel— Ward. 
Gray  Squirrel— Ward 
Jack  Rabbit. 
Opossum. 

OTHKR    ILLUSTRATIONS. 

A  Grass  Suit. 
Waiting  for  a  shot. 
To  Trap  a  Fox. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Department  op  Agriculture, 
Harrisburg,  Vl.,  June  15,  18^7, 
To  the  Harorable  Senate  and  House   of   Representa 
lives  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania: 
Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  the  following  con- 
current resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with Part  n,  entitled  "Enemies  of  Poultry." 

B.  H.  WARREN. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
March  1.  1897. 
Reoolved  (If  the  Senate  concur),  That  there  shall  be  printed 
at  the  earlte€t  possible  date,  In  pamphlet  form,  fifteen  thousand 
copies  of  Bulletin  No.  17,  of  the  Department  of  A^culture, 
entitled  the  Diseases  and  Enemies  of  Poultry,  with  such  addi- 
tional matter  and  changes  as  the  authors  may  deem  necessary 
to  more  fully  explain  this  important  subject;  five  thousand 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  ten  thousand  for  the  use  of  the 
present  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives:  F>rovided, 
That  the  authors  shall  receive  no  extra  compensation  for  pre- 
paring, writing,  editing,  proof  reading,  revising  and  indexing 
this  pamphlet. 

A.  D.  PE5TTEROLF, 
Resident   CIf»rl<   of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  the  Senate.  March  2.  1897. 
The  foregoing  resolution  concurred  In. 

E.   W.    SMILEY. 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Senate. 
Approved— the  0th  day  of  March.  A.   D.,  1S97. 

D.\NTEL   H.    HASTINGS. 
f  XIX  ) 
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PREFACE. 


Unfortunately,  ignorance  fonceining  the  true  worth 
of  numerous  species  of  wild  birds  and  other  feral  ani- 
mals is  so  widespread  that  it  is  frequently  impossible 
to  present  in  public  documents  the  requisite  informa- 
tion which  will  be  of  real  service  to  the  citizens — es- 
pecially farmers  and  horticulturists — ^who  should  be 
fully  and  correctly  informed  of  the  economic  relations 
of  the  different  forms  of  animal  life  which  have  such 
an  important  place  in  nature's  gai*den. 

This  ignorance  is  not  by  any  means  confined,  as 
many  would  have  us  believe,  to  those  in  humble  walks 
of  life.  The  merry,  light-hearted  and  active  picca- 
uinnys  of  the  south  watch  with  especial  interest  birds, 
mammals  and  insects  in  their  chosen  haunts.  Such 
obs«^rvers,  without  books  or  educated  instructors,  have 
learned  from  the  great  book  of  nature  truths  which 
would  make  the  hearts  of  naturalists  throb  with  de- 
light; and,  if  placed  on  record,  some  of  these  observa- 
tions would,  no  doubt,  materially  add  to  scientific  lit- 
erature. Again,  we  find  a  class  of  stalwart,  rough 
bat  ingenuous  mountainifcrs  and  woodsmen  who, 
from  their  early  boyhood  days,  have  been  obliged  to 
struggle  and  labor  incessantly  to  maintain  themselves 
with  the  necessities  of  life.  These  men,  good-hearted 
and  tnie  that  they  are,  have  not  had  the  advantages 
of  education;  they  do  not,  of  course,  know  the  latin 
names  of  the  wild  creatures  which  a  Wise  Creator  has 
placed  in  the  ample  field  of  nature,  and  in  many  in- 
stances they  do  not  even  know  the  proper  common 
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names  of  birds,  mammals,  insects  (if  latter  possess 
vulgar  names),  etc.,  which  thej  see,  but  thej  do  know 
mach  of  the  life  and  habits  of  these  and  other  forms  of 
life.  The  information  which  this  class  of  people 
possess  concerning  birds,  mammals  and  insects,  if 
given  wide  publicity,  would  be  worth  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  annually  to  the  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Turn  your  attention  in  another  di- 
rection ;  go  among  men  high  in  social  and  educational 
rank,  or  those  who  have  gained  marked  distinction 
and  place  in  the  political  field,  and  speak  of  the  import 
tance,  yes,  the  dire  necessity  of  issuing  at  public  ex- 
pense books  on  natural  history  topics,  and  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances  you  will  find  they  decry  such  propo- 
sitions ^as  a  useless  outlay  of  public  funds."  During 
the  past  ten  years  the  time  of  the  writer  has  been 
largely  occipied  in  preparing  books,  reports,  papers 
and  bulletins  for  gratuitous  distribution.  By  such 
work  and  an  extersive  experience  in  the  lecture  field, 
it  has  been  learned  that  to  meet  with  popular  favor 
and  have  books,  etc.,  read  by  the  average  citizen,  one 
must  eliminate  in  his  writings  all  technical  matter  pos- 
sible, and  at  the  same  time  embellish  with  numerous, 
well  designed  and  truthfully  executed  illustrations. 
The  naturalist  who  prepares  books  or  other  documents 
which  the  average  school  child  can  read  intelligently 
will  do  much  more  service  to  the  present  and  future 
generations  than  the  one  who  prepares  strictly  tech- 
nical matter  that  can  only  be  perused  by  the  general 
reader  with  the  aid  of  dictionaries.  In  future  years, 
when  the  hand  that  pens  these  lines  is  still  in  death 
or  has  returned  to  mother  earth,  the  great  importance 
of  the  many  truths  contained  within  the  pages  of  this 
work  will  become  apparent.  This  statement  last 
made  is  given  not  because  the  writer  is  so  egotistical 
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as  to  believe  that  Pari  11  of  this  report  is  au  able  pro 
duction  from  a  literary  standpoint,  but  because  he  is 
well  aware  that  unless  a  strong  public  sentiment  is 
not  soon  created  to  correct  unjust  prejudices  whidi 
exist  against  many  of  our  most  serviceable  birds  and 
other  wild  animals,  the«ie  creatures  will  soon  be  ex- 
terminated if  reckless  scalp  acts,  which  so  many  favor, 
are  enacted  and  hat-bird  hunters  pursue  their  nefari- 
ous trade.  Bhould  such  a  condition  confront  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Ccmmonwealth  it  will  be  found,  when  too 
late  to  remedy,  that  the  annual  loss  from  innumerable 
insect  foee  would  be  very  considerably  in  excess  of 
the  enomrous  l<»ss  we  at  present  suffer  yearly  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Entirely  iiidependent  of  the  data  which  the  writer 
has  accumulated  during  many  years  of  active  field 
work  and  incorj^rated  in  this  volumn,  Part  11  con- 
tains much  matter  of  especial  value  from  the  pens  of 
some  of  the  highest  zoological  authorities  in  the  coun- 
try. All  this,  together  with  the  notes  and  field  obser- 
vations of  hundreds  of  intelligent  farmers,  horticul- 
tunsts,  poulterers,  S]>ortsmen  and  naturalists  through- 
out the  State,  will  tend  to  make  this  document  a  stand- 
ard work  in  the  somewhat  limited  yet  exceedingly  im- 
portant field  it  so  fully  covers.  In  conclusion  the 
writer  would  extend  his  most  cordial  thanks  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, Governor  D.  H.  Hastings,  for  his  wise  ap- 
proval of  the  concurrent  resolution  which  provides  for 
this  publication.  Ex-Governor  Beaver  approved  two 
bills  authorizing  the  publication  of  the  Birds  of  Penn- 
sylvania. These  approvals  give  conclusive  proof  that 
Centre  county  has  furnished  executives  who,  by  their 
signatures,  have  done  more  to  create  popular  sentiment 
in  behalf  of  zoological  matters  than  any  of  Ihelr  pred- 
ecpsors. 
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POULTRY  AND  ITS  ENEMIES. 


OHAPTEB  I. 


MISCELLANEOUS  LNTR01>U0n>KV  NOTEK. 


THE   VALUE   OP  PENNSYLVANIA'S    POULTRY 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  poultry  of  ail  kindBi 
and  the  eggs  produced  in  Pennsylyania  last  year  wat» 
about  122,000,000.  By  these  figures  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  industry  is  one  of  great  importance;  in  fact 
it  is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  agricul 
ture,  as  statistics  show  that  "the  annual  poultry  pro- 
ducts of  the  United  States  are  equal  in  value  to  the 
wheat  crop.*' 

THE  VALUE  OF  FOWLS  AND  EGGS  IN   THE   UN ITKI) 
STATES. 

L'enusylvania,  one  of  the  leading  States  iu  the  Union 
in  the  production  of  poultry,  has,  it  is  stated,  about 
275,000  persons  engaged,  on  a  more  or  less  extensive 
scale,  in  the  poultry  raising  business.  My  esteemed 
colleague.  Dr.  Pearson,  says,  basing  his  statement  on 
a  recent  estimate  published  in  the  A^merican  Agricul 
turist,  that 

"According  to  a  recent   estimate  of  the   American   Agrricul- 
tuiist.  based  on   the  l«f*t  census  and   on  an  extensive  Inquiry. 
I-Il  H) 
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the  number  of  fowls  In  the  United  States  is  about  383.000.000; 
thtse  produce  l,141,lCO,OtO  dozun  €gg8  each  year,  and  the  value 
of  h(;ih  amounts  to  $J  13,000, OOJ.OO.  There  are  in  this  State 
lo.uTl.COO  fow!s  of  all  soits;  tuikeys.  geese,  ducks  and  chickens, 
valued  at  $S.2C6,000  and  these  produce  68,818,000  dozen  of  eggs 
each  year  worth,  at  20  cents  per  dozen,  $13,763,600,  making  a 
total  value  for  poultry  of  about  $22,CO0,O00"~Peaison. 

Tli(»  loss  to  poultry,  both  old  and  young,  through  dis 
ease  is  considerable.  Dr.  Pearson  observes  that,  at  a 
very  conservative  estimate,  one-tenth  of  the  poultry 
of  this  CJoraraonwealth  is,  each  year,  carried  away  by 
disease.  However,  as  the  various  diseases,  with  besr 
remedies  for  the  same,  of  domestic  fowls,  are  carefully 
discussed  in  Part  I  of  this  document,  I  deem  it  unnec- 
essary to  make  further  reference  to  diseases  which  arc 
such  a  hindrance  to  success  in  poultry-raising,  and 
which,  sometimes,  destroy,  if  not  promptly  and  intelli- 
gently treated,  the  entire  population  of  the  poultry 
yard. 

LOSS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  FROM  PREDATORY  ANIMALS. 

When  I  prepared  the  preliminary  report  (Part  TI., 
Bulletin  No.  17,  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  issued  in  Nov., 
1890).  entitled  "Some  Furred  and  Feathered  Enemieb 
of  Domestic  Fowls,"  I  was  unable,  because  of  insufll- 
cient  data,  (which,  with  a  number  of  books  and  valu- 
able papers  belonjrfng  to  the  Commissioner  of  Forestry 
and  myself,  had  been  carelessly  thrown  away  by  some 
workmen  who  were  making  alterations  about  a  closet 
where  our  property  was  stored),  to  give  even  an  ap- 
proximately correct  estimate  of  the  loss  to  poultry  an- 
nually incurred  through  the  depredations  of  predatory 
animals.  To  ^ive  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  mone> 
lost  through  depredations  of  wild  animals  to  the  poul 
try  interest  would,  of  course,  be  impossible,  as  probably 
few  individuals  in  our  State,  who  are  the  possessors 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  a  flock  of  barn-yard  fowls,  keep  any  record  of  the 
loss  of  poultry  or  eggs  which  are  destroyed  in  the 
cuurae  ot  a  year  by  any  of  the  wild  animals  which  it  is 
well  established  subsist  in  part,  at  least,,  on  young  or 
old  poultry  and  eggs.  However,  through  the  aid  ot 
circulars  and  postal  cards  making  inquiries  as  to  prob- 
able money  loss  annually  sustained  from  the  visits  uf 
foxes,  minks,  weasels,  wildcats,  rats,  certain  species 
of  hawks  and  owls,  crows,  etc.,  it  is  learned  that  tht 
yearly  loss  in  Pennsylvania  is  probably  about 
1750,000. 

This  sum  is  a  large  one,  and,  perhaps,  to  a  person  who 
has  given  little  thought  and  attention  to  the  matter, 
it  will  appear  to  be  excessive.  Such,  however,  judging 
from  the  answers  received  at  this  office,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  case,  as  may  be  seen  by  consulting  the 
replies  of  farmers  and  poulterers,  which  are  given  in 
full  on  succeeding  pages  of  this  work.  Well  informed 
gentlemen,  who  are  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  poul- 
try business,  and  the  losses  effected  by  the  depredation^ 
of  the  various  animals  commonly  included  under  the 
caption  "Enemies  of  Domestic  Fowls,"  claim  that  the 
average  loss  yearly  to  each  individual  farmer  and 
poultry-raiser  throughout  Pennsylvania,  through  the 
depredations  of  the  many  species  of  birds,  mammals 
etc.,  which  kill  poultry  or  destroy  their  eggs,  is  fully 
Ave  dollars. 

If  there  are,  as  »t  is  claimed,  275,000  poultry  raisers 
in  this  Ktate  and  they  each  sustain  an  annual  loss  of 
five  dollars,  the  aggiTgate  loss  would  be  11,375.000. 
No  doubt,  there  are  hundreds,  yes.  thousands,  of 
farmoi^a  and  other  persons  who  are  engaged  in  rearing 
poultry  who,  individually,  and  perhaps  yearly,  suffer  a 
much  greater  loss  than  five  dollars,  as  can  readily 
he  seen  by  consulting  reports  made  to  this  Department 
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and  printed  iu  different  cbapters  which  appear  on 
succeeding  pages.  8uch  cases,  however,  although 
quite  numerous  could  not,  with  any  degree  of  fairness, 
be  used  exclusively  in  making  up  estimates.  It  is 
also  worthy  of  particular  nole  to  bear  in  mind  that 
when  proper  care  is  taken  to  protect  fowls  from  their 
furred  and  feathered  foes,  the  loss  annually  can  be 
very  materially  lessened.  Farmers  and  other  poultry 
raisers  who  make  no  efforts  to  have  their  poultry  safely 
housed  at  night  time,  naturally  sustain  losses  from  the 
attacks  of  nocturnal  marauders,  such  as  foxes,  minks, 
weasels,  oi)ossums,  rats,  thc»  (rreat  Horned  Owl,  etr. 
These  losses,  frequently,  could  easily  be  avoided  if 
proiK»r  precautionary  measures  were  adopted.  Those 
who  reside  in  sections  near  large  woods,  mountaiuouf* 
districts,  streams  and  ponds  often  suffer  very  gi*eai 
losses  from  predatory  animals,  unless  particular  pains 
are  taken  to  guard  the  fowls  and  exterminate  the  sly 
pilferers.  I  have  known  a  single  pair  of  Cooper's 
hawks,  in  the  spring  when  they  had  a  nest  of  younj; 
in  a  w^oods  about  half  a  mile  from  a  friend's  barnyam 
;ind  ( hi(  k<»ii  <*(>ops.  lo  destroy  in  one  week  over  fifty 
young  chickens.  A  pair  of  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  when 
compelled  to  provide  f(H>d  for  a  nest  of  young,  have 
been  known  to  visit  a  single  farm  and  kill,  on  an 
average,  five  or  six  young  chickens  daily,  for  a  j)eriod 
of  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Goshawks  will  also  sometimes  visit  farm  houses  for 
several  days  in  succession  and  kill  poultry,  both  o!d  and 
young.  Usually,  however,  the  Goshawk,  when  breed 
inir,  kee«i>s  in  the  woods,  whore  he  finds  an  abundance 
of  food,  an  important  item  of  which,  unfortunately,  i!* 
that  noble  game  bird  the  Ruffed  Grouse.  The  Duck 
Hawk,  a  sunnner  resident,  in  a  few  localities  of  thin 
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Htale,  also,  at  times,  destroys  soiiif  poultry,  purticii 
larly  duck«. 

TRAP  OR  SHOOT  THE  TROUBJLESOME   HAWKS. 

When  the  poultry  raiser  discovers  that  a  hawk  or 
hawks  of  any  species  are  paying  regular  visits  to  his 
poultry  yard,  he  should,  at  once,  begin  an  investigation 
and  learn,  if  possible,  where  the  nest  or  nests  of  such 
unwelcome  visitors  are  located.  When  this  informa- 
tion is  obtained  the  bold  feathered  depreaators  can 
usually  be  shot  or  trapped  at  their  nests.  When  this 
is  done  the  nests  and  young  should  be  destroyed  as  no 
iHimane  person  would  want  to  leave  the  young  hawks 
to  die  of  starvation,  as  is  so  commonly  done  by  the 
heartless  and  money  loving  plume-hunters,  who  have 
praoticaJly  depopulated  the  southern  states  of  the 
beautiful  herons.  The  hat-bird  and  plume-hunter,  ii. 
the  pursuit  of  his  nefarious  business — one,  kind  reaaer, 
which  has  been  made  possible  because  our  mothers, 
sisters  and  sweet-hearts,  seem  determined  to  decorate 
their  headgear  with  showy  feathers — visits  the. breed- 
ing places  of  the  herons,  egrets,  etc.,  and  shoots  the  old 
birds  from  the  nests.  The  clamorous  young,  by  thou- 
sands, in  some  large  nesting  places,  have  been  left  by 
the  heartless  wretches,  to  die  by  the  tortures  of  starva- 
tion, as  the  carcasses  of  their  parents,  denuded  of  the 
showy  feathers,  lay  rotting  cm  the  ground. 

KEEP  YOUR  EYE  ON  THE  CROW. 

Frequently  it  happens  that  a  pair  of  crows  will  set 
up  house-keeping  in  a  woods  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  farmer's  chicken  coops,  and  if  left  undisturbed  they 
will  pick  up  a  good  many  young  chickens,  and  steal 
all  the  eggs  they  can  And.  A  visit  to  the  woods  will 
generally  enable  you  to  discover  the  home  of  these 
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black-coated  poultry  thieves,  which,  of  course,  can  be 
destrojed,  together  with  the  old  birds.  Should  you  fail 
to  fiud  the  nest  of  the  crow,  you  can  easily  dispose  of 
him  by  diilling  an  egg,  insert  a  little  strychnine  in  the 
hole,  and  place  the  deadly  bait  in  a  nest  he  has  been 
robbing  or  in  a  conspicuous  place  where  he  will  be 
likely  to^see  it  as  he  comes  spying  around  after  the 
chirping  offspring  of  the  fussy  and  ever  solicitous  old 
hen,  who,  often  penned  up  in  a  coop  or  fastened  by  a 
long  cord  and  one  leg  to  a  peg  in  the  ground,  is  ever  on 
guard  to  shield  her  family  of  youngsters. 

HERONS.  BLACKBIRDS  AND  JAYS. 

Several  species  of  the  heron  tribe  occasionally  de- 
vour the  young  of  ducks  and  other  birds  which  are 
found  about  streams,  ponds  and  marshy  ground  fre- 
quented by  these  long-legged  waders.  Of  late  years, 
however,  the  herons  and  bitterns  have  so  greatly  de- 
creased in  numbers,  that  the  damage  they  do  by  de- 
stroying the  young  of  ducks  or  other  kinds  of  birds  is 
tritiing. 

Crow  blackbirds  are  abundant  in  this  State  and  if 
these  birds  were  as  much  given  to  preying  on  young 
chickens  and  destroying  the  eggs  of  domestic  fowls,  as 
they  are  to  devouring  the  young  and  eggs  of  different 
species  of  small  insectivorous  birds,  they  would  no 
doubt  cause  considerable  loss  annually.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  habit  of  feeding  on  the  eggs  of  domestic 
fowls  and  their  young  seems  to  be  confined,  so  far  as 
my  observation  goes,  to  individual  blackbirds,  "black- 
sheep.''  so  to  »peak,  which  appear  here  and  there  in 
different  communities.  Blackbirds  which  have  acquired 
an  appetite  for  the  eggs  and  young  of  domestic  fowls 
^•an  easily  be  destroyed,  but  when  this  is  done  it  would 
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not  In  my  opinion,  be  a  wise  procedure  for  the  farmer 
to  place  all  blackbirds  under  ban,  because  of  tbe  mis- 
deeds of  a  few  individuals  which  may  have  developed 
a  taste  for  forbidden  food.  Although  blackbirds,  un- 
doubtedly, destroy  the  homes  of  a  good  many  small 
wild  birds,  the  fact  seems  pretty  well  established  that 
these  birds,  during  the  summer  season,  are  much  more 
beneficial  than  harmful  to  the  farmer.  Nine  times  out 
of  ten  an  investigation  will  show  that  when  crows  and 
blackbirds  visit  the  corn  fields,  when  the  young  corn 
blades  are  an  inch  or  two  above  the  ground,  that  they 
are  there,  not  to  destroy  the  corn,  as  many  suppose, 
but  to  feed  on  the  cut-worms  which  are  often  so  abun- 
dant as  to  ruin  entire  fields  and  render  a  replanting 
necessary. 

HIE  JATS. 

The  "Scrub"  or  Florida  Jay  (ApeJocoma  floridana)  is 
greatly  detested  in  some  parts  of  Florida  whei*e  they 
are  plentiful.  The  enmity  to  these  birds,  known 
locally  as  "Scrub  Jays"  because  they  are  found  \\\ 
a  thick  under-growth,  arises  from  the  fact  that  they 
destroy  the  eggs  of  chickens.  They  come  about  build- 
ings and  destroy  the  eggs,  and  they  will  also,  I  am 
informed,  sometimes  attack  and  kill  young  fowls  as 
well  as  different  species  of  wild  birds  which  they  can 
master. 

In  attacking  the  3'oung  of  chickens  or  other  fowls, 
the  jays,  it  is  asserted,  always  strike  at  the  head,  and 
with  a  few  vigorous  strokes  of  their  bills,  soon  per- 
forate the  tender  coverings  of  the  brain.  Usually  when 
Qot  disturbed  the  jay  will  eat  the  brain  matter,  pick 
•»nt  the  eyes,  and  leave  the  rest  of  the  fowl  undih 
inrbed. 

The  habit  of  destroying  eggs  and  poultry  must  Dt; 
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ratiier  ruiiiiiiou  with  the  species  iiuder  con  si  deration, 
as  I  found,  in  1885,  at  several  localities  which  "were 
visited  in  Orange  and  other  counties  along  the  St. 
Johns  river,  that  special  efforts  were  made  by  the 
residents  to  destroy  these  birds,  on  account  of  the 
reasons  narrated  in  the  preceding  paragraphs. 

The  Florida  Blue  Jay,  a  local  race  technically  styled 
(OyanociUa  cristafa  fiorincola)^  is  a  little  smaller  and 
has  less  white  on  tips  of  secondary  and  tall  feathers 
than  the  Blue  Jay  (Cyanociita  cristataj.  It  is  also  in 
bad  repute  with  Florida  farmers  who  assort  that  1i 
sucks  the  eggs  of  chickens. 

THE  JAY  KILLED  BIRDS  AND  SQUIRREL. 

Referring  to  the  Blue  Jay.  Audubon  wrote:  "It  robseverynesi 
It  can  find,  sucks  the  e^grs  Uke  the  crow,  or  tears  to  pieces  and 
devours  the  youuKr  birds.  A  friend  once  wounded  a  grouse 
(^Bonasa  umbellus),  and  marked  the»direction  which  it  followed, 
but  had  not  proceeded  two  hundred  yards  in  pursuit,  when  he 
heard  somethiner  fluttering  ip  the  bushes,  and  found  his  bird 
belabored  by  two  blue  Jays  who  were  picking  out  its  eyes. 

The  same  person  once  put  a  flying:  squirrel  into  the  cage  of 
one  of  these  birds,  merely  to  preserve  it  for  one  night;  but  on 
looking  into  the  cage  about  11  o'clock  next  day  he  found  the 
mammal  partly  eaten.  A  blue  Jay  at  Charleston  destroyed  all 
the  birds  of  an  aviary.  One  after  another  had  been  killed,  and 
the  rats  were  supposed  to  have  been  the  culprits,  iJut  no  crevice 
could  be  seen  large  enough  to  admit  one.  Then  the  mice 
were  accused,  and  war  was  waged  against  them,  but  still  the 
birds  continued  to  be  killed,  flrst  the  smaller,  then  the  larger, 
until  the  Keywest  pigeons,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  Jay 
which  had  been  raised  in  the  aviary  was  the  depredator.  He 
was  taken  out  and  placed  in  a  cage,  with  a  quantity  of  com. 
flour  and  several  small  birds  which  he  had  Just  killed.  The 
birds  he  soon  devoured,  but  the  flour  he  would  not  condescend 
to  eat.  and  refusing  every  other  kind  of  food,  soon  died. 

In  the  north  It  Is  fond  of  ripe  chestnuts,  and  in  visiting  the 
trees  is  sure  to  select  the  choicest.  When  these  fail  it  attacks 
tho  bepch  nuts,  acorns,  peas,  apples  and  green  corn.  In  Lou- 
Isana  they  are  so  abundant  as  to  prove  a  nuisance  to  the 
rRTTn*»r».    picking  the  newly  plnnted  <v>m.   th**   pens  and   sweet 
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potatoes,  attacking  every  fruit  tree,  and  even  de^roying  ihc 
•ggs  of  pigeons  and  domestic  fowls.  The  planters  are  in  tht- 
hablt  of  occasionaliy  soaking  some  corn  in  a  solution  of  ar- 
senic, and  scattering  the  seeds  over  the  ground,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  many  Jayn  are  found  dead  about  the  fleldb 
and  gardena" 

JAYS   AR£   NOTORIOUS   NB8T   ROBBERS. 

Although  Hlne  Jays  have  decreased  greatly  in  maii\ 
sections  of  the  country  since  that  able  naturalist. 
Auduboo,  penned  the  paragraphs  last  quoted,  they  have 
not  by  any  means  deviated,  as  far  as  can  be  learned, 
from  the  thieving  practices  of  their  loquacious  an 
ceetors. 

The  Blue  Jays  of  the  present  day  have  had  trans 
tnitted  to  them  the  same  carnivorous  tastes  which  yearn 
of  observation  in  the  woodtt  and  chosen  haunts  of  tht^ 
jays,  prompted  the  gifted  Audubon  to  write  so  posi 
tively  about  their  pernicious  habits. 

Every  farmer's  boy  who  is  familiar  with  the  gar 
rulous  and  inquisitive  jays,  is  well  aware  that  they  are 
especially  fond  of  eggs  and  young  birds.  Whenever  an 
opportunity  offers,  whether  it  be  in  woodland,  orchard, 
garden  or  bramble,  these  blue-coated  robbers  put  forth 
all  their  energies  to  steal  the  eggs  and  young  of  their 
neighbors — ^birds  which  consume,  during  their  summer 
sojourn  with  us,  myriads  of  noxious  insects. 

These  numerous  forms  of  insect-life,  which  are  de^ 
voured  by  the  beneficial  birds  whose  homes  are  so 
frequently  deiipoiled  by  the  robber-jays,  would,  if  not 
kept  in  check  by  their  natural  enemies,  bring  about  :i 
destruction  of  trees  and  other  plant-life  which  cannot 
be  computed. 

SATE  THE   BIRDS 

The  absolute  necessity  of  protecting  in  every  wav 
possible  the  Ix^neflHal  or  the  insect-eating  birds  cannot 
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be  too  strongly  urp^ed  upon  all  classes  of  our  people. 
Farmers  and  fruit-growers,  particularly,  should  mako 
especial  etforts  to  encourage  the  presence  of  beneficial 
birds  on  Iheir  premises.  The  Pennsylvania  Hoard 
of  (iame  Commissioners,  assisted  by  the  members  or 
the  State  Sportsmen's  Association,  have  prepared,  with 
great  care,  a  game  bill,  which  is,  at  present  writing,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Legislature.  If  this  measure  becomes 
a  law,  it  will  afford  protection  to  insectivorous  birds 
which  has  never  before  been  given  in  this  State. 

If  the  section,,  as  originally  framed,  of  thliS  bill, 
which  deals  with  "wild  song  and  insectivorous  birds," 
passes  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly  and  re- 
ceives executive  approval,  the  days  of  the  hat-bird 
killer  and  the  commercial  bird-egg  hunter  will  be 
numbered,  as  they  most  assuredly  should  be. 

The  millinery  taxidermists,  the  bird-egg-collecting 
fad,  so  common  with  school  boys,  have  in  the  last  ten 
or  fifteen  years  caused  an  enormous  depletion  of  bird- 
life. 

The  millinery  trade  requires  bright-'plumaged  birds 
to  satisfy  its  tender-hearted,  charming  and  lovable  cus- 
tomers. 

20.000  BIRDS  IN  FOUR  YEARS. 

To  fill  the  orders  received  from  the  millinery  es- 
tablishments, taxidermists  have  scoured  the  woods,  or- 
chards, mountains  and  fields  in  search  of  victims.  In 
this  manner  immense  numbers  of  showy  species  such 
as  orioles,  tanagers,  warblers,  rose-breasted  grosbeaks, 
cardinals,  indigo  buntings,  jays,  bob-o-links,  wootl- 
peckers,  snow  birds,  larks,  etc.,  have  been  slaughtered. 
Some  few  years  ago  I  met  a  taxidermist  in  one  of 
our  large  cities,  who,  with  the  aid  of  one  assistant  (a 
taxidermist)  and  several  men  and  boys,  whom  he  em- 
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ployed  to  shoot  birds  during  migrations  and  in  the 
early  summer,  cleared. over  |:^5l)D  iu  less  tliau  one  y.  ;ir 
by  the  sale  of  mounted  birds  for  hats  and  bonnets.  His 
expenditures,  he  said,  were  about  |1,500  in  the  ten 
months  he  was  actively  engaged  In  the  business.  He 
sold  the  birds  at  prices  ranging  from  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  dozen,  for  small-sized,  dull-plumaged 
birds,  (song  sparrows,  hair-birds,  juncos,  English  spax 
rows,  oven  birds,  etc.).  to  five,  six,  eight  and  ten  dollars 
per  dozen,  for  male  scarlet  tanagers,  red-winged  black- 
birds, bob-o-links,  rose-breasted  grosbeaks,  indigo  bird? 
and  bright-plumaged  warblers  such  as  the  Black- 
burnian,  Kentucky,  Yellow  and  Magnolia.  This  same 
individual  also,  some  years  before,  or  when  the  crazt 
of  decorating  woman's  headgear  with  birds  first  begaii^ 
in  one  season  obtained  from  the  coast  of  New  Jersey 
1.100  lerns,  chiefly  the  Lesser  Tern  {Sterna  aniillarum) 
and  gulls,  for  which  he  gave  the  gunners  fifteen  and 
twentj^-five  cents  apiece,  and  then  stuffed  and  sold 
them  for  hats  at  twelve  and  fifteen  dollars  per  dozen. 

During  the  four  years  which  this  man  engaged  in 
supplying  birds  to  milliners  he  collected,  mostly  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  at  least  20,CO0  skins. 

Why  produce  here  these  statistics  of  the  hat-bird 
taxidermist? 

They  are  given  simply  to  call  attention  of  the 
farmers  of  Pennsylvania,  for  whose  especial  benefit  the 
legislators  directed  this  report  should  be  prepared,  to 
one  of  the  chief  causes  which  has  been  in  active  opera- 
tion for  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years  to  destroy  birds, 
many  of  which  rank  among  the  first  of  all  natural 
agencies  which  the  Wise  Creator  has  placed  in  our 
midst  to  keep  in  check  ravenous  insect  hosts,  that,  if 
uncliecked,  would  soon  lay  our  crops  to  waste. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12  ^ 

A  PROTEST  FROM  THE  BAY  STATE. 

This  wanton  and  senseless  destruction  of  bird-life  is 
not  by  any  means  restricted  to  Pennsylvania,  lu 
Massachusetts,  where  about  three-quarters  of  a  millioti 
of  dollars  has  been  expended  during  the  past  four 
or  Ave  years  to  repress  a  single  insect  foe — the  Gipsy 
Moth — hat-bird  hunters,  professional  snarers,  or  "pot- 
hunters," and  the  ubiquitious  small  boy  with  an  old 
musket,  are  playing  havoc  with  the  feathered  popula- 
tion, many  of  which,  if  unmolested,  and  allowed  to 
follow  their  natural  inclinations  would  undoubtedly  be 
a  potent  factor  to  aid  in  keeping  in  check  the  voracious 
Gypsy  Moth.  Regarding  the  agencies  which  are  rapid- 
ly bringing  about  the  extermination  of  the  feathered 
tribes  in  the  Bay  State,  I  take  the  following  paragraphs 
from  the  annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Game 
Commission,  for  1896: 

"Reports  from  our  deputies  and  other  reliable  sources  show 
a  still  further  decrease  in  our  grame  birds.  Especially  is  this 
true  in  the  eastern  and  middle  sections  of  the  State.  This  de- 
pletion is  due  to  over  shooting  and  that  most  destructive  of  all 
weapons,  the  snare.  In  some  sections  snares  have  been  set 
by  the  thousands,  completely  clearing  out  the  ruffed  grouse, 
and,  if  this  nefarious  work  Is  not  stopped,  this  flnest  of  game 
birds  will  be  entirely  destroyed.  It  seems  useless  for  the  State 
to  expend  money  for  the  protection  of  game  unless  this  work 
can  be  suppressed.  All  snaring  should  be  prohibited,  under 
severe  penalty  of  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court.  The  time  in  which  game  can  be  killed  should 
be  shortened,  and  the  open  season  for  all  game  be  the  same. 
Unless  some  decided  action  is  taken,  there  will  be  in  the  near 
future  no  game  in  our  woods  and  fields. 

SAVE  OUR  SONG  BIRDS. 

"As  to  song  and  insectivorous  birds,  the  laws  should  be  more 
vigorously  enforced.  Now,  any  boy  who  can  raise  $1.50  to  buy 
an  old  Springfield  musket,  considers  himself  privileged  to  take 
any  wild  rhing  he  ?ees  for  a  target.  This,  together  with  the 
fashion    of    decorating    ladies'    hats    with    skins    and    wings    of 
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birds,  haa  led  to  the  depletion  of  insectivorous  birds  to  such  a 
decree  that  scarcely  a  crop  of  any  kind  can  be  raised  without 
spraying  with  poison  to  kill  the  Insects  which  were  formerly 
kept  In  check  by  the  birds.  The  penalty  for  this  destruction  of 
the  balance  of  nature  Is  everywhere  apparent*  and  the  hor- 
ticulturist and  farmer  are  heavily  taxed  for  want  of  foresight 
in  protecting  their  own  interests. 

**If  the  destruction  of  these  birds  cannot  be  otherwise  re- 
8tralned»  let  the  law  for  their  protection  extend  to  *the  posses- 
sion of  their  skins  or  any  part  thereof,'  except  for  scientific 
purposes." 

THE  *KARER  in  evidence  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

During,  recent  years  it  appears,  from  reports  wliicb 
reach  this  office  from  various  sections  of  the  State, 
that  the  snaring  of  birds  has  been  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent.  This  murderous  method  is  engaged  in  prin- 
cipally by  a  class  of  foreigners  who  are  apparently 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  devices  of  the 
poachers  of  the  Old  World.  Ruffed  grouse,  in  somo 
regions  of  the  State,  have  been  almost  entirely  extir- 
pated through  this  villainous  practice.  Although 
Huffed  Grouse,  undoubtedly,  suffer  the  most  from 
snares,  this  method  of  capture  is,  unfortunately,  by  no 
means  confined  to  these  game  birds.  These  death- 
dealing  and  cunningly  hidden  snares  have,  on  several 
occasions,  been  discovered  in  swamps  and  meadow 
lands,  places  where  Woodcock  and  Wilson's  or  English 
snipe  are  known  to  frequent.  Men  who  make  a  busi- 
ness of  hunting  meat  or  bird's  skins  for  the  market 
catch  numbers  of  small  song  and  bright-plumaged 
birds  by  the  use  of  birdlime  and  snares,  the  latter  art- 
fully placed  about  the  nests. 

A  member  of  our  State  Oame  Commission  in  the 
early  part  of  November,  1896,  visited  the  market  stalls 
of  one  of  our  large  cities  and  examined  forty  Ruffed 
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Grouse;  eight  had  been  shot,  the  remainder  had  been 
snared. 

BIRD  BUTCHERY  IN  PIKE  COUNTY. 

The  following  article  from  the  pen  of  the  Milford  Ta., 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Sun,  published  Noveni 
ber  15,  1890,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  snarer's  worK 
in  Pike  county,  and  the  same  condition  of  affairs  exists 
in  other  counties  of  Pennsylvania: 

•flunters  In  Pike  county  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  game  In 
certain  sections  where  In  years  gone  by  it  was  very  abundant, 
and  they  attribute  the  scarcity  to  poachers.  It  is  true  that 
large  bags  of  birds  have  been  captured  in  the  present  season, 
and  these  lead  to  the  stories  that  game  is  plentiful. 

"This,  however,  Is  not  the  case,"  said  the  veteran  guide  and 
hunter,  Charley  Mott,  of  this  borough.  "Nine  out  of  every  ten 
of  the  supposed  large  bags  of  birds  are  the  results  of  from 
400  to  600  snares,  covering  the  choicest  hunting  grounds  tor  a 
radius  of  five  miles  or  more  from  the  home,  or  temporary  stop- 
ping place,  of  the  poacher.  The  shipments  to  New  York  city 
usually  represent  the  fruits  of  the  set  guns  of  two  or  more  of 
the  poachers,  and  are  the  result  of  from,  four  days  to  one  week 
wi  h  the  deadly  devlc  s. 

"One  week  ago  a  shipper  of  birds  was  seen  travelling  in  the 
wonds,  not  with  dog  t^nd  gun  but  with  a  two-bushel  sack 
fastened  over  his  shoulder  and  directing  his  course  toward  the 
grounds  that  a  few  years  ago  were  the  most  famous  to  be 
found  anywhere  for  that  noble  bird,  the  Ruflfed  Grouse.  What 
manner  of  cover  or  grounds  productive  of  birds  can  long  stand 
3U  h  wa'-ton  and  1 1  gal  des. ruction  and  continue  to  g  ve  p  eas- 
ure  to  the  pportFman? 

"For  many  years,"  continued  Mr.  Mott,  "I  found  great  pleas- 
ure and  fine  sport  shooting  on  the  grounds  referred  to,  but  the 
wonderful  scarcity  of  birds  of  late  and  the  discovery  as  to 
the  cause  of  this  scarcity  have  led  me  and  sporting  friends  to 
abandon  the  section  as  a  shooting  resort." 

Mr.  Mott  is  of  the  opinion  that  If  m«»asures  are  not  tak<*n 
sonn  to  protect  young  gronse  froni  thp  sum'T»«*r  woofinn/»]< 
Fh'^oters  ard  to  bveak  up  the  marketing  of  snared  birds,  grous" 
will  be  virtually  extinct  In  Pike  county  In  the  near  future. 
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BIRD-EXTERMINATORS  IN  NEBRASKA  AND  GEORGIA. 

According  to  the  New  York  Sun:  "J.  H.  Den  and  three  com- 
panions are  reported  to  have  killed  700  wild  seese  and  ducks 
in  the  northern  part  of  Nebraska  on  a  recent  hunting  trip. 
Seven  hundred  such  birds  would  weigh  not  much,  if  any  less, 
than  a  ton. 

H.  J.  Lamar,  Jr.,  and  a  party  of  hunters  went  to  Leesburg, 
Ga.,  dove  hunting.  The  amount  of  game  that  they  killed 
makes  nne  th.nk  of  the  wild  pigeons  away  back  in  the  fifties. 
The  party  killed  8.000  of  the  birds.  The  American  Field  says 
of  this  killing  that  'such  fiendish  work  by  men  who  claim  to 
be  sportsmen  makes  our  blood  boll  with  indignation.  •  •  • 
Their  inhuman  greed  was  unsportsmanlike." 

If  this  kind  of  work  ig  allowed  to  go  on  for  a  few 
years  we  will  have  no  game  of  any  kind  to  shoot. 

PASSING   OF   FAMILIAR  BIRDS. 

The  great  value  of  insectivorous  birds  cannot  be 
overestimated.  The  fact  is  evident  to  all  who  have 
given  any  attention  to  the  subject  that  if  the  wasteful, 
cruel  and  useless  slaughter  of  birds  is  not  soon  checked 
numerous  species  will  be  obliterated  from  regions 
where  in  former  years  they  were  abundant.  About 
twenty  years  ago  wild  pigeons  bred  in  immense  num- 
bers in  certain  sections  of  Pennsylvania;  but  they  are 
now  gone.  Why  have  they  left?  The  reason  is,  pri- 
marily, because  they  were  so  relentlessly  pursued  by 
netters  and  market  hunters,  and,  secondly,  on  account 
of  the  destruction  of  the  primitive  forests  where  they 
resorted  to  breed.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  benelicial  and 
ehcwily  dressed  Ded-hc-aded  Woodpecker  was  one  of  the 
nio8i  common  birds  to  be  met  with  on  a  day's  outing 
in  the  rural  districts.  Now.  it  is  rather  unusual  to  see 
mn*  of  tlh'se  birds  in  stH'tions  where,  in  my  boyhood 
ilays,  \\wy  were  abundant. 

What  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  bringing 
nbout  this  change?    Why,  the  love  of  pecuniary  gain 
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aud  the  vauitv  of  the  fair  sex  have  inspired  the  mill- 
aery  taxidermists  to  slaughter,  year  after  year,  these 
frolicsome  tenants  of  hollow  trees;  beautiful  dt^fcnce- 
less  creatures,  whose  livelihood  was  earned  mainly  h} 
destroying  insects  and  larvae  destructive  of  forest 
shade  and  frnit  trees.  It  is  true  this  bird  sometimes 
visited  the  com  field  or  cherry  tree,  but  the  damage 
done  on  such  occasions  was  trivial  when  compared  with 
the  good  he  did  in  the  orchard  or  forest. 

Men,  we  are  told,  particularly  a  class  of  miserly  fel 
lows  who  have  been  married  for  some  years,  are  prone 
to  comment  in  no  favorable  way  about  the  cost  of 
lovely  woman's  head  dress.  So  far  as  the  writer  is 
concerned  he  believes  it  is  every  man's  duty,  and  if 
he  has  the  right  kind  of  a  wife,  I  know  it  would  be  a 
pleasure,  to  assist,  so  far  as  he  is  financially  able,  in 
obtaining  the  requisite  head  adornment  for  his  bett<)r 
half.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  any  man  should 
be  asked  or  expected  to  encourage  the  decoration  of 
his  wife's  head  with  feathers  which  have  been  torn 
from  the  bodies  of  mute  and  lifeless  birds.  The  chief 
objection Ihave  to  offer  to  this  hat  and  bonnet  business 
is  the  persistence  which  so  many  ladies  have  for  deco 
rating  their  pretty  heads  witb  beneficial  birds'  skins. 
Do  away  with  such  ornamentations,  double,  if  you  de 
Aire,  the  amounts  paid  for  featherss  add  an  extra  quan 
rity  of  artificial  flowers,  vines  and  iridescent  ribbons, 
but  spare,  I  beg  of  you,  the  harmless  and  defenceless 
members  of  "the  summer's  tuneful  host." 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA   AUDUBON   SOCIETY. 

It  is  certainly  fortunate  in  many  way€i|  that  the 
Pennsylvania  Andubon  Sooiety,  with  headquarters  in 
Philadelphia,  has  lately  been  largely  inptmmental  in 
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arouBiug  iu  different  quarters  of  the  8tate  a  strooi; 
desire  to  protect  soug  birds.  The  officers  of  tliis  or- 
f^uization  include  a  number  of  the  best-know  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia.    They  are: 

President 
WITMER  STONE. 

Vice  Presidents. 
MISS  FRANCES  E.  BENNETT. 
MRS.  A.  T.  COPE. 
MRS.  S.  C.  F.  HALLOWELL. 
MRS.  WM.  FURNESS  JENKS. 
MRS  BEULAH  M.  RH0AD8. 
MISS  ANNE  H.  WHARTON. 
EDWIN  SWIFT  BALCH. 
BENJAMIN  LEE.  M.  D.. 
S.  WEIR  MITCHELL.  M.  D.. 
HON.  SAMUEL  W.  PENNTPACKER.  LL.  D.. 
RT.  REV.  O.  W.  WHITAKER.  D.  D.. 
WM.  ROTCH  WISTER, 
MRS.  RICHARD  M.  CADWALADER. 
MRS.  BRINTON  COXE, 
MRS.  L  MINIS  HAYES. 
MISS  A.  C.  KNIGHT. 
MISS  M.  CART  THOMAS, 
CHARLEa  C.  ABBOTT.  M.  D.. 
HORACE  HOWARD  FURNESS,  LL.  D.. 
REV.  HENRY  C.  McCOOK,  D.  D.. 
J  RODMAN  PAUL. 
JOSEPH  WHARTON. 
JAMES  D.  WINDSOR. 

Directors. 
MISS  E.  W.  FISHER, 
MISS  ELLEN  L.  LUNDY. 
HENRY  C.  MERCER. 

Secretary. 
MRS.  EDWARD  ROBINS. 

Treasurer. 
WILLIAM  L.  BAILY. 

This  organization  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  publish 
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and  distribute  gratuitously,  a  verj  interesting  and  val- 
uable little  pamphlet,  wbieh  can  be  obtained  by  ad- 
dressing the  secretary,  Mrs.  Edward  Robins,  114  South 
2l8t  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  good  work  of  the  Audubon  Society  has  struck 
a  popular  vein  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  withiu 
a  prriod  of  ftve  mouths,  from  about  tho  first  of  J:niu  in 
of  the  present  year,  over  fourteen  hundred  ladies  and 
gentlemen  have  placed  their  names  on  the  membership 
rolls  of  the  society. 

The  earnest  and  commendable  efforts  of  this  society 
cannot  fail  to  do  a  vast  amount  of  good,  and  all  classes 
of  our  citizens  should  aid  in  this  new  field  of  labor, 
which,  if  carried  to  a  successful  end,  will  be  of  in- 
calculable value  to  this  and  future  generations.  No 
olass  of  our  citizens  would  derive  greater  benefits 
from  the  protection  of  birds  than  the  farmers  and 
fruit-growers. 

To  successfully  protect  birds  in  this  State  it  is 
very  essential  to  secure  the  hearty  co-operation  of  tho 
farmers  and  the  farmers'  boys. 

Unfortunately,  however,  in  some  sections  of  Penn- 
sylvania, different  species  of  birds  and  mammals  are 
regarded  with  disfavor  because  of  a  lack  of  knowledge 
of  their  beneficent  services.  When  these  mistaken 
opinions  are  corrected  and  the  praiseworthy  aim  of  the 
Audubon  Society  is  thoroughly  understood,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  farmers  of  this  ConMnonwealth  will  ex- 
tend such  assistance  that  the  professional  hat-bird 
hunter,  snarer,  and  meat-hunter,  will  be  forced  to  aban- 
don their  nefarious  trade. 

With  a  view  of  jriving  a  brief  idea  of  the  magni- 
tude of  insect  depredations  throughout  the  Uniteil 
States,  a  few  paragraphs  are  added  under  the  sub-head 
••Insect  Ravages/'    Such  records  should  certainly  havr 
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iufluonce  to  aid  in  staying  the  hand  which  is  too  often 
unjustly  raised  against  birds  and  other  wild  animals 
which  are  friends  rather  than  enemies  of  the  haman 
race. 

INSECT  RAVAGES. 

The  plum  crop  in  many  regions  of  Pennsylvania  is 
almost  a  total  failure  because  of  the  ravages  of  the 
curculio  and  the  fungus  known  as  black  knot.  Yet,  if 
orchardists  would  heed  advice  and  follow  the  recom- 
mendations of  scientific  men  who  give  special  atten 
tion  to  the  life  histories  of  insects,  fungi  and  birds, 
plum  culture  could,  no  donbt,  be  conduct<^d  with  much 
greater  satisfaction  and  profit. 

During  recent  years  there  has  been  a  very  great  in- 
crease both  in  number  and  virulence  of  the  parasitic 
fungi  and  insect  pests  with  which  the  farmer  and  the 
horticulturist  has  to  contend.  Besides  these  enemies 
the  cultivator  of  the  soil  has  to  combat  certain  species 
of  birds  and  mammals  which  annually  do  considerable 
damage  to  the  cultivated  crops.  The  destruction  of 
forests,  both  by  lumbermen  and  devasting  forest  tires 
— especially  the  latter — has  caused  many  insects  to 
abandon  their  habitations  in  the  forests  and  take  up 
their  abodes  in  the  cultivated  lands. 

PENNSYLVANIA    LOSES    $5,000,000    A    YEAR. 

Eminent  entomological  authorities  assure  us  that  at 
least  one-tenth  of  all  the  cultivated  crops  of  this  coun- 
try are  annually  destroyed  by  insects,  and  that  the  ag- 
greirate  amount  of  damage  done  is  between  |200,000,000 
and  $300,000,000  every  year  in  the  United  States.  Of 
this  immense  sum  it  is  a  very  conservative  estimate  to 
state  that  Pennsylvania's  share,  through  insect  ravages 
alone,  is  about  $5,000,000  annually. 
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iSoiue  four  yeari*  ago  the  Piue  Bark  beetle  com- 
mitted depredations  in  tlie  pine  forests  of  Southwest- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  in  West  Virginia  amounting  to 
fully  11,000,000,  and  last  year,  according  to  the  esti- 
mates of  our  correspondents,  the  army  worm  damaged 
crops,  chiefly  cereals,  to  the  extent  of  at  least  f300,000. 
In  1895,  ''rose  bugs''  and  English  sparrows  caused, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  our  Erie  county  cor- 
respondents, fully  f50,000  loss  to  vineyards  in  the 
famous  Erie  grape  belt. 

THE  LOSS  IN  OTHER  STATES. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  insect  hosts  annually,  it  is 
said,  destroy  over  one  and  one-half  million  dollars 
worth  of  agricultural  products.  In  1893,  the  loss  from 
granary  insects  to  the  corn  crop  alone  in  the  State  of 
ii^iaoama  was  claimed  to  be  f  1,671,882,  and  in  the  Lone 
Star  State  grain  weevils,  according  to  a  well  known 
writer,  cause  an  annual  loss  in  stored  cereals  of  over 
$1,000,000.  In  1874,  the  Western  States  were  visiteii 
by  grasshoppers  which  played  such  havoc  with  the 
crops  that  their  depredations  amounted  to  $45,000,000. 
The  chinch  bugs  were  so  numerous  in  Illinois  in  1804 
that  they  cost  the  people  of  that  State  over  $73,000,000, 
and  in  Missouri  in  1874  the  same  voracious  pests  de- 
voured agricultural  products  to  the  amount  of  $19,- 
000,000.  In  the  cotton  raising  States  the  annual  loss 
through  the  cotton  worm  from  1864  to  1880  was  esti- 
mated at  about  $15,000,000. 

Dr.  Packard  states  that:  "Each  species  of  plant  on  an  aver- 
age supports  three  to  four  species  of  insects,  and  numerous 
plants,  particularly  those  in  general  cultivation,  afford  sub- 
sistence to  many  more.  Many  species,  which  now  attack  gar- 
den vegetables  or  fruit  or  vines,  once  lived  In  the  forest  on  en- 
tirely  different   vegetable   life/* 
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TREE-INHABITING   INSECT   PESTS. 

There  is,  it  \b  said,  not  less  than  seventy-five  kinds 
of  injurious  insects  inhabiting  the  apple  orchai*d.  Be 
fore  the  apple  and  other  fruit  trees  were  introduced 
to  America,  many  of  these  insect  enemies  lived  on  such 
forest  trees  as  the  oak,  elm,  wild  cherry,  maple,  ash 
and  willow. 

ForcBt  trees  are,  as  Dr.  Packard  JBtates.  "Dartlcularly  lia- 
ble to  depredations  of  insects,  certain  species  of  which  attack 
the  roots,  others  the  bark,  some  the  wood,  many  the  leaves 
and  a  few  the  fruit  and  nuts. 

The  oak  harbors  between  500  and  600  kinds  of  insects;  the 
hickories  afford  maintenance  to  140  recorded  species,  the  birch 
to  over  lOO  species,  the  maple  85.  the  poplar  72,  while  the  pine 
yields  nourishment  to  over  100  different  kinds." 

BIRDS  AND  MAMMALS  AS  A  CLASS  ARE  BENEFICIAL. 

There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  certain  species  of 
birds  and  mammals  are  detrimental  and  their  fondness 
for  domestic  fowls  and  game — both  furred  and  feath- 
ered— as  well  as  varions  kinds  of  small  wild  song  birds 
is  such  that  no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  their  true 
life-histories  will  attempt  to  defend  them.  The  num 
ber  (species)  of  poultry  and  game  devouring  animals, 
dressed  either  in  coats  of  light-weight  feathers  or  of 
soft  warm  fur,  is  small  as  compared  with  the  species 
which  are  serviceable  or  neutral. 

It  is  unwise  to  overlook  the  great  benefits  conferreo 
by  the  majority  of  our  birds  and  mammals  in  the 
cultivated  field,  the  meadow,  the  forest  and  the  or- 
chard, by  destroying  the  troublesome  rodents  and  mul- 
titudes of  insects,  which,  as  Dr.  Elliott  Coues  well 
says:  "singly  are  insignificant,  but  collectively  a 
scourge,  which  prey  upon  the  hopes  of  the  fruit  grower, 
and  which  if  undisturbed  would  bring  his  care  to 
nought." 
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THE  SNAPPER  AND  A  BROOD  OF  DUCKS. 

Some  yeais  ago  a  blacksmith  residing  near  a  small 
creek  on  the  outskirts  of  the  borough  of  West  Chester, 
had  a  flock  of  about  fiftcnn  young  ducks,  which  were 
cared  for  by  a  cross  old  Brahma  hen  that  always 
scolded  w^henever  her  web-footed  brood  disported  iu 
the  muddy  water  of  a  small  dam  which  had  been  made 
in  the  stream  for  their  accommodation.  The  ducks 
went  there  with  great  regularity,  notwithstand- 
ing the  protests  of  their  clucking,  bad-tempered 
and  fussing  foster-parent.  Suddenly  the  ducks 
began  to  disappear;  one,  and  sometimes  two, 
were  spirited  away  in  a  day.  First  the  cats 
were  accused  and  they  were  promptly  shot.  Next 
a  frolicksome  setter  pup  was  w  hipped  when  he  **&tood" 
the  old  hen  and  the  surviving  members  of  her  palmate 
family.  The  poor,  misused  dog  immediately  after  his 
castigation,  was  chained  in  Ihe  barn.  The  death  of 
several  cats  and  the  confinement  of  a  dog,  whose  lung 
power,  both  in  daylight  and  dark,  furnished  abundant 
evidf^nce  of  the  entire  absence  of  consumptive  or  asth 
matic  troubles,  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  thinning  oui 
of  (he  ducklings.  There  were  no  minks,  weasels,  or 
foxes  about  the  premises,  and  all  the  hawks  and  owls 
for  miles  around,  had  been  killed  for  bounty.  Sleek- 
coated  meadow  mice,  it  is  true,  were  plentiful  about  the 
creek  and  in  the  tangled,  matted  grassy  coverts  ot 
adjoining  fields.  But  as  these  little  creatures,  which, 
curious  to  relate,  had  multiplied  with  marvehnis  ra 
pidity  a  few  months  after  the  hawks  and  owls  had 
h'^'^n  slnin,  subsisted  on  irrnss  roots.  ceT^enl««,  grnpe 
vines,  etc.,  such  vegetarians  certainly  did  not  molest 
the  ducks.  At  last,  viewing  the  matter  from  every 
imaginable   standpoint,   attention   was   directed'  to  a 
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certain  small  boy  who  played  "hooky''  to  rob  bird'a 
ni'sts  and  went  fishing  when  his  mother  sent  him  t<i 
Sunday  school.  IJecause  this  mischievious  urchin, 
some  days  before,  had  been  observed  trying  to  catch 
a  snapper  which  he  said  "lived  in  the  dam  and  killed 
the  ducks,"  he  was  believed  to  be  the  aggressor.  The 
boy  was  watched,  and  yet  the  ducks  continued  to  do- 
crease.  One  afternoon,  when  all  but  two  of  the  flock 
had  been  stolen,  the  blacksmith  who  wns  looking  at 
the  pair  dabbling  in  the  water,  was  surprised  to  see 
a  large  snapping  turtle  seize  one  and  drag  it  to  the 
muddy  bottom.  This  turtle,  which  weighed  about 
seven  or  eight  pounds,  and  the  dead  duck  were  both 
fished  out  of  the  pool  with  an  iron  rake. 

ODD  TRAITS  OF  ANIMAL-CHARACTER. 

The  totally  unexpected  discovery  made  by  the  good 
natmed  disciple  of  Vulcan  brought  about  a  great 
change.  The  small  boy  was  presented  with  a  new  fish- 
ing line,  treated  to  pie  and  lots  of  "taffy."  He  listened 
with  boyish  pride  and  becoming  modesty  to  such  soft 
phrases  as  "Oh  my!  what  a  bright  child,"  "Good  boy," 
"Fine  little  man,"  etc.  Poor  innocent  little  fellow: 
he  had  not  disturbed  the  old  hen's  brood,  yet  all  the 
time  this  "good  boy"  knew  that  he  had,  only  the  day 
before,  stood  on  guard,  near  the  door  of  the  old  smith 
shop,  while  a  companion  had  stolen  a  dozen  hen's  eggs 
and  a  lot  of  pigeons  from  the  industrious  and  frugal 
blacksmith's  barn.  However,  this  gave  him  no  con 
corn  as  their  rightful  owner  never  learned  the  facts. 

The  slandered  and  howiing  setter  was  given  full 
liberty,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  afterward,  as  if  to 
(M'lebrnte  the  happy  event,  Mr.  Pup  killed  threa 
chickens  in  a  neighbor's  garden,  and,  in  an  adjoining: 
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yard,  tie  van  down  and  maaled  a  kittvu  beluugiug  to  a 
ttbort-haiied,  meddlesome  old  maid. 

This  kitten,  to  repair  its  damaged  anatomy,  had  to 
retire  tlie  balance  of  the  week  to  i-est  in  swaddling 
bands  and  arnica  fumes. 

Expressions  of  regret  were  also  uttered  on  account 
of  the  premature  and  violent  demise  of  the  Thomas 
feline  group  planted  at  the  foot  of  a  grai>e  vine.  This 
Bhaggj-coated  and  crooked  old  vine  had  for  years 
served  as  a  shelter  and  breeding  place  for  several 
generations  of  the  sparrow  kind,  and  when  these  cats 
were  buried  at  its  base  to  invigorate  the  growth,  there 
was  hidden  in  a  thick  cluster  of  large  leaves  and  fad- 
ing, whitish  blossoms,  the  tenantless  nest  of  a  pair  of 
sweet-voiced  Chipping  Sparrows,  tiiat  these  same  cat* 
had  destroyed  the  day  previous  to  the  commencemeni 
of  their  unexpected  contract  to  "grow  grapes." 

FISHES  THAT    CATCH    DUCKS    AND    BIRDS. 

The  taste  which  birds,  such  as  the  herons,  cranes, 
kingfishers,  certain  hawks,  owls  and  eagles,  the  mer- 
gansers and  several  kinds  of  sea  ducks,  gulls,  terns  and 
other  oceanic  birds  have  for  fishes  is  well  known.  It 
does  not,  however,  appear  to  be  generally  understooa 
that  we  have  numerous  members  of  the  finny  inhabi 
tants  of  our  rivei*s,  lakes  and  ponds  which  seldom 
allow  a  toothsome  young  duck  or  other  small-sized 
birds,  which  they  can  capture,  to  escape. 

Small  mammals,  such  as  mice,  shrews  and  moles  are 
also  sometimes  eaten  by  these  scaled  animal-catchers. 
On  the  ocean,  in  salt  water  bays  and  large  rivers,  and 
about  the  Great  Lakes,  numerous  ducks,  ^ulls,  terns 
and  other  swimming  birds  are  gobbled  up  by  hungrv 
ftshes.  Sandpipers,  the  smaller  herons  and  other  birds 
which  wade  about  in  sliallow  waters,  are  likewise  often 
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caught  bv  Toracious  pike  or  pickerel,  bass  and  trout, 
in  ponds  and  streams.  I  have  on  two  different  occa 
sions  seen  brook  trout  catch  young  birds — one  an 
Indigo  Bunting  and  the  other  an  awkward  Maryland 
Yellow  Throat,  which  had  accidentally  gotten  into 
the  water. 

Pickerel  which  are  plentiful  and  which  grow  to  good 
size  in  the  numerous  ponds  or  lakes  in  the  northeastern 
section  of  Pennsylyania,  often,  I  am  told,  catch 
ducks,  sometimes  when  nearly  full  grown,  as  well  as 
other  birds  which  get  into  the  water  intentionally  or 
otherwise. 

Last  summer  I  shot  a  warbler,  at  Lake  Oanogo,  a 
very  pleasant,  healthful  and  romantic  resort  on  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  in  Wyoming  county.  The  bird 
fell  into  the  water  of  the  lake,  and  when  I  had  almost 
reached  it  with  a  boat,  a  good  sized  black  bass  seized 
it  and  disappeared  from  view. 

MUD  HENS  ARE  CAUGHT. 

I  have  repeatedly  been  informed  by  fishermen  and 
egg-hunters  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  in  New  Jersey 
and  Virginia,  where  the  Mud  Hen  or  Clapper  Bail 
{BaUus  longiro9tri8  crepUana)  breeds  in  abundance, 
that  eels  and  several  species  of  fishes  destroy  many 
of  the  young  rails.  In  the  Florida  waters  the  gar  and 
some  other  fishes  have  such  a  keen  appetite  that  adult 
ducks  are  often  killed  or  niaimed  by  them.  I  once  shot 
a  drake  Wood  Duck  in  Florida,  which  fell  in  the  water 
about  seventy-five  yards  from  where  I  stood.  Prob- 
ably ten  minutes  elapsed  before  I  could  get  the  speci- 
men, which  from  the  way  it  kept  moving  and  bobbing 
about  in  the  water  I  thought  was  only  wounded,  but 
so  injured  that  it  could  not  fly  or  dive.  When  the  duck 
was  retrieved  T  was  snrpHsed  to  find  that  it  had  been 
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strack  with  several  pellets  of  No.  5  shot  which  caused 
instant  death.  Its  breast  and  abdomen  were  so  badly 
lacerated  that  it  was  valueless  for  cabinet  purposes. 
A  j^iiide  wiio  was  with  me  said  it  was  the  work  of  a  gar, 
black  bass  or  catfish,  all  of  which,  he  claimed,  would  do 
such  tricks.  At  different  limes  I  threw  into  the  St 
Johns  river,  at  a  wharf  where  catfish  were  abundant, 
small  birds  which  had  been  too  badly  damaged  by  shot 
to  be  skinned;  the  catfish  would  come  to  the  surface 
and  carry  them  out  of  sight.  The  place,  of  course, 
where  these  experiments  were  made,  was  a  kind  of 
feeding  ground  which  I  had  established  for  the  catfish 
by  throwing,  almost  daily  for  nearly  a  month,  into  tne 
water  the  carcasses  of  several  hundred  birds  which  had 
been  skiuned. 

THE  VORACIOUS  PIKE. 

Pike  which  love  to  hide  in  still  waters  where  lily 
pads,  tall  graasfcs  and  rushes  grow,  have  on  diff^^ient 
occasions  been  known  to  catch  and  devour  small  birda 
perched  on  low  branches,  leaves  and  grasses  resting 
on  or  near  the  water's  surface. 

Ducklings  of  both  wild  and  domesticated  kinds  arc 
very  frequently,  it  is  asserted,  captured  when  dabbling 
in  the  water  by  numerous  kinds  of  greedy  fishes. 

A   RED   SQUIRREL.  SPARROW  AND  HUNGRY  CHUB. 

In  my  school  boy  days  when  fishing  on  the  historic 
Brandywine,  I  heard  a  loud  out-cry  among  a  colony  of 
birds  in  a  cluster  of  low  willows  and  hazel  bushes 
which  overhung  the  banks  and  stream  where  the 
wateis  rushed  madly  over  a  stony  bed  to  form  a  deep 
dark  jjool  where  fallfish  or  chubs  lay  in  wait  for  food 
I    was  acquainted   with   the  spot,   having  repeatedly 
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caught  the  hungry  chubB  with  grub-worms,  grass- 
hoppers 01-  mussels,  in  this  their  favorite  trusting  place. 
The  birds'  sharp  and  angry  notes  induced  me  to  hurry 
to  the  spot  where  I  discovered  a  prying  Red  Squirrel 
to  be  the  originator  of  all  the  confusion.  The  squirrel 
had  detected  a  partly  feathered  young  ground  sparrow 
and  in  endeavoring  to  catch  it  had  knocked  or  scared 
it  into  the  water  and  it  was  struggling  at  the  edge 
of  the  pool  when  suddenly  there  was  a  splash,  and  the 
bird  vanished.  A  stone  cast  at  the  squirrel  drove  him 
away  as  well  as  the  birds  he  had  annoyed. 

I  then  directed  my  attention  to  fishing  and  cast  my 
hook  baited  with  a  "willow  worm"  into  the  pool,  a 
quick  jerk  and  a  taut  line,  told  me  I  had  a  fish,  which 
when  landed  proved  to  be  a  sixteen  inch  chub.  On 
opening  the  stomach  of  this  fish  I  found  the  young 
sparrow  which  had  so  mysteriously,  about  fifteen  min- 
utes before,  left  the  water's  surface. 

FOREST  FIRES  VS.  WILD  AND  DOMESTIC  ANIMALrS. 

The  time  is  fast  approacning  when  the  ciiiy.i^iio  vf 
this  great  Commonwealth  will  be  compelled  to  adopt 
some  stringent  measures  to  prevent  the  destructive  for 
est  fires  which  occur  yearly,  generally  in  the  spring 
and  autumn,  and  often  also  during  the  dry  summer 
season. 

FOREST  FIRES  INCREASING. 

During  recent  years  or  since  forest  fires  have  in- 
creased so  markedly  in  many  of  the  mountainous  por- 
tions oif  Pennsylvania,  there  has  been  a  greait  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  woodpeckers,  nuthatches  and 
different  species  of  wood  warblers,  vireos,  likewise  the 
sweet  voiced  thrushes,  many  of  which  subsist,  to  a 
large  degree,  on  numerous  forms  of  forest-tree  de- 
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atroyiiig  insects.  This  disappearance  <»f  avian  life  is. 
no  doubt,  to  be  attributed,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  flres, 
which  destroy  so  many  of  these  birds  in  the  breeding 
season. 

SERIOUS  LOSS   IN    1895. 

From  reliable  statistics,  on  file  in  this  Department, 
we  find  that  in  the  year  1895  there  were  about  225,00i» 
acres  burned  over,  occasioning  a  great  loss  to  valuable 
timber,  aggregating  fully  one  million  of  dollars. 

In  1895  twenty  buildings  were  destroyed,  among 
which  were  several  saw-mills;  two  men  and  several 
horses  and  cattle  lost  their  lives  in  the  fires,  which 
also  consumed  a  considerable  quantity  of  cut  and 
sawed  timber.  In  the  same  year  the  farmers  spent 
145,000  in  wages  alone,  to  pay  men  and  boys  to  aid  in 
extinguishing  the  flames.  Besides  the  great  loss  to  our 
lumber  interests  and  to  the  farmers  whose  fences,  build- 
ings and  other  personal  property  are  continually  en- 
dangered by  the  flames'  ravages,  the  reducing  of  these 
semi-annual  conflagrations,  which  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  are,  from  reports  at  hand,  the  result  of  either 
grossly  careless  or  maliciously  inclined  persons,  is 
absolutely  necessary  as  the  continued  destruction  of 
our  timbered  areas  by  the  woodman's  axe  and  the  de- 
vastating flames,  will  before  many  years  sjeriously 
menace  the  water  supply  of  our  State.  The  restoration 
of  forest  trees  on  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  now  prac- 
tically valueless,  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
from  a  hygenic  standpoint.  The  fact,  however,  re- 
mains true  that  this  can  never  be  accomplished  unless 
some  vigorous  means,  through  legislative  aid,  are 
taken  to  repress  the  forest  fires. 
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OF  GREAT   INTEREST  TO   FARMERS   AND   SPORTSMEN. 

To  farmers,  sportsmen  and  naturalists  the  forest 
fire  question  is  one  of  great  moment,  as  investigations 
show  that  the  amount  of  animal  life,  particularly  birds 
and  mammals,  destroyed  yearly,  is,  in  the  aggregate, 
very  large.  Persons  who  have  followed  in  the  path- 
ways of  the  great  hissing,  crackling,  smoking  and 
life-destroying  flames,  have  found  the  charred  re- 
luaiufej  of  pheasants,  wild  turkeys,  quails,  rabbits, 
fawns,  etc.,  besides  several  kinds  of  small  wild  song 
birds,  esiK-cially  such  species  (hat  nest  on  or  near 
the  ground.  Last  spring  and  summer  (1SD6)  in  almost 
every  «lislrict  wJiere  the  tires  burued  over  a  large 
acreage  numerous  nests  of  grouse,  besides  many 
turkeys,  and  innumerable  h«>nu»s  of  small  wild  birds 
w«*re  destroyed. 

GREAT    DESTRUCTION    OF    WILD    ANlMALrS. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Kothrock,  Forestry 
Commissioner  of  this  Department,  the  Zoologist  has 
been  enabled  to  collect,  from  the  district  visited  last 
spring  and  summer  by  forest  fires,  a  large  amount  of 
valuable  data  showing  the  great  destruction  caused  b.T 
these  conflagrations  to  game  of  different  kinds,  as  well 
as  to  manv  species  of  small  wild  song  and  inseetivorous 
birds  which  have  their  habitations  in  the  forests,  old 
slashings,  and  bark  peelings;  localities  that  were 
mostly  burned  over. 

The  ruinous  fires  that  did  so  much  damage  to  animal 
life,  occurred  last  year  much  Inter  than  is  nsuallv  the 
case,  and  the  injury  to  small  wild  birds  and  game, 
both  furred  and  feathered,  was,  according  to  all  ac- 
counts, considerably  greater  than  is  customary  to  br 
noticed    when    the    usual    "Spring   Fires'*    take   place. 
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The  fires,  last  year,  raged  with  the  greatest  fury  in 
the  hitter  part  of  May  and  the  early  part  of  June,  or 
during  a  time  when  birds  had  their  nests  filled  with 
eggs  or  brood  of  young. 

LOCOMOTIVES  NOT  THE  CHIEF  CAUSE  OF  FIRES. 

The  assertion  that  steaim  locomotives  are  the  chief 
cause  of  forest  fires  inthis  State  is  not,  according  to  my 
observation,  correct,  nor  is  the  claim  proven  by  statis 
tics  of  this  Department. 

My  official  duties  are  such  that  I  have  occasion  to 
travel  at  least  nine  months  of  the  year  through  Penn- 
sylvania. Much  of  this  time  is  spent  in  the  mountains 
and  lumbering  operations  where  forest  fires  are  of  com- 
mon occurrence.  While  it  is,  of  course,  true  that 
sparks  from  engines  of  steam  cars  sometimes  start 
serious  conflagrations,  careful  investigations  during 
the  past  three  years  show  that  fires  which  originate 
through  such  causes  are  rather  exceptional. 

RAILROADS  ADOPT  BEST  PREVENTIVES  KNOWN. 

It  is  also  a  fact  that  our  railroad  companies  not 
only  use  the  most  improved  spark  arresters  for  their 
engines,  but  they  likewise  give  particular  instructions 
to  section  bosses  and  track  walkers  in  their  employ,  to 
adopt  promptly  such  means  as  may  be  necessary  to 
stop  any  and  all  fires  which  occur  along  the  lines  of 
their  respective  systems.  Through  my  own  personal 
observation  and  from  the  statements  of  numerous 
close  observing  and  reliable  gentlemen  who  have  de- 
voted much  attention  to  the  cause  and  effect  of  forest 
fires  it  has  been  found,  except  in  isolated  cases,  thai 
many  of  the  ruinous  forest  fires  which  have  in  rrcent 
years  been  started  by  steam  engines,  originated  not 
from  puflBng  and  ponderous  locomotives  of  the  well- 
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eqnipped  and  admirably  conducted  steam  railways  of 
<ni:-  rommon wealth,  but  from  the  little  (and  in  many 
ruses  defeilive)  "dinkey"  engines,  such  as  are  in  use 
on  many  lumbering  operations. 

A  COMMON  CAUSE  OF  FOREST  FIRES.. 

Another  and  very  fruitful  cause  of  forest  fires  is  the 
custom,  as  practiced  in  numerous  regions,  of  setting 
fire  in  the  early  spring  to  undergrowth,  dry  fallen 
leaves,  and  dead  wood,  so  that  grazing  and  pasture 
grounds  will  be  furnished  for  cattle  and  sheep.  The 
people  who  do  this  work  know  it  is  contrary  to  law, 
but  they  nevertheless  follow  it  up  year  after  year. 
Instances  are  known  where  in  order  to  escape  detec- 
tion, men  have  taken  lighted  candles  and  placed  them 
under  piles  of  leaves  and  other  combustible  material**. 
Tliese  candles  in  a  few  hours  would  burn  out  and  start 
fires  when  the  men  who  had  arranged  the  contriv- 
ances would  be  many  miles  from  the  place. 

Old  huckleberry  patches  are  often  fired,  so  a  new 
crop  of  vigorous  bushes  will  come  up  the  following 
spring.  Thus,  for  the  sake  of  a  few  bushels  of  berries, 
men  will  start  fires  that  destroy  many  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  property  and  much  wild  animal-life. 

Deer  hunters  oftentimes,  in  order  to  clear  up  un- 
derbrush so  they  can  get  better  shots  at  deer,  wii* 
burn  extensive  tracts  of  land. 

CARELESS  SPORTSMEN. 

As  many  of  the  fires  can  be  traced  to  the  carelessness 
of  simrtsmen,  it  would  seem  an  awful  lesson  to  them  to 
read  what  a  frightful  destruction  to  game  these  fir^^ 
are.  It  should  teach  them  to  not  only  be  careftil 
themselves,  but  encourage  them  to  give  information 
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that  would  result  in  the  puuishmeut  of  those  who  wil 
fully  set  fire  to  the  forests.  If  this  is  uot  done  at  once 
it  will  be  but  a  short  time  only  until  game  will  bo 
extinct,  or  what  is  left  will  be  without  forest  protec- 
tion, and  consequently  the  pleasure  of  the  true  sports 
man  will  be  gone. 

One  frequently  reads  in  the  newspapers  during  tht 
gunning  season  items  like  the  following^  which  was 
clipped  from  a  Tjancaster  county  paper: 

**On  Tuesday  a  woods  belon^ng  to  Robert  Black,  of  near  Ful- 
ton House,  was  set  on  fire  by  grunners.  They  ran  a  rabbit  Into 
an  old  tree,  and  In  order  to  gret  him  out  built  a  Are  around 
the  tree.  The  woods  were  soon  on  fire,  and  five  acres  were 
burned  over.  A  grreat  deal  of  fence  was  destroyed  and  many 
young  trees  were  damaged." 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  an  editorial 
published  in  the  Philadelphia  Press,  Dec.  5,  189G: 

"The  prevention  of  forest  fires  in  this  State  appeals  to  many 
interests.  Most  of  them  are  affected  indirectly  by  the  changed 
conditions  which  the  destruction  of  the  forests  brings  about. 
To  all  sportsmen,  however,  the  forest  fires  are  of  immediate 
concern,  since  they  are  very  destructive  of  game.  As  the 
camp  fires  of  careless  sportsmen  are  among  the  most  prolific 
causes  of  forest  fires,  It  Is  well  for  them  to  know  that  they  are 
sinning  against  their  own  interests,  and,  what  their  shooting 
In  season  would  never  do,  making  game  scarcer  each  year.  If 
they  would  stay  to  see  the  damage  done  by  the  fires  which  they 
have  caused  to  ignite  they  would  see  this  for  themselves.  In 
the  wake  of  the  life-destroying  flames  in  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer may  be  found  the  charred  remains  of  many  brooding  birds 
and  young  game  animals.  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  the 
knowledge  of  this  will  prompt  some  of  them  to  have  a  little 
more  care  about  the  fires  they  build  and  a  little  less  indiffer- 
ence to  the  possible  results  of  leaving  them  unextinguished 
when  they  break  camp?'* 

An  examination  of  ninety  reports,  on  game  destruc- 
tion, received,  chiefly  from  lumbermen,  by  my  colleague 
and  loyal  friend.  Dr.  .1.  T.  Kothrork.  shows  nn  Immonso 
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loss  of  properly  ub  well  hh  greal  deHiiuciiou  ot  animal 
life.  These  flres  not  onlj  consume  different  kinds  of 
birds  and  other  wild  animals,  but  domestic  fowls — tur- 
keys especially — occasionally  lose  their  lives  by  them. 
The  Commissioner  of  Forestry,  under  the  direction  of 
Secretary  Eklge,  in  July,  1896,  sent  out  a  circular  mak 
ing  inquiry  as  to  the  extent  of  damage  done  by  the 
forest  fires  which  took  plai-e  as  previously  stated  \o 
May  and  June  of  last  year.  The  infomiatiou  j;iveii  on 
destruction  in  the  succeeding  paragraph  is  a  summary 
of  what  was  sent  by  those  who  kindly  and  promptly  re 
sponded  to  the"fire  circular."  These  reports  came  from 
twenty  counties  and  they  represent  about  one-half  of 
the  counties  of  the  Commonwealth  which  suffered  from 
the  ruinous  conflagrations  which  occasioned  fully  one 
million  dollars  loss.  Of  the  ninety  correspondents  all 
but  six  testify  to  great  damage  of  pheasants  or  Ruffed 
Grouse,  which  in  this  State  nest  habitually  on  the 
ground.  Next  in  the  list  we  find  "rabbits"  mentioned 
by  fifty  contributors  as  having  been  destroycMl;  41,  tur- 
keys  (wild  or  domestic);  18,  squirrels  of  different  kinds; 
14,  quails;  9,  other  birds;  12,  eggs  and  8,  deer. 

FOR   THE    COMMON WEAIvTH'S    WEAL 

The  preceding  paragraphs  on  bird-slaughter,  the  mat- 
ter relating  to  forest  flres  and  the  loss  occasioned  by 
them  to  animal-life,  together  with  (he  two  or  tliree 
pages  that  briefly  show  the  enormous  amount  of  loss 
annually  incurred  from  insect  enemies,  although  some- 
what foreign  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  book,  have 
nevertheless  indirectly  an  important  connection  with 
the  interests  of  the  agriculturist  and  poultry  raiser. 

There  are  about  212,000  farms  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
probably  every  one  of  the  individuals  who  ppsides  on  a 

:M1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34 

farm  is  engaged,  to  a  more  or  less  extent,  in  raisinx 
domestic  fowls.  This  being  the  case  it  is  of  tbe  utmosi 
importance,  not  only  for  the  individual  farmer's  ad 
vantage,  but  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Common- 
wealth, that  every  eflFort  should  be  made  to  correct  th»? 
popular  prejudice  which  exists,  in  many  localities, 
against  different  species  of  our  furred  and  feathered 
tenants. 

WILri:   SUFFER  FOR  OUR   BLUNDERS. 

However,  the  lack  of  proper  knowledge,  as  to  the 
true  economic  relations  of  birds  and  mammals,  is,  by 
no  means,  restricted  to  the  agricultural  people,  as 
has  beeu!  repeatedly  evidenced  from  the  fact  that, 
on  several  occasions,  barriers  have  been  placed,  by 
oflScials  (no  doubt  well  meaning  but  certainly  not  well- 
informed),  in  the  way  of  proposed  efforts  to  educato 
the  masses  in  different  branches  of  the  natural 
sciences. 

The  fruits  of  such  blunders  are  manifest  now,  and  in 
years  to  follow  they  will  be  much  more  apparent. 
Laboring  under  an  idle  delusion  that  some  of  the 
most  serviceable  birds  to  be  found  about  one^s  premises 
are  injurious,  we  see  men  destroying  all  hawks  and 
owls  tlu'v  find;  yet  there  are  probably  not  more  than 
five  or  six  of  tlieso  birds  (sp(Mi(*s)  which  are  snitlciently 
numerous  in  the  State  to  do  serious  damage  to  domes- 
tic fowls  and  game.  The  fact  that  some  species  of 
raptorial  birds  live  almost  wholly  on  different  forms 
of  noxious  insect-life  is,  seemingly,  unknown  to  the 
^reat  majority,  and  as  a  natural  sequence  these  sharp- 
eyed  feathered  benefactors  are  killed  with  tne  same 
zest  as  are  their  poultry-gameeating  kinsfolk. 

The  smaller  kinds  of  owls  which  love  an  insect  diet, 
have,  likewise,  been  hunted  as  eagerly  by  scalp-hunters 
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*'for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  foi'  the  protection  of 
game,  within  this  Oommonwealth,"*  as  that  powerful 
night-prowling  poultry  and  game  thief,  the  Great 
Homed  Owl. 

TURKEY    BUZZARDS    SLAIN. 

Turkey  Buzzards  which  subsist  almost  exclusively  on 
catrion,  and  which  because  of  their  great  worth  as 
scayengers  are  carefully  protected  in  Bouth-jrn  States 
by  stringent  laws  and  strong  public  sentiment,  have 
been  wantonly  destroyed  as  they  were  believed  to  be 
"bad  on  chickens  and  young  turkeys/'  Probably  if 
the  facts  were  known  the  *Tieads  and  ears"  of  these 
dead  vultures  were  worth  at  the  office  of  some  justice 
of  the  peace — a  man,  perhaps,  locally  famous  for  his 
profound  knowledge  of  legal  lore — fifty  cents  each  to 
the  scalp  hunter.  In  addition  to  the  fifty  cents  bounty, 
the  wise  (?)  justice  of  the  peace  received  twenty  or 
twenty-five  cents  for  his  services,  but  the  elector  »n 
whose  presence  "were  burned,"  the  "head  and  ears"  of 
the  "l)old,  bad"  buzzard,  whose  alleged  ^eeds  of  rapine 
had  brought  sorrow  into  numerous  poultry  yards  and 
many  dollars  loss  to  the  owners  thereof,  got  nothing  for 
his  signature  and  trouble,  unless,  of  course,  he,  and  tho 
slayer  of  the  predatory  (?)  bird  had  some  private  under- 
standing not  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Assembly. 

NIGHT  HAWKS  AND  WHIP-POOR-KILLS  KILLED. 

These  practical,  blood-thirsty  manifestations  of  ig- 
norance and  love  of  pecuniary  gain,  have  not,  by  any 
means,  been  confined  to  the  noble  and  ignoble  birds 
of  prey,  and  their  nocturnal  relatives,  the  owl.  Night 
hawks  and  Whip-poor-wills,  bird«  that  subsist  upon 
winged  insects  of  most  harmful  habits,  have  been  de- 

♦Fiom  section  1  of  "Scalp  Act,"  approved  June  23,  18S5. 
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strojed  as  poultry  thieves.  One  county  commissioner, 
thrice  elected  to  the  offlce  because  of  his  wisdom,  pru- 
dential and  economical  ways,  sanctioned  the  paying  of 
bounties  for  nighthawlc's  heads.  When  the  commis- 
sioner's attention  was  called  to  the  injustice  of  such 
payments  he  claimed  he  favored  them  because  the 
*^lamed  bird  must  be  a  hawk  otherwise  it  would  not 
Imve  been  named  as  it  was." 

Although  the  framer  of  the  act,  when  he  wrote  "to 
be  paid  for  every  hawk  fifty  cents,"  did  not  evidently 
mean  to  include  nighthawks,  probably  a  legal  decision 
to  pay  for  them  was  strictly  proper.  This  incident 
demonstrated  to  the  writer  the  great  importance  c«f 
employing  common  names  for  wild  animals  which 
would  not  be  misleading  as  is  the  appellation  "night- 
hawk." 

SHRIKES  AND  WEASELS. 

The  Shrikes  or  Butcher  birds  which  feed  mainly  on 
large-sized  beetles,  grasshoppers,  other  detrimental  in- 
Heots,  mice  and  the  pestiferous  English  Sparrow,  have 
been  captured,  it  is  said,  in  goodly  numbers,  and  sold 
for  premiums  in  several  counties  under  the  "catchy" 
but  misleading  names  of  "Little  Blue"  or  '^Little  Bird" 
hawks.  Dr.  C.  Hart  Marriam,  IT.  S.  Dept.  of  Agr., 
Washington,  D.  C,  says: 

•*There  are  two  kinds  of  weasels  in  the  eastern  states.  The 
smaller  kind  feeds  chiefly  on  mice  and  insects,  and  Is  not 
known  to  kill  poultry.  The  larger  also  preys  mainly  on  mice 
and  rats,  but  in  addition  sometimes  kitls  rabbits  and  poultry. 

Both  species  are  friends  of  the  farmers,  for  the  occasional 
lObS  of  a  few  chickens  is  of  trifUngr  consequence  compared  with 
the  good  that  these  aninvals  are  constantly  doing  in  checking 
the  increase  of  mice." 

Additional  illustrations  could  be  added  to  further 
emphasijce  the  imperative  need  of  a  better  and  more 
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general  uDderstaudiug  of  the  eeououiic  relatiou8  of 
birds,  mammalfi  and  insects,  and  the  important  bearing 
sach  facts  have,  so  far  as  the  farmer  and  poulterer  are 
concerned,  but  time  and  space  do  not  permit. 

CONTAINS  AN  ABUNDANCE  OF  INSTRUCTIVE  DATA. 

Part  n  of  this  volume  has  been  prepared  in  a  manner 
which,  it  i8  believed,  will  prove  in  future  >^ears,  thai 
the  money  expended  for  its  publication  has  ueen  well 
spent.  If  this  document  reaches  the  farmers,  for 
whose  especial  use  it  has  been  written,  and  its  pages 
iUN*^  carefully  perused,  thej  (or  many  of  them)  can  be 
euiightened  in  various  directions.  In  addition  to  the 
author's  careful  field  observations,  he  has  quoted  freely 
from  numerous  publications  of  the  best  naturalists, 
as  w(dl  as  from  written  communications  of  hundreds  of 
intelligent  and  observant  farmers  and  other  persoos 
throughout  this  Commonwealth. 

FOOLISH    AND    EXPENSIVE    liEGISLATION. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  famous  and  odious 
bounty  act  of  June  23,  1885,  which  provided  for  the 
payment  of  bounties  for  the  destruction  of  various 
kinds  of  beneficial  animals,  clothed  either  in  fur  or 
feathers,  as  well  as  some  few  species  of  both  birds 
and  mammals,  which  investigations  of  economic 
7.oologists  have  shown  to  be  detrimental  to  the  game 
and  poultry  interests,  hawks  and  owls  were  much  more 
numerous,  both  in  the  summer  and  winter  seasons, 
than  they  have  been  since  this  "Bealp  act''  was  in  force. 

A  8BRIOUS  BLUNDER. 

The  payment  of  nearly  ninety  thousand  dollars  in  a 
period  of  less  than  two  years  by  our  citizens  for  the 
heads  of  hawks  and  owls  was  unquestionably  a  serious 
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blunder,  and  one  which  has  been  the  indirect  cause  of 
very  considerable  loss  to  ihe  agricultural  interests  of 
our  Commonwealth. 

DON'T  ADVOCATE  UNWISE  BOUNTY  ACTS. 

During  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years  a  large  number 
of  our  citizens  have  urged  Pennsylvania's  lawmakers 
to  enact  bounty  or  scalp  acts,  whereby  premiums 
could  be  given  for  the  destruction  of  different  kinds  of 
birds  and  other  animals,  which  it  was  very  generally 
supposed  subsisted  almost  wholly  on  poultry  and  game 
of  different  varieties.  Acts  of  Assembly  in  this  direc- 
tion were  passed  and  it  was  soon  demonstrated  after 
they  were  in  active  operation,  that  the  loss  occasioned 
by  the  killing  of  beneficial  animals  was  much  more 
harmful  than  otherwise. 

BIRDS  OF  PREY  AS  A  CLASS  BENEFICIAL. 

The  note  books  of  the  writer  who  was  authorized  a 
few  years  since  by  Secretary  Thomas  J.  Edge  to  in- 
vestigate the  economic  status  of  the  raptorial  birds, 
for  whose  luckless  '*heads  and  ears''  a  premium  of  fifty 
cents  each  was  paid,  show  that  of  about  500  of  these 
birds  whose  decapitated  bodies  were  obtained  from) 
justices  of  the  i)eace  and  magistrates,  only  69,  or  a 
little  less  than  one-seventh,  were  detrimental  kinds,  viy.: 
rooiK^'s  Hawk,  25;  Sharivshinned  Hawk,  16;  Great 
Horned  Owl,  13;  iJarred  Owl  10;  Duck  Hawk,  2; 
Pigeon  Hawks,  2;  and  Goshawk,  1.  The  remainder 
were  species  which  post-morten  examinations  clearljr 
demonstrated  were  of  immense  value  to  aid  in  keeping 
in  check  the  prolific  and  destructive  field  mice  as  well 
as  several  kinds  of  insects  which  do  great  injury  to 
cultivated  crops. 
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ONLY  FIVE  WERE  DETRIMENTAL  SPECIES. 

In  a  period  of  two  days  the  writer  obtained  from  one 
official  fifty-two  hawks  and  owls  which  had  been 
killed  by  two  hunters  in  a  week's  time  on  the  Brandy 
wine  meadows  near  the  borough  of  West  Chester,  Pa. 
In  this  lot  were  three  Ck)oper's  Hawks,  one  Sharp 
shinned  Hawk  and  a  Great  Horned  Owl,  or  a  total  of 
five  birds,  which  subsist  largely  on  poultry,  small  wild 
birds  and  game.  The  remaining  forty-seven  birds  were 
all  of  the  beneficial  group,  namely:  Screech,  Short- 
eared,  and  Long-eared  Owls,  Red-tailed,  Red-shoul 
dered,  Sparrow  and  Rongh-legged  Hawks. 

NAILED    ON    BARNS. 

During  the  winter  of  1895  and  '96  in  traveling  over 
the  State  attending  Farmer's  Institutes,  a  record  was 
made  of  the  birds  of  prey  and  the  remains  of  othoi* 
animals  to  be  seen  nailed  on  barns  and  other  out 
buildings  and  here  it  is: 


BENEFICIAL. 

Hawks. 
Sparrow,  3. 
Ked-tailed,  21. 
Ked-shouldered,  <». 
Hough-legged,  :\. 

Owla. 

Short-eared,  9. 
Long-eared,  7. 
Bam,  2. 
Screech,  6. 
Saw- whet,  1. 


DETRIMENTAL. 

Hawk& 
Cooper's,  2. 
Shai-p-shinned,  9. 
Goshawk,  2. 
Pigeon,  1. 

Owls. 

(jtreat-Horned,  5. 
Barred,  2. 
Snowy,  1. 
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OTUSR    BIRDS,    BTC. 

Lu  additioo  to  the  hawks  aud  owls  particularized  in 
the  two  preceding  coiuinnH,  the  remains  of  the  fol 
lowing  species  of  birds  and  other  animals  were  seen 
hanging  to  the  sides  of  barns,  sheds,  &c.: 

Grows,  16.  Northern  Raven,  1. 

Great  Blue  Heron,  4  Great  Bittern,  2. 

Blue  Jay,  2.  Grebes,  2. 

Pish  Hawk,  2.  Night  Hawk,  2. 

Kingfisher,  1.  Night  Heron,  :\. 

Green  Heron,  4.  Black     Bear     (Bknils     or 

Foxes,  2.  paws),  8. 

Raccoons,  5.  Woodchucks,  2. 

Downy  and  Hairj  Wood-  Squirrels,  27. 

peokers,  7.  Pileated  Woodpecker,  I. 

King  Bird,  1.  Opossum,  3. 

INCREASE   OF  DESTRUCTIVE   RODENTS. 

The  marked  scarcity  in  grass  fields  and  meadow 
lands  during  the  winter  season  (when  these  birds  for- 
merly were  most  numerous  in  the  farming  districts) 
of  Red-tailed.  Red-shouldered,  Rough-legged  and  Spar- 
row hawks,  and  the  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  owls, 
for  several  years  past,  has  been  the  cause  of  consider- 
able comment  among  thoughtful  and  intelligent  farm- 
ers, who  attribute  the  appreciable  increase  in  hordes 
of  ravenous  field  or  meadow  mice  to  the  wholesale 
slaughter,  as  carried  on  under  the  Scalp  act  of  1885, 
of  their  natural  enemies,  the  hawks  and  owls. 

VULTURES.  EAGLES,  HAWKS  AND  OWLS. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  rapacious  birds 
which  are  attributed  to  the  fauna  of  Pennsylvania. 
This  list  includes  species  which  occur  here  during  all 
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Heasonn  of  tht;  year,  as  well  an  thoi»e  knowu  hh  uii^^rantH 
and  "strai^lers.-^ 

THE    BUZZARDS.    EAGLES    AND    HAWKS. 

Turkey  Buzzard  (Cathartes  aura). 

Bald  EaRle  (Halwseiw  levcooepJudiu.) 

Bed-tafled  Hawk  (Buieo  borealu). 

Bro&d  wingred  Hawk  {BMieo  laii$$iimMs). 

Marsh  Hawk  (Girou$  hwlaanius). 

Sparrow  Hawk  (Faloo  sparverius). 

Goshawk  (AccipUer  atrioapiUus). 

Cooper's  Hawk  (AooipUer  oooperi). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (AooipUer  velox). 

Dack  Hawk  (Faloo  peregrinui  anahm). 

Osprey  (Pamdion  halioBins  oarolinefMts). 

Bed-shooldered  Hawk  (Buteo  lineaiu$). 

Qolden  'Eagle  (Aquila  ohrywietoa). 

Pi^reon  Hawk  (FcUoo  oolwmbariMs). 

American  Boui^h-lef^rgred  Hawk    (ArehUmieo  lagopm 
Boncti-jokainnU). 

Mississippi  Bate  (loUnia  mi9ois^ppien$%8y 

Swallow-tailed  Kite  (Elanoides  farficahu). 

Black  Yoltore  (Oaiharisia  airata). 

The  twelve  first  mentioned  of  the  eighteen  birdn 
named  in  the  above  oolnmn  breed  regularly  in  the 
8tate.  Of  these,  some,  for  example,  the  Turkey  Buz 
zard,  Goshawk  and  Bald  Eagle,  are  restricted  to  a 
few  localities  or  to  certain  sections  of  the  Common 
wealth,  yet,  nevertheless,  thej  annually  rear  their 
families  within  our  borders. 

The  rest  of  this  group,  with,  possibly,  the  exception 

of  the   daring  and   little  dove-eating  Pigeon   Hawk 

(Faloo  cotwmbariM$\  which,  it  is  asserted,  breeds  occa 

sionally  in  certain  of  our  remote  and  higher  monn 

tainoiis  dintriotH,  occur  in   PennsylvHuiH  only,  as  mi 

3*-n 
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Krauts,  winter  sojournerR  or  extralimitants,  i.  e.,  birda 
which  have  wandered  far  from  their  usual  geographical 
range. 

THE  OWLS. 

Ghreat  Homed  Owl  {Bubo  virginianus). 

Barred  Owl  (Syrnium  nebulosum). 

Barn  Owl  (Strix  pratincola). 

Screech  Uwl  {Megascope  asio). 

LoDg-eared  Owl  {Asio  toilsonianus)' 

Saw-whet  Owl  {Nyctala  acadica). 

Short-eared  Owl  {Asio  accipitrinus). 

Snowy  Owl  {Nyctea  nyctea). 

Great  Gray  Owl  {Scoiiaptex  cinerea). 

American  Hawk  Owl  {Surnia  ulula  caparoch). 

Of  this  list  of  owls  the  six  species  first  named  in  Uut 
preceding  column  are  common  residents  (i.  e.,  are  found 
during  all  months  of  the  year)  in  Pennsylvania.  Audu- 
bon once  found  the  Short-eared  Owl  nesting  in  this 
State,  and,  probably,  the  species  may  still  breed  in 
some  secluded  situations  within  the  Keystone  bounda- 
ries. The  three  remaining  species  of  this  owl-group 
come  to  us  at  irregular  intervals  in  winter  time  from 
the  dreary,  cold  and  barren  boreal  wilds. 

Few%  if  any,  of  the  common  and  native  birds  are 
better  known  to  people  in  general  than  are  certain  of 
these  birds  of  prey,  some  of  which  are  rather  common 
at  all  times  or  during  some  period  of  the  year,  in  almost 
every  section  of  the  State. 

These  raptorial  birds  are,  with  the  few  exceptions 
previously  noted,  serviceable  rather  than  detrimental 
and  their  presence  about  our  farm  land  should  be 
encouraged.  There  is  unquestionably  a  strong  preju- 
dice in  the  minds  of  many  citizens  of  both  the  city 
and  country  districts  aginst  not  only  hawks  and  owls. 
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but  also  uutnerouB  other  kinds  of  birds  and  mammalH 
which  are  friends  rather  than  enemies  of  the  farmers 
and  fruit-growers.  To  correct  these  popular  and  mis- 
taken notions  is  highly  essential.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  now  engaged  in  collecting  reliable  data 
through  competent  scientific  specialists  and  otherwise, 
which  when  published  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  value 
as  it  will  show  beyond  all  possible  doubt  what  species 
of  birds  and  mammals  are  beneficial  or  harmful.  Inves- 
tigations in  this  line,  however,  are  necessarily  slow 
as  large  numbers  of  birds  and  quadrupeds  must  be 
collected  in  the  field  and  the  contents  of  their  stom- 
achs examined  most  carefully  before  positive  conchi- 
Bions  can  be  safely  arrived  at  as  to  their  true  economic 
relations. 

PUBLIC    SENTIMENT    IN    FAVOR    OF    BOUNTIES. 

In  the  early  part  of  February  of  this  present  year  the 
Board  of  Game  Commissioners  distributed  several 
thousand  circulars  soliciting,  by  a  series  of  questions, 
information  on  different  subjects  relating  to  game,  the 
seasons  for  taking  the  same,  violations  of  game  laws, 
etc.  Among  these  queries  the  following  concerning 
bounties  and  the  animals  on  which  such  premiums 
should  or  should  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  corre- 
spondent, be  paid,  appeared : 

•*I>o  you  favor  the  paying:  of  bounties  for  the  killlngr  of  birds 
and  other  animals  which  destroy  srame  and  fish?'* 

"What  species  of  hawks,  owls  and  other  wild  animals  do 
you  think  should  be  placed  on  the  bounty  list?" 

These  circulars  were  mailed  to  State  Grange  offi- 
cials and  all  subordinate  granges  in  the  State;  a  num- 
ber of  Farmer's  clubs;  to  the  various  organizations  em- 
bracing the  Pennsylvania  State  Sportsmen's  Associa- 
tion, and  to  the  numerous  names  of  representative 
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farmers  and  BportsuieD  which  apfieared  on  lislH  thai 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  had  kindlj  sent 
the  Game  Commission. 

At  the  present  writing,  May  20,  1897,  about  2,000  re 
plies  have  been  received  at  the  office  of  the  Gramc 
Ck)mmission.  An  examination  of  these  answers  on  the 
bounty  sw-bject  reveals  that,  on  an  average,  about 
twenty  persons  to  a  county  made  a  reply,  pro  or  coy- 
Two  answers  were  received  from  one  county,  sevep 
from  a  second,  and  ten  came  in  from  a  third;  with  these 
and  perhaps  a  few  other  exceptions,  the  answer*^ 
returned  from  the  counties,  ran  in  about  the  following 
proportions:  Adams,  80;  Bradford.  22;  Chester,  :i5.; 
Delaware,  16;  Erie,  27;  Pulton,  20;  Clearfield,  23; 
Crawford  35;  Sullivan,  22;  Mifflin,  26;  Lancaster,  25; 
Lucerne,  30;  Westmoreland,  28;  Lehigh,  35;  North* 
ampton,  37.  and  Tioga,  37. 

The  percentage,  however,  in  favor  of  bounties,  as 
shown  by  the  following  columns  of  figures,  is  very 
great,  and  in  view  of  this  sentiment  it  is  not  at  all 
surprising  that  a  bounty  act  recently  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  but  few  negative  votes: 

REPORTS  OF  COUNTIES. 

FYrctntuQe    I^centag* 
C'ouiUy.  for  againtt 

Bounty.        Bounty. 

Adams 90  10 

Allegheny,  84^  15J 

Armstrong 75J  24i 

Beaver 75  25 

Bedford 100  0 

Berks 75  25 

Blair 01  9 

Bradford S6i  i^ 

Bucks,    so  20 
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Butler,    83i  lOf 

Oambria 100  0 

Cameron,  100  0 

Carbon,    100  0 

Centre, 100  0 

Chester,  80  20 

Clarion,   9H  81 

Clearfield,    100  0 

Clinton,    76  24 

Columbia,    89  11 

Crawford,    431  561 

Curafberland 100  0 

Dauphin , . .  87i  121 

Delaware,    64  36 

Elk 85*  144 

Brie,  \ 75  25 

Payette,  70  30 

Forest,  100  0 

Franklin 100  0 

Fulton 100  0 

Greene,    84  16 

Huntingdon 95  5 

Indiana, 88  i  IH 

Jefferson 85  15 

Juniata 99  1 

l^ekawanna 100  0 

Umeaster 96  4 

Lawrence 25  75 

I^banon 100  0 

Lehigh 78*  21{ 

Luzerne,    921  7* 

Lycoming lOO  0 

McKean 100  0 

Mercer 90  10 

Hlfflin 9f»  2 
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Monroe,   941  51 

Montgomery, 83i  lOl 

Montour,   100  0 

Northamfpton, 94  6 

Northumberland, 100  0 

Perry, 100  0 

Philadelphia,   831  161 

Pike, 100  0 

Potter,   86  14 

Schuylkill, 100  0 

Snyder, 100  0 

Somerset 100  0 

Sullivan,  80  A  19i 

Susquehanna 66J  33^ 

Tioga, 801  191 

Union, 100        '      0 

Venango, 75  25 

Warren, 82  18 

Washington 63i  361 

Wayne,    63  37 

Westmoreland,    85*  14? 

Wyoming,   100  0 

York,    70  30 

By  these  answers  it  will  be  seen  that  from  tw^^uty-. 
tliree  counties  not  a  negative  reply  on  the  bounty  ques- 
tion was  returned.  In  this  connection,  however,  it 
should  be  stated  that  over  one  hundred  circulars,  a 
Qumber  of  which  contained  much  interesting,  and,  in 
some  cases,  very  valuable  data,  were  received  at  the 
ofBce  of  the  Game  Commission,  with  no  names  to  indi- 
cate who  had  sent  them.  Such  anonymous  communi- 
cations, as  in  well-regulated  newspaper  oflBces,  were 
consigned  to  the  waste  basket. 

The  iponnties,  with  few  exceptions,  from  which  over 
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ninety  per  cent,  of  the  answers  are  in  favor  of  boun- 
ties, have  considerable  woodland  and  inountaiuoub 
territory  or  wildland,  where  the  predatory  animals 
are  usnally  much  more  numerous  than  in  well  settled 
farming  districts.  Only  two  counties — Crawford  and 
Lawrence — show  a  majority  of  answera  in  opposition 
to  bounties.  The  citizens  of  Crawford  county  during 
the  active  enforcement  of  the  odious  Scalp  act  of  1885, 
paid  in  a  period  of  about  two  years  about  f  10,000,  three- 
fourths  of  which,  it  is  reliably  stated,  was  for  ^'hawks 
and  owls/'  This  expenditure  of  the  county  funds 
created  a  strong  feeling  against  such  laws,  as  it  is  as 
serted  that  much  of  this  money  was  obtained  for  skins 
of  red  squirrels  and  chipmunks  which  were  called 
"minks"  and  "weasels"  and  by  divers  other  sharp  prac- 
tices successfully  employed  to  fool  officials  who  were 
unable  to  recognize  "heads"  and  "ears"  of  the  genuine 
or  pseudo  kinds  offeredbythescalp-huntersoringenious 
scalp-maker.  As  nearly  all  districts  along  the  border 
lines  of  the  State  were  made  the  dumping  grounds  to 
pay  tribute  for  the  victims  of  scalp-hunters  in  neigh- 
boring States,  it  is  likely  that  on  account  of  such 
practices  the  greater  portion  of  the  negative  replies 
(75  per  cent)  were  sent  from  Lawrence  county. 

THEY  FAVOR  KILirING  ALL  HAWKS  AND  OWLS. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  answers  favoring  a 
bounty  on  birds  shows,  I  regret  to  say,  that  not  over 
fifty,  of  fully  1,300  persons,  seem  to  be  able  to  distin- 
guish the  beneficial  from  the  harmful  species  of  hawks 
and  owls,  and  as  a  result  of  this  want  of  knowledge 
or  perhaps  it  may  have  been,  and  no  doubt  was,  so  far 
as  some  individuals  were  concerned,  carelessness,  an 
overwhelming  number  of  replies  say,  "bounty  on  all 
hawks  and  owls." 
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STAKT    A    CAMPAIGN    OF    POPUl^R    EDUCATION. 

Here  again  we  have  another  striking  example  of  the 
urgent  necessity  for  Pennsylvania  to  begin,  not  In 
coming  jears  when  our  beneficial  feathered  friends 
are  wiped  out  of  existence,  but  NOW,  a  campaign  of 
papular  education  which  will  correct  erroneous  ideas 
80  generally  cultivated  about  the  raptorial  birds  as 
well  as  many  other  wild  animals. 

Since  going  over  the  bounty  data  from  all  counties,  1 
feel  it  to  be  a  public  duty  to  prepare  a  report  on  these 
sorely  abused  birds  which  will  enable  every  fair- 
minded  individual  who  comes  into  possession  of  this 
document  to  be  able  to  readily  distinguish  every  spe- 
cies of  the  raptorial  bird-kind  credited  to  the  fauna 
of  the  grand  old  Keystone  Commonwealth. 

NO   MORE  CHICKBNS'   HEADS  FOR  HAWKS. 

If  bounty  laws  are  desired  by  the  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  course  they  will  probably  be  enacted,  and 
if  county  otlicials  are,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
called  upon  to  determine  the  names  of  heads  of  differ- 
ent kinds  of  birds  and  other  animals,  they  should  sure- 
ly have  some  guide  to  aid  them  in  arriving  at  proper 
conclusions.  To  meet  such  an  emergency,  the  conclud- 
ing chapter  in  this  work  has  been  prepared.  This 
chapter  will  certainly  enable  any  justice  of  the  peace, 
county  commissioner  or  magistrate  to  recognize  all 
animals'  heads  which  are  likely  to  be  presented  for 
bounty.  The  heads  of  chickens,  turkeys,  grouse,  EJng- 
lish  Sparrows  and  other  birds,  pieces  of  worn-out 
buffalo  robes,  the  skins  of  colts  and  mules  should 
never,  in  future  days,  be  the  media  of  depleting  coun- 
ties' exchequers  ss  they  have  in  former  years. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


TESTIMONY  FROM  FULLY  ONE  THOUSAND  OB 
SERVERS. 


EbTDCATES  QrVSN  BT  flUHDRXDS  Of  FAniOBB  AKD  POUL- 
TBT  BilSBBS  AS  TO  TQB  MONSt  LOBB  ANNUALLY  In 
OOBBBD  TO  THE  POULTBT    InTBBBSTS  Or  PbNNBTLYANU 

Thbouoh    Ubpbbdationb    or    Pbbdatobt    Anuuia. 
What  Sbtbbal  Hondbbd   Spobtsmbn   Say   or  thx 

PoaLTBY-DBVOOBINO    BiBDS    AND    QdADBUPBDB    WhIOH 

Thby  Have  Found  in  Thbib  Bamblbs  Thbough  Fob- 
B8T,  Field  and  Mabbh.    Nomeboub  Notes  and  Opin- 

lONB     OONOBBNING     THE    ObOW     FBOM    FaBMEBB     AND 

Poxtltebsbs. 

This  chapter  is  one  of  especial  value,  as  it  is  made 
up  entirely  of  observations  of  practical  farmers,  poul- 
try-raisers, and  sportsmen,  who,  from  many  years'  ob- 
servation, are  qualified  to  speak  with  accuracy  con- 
cerning the  good  and  bad  habits  of  animals  which  de- 
stroy  poultry,  game  and  song  birds,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  those  which  protect  the  farmers'  crops. 

These  answers  show,  most  conclusively,  that  there 
are  certain  birds,  as  well  as  other  animals,  which  are 
a  source  of  great  loss  annually  to  both  agricultural 
and  game  interests.  It  is,  however,  unfortunate  that 
so  small  a  number  of  the  correspondents,  who  so  kind- 
ly took  the  trouble  to  respond  to  queries  sent  them 
by  the  Game  Commission  and  the  Zoolo^st,  mem- 
tioned  bv  name  the  hawks  and  owls,  which  had  been 
observed  committing?  the  numerous  acts  of  violence 
4-n 
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cited.  These  records  would  have  been  much  more) 
valuable  had  such  instructive  data  been  added,  and,  1 
am  quite  confident  they  would  have  proven  that  the 
culprits,  in.  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  were  one  or  the 
other  of  the  following  species: 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Pigeon  Hawli, 

Cooper's  Hawk,  Great  Homed  Owl, 

Ooshawk,  Barred  Owl. 

Duck  Hawk, 

The  failure  to  particularize  the  birds  of  prey  by 
their  common  names,  is  due,  in  many  instances,  to  Sk 
lack  of  proper  information  concerning  these  grievously 
persecuted  birds.  As  there  can  be  little  doubt  on 
this  score  it  certainly  is  high  time  that  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  if  prompted  by  no  other  reason  than 
that  of  economy,  should  give  wide  circulation  to  this 
and  other  popular  reports  dealing  in  a  plain  way^ 
with  the  economic  relations  of  our  wild  animals,  many 
of  which  are  rapidly  disappearing  as  civilization  ad- 
vances. 

For  many  years  the  people  of  the  Keystone  Com- 
monwealth gave  no  attention  whatever  to  the  forestry 
question  and  the  result  has  been  the  loss  of  millions  of 
dollars.  However,  in  the  last  five  or  six  years  the 
great  importance  of  this  much  neglected  subject, 
through  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  our  able  and  effi- 
cient Commissioner  of  Forestry,  Dr.  Jos.  T.  Rothrock, 
the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Forestry 
Association,  assisted  by  the  wise  approvals  of  Govern- 
ors, Robert  E.  Pattison  and  Daniel  H.  Hastings,  has 
become  apparent  and  a  strong  public  sentiment  in  be- 
half of  forest  restoration  and  protection  is  the  result. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  stated  that  the  For- 
estry legislation  gained  up  to  this  point  is  merely  pre- 
paratory to  the  work  proper.    Tt  provides  the  basis 
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and  gives  encouragement  by  wliich  the  citizen  and  the 
State  may  work  together  toward  a  common  end. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  this  judicious  work  of  pop- 
ular education  will  not  be  restricted  to  Forestry,  but 
will  expand  widely  and  embrace  the  field  of  Zoology. 
What  would  a  forest  be  without  its  happy,  vivacious 
host  of  sweet-voiced  choristers  and  other  tenants 
which  keep  in  check  the  hidden  insect  enemies? 

Year  by  year  the  extermination  of  animal-life  goes 
steadily  on,  yet  no  systematic  efforts  are  made  to  coun- 
teract the  unjust  prejudices  entertained  by  the  masses. 
If  the  beneficial  birds  and  mammals,  which  subsist  al- 
most entirely  on  detrimental  forms  of  insect-life,  con- 
tinues for  a  few  more  years,  as  it  has  in  the  past  fif- 
teen, crops  can  only  be  cultivated  with  the  greatest 
amount  of  labor  and  expense.  Even  now,  in  many 
parts  of  this  State,  and  the  same  is  true  of  almost 
every  other  State  in  the  Union,  numerous  crops  could 
not  be  grown  to  maturity  and  profit,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  liberal  use  of  insecticides  which  modem  econ- 
omic entomological  science  has  contributed  to  aid  in 
staying  the  destruction  which  man,  through  ignor- 
ance, has  brought  about  by  disturbing  nature's  bal- 
ance. 

The  total  loss  of  crops  in  some  regions  has  been 
carefully  investigated  and  found  to  be  chiefly  due  to 
the  destruction  of  insectivorous  birds. 

It  is  not,  of  course,  expected  that  farmers,  poulter- 
ers and  sportsmen  should  be  asked  to  protect  the 
harmful  raptorial  birds,  which  are  fully  described  on 
succeeding  pages,  but  it  is  important,  in  numerous 
ways,  that  they  should  have  a  better  general  knowl- 
edge of  many  of  these  birds,  which  they  now  destroy 
on  all  occasions,  under  the  belief  that  they  are  doing 
service,  rather  than  harm,  to  the  poultry,  game  and 
agricultural  interests. 
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WHAT  FABMEKS  SAY  ABOUT  THE  LOSS 
OF  POULTRY. 


ESTIMATES  OF   1>AMAGE  BY   HAWKS,   OWLS 
AND  MAMMALS. 


Farmers  and  poultry  raisers  throughout  the  State 
responded  as  follows  to  a  question  sent  out  by  the 
Zoologist  and  which  reads: 

"If  you  are  engaged  in  raising  poultry,  please  state  about 
what  money  loss  you  sustain  annually  from  depredations  of 
animals,  such  as  minks,  wildcats,  weasels,  foxes,  hawks,  owls, 
rats,  etc." 

ADAIiJS  COUNTY. 

C.  L.  LONGSDORP,  Flora  Dale: 

Never  lose  any,  as  my  poultry  are  securely  locked  In  a 
comfortable  house  at  night. 

I>.  M.  LIGHTY,  East  Berlin; 

I  was  engaged  largely  and  never  lost  worth  mentioning,  ex- 
cept by  rats.  They  would  sometimes  kill  chicks.  All  the 
other  so-called  enemies  above  mentioned  never  destroyed  one 
dollar's  worth  for  me. 

DR.   C.    E.    GOLDSBOROUGH,   Hunterstown: 

I  do  not  think  it  would  amount  to  more  than  ten  dollars; 
chiefly  from  hawks  and  crows. 

J.  V.  GARRETTSON.  Flora  Dale: 

Very  difficult  to  estimate.  Considerable  annual  losn  from 
foxes,  rats  and  hawks.  Hawks  are  the  most  dQstructlv« 
birds  we  have  on  poultry,  and  unless  the  fowls  are  ^erj 
carefully  protected  our  yearly  loss  Is  heavy. 

PETER  THORN,  Gettysburg: 
Think  from  five  to  ten  dollars  would  be  within  the  limit. 

ROBERT  H.  CURRENS,  Gettysburg: 
Hard  to  tell,  but  th*  crows  ar#  the  worst. 
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W.  H.   BLACK,  Flora  Dale: 

We  raise  about  five  hundred  chickens  annually.  Ab  we 
use  vermin  proof  coops,  we  lose  few  from  nifl^ht  depredators. 

Foxes,  one  dollar;  hawks,  five  dollars;  hawks  and  owls 
likely  "pay  their  way/' 

J.   M.   BUSHMAN.   Gettysburg: 

My  loss  in  poultry  Is  at  least  fifty  dollars  a  year  from 
hawks,  rats  and  weasels. 

ALLEGHENY  OOUNTY. 

J.   S.  BURNS,   ainton: 

Our  loss  is  usually  from  hawks  and  crows,  and  is  done  when 
the  chickens  are  small;  would  amoimt  to  perhaps  four  or 
five   dollars   per   annum. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

D.    W.   LAWSON.   Dayton: 

Our  losses  are  comparatively  small  ^from  above  named 
animals— say  from  five  to  eisrht  dollars  per  annum.  As  a 
rule,  rats  and  crows  are  the  most  destructive;  have  but  few 
foxes  and  owls  In  my  vicinity. 

G.  A.  NEIDL.E,  Parker  Landing:: 

Have  been  troubled  more  from  rats  than  any  other  animal; 
some  seasons  have  lost  eight  to  ten  dollars  in  chicks. 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

HON.    iRA    F.    MANSFIELD.    Beaver: 

We  lose  annually  from  above  named  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  dollars.  Would  place  averagre  loss  two  dollars  to  every 
farm  in  Beaver  county.  On  my  farm  we  keep  flock  of  about 
two   hundred    chickens — Leghorns   and   Plymouth   Rocks. 

JEBEMIAH  BRITTAIN.  New  Galilee: 

Loss  would  not  amount  to  over  ten  dollars  annually;  prin- 
cipally from  hawks  and  rats. 

BEDFORD  OOUNTY. 

J.  W.  SMITH.  Yellow  Creek: 

Cannot  srive  estimate,  but  my  neigrhbors  and  I  lose  con- 
siderable; mostly  from  minks,  foxes  and  hawks. 

DAVID  HOLDERBATTM,    Bedford: 
A   few   by   rats. 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

FRED.    B     HOSSIJOR.    Hamburg 
At    l*»ast    fifty   dollsrs'    worth 
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OLIVER  D.  SCHOCK.  Hamburg: 
Rata  and  cats  destroy  ten  dolktrs'   worth  annually. 

A.  H.  ADAMS,  Jackflonwald: 

I  have  lost  as  high  as  twenty-five  dollars'  worth  a  year 
and  as  low  as  five  dollars,  or  an  average  of  fifteen  dollars. 

A.  M.  YOUNG.  Womelsdorf: 
Five  dollars,  through  rats. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

HON.  GEORGE  M.  PATTERSON,  Williamsburg: 

Thirty  dollars;  mostly  by  hawks.  Crows  take  many  turkey 
eggs,   and  some  chickens  and  young  turkeys. 

FRED  JACKEL.  Hollldaysburg: 

Have  never  lost  chickens  by  foxes  or  wildcats:  a  few  by 
rats,  through  carelessness;  a  few  ducklings  by  crows;  chicks 
by  hawks. 

J.  W.  BRACKEN.  HolHdaysburg: 

I  live  in  town  and  have  some  poultry.  The  only  loss  sus- 
tained is  from  rats  taking  the  young. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

A.  McCABE,  North  Rome: 

I  have  inquired  among  the  farmers  who  raise  poultry,  and 
they  say  they  lose  nearly  forty  per  cent,  every  year  from  the 
above  named  animals. 

C.    S.   DAVIS,   Allls   Hollow: 

Breed  high  class  poultry.  Lost  twenty  dollars'  worth  of 
turkeys  year  before  last.  Last  year  about  fifteen  dollars  by 
foxes  and  hawks. 

JACOB   L.   BALL.   Litchfield: 
Twenty  dollars  on  turkeys  and  ten  dollars  on  chickens. 

H.   CHAMPLIN.   Orwell: 

I  am  raising  some  pouUr>'  each  year.  Several  years  ago 
was  troubled  some  with  rats  among  the  young  chickens;  later, 
and  the  last  pest,  was  skunks.  Per  the  past  four  years  no 
loss  from  any  animal  depredations. 

A.  E.  HAMILTON,  Potterville: 

Protect  my  poultry  by  wire  netting^  and  have  no  loss. 
Those  who  do  not  use  this  protection  occasionally  lose  all 
their  poultry  by  minks,  skunks  and  foxes.  Turkeys  suffer 
mostly  by   foxes. 
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BUOKS  COUNTY. 

HON.   H.   W.   RICE.   Lumbervllle: 

About  the  only  damage  done  was  by  blue  Jays  eating  eggs 
of  hens,  and  also  the  eggs  of  different  kinds  of  wild  birds. 

JAMES  L.   BRANSON.  Langhorne: 

Our  cats  keep  away  the  rats,  but  will  dine  on  chickens  for 
a  change. 

HON.   EASTBURN  REEDER.   New  Hope: 
Ten  dollars;  rats,  crows  and  hawks. 

JACOB   CLEMENS,    Doylestown: 

"We  raise  from  two  to  three  hundred  chickens;  the  luss  from 
the  above  wouW  be  very  low;  about  five  per  cent. 

HARRY  S.  WALTON,  Hartsville: 

I  would  think  at  least  per  year,  about  twenty  dollars;  prob- 
ably   more.     Hawks  are   the   principal   depredators. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  Richboro: 

Not  troubled  with  anything  but  rats,  and  not  much  with 
them.     A    few  cats  will   keep   them  scarce. 

H.  W.  COMFORT.  Fallsington: 
By  care  In  shooting  crows  we  lose  but  few. 

ASHER   MATTISON,    New   Hope: 
About  five  dollars'  worth. 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

EDWIN   RAMSEY,    Evans   City: 
Our  loss  does   not  exceed   ten  dollars   per  year. 

W.  H.   H.  RIDDLE.   Esq.,   Butler: 

I  raise  fancy  poultry,  but  have  no  trouble  with  any  of 
the  pests  you  mention. 

J.  H.  FAUBEL,  Butler: 
About  fifty  dollars.   I  raise  several   thousand  annually. 

R.  G.  GILFILLAN,  Butler: 
Damage  sustained  from  hawks^  about  two  dollars. 

ISAAC  H.  CHRISTIE,   Hooker: 
About   five   dollars. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

DR.  P.  J.  MANCHER.  Carrolltown: 

Am  not  engaged  In  poultry  raising,  but  know  that  ihe  dam- 
age and  losses  sustained  by  those  In  that  business  runs  into 
thousands  of  dollars  annually  by  reason  ^'f  hawk,  mink,   fox, 
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€tc    Hope  the  members  from  Cambria  county  will  f«uppoi-t  the 
scalp  bill.    Have  written  them  to  that  effect. 

V.  P.  BANKER,  Cresson: 

I  raise  about  one  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  young  poultry 
in  connection  with  my  farm.  By  strict  account  last  year  I 
lost  seven  dollars  and  sixty  cents  from  minks  and  two  dollars 
and  forty  cents  from  rats  and  skunks.  Weasels  do  not 
trouble  my  poultry  when  they  can  get  rats  and  mice,  and  the 
same  is  true  of  owls  and  crows,  which  I  regard  as  my 
friends.  Foxes  are  plentiful,  but  they  live  on  rabbits  prin- 
cipally. 

JOSEPH  A.  GRAY,  CarroUtown: 
An  average  of  sixteen  dollars. 

M.   P.  FARREN,   Ebensburg: 

Loss  from  foxes,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars;  from  hawks, 
fully  five  dollars. 

P.  J.   DIETRICK,   CarroUtown: 

About  fifteen  dollars.  There  should  be  a  bounty  on  foxes, 
hawks,  owls,  etc. 

WM.  FRED.  PIERSON.  Dysart: 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  lost  by  minks;  four  per  cent,  by  hawlcs: 
about  two  per  cent.  In  eggs,  from  rats  and  five  per  cent. 
In  young  chickens. 

LEIGHTON  ROWLAND,  Vetera. 
One  or  two  dollars*  worth. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

MRS.  LOTTIE  K.  KELLER,  Centre  Hall. 
On  an  average  about  fifteen  dollars. 

JACOB  SHARER,    Centre  Hall: 

I  live  near  the  mountains  where  these  depredators  are 
plentiful.    I  lose  annually  about  fifteen  dollars. 

MISS  EDITH   M.   SANKEY,   Potter's  Mills: 

Minks,  none:  weasels,  none;  foxes,  none;  hawks,  about  two 
dollars,  owls,  none;  rats  average  five  dollars;  crows  do  us 
more  damage. 

HON.   LEONARD   RHONE,   Centre  Hall: 
From  three  to  five  dollars,  at  least. 

M.  L.  RISHEL,  Farmer's  Mills: 

About  four  dollars;  mostly  from  hawks. 

WILLIAM  H.  MILLER,  Secretary  Grange  109.  Bellefonte: 

Have  one  hundred  and  forty-one  chicks.  There  are  a  few 
crows  to  contend  with,  and  our  \otw  is  small. 
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CARBON  COUNTY. 

Q£ORGE    T.    WELLS.    Rockporl: 
Thirty  dollars. 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

EDWARD   N ORRIS,   West   Chester: 

Do    not    raise    enough    to    inalLe    any    difference,    although 
crows  seem  the  most  annoying  to  the  young  chicles. 

SAMUEL  MARSHALL,   West  Chester: 
Lose  some  chickens  from  rats  and  a  very  few  from  crows. 

JOHN  L,  BALDERSTON,  Kennett  Square: 

I  did  lose  seventy-five  dollars'  worth  per  year  until  I  took 
effective  measures  to  protect  the  half-grown  birds. 

HARRY  WILSON.  Gum  Tree: 

The  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  does  the  most  damage.  One  pair 
in  nesting  period  will  take  about  fifty  to  seventy-five  chicks, 
of  two  and  a-half  to  five  dollars'  value.  Crows,  likewise,  very 
rapacious. 

JAMES  B.   KEECH,   Tweedale: 

Btemal  vigilance  is  the  price  or  cost  of  poultry  with  us. 
Foxes  and  hawks  cause  us  the  most  loss.  We  lose.  I  believe, 
annually  twenty-five  dollars'  worth. 

R.  H.  HODGSON,  New  London: 

I  lose  anually  more  than  fifty  dollars,  principally  by  rats; 
they  become  numerous  periodically;  foxes  are  hard  on  turkeys. 

JOSEPH.  S.  WALTON.  Ercildoun: 
Twenty  dollars'  worth  by  minks. 

EDWARD  T.   INGRAM.   West  Chester: 

Formerly  a  few  by  foxes;  some  small  ones  and  f^tsgi^  by 
crows, 

I.  FRANK  CHANDLER,  Toughkenamon : 
Very   few,   indeed. 

FRANK  L,  BURNS,  Berwyn: 
Less  than  one  dollar;  generally  rats. 

JOHN  H.  HICKS.  Avondale: 
About  ten  dollars'   worth  last  year  (1896)   by   crowp. 

AUGUSTUS    BROSIUS,    Avondale: 
Raipe  hut  few;  am   not   troubled   In   any   way  }«iigirenff»<1. 
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CLARION  OOdNTY. 

FRANK  KELL,  Klngsville: 

Hawks,  two  dollars;  rats,  one  dollar.  Individually,  hawks 
are  a  gr%aX  pest  in  this  county. 

D.  C.  KERR,  Kingsvllle: 

I  sustain  a  loss  from  above  named  animals  of  twenty  dol- 
lars annually;  principally  from   '*brnwn  hawks." 

JAMES  C.  OGDEN.  Limestone: 

Estimated  loss,  chickens,  twenty  dollars;  turkeys,  ten  dol- 
Irs;  ducks,  five  dollars. 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

JOHN   S.   JURY,    Butment: 

We  have  lost  two  largre  turkeys  in  the  last  year  by  owls, 
and  not  less  than  twenty  dollars'  worth  of  poultry  every  year 
by  foxes.  We  live  on  the  river  Wlls,  sixteen  miles  below 
Clearfield. 

HENRY    DOTTS,    Glen    Hope: 

Last  year  lost  twelve  turkeys,  one- third  grown,  by  a  weasel. 
I  lose  by  hawks,  weasels,  polecats,  etc.  A  fair  average  for  each 
year  would  be  fifteen  dollars. 

JOHN  W.  LEONARD,  Ansonvllle: 

Our  losses  are  chiefly  from  skunks,  and  have  been  from  ten 
dollars  to  fifteen  dollars  per  year  during  the  past  four  years. 

PHILIP  DOTTS,  Glen  Hope: 

Our  loss  is  not  less  than  five  to  ten  dollars  per  year,  prin- 
cipally from  hawks,  weasels  and  foxes. 

A.  JUDSON  SMITH.  New  Millport: 

In  the  past  year  have  only  lost  by  skunks;  they  troubled 
me  considerably,  but  after  losing  a  few  dollars'  worth  I 
succeeded  in  shutting  them  out.  Hawks,  weasels  and  minks 
destroy  quite  a  number  of  chickens  in  this  neighborhood  an- 
nually. 

R.  P.  KESTER,  Grampian: 

Minks,  hawks  and  skunks  are  the  most  destructive  agents 
to  chicken  raising  In  our  locality.  I  keep  my  poultry  weli 
guarded,  so  sustain  little  loss. 

THOMAS  SHIPLEY,  Clearfield: 

I  had  no  loss  last  year.  I  keep  a  good  fox  hound  In  my 
enclosure,  a  good  cat  in  the  barn  and  a  good  gun  close  at 
hand,  which   accounts  for  it. 

HARRISON   STRAW.   Kerrmoor: 
We  raise  some  poultry;   about   ten   or   twelve  dollars'   worth, 
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mostly  by  hawks,  skunks  and  weasels.  The  rabbit  does  much 
damage  to  farmers  in  this  section.  The  repeal  of  the  law  pro- 
tecting the  rabbit  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  farmers  in 
this  locality. 

S.  SAMUEL  HALL,  McGee's  Mills: 
We  lose  an  occasional  chicken  by   hawks. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

L.  M.  CASTETTER,  Greenburr: 

I  can  hardly  grlve  an  accurate  estimate  as  to  money  loss 
annually  sustained.  I  can,  however,  give  you  some  idea  of 
what  money  It  does  cost  me  to  keep  these  animals  from  my 
property,  and  the  best  way  to  do  this  I  find  as  follows:  I 
feed  and  pay  taxes  for  three  good  fox  hounds,  and  have  about 
tweoty-five  or  thirty  traps,  and  kill  them,  but  to  do  this  is 
expensive.  I  also  lose  some  poultry,  but  not  so  much,  as  I 
keep  on  the  watch  for  these  animals.  My  loss  is  greatest  from 
the  otter,  mink,  muskrat  and  'coon.  They  are  hard  on  my 
trout,  especially  in  the  winter  when  Ice  forms  over  the  ponds 
and  streams.  There  should  certainly  be  something  done  to  ex- 
terminate them,  the  otter  particularly,  for  he  does  great 
damage  to  the  trout,  as  they  spawn  in  the  fall  when  the 
water  is  low  and  are  easily  caught.  It  costs  me  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars,  annually,  to  protect  my  poultry,  trout,   etc. 

DAVIB  MAPES,  Beech  Creek: 
Between  five  and  ten  dollars  annually. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 
HON.  W.  T.  CREASY,   Catawissa: 

Prom  thirty  to  forty  dollars'  worth  are  lost  from  hawks. 
Crows  do  some  mischief,  but  nothing  in  comparison  to 
hawks. 

R.  G.  F.  KSITINKA,  Berwick: 

From  hawks  and  owls  the  loss  would  probably  amount  to 
two  dollars  per  annum.  Since  keeping  collie  dogs  have  lost 
no  poultry  by  minks,  weasels  and  foxes.  Before  my  losses 
amounted  to  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum 
from  these  animals. 

A.  P.  YOUNG.  Millville: 

Minks,  weasels,  foxes,  owls  and  rats  do  very  little  damage. 
Last  year  we  lost  probably  ten  dollars'  worth  of  young 
chickens  and  turkeys  from  hawks  and  crows;  most  of  it  is 
chargeable  to  crows. 

J.  P.  WELSH,   Bloomsburg: 

I  am  part  owner  of  a  poultry  farm  eight  miles  distant. 
Loss  per  year  as  above,  about  two  dollars.  Have  special 
protection    from   rats   and   all    nocturnal    marauders. 
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THOMAS   SEABORNE,    Newlin: 

Last  year  from  minks,  five  per  cent.;  from  rats,  two  per 
cent.;  hawks,  none;  foxes,  none,  ajid  weasels  one  per  cent. 

HON.  EDWARD  M.  TEWKSBURY.  Catawlssa: 

Lose  but  little  poultry.  Hawks  are  somewhat  troublesome; 
king  birds  keep  hawks  from  our  premises. 

CRAWFORD  (X)UNTY. 

MRS.  J.  R.  HEAD,  Saegrerstown : 

The  average  poultry  raiser  probably  loses  two  or  three 
dollars'  worth  by  hawks  and  a  few  more  than  that  by  rats. 
Do  not  believe  that  crows  will  take  fowls;  it  is  only  imagina- 
tion by  those  who  say  so,  and  that  those  supposed  to  be 
taken  by  crows  are  taken  by  hawks  which  the  crows  pursue. 

HON.  C.  A.   STRANAHAN,   Spartansburg: 

From  twenty  to  fifty  dollars.  In  our  locality  the  loss  is 
mostly   from  hawks,   owls   and   rats. 

LUTHER  GATES  &  SON.  Beaver  Centre: 

Have  considerable  poultry;  rats  do  most  damage;  next  hawks, 
then  owls;  a  little  from  weasels.  Think  ten  dollars  would 
cover  our  loss. 

HON.  J.  B.   PHELPS,   Conneautville: 

Hawks  and  rats  destroy  the  most  poukry;  rats  are  the 
worst.    Amount  destroyed  at  least  five  dollars  per  year. 

SAMUEL  A.   MILLER,   Linesville: 

Minks»  one  per  cent.;  weasels,  one  per  cent.;  hawks,  thirteen 
per  cent.;  owls,  twelve  per  cent.;  rats,  twelve  per  cent. 

I.  B.  BIDDLE.  Saegerstown: 
From  six  to  ten  dollars'  worth  by  hawks,  owls  and  rats. 

W.  H.  SEWARD,   Rundell: 
Three  dollars. 

JAME;S  TURNER.   Meadville: 
Five  dollars'   worth. 

H.  J.  TOWER,   Beaver  Center: 

I  am  not  extensively  engaged  in  the  business  and  meet  with 
scarcely  any  loss  except  by  rats,  perhaps  from  two  and  a 
half  to  five  per  cent. 

F.   H.  POTTER,  Steamburg: 
Only  a  small  loss  and  that  from  hawks  and  owls. 

F.    L.    LORD.    Conneautville: 

Some  of  my  neighbors  have  lost  nine-tenths  of  spring  hatches 
from    bflwks   «nd    rats. 
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CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

HENRY   8.    HUPP.    Shiremanatown: 
Probably  five  dollars'  worth. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

TV.  H.  JOHNSON.  Benesette: 

I  keep  from  thirty  to  fifty  fowls.  SometlmeF  hawks  lake  a 
few — one  to  five  dollars*  worth  per  year. 

ERIE  COUNTY. 
ROBERT  DILL,   North  East: 

Twenty-five  dollars  worth  from  rats  and  hawks. 

H.   F.   ARNOLD.   Corry: 

My  loss  Is  about  five  dollars  from  hawks  per  year. 

A.  A.  HAMMOND,   Corry: 

I  live  on  the  fiats  of  French  Creek  and  keep  one  hundred 
and  fifty  hens.  Depredations  have  not  been  over  five  dollars. 
Rats  are  not  the  worst  things  to  fight. 

P.   E.  FENTON,   North  East: 
Once  in  a  while  one  by  hawk  or  rat. 

H.  C.  HAYES,  Godard: 

Greatest  loss  Is  from  rats;  would  say  about  twenty-five 
per  cent.  Crows  do  less  damage  than  any  of  the  animals 
riamed.  Crows  take  some  eggs,  but  they  do  more  good  than 
harm,  and,  like  the  skunks,  destroy  lots  of  mice  and  insects. 

PAYETTE  COUNTY. 

LOUIS  F.   ARENSBERG,   M.   D.,   Heistersburg: 

We  lose  about  half  of  our  poultry  through  foxes'  depreda- 
tions, and  a  few  by  hawks.  Cannot  raise  any  turkeys  on 
account  of  foxes.  We  raise  between  three  and  four  hundred 
chickens  per  year.  Am  unable  to  give  estimate  of  money  loss 
incurred   annually. 

HON.  GEORGE  W.  CAMPBELL.  Normal vllle: 

I  sustain  a  loss  of  probably  twenty  dollars  annually.  Hun- 
dreds of  dollars  are  lost  every  year  in  our  township  from  these 
animals. 

WILLIAM    W.    PARSHALL.    Uniontown: 
Probably  about  ten  dollars,  by  either  minks  or  weasels. 

T.  J.   STURGIS.   Morris   Cross  Roads: 

This  depends  largely  upon  location,  as  to  your  remoteness 
from  creeks,  rivers,  mountains,  etc.     With  me   the  percentage 
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of   loBB    is   quite   low.    owlnff   to   remoteness,   as   above    noted. 
Five  per  cent,  will  cover  all  loss. 

JESSE  O.  ALLEN,  Uniontown: 

Raised  poultry  for  six  years.  No  loss  from  minks,  weasels 
foxes,  hawks  or  owls,  as  there  are  none  In  our  section.  Lost 
four  or  five  per  cent,   by  rats. 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

SAMUEL  D.  IRWIN.  Tlonesta: 

Lost  none  myself;  have  an  average  flock  of  twenty  chickens 
each  year;  neighbors  have  lost  on  edge  of  town.  Foxes  come 
down  from  their  homes  in  rocks  and  kill  chickens  occasionally; 
hawks  kill  small  chicks  every  season;  would  say  that  the  an- 
nual damage  In  Tlonesta  borough,  at  low  valuation,  is  one 
huTTdred  dollars;  country  districts  much  larger,  of  course. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

HON.  W.  W.  BRITTON,  Upper  Strasburg: 

Not  worth  mentioning;  rats  are  about  the  only  depredators 
that   annoy    us. 

H.  B.  CRAIG.  Welsh  Run: 

I  farm  and  raise  some  poultry,  but  do  not  make  it  a  special 
business.  I  would  place  my  loss  from  above  enemies  at  about 
fifteen  dollars. 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

W.  L.  MORELEY,  Well's  Tannery: 

We  lose  about  half  of  our  young  poultry  by  rats,  skunks, 
owls,  minks  and  eats;  about  fifty  dollars'  worth  annually. 

D.  W.  CROMER,  Fort  Uttleton: 

Am  not  engaged  In  poultry  business,  but  the  above  named 
are  very  destructive  to  domestic  fowls  and  game  in  woods. 

GEORGE   LEHMAN,    Lashley: 

We  keep  about  one  hundred  hens;  also  several  turkey  a 
Our  money  loss  last  year  was  about  seven  dollars,  mostly  from 
hawks.  Our  neighbors  have  sustained  heavy  losses.  I  consider 
the  hawk  a  most  destructive  bird  on  poultry.  In  winter  hawks 
will  destroy  whole  flocks  of  quail. 

W.  C.  BAUMGARDEN,  Well's  Tannery: 

I  lose  a  great  deal  each  season;  about  ten  to  fifteen  dollars' 
worth.     Hope  scalp  bill  will  paas. 

JOSEPH   DARLTON.  Warfordsburg: 

Last  year  three  dollars'  worth  of  chickens  by  skunks  and 
six  dollars'  worth  of  turkeys  and  settings  of  eggs  by  foxes. 
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PETER    MOSTON.    Pleasant    Ridge: 

Some  in  the  vicinity  lose  considerable  by  hawks  and  foxes. 
My  loss  Is  small;  will  not  exceed  one  dollar  and  a  half. 

(IREENE  COUNTY. 

B.   F.    HERRINGTON,   Waynesburg: 

About  two  and  a  half  dollars.  There  are  2,926  farmers  In 
the  county,  and  I  think  the  average  loss  per  farm  woiild  be. 
at  a  very  low  and  conservative  estimate,  two  dollars  each. 

J.  A.  HAPEL.  Waynesburg: 

Hawks  destroy  about  twenty-five  dollars*  worth  of  my 
poultry  every  year. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

GEORGE  S.   APPLEBY,   Decorum: 

I  believe  that  ten  per  cent,  of  all  the  poultry  owned  and 
raised  during  any  year  Is  destroyed  by  the  above  named,  but 
hawks  are  the  most  destructive  to  young  poultry. 

MILES  BECK.  Warrior's  Mark: 

Would  average  from  five  to  ten  dollars  yearly;  all  done  by 
hawks  and  foxes. 

JOHN  D.  BNYEART,  Shlrleysburg: 

Fifteen  dollars;  hawks  are  the  worst;  crows  are  also  very 
bad. 

J.  PETER   SNYDER,   Huntingdon: 

Would  est'lmate  my  loss  from  above  mentioned  causes  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  dollars. 

W.   M.  BENSON.   Huntingdon: 

Crows  do  serious  damage  by  steaJing  eggs  and  taking  the 
young  of  domestic  fowls.  They  very  frequently  catch  and  de- 
stroy young  chickens  even  more  than  the  hawks.  When  hens 
nest  out  of  doors  the  crows  hunt  for  and  feed  on  the  eggs. 
The  premium  should  be  raised  on  hawks,  minks,  weasels. 
fox«8,  owls,  etc.,  to  double  what  It  is.  Few  persons  think 
It  worth  while  to  bother  looking  after  such  for  the  mean, 
paltry  sum  paid  them  for  their  trouble!  Destroy  the  English 
Sparrow. 

GEORGE   \V.    OWENS,    Birmingham: 

Minks,  foxes  and  wildcats  are  not  numerous  here  and  do  us 
little  damage:  rats  are  sometimes  very  destructive;  crows 
take  some;  ope  kind  of  hawk  takes  many  and  owls  a  few. 
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INDIANA  COUNTY. 

JOSEPH    MOOKHEAD.    BlairaviUe: 

Keep  one  hundred  hens  within  l>orough  limits;  lost  some  ten 
dollars'  worth  by  rats  and  cats  last  three  years.  Others  have 
had  greater  losses. 

P.  M.  HOBGE.  Blairsvllle: 

B^ve  dollars  from  rats  and  skunks  on  two  farms  with  which 
I  am  connected.  One  near  woodland  of  some  extent. 

J.  R.  BASH,  Cookport: 
About  ten  dollars  annually. 

W.  P.  LEAM.  Cookport: 
About  five  dollars  anually. 

GEORGE  HENRY,  Cookport: 
About  five  and  a  half  dollars. 

PETER   LEAM,    Cookport: 
Five  dollars. 

JEFFER80N  COUNTY. 

EMMA  C.  McGAREY,  Stanton: 
Have  no  trouble  with  any  of  the  above  named. 

R.  M.  CORBITT,  Corsica: 

Our  losses  from  the  above  named  animals  have  been  very 
slight  in  the  last  few  years. 

JOHN  H.  JOHNS.  Brookville: 
We  lose  a  good  many  by  hawks. 

JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

W.   H.   KROUSE,  Swales: 

No  loss  last  year  other  than  a  few  turkeys  killed,  presum- 
ably by  foxes,  and  a  number  of  little  chicks  by  rats  and  hawks. 
Amount  of  damage,  possibly  five  dollars. 

WILLIAM    A.    THOMAS,    Mifflintown: 
About  ten  dollars'  worth. 

DENNY  M.   MARSHALL,   Walnut: 
Five   dollars. 

WELLINGTON    SMITH.    Mifflintown: 
Very  little;  not  over  five  dollars. 

H.   C.   HOWET.   Mifflintown: 
In   the  neighborhood   of  thirty   dollars  per  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


H5 

U.  S.  J^UKBNS,  East  Salem: 

About  ten  dollars'  wurth  annually. 

J.  W.  MILXJKIN.  Honey  Grove: 

I  am  engraved  In  raising  poultry  and  lose  a  great  deal  ev*ery 
year  by  the  above. 

SAMUEL  SCHLEYD,   East   Salem: 
Pour  dollars. 

J.   T.  AILMAN,  Thompsontown: 
Very  little;  possibly  some  from   hawks  and  rats. 

WIIJL.IAM  P.  BELL..  Reed's  Gap: 
About  five  dollars. 

LAOKA WANNA  COUNTY. 

F.  L.  BENJAMIN.  Klztr  i<: 

About  one  year  ago  I  commenced  to  raise  poultry  on  a 
small  scale.  Have  suffered  no  loss  from  the  above  named 
andmals  to  my  knowledge. 

MICHAEL  FOLEY.  Mount  Cobb: 

We  are  not  in  the  business  very  extensively,  but  lose  on  an 
average  about  ten  dollars'  worth. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

JOHN  H.   EPPLER,   Elizabeth  town: 

While  farming  my  loss  probably  was  twenty  dollars  every 
yaar.  Here  in  town  I  raise  but  few  and  have  no  loss  other 
than  from  rats,  which  ^e  destroy  as  soon  as  we  know  of  their 
presence. 

M.  brown;  Wakefield. 

Prom  three  to  four  dollars'  worth;  mostly  from  minks,  foxes 
and  opossums. 

WILLIAM  M.  MAULE.  Collins: 

Our  loss  has  been  light  of  late  years;  probably  has  not  ex- 
ceeded ten  dollars  from  foxes,  minks,  etc. 

JOHN   KRRADY.    Mt.  Joy: 
My  loss  is  a  few  dollars;  have  my  poultry  confined  generally. 

HON.  JOHN.  H.  LANDIS.  Millersville: 
I  lose  about  ten  dollars  per  year  from  rats. 

J.  G.  RUSH.  West  Willow: 
Rats  and  hawks  destroy  a  good  deal. 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

LEE  McCOMB,  HiUsvlUe: 

My  loBS  would  amount  to  about  twenty  dollars  per  year  by 
weasels,  hawks,  owls  and  rats. 

HON.  A.  L.  MARTIN,  Enon  Valley: 
My  loPS  per  year  would   not   be  less   than   Ave  dollars. 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY.  Planegrove: 

We  suffer  more  from  the  depredations  of  the  ground  hog 
and  rats  than  all  the  others  put  together. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

L.  S.  HOFFMAN,   Schaefferstown: 

Hawks,  owls  and  rats  probably  destroy  fully  ten  per  cent, 
of  my  poultry  annually. 

JOHN  BRENDLE.   Shaeflferstown: 

About  five  per  cent,  from  rats,  weasels  and  long- tailed 
hawks. 

E.  BOMBERGER.    Uckdale: 

The  most  destructive  of  the  above  named  are  the  hawk  and 
th«   crow;  cannot  tell   loss. 

I.  S.  LONG.  Richland: 
No  loss  from  foxes,  minks  or  wildcats;  some  from  hawks. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

D.   K.   LAUBACH.   FaJrmount  Sprlnfirs: 

We  generally  lose  about  one-half  or  three-quarters  that 
we  get  hatched.  One  year  we  had  forty-flve  turkeys  killed 
by  animals.'  We  weighed  one  that  was  killed  and  it  weighed 
six  pounds.  They  were  all  killed  in  one  day  but  fifteen,  the 
old  hen  among  the  killed.  This  was  done  by  a  weasel. 
My  neighbor  had  twe»ty-seven  little  chicks  carried  off  by 
small  hawks  one  morning. 

THOMAS   O.    ROBERTS,   Freeland: 

I  breed  fancy  chickens  worth  ten  dollars  a  pair.  Weasel 
killed  in  one  night  twenty-one  chickens  and  one  duck.  My 
neighbor,  Lewis  Young,  lost  by  a  weasel  in  three  nights 
flfty-six  common  chickens.     He  killed  the  weasel. 

LEWIS  H.  KOCHER.  Ruggles: 
My   anual   loss   Is  not   more   than   five   dollars. 

F.  P.  MORRIS,  Dallas: 

There  are  some  minks,  weasels  and  skunks,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  damage  sustained  by  me  results  from  rats  and  an 
overproduction  of  cats.     Annual  loss,  two  dollars. 
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DAVID  J.  UNSKILU  Plymouth: 
We  lose  some  by  rats  and  h&use  cats. 

P.  SUTTON.  Exeter: 

Lose  some  by  skunks;  crows  occasionally  take  eggs  and 
young  chickens.  When  a  mink  or  weasel  gets  into  a  hen  house 
he  cleans  out  the  whole  "kit." 

LYOOMING  COUNTY. 

HON.  JOHN  W.  KING.  Fairfield  Center: 

It  is  impossible  to  give  you  the  exact  figures,  but  would 
place  my  loss  at  not  less  than  ten  dollars  per  annum. 

J.  P.  VANDINE.  Lairdsville: 

Yes,  twenty-five  dollars  would  not  cover  loss  by  minks, 
hawks,  owls  and  skunks  during  last  year. 

A.  C.  HENRY,  Hughesvllle: 

Yes.  by  rats  more  than  any  other;  some  loss  by  hawks,  but 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hughesville,  Pa.,  there  is  very  little  loss. 

PETER   REEDER.   Hughesville: 
Losses  are  small;  raise  but  little  poultry. 

JACOB  HEIM,   Hepburn: 

Have  never  kept  any  account,  but  we  lose  sume  every 
year. 

McKEAT^  COUNTY. 

C.  W.  DICKINSON.  Norwich: 

Flock  of  about  forty  on  an  average.  I  lose  about  two  dol- 
lars* worth  of  chickens  annually;  shut  up  poultry  at  night. 
80  am  not  bothered  with  owls  and  foxes. 

BURDETTE  DICKINSON,    Colegrove: 

Do  not  raise  poultry,  but  farmers  in  this  vicinity  lose  from 
two  to  two  and  a  half  dollars  annually.  Hawks  do  most  of  the 
killing. 

N.  H.  PARKER,  Gardeau: 

I  keep  dogs  that  protect  my  fowls  from  foxes  and  minks; 
the  hawks  I  shoot.  I  hear  complaints  from  my  neighbors 
about  foxes  and  minks. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 

ROBERT  McKEE.  Mercer: 
Ten  per  cent. 

R.   K.   BAKER.   Sandy    Lake: 
About  two  dollars. 
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JOHN   P.   ORR,   Mercer: 

Don't  know  of  ever  losing'  a  chicken  from  any  ot  the  above 
causes;  only  raise  about  fifty  a  year. 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

H.   A.   SPANOGL.E.   LewiBtown: 
I^ast  year  ubouL  six  dollars'  worth  by  rats. 

ANDREW  SPANOGLE,  Lewistown: 
Perhaps  eight  or  ten  dollars;  mostly  by  minks  and  rats. 

HON.  GRUBER  H.  BELL.  Lewistown: 

Not  many,  but  the  above  never  bother  much,  except  minks 
and  hawks  on  young  chicks. 

S.   A.   HERTZLER,   Belleville: 

Not  engaged  extensively,  but  being  located  close  to  woods 
I  must  keep  a  sharp  lookout  to  save  any  on  account  of  foxes 
and  hawks. 

JOHN   A.   CAMPBELL,   Belleville: 

In  poultry,  perhaps  five  dollars,  but  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  guarding  against  foxes,  skunks  and  the  big  horned 
owl  Is  considerably  more. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

LUTHER   MICHAEL,   Shawnee: 
My  losses  by  hawks  and  owls  are  ten  dollars  yearly. 

TOWNSEND   PRICE.   Canadensis: 
My  annual  loss  would  average  not  less  than  ten  dollars. 

HON.   R.   F.   SCHWARZ,  Analomink: 

Have  lost  none  for  some  years,  as  I  have  wire  yard  near 
house  and   keep   dogrs. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

GEORGE  W.  RIGHTER.  Abrams: 
Ten  dollars;  mostly  rats  and  crows. 

WILLIAM  W.  POTTS,  Swedeland: 

I  raise  about  one  hundred  chickens  each  year  and  do  not 
lose  any.  I  tie  the  hens  to  a  box  and  shut  them  up  at 
night. 

E.  M.  TYSON,  King  of  Prussia: 

Crows  are  especially  destructive  of  young  poultry  and  turkey 
eggn;  cannot  estimate  the  amount. 
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P!T.I.A  V.  BITLER.  Ottawa: 

From  depredations  of  hawks  and  crows,  about  five  dollars; 
minks,  weasels,  owls  and  rats,  about  ten  dollars,  and  we  only 
raise  poultry  on  the  farm  to  a  small  extent. 

W.  M.   GEARHART,   Danville: 

About  ten  dollars.  An  opossum  destroyed  twenty  dollars' 
worth  in  1895. 

W.  D.  SIKINBACH,  Llmtstoneville: 
Comparatively    none. 

NORTE[AMPTON  COUNTY, 

A.    L.   SHIMER.    Redington: 
Crows  and  hawks  ten  dollars. 

R.   O.   RITTER,   Hanoverville: 
About  ten  dollars'   worth. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

J.    O.    GIFFEN,    Montandon: 

Liast  year  we  losi  a  great  many  young  ehi<-ks  by  ratM— a)».»it 
three  hundred,  I  should  judge. 

S.  H.   DEAN,   Mt.   Carmel: 
About  thirty  dollars,  chiefly  from  rat.*?. 

D.  G.  MOYER,  Greenbrier: 

I  lose  about  fifty  dollars'  worth  a  year,  or  nearly  one-half 
of  all  I  raise. 

C.    M.    SLEAR,    Northumberland: 

About  ten  dollars'  worth,  chiefly  by  hawks,  owls  and 
crows. 

A.  G.  MARR,  Shamokin: 

The  only  loss  I  sustain  in  that  line  is  through,  the  depreda- 
tions of  humpu  dTiimals.  Some  scamps  last  Saturday  trole 
the  last  two  that  were  left. 

JOHN  C.  POULK,  Schuyler: 

Have  no  loss  from  hawks  or  any  cause,  but  hear  my  neigh- 
bors complain  a  good  deal  about  losing  poultry  by  hawks. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

SIL.AS   WRIGHT.   Reward: 
Estimated   ten  dollars*  worth. 
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D.  K1STL.br*   Kistler: 

My  ]088  is  trifling.  We  keep  our  poultry  in  close  houses  at 
night,  but  the  average  loss  to  our  farmers  can  be  put  down  at 
Ave  or  ten  dollars  each. 

MILTON    ESHELMAN,    Newport: 
None.     We  are  close  to  town. 

H.    M.    ALEXANDER.    New    Bloomfield: 

Our  loss  is  chiefly  from  rats  and  cats;  don't  raise  many; 
lose  twenty-flve  or  thirty  chickens  In  a  year  from  visits  of  rats, 
cats  and  hawks. 

PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 

HON.  SAMUEL  CROTHERS.  1407  Filbert  street,  Philadelphia: 
When  I  wns  a  boy  my  trust  was  to  watch  the  poultry.    The 
Red-talTed  Hawk   used   to  carry  away   a  good  many   young 
turkeys,  etc.     The  crow  also  took  some. 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

NELSON   DEWITT,   Rowland: 

Wildcats  and  raccoons  are  the  worst  enemies  of  the  feathered 
tribe.  My  loss  in  money  from  them  can  easily  be  estimated  on 
an  average  a.s  ten  dollars  per  year;  some  years  it  runsashighas 
twenty  dollars.  Wildcats  also  kill  young  deer,  and  around 
swamps  are  very  destructive  of  rabbits  end  pheasants.  My 
opinion  on  foxes  destroying  pheasants  would  be  (taking  Into 
oonsideration  eggs  and  young  which  they  destroy),  fifty  pheas- 
ants per  year,  for  each  fox. 

HON.   LAFAYETTE   ROWLAND,    Rowland: 

AH  the  abov?  are  destructive;  wildcats  and  raccoons  are  also 
noxious  and  should  be  exterminated  (even  if  we  admit  that 
Noah  had  them  along  In  his  ride).  When  the  female  fox  has 
her  young  she  not  only  preys  on  domestic  poultry,  but  eats 
eggs;  aiso  young  and  old  birds.  Foxes  destroy  thousands  of 
pheasants  here  annually.  My  money  loss  in  poultry  annually 
is  fully  five  dollars. 

JUSTIN  NILES,  Edgemere: 

I  had  in  the  woods  of  my  vicinity  a  pheasant's  nest  and  was 
waiting  for  a  bantam  hen  to  be  ready  to  take  the  eggs. 
When  I  sent  yesterday  for  the  eggs  there  was  nothing  left 
of  the  nest  but  a  bunch  of  feathers.  A  fox  had  made  a  meal 
of  the  whole. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

.SAMT^EL  HAVEN  GLASSMIRE,  Coudersport: 

Skunks  are  my  worst  enemies.  My  fowls  suffer  from  iheir 
Invasions  to  th«»  extent  of  about  ten  dollars  annually. 
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E.  O.  AUSTIN,  Austin: 

Occasionally    had    chicl^eus    caught     by    hawks     and     owls. 
Probably   two  dollars  annually. 

CHARLES  FRAUB.  Germania: 

Our  community  is  troubled  mostly   by     foxes     and     hawks. 
The  money  loss  I  cannot  tell. 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

A.    F.   KIMMEU   Orwlgsburg: 
Lose  annually  fifty  dollars. 

W.  H.  STOUT.  Pine  Grove: 

Had  a   few  ducks  destroyed   by   minks,   and    used   the   ducks 
to  destroy  the  minks. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

HENRY  NOTES,  Salem: 

Not  engaged  largely  In  raising  poultry.  Think  our  lows  Is 
about    twenty-five   dollars  annually. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

.IRREMIAH  S.   MILLKR,  Husband: 

At  prices  we  get  would  say  about  five  to  t^l^ht  dollars* 
worth,   by  hawks,  crows  and  minks. 

PETER  MILLER,  Somerset: 

Keep  lesp  than  a  hundred  fowls;  lose  probably  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  raising  by  minks  and  hawks. 

DR.  H.  D.   MOORE,  New   Lexington: 

I  raise  poultry  on  a  small  scale.  I  have  never  lost  any 
poultry  except  by  skunks,  and  none  by  them  for  several  years 
past.  I  guard  against  them  hy  raising  the  coops  over  a  foot 
from   the  ground. 

SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

A  letter  dated  April  8,  1897,  was  received  from  Mr.  M.  J. 
Phillips,  Muncy  Valley,  Sullivan  county,  Pa.  He  says:  "I  hope 
you  will  be  able  to  help  Hon.  B.  W.  Jennings  to  get  a  bill  put- 
ting a  bounty  on  hawks,  as  they  are  very  destructive  to  our 
young  poultry.  They  will  dive  right  down  in  the  yard  and  take 
our  chickens,  turkeys  and  ducks.  Weasels  and  foxes  do  the 
same,  and  they  destroy  the  young  of  quail,  and  the  pheasant 
and  other  birds  and  their  eggs.  We  would  have  plenty  of  quail 
and  pheasants  around  our  fields  and  woods  if  these  depredators 
were  exterminated.  I  think  the  bounty  should  be  fifty  cents 
each  on  hawks,  wea.sel8  and  owls,  and  foxes,  one  dollar:  then 
lots  of  people  would  hunt  them. 

There  is  a  bounty  now  on  foxes,  and  there  are  some  men  who 
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hunt  them,  but  we  suffer  greatly  from  these  animals.  About 
all  the  Income  a  man  derives  now  from  his  farm  is  from  his 
cows  and  poultry.  We  lost  greatly  last  year  from  poultry- 
destroying  animals,  and  our  neighbors  have  suffered  as  we  do 
from  the  visits  of  foxes,  hawks  and  weasels.  We  lone  ten  dol- 
lars or  more  annually.  Try  and  helk>  us  out.  Don't  forget 
the  weasel  as  he  robs  the  nest  of  the  quail  and  the  pheasant." 

JOHN  C.  WITSON,  SonestQwn: 

Foxes,  one  dollar;  minks,  one  dollar  and  a  half;  hawks,  one 
dollar. 

T.    S.    SIMMONS,    Sonestown: 

I  raise  considerable  poultry  and  lose  from  ten  to  twenty 
dollars*  worth  every  year,  principally  by  minks,  hawks, 
weasels  and  owls. 

L.  B.  SPEAKER,  Hillsgrove: 

Weasels,  none;  depredations  of  minks,  eight  per  cent.;  foxes, 
six  per  cent.;  hawks,  three  per  cent.;  owls,  one  per  cent. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

E.   A.   WESTON   and   E.   L.    WESTON,   Brooklyn: 

Sometimes  none,  sometimes  considerable,  according  to  other 
food  supplies  for  these  depredators;  say  ten  dollars  on  an 
average. 

DR.   H.   A.   TINGLE Y.   Susquehanna: 
Not  a  dollar. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

M.  SORNBERGER,  Jobs  Corners: 

I  do  not  make  a  business  of  raising  poultry,  but  hawks 
and  crows  take  about  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  young  of  what 
I  do  have. 

D.   S.   6oUGHBRTy,    Austinburg: 

Only  raise  a  small  amount  of  poultry.  Insect  parasites  and 
tame  cats  are  more  destructive  to  my  poultry  than  the  ani- 
mals (which  destroy  about  five  dollars'  worth  annually) 
named  in  the  postal  you  sent  me. 

W.  H.   WHITING,  Wellsboro: 
About  ten  per  cent,  of  stock  (ypung)  from  skunks. 

A.  J.   DOAN,   East  Chatham: 

I  am  engaged  In  raising  poultry  in  a  small  way;  lose  a  few 
chickens.     They   are   taken   by  hawks   and   rats. 

O.  U  HOYT,   Elkland: 

The  above  commit  very  few  depredations  In  this  neighbor- 
hood, but  gangs  of  boys  and  young  men  (so-called)  steal  and 
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"roast"  chickens  and  turkeytf  from  farmers,  in  some  cases 
this  loss  Is  from  three  to  Ave  dollars  each.  This  is  a  fad  with 
a  class,  and  we  would  shoot  them,  but  are  asleep. 

UNION  COUNTY. 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL,  BellevUle: 

Perhaps  five  dollars,  but  the  expense  and  trouble  of  ^ruarding 
aeainst  foxes,  skunks  and  the  hig  horned  owl  is  considerably 
more. 

GEORGE  E.  LONG,  Lewisburgr: 

I  have  never  lost  any  poultry  by  anything  but  rats  and 
disease. 

J.   A,  GUNDY,   Lewlsburg: 
Think  very   few;  mostly  young  birds. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

WALTER  M.   SHULER,   Warren: 
I  lose  some  poultry  every  year;  chiefly  from  hawks. 

N.   P.  MORRISON,   Tldioute: 

I  do  not  raise  poultry  to  a  very  great  extent;  only  about 
a  hundred  per  year.     Loss  does  not  exceed  five  dollars. 

W.  B.  HALE,   Ackley  Station: 
About  ten   per  cent. 

CLINTON  MILLER.  Tldioute: 

From  two  to  five  dollars*  worth,  mostly  from  hawks  and 
owls. 

P.  N.  ROBINSON,  Scofleld: 

Yes.  only  by  hawks;  probably  ten  or  twelve  small  chicks 
during  the  spring  and  summer.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  bounties; 
the  boys  will  kill  them  Just  the  same. 

W.  W.  WILSON.  Ackley  Station: 

I  do  not  lose  any  to  speak  of;  not  a  dollar's  worth  in  five 
years.  Never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  crows  stealing  eggs 
and  catching  the  young  of  domestic  fowls.  I  think  the  crow 
is  like  some  men,  "he  has  got  a  bad  name."  The  crow  and 
the  English  Sparrow  are  both  useful  birds. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY, 

JULIUS   LEMOYNE.   Washington: 

I  keep  flock  of  about  one  hundred  chickens.  Think  the 
average  loss  annually  will  not  exceed  five  dollars;  most  of  that 
from  hawks. 

PUK.SSLY  LRKCH.   Bulger: 
From  twenty  to  twenty-flve  dollars'   worth 

5» 
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WAYNE  COUNTY. 

PET£i\  COREY,  Newfoundland: 

I  think  twenty  per  cent.  Is  a  reasonable  estimate  of  damage 
to  poultry  by  minks,  weasels,  foxes  and  hawks  for  me  and 
all  people  in  this  section  of  country.  Skunks  are  also  very 
troublesome. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

M.  K.  LAIRD,  Livermore: 

Loss  duringr  past  year  about  two  dollars:  mostly  from 
hawks. 

T.  RUTH,  Scottdale: 
Four  dollars,  by  hawks. 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 

N.  P.  STERLING.  Meshoppen: 

About  Ave  dollars,  and  that  mostly  from  rats;  we  can 
iruard  asrainst  other  animals  by  housing. 

NELLIE  LOVE,  Meshoppen: 
Minks.   Ave  dollars;  skunks,   two  dollars. 

W.  N.  REYNOLDS,  Tunkhannock: 

Am  not  in  the  business,  but  from  inquiry  learn  that  the 
loss  is  greater  from  hawks  than  any  other  source. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

HON.  GERARD  C.   BROWN,   Yorkana: 

Perhaps  twenty  dollars  per  year;  chickens,  ducks  and 
turkeys. 

JAMES  G.  PATTERSON,   Stewartstown : 
More  than  fifty  dollars  annually. 

H.    S.   TYSON,   York: 

Hawks  should  be  destroyed,  as  they  devour  much  poultry 
Euid  game. 

SAMUEL  SMALE,  York: 
Ix>8e  some  from  depredations  of  hawks. 

OTHER  STATES. 

R.  B.  &  C.   H.  DAYTON,  Remsenburg,  Suffolk  county,  N.  Y.: 

Principal  loss  by  rats;  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 

dollars  («stimflted>  annually.     Slight  loss  by  hawks,  minks  and 
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opoBflums.     Crows   do  good   service  in  altaukiiis   and   driving 
away  hawks,  doing  more  good  than  harm. 

N.   P.   HARRY,   Whiteford,   Hartford  county,   Md.: 

About  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  yearly  from  minks,  hawkH  and 
skunks.  Mr.  Harry  adds  as  a  foot-note:  **Thi8  and  the  other 
questions  you  sent  were  submitted  to  the  Pen  Mar  Farmers* 
Club,  and  the  answers  given  fairly  express  the  individual 
opfnfonH  of  nearly  all  its  members,  as  well  as  my  own." 


OBSERVATIONS    OF    FARMERS    AND    SPORTS- 
MEN. 


"Please  give,  if  you  can  from  personal  observation,  instances 
of  where  game,  flsh,  poultry  or  song  birds  have  been  destroyed, 
and  also  name  kind  of  animal  committing  the  depredation." 

In  reply  to  this  request,  the  following  answers  were  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Game  Commission: 

ADAMS  COUNTY. 

E.  D.  STOVER,   Cashtown: 

The  hawks  and  foxes  kill  off  the  quail  in  winter.  Skunks 
will  kill  more  rabbits  than  the  hunters.  These  animals  destroy 
much  poultry. 

H.  J.  LEREW,  Blglersvllle: 

Much  poultry  Is  destroyed  by  hawks,  owls,  crows,  minks, 
weasels,  skunks,  wild  cats  and  foxes. 

SAMUEL   HALL,   Trust: 

Poultry  and  game,  as  well  as  the  song  birds,  suffer  from 
the  wildcat,  fox,  red  and  gray  squirrels,  weasels,  hawks  and 
owls. 

AARON  SCHLOSSER.  Arendtsville: 

Depredations  of  a  grave  character  are  committed  In  our 
poultry  yards  by  foxes,  minks,  weasels,  hawks  and  owls. 

J.  P.  TAYLOR,  Arendtsville: 

When  I  was  hunting  on  South  Mountain  this  winter  ('96), 
I  saw  several  rabbits  that  had  been  caught  and  killed  by 
a  fox,  and  some  pheasants  that  had  been  similarly  treated  by. 
to  my  Judgment,  a  hawk. 

WILLIAM    BUSHMAN.  Gettysburg: 

Have  seen  poultry,  game  and  song  birds  destroyed  by  the 
crow,  different  species  of  hawks,  minks  and  weasels. 
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JAMES  BILLINGER,  Parker's  Landing: 

Have  seen  where  many  rabbits  have  been  killed  by  oWls 
and  hawks.  Have  known  opossums  to  catch  and  kill  full- 
g-rown  pheasants,  etc. 

J.  W.  EICHHOLTZ,  (Gettysburg: 

Have  seen  hawks  commit  considerable  depredations  in  the 
poultry  yard,  catch  quail  and  other  birds. 

S.    McECHOLTZ,    Arendtsville: 

Have  seen  depredations  among  poultry,  game  and  song 
birds,  from  fox,  mink,  wtast'I.  haw  .s.  and  ihe  owl. 

E.  MORRIS  BUSHMAN,  Gettysburg: 

Have  seen  crows  sucking  pheasants'  and  quails'  eggs,  weasels 
killing  rabbits  and  Cooper's  Hawk  eating  poultry. 

J.  M.  KESSELRING,  Biglersville: 

Hawks  and  crows  are  very  hard  on  young  chicks;  have  often 
seen  them  catch  them;  also  birds,  and  have  seen  them  rob  the 
nest  of  eggs. 

Z.  TIPTON,  Biglersville: 

Depredations  of  an  extensive  kind  are  committed  upon  poul- 
try, game  and  song  birds  by  the  wildcat,  fox,  mink,  weasel, 
hawk,  owl,  skunk  and  crow. 

H.  F.  YOUNG,  Gettysburg: 

Hawks,  owls,  minks,  weasels  and  skunks  are  a  menace  to  our 
poultry,  game  and  song  birds. 

JAM^S  LAURER.   Cashtown: 

Have  seen_  poultry,  pheasants  and  rabbits  destroyed  by 
foxes,   hawks  and  owls. 

J.  CALVIN  THOMAS,  Arendtsville: 

Many  such  depredations  to  poultry  and  game  have  been 
brought  to  my  observation,  but  space  will  not  permit  me  to 
narrate  thdi. 

C.  A.  REBERT,  Cashtown: 
Deer  by  dogs. 

JOHN  R.  BITTINGER,  Hanover: 

All  along  the  mountain  regions  generally  these  animals  com- 
mit considerable  depi*edations  upon  poultry  and  game. 

L.  H.  MEALS,  Gettysburg: 

I  have  known  a  weasel  to  kill  whole  nests  of  rabbits  in  one 
night  or  day.  also  kill  the  old  ones.  Have  shot  hawks  in  the 
act  of  catching  quail,   larks  and   chickens. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

J.    L.    HELD,    Neale: 
Minks,  weasels,  skunks,  foxes,  crows  and  others. 
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WII^LJAM  CROSBY.  Leechburg: 
Red  or  pine  Bquirrels  and  wease). 

DR,  L.  W.  SCHNATTERL.Y,  Freeport: 

I  know  personally  of  foxes,  minks  and  weasels  destroying 
our  game  birds  and  game,  and  the  polecat  and  ground  hog 
deetroying  the  eggs  and  nests  of  pheasants  and  quail. 

DR.  a  JESSUP,  Klttanning: 

Hawks  are  the  most  destructive  on  poultry,  pheasants  and 
quail,  killing  many;  have  caught  them  in  the  act.  Foxes  are 
also  very  destructive. 

W.  K.  COL.BER,  Leechburg: 

I  have  personally  known  of  instances  where  the  chicken 
hawk,  bird  hawk,  hoot  owl,  weasel,  mink,  skunk  and  fox  have 
destroyed  poultry,  game  and  song  birds.  The  skunk  destroys 
the  eggs  of  pheasants  and  quail. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

JESSE  B,  JONES.  Pittsburg: 

Foxes  are  destructive  to  poultry  and  game.  I  know  of  two 
men  who  trapped  from  26  to  30  foxes  each  year.  They  got 
75  cents  bounty  and  from  75  cents  to  11.00  for  the  hide.  They 
went  to  considerable  trouble  and  baited  the  traps  with  a  whole 
chicken.    After  the  bounty  was  taken  off  they  stopped  trapping. 

D.  P.  CORWIN,  Pittsburg: 
Snakes  destroy  a  great  many  birds  which  nest  on  the  ground. 

GUSTAVE  A.  UNK,  Pittsburg: 

J  have  only  seen  the  hawk  destroy  Song  Sparrow  and  Wood 
Thrush. 

J.  W.  HAGUE.  Pittsburg: 

Hawks  killing  song  and  game  birds,  owls  with  rabbits,  and 
have  known  weasels  to  kill  chickens. 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

SETH  WALTON,  New  Hope: 

Hawks,  weasels  and  minks  destroy  many  chickens  and 
pigeons. 

H.  H.  RANATT.  Pipersville: 

Have  seen  crows  take  my  chipkens  and  minks  catch  my 
ducks. 

A.  J.  SNTDER,  Plumsteadville: 

Have  seen  poultry  taken  by  large  and  small  or  pigeon  hawk: 
also  saw  hawk  catch  quail. 

HARRY   S.   WALTON,   HartsviUe: 

Poultry  is  largely  destroyed  by  hawks  and  crows,  and  they 
destroy  many  small  wild  birds. 
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PRANK  B.   HBSTON.   Rushland: 
The  chicken  hawk  commtts  great  depredations. 

THOMAS  SCOTT,  Bristol: 

Some  Italians  of  this  county  are  given  credit  for  shooting 
warblerSp  robins,  catbirds,  or  anything  that  will  go  In  a  pot. 

ARTHUR  CHAPMAN,  Doylestown: 

Instances  are  so  numerous  of  such  depredations  that  there 
is  not  room  to  particularize. 

LEWIS  H.  CLEMENS.  Doylestown: 

The  worst  enemy  the  song  bird  has  is  the  crow,  who  eats 
the  eggs  and  the  small  birds  when  hatched;  will  destroy  a 
whole  nest.  I  have  opened  young  crows  and  found  the  stom- 
achs contained  the  feet  of  small  birds,  especially  robins. 

A.  S.  WEAVER.  Hartsville: 

Foxes  and  hawks  commit  numberless  depredations  on  poul- 
try and  wild  birds. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

CHARLES  B.  TAYLOR.  Alba: 
Skunks,  weasels,   minks. 

J.  F.  AMMERMAN,  Saco: 

In'  this  section  the  hen  hawk  destroys  a  large  amount  of 
poultry. 

ASYLUM  GRANGE,  Duvall: 

Have  noticed  instances  where  grouse  and  quail  have  been 
killed  by  foxes  and  owls.  Domestic  fowls  are  also  often  killed 
by  these  and  other  wild  animals. 

A.  J.  STACY,  Leona: 

The  chicken  hawk  and  crow  steal  young  chickens,  and  rob  the 
nests  of  birds  soon  after  they  hatch. 

W.  F.  DITTRICH,  Towanda: 

Have  seen  hawks,  skunks  and  the  house  cat  destroy  poultry, 
birds,  etc. 

W.  W.  McCAIN,  Stevens ville: 

The  occurrences  are  too  frequent  to  admit  of  details.  I  have 
personal  knowledge  of  many  hawks,  owls,  skunks,  weasels, 
minks,  foxes,  'coons  all  do  their  share. 

JAMES  A.   HAWTHORNE,   Windfall: 

Have  known  the  hawk,  mink  and  weasel  to  destroy  poultry, 
etc. 

C.  B.  WHIPPLE,  LeRoy: 

I  have  seen  where  foxes,  weasels,  minks,  hawks  and  owls 
have  caught  poultry,  pheasants  and  weasels. 
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D.  F.  L£WIS.  aUlett: 

Mink  destroy  quail.  I  have  caut^ht  the  fox  with  pheasant  and 
rabbit,  the  weasel  with  rabbit  and  the  owl  with  rabbit. 

J.  H.  HAMAKER,  Editor  Daily  and  Weekly  News,  Athens: 

Have  seen  foxes'  tracks  in  the  snow,  in  two  instances,  where 
they  led  to  the  remains  of  ruffed  grouse. 

GEORGE  C.  CORNELU  CoL,  Cross  Roads: 

Have  seen  poultry  destroyed  by  hawks  and  skunks;  birds  by 
hawks  and  crows,  and  grround  birds  by  skunks  and  snakes. 

J.  BENSON  WRIGHT,  East  Canton: 

I,  on  one  occasion,  followed  a  wildcat  who  dug  up  and  ate 
two  whole  rabbits,  rabbits  that  he  evidently  had  killed  and 
buried  some  time  before. 

S.  W.  CLARK.  LeRoy: 

Have  seen  hawks  catching  chickens,  catbirds,  robbing  birds' 
nests  and  weasel  killing  rabbits. 

N„  A.  WELLS,  Wyalusing: 

From  tracks  in  the  snow  I  have  seen  wiiere  foxes  had 
pounced  on  rabbits  and  on  grouse:  have  also  seen  hawks  eat 
grouse. 

THEO.  PIERCE,  Canton: 
I  have  seen  where  foxes  have  eaten  pheasants  or  grouse. 

BUTLER  (X)UNTY. 

W.   WATSON,   Sarversville: 
Foxes  have  made  depredations  on  poultry. 

C.  B.  McFARLAN,   Argentine: 

Have  seen  crows  robbing  the  nests  of  song  birds  and  quail; 
have  known  them  to  rob  nest  with  eighte<»n  e^gs  in  it. 

L.  A.  SCOTT,  Sarversville: 

Hawks  kill  large  amount  of  quail;  the  mink  and  oth»*r  an- 
imals kill  rabbits^ 

J.  C.  SNYDER.  West  Liberty: 

I  have  seen  the  fox  kill  poultry  many  times  and  carry  Ui. 
same  away.    Weasels  will  kill  a  whole  nest  of  young  birds. 

F.  D.  COLBERT  and  Others,  Butler: 

The  chicken  hawk  has  been  the  greatest  destroyer  In  my 
observation.  Have  frequently  seen  them  catch  quail  and  sonK 
birds. 

ROBERT  McBRIDE,  McCandless: 

The  chicken  hawk  is  the  worst  enemy  we  have  to  our  poul- 
try and  song  birds.  I  have  also  seen  the  Sparrow  Hawk  take 
a  small  bird  on  the  wing. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY. 

WILX.IAM  M.  BOYLK,  New  BHghton: 
Have  seen  quail  and  other  small  birds  caught  by  hawks. 

W.  N.  McNAIR.  Beaver  Palls: 

Cbdcken  hawks,  large  owls,  the  fox,  minks  and  weasels  de- 
stroy poultry,  game  and  song  birds. 

J.  A.  SNYDER,  Beaver  Falls: 
I  have  seen  the  large  chicken  hawk  catch  and  kill  quail. 

A.  H.  CLARKE;  New  Brighton: 

Poultry,  game  and  song  birds  are  destroyed  by  minks,  rats, 
foxes,  skunks,  weasels,  snakes  and  the  common  house  cat. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

W.  F.  TAPPAN,  Altoona: 

Have  seen  blue  hawk  attack  and  kill  pheasants;  also  have 
known  foxes  to  have  committed  the  same  deed;  have  found 
their  nests  torn  up,  etc. 

WILLIAM  VAN  ALLMAN.  East  Sharpsburg: 

The  skunk  will  hunt  the  eggs  in  the  laying  season  of  the 
quail  and  wild  turkeys,  but  they  suffer  in  winter  from  the 
fox  and  hawk. 

DR.  A.  L.   SPANGLE,   Altoona: 

Have  seen  red- tailed  hawks  with  grouse  in  their  claws,  spar- 
row hawks  with  woodcocks,  minks  in  a  chicken  coop.  Butcher 
bird  impale  a  Field  Sparrow  on  a  thorn  bush,  wildcat  with  rab- 
bit, and  where  fox  had  caught  rabbit;  also  where  skunk  and 
mink  had  killed  rabbit. 

FREDERICK  JACKEL,   Hollidaysburg: 
Hawks,  weasels  and  squirrels  take  eggs. 

EDWARD  KOTTMANN,  Altoona: 

Have  seen  the  kingfisher  on  numt?rous  occasions  get  trout: 
also  seen  the  Red-tailed  Hawk  capture  poultry,  quail  and 
grouse;  witnessed  the  grouse  caught  by  blue  hawk  also. 

S.  H.  DEAN,  Williamsburg: 

I  have  frequently  seen  hawks  catch  partridges,  poultry  and 
song  birds. 

MATTHEW   CALVIN.    Hollidaysburg: 

Polecats,  minks  and  weasels  destroy  our  poultry,  song  and 
game  birds. 

M.  D.  YOUNG,  Hollidaysburg: 

The  foxes  In  our  county  destroy  much  game,  both  by  killing 
the  birds  and  driving  them  away  wh'.le  hatching. 
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O.  G.  ZETH.  Altoona: 

Have  seen  instances  too  numerous  to  mention  while  afield: 
wild  cats  and  foxes  especially. 

W.   Q.   HICKS.   Tyrone: 
Many  rabbits  are  destroyed  here  by  foxes. 

WILLIAM  L.   SANDS.   Altoona: 

I  know  of  turkeys,  chickens,  pheasants  and  rabbits  to  have 
been  killed  by  foxes,  skunks  and  hawks. 

H.  M.  LEIGHTY,  Poplar  Run: 

The  fox,  weasel.  ha\vk  and  owl  destroy  poultry,  s^ame  and 
song  birds. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

JACOB  ZOOK.  Saxton: 

Poxes,  skunks,  minks,  hawks  and  owls  are  very  destructive 
to  poultry,  same  and  song  birds. 

GEORGE  W.  YONT,  Osterburg: 

Hawks  after  poultry;  smaller  birds,  etc.,  and  red  squirrel 
after  the  gray  squirrel. 

SAMUEL  J.  KEltH,  Woodburg: 

Polecats  are  quite  destructive  on  fowls;  foxes  hunt  up  and 
destroy  various  birds. 

S.  H.   KOONTZ.   Cessna: 

Hawks  and  large  owls  after  poultry,  etc. 

THEO.  B.  POTTS.  Alum  Bank: 

I  have  seen  owls  catch  and  kill  a  wild  full-grown  rabbit, 
and  hawks  kill  birds  and  chase  gray  squirrels.  Foxes,  minks, 
skunks  and  measles  are  very  destructive  to  poultry  night  or 
day. 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

EDWARD    LAWRENCE,    Reading: 
Have  seen  hawks  killing  birds  and  poultry. 

O.   HINNERSHITZ,   Blandon: 

Reported  instances  of  poultry  being  destroyed  by  minks, 
weasels,  foxes  and  hawks. 

CHARLES  M.  MINNICH,   North  Heidelburg: 
Have  seen  hawks  destroy  poultry,  etc. 

PETER  DEXTER,  Reading: 

Poultry,  song  birds,  quails  and  pheasants  destroyed  by  fox, 
hawks  and  owls. 
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C.   W.   KETTERER,  Stouchsburu;: 

In  my  observations  have  seen  the  Cooper's  Hawk  destroy 
quail  and  pigeons;  Red- tailed  Hawk,  poultry,  mice  and  rabbits. 

CYRUS  J.  RHODES.  Kutztown: 

Hawks  destroying  poultry,  etc.  The  domestic  dog  running  at 
large  is  a  nuisance. 

CHESTER  CX)UNTY. 

A.   C.   RAMSEY,   Cream: 

Skunks,  opossums,  weasels  and  minks  destroy  our  poultry  In 
large  quantities. 

ABRAM  STOUTS.   Lincoln  University: 

Have  frequently  seen  hawks  destroy  much  small  game  and 
killed  them  in  the  act;  also  foxes. 

FRANCIS  JACOBS,  West  Chester: 

On  the  Brandywine,  and  through  the  country  generally,  game 
and  poultry  suffer  from  the  ravages  of  polecats,  weasels, 
minks  and  certain  species  of  hawks. 

JOS.  E.  GILL,  Barnsley: 
Have  known  hawks  to  destroy  a  whole  oovey  of  quail. 

JEREMIAH  PROCTER,  Lincoln  University: 

Poultry,  game  and  song  birds  are  destroyed  by  the  fox. 
opossum,  raccoon,  owls  and  hawks. 

FRANK   D.   DURBOROW.    Oxford: 
Chicken  hawks  destroy  poultry. 

W.  G.  WEST.  Sylmar: 
Hawks  and  foxes  destroy  much  poultry  and  game. 

J.  B.  KEECH,  Tweedale: 

I  have  always  regretted  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  Assembly 
paying  a  bounty  for  hawks'  heads.  I  know  they  are  extremely 
destructive  to  poultry.  From  personal  observations  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  a  few  hundred  dollars  paid  out  for  hawks'  heads 
would  prevent  the  loss  of  many  thousands  of  dollars*  worth 
of  poultry  in  the  southern  end  of  Chester  and  I^ncaster 
counties. 

DR.  ROBERT  FARLEY.  Phoenixville: 
Have  seen  hawks  kill  rabbits  and  quail. 

H.  L.  BUCK  WALTER,  Spring  City: 

Several  varieties  of  hawks  and  the  weasel  destroy  much 
poultry  and  game. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

H.  H.  BROWN.  Light  Street: 

Poultry,  game  and  song  birds  are  <iesin»ye(l  !»y  flah  an«l 
chicken  hawk,  sparrow,  mink,  weasel  and  .skunk. 
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W.  H.  SNYDER.  Bloomsburgr: 
Saw  recently  where  fox  caught  a  rabbit. 

W.  B.  SNYDER,  Roaring  Creek: 
Hawks,  minks  and  weasels  are  destroyt^rs  of  young  poultry. 

A.  P.   YOUNG,   Millville: 

Have  known  akunks  and  crows  to  rob  the  nest  of  the  turkey. 
quail  and  pheasant. 

MILES  EVERHART.  Secretary  Waller  Grange,  Divide: 
Skunks  and  minks  destroy  much  poultry. 

CHAS.    E.    RANDALL.    Secretary   Catawissa    Fish    and    Game 

Protective  Association,   Catawissa: 

Poultry  by  opossums  and  skunks;  quails  by  hawks,  owls  and 
cats;  pheasants  by  foxes  and  skunks;  rabbits  by  foxes,  weasels 
and  cats,  and  quails'  nests  destroyed  by  red  squirrels,  the 
eggs  being  eaten. 

J.  T.  WILSON,  Millville: 

Weasels,  hawks  and  large  owls  destroy  chickens,  and  the 
crow  will  kill  young  song  birds  and  eat  the  eggs. 

B.  F.  FRITZ.   Divide: 

The  farmers  lose  much  poultry  by  the  depredations  of  cer- 
tain hawks  and  some  other  animals. 

R.  G.  F.  KSHINKA,  Berwick: 

To  my  personal  knowledge  poultry  and  birds  are  destroyed 
by  weasels,  skunks,   owls  and  hawks. 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

PERRY  BIXBY,  Spartansburg: 

The  mink  and  muskrat  commit  serious  depredations  on  flsh. 
and  the  hawk,  owl,  weasel  and  skunk  are  very  destructive  of 
poultry  and  birds. 

ISAAC  WHBELOCK,   Townville: 

Have  seen  hawks  catch  our  song  birds  and  also  destroy  their 
nests.    Poultry  is  caught  by  hawks,  owls,  weasels    and  minks. 

CHARLES  DAY,  Spartansburg: 

Have  seen  wild  birds  and  poultry  destroyed  by  hawks,  owls 
and  weasels. 

C.  A.  SJRANAHAN,  Spartansburg: 

Many  instances  too  numerous  to  mention  by  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk,  Cooper's  Hawk,  mink,  weasel,  ferret  and  large  owl. 

H.  E.  BLAKESLEE,  Spartanburg: 

Poultry,  game,  etc.,  destroyed  by  the  mink.  wea«el  and 
ferret. 
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F.  A.  MAHYOTT,  Secretary  Rudolph  Grange.  Guy's  Mills: 
Hen  hawks  bother  our  neighborhood  to  quite  an  extent:  also 

mink,  'possums,  skunks  and  weasels. 

J.  H.  SEAVY.  Hayfleld  Grange,  Saegerstown: 
Poultry,  etc.,  destroyed  by  hawks,  owls,  etc. 

C.  F.   EMERSON.   Titusville: 

Have  observed  minks  carrying  trout  Just  caught;  blue  jays 
eating  song  birds*  eggs.  Have  occasionally  found  remainn  of 
grouse  which  I  judged  to  be  killed  by  fox. 

C.  BROOKS,  Conneaut  Center: 

Have  seen  the  Cooper's  and  Sharp-shinned  hawks  many 
times  catch  small  chickens. 

GEORGE  P.  RYAN,  Long's  Stand: 

Having  always  lived  in  the  country  and  been  a  hunter,  I 
might  give  hundreds  of  cases  where  owls,  hawks,  foxes,  skunks, 
opossums,  minks  and  weasels  have  killed  game,  most  all  kinds 
of  birds  and  poultry.  The  crane  destroys  more  fish  than  king- 
fishers, and  the  German  carp  more  than  all. 

C.    A.   BURCHARD,   Black  Ash: 
Hawks. 

G.  W.  CUTSHALL,  Guys  Mills: 

We  have  had  some  chickens  killed  by  hawks,  but  they  have 
also  destroyed  many  meadow  mice  and  snakes. 

W.  G.  SARGEANT,  Meadville: 

Owls  and  hawks  destroy  young  game  birda— have  seen  It— 
and  also  young  chicks  taken  from  the  barnyard.  Mammals  do 
little  damage  to  fish,  except  the  mink,  and  they  are  rare. 

SPRINGBORO  ROD  AND  GUN  CLUB.  Springboro: 

A  number  of  cases  where  chickens  were  killed  by  weasels, 
skunks,  foxes  and  muskrats;  have  also  found  the  Meadow 
lark,  pheasants  and  quail  destroyed;  also  their  eggs,  by  the 
above  named   animals. 

A.   A.  GRAFF.   Llnesvllle: 
Have  seen  crows  destroy  young  rabbits  in  their  nests. 

JACOB  HAGUE,  Beaver  Centre: 

Hawks,  owls  and  all  fur-bearing  animals  prey  on  song  and 
game  birds,  but  they  are  also  scavengers  of  mice,  rats,  snakes, 
etc. 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

W.    A.   NELSON.   Shawmut: 

Weasel,  minks  and  foxes  destroy  our  poultry  and  game; 
crows  eSat  the  eggs  and  sometimes  the  young  of  other  birds. 

WILIJAM  T.  THORPE,  Grampian: 
Foxes  kill  a  great  mgnv  rabbits. 
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JAMES  CARNS.  Clearfield: 

The  pine  squirrel  la  probably  the  worst,  as  he  destroys  so 
many  pheasants'  eggs.  The  wildcat,  hawk  and  owl  commit 
serious  depredations  on  poultry,  game  and  song  birds. 

J.  T.  REITTER,  Karthaus: 

Much  poultry  and  many  song  birds  are  destroyed  by  foxes, 
owls  and  hawks.  Owls  are  gretting  very  scarce. 

U.  W.  DRESSLER,   Rockton: 

Pheasants,  poultry,  rabbits  and  fish  destroyed  by  the  fox, 
mink,   weasel,   skunk,   owl  and  hawk. 

W.  J.  STULU  Coalport: 

Saw  this  winter  where  a  fox  ate  a  rabbit  and  grouse,  and  an 
owl  caught  and  killed  a  rabbit. 

W.  F.  WAGNER,  Coalport: 

I  have  seen  where  owls  destroyed  rabbit  and  where  fox  de- 
stroyed pheasant.  Captured  a  mink  after  he  had  killed  thir- 
teen chickens. 

HON.  F.  G.  HARRIS.  Cleiarfleld; 

Have  known  wild  cats  to  kill  deer  and  fawns  and  all  kinds  of 
wild  animals.  Foxes  kTH  our  poultry,  rabbits  and  grouse. 
Weasels  also  kill  grouse. 

J.  E.  HARDER,  aearfieid: 

I  saw  a  big  blue  heron  that  was  killed  here  last  summer 
near  Trout  Run  in  whose  craw  were  thirty  small  trout.  This 
tributary  has  been  nearly  cleaned  out  of  trout  by  these  birds. 

AMOS  KLINE.  DuBois: 

Have  seen  hawks  catching  birds  and  robbing  the  nest  of  the 
young. 

J.  F.  GALLAHER.  New  Washington: 

The  crow  and  the  Blue  Jay  destroy  more  song  birds  by  eating 
their  eggs  than  all  the  other  birds  in  the  vicinity. 

JAMES  B.  GRAHAM,  Grahamton: 

I  saw  a  large  brown  hawk'  eating  a  full  grown  pheasant 
which  it  had  killed.  A  Cooper's  Hawk  carried  away  two  or 
three  dozen  of  my  small  chickens,  until  I  finally  put  an  end  to 
him  by  setting  a  boy  to  watch  the  nest  with  a  shot  gun. 

O.  D.  KRISE,  Odessa: 

Hawks,  foxes  and  wildcats  destroy  much  poultry;  blue  jays 
destroy  our  song  birds. 

R.  J.  BROCKBANK,  Luthersburg: 

I  have  seen  a  fox  in  one  night  kill  three  or  four  rabbits. 
They  will  also  destroy  all  small  game.  So  will  the  mink,  as  I 
have  learned  from  observing  him.  Hawks  and  owls  are  very 
destructive   to  poultry   and  game. 
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G.  W.  BmiAa,  Bttll'8  Landing: 

I  have  personally  known  foxes  and  skunks  to  kill  pheasants 
and  rob  their  nests.  Have  seen  owls  with  pheasants,  and  hawks 
kill  many  chickens. 

WILLIAM  BUMGARDEN,  Lick  Run  Mills: 

Wildcats  kill  deer  and  small  game;  foxes  kill  small  game; 
skunks  kill  grouse,  birds,  and  destroy  pheasants'  eggs. 

J.  W.  KIZER,  Osceola  Mills: 

I  have  seen  many_lnstances  where  game  birds  and  others 
have  have  been  destroyed  by  foxes,  weasels,  minks  and  wild- 
cats, which  also  often  devour  poultry. 

CAMERON  COUNTY. 

M.  M.  LARHABEE,  Emporium: 
Skunks,  wildcats,  foxes  and  some  hawks. 

J.  A.  McMillan,  Driftwood: 
The  hen-hawk  is  the  worst. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

GEORGE  K.  BOAK,  Pine  Glen: 

Wild  cats,  foxes,  minks,  crows,  hawks,  and  owls  destroy- 
ing poultry,  game  and  small  wild  birds. 

W.  J.  KRAPE  AND  CHARLES  E.  BRESSLER,  Fiedler: 

Sharp-shinned  and  Cooper's  Hawk  kill  pheasants,  small  birds 
and  rabbits.  Foxes  kill  raWiIts  and  pheasants.  Weasels  rob 
the  nests  of  birds. 

CHESTER  M.   LINGLE,  Phllipsburg: 

I  saw  one  pigeon  hawk  kill  four  quail:  in  spite  of  my  throw- 
ing clubs  at  it  and  driving  It  away  it  would  return  and  invari- 
ably catch  another  quail. 

R.  T.  CORNBY,  Flemming: 
Yes;  principally  by  hawks. 

B.    F.   SHAFFER.   Nittany: 
Red  squirrel  oating  the  brains  of  young  robins. 

A.  A.  DALE,  Bellefonte: 

Hav«  known  instances  where  wild  cats  and  foxes  have  killed 
young  deer.  These  same  animals  destroy  many  turkeys  and 
pheasants. 

.JACOB  SHARER.  Centre  Hall: 

Have  seen  both  fox  and  weasel  attack  ooop  and  carry  off 
poultry  and  eggs. 

GEORGE   D.  JOHNSON,   Mt.   Eagle; 

Have  had    foxes  and    minks  destroy   turkeys  and    chickens. 
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W.   W.   RCX5ERS.  Centre  Hall: 

My  personal  loss  of  poultry  has  been  by  mink  and  weasel 
more  than  by  hawks. 

C.  A.  RAC?HAU,  Madison  burg: 

Last  summer  the  crows  destroyed  a  good  many  of  my  young 
chickens,   and   the   neighbors   also. 

W.  H.  MILiLEK.  Secretary  Logan  Grange  No.  109,  Belief onte: 
Hawks  destroying  poultry,  et  cetera. 

J.   DUNKLE   HUBLEKSBURG.   Hublersburg: 

The  quail  roost  on  the  ground  in  broods  and  become  the  prey 
of  the  fox  and  skunk  by  the  wholesale  at  night. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

DR.  J.  M.  DUMM,  Mackeyville: 

Have  seen  where  foxes  and  hawks  have  killed  turkeys,  but 
they  also  kill  many  mice.  If  it  were  not  for  them  our  fruit 
trees  would  need  more  protection.  Have  also  known  of  a  mink 
killing  a  rabbit. 

W.   L.   HAMILTON.   Lock  Haven: 

In  many  Instances,  too  numerous  to  mention,  where  poultry 
has  been  destroyed. 

GEORGE  H.  WILSON.  Westport: 

Chickens  are  repeatedly  destroyed  by  hawks,  and  a  whole 
brood  of  twenty-four  chickens  was  killed  In  one  night  by  a 
wild  cat. 

C.  H.  RICH.  Woolrlch: 

Have  seen  hundreds  of  English  sparrows  tear  up  the  nest** 
of  other  birds  and  eat  the  eggs.  Hawks  will  also  eat  eggs  and 
destroy  young  birds.     Crows,   too.  eat  eggs. 

W.   C.   KEPLER,  Westport: 

Wildcats,  foxes,  hawk?  and  crows  oi»mmlt  great  depredations 
on  poultry  and  wild  birds. 

C.  J.   SIGMUND.   Salona: 
Have  seen  hawks,  owls,  etc..  destroying  game  and  poultry. 

JOHN  C.  MERRILL.  Lock  Haven: 
All  kinds  and  at  all  seasons. 

A.  S.  TRUST,  Cedarr  Springs: 

Have  -frequently  seen  where  foxes  caught  wild  turkeys  and 
tear  them  up;  they  are  ever  on  the  alert  to  find  the  nests  and 
destroy  the  young  of  both  turkeys  and  pheasants. 
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CAMBRIA  COUNTV. 

J.  J.  WEAVER.  Wllmore: 

The  fox,  mink  and  weasel  kill  poultry  and  game;  skunks  de- 
stroy the  eggrs  and  youngr,  and  the  hawk  and  owl  commit  seri- 
ous depredations  to  our  song  birds. 

JOHN  E.  TOMLINSON.  Loretto: 

Skunks,  foxes  and  minks  destroy  our  game,  poultry  and  song 
birds. 

J.  T.  YODER,  Johnstown: 

The  9kunk  has  caused  me  considerable  loss;  young  chickens 
especially.  A  few  years  ago  they  destroyed  about  fifty  of  my 
young  turkeys  and  their  eggs,  this  was  all  done  In  one  season. 

J.   B.   HOLSENGER,  Johnstown: 
Foxes,  skunks,  owls  and  hawks. 

JOIJN   P.   THOM^AS,   Patton: 

Poxes,  minks,  hawks  and  owls  d-estroy  much  of  our  poultry 
and  game. 

GEORGE  W.  GARRETT,  Munster: 

It  is  an  every  day  occurrence,  In  the  summer,  for  us  to  see 
hawks  pick  up  young  poultry  and  song  birds. 

W.  P.  CUNNINGHAM,  Carrolltown: 
The  pigeon  hawk  does  great  damage  among  the  poultry. 

JOHN  J.   RBDINGER.  Nlcktown: 

Pheasants  are  killed  by  foxes  and  hawks;  foxes  also  destroy 
rabbits;  and  our  poultry  suffers  much  by  minks  and  hawks. 

JOHN  RIOKETTS,  Pllnton: 

Skunks,  minks  and  weasels  destroy  our  poultry,  game  and 
song  bIrHs. 

BLAIR  ALEXANDER,  Conemaugh: 

Grown  rabbits  and  quail  destroyed  by  weasels,  minks,  and 
foxes. 

CLARION  COUNTY. 

J.  T.  PRA'MPTON,  Prampton: 
flawks  and  owls  destroy  much  poultry. 

J.  H.  MARTIN,  Valley: 

Poxes  do  much  damage,  and  I  have  se«*n  hawks  carrying  ufT 
young  chicks  and  quail. 

E.   .M.   KISER,  Elk  City: 

I  have  seen  a  weasel  kill  a  rabbit;  and  have  frequently  seen 
fur  and  feathers  lying  about  where  an  owl  or  fox  had  gotten 
In  their  work  on  a  rabbit  or  grouse. 
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H.   N.   FBN8TAMAKBR.  aarlon: 
Have  seen  game  destroyed  by  fox,  mink  and  owl. 

FRANK  G.  KEATLEY.  Clarion: 

Weasels  caught  a  number  of  raibbits.  Foxes  caught  pheas- 
ants and  quail.  Chicken  and  pigeon  hawks  are  destructive  to 
our  song  and  game  birds. 

J.  A.  T.  HOY,  Clarion: 

More  poultry,  grouse,  and  quail  are  destroyed  by  foxes  than 
by  any  other  means.    Minks  of  course  destroy  some. 

CARBON  COUNTY. 
S.  M.  DOWNS,  Mauch  Chunk: 

Instances  too  numerous  to  mention  from  farmers  over  loss 
of  poultry;  and  very  often  while  out  gunning  I  see  where 
grouse  and  rabbits  have  been  killed  by  these  animals. 

K  L.  HULSHIZER,  Mauch  Chunk: 

While  out  gunning  I  see  where  rabbits  and  pheasants  have 
been  destroyed  by  these  animals. 

B.  F.  KUEHUER,  E.  Mauch  Chunk: 

Have  many  cases  here  of  foxes  destroying  rabbits,  pheasants 
and  poultry. 

EDWIN  F.  PRY.  Mauch  Chunk: 

The  destruction  of  game  in  this  section  is  very  notieeabie 
when  we  compare  the  protected  to  the  unprotected  sections. 

PIERCE  J.  TAYLOR,  Mauch  Chunk: 

In  several  instances  I  saw  where  foxes,  minks,  weasels,  cata- 
mounts, and  snakes  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  game  and  flsh. 

GEORGE  T.  WELL,   Rockport: 

Have  often  found  where  a  fox  had  caught  raibbits,  quail  and 
other  birds. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

A.  Z.  HADE,  Mechanic^urg: 

Hawks  and  foxes  kill  rabbits.  Hawks,  owls  and  foxes  kill 
quail,  other  birds  and  also  considerable  poultry. 

JACOB  B.  MEIXEL.  Boiling  Springs: 

Have  on  two  different  occasions  seen  the  work  of  weasels 
killing  poultry;  the  first  time  he  got  twenty-flve,  the  second 
tin>e  fifteen.  I  once  saw  a  blue  darter  hawk  fly  into  a  flock  of 
quail,  kill  one  and  entirely  scatter  the  rest. 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

W.  L.  WEAVER.  Millersburg: 
T  have  seen  goshawks  kill  quail  and  grouse;  duck  hawks  and 
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eagles   kill    ducks.     Red-tailed    kill    p*>ultiy.     Bass   and    salmon 
will  kill  all  U\e  lish   Lhey  can  catch. 

H.  M.  F.  WORDEN,  Harrlsburg: 

Minks  destroyed  German  hare  on  island  at  Cove  Station: 
three  old  and  seventeen  youngr  ones.  Personally  saw  Red 
Squirrel  destroy  a  robin's  nept. 

RICHARD  V.  FOX,  Harrisburg: 

Have  known  hawks  upon  my  own  farm  to  kill  a  quail  or  two 
a  day,  until   the  whole  bevy  was  exterminated. 

W.  H.   ETTLE,  Hummellstown: 

Space  would  not  permit  me  to  Instance  the  numerous  depre- 
dations of  animals  upon  poultry. 

DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

CHARLES  P.  GOODLEY,  Hance: 

Foxes  destroy  ^reat  quantities  of  poultry  and  ground   binl.*;. 

JAMES   NEELD.   Concord: 
Poxes   after   partridges. 

THOMAS   H.    HUSBANB.    Elam: 
The  opossum  kllllngr  poultry. 

GEORGE   W.    POOLE,    Booth's  Corner: 
Foxes,  raccoons,  skunks,  opossums,  and  minks. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

G.  C.  T.  HOFF,  SR.,  Raughts: 

In  Elk  county,  and  also  in  Forest  county  and  in  northern 
Jefferson  county,  flsh,  poultry,  song  birds  and  deer  have  to  a 
great  extent  been  destroyed  by  wildcats,  foxes,  hawks,  skunks 
and   weasels. 

PHILO  CHRISLER,   St.  Mary's: 

Wildcats  are  increasing  with  us  and  are  killing  deer  at  a  ter- 
rible rate.  Foxes  destroy  poultry  and  kill  more  small  game 
than  all  hunters. 

J.  M.  HANSCOME,  Rfdgway: 

Wildcats  killing  fawns,  rabbits  and  pheasants,  and  foxes 
killing  rabbits  and  pheasants. 

C.  H.  LAW,  Portland  Mills: 

In  winter  you  can  find  places  where  foxes  have  destroyed 
rabbits  and  pheasants. 

DR.  A.  MILLHAUPT,  St.  Mary's: 

Wildcats  destroy  rabbits,  deer  and  grouse,  and  I  know  of  one 
instance  where  one  was  seen  with  a  robin  in  its  mouth. 
Foxes  are  very  destructive  to  grouse  and  rabbits.  Polecats 
destroy  grouse  and   their  eggs. 
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DR.  J.   D.   FULL.ERTON,  ."^Idifway: 

Deer,  rabbits.  partri()gre'  meadow  larks  and  quail  by  wild- 
cats and  foxes.  • 

KKIE  COUNTY. 

I.   E.   TUTTLE.   Union   City: 

Have  frequently  had  my  poultry  yard  invaded  by  the  hen 
hawkandthe  chicks  stolen:  have  seen  the  crow  rob  birds'  nests 
frequently. 

JAMES  RICHARDS,  Corry: 
Hawk,  owl.   skunk  and  weasel. 

W.  T.  RYMAN.  Girard: 
Have  seen  kingfisher  catch  fish  and  hawks  catch  chicks. 

MANDRED  HAYES.   Edinboro: 

A  pheasant  by  a  mink;  pheasants  and  smaller  birds  sup- 
posedly by  hawks. 

PRANK  BUTTON,  Corry: 

Have  seen  birds  caught  and  nests  broken  up  by  hawks,  and 
known  of  pheasants'  nerits  being  robbed  by  minks. 

J.  H.  KIRK,  Union  City: 

English  sparrows  are  very  destructive  to  nearly  all  blrd.«< 
when  nesting  and  hatching  their  young. 

G.   H.  CORNELL,   Edinboro: 
Pheasants  killed  by  minks. 

THOMAS  STBRRET,  Sterretonia: 
Hawks. 

VV.  H.  CORNELL.  Wattsburg: 
Hen  hawks,  owls,  minks,  weasels,  etc. 

H.   E.   DENNIS,  Milesgrove: 
Crow  blackbirds  destroy  eggs  of  song  birds. 

W.  T.  ANDREWS,  Mllesgrrove: 
Crows,   blackbirds  destroy  eggs  of  song  birds. 

F.  C.  FOSTER,  West  Greene: 

The  crow  is  the  most  destructive;  hawks  next;  then  the  owl 
and  mink. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

J.   B.   McAFEE,   Mercersburg: 

A  wildcat  will  climb  a  tree  at  night  and  kill  a  turkey,  nnd  u 
weasel   will   follow   game   into   their   retreat   and   kill. 
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MARTIN  Lr.  RUSKNBKRRY,  Freestone: 

I  have  seen  instances  of  where  birds  have  been  destroyed 
by  hawks,  and  two  instances  of  where  foxes  entered  our 
neigrbbor's  coop  and  killed  chicken;  time  to  put  bounty  on. 

DR.  W.  F.  TEETER,  Chambersburgr: 

I  have  seen  hawks,  foxes  and  crows  kill  poultry,  quail,  grouse 
and  rabbits, 

SOUTH   MOUNTAIN   HUNTING  CLUB,   Fayetteville: 

Pheasants  and  rabbits  are  killed  in  our  mountains  by  wild- 
cat, weasel,  and  quail  by  the  hawks. 

W.  H.  STEWART,  Secretary  Gamp  Association,  Roxbury: 

Hawks  are  very  severe  on  birds;  owls  kill  young:  grame;  foxes 
destroy  poultry  and  wildcats  turkeys  while  hatching  their 
young. 

FRANK  HOCKENBERY,  Concord: 

Have  known  poultry,  quaP,  pheasant  and  rabbit  to  be  killed 
by  fox,  wildcat  and  skunk. 

W.  W.  BRITTON,  Upper  Strasburg: 

Some  time  last  spring  a  mink  in  two  nights  killed  forty 
chickens  for  Clayton  Reed,  near  this  place.  Have  heard  of 
many  other  such  instances,  but  cannot  give  flguros. 

J.  H.  LEDY,  Marlon: 

I  had  sixteen  quails  which  we  fed  In  a  thicket  in  1891^.  and 
a  hawk  killed  every  one  of  them,  one  each  day. 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

FRED  WEINGARD,  Tionesta: 
Have  seen  foxes  destroying  young  birds  and  eggs. 

S.  H.  HASLET.  Tionesta: 

I  have  seen  where  foxes,  wildcats,  owls  and  hawks  have 
killed  poultry,  pheasants  and  rabbits. 

G.   S.   TURNER,   West  Hickory: 

Have  seen  in  the  woods  where  owls  have  eaten  rabbits. 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

JOE    CHALTON.    Wayfordsburg: 

Hawks  kill  young  turkeys,  pheasants  and  quail;  opossums 
suck  eggs. 

MRS.  P.  M.  COOK,  Webster  Mills: 

Minks  and  weasels  are  most  destructive  to  poultry;  hawks 
prey  on  song  birds.  By  the  use  of  hounds  we  keep  the  fox  at 
a  distance. 
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J  ERE.   SPROUI..   \AVlls  Tannery: 

1  have  seen  and  found  dead  plenty  uf  rahbiis.  pht-asanls. 
etc..  killed  by  hawks,  owls,  wildcats  and  foxts. 

DANIEL  E.  PORE,  McConnellsburg: 

Ciows.  hawks,  minks,  foxes  and  weasels  destroy  poultry, 
srame,  etc. 

PETER  KIRK.  Rig  Cove  Tannr^ry: 
Foxes,  hawks  and  minks  destroying  p»iullry,  same.  etc. 

M.   B.  HANKS.   Emmaville: 

Have  seen  rabbits  destroyed  by  minks,  owls  and  hawks, 
poultry  by  all  the  varmints:  song  birds  by  hawks  and  English 
Sparrow,  fish  by  Fish  Hawk. 

PETER  MORTON.   Pleasant   Ridge: 

I  have  frequently  seen  where  the  hoot  or  big  owls  have  killed 
rabbits,  and  the  fox  has.  to  my  personal  knowle<ige.  taken 
lambs,  poultry  and  pigs. 

GEORGE  LEHMAN,  Lashley: 

Ab'iut  twenty  of  our  old  hens  were  killed  last  year  by  large 
hawks:  our  neighbors  also  lost  h*- a\  ily   by   them. 

D.   W.  ORONNER,   Fort  Littleton: 
I  have  seen  foxes  destroy  poultry  and  birds. 

M.  L.  MOREBERG,  Wells  Tannery: 

Skunks  are  the  most  destructive  on  quails'  nests  and  poul- 
try; foxes  will  kill  a  turkey  on  her  nest;  wildcats  will  kill 
many  rabbits,  but  fhey  can  be  spared;  are  so  plentiful  as  to 
become  a  nuisance  to  the  farmer. 

W.  H.  PITTMAN,  Big  Cove  Tanneir: 

Large  hawks,  minks  and  foxes  are  very  destructive  to 
poultry,  game,  etc. 

W.  L.  McKIEBIN.  Buck  Valley: 

Many  cases  by  foxes,  wildcats,  skunks,  minks,  weasels,  owls 
and  hawks,  on  poultry,  game,  etc. 

PAYETTE  COUNTY. 

L.  D.  WOODFILL.  High  House: 

lour  game  is  stolen  when  you  are  away  from  home  or  busy 
at  work.    I  have  seen  the  hawks  carry  off  many  a  chick. 

D.  S.  RICHING,  Unlontown: 

I  have  had  a  great  many  chickens  and  turkeys  taken  by 
hawks,  owls  and  foxes. 

GEORGE  M.  BAILY,  Unlontown: 

I  have  often  found  quails  killed  by  hawks;  at  times  have 
scared  them  off. 
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JESSJS  O.  ALLEN,  Uniontown: 

Have  heard  from  relia'ble  sourceB  where  the  fox  a^nd  skunk 
have  destroyed  nosts  and  young:  of  both  game  and  domestic 
fowls. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 

SAMUEL  DUNLAP,  Mapletown: 

The  domestic  cat  destroys  a  wonderful  amount  of  young 
chickens,  young  birds  and  also   rabbits. 

H.   C.  SPITZNAQLE.   Brock: 
Weasels  and  hawks  destroying  poultry,  game,  etc. 

W.  W.  PARRY,  Higbee: 

I  consider  that  the  hawk  and  the  crow  are  the  most  de- 
structive to  the  song  birds,  and  the  red  fox  to  the  rabbit. 

C.  L.  H.  MESTSEZAT.  Mapletown: 

The  hawks,  foxes  and  weasels  kill  a  great  deal  of  game  here, 
especially  quail  and  rabbits. 

CHARLES   H.    CHURCH,   Waynesburg: 

I  have  often  found  remains  of  rabbits  in  snow  that  foxes  had 
killed,  and  oftentimes  I  have  discovered  quails'  feathers  when 
the  snow  remains  for  some  time,  and  have  occasionally  seen 
the  hawk  making  his  meal  ofT  the  game  bird. 

H.  U  HOGE,  Oak  Forest: 

All  species'  of  hawks  are  very  destructive  to  game,  poultry 
and  song  birds. 

G.  A.  BARCL»AY,  Carmichaels: 
Poxes  destroying  grame,  poultry,  etc. 

N.  H.  BIDDLE,  Carflnichaels: 
Poxes  destroy  the  quail,  etc. 

H.    C.    SAYERS,   JR.,    Waynesburg: 
Have  seen  chicken  hawk  catch  quail  and  small  chickens. 

J.   N.   SCOTT,    Khedive: 

Cases  too  numerous  to  mention  have  come  to  my  notice 
where  hawks  and  owls  have  taken  poultry. 

A.  L.  RICH.  Khedive: 
Snakes  kill  some  birds  and  foxes  destroy  our  poultry. 

ErtlNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

W.  N.  MILLER,  McAlevy'8  Ftort: 

Wildcats,  foxes,  hawks  and  sparrows,  on  poultry,  game 
anil  song  birds. 
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E.  B.  HARENEAME.  Norraoe: 

There  Is  a  great  deal  of  poultry  destroyed  by  th«»  wildcat, 
foxes,  hawks,  etc. 

D.   B.   WILSON,   and   Others.   Huntingdon: 

Have  known  skunks  to  steal  pheasants'  eggs;  have  seen 
hawks  catch  quail  and  other  birds:  havo  seen  the  homes  of 
owls  strewed  with  bones  and  feathers:  have  seen  turkoy  and 
pheasant  feathers  around  the  dens  of  foxes. 

J.  W.  MANO.  Warriors-   Mark: 

Song  birds  suffer  most  from  the  pigeon  hawk;  the  fox  is 
the  worst  destroyer  of  rabbits  and  small  game. " 

W.   H.   BOOTH,   Maddensville: 

I  found  the  nest  of  the  Great  Horned  Owl  by  observing  a  lot 
of  bones  under  the  tree — rabbit  bones  and  kinds  that  I  could 
not  distinguish. 

HON.  T.  O.  MILLIKRN,  Cornpropsts  Mills: 

I  have  seen  where  foxes  destroyed  rabbits  and  poultry  in 
daylight.  In  one  instaxM^e  a  mink  killed  nineteen  out  of  twenty- 
flve  full-grown  chickens  in  one  night:  have  lost  a  great  many 
chickens  by  them.  In  the  fall  we  cannot  let  full-grown 
chickens  roost  on  a  tree  on  account  of  the  large  owls.  I  have 
witnessed  on  many  occasions  the  small  hawk  we  call  chicken 
hawk  kill  and  carry  off  small  chickens.  Once  driving  along  the 
road  In  December  saw  hawk  (small)  kill  a  pullet  three-fourth 
slxe  and  eat  a  hol«^  In  It  before  I  came  up  to  It. 

D.  M.  SUMMERS.  Entriken: 
Foxes  killing  rabbits,  hawks  killing  |>oultry. 

T.  S.  YASHON,  Gorsuch: 

My  opinion  is  that  song  birds  are  destroyed  by  hawks;  my 
experience  is  that  we  lose  more  poultry  from  these  bird  depre- 
dations than  by  any  other  bird  or  mammal. 

HUNTINGDON  GUN  CLUB.  Huntingdon: 

We  regard  the  fox  as  the  most  destructive  animal  of  our 
game,  with  the  skunk  next;  hawks  and  owls  are  also  v<>ry 
destructive. 

WILLIAM  W.  STRYKER.  Petersburg: 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  hawks  and  owls  have  itilled  one-half 
of  my  partridges. 

G.  M.  DEIiL,  Mapleton  Depot: 

Rabbits  and  turkeys  destroyed  by  foxes,  poultry  and  song 
birds  by  hawks  and  owls. 

MILEiS  BECK,  Warrior's  Mark: 

Hawks,  minks,  foxes  and  skunks  are  the  most  desiruotlve 
to  poultry  and  game  birds. 

DAVID  MONG.  JR.,  Warriors  Mari<: 
Many    times    I    have   seen    rabbits   and    pheasants    killed    by 
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foxe8;    foxes,    minks,    weasels   are    very    hard    on    young    wihi 
turkeys,  pheasants  and  poultry. 

DR.  THOMAS  TOBIN,  Warriors  Mark: 

Last  May  a  pheasant  hawk  seized  a  youngr  chick  not  more 
than  twenty  feet  away  from  me.  I  ran  toward  It  and  yelled 
and  the  hawk  dropped  the  chick  after  it  had  raised  ten  or 
fifteen  feet;  in  many  instances  they  firet  away  with  them.  A 
few  years  ago  I  heard  a  noise  among  a  drove  of  chicks  in  a 
wheat  field.  I  ran  and  saw  a  weasel  catch  a  young  chick  by 
the  throat,  and  in  an  instant  it  was  dead.  I  sprang  among 
them;  they  were  trying  to  conceal  themselves;  the  weasel  run- 
ning about  my  feet  hunting  another  chick,  and  with  all  my 
striving  and  stamping  I  could  not  catch  It. 

INDIANA  COUNTY. 

JAMES   N.   STEWART.    Indiana: 

House  cat  killing  rabbits;  also  song  birds,  such  as  robins  and 
blue  birds. 

EVEN  LEWIS.  J.  C.  WELLS,  D.  D.  GOOD,  Smlcksburg: 
Hawks,  owls,  foxes  and  minks  destroying  poultry,  game,  etc. 

DAVID    BLAIR,    Indiana: 

The  house  cat  is  complained  of  considerably  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, and  the  fox  Is  destructive  to  poultry  and  game. 

K.  W.  WEHRLE,  Indiana: 

To  my  own  personal  knowledge,  I  know  of  one  tame  cat 
killing  upwards  of  one  dozen  wild  rabbits  this  year.  The  fox, 
hawk  and  owl  destroy  poultry,  game,  etc. 

KINTER   FRY,   Advance: 

Hawks*  owls,  skunks,  polecats  and  minks  are  a  menace  to 
poultry,  game,  etc. 

G.  W.  EDWARDS,  Davis: 

I  have  known  hawks,  owls,  foxes,  minks  and  weasels  to  de- 
stroy considerable  game  and  poultry;  have  known  the  crow 
and  blue  Jay  to  kill,  and  destroy  also,  the  nests  of  song  birds. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

CHARLES  A.  MORRIS,   Ollveburg: 

Pheasants  and  quail  are  destroyed  more  by  foxes,  wildcats 
and  skunks  than  any  other  source.  Song  birds  destroyed  by 
hawk  and  sparrow. 

IRA  PELT,  Brock  way  ville: 

I  have  on  two  different  occasions  last  December  (1896),  while 
hunting,  found  where  foxes  had  killed  and  eaten  pheasants. 

J.  O.  EDELBLTTTE,  Brook vllle: 

Can  go  out  any  day  on  the  snow  and  And  evidences  of  foxes 
killing  rabbits  and  grouse;  and  have  seen  quantities  of  grouse 
nests  robbed,  and  young  killed  by  skunks. 
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H.  V.  TRUMAx^,  BrookvlUe: 

The  spttrrow  hawk,  nifrht  hawk,  chicken  hawk,  fox,  musk 
rat,  weasel,  mink,  king-flsher,  wild  cat  and  pole-cat  are  the 
worst  depredators  on  poultry,  i^me,  etc. 

C.  H.  SHAWKEY.  Sigel: 

It  is  a  common  occurrence  to  see  pheasants,  rabbits*  blue 
birds,  robins  and  others  killed  by  owls,  foxes,  minks,  weasels, 
and  chicken  hawks. 

D.  D.  GROVES.  Brockwayville: 

A  good  deal  of  poultry  is  picked  up  by  skunks  and  foxes,  and 
the  farmers  and  all  the  sportsmen  around  here  favor  bounty 
on  game-destroying  animals. 

JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  D.  WALLS,  Peru  Mills: 

The  fox  and  wild  ca<  are  very  destructive  on  all  kinds  of 
game  in  the  mountains,  except  deer  and  bear;  weasels  and 
pole  cats  on  rabbits;  hawks  and  owls  on  rabbits,  pheasants 
and  quails. 

J.  T.  ROBINSON,  Waterloo: 

Pish  hawks,  other  hawks,  minks  and  foxes  on  fish,  poultry, 
game,  etc. 

HON.  WILLIAM  HERTZLER.  Port  Royal: 
Depredations  on  poultry,  game,  too  numerous  to  mention. 

WELLINGTON  SMITH.   Mifflintown: 
Mink,  polecat,  fox,  and  chicken  on  game,  poultry,  etc. 

DR.  AMOS  W.  SHELLY,  Port  Royal: 

I  know  of  game  and  poultry  being  destroyed  by  hawks, 
crows,  foxes,  skunks,  and  opossums. 

T.  S.  MOREHEAD,  E.  Waterford: 

Foxes,  skunks  and  minks  in  this  locality  are  destroying  wild 
turkeys  and  pheasants  when  hatching. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

E.  B.  KREADY,  Mountsvllle: 
Have  seen  chicken  hawks  after  partridges. 

G.  S.  FRANKLIN.  Lancaster: 

In  this  vicinity  there  is  absolutely  no  respect  paid  to  the  law 
against  shooting  insectivorous  birds.  I  have  even  seen  them 
exposed  for  sale  in  front  of  a  restaurant. 

DAVID  L.   DEEN,  Lancaster: 

I   know    of   several    cases   where    hawks    have   exterminated 
whole  flocks  of  quail  by  staying  around  their  feeding  grounds 
and  taking  one  at  a  time  until  the  whole  flock  was  destroyed. 
7-11 
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JOSEPH  H.  BLACK,  Columbia: 

There  are  three  kinds  of  small  sparrow  hawks  very  de- 
structive to  small  birds. 

H.  N.  HOWELL,  Lancaster: 

Cooper's  Hawk,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Goshawk.  Pigeon 
Hawk,  Duck  Hawk,  Great  Horned  Owl  and  Barred  Owl  upon 
poultry,  game,  etc. 

W.  H.  FENDRICK,  Columbia: 

Have  seen  instances  of  depredations  on  poultry,  game  and 
song  birds  too  numerous  to  mention. 

A.  W.  SPURUICO,  Lancaster: 

Saw  quail's  nest  and  female  bird  last  summer  evidently  de- 
stroyed by  a  hawk. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

CHARLES  W.  GRAMMES,  AUentown: 

I  have  often  seen  hawks  kill  pheasants  and  rabbits,  also 
seen  minks  kill  rabbits. 

O.  R.  B.  LEIDY,  AUentown: 
Personally  have  seen  hawks  destroy  game. 

LOUIS  N.  ELLENBOGER,  AUentown: 

Have  seen  quite  a  number  of  both  birds  and  fish  destroyed 
by  animals. 

A.  F.  HORNE.  AUentown: 

Robbing  of  nests  by  malicious  persons,  wanton  destruction 
by  disgusted  sportsmen  and  the  depredations  done  by  such 
animals  as  the  ferret,  weasel,  and  a  few  hawks. 

FRANK  B.  SAEGER,   AUentown: 

The  fox  has  killed  game  by  the  wholesale  on  the  Lehigh 
mountain,  such  as  rabbit,  quail  and  pheasant. 

JOHN  T.  WEILER,  AUentown: 

I  have  observed  that  hawks  follow  quail;  also  seen  where 
hawks  have  caught  rabbits. 

L.  B.  GBIGER,  Hoffman: 

The  mink,  weasel,  red  fox  and  opussum  sometimes.  Also 
hawks  and  crows  are  sometimes  seen  after  young  chickens. 

L.  L.  RON  BY,  AUentown: 
Saw  a  fox  have  a  pheasant  that  it  had  killed. 

L.  W.   MAZURIE.  Dillingersville: 

Fox  and  the  long-tailed  hawk  have  done  a  large  amount  of 
damage  here  to  quail,  grouse,  poultry,  etc. 

A.   D.  BERGER,   AUentown: 
Game  birds  by  hawks. 
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J.  B.  RHOADS.  Allentown: 

Last  fall  I  saw  chicken  hawk  catch  pheasant  and  a  weasel 
catch  a  rabbit. 

W.  M.   D.   MBARS»   Allentown: 
Hawk  devouring:  quail,  fox  devouring  pheasant. 

LEWIS  F.  GRAMMES.  Allentown: 

I  have  seen  hawks  destroy  chickens,  quail,  doves,  and  other 
small  birds  and  young  squirrels,  rabbits;  ducks  and  the  do- 
mestic cat  destroy  much  fish  and  game  in  our  county. 

H.  A.  GRAMMES,  Allentown: 

Weasels,  minks,  wildcats,  tame  cats,  and  ferrets  on  poultry. 
game,  etc. 

M.  G.  ROTHROCK,  Emaus: 

Saw  a  kite  and  chicken  hawk  kill  a  quail  and  a  red  fox  kill 
a  rabbit. 

E.  P.  MILLER,  Allentown: 
I  only  know  of  foxes  killing  rabbits. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

C.  B.  MILLER,  Nanticoke: 

I  have  come  across  a  number  of  places  where  hawks  and 
foxes  have  devoured  pheasants,  quail  and  rahbits  this  last 
open  season. 

JONATHAN  P.  LAUBACH,  Falrmount  Springs: 

Skunks,  weasels  and  crows  do  a  great  deal  of  damage  in 
robbing  hens'  nests  when  they  lay  out  away  from  buildings, 
and  also  pheasants*  nests.  The  weasel,  fox  and  mink  kill 
young  chickens  and  large  ones,  too.  Hawks  commit  many  dep- 
redations upon  poultry,  some  are  worse  than  others. 

H.  M.  BECK,  Wilkes-Barre: 
Grouse  and  quail  by  hawks,  weasels,  skunks  and  foxes. 

ELSWORTH  L.   RILEY.   Ashley: 

The  owls,  hawks,  crows,  foxes,  cats,  weasels  and  minks 
upon  poultry,  game,  etc. 

E.  DAN'A  SUTLIFF,  Bloomlngdale: 

Have  often  found  pheasants  that  had  been  killed  by  hawks, 
have  often  found  where  foxes  have  destroyed  rabbits;  one 
hunting  party  found  where  seven  had  been  killed  in  one  night 
by  these  animals. 

PAUL  A.  OLIVER,  Oliver's  Mills: 

Have  seen  weasel  tracking  and  following  rabbit;  fox  catching 
grouse  and  ralbblt;  hawk  prursuing  and  catching  domestic 
pigeons. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


100 

GEORGE  R.  WRIGHT,  WlUtea-Barre: 

Have  seen  foxes  catching-  Ruffed  Grouse  and  rabbits;  hawks 
catching  winged  grouse  and  quail;  skunlcs  catching  grouse  and 
weasels  rabbits. 

M.  B.  WESTCOTT,  Register: 

The  owl.  fox,  mink  and  weasel  destroy  rabbits,  pheasant 
and  poultry. 

W.  D.  FRITZ,  Huntingdon  Mills: 

I  have  tracked  weasels  when  they  killed  rabbits  and  have 
known  minks  to  kill  young  turkeys. 

F.  B.  PARK,  Fairmount  Springs: 

I  find  frequently  the  carcasses  of  rabbits  killed  by  weasels; 
have  often  found  where  rabbits,  pheasants  and  quail  had  been 
killed  by  foxes,  and  where  nests  had  been  robbed  by  skunks. 

LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

K.  H.  GRIER,  Oriole: 

Chicken  hawks,  skunks  and  foxes  destroying  game  and  poul- 
try'. 

GEORGE  D.  POST,  Wllllamsport: 

Foxes  and  skunks  are  quite  destructive  to  grouse  during 
nesting  time. 

C.  W.  YOUNGMAN,  Wllllamsport: 

On  Little  Pine  oreek  in  1895  was  a  section  teeming  with 
grouse;  It  burned  early  In  the  spring  of  1896  and  In  two  days 
time  was  burned  over,  and  hardly  a  bird  was  seen  and  they 
were  old  cocks. 

AUGUST  KOCH,  Wllllamsport: 

Grouse,  killed  by  foxes;  a  skunk  and  also  by  red-tailed 
hawks;  whole  coveys  of  quail,  In  winter,  by  fox;  nestings  of 
birds  taken  by  sharp-shinned  hawks,  crows,  crane  and  black 
bird. 

G.  W.  CLARK,  AVilliamsport: 

Foxes.  wea.sels.  skunks,  hawks,  owls  and  crows  destroying 
poultry,  game,  etc. 

C.  J.  DEWALT.  Moreland: 

1  have  had.  as  well  as  my  neighbors,  a  great  deal  oi  poultry 
killed  by  foxes,  minks,  weasels,  hawks  and  owls;  have  had 
poultry  killed  by  skunks;  have  seen  where  rabbits  and  pheas- 
ants have  been  destroyed  by  fox^s  and  minks  and  weasels 
by  tracking  them. 

HENRY   CODER,  Williamsport: 
Once  »aw  a  horned  owl  eating  a  pheasant. 

C.  W.  YOUNGMAN,  Williamsport: 

Have  seen  grrousc  picked  to  pieces  by  owls  and  torn  to  pieces 
by  foxefl, 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

ARCHIBALD   D.   DAVIS,   New  Castle: 
Have  seen  hawks  killing  poultr>*,  quail  and  song  blrrts. 

DAVID  HAMILTON,  Plain  Grove: 

A  longr-tailed  chicken  hawk  caught  a  quail  in  its  talons  in  an 
open  field  by  flying  over  it  and  taking  it  up  as  it  flew. 

WILLIAM   ALEXANDER  AND  OTHERS.  New  Castle: 
The   polecat    destroy   eggs   of  poultry,   game,   etc. 

W.  L.  McCONNELL,  New  Castle: 

Hawks  and  owls  are  the  only  birds  which  prey  on  our  game 
birds.  I  have  numbers  of  quail  killed  by  hawks;  one  Instance 
under  my  observation,  when  I  was  afield  my  dog  was  pointing 
a  covey  of  quail  and  before  I  could  flush  them»  a  hawk  swooped 
down  and  picking  a  bird  started  off  with  it.  Both  hawks  and 
owls  are  becoming  more  scarce  and  there  are  but  compara- 
tlvi^y  few  of  them  in  our  county. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

JOHN  G.  STAUPFER,  Palmyra: 
Hawks  destroy  quail  when  young. 

JOHN  S.  BRBNDLE,   Scheafferstown: 

I  have  frequently  noticed  feathers  of  game  and  song  birds 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  the  bones  near  to  theni.  showing  that 
they  were  killed  by  hawlcs;  have  seen  hawks  catching  quail, 
robins,  etc 

GEORGE  W.   ELLIS,  Jonestown: 
Hawks  and   foxes  destroying  poultry,   game.  etc. 

DR.  KREiMERER,  Lebanon: 

Have  seen  quail  destroyed  by  hawks  and  owls;  also  grou54e 
killed  by  foxes. 

P.  H.  REINHART,  Lebanon: 

Have  observed  foxes  destroying  pheasants  and  chickens; 
hawks  kill  partridges. 

THOMAS  T.  LEBE,  Shaefferstown: 
Rabbits  by  weasels  and  quail  by  hawks. 

E.  R.  ILLIO,  Mlllbach: 
I  know  of  chicken  hawks  killing  quail  and  thf  pheasant. 

JOHN  KISH  and  JOHN  H.  CILLY,  Lebanon: 
Hawks  killing  poultry,  game,  etc. 

J.   WESLEY   MAZURIE,    Lebanon: 

I  have  oftfen  while  hunting  come  across  remains  of  quail 
and  i>oultry  which  were  destroyed  by  owls  and  hawks. 
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JOHN  BEUSAN.   Lebanon: 
Have  seen  mink  and  foxes  kill  pheasants  and  partridges. 

LACKA.WANNA  COUNTY. 

W.  TURNER.  Spring  Brook:     " 

We  have  large  flres  here  that  extend  over  thousands  of 
acres  and  destroy  everything. 

M.  FOLEY.  Mount  Cobb: 

The  destruction  In  this  line  is  Incalculable. 

J.  F.  REYNOLDS,  Carbondale: 

I  have  seen  positive  evidence  of  where  rabbits  and  pheasants 
have   been   caught   and   killed   by  foxes. 

DR.  ISAIAH  F.  EVERHART,  Scran  ton: 

Poxes,  wildcats  and  hawks  destroy  a  large  amount  of 
grouse  and  rabbits;  have  frequently  found  when  hunting  where 
they  have  been  killed. 

J.  D.  MASON.  Scranton: 

Pigeon  hawks  catching  quails;  also  where  fox  or  wildcats 
have  eaten  grouse  in  the  woods. 

ZIBA  SCOTT,  Spring  Brook: 

Twice  this  winter  I  have  driven  the  Goshawk  off  of  pheas- 
ants; once  he  had  killed  it  and  eaten  it  about  half  up;  the  sec- 
ond time  the  hawk  came  over  me  and  I  let  the  pheasant  go 
and  shot  him. 

M.  FOLEY,  Mount  Cobb: 

I  have,  as  well  as  my  neighbors,  lost  ducks  and  chickens 
In  large  numbers  by  minks  and  skunks. 

W.  TURNER.  Spring  Brook: 
Wildcats  and  foxes  killing  poultry,  game.  etc. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 

J.   A.   HORNER,   New   Hamburg: 

Have  known  poultry,  game,  etc.,  to  be  destroyed  by  mink, 
weasel,  owl  and  hawk. 

LEANDER  OSBORNE,  Indian  Run: 
Weasel   destroying  game,   poultry,    etc. 

O.  T.  FETTERHOFF,  Greenville: 
Hawks  destroying  chickens. 

S.   STALLSMITH,   New  Lebanon: 

Poultry,  game,  etc..  destroyed  by  hawk,  owl,  mink  and 
weasel. 

C.  A.  JEW  ALL,  New  Lebanon: 
Blue  Jays  are   most   destructive   to  song   blrd«   and   poultry; 
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minks  and  weasels  destroy  rabbits  and  game  birds;  have  seen 
this  in  many  instances. 

W.  V.  MCDOUGAX.L.  Otter  Creelc: 
The  pigeon  hawks  kill  young  poultry  and  birds. 

JAMES  S.  KENNEDY.  Grove  City: 

Our  song  birds  have  no  enemy  as  bad  as  the  crow  robbing 
nests;  our  game  is  destroyed  by  mink,  weasel  and  homed  owl. 
The  greatest  enemy  of  one  of  the  best  game  birds  in  Amrica, 
our  woodcock,  is  the  telephone  and  telegraph  wires,  as  he  is 
a  night  flyer  and  a  night   feeder. 

C.  C.  McCONNELL,  Milledgeville: 
Minks  sometimes  kill  our  chickens. 

McKEAN  COUNTY. 

F.  K.  WINSHIP.  Annin  Creek: 

The  owl,  hawk,  crane,  crow,  wild  and  domestic  cats,  mink, 
skunk,  fox,  weasel,  coon.  English  Sparrow  and  Red  Squirrel 
destroy  poultry,  game.   etc. 

C.  W.  DICKINSON.   Norwich: 

I  know  personally  that  the  wildcat  kills  small  deer,  sheep 
and  partridges,  rabbits  and  all  birds  that  nest  on  the  ground: 
the  fox  destroys  all  the  above  except  deer  and  sheep,  but 
overreaches  on  poultry.  Hawks  and  owls  kill  rabbits  and  ail 
kinds  of  birds  known  here. 

BURDETTE  DICKINSON,   Colegrove: 

I  have  known  of  one  hundred  instances  where  hawks,  owls, 
wildcats,  foxes  and  weasels  have  killed  all  kinds  of  song  and 
game  birds,  game  and  flsh. 

D.  SIMPSON,  Turtle  Point: 

Skunks  and  hen  hawks  destroying  poultry,  and  wild  cats  de- 
stroying song  birds. 

JAMES  BIGGINS.  Eldred: 
Foxes,  weasels,  hawks,  minks  destroying  game,  poultry,  etc. 

J.  J.  McCAREY,  Turtle  Point: 
Hawks,  owls,  minks,   foxes  destroying  poultry,   game.   etc. 

A.  W.  COUEGROVE,   Smethport: 

Hawks,  especially  pigeon  or  sparrow,  have  an  eye  for  all 
kinds  of  feathers.  Have  seen  hundreds  of  instances  of  their 
depredations. 

H.  C.  BANCROFT.  Bradford: 

Pheasants  by  foxes  and  weasels;  any  kind  of  a  bird  or  fowl 
by  mink,  owls  and  hen  hawks. 

E.  H.  HARDEN.  Eldr«d: 

Fox  destroying  rabbits  and  grouse;  minks  destroying  rab- 
bits; hawks  and  owls  destroying  rabbits  and  grouse  and  song 
birds. 
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MIFFLIN  COUNT V. 

W.   M.   HEIMACH,   Newton   Hamilton: 
The  fox  Is  de«troying:  the  wild  turkey  in  this  vicinity. 

W.  T.  McEUEN,  Newton  Hamilton: 

Foxes,  hawks,  skunks,  weasels  and  owls  are  very  destructive 
on  poultry,  geime,  etc. 

C.   K.   SKULL.   Lewistown: 

Have  often  seen,  while  gunning:,  where  rabbits  and  grouse 
have  been  killed  by  foxes  and  hawks. 

S.  T.  MOORE.  Milroy: 

In  my  mountain  trips  I  often  see  where  foxes  have  killed  the 
turkey  and  pheasant  while   hatching  and   destroyed   the  nest. 

HON.  G.  H.  BELL.  Lewistown: 
Have  seen  foxes,  minks  and  weasels  destroying  poultry. 

JOHNSON    MUTHERSBAUGH.    Lewistown: 

I  had  been  tracking  a  rabbit,  and  suddenly  there  was  a 
small  scuffle  in  the  snow  that  proved  to  be  the  end  of 
"bunny" — with  the  owl  acting  as  the  exterminator.  1  have 
seen  a  hawk  chase  a  gray  squirrel  up  a  tree  and  catch  him 
as  he  returned  on  his  downward  trip.  Foxes  and  polecats 
destroy   the  neste  of  turkeys,   pheasants   and   partridges. 

SAMUEL  SIGLER,   Palntersvllle: 

I  am  informed  by  farmers  of  this  section  that  they  lose 
chickens  every  year  by  foxes  and  hawks;  also  know  of  game 
being  killed  by  same. 

T.  J.  NOVINGER,  Alfarata: 

Foxes  and  minks  are  the  principal  animals;  hawks  and  owls 
are  also  very  bad  among  poultry  and  game. 

DR.  S.  J.  BOYER,  Siglersville: 

Owl  killing  hare  at  night;  foxes  killing  pheasants  and  hens: 
hawks  killing  quail  and  robins. 

A.   T.   HAMILTON,   Lewistown: 
Have  seen  poultry   destroyed  by  minks. 

J.   P.   TAYLOR,    Reedsvllle: 
The  chicken  hawk  on  poultry  Is  the  worst 

DR.  D.  C.  NIPPLE.  Newton  Hamilton: 

I  believe  the  fox  destroys  more  game,  such  as  turkeys, 
pheasants,  quail,  rabbits,   than  all  the  sport.«<men  combined. 

ROBERT    FORGY,    McVeytown: 

Have  had  personal  observation  of  weasel,  mink  and  hawk 
destroying   poultry. 
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GEORGE   E.   CONNER,   Lewistown: 

Fox,  owl,  hawk,  mink  and  weasel  will  all  kill  poultry,  but 
I  think  while  they  ^do  that  they  also  kill  a  great  many  mice 
and  rats  that  would  do  harm. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

E.   E,   HOOKA,  JR.,  Mt.   Pocono: 

Ferrets,  foxes  and  skunks  have  frequently  killed  our  chick- 
ens. 

JAMES    M.    ALTEMORK.    Effort: 

Minks,  foxes,  catamounts,  flsh  hawks,  cranes  and  Green 
Heron  to  poultry,  g-ame,  etc. 

H.  T,  FRANKENFIELD,  Frutchey's: 

Hunting:  catamounts  and  foxes,  I  have  seen  where  they 
have  destroyed  grrouse,  quail  and  rabbits;  weasels  destroy  the 
same. 

DR.  J.  B.  SHAW.  Delaware  Water  Gap: 
Foxes  and  skunks  often  found  with  game  partly   eat-en. 

JOHN  M.   NEIR,   East   Stroudsburg: 
Snaring  birds  with  wire: 

L.   D.  EILENBERGER,  East  Stroudsburg: 

I  frequently  see,  from  their  tracks  in  the  snow,  where  foxes 
kill  pheasants. 

I.  SELDON  CASE,  Tobyhanna: 

I  could  give  number  of  instances  where  foxes  have  killed 
pheasants;  I  have  tracked  them  to  the  bird  and  found  Its 
bones  rennalnlng.    They  also  kill  poultry. 

JOSEPH  BROWN.  Canadensis: 

Hawks  and  owls  destroying  poultry:  the  weasel  is  the  worst 
little  animal  to  kill  rabbits  that  we  have. 

TOWNSEND   PRICE,    Canadensis: 

Wildcats  are  the  most  destructive  of  any  animal  in  this 
section,  killing  all  kinds  of  game,  and  poultry  In  large  quan- 
tities. 

J.  H.  GRAVES,  Delaware  Water  Gap: 
Foxes  kill  rabbits,  young  pheasants  and  quail. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

H.   S.    ROYER,   Pottstown: 
Have  known  hawks  to  clean  up  a  covey  of  quail  In  a  winter. 

WHARTON   HUBER,   Hoyt: 

Have   seen   several    Instances    where    the    Cooper's    Sharp- 
shinned  and  Duck  hawks  have  killed  birds  and  poultry,   but 
they  kill  more  vermin  than  anythinsr  else. 
7* -II 
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C.  H.  KOOKER.   Flourstown: 
Opossums. 

HON.  HORACE  W.  ESHBACK.  Pennsbury: 

Flock  of  quail  partially  destroyed,  when  fed  by  farmers 
during  winter,   by  hawks. 

JOSEPH  C.  SHOEMAKER.  Blue  Bell: 
Skunks  and  opossums  are  our  disturbers  of  poultry  at  night. 

MONTOUB  COUNTY. 

C.   W.   ECKMAN,   Howellville: 
Pigeon  hawks  and  nearly  all  hawks  destroy  poultry. 

J.   M.   FORRESTER,  Danville: 
Pigeon  hawks  after  poultry- 

WILUAM   T.    SPEISER.   Danville: 

Foxes  will  catch  rabbits,  quail,  pheasants  and  poultry; 
weasels  and  red  squirrels  will  rob  the  birds'  nests  while  hatch- 
ing. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

B.    FRANK    REDINGTON: 
Foxes,  minks  and  hawks  after  poultry,  game,  etc. 

THOMAS  RICHARDS,  Easton: 
Hawks  and  crows  destroy  birds'  nests. 

BASIL  G.  BRASSINGTON.   Easton: 

Have  seen  hounds  worrying  and  killing  young  rabbits  dur 
ing  the  summer. 

HARRY   C.  RANDOLPH.   Easton: 

Hawks  kill  a  great  number  of  quail  in  winter;  have  seen 
them  eating  them;  foxes,  minks  and  weasels  kill  pheasants 
and   rabbits. 

J.  L.  FULMER.  Easton: 

Hawks  kill  lots  of  quail  in  winter;  foxes,  minks  and  weasels 
kill  pheasants  and  rabbits.  Have  seen  places  where  hawks 
have  caught  and  eaten  quail. 

J.    E.   MESSINGER,    Stone   Church: 
Hawks,  foxes  and  tish  hawk  on  poultry  and  game. 

JONATHAN    PETERS,    Edelman's: 
By  skunks,  minks  and  weasels  destroying  poultry,  etc. 

T.  L  REIGEL,  Freemansburg: 
The   mink,   raccoon,  skunk  and   hawk  on  poultry,  game.  etc. 
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H.  A.  SANTRB,  Moorstown: 

The  hawks  and  owls  are  mean  enough  for  anything,  and  so 
is  the  mink  and  fox. 

J.  J.  EAIiER.  Morgan's  HUl: 

I  have  seen  chicken  hawks  catch  birds  and  partly  grown 
chickens.  In  my  chicken  house  a  year  ago  a  weasel  killed 
seven  ducks  about  one-third  grown.  In  one  night.  I  have  seen 
the  common  house  cat  kill»  on  many  occasions,  small  rabbits  In 
the  field. 

JOHN  C.  SNYDER.  Mlddaghs: 

Hawks,  large  owls,  foxes,  skunks,  opossums,  raccoons, 
minks  and  weasels  are  alike  destructive  to  poultry  and  game. 

E.  B.  MARKS,  Easton: 
An  everyday  occurrence. 

W.  G.  BERCAW,  Easton: 
Hawks  killing  poultry,  etc. 

JAMES  A.  HARPER,  Ackermanvllle: 

Red  squirrels  robbing  birds'  nests;  crows  robbing  nests  and 
skunks  robbing  quail,  pheasants'  nests,  etc. 

GEORGE  R.  GROINS,  Easton: 
Find  game,  etc.,  torn  to  pieces;  done  by  owls,  hawks  or  foxes. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

EZARIAH  YOCUM,  Bear  Gap: 

I  have  seen  where  rabbits  and  quail  have  l>een  killed  by  owls; 
saw  the  track  of  the  owl  in  the  snow. 

B.  B.  SMITH,  Shamokin: 

Have  known  gray  and  red  fox  to  destroy  eggs  and  young 
of  pheasant. 

J.  W.  BARTHOLOMEW,  Sunbury: 
Have  seen  hawks  strike  pheasants. 

S.   A.   PECK,  Northumberland: 

Hawks  do  us  more  harm  than  hunters,  as  they  hunt  con- 
tinually. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

E.  A,  SHEARER,  New  German  town: 

I  have  seen  at  the  entrance  to  a  fox  den  feathers  of  partridge, 
pheasant  and  wild  turkeys,  tame  turkeys,  chicken  feathers  and  fur 
of  rabbits.  In  this  community  foxes  have  become  so  bold  as 
to  come  to  the  farmer's  barn  for  chickens.  I  also  know  of 
wildcats  killing  the  tame  and  wild  turkeys  in  this  township. 

S.  A.  GUTSHAL.L,  New  Germantown: 

I  have  known  hawks,  owls  and  foxes  to  destroy  poultry  and 
song  bird?. 
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R.  M.  ALEXANDER,  D.  D.  S..  New  Bloomfleld- 

I  have  known  hawks  to  fall  upon  a  flock  of  quail  until  the 
last  one  was  gone.  Have  frequently  found  the  remains  of 
phoasantK  destroj^ied   by  foxes  and  other  animals. 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

G.    McKEAN,    Shohola: 

In  hunting*  I  saw  where  one  wildcat  cauffht  three  pheasants, 
and  in  going  one-half  mile  further  on  I  shot  him  with  one  In 
his   mouth. 

C.  P.  MOTT,  Milford: 

Had  fox  steal  wounded  grouse  from  before  me  before  1 
reached  it;  tracklnir  snow  told  the  story;  another  occasion 
knew  fox  to  catch  rabbit  that  was  being  run  by  dog;  dog  took 
up  the  fox  tracks  and  gave  him  a  long  run:  fox  did  not  give 
up  the  rabbit.  Knew  case  where  fox  running  before  hound 
caught  a  grouse  and  carried  It  to  hole;  know  cases  of  weasels 
destroying  eggs  In  nest  of  grouse. 

GEORGE    SAWYER,    Mill    Rift: 

Have  seen  In  snow  where  numerous  pheasants  or  Ruffed 
Grouse  have  been  caught  by  foxes;  rabbits  also  meet  the  same 
fate,  as  is  easily  seen  by  going  through  woods  after  a  light 
snow;  weasels  are  very  destructive  to  rabbits.  Have  frund 
hundreds  of  rabbits  that  had  been  killed  by  weasels. 

I.  W.  CHAMBERLAIN,   Rowland: 

Have  seen  that  a  great  many  song  birds  are  caught  by  the 
plgecn  hawk,  and  poultry  by  the  common  chicken  hawk. 

GEORGE    ANSLEY,    Paupac: 
Foxes  are  very  destructive  to  turkeys  and  chickens. 

CHARLES   L.    HELLER,   Bushklll: 

T  have  seen  the  feathers  where  foxes  have  destroyed  pheas- 
ants;  have  seen  in  the  snow  where  foxes  have  pursued  rabbits 
and  caught  them.  I  have  picked  up  both  pheasants  and  rabbits 
killed  by  weasels. 

R.  VAN  GORDAN,  Dingmans  Ferry: 

The  Wildcat  kills  more  birds  and  young  rabbits  than  all  ani- 
mals put  together. 

PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 

JOHN   C.    SHALLCROSS.   Frankford: 

On  our  farm  we  lost  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  young 
chlckent;  last  spring,  and  I  believe  it  was  done  by  one  weasel, 
as  no  more  were  killed  after  we  caught  him. 

HON    MAHLON  L  SAVAGE.  Frankford: 

Til  Luzerne  oounty  I  have  observed  that  the  Great  Horned 
Owl  is  very  destructive  to  Ruffed  Grouse,  and  In  York  county 
I  have  seen  where  Cooper's  and  Sharp-shinned  hawks  have  de- 
stroyed quail  and  poultry. 
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HORACE   ALBRIGHT,   Glrard   Building,   Philadelphia: 

I  have  seen  the  chicken  and  pigeon  hawks  catch  birds  of 
different  kinds. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

E.   O.   AUSTIN,   Aystln: 

I  havf:  known  owls  to  catch  pheasants  in  winter  tnows*: 
hawks  catch  poultry  and  song  birds;  rabbits  are  caught  by 
weasels  and  wildcats,  but  most  of  these  are  good  mousers, 
and  insects  and  larvae  are  their  principal  food,  with  snakes 
and  other  reptiles;  the  house  cat  eats  many  song  birds. 

F.  N.  NEWTON,  Shingle  House: 

Have  seen  several  instances  where  grouse  were  destroy<^d 
by  the  Cooper's  Hawk;  also  could  name  three  instances  where 
rabbits  were  killed  by  foxes. 

DR.  S.  A.  PHILLIPS,  Coudersport: 

Phettsants  and  woodcock,  destroyed  by  hawks,  owls,  wild- 
cats and  foxes. 

J.  S.  HULL,  Conrad: 

Have  seen  a  number  of  instances  where  partridges  have 
been  killed  by  owls  and  foxes. 

WILLIAM  ARNOLD,  Harrison  Valley: 
Skunk  and  weasel  catching  poultry,  etc. 

A.   S.   HECK,   Coudersport: 

Have  many  times  seen  places  where  Ruffed  Grouse  and  rab- 
bits have  been  killed  by  some  kind  of  animal. 

X.  M.  GLASSMIRE,  Coudersport: 

Have  seen  depredations  committed  by  Fish  Hawk  and  all 
kinds  of  hawks,  all  kinds  of  owls,  fox,  mink,  wildcat,  muskrat. 
'coon  and  bear. 

GEORGE   A.    FARNSWORTH,    Ulysses: 
Have  noticed  the  fox  destroying  young  rabblis. 

DR.  E.  H.  ASHCRAFT,  Coudersport: 

The  Sparrow  Hawk  kills  many  song  birds;  larg«»  hawks  take 
small  poultry. 

SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

J.  W.  AUMILLER.  Eagle's  Mere: 

I  have  had  as  high  as  forty  or  fifty  chickens  take»  in  one 
season   by   hawks. 

R.  W.  WRIGHT.  Eldredsville: 

I  had  eight  hens  killed  last  fall  by  mink;  have  had  hens 
killed  at  other  times  by  the  same  animal. 
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E.  S.  CHASE.  Eagle  B  Mere: 
Have   seen   Fish    Hawks   In   our  lake   killing  lake   trout   an.l 


FRANK  HANNAN.  ForksvUie: 

Have  had  seventeen  hens  killed  In  one  night  by  minks,  and 
many  times  six  to  eight  at  a  time;  foxes  are  death  on  rabbits 
and  pheasants;  owls  are  destructive. 

E.    J.    STURDEVANT.    Forksville: 

I  have  seen  foxes  with  pheasants,  rabbits  and  song  birds 
In  their  mouths;  hawks  kill  pheasants  and  gray  squirrels,  and 
skunks  all  kinds  of  song  birds. 

H.  B.  KILMER.  Shunk: 

Wildcats  kill  young  deer  and  rabbits;  foxes,  weasels  and 
minks  kill  rabbits,  pheasants  and  poultry. 

MAYNARD  J.  PHILIPS,  Muncy  Valley: 
Hawks,  weasels,  skunks,  owls  destroy  poultry,  game.  etc. 

FRANK  W.  BUCK,  Dushore: 

My  dog  retrieved  two  pheasants  last  season  in  less  than  one 
hour  that  a  hawk  had  killed,  full-grown  birds;  they  just  had 
the  back  part  of  the  head  eaten  away  and  were  still  warm. 

JOHN  CORCORAN,  Overton: 
Fish  hawks,  blue  hawks,  hen  hawks  and  foxes. 

CARL  F.  HESS,   Piatt: 
Hawks,  foxes  and  skunks,  destroying  poultry,  etc. 

J.   L.  NOAGLAND,  Lincoln  Falls: 
Have  seen  hawks  catching  poultry  many  times. 

H.  W.  OSLER,  Lincoln  Falls: 
Foxes,  minks,  wildcats,  destroying  game,   poultry,  etc. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  H.   BAKER.  Trent: 

Hawks  kill  pheasants  and  quail;  foxes  destroy  pheasants  and 
quail. 

H.  STEWART  BOUCHER,  Glade: 

In  traveling  through  woods  I  have  frequently  found  pheas- 
ants and  rabbits  that  had  been  killed  by  foxes  and  hawks. 

JEROME  STOFFO,  Jenners: 

Hawks  are  very  destructive  to  pheasants,  chickens  and 
small  birds,  as  all  our  farmers  will  testify. 

WILLIAM  ZREFALL  and  J.  P.  CASSELMAN.  Somerset: 

Chickens  and  rabbits  by  foxes,  minks,  and  skunks;  song 
birds  by  hawks. 
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J.   p.  BARCLAY,   Baker«vllle: 

Have  known  skunks,  weasels  and  minks  to  so  to  barns  and 
hen  coops  and  kill  poultry  until  caught  and  killed,  and  have 
known  foxes  to  catch  young:  lambs  and  carry  them  off. 

HAY  &  HAY.  Attorneys-at-Law.   Somerset: 

Pigeon  hawks  are  very  destructive  to  song  birds;  red  fox  is 
destructive  to  poultry. 

DR.  H.  D.  MOORE,  New  Lexington: 

I  see  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  destroy  song  birds  every 
summer.  Have  knowledge  of  much  poultry  being  de.:}troyed 
by  skunks  and  minks. 

JOSIAH  PILE,  Barronvale: 

The  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  owl  and  the  mink  have  destroyed 
poultry  to  my  knowledge. 

P.  K.  MOORE,  Trent: 

My  own  and  neighbors'  poultry  by  foxes,  skunks,  minks  and 
weasels. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

WILLLAM   D.  TURRBLL,   Birchardville: 
Poultry  by  skunks  and  foxes. 

JAS.  M.  KELLY,  Montrose: 

Have  seen  weasel  and  mink  kill  chickens,  yotlng  turkeys 
and  destroying  partridges'  nests.  Hawks  carry  oft  grouse 
while  fighting  for  their  young,  and  foxes'  habitations  filled 
with  skins  of  rabbits  and  grouse  feathers. 

W.   OSTERHOUT,    Harford: 

Many  instances  by  owls,  hawks,  foxes,  minks,  weasels  and 
wildcat  destroying  poultry,  game,  etc  (not  barn  owl.) 

H.  S.  ESTABROOK,  Harford: 

February  27.— Saw  to-day  where  an  owl  caught  a  rabbit  and 
ate  it,  but  Instances  are  too  numerous  to  especially  mention. 

G.  C.  HOWELL.  New  ISlilford: 
Have  found  game  birds  and  rabbits  killed  by  foxes  and  owls. 

A.  B.  BURNS,  Montrose: 
Foxes  and  owls  destroying  poultry,  game.  etc. 

JAMES  D.  MACK,  Lathrop: 
Poultry  destroyed  by  crows,  skunks  and  foxes. 

S.   S.  THOMAS,  Lynn: 

Have  observed  depredations  committed  by  foxes,  minks  and 
weasels;  other  predatory  animals  are  birds,  and  they  do  some 
good. 
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CHARLES  A.  MAIN,  South  Montrose: 
Mink,  weasel  and  skunk,  on  poultry,  game.  etc. 

J.  K.  BEEBE,  Montrose: 

Have  seen  plenty  of  cases  where  foxes,  minks,  weasels  and 
hawks  had  killed   and   eaten  partridges,   rabbits  and  poultry 

K.  M.  SAFPORD,  Montrose: 

Skunks  frequently  make  havoc  with  nests  and  young 
chicks;  hawks  and  owls  occasionally  talce  a  chicken,  but 
fanners  will  invent  their  own  means  to  drive  them  off, 
and  they  destroy  ten  mice  to  every  chick. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

J.  G.  SEILER,  Sellnsgrove: 

It  has  come  under  my  observation  where  the  skunk  had 
destroyed  whole  nests  full  of  pheasants*  eggs. 

M.    Z.    STEINNIOER,    Mlddleburgh: 

In  the  last  few  years  I  know  from  personal  observation  that 
quail,  whole  flocks,  from  fourteen  blrd.s  down,  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  hawks.  When  the  snow  comes  that  is  what  they 
seem  to  live  on.  Have  seen  where  rabbits  have  been  taken  up 
by  them,  by  the  tracks  in  the  snow,  could  see  where  the  wings 
struck  and  a  few  hairs  and  drops  of  blood. 

JOHN  P.  FISHER,   Lowell: 

This  sheet  is  not  large  enough  to  hold  all  personal  observa- 
tions and  instances  where  I  have  seen  where  game  and  poul- 
try have  been  destroyed  by  the  fox,  mink,  and  weasel,  all 
speices  of  hawks  and  ail  owls  (except  the  Bam  Owl).  A.s  you 
go  traveling  through  the  woods,  you  see  where  a  sly  fox  de- 
stroyed a  pheasant  or  a  rabbit;  a  little  further  on  another: 
here  and  there  in  the  fields  you  can  see  where  a  fox  has 
feasted  on  a  quail.  I  say  put  a  bounty  on  the  above  named 
and  rid  the  country  of  them  and  the  game  will  soon  increase. 

F.  J.  WAGENSELLER,  Sellnsgrove: 

Know  of  a  fox  catching  a  turkey  hen  on  her  nest  In  the  field 
and  carrying  her  off;  have  seen  their  tracks  in  the  snow 
where  they  caught  rabbits;  also  pheasants.  Saw  a  weasel 
once  catch  a  quail;  also  saw  ome  have  possession  of  a  full- 
grown  rabbit. 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

H.  D.  ROEDER.  Lock  Haven: 
Opossum,  hawks  and  owls  destroying  game,  poultry,  etc. 

H.  F.  DEIBERT,  Cressona: 

I  know  a  fox  to  have  killed  three  pheasants  and  seven  rab- 
bits in  one  night,  and  have  chased  him  for  four  years,  and  h*- 
is  still  at  liberty. 
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W.  L..  BRYANT.  Schuylkill  Haven: 
Have  found  flocks  of  partridgres  destroyed  by  foxes. 

P.  C.  PALMER.  Schuylkill: 

Frequently  have  noticed  where  foxes  have  killed  grrouse  and 
rabbits  in  the  snow;  have  noticed  many  cases  in  my  twenty 
years  of  shooting  experiences. 

WILLIAM  A.  COCKILL,  Lewellyn: 

Hawks,  minks,  weasels  and  foxes  have  to  live  365  days  in  the 
year  on  what  they  can  catch:  the  damage  they  do  is  evident. 
Have  seen  hawks  catch  chickens  and  pigeons,  song  and  game 
birds;  also  many  evidences  where  foxes,  minks  and  weasels 
caught  rabbits  in  the  snow. 

TIOOA  COUNTY. 

M.  V.  JACKSON.  East  Charleston: 
The  fox  gets  our  pheasants  and  the  skunk  our  poultry. 

(!.  H.  WATROUS,  Marshfleld: 

Have  seen  young  chickens  and  birds  taken  by  small  hawks; 
wilc'cats  and  foxes  take  many  hares  and  partridges. 

JAMES  VANDERGRIFT.  Stony  Fork: 

Pheasants  by  foxes;  minks  and  weasels  destroy  rabbits  and 
squirrels;  wildcats  catch  deer,  pheasant  and  rabbits;  raccoons 
kill  young  game. 

A.  B.  DOAN,  Uttle  Marsh: 
Hawks,  owls  and  weasels  destroying  poultry,  game,  etc. 

F.  C.  FIELD,  Balsam: 

I  believe  nearly  all  the  owls  and  hawks  will  at  times  attack 
birds  and  small  game,  but  they  do  more  good  than  harm  by 
catching  mice. 

F.  B.  SMITH.  Tioga: 

Fall  of  1S9«,  know  of  two  Ruffed  Grouse,  full  grown,  killed  by 
foxes 

W.  C.  BABCOCK,  Blossburg: 

The  destruction  caused  by  the  fox,  mink,  skunk  and  weapel 
are   too   common. 

C.  E.  GRAHAM,  Lorenton: 

Foxes,  minks,  skunks,  hawks,  owls  destroying  poultry  and 
game. 

J.  M.  WHITCOMB,  Ogdensburg: 
Skunk,  fox  and  coon,  on  game,  poultry,  etc. 

W.  W-  SEAMAN,  Nauvoo: 
Many  instances  to  poultry,  game,  etc. 
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D.  THOMPSON,  Wellsboro: 
Hawks  are  the  most  destructive  to  poultry,  same,  etc. 

C.  A.  KENNEDY,   Morris: 

In  May,  1896,  I  was  going  up  Long  Run  on  tlie  log  train, 
when  I  saw  a  fox  not  ten  feet  from  the  traclc  Jump  into  a 
brush  heap,  and  when  he  raised  up  he  had  a  partridge  in  his 
mouth.  Upon  investigation  I  found  a  ne«t  with  twelve  eggs 
in  it,  and  have  often  seen  in  the  woods  where  foxes  and  cata- 
mounts have  caught  partridges  and  rabbits. 

W.  WAONER,  Academy  Comers: 

I  have  seen  hawks  kill  song  birda;  one  species.  1  think  the 
long-tailed  chicken  hawk,   destroys   the  young   partridges. 

W.  E.  CAMPAIGN,  Wellsboro: 

Have  eeen  hawks  catch  song  birds,  and  have  seen  in  snow 
where  foxes  caught  grouse. 

W.  WAGNER.  Academy  Comers: 

In  the  sumsner  of  1S94  a  Are  burned  about  three  thousand 
acres  of  land.  This  destroyed  the  game  in  that  section.  It  was 
caused  by  a  man  burning  a  yellow  jacket's  nest  It  destroyed 
several  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

H.  C.  DORWORTH,  Oil  City: 

The  foxes  In  this  nei^rhborhood  are  the  greatest  enemies  of 
the  grouse.  I  saw  where,  during  a  period  of  four  weeks, 
eight  grouse  had  been  caught  and  eaten  by  the  same  old  fox 
in  one  copse  of  about  one  hundred  acres.  I  tracked  him  to 
his  hole  and  tried  to  shoot  him  at  different  times;  he  was 
Anally  killed.  This  waa  very  near  Oil  City.  If  the  other  foxes 
do  as  well  on  full-grown  birds,  you  can  imagine  what  they 
can  do  on  young  birds  in  the  early  summer.  Tou  cannot  go 
a  mile  from  here  without  crossing  fox  tracks. 

R.  G.  LAMBERTON,  Oil  City: 

Frequently  find  the  remains  of  grouse  and  rabbits  partly 
eaten  by  foxes  and  chicken  hawks. 

JOHN  A.  WILSON,  Franklin: 

Have  shot  a  number  of  hawks,  and  each  one  was  Just  at  a 
meal  of  grouse. 

WABBEN  COUNTY. 

AL.  AliBAUOH,  Tldloute: 

Wecuiel6,  minks,  foxes,  polecats,  hawks,  owls  and  raccoons 
destroying  poultry,  game,  etc. 

ELI  S.  KELLER,  Warren: 

I  find  in  my  hunting  that  minks,  weasels,  foxes,  wildcats, 
owls  and  hawks  are  very  destructive. 
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J.  H.  WILKINS,  Cherry  Grove: 
Hawks,  skunks,   'coons  and   weasels   destroying  poultry,   ^'tc. 

P.  F.  WEILJ>,  Suirar  Grove: 

Rabbits  killed  by  fox  and  mink,  poultry  by  kawks.  brooding 
partridges  greatly  pestered  by   foxes. 

H.  B.  BLANDIXG.  Barnes: 

I  have  known  of  red  squirrels  taking  small  birdB,  skunks  will 
take  eggs  from  under  a  pheasant,  and  sometimes  the  pheasant, 
too;  owls  killed  four  of  my  hens  In  one  night,  and  a  Bfeunk 
took  ten  young  chicks  of  mine  in  one  night  also. 

W.  S.  PEIRCE.  Warren: 

Frequently  see  during  the  early  snow  in  the  winter  a  bunch 
of  grouse  feathers  on  the  snow  with  fox  or  wiklcat  tracks  lead- 
ing from  them;  eggs  broken  In  the  spring  with  the  odor  of  the 
skunk  still  about  the  nest. 

RICHARD  B.   STEWART,  Wanren: 

Hawks  killing  young  grouse  and  rabbits;  foxes  and  wildcats 
leave  nothing  but  the  feathers. 

W.  P.  HUNTER,  Warren: 
Hen  hawks  and  flsh  hawks  destroying  game,  poultry,  etc. 

T.  J.  H.  IRWIN,  Warren: 
Poultry  by  owls  and  hawks. 

B.  I>.  ErVESRTS,  Corydon: 

liafit  fall  I  shot  two  fish  hawks  in  the  act  of  taking  flsh.  I 
also  shot  about  twelve  kingfishers. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

NORWOOD  JOHNSTON.  Canonsbitrg: 

To  see  a  hawk  in  this  county  is  a  sure  sign  that  there  Is  a 
covey  of  quail  in  the  vicinity. 

CHARLES  G.  McILVAINE.  Monongahela: 

Fox.  hawk  and  owl  are  very  destructive  to  quail,  pheasant 
and  rabbit.  I  have  found  feathers  and  tracks,  and  observed 
where  large  numbers  of  quail  had  been  destroyed.  The  salt 
and  sulphur  water  from  mines  hurt  the  flsh. 

J.  T.  PARKINSON.  Spa,rta: 

I  believe  the  telephone  and  telegraph  wires  destroy  more 
song  birds  than  any  other  cause. 

GEORGE  MONTGOMERY,  Washington: 

The  oil  industry  has  been  the  cause  of  killing  moat  of  our 
flsh  in  this  section. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY. 

T.   C.   MADDEN.   Newfoundland: 

Chicken  hawk,  fox,  mink  and  polecat  destroyingr  poultry, 
game,   etc. 

GEORGE   M.  DAY,   Dy berry: 

Mink  in  former  years  was  very  destructive  to  poultry,  wild- 
cats very  destructive  to  rabbits;  no  personal  loss  in  past  two 
years.  Higher  prices  for  minks'  fur  have  reduced  their  num- 
ber to  a  minimum;  wfldcat  fur  very  low.  twenty  to  fifty  cents, 
and  they  may  increase  in  number  unless  bounty  is  raised. 

TUNIS  SMITH.  Soutli  Slerllngr: 

Have  seen  where  pheasants,  rabbits  and  birds  have  been 
killed  by  cats,  foxes,  skunks,  minks  and  hawks. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

S.  V.  SPROUL,  Derry  Station: 

Can  give  information  to  quail  killed  by  minks;  have  seen 
many  cases. 

G.  B.  STRIPE.  Bradenville: 
Mostly  by  boys  and  foreigners. 

J.   B.   FRY,  Welty: 

Rabbits  killed  by  weasels  ajid  owls;  poultry  by  weasels,  and 
rabbits  by  polecates;  song  birds  by  hawks  and  English  spar- 
rows. 

A.   B.    HABERLIN,   Lycippus: 

I  have  seen  many  rabbits  killed  by  the  night  owl,  many 
young  birds  killed  by  the  crows,  and  nests  and  eggs  de- 
stroyed; have  seen  many  killed  by  fox  and  mink. 

R.  H.  BUSH,  Paulton: 

Have  seen  hawks  and  foxes  carry  off  young  chickens  and 
kill  old  ones. 

J.   F.  HANGER,   Donegal: 

I  have  seen  game  fish,  poultry  and  song  birds  destroyed  by 
the  pigeon  and  chicken  hawk,  owl.  fox,  mink  and  weasel. 

JOHN  T.  WOODS.  ESQ.,  Greensburg: 

Have  oflen  seen  the  evidences  of  pheasants  and  quail  de- 
stroyed by   hawks. 

W.  P.  DIXON.  lavermore: 
Hawks,  owls  and^  foxes  destroying  game,   poultry,   etc. 

HON.  J.  C.  CAMPBELL.  Derry  Station: 

I  find  the  mink,  weasel  and  the  domestic  cat  are  very  de- 
structive of  rabbits,  pheasants  and  quail  when  young. 
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JOS.  M.  CAHN.  Derry: 

I  have  8«€n  chicken  hawks  kill  quail  and  frequent  cases 
where  foxed  have  killed  pheasants. 

GEORGE  F.  AUSTRAW.  Millwood: 
Polecat,  mink,  weasel  and  fox  destroying  grame,  poultry,  etc. 

HON.  AMOS  TROUT.  Armhurst: 

Hawks  and  owls  kill  birds  often  in  hard  winters;  the  worst 
enemy  to  flsh  is  the  seine. 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 

HENRY  YOUNG.  Centremoreland: 

Foxes  destroy  more  poultry,  rabbits  and  pheasants  than  are 
sent   to  market. 

O.  O.  BARNES.  Lovelton: 

Cannot  raise  ducks,  greese  or  turkeys  where  I  live:  lose  at 
least  half  our  chickens;  hawks  take  the  chicks,  and  owls, 
minks,  wildcats  and  raccoons  take  the  birds  when  large 
enough  to  roam  the  fields  and  woodlands.  I  lose  twenty-five 
to  fifty  young  chicks  every  year,  and  have  lost  as  high  as 
thirty  two-thirds  grown  turkeys  in  one  season  by  minks,  owls 
and  'coons. 

C.  A.  OTTER,  Bellasylva: 

I  have  often  seen  hawks  catch  birds,  and  I  saw  an  owl 
catch  a  large  squirrel  on  a  birch  tree  at  midday. 

T.    D.    SCHANTZ,    Ricketts: 
Have  seen  fox  have  a  white  rabbit. 

E.  D.  ROBINSON.  Forkston: 

Saw  tracks  in  snow  where  a  wildcat  caught  one  of  my  sheep; 
saw  weasel  killing  poultry;  saw  were  mink  killed  poultry 
and  rabbits.  Have  frequently  seen  hawks  carrying  off  poultry: 
owls  are  sure  to  get  some  of  my  poultry  if  they  roost  in  the 
trees. 

J.   T.   KETCH  LEDGE.   Tunkhannock: 

The  hawk,  owl  and  fox  are  very  destructive  to  every  kind  of 
game  and  fish,  and  also  to  poultry  and  song  birds. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

J.  G.  PATTERSON.  Stewartstown: 

I  have  had  eighty  chickens  killed  by  minks  in  tw(»  t*uc- 
eessive  nights;  also  eighteen  young  goslings  In  one  night  by 
minks,  and  many  young  ducks.  Many  of  my  neighbors  have 
suffered  from  the  depredations  of  minks,  weasels,  foxes  and 
skunks. 

CHARLES   INKS.   York. 
Have   personal   knowledge   of   hawks   killing   a   whole   covey 
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of  quail  during  winter  months,  auv     lear  such  reports  from  all 
over  country. 

HON.  GERARD  C.  BROWN,  Yorkana: 

The  crow.  jay.  polecat  and  'possum;  also  the  blacksnake  eat 
the  eggB  of  birds;  the  hawk,  weasel,  fox  and  some  owls  eat 
the  birds. 

A.  C.  KRUEGER,  WrlKhtsvllle: 

The  so-called  picreon  hawk  has  come  under  my  notice  on 
several  occasions  as  a  poultry  destroyer. 

W.  H.  BURNHAM.  York: 
Quail  by  hawk. 

MARSHALL.  F.  JONES,  Slate  HUl: 

I  often  see  the  carcases  of  rabbits  and  the  remains  of  the 
nest  of  quail,  with  eggs  strewn  around,  which,  in  nine-tenths 
of  the  cases,  was  done  without  a  doubt  by  the  worthless  cur 
dogs  which  infest  this  community. 


WHAT  FARMERS  SAY  OP  THE  GROW. 


In  reply  to  the  question,  "Do  crows  commit  serious  damacre 
to  poultry  in  your  locality  by  steallner  eggs  and  catching  the 
youngr  of  domestic  fowls?"  answers  were  received  as  follows: 

ADAMS  COUNTY. 

DR.    C.    E.    GOLJ>SBOROUGH,   Hunterstown: 

Yes,  thfty  are  the  most  destructive  of  all  birds,  and  cause 
more  loss  than  all  the  other  birds  and  animals  combined. 
They  are  more  audacious  than  hawks,  and  by  hatchinir  in  our 
woods,  "are  always  with  us." 

PETER  THORN,  Gettysburfir: 
Yes. 

E.   MORRIS   BUSHMAN.   Gettysburjr: 

Yes,  they  are  very  l>old  while  raising  their  young;  after 
that  they  cause  no  trouble. 

L.  W.  LIGHTY.  East  Berlin: 

No.  I  was  largely  in  the  poultry  business  for  years,  and  the 
crow  never  did  any  damage  to  me  worth  mentioning.  They 
are  useful  birds  to  the  farmers.  Of  this  I  am  sure  from  ob- 
servations. 
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ROBEUIT  H.  crRRENS.  Gettysburg: 
Tcs. 

AARON  J.  WEIDNER.  Ar«ndtSYille: 
No  Berious  djiinac«:  th«y  often  carry  off  little  chicks. 

C.   L.  liONGSDORF.  Flora  Dale: 

Not  where  the  poultry  is  properly  cared  for.  Crows  and 
blackbirds  are  destroyed  only  by  persons  who  are  too  ignorant 
to  recognize  their  frienda 

W.  H,  BLJICK.  Flora  Dale: 

Crows  commit  some  damages  as  indicated,  but  when  we  Ort* 
some  blank  shots  when  they  appear  too  audacious,  tbey  keep 
off  and  are  little  trouble  thereafter. 

THEO.  MCALLISTER,  Barlow: 

The  crow  is  one  of  the  worst  enemies  to  pr*>fi table  poultry 
Industry;  they  steal  eggs  and  also  youns  chicks. 

R.  WILLIAM  BREAM.  Gettysburg: 
Tes;  most  emphatically. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

HON.  JAS.  M.  B.  ROBB.  Oakdale: 
No. 

J.  S,  KEEFER,   Braddock: 

No  ;  it  is  a  rare  si^t  to  see  a  crow.  1  do  not  think  1  hav*.- 
seen  one  this  spring. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

W.   R,   RAMALEY,   Cochran's  Mills: 

Yes,  but  I  think  the  good  they  do  will  overbalance  the 
harm. 

W.  M.  JACKSON.  Kittanning: 
Not  much. 

JACOB    FISHEB.    Atwood: 

Some  times  they  steal  a  few  eggs  and  pull  a  little  corn,  yet 
I  think  they  are  of  benefit  to  the  farmer  by  gathering  worms 
and  larvae  that  destroy  our  crops  and  small  fruit. 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

HON.   IRA  MANSFIELD.    Beaver: 
Yes,  very  llmitetl. 

BRADFORD  <  OUNTY. 

J.  W.  KETCHAM.  Minnequa: 

No. 
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A.  T.  LJLLEY,  LeRoy: 
No. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

GKORGE  M.  PATTERSON,  Williamsburg: 
Very  much. 

FRED.  JAEKEL,  HolUdaysburg: 
No. 

HENRY  S.  WERTZ.  DuncanviUe: 

I  have  known  them  to  carry  away  hens'  ef^Ks  and  young 
chlckB. 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

OLIVER  D.  SCHOCK,  Hamburg: 

The  aggregate  loss  Is  not  heavy.  Years  ago  the  loss  was 
much  greater. 

FRED.  B.  HOSSLER,  Hamburg: 
Yes.  but  at  the  same  time  feed  on  grubs  . 

GEORGE  D.  FAHRENBACH,  West  Reading: 

They  destroy  all  the  eggs  In  nests  outside  of  building  and 
catch  young  poultry. 

JAMES  McGOWAN,  Geiger's  Mills: 

Yes,  they  do;  also  many  a  farmer  loses  a  corn  crop  by  the 
crows  pulling  the  corn  out  about. the  time  It  comes  up;  they 
are  getting  too  plenty. 

A.  M.  YOUNG,  Womelsdorf: 
They  do. 

FRANK  B.  BROWJJ,  West  Leesport: 

Only  with  farmers  or  poultry  raisers  living  near  the  Blue 
Mountains,  or  near  some  forest.  In  rare  cases*  isolated  farms 
that  are  not  near  a  woods  are  troubled  in  this  way. 

R.  W.  SCHKRER,  Manatawny: 
No. 

A.  H.  ADAMS,  Jacksonwald: 
Yes. 

HENRY  A.  MILLER,  Shoemakersville: 
Yes.  especially  eating  eggs  and  catching  young  chicks. 

M.  D.  HUNTER,   Stony  Creek  Mills: 
No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

CYRUS  T.  FOX.  Reading: 

They  are  .somewhat  destructive,  but  compensate  therefore 
by   devouring  Insect   pests. 
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CHARLES  AMMAHELL.  Reading: 
They  do  not. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

J.   W.    SMITH.    Yellow   Creek: 

Very  little;  the  most  trouble  we  have  with   them  Is  pulling 
up  the  younsT  corn. 

DAVID   HOLDERBAUM.    Bedford: 
Not  serious. 

C.  J.  POTTS,  Bedford: 
Yes. 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

HON.  EASTBURN  REEDER,  New  Hope: 

Crows  are  quite  troublesome  at  times,  stealing  earers,  eating; 
young  chickens  and  pulling  up  com. 

JAMES  L,  BRANSON,  Langhorne: 
Not  much. 

H.  W.  COMFORT,   Falsington: 
Crows  annually  destroy  many  young  chickens. 

ASHER  MATTISON.  New  Hope: 
No. 

LOUISE  D.  BAGGS.  Bristol: 
No. 

HARRY  E.  GRIM,  Perkasle: 
No. 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

SAMUEL  HALL,   McGees  Mills: 

Crows  do  no  harm  to  poultry  in  this  county;  the  worst  harm 
they  do  is  to  com  and  grain  fields. 

W.  S.    GREENE.   DuBois: 

I  have  never  known   them  to  do  so;  crows  are  apparently 
becoming  scarcer  year  after  year. 

HARRISON   STRAW.   Kerrmoor: 
The  crows  carry  off  a  few  chickens,  but  not  many. 

FRANK  G.  HARRIS.  Clearfield: 
Yes. 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

O.  T.  WELLS.   Rockport: 
About  the  only  damage  crows  do  in  this  locality  is  In  corn 
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Aelds;  in  the  spring  tliey  pull  up  the  corn  and  in  the  fall  they 
destroy  a  great  deal  before  it  is  harvested,  and  my  opinion  is 
they  do  more  damage  than  they  do  good. 

E.  BAUER,  East  Mauch  Chunk: 
No. 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

FRANCIS  JACOBS,  West  Chester: 

Yes,  they  are  a  direct  enemy  to  the  farmer,  damaging  th*» 
com  crops  to  a  great  extent,  and  should  be  exterminated. 

ALPJXANDER    HODGSON,    Cochranville: 

It  occasionally  takes  eggs;  they  are  decent  birds  compared 
with   the   sparrow. 

JOSIAH  HOOPBS,  West  Chester: 

Yes,  far  more  damage  than  all  the  hawks,  and  yet  he  Is  ex- 
ceedingly beneficial  to  the  farmer. 

JOHN  H.  HICKS.  Avondale: 

The  crow  will  take  the  eggs  of  any  fowl  that  don't  have  a 
protected  nest  away  from  buildings,  and  will  carry  off  a  good 
sized  young  chicken,  turkey,  etc. 

W.  H.  BRINTON.  Atglen: 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  the  crow  does  little  damage, 
except  in  fields  of  corn  that  are  late  l>elng  harvested. 

JOHN  L.  BALDERSTON,  Kennett  Square: 
They  do  much  damage  in  this  way. 

EDWARD  NORRIS,   West  Chester: 

Yes,  they  do;  they  are  great  robbers,  of  more  than  ordinary 
cunning,  and  will  steal  the  eggs  and  young  of  nearly  all  birds 
as  well  as  poultry.  They  are  particularly  hard  on  guinea 
fowls  who  have  stolen  their  nests  away  from  the  barn  build- 
ings. 

JOS.  S.  WALTON,  Erclldoun: 
No. 

HARRY  WILSON,  Gum  Tree: 

Yes,  much  damage  to  turkeys  and  guinea  fowl  raisers.  Have 
seen  crow  sit  on  stake  of  worm  fence  and  wait  for  turkey 
hen  to  lay,  and  to  follow  guinea  fowls  about  until  laying  time 
to  ascertain  the  location  of  nest,  and  as  they  cannot  break  a 
guinea  egg  with  bill,  they  catch  it  in  claws,  fly  up  and  drop 
It  on  fence  or  hard  ground  to  break  it.  Have  seen  crows 
eat  four  young  chickens  in  succession;  they  are  very  bold  and 
rapacious. 

SAMUEL  MARSHALL.   West  Chester: 

Carry  off  a  few  young  chickens  and  an  occasional  egg  from 
nests  in  field,   etc. 
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AUGUSTUS   BROSIUS.    Avondale: 
Only  occasionally  does  damage  of  this  kind  occur. 

E.  INGRAM.  West  Chester: 

Sometimes  a  pair  of  crows  having  a  nest  near  are  trouble- 
some to  young  chickens,  but  they  readily  fall  a  victim  to  a 
poisoned  egg. 

WILLIAM  H.  SHARPLESS,  West  Chester: 
They  do  «ot. 

R.   F.   COCHRAN.    CochranvlUe: 
Yes. 

J.  HIBBERD  BARTRAM.  Milltown: 

They  do  considerable  damage,  particularly  In  catching  young 
poultry;  have  lost  several  this  spring,  but  have  shot  some  of 
the  crows. 

S.  E.  PASCHALL,  West  Chester: 
No;  some  complaints,  but  not  many. 

ADDISON  L.  JONES.  Principal  West  Chester  High   School: 
No. 

I.  FRANK  CHANDLER.  Toughkenamon : 

They  take  eggs  when  laid  from  the  buildings  and  destroy 
young   poultry. 

FRANK  L.  BURNS.  Berwyn: 

Not  when  properly  looked  after;  when  nesting  in  the  open 
or  wandering  wUh  small  young  in  or  near  woods,  it  is  a  com- 
mon occurrence  to  lose  eggs  and  young  frequently,  but  it  is 
not  always  traceable  to  crows. 

THOMAS  SHARPLESS,  West  Chester: 

Crows  seldom  molest  my  poultry,  but  are  quite  destructive 
to  our  native  song  birds  by  stealing  the  eggs  from  the  nests. 

DR.  JOHN  R.  EVERHART.  West  Chester: 

Have  known  crows  to  cajtch  small  chickens;  also  to  take  the 
eggs   of  other   birds. 

H.  F.   LEISTER,   Superintendent  of  Schools,   Phoenlxvllle: 
Yes. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

W.  A  .SNYDER,  Salona: 
Rarely. 

B.  F.  FLETCHER.   Lock  Haven: 

No;  they  do  not  come  into  town,  hut  in  the  country  they 
steal  eggs  when  possible. 
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DAVID  MA  PES,   Beech  Creek: 

CrowB  have  tak^.n  not  less  than  fifty  chickens  from  us  this 
season,  and  two-thirds  of  the  first  laying  of  eggs  from  eight 
turkeys,  six  or  seven  dqzen,  and  several  young  turkeys,  besides 
pulling  up  corn  to  the  amount  of  nearly  an  acre,  which  had  to 
be  replanted. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

WILLIAM   H.    MILLER,    Secretar>-     I^gan     Grange*    No.     100. 

Bellefonte: 

They  get  away  with  all  the  eggs  they  can  find,  but  do  not 
interfere  with  the  chicks.  When  my  seed  com  is  coming  out 
of  the  ground  (I  sow  com  along  the  fences  In  the  corn  field), 
then  they  hunt  for  the  cut  worm  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
planted  com. 

CLARION  COUNTY. 

FRANK  KELL,  Kingsvllle: 

They  are  somewhat  addicted  to  catching  young  chickens 
and  stealing  eggs;  are  more  shy  Chan  the  hawk. 

A.  G.  DAVIS,  Clarion: 
No. 

ED.    M.   McEUTIRE.   Frampton: 
They   do   not. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

DR.  I.  MANCHER,  Carrollton: 
No. 

W.  R.  THOMPSON,  Ebensburg: 
No;  not  to  any  extent. 

LEIGHTON   ROWLAND.   Vetera:    . 
No. 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

HARRY  C.  KIRKPATRICK,  MeadvlUe: 

Live  In  town,  so  have  not  seen  them.*  but  that  they  do  some- 
times. I  know  to  be  a  fact,  being  told  by  farmers,  and  I  have 
seen  them  destroying  the  nests  and  eggs  and  eating  the  young 
of  wild  birds. 

JAMES  TURNER.  Meadvllle: 
No. 

MRS.  J.  R.  HEAD.  Saegeratown: 
They   do   not. 
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J.  M.  BIDDLE,  Saeererstown: 

To  no  great  amount;  think  they  do  as  much  good  as  harr 
in  catching  mice  and  grasshoppers. 

W.   H.   SEWARD,   Rundells: 
No. 

A.   A.   GALi.UP,   Dicksonburg: 
No. 

GEORGE   T.   WRIGHT,    Meadviile: 

Have  never  known  a  crow  to  molest  poultry.  Formerly 
they  were  considered  pests,  but  they  have  ceased  to  trouble 
poultry  raisers  In  this  immediate  vicinity. 

GEORGE  SPITLER,  Moslertown: 
Not  much,  only  on  small  birds. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

PROF.  J.  P.  WELSH,  Bloomsburg: 

Not  serious.  They  do  steal  some  eggs  and  chicks;  have  no- 
ticed they  are  very  likely  to  steal  turkey  eggs,  as  turkeys  nest 
away  from  buildings. 

HON.  EDWARD  M.  TEWKSBURY,  Catawissa: 

Not  vei-y  much;  some  crows  do,  however,  destroy  many  of 
the  nests  of  robins,  orioles,  etc.  Let  every  man  be  a  "law  unto 
himself"  as  far  as  crows.  Outlaw  the  hawks,  etc.,  and  let  a 
bounty  be  put  on  their  heads;  hawks  never  die,  but  like  Will- 
iams' cat,  "must  be  shot."  Hawks  do  not  propagate  rapidly, 
hence  killing  a  few  ends  the  chapter. 

DR.  McCREA,  Berwick: 
To  some  extent,  but  not  seriously. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

HENRY   S.   RUPP.   Shlrefnanstown: 
No,  crows  do  little  damage  to  anything. 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

E.  C.  BRINZER,   Middletown: 
They  catch  young  poultry  when  they  get  an  opportunity. 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

O.  D.  VAN  CAMP,  Girard: 

They  do  but  little  damage  in  or  about  towns,  but  in  the 
country  I  have  known  them  to  destroy  many  eggs  and  chickens 

ROBERT  DILL,   North  East: 
No;  I  think  crows  do  more  good  than  harm. 
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F.  E.  PBNTON,  North  Bast: 
No. 

W.  W.  DERBY.  Erie: 

Never  heard  of  any  injury  being  done  by  crows  tn  the  man- 
ner named. 

J.  C.  THORNTON,  Avonia: 
They   dig  up   com. 

J.  C.  CAMPBELL,  North  East: 
No. 

C.  W.  PAGE,  North  East: 
No. 

PAYETTE  COUNTY. 

DR.  LOUIS  ARENSBBRG,  Helsterstown: 

Crows  steal  eggs  whenever  they  get  a  chance;  they  seldom 
take  young  chickens;  the  corn  fields  suffer  more  than  the 
poultry. 

PULTON  COUNTY. 

CLEM.  CHESTNUT,  Hustontown: 
Yes. 

PRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

HON.  W.  W.  BRITTON,  Upper  Strasburg: 

Not  very  serious.  I  do  not  believe  all  crows  steal  eggs  and 
young  fowls.  I  think  there  are  certain  Individual  crows  that 
are  expert  in  the  business. 

CHRISTIAN  W.  GOOD,  Waynesboro: 

They  steal  some  eggs  and  sometimes  take  quite  young 
peeps,  but  they  are  so  easily  scared  off  and  kept  away  that 
I  am  rather  inclined  toward  saying  that  the  matter  is  not 
very  serious. 

H.  B.  CRAIG,  Welsh  Run: 
Yes. 

W.   S.   REED,   Altenwald: 
They  do. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

E.  B.  HARBNBAME,   Norrace: 
Sometimes. 

OEJORQE  W.  OWENS.  Birmingham: 

Not  as  a  rule,  yet  occasionally  a  crow  will  learn  the  trick 
of  stealing  eggs  and  little  "peep"  chickens.     Tf  you  succeed  in 
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kinitiK   him    that   is    the  end  of  It.     There   is   a  certain   hawk 
which  is  a  very  bad  enemy  to  poultry. 

J.  PETER  SNYDER,  Huntingdon: 
They  mostly  steal  eggs. 

INDIANA  COUNTY. 

I*.    M.    HODGE.    Blalrsville: 

Not  serious;  occasionally  commit  slight  depredations:  black- 
birds  drive   away   crows. 

A.  M.   HAMMERS,  Indiana: 

No. 

HARRY  LEARN,  Cookport: 

The  crow  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  birds  In  our  locality 
at  the  present  day;  he  destroys  more  corn  In  one  day  than 
would  feed  a  thousand  sparrows  in   one   month. 

I.  D.  SPICHER,  Hillsdale: 
They  very  often  steal  the  eggs  and  young  chicks. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

EMMA  C.  McGAREY,  Stanton: 

No;  they  are  no  trouble,  only  as  they  bother  the  corn  when 
coming  through    the   ground. 

H.  C.  HIMES.  Content: 
Considerable. 

JOHN  H.  JOHNS.  Brookvillc: 

No. 

JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

S.  E.  RHINE,  Pyle«ton. 
Yes. 

JEREMIAH   KELLrER.   MIfflintown: 

No  crows  are  about  here,  but  In  the  townships  they  very  fre- 
quently catch  and  carry  off  the  young  of  domestic  fowls. 

WELLINGTON  SMITH,  MIfflintown: 

Yes,  they  do  more  to  depopulate  our  native  birds  than  all 
other  agencies  combined.  Before  the  sparrow  came  the  native 
bird  was  finding  shelter  near  the  dwelling;  now  there  is  no 
hope.  Both  the  crow  and  the  sparrow  are  great  destroyers 
and  ought  to  be  exterminated  If  this  Is  possible. 

WILLIAM  A.  THOMAS,  Mifflintown: 
Yes. 

H.   C.   HOWET,  Mifflintown: 
They  do  serious  damage  to  poultry:  are  noted  for  their  fond- 
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nees  for  eggs,  whilst  they  also  carry  off  a  great  many  young 
ducks  and  chickens. 

J.  W.  MILLIKEN,  Honey  Grove: 
They  do. 

DENNY  M.  MARSHALL,   Walnut. 
Yes. 

SAMUEL  SCHLEYD.  East  Salem: 
Yes. 

G.  S.  LUKENS,  East  Salem: 
They  do. 

H.  J.  SHALLENBERGER,  McAllistervllle: 
They  do  some  damaire. 

J.  W.  McCAHAN,  Walnut: 

No. 

J.  C.  LAUTZ,  Thompsontown: 
Yes. 

W.  P.  BELL,  Reed's  Gap: 
Yes. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

A.   BOWMAN,   Marietta: 

No. 

MONTILION  BROWN.  Wakefield: 

Takes  occasionally  a  few  eggs  and  small  chicks,  but  he  is 
easily  scared;  a  few  shots  will  keep  him  at  a  distance. 

JOHN  CREADY.  Mount  Joy: 
Yes,  very  much. 

HON.  JOHN  H.  LANDIS.  MiUersville: 
No  serious  daniafjrc,  tc   the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

W.  P.  BRINTON,  Christiana: 
In  a  few  instances,  yes. 

P.  S.  REIST.  LItitx: 

Crows  are  considered  injurious  to  places  where  they  can 
steal  eggs  and  catch  young  chickens. 

WILLIAM  M.  MAULE,  Collins: 

During  nesting  season,  especially  when  they  have  young, 
crows  do  curry  oflP  a  considerable  number  of  young  chickens 
and  eggs. 

GEORGE   CRANE,   Mountville: 
Yes. 
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E.  B.  ENGLE.  Marietta: 
No. 

H.  JUSIN  RODDY.  Millersville: 

•   No,  except  in  more  rural  districts. 

J.  G.  RUSH,  West  Willow: 
No. 

JOHN  H.  EPLER.  Elizabethtown: 

Not  here  in  town,  but  close  to  their  breeding  places  they  xirp 
bad. 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

DR.  I.  F.  EVERHART.  Scranton: 

Occasionally  he  is  a  marauder,  but  his  many  good  traits 
overbalance  all  the  mischief  he  may  do  to  early  corn  and  in 
the  poultry  yard. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

J.  L.  LONG,  Richland: 
They  steal  all  the  young  chicks  and  eggs  they  can  get. 

JOHN  W.  SNOKE,  AnnviUe: 
Yes,  much  havoc  is  committed  by  this  bird. 

H.  C.  SNAVELY.  Lebanon: 

The  crow  certainly  has  an  appetite  for  eggs  and  spring 
chickens;  their  depredations  would  be  serious  if  not  re- 
strained. About  this  time  (April)  it  is  not  well  to  be  too 
familiar  with  his  crowshlp.  A  shot  gun  has  a  restraining  in- 
fluence. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

W.  B.  K.  JOHNSON,  Allentown: 

I  do  not  raise  poultry.  Some  years-  ago,  when  with  my 
father,  I  know  crows  took  eggs,  but  do  not  remember  that 
they  disturbed  the  young  chickens. 

ALVIN  RUPP,  Allentown: 
No. 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

JAMES  M.  WATSON.  Fay: 

No. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

D.  K.  LAUBACH.   Fairmount  Springs: 
Yes,  they  are  very  troublesome  in  catching  small  poultry;  if 
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a  hen  or  turkey  make  their  nest  away  from  the  buildings  the 
crow  will  surely,  steal  their  eggs. 

LEWIS  H.  KOCHER.  Ruggles: 
No. 

DAVID  J.  LINSKILU  Plymouth: 

No,  but  they  fish  along  the  Susquehanna  river  and  shallow 
ponds. 

W.  P.  KIRKENDALL,  Dallas: 
No. 

LYOOMING  COUNTY. 

JACOB  HEIM,  Hepburn: 
Yes. 

P.  J.  VANDINE,  Lairds ville: 

Crows,  while  nesting,  will  sometimes  carry  away  small 
chickens  and  steal  eggs  occasionally,  but  mostly  get  a  good 
dose  of  shot  from  the  farmer. 

PETER  REEDER,  Hughesville: 

Crows  have  always  been  thieves;  they  pull  the  newly  planted 
corn,  destroy  the  ears  when  ripening  and  commit  serious  dep- 
redations to  poultry  by  stealing  eggs  and  catching  and  de- 
stroying young  fowl. 

AUGUST  KOCH,  Williamsport: 
Yes,  more  than  hawks  while  chicks  are  small. 

MERGER  GOUNTY. 

ROBERT  McKEE,  Mercer: 

No. 

R.  K.  BAKER,  Sandy  Lake: 

They  steal  the  eggs,  but  do  not  bother  the  young  fowls  to 
any  great  extent. 

L.    R.    ECKLB6,   Mercer: 

They  do  not;  they  are  destroyers  of  birds*  eggs  and  their 
young. 

DR.  J.  A.  MOREL  AND,  Jamestown: 
Very  little  damage  is  done  by  crows  except  to  the  corn  crops. 

MIFFLIN  GOUNTY. 

HON.  GRUBER  H.  BELL,  Lewlstown: 
No;  they  are  very  useful  birds  to  the  farmer. 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL,  Belleville: 
They  are  one  of  our  greatest  pests.     I  have  nothing  good  to 
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say  for  the  crow;  he  is  an  all-rounii  thief,  will  destroy  poul- 
try, eggs,  grain,  birds*  nesta,  young  rabbits,  pheasants  and 
wild  turkey  eggs. 

M.  R.  THOMPSON,   Lewistown: 

The  farmers  say  they  will  steal  their  young  chickens;  the 
crow  is  rather  shy  and  keeps  away  from  barns,  but  nevertho- 
less  is  a  noted  thief. 

S.   A.   HERTZLER.   Belleville: 
A   slight  loss. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

W.  D.   STEINEACH,   Limestone ville: 
Yes. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

M.  LUTHER  MICHAEL.  Shawnee: 

They  do:  destroying  also  much  young  corn,  beans,  peas,  etc.. 
and  the  fulJy  matured  ears  by  eating  them  when  the  kernels 
are  in  the  milk. 

HON.  R.  F.  SCHWARZ,  Analomlnk: 

Never  knew  them  to  take  eggs,  but  have  seen  them  carry  off 
young  chicks. 

RANDALL  BISBING,   Mlnsl: 
No. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

V.  E.  THOMPSON,  Swedeland: 
No. 

WILLIAM  W.  POTTS,  Swedeland: 

No,  it  is  very  easy  to  protect  against  crows.  I  tie  up  a 
shingle,  whitewashed  on  one  side,  to  a  limb  or  pole;  by  tying 
it  on  one  end  and  a  Httle  out  of  centre,  it  will  be  constantly 
in  motion.    They  are  only  bad  when  they  have  young  In  nest. 

GEORGE  W.  RIGHTER,  Abrams: 
Bad  on  poultry  if  not  watched. 

E.  M.  TYSON,  King  of  Prussia: 
Yes. 

GEORGE  WALL,  Norrlstown: 

Crows  are  not  very  plentiful  in  this  neighborhood.  The  only 
damage  they  do  Is  in  the  spring  and  summer  months  by  catch- 
ing young  fowls. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

J.  A.  OIFFEN.  Montandon: 

Yes,  by  stealing  eggs;  havft  never  observed  them  catching  the 
young. 
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S.  H.  DBANS,  Superintendent  Schoolg,  Mt.  Carmelr 
No. 

L.  A.  BBARDSLET.  Mllton: 

No. 

D.  G.  MOYER,  Greenbrier: 

Tea;  they  have  done  more  damage  than  any  other  kind  of 
bird. 

C.  D.  OBERDORF,  Sunbury: 
Not  6erlou8. 

B.   B.   SMITH,   Shamokin: 
Yes. 

IRA  SHIPMAN,  Sunbury: 
Eggs,  small  chickens  and  young  turkeys, 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

R.  O.   RITTER,   Hanoversville: 
Yes. 

E.  F.  HEIL,  Nazareth: 

Yes,  if  they  can  And  them  away  from  habitation. 

JOHN  J.  GABLE,  Harper: 
They  do. 

A.  S.  8HIMER,  Redlngton. 
Yes. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

R.  M.  ALEXANDER.  New  Bloomfleld: 

Yes,  they  steal,  in  the  country,  all  kinds  of  young  fowls  and 
eggs. 

SILAS  WRIGHT.  Reward: 

The  damage  to  poultry  from  the  common  crow  is  about  6lx 
hundred  dollars,  and  yet  they  destroy  more  than  six  hundred 
dollars'  worth  of  destructive  worms,  bugs  and  insects. 

MILTON  B.  ESHLEMAN.  Newport: 
No. 

SAMUEL  B.   ROBERTS,   Newport: 
They  do. 

GEORGE  A.  WAGNER,  Allnda: 
They  do. 

B.  M.   EBV,  Newport: 

None  worthy  of  mention  as  to  eggs,  but  they  kill  some  youns 
chicks. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


QEORGB  Im  PUCHER.  Donnally's  Mills: 
Yes. 

PHILADELPmA  COUNTY. 

WllA^lAM    DORR   CARPENTER,    Philadelphia: 

Have  noticed  them  visiting  pigeons'  nests  on  sevtral  occa- 
sions. 

HON  MAHLON  L.  SAVAGE.  Prankford: 
To  a  very  limited  extent. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

E.  O.   AUSTIN,  Austin: 
No,  they  are  too  shy  to  come  near  enough. 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

HON.    I^PAYETTE    ROWLAND,    Rowland: 
Very  little  damage  is  done. 

EDGAR  PINCHETT,   Milford: 
They  do  not;  the  damage  they  do  is  principally  to  corn. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

HENRY    NOYES,    Salem: 

They  do.    I  am  positive  they  eat  about  two  hundred  turkey- 
eggs  for  us  annually,  and  catch  young  turkeys  and  chickens. 

H.  J.  HEISER,  Shadle: 
They  catch  a  few  young  chicks. 

JOHN  F.  BOYER,  Mount  Pleasant  Mills: 

Nm 

SOHUYLBaLL  COUNTY. 

A.  F.  KINNARD,  Orwigsburg: 

Yes.  sir;  serious  damage  to  poultry  in  our  locality;  destroy 
over  one-half  of  the  turkeys. 

W.  H.  STOUT,  Pine  Grove: 

They  may  occasionally  get  a  few  eggs  or  a  young  duck,  but 
not  to  any  extent. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

E.  A.  &  E.   L.  WESTON.  Brooklyn: 
Not    usually.  { 

S.   S.  THOMAS,   Lynn; 
No. 
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DR.   A.    H.   TINGLEY,   Susquehanna: 
No. 

SOMERSET  CX)UNTY. 

PETER  MILJjER,  Somerset: 
Not  much. 

JEREMIAH  S.  MILLER,  Husband: 

Considerably;  they  become  very  bold  If  they  find  that  they 
can  get  eggs  and  small  chickens. 

DR.  H.  D.  MOORE,  New  Lexington: 
No. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

M.    SORNBERGER,    Job's   Comer: 
To  quite  an  extent. 

UNION  COUNTY. 

J.  A.   GUNDY,   I^wisburg: 

They  carry  off  eggs  when  laid  away  from  barns  or  buildings, 
especially  turkey  eggs,  and  perhaps  a  few  very  young  chicks. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

JAMBS  J.  WILLS,  Franklin: 
To  some  extent;  they  will  steal  eggs. 

JOHN  F.  BIGLER,  Franklin: 
No. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

WILLIS  COWAN,  Warren: 

Ne. 

WALTER  SCHULER.   Warren: 
No. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

HON.  JOHN  C.  FRENCH,  Prosperity: 

If  fowls  nest  away  from  barns,  I  think  Mr.  Crow  will  take 
all  he  can  steal;  but,  being  a  shy  bird,  he  dties  not  come  about 
our  bams  and  chicken  houses  much. 

H.  P.  MYERS,   California: 
No,  we  do  not  have  enough  crows. 

J.    P.    HORN.    Sunset: 
No  serious  damage;  they  steal  a  few  eggs  occasionally. 
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E.  B.  ENOCH,  Washington: 
Yes. 

B.   E.    Mccracken.    Washington: 
Yes. 

WAYNE  (X)UNTY. 

JAMES  L.ESHER.  Avoy: 

Yes;  one  crow  will  carry  off  a  flock  of  little  chicks  in  one 
tlay,  as  weil  as  steal  hen  and  turkey  eggs;  has  done  this  for 
me. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

A.   RUTH,   Scottdale: 
No   serious   damage   done   by    them. 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 

N.   P.   STERLING,    Meshoppen: 
They  do  some,  unles.s  especially  guarded  against. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

HON.  GERARD  C.  KROWN,  Yorkana: 

Yes,  in  common  with  their  cousin,  the  grackle.  The  most 
danrmge  they  do  is  to  the  young  corn  as  it  comes  up.  I 
have  had  fields  so  raided  that  I  had  to  replace  the  whole 
concern.  Crows  are  hard  on  birds'  nests  (eggs  and  young), 
especially  on  the  meadow  lark  and  quail  when  their  nests  are 
uncovered  by  our  mowers  and  reapers. 

JAMES   G.    PATTERSON,    Stewartstown: 

The  crow  Is  a  great  thief;  they-  will  steal  eggs  of  the  do- 
mestic fowl,  and  will  catch  young  chicks  and  turkeys  and 
carry  them  off  to  their  nesting  places,  not  only  when  they 
have  young,  but  when  hatching. 

M.   S.  TYSON,  York: 

The  crow  is  a  thieving  robber,  and  will  pull  up  corn  about 
hatching  time,  and  during  the  fall  of  the  year  they  injure  a 
great  many  wheat  stacks. 

OTHER  STATES. 

H.   E.   VAN   DEMAN.   Parksly.   Virginia: 
Not    very    often. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


HERDS  OF  PRKY 


Representatives  of  the  order  of  Raptores  are  present  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  with  the  feathered  race  they  occupy  a 
position  quite  similar  to  the  carnivorous  animals  among  the 
mammalia.  All  live  on  an  animal  diet.  "Most  of  the  smaller, 
or  weaker,  species,  feed  much  upon  insects;  others  more  partic- 
ularly upon  reptiles,  and  flsh;  others  upon  carrion;  but  the 
majority  prey  upon  other  birds  and  small  mammals,  captured 
in   open   warfare."— Oi>m««. 

AMERICAN  VULTURES. 

In  the  Western  Hemisphere  there  are  eight  representatives 
of  the  family  Cathartldae,  and  of  these  but  two  occur  in  the 
Eastern  United  States.  North  Carolina,  according  to  Dr.  Coues, 
is  about  the  northern  limit  at  which  the  Black  Vulture,  or 
Carrion  Crow,  Is  seen  to  occur  with  any  degree  of  regularity. 
The  Turkey  Vulture  or  Turkey  Buzzard,  as  this  species  is 
usually  denominated,  is  quite  common  as  far  northward  as 
the  southeastern  section  of  Pennsylvania,  where  it  Is  resident, 
but  it,  of  course,  Is  much  more  plentiful  in  the  summer  season 
than  during  the  winter. 

These  cowardly,  ignoble,  gluttonous  and  partly  gregarious 
birds  are  found  in  abundance  in  the  yrarmer  countries,  where, 
frequently,  they  are  protected  by  law  and  strong  public  senti- 
ment because  of  their  great  value  a?  scavengers.  Vultures 
subsist  largely  on  carrion.  They  often  collect  in  considerable 
numbers  around  the  body  of  a  defunct  horse,  cow.  steer  or 
other  large  sized  animal,  and  gorge  themselves  until  they  are 
scarcely  able  to  fly.  When,  however,  their  uncleanly  repast  is 
flnished,  they  usually  perch  on  trees,  rocks,  fences,  etc.,  where 
they  remain  in  a  quiet  and  sleepy  attitude,  with  wings  droop- 
ing. Frequently  If  these  birds  are  wounded,  or  suddenly 
frightened  when  feeding,  and  sometimes  when  their  nests  or 
young  are  molested,  they  eject  the  foetid  contents  of  the  crop. 
Two  species  of  the  family  occur  in  Pennsylvania. 
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TURKEY  VULTURE. 
Oatbartes  aura. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Entire  plumage  brownish-black,  and  more  or  less  glossy; 
quills  paler  on  under  surface;  skin  of  head  and  neck  naked 
and  wrinkled,  with  scattering  brlstle-like  feathers;  head  and 
neck  red,  bill  whitish,  legs  and  feet  pinkish,  iris  grayish- 
brown    nostrils  large  and  oval. 

^Nestling*, ~Ba.re  skin  of  head  nearly  white,  body  covered  with 
white  down.  Length  about  thirty  Inches;  extent  of  wings  about 
sevpnty-two  inches;  wing  about  twenty-five;  tall  twelve  Inches. 

floMtot. —Temperate  North  America,  from  New  Jersey,  Ohio 
Valley,  Saskatchewan  region  and  Washington  Territory,  south- 
ward to  Patagonia,  cfiFually  northward  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
to    Maine. 

This  species  is  found  in  some  sections  of  Pennsyl- 
vania at  all  seasons,  but  during  the  summer  months  is 
much  more  plentiful  than  at  other  times.  The  Turkey 
Buzzard  usually  rears  its  young  in  woods  or  thickets, 
mostly  near  streams  of  water.  It  makes  little  or  no 
effort  to  construct  a  nest;  the  eggs — never  more  than 
two  in  number  and  occasionally  only  one — are  de- 
posited generally  in  a  slight  concavity  in  the  ground 
protected  by  shelving  or  overhanging  rocks.  Some 
times,  however,  the  nests  of  this  bird  are  found  in 
stumps  and  hollow  logs.  The  eggs  are  yellowish  white, 
spotted  with  different  shades  of  brown  and  purple,  and 
measure  about  two  and  three-fourths  inches  in  length 
by  nearly  two  inches  in  breadth.  It  is  stated  that  this 
species  sometimes  breeds  in  Pennsylvania  as  early  as 
the  last  week  in  March.  I  have  found  nine  nests  in 
Chester  and  Delaware  counties  during  the  past  four 
teen  years;  of  this  number  seven  were  taken  late  In 
April  or  early  in  May,  and  all  contained  fresh  eggs. 
The  two  remaining  nests,  found  in  June,  contained 
9»..II 
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downy  young.  I  am  informed  that  these  birds,  in 
Lancaster  and  York  counties,  along  the  Susquehanna 
river,  are  annually  to  be  found  breeding  in  small  com- 
munities of  a  dozen  or  twenty  individuals.  The  species 
also  breeds  regularly  in  Adams  and  Cumberland  coun- 
ties; in  Adams  county  it  is  reported  to  be  quite  plenti- 
ful as  a  summer  resident. 

Devoured  Grasshoppers  and  Beetles. 

This  bird  will  resort  for  several  consecutive  seasons 
to  a  favorite  nesting  place,  and  occasionally  when  its 
eggs  are  taken  will  lay  a  second  time  in  the  same  nest. 
The  Turkey  Vulture  is  vt»ry  numerous  in  the  southern 
states,  whtae  it  resides  all  the  year,  but  in  the  eastern 
United  States,  north  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  said  to  be 
c|uite  rare.  Two  young  which  I  took  from  the  nest 
and  kept  in  captivity  until  full  grown  became  exceed- 
ingly tame.  These  birds  often  when  feeding,  and  in- 
variably if  approached  by  a  stranger,  would  utter  a 
loud  hiss,  the  only  sound  which  this  species,  as  well  as 
other  of  the  American  Vultures,  is  known  to  make. 
They  fed  chiefly  on  fresh  meat,  and  also  devoured  with 
apparent  relish  earth-worms,  crickets,  grasshoppers 
and  other  large  insects;  oftentimes  they  also  ate  pieces 
of  bread,  cake  and  particles  of  apples  or  pears  which 
were  thrown  before  them.  The  Turkey  Buzzard,  in 
its  natural  state,  according  to  Audubon,  sucks  the 
eggs  and  devours  the  young  of  herons  and  other  birds. 
Turkey  Buzzards  do  not,  as  some  persons  affirm,  dis- 
turb domestic  fowls,  and  rarely  are  these  cowardly 
birds  seen  to  destroy  the  eggs  of  poultry.  I  have 
never  known  them  to  disturb  either  the  eggs  or  young 
of  birds,  but  have  observed  that  they  subsist  almost 
wholly  on  carrion.  The  benefits  which  these  scaven- 
gers render  are  too  well  known  to  need  any  comment. 
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A  Useful  Bird  to  Mankind. 

Mr.  Frank  M.  Chapman  in  his  valuable  little  work 
entitled  "Bird  Life,"  a  publication  which  every  school 
child  and  a  good  many  adults,  too,  could  read  with 
great  profit,  says: 

The  Turkey  Buzzard  Is  one  of  Nature's  scavengers,  and,  as 
such,  is  one  of  the  few  birds  whose  services  to  mankind  are 
thoroughly  appreciated.  There  are  others  of  equal  or  even 
greater  value  who  daily  earn  their  right  to^the  good  will 
which  we  stupidly  and  persistenly  refuse  to  grant  them;  but 
of  the  Turkey  Buzzard's  assistance  we  have  frequent  convinc- 
ing proof,  and  the  decree  has  grone  forth  that  injury  to  this 
bird  is  punishable  by  fine.  No  other  birds  are  so  well  pro- 
tected, and  as  a  result  Turkey.  Buzzards  and  BlaCk  Vultures 
walk  about  the  streets  of  some  of  our  Southern  cities  with  the 
tameness  of  domestic  fowls.  If  we  should  similarly  encourage 
our  Insectivorous  birds,  who  can  predict  the  benefits  which 
might  accrue?" 

The  following  list,  with  names  of  observers,  will  give 
a  very  clear  idea  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  Turkey 
Buzzard  in  Pennsylvania: 

Its  Distribution  in  Pennsylvania. 

County.  Obaervert.  Bemttrks. 

Adams,   B.  H.  Warren Resident;       common 

in  summer. 

Bradford B.  H.  Warren,   Saw  one    at     North 

Orwell,    Sept.,   1S96. 

Berks Jonas  Stern Breeds;  rare. 

Berks D.  F.  Keller Breeds  in  Blue  Moun- 
tains. 

Bucks Mrs.  H.  M.  Rice OccasiO'Jia'lly    in 

flocks:  August. 
September  and  Oc- 
tober. 

Bucks S.  Edward  Paschall,*  ..  Decidedly  rare. 

Chester B.  H.  Warren Resident;  very  com- 
mon   in   summer. 

Clinton Dr.  W.  Van  Fleet Straggler. 

Cameron B.  H.  Warren,    Straggler;    saw    one 

in  November,  1889. 

Cumberland B.  H.  Warren Breeds. 

Delaware Robert  Townsley Resident;  most  num- 
erous in  summer. 

Dauphin W.  W.  Stoey Resident. 

•"Decidedly  rare  and  absolutely  unknown  to  most  of  our 
people.  We  are  but  a  ff*w  miles  from  Chester  county,  where  thf» 
bird  is  very  rommon,  but  Bucks  county  Is  out  of  its  range.  I 
made  note  of  having  seen  three  (3)  buzzards  during  the  sea- 
son."—S.   E.   Paschall. 
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Cowity,  Observer,  Remarks, 

Erie George  B.  Bennett Never  seen  here. 

Franklin B.  H,  Warren Saw  several  in    De- 

c^mber.  1S89; 

breeds. 

Fayette,    G.   W.   Linton Breeds. 

Juniata B.  H.  Warren Saw  three  in  Jan- 
uary, 1890. 

Lehigh J.  F.  Kocher,   .Breeds. 

Lehigh Dr.  John  W.  Detwiller,    Seldom  seen. 

Lancaster Dr.  A.  C.  Trelchler,    . . .  Resident 

Lancaster James  Galen /  Resident. 

Lancaster H.  Justin  Roddy Resident. 

Lancaster VV.   H.  Buller.   Breeds. 

Lebanon,    J.  G.  Bohn Breeds. 

Lebanon George   R.   Ross Resident. 

Lycoming,    August  Koch Straggler;     got     two 

In   spring. 

Lawrence B.  H.  Warren,  Saw  one  in  Octo- 
ber,   1888. 

McKean James  A.  Teulon,   Never   seen   here. 

Montgomery W-  p.  Bolton Breeds. 

Montgomery Thomas   S.   Gillln Migrant. 

Mercer s.  S.   Overmoyer Straggler;    shot    one 

September    1,    1884. 

Northampton,    ...Dr.  John  W.  Detwiller,  Seldom  seen. 

Northampton,    ...Edmund   Ricksecker,    ..  Straggler;         spring 

and  summer;  does 
not   breed. 

Nortnumberland,  Dr.  W.  Van  Fleet Straggler. 

Perry H.   Justin    Roddy Seen    in    May.    1886: 

breeds.  (?) 

Philadelphia H.    Jamison Occasional    visitor. 

Pike B.  H.  Warren.  Saw  one  at  Rowland, 

May  9,  1897. 

Philadelphia,    ....Joseph  Price  Ball Resident. 

Philadelphia,    Witmer   Stone,    Seen    mostly    during 

migrations. 

Philadelphia Seorge  Spencer  Morris,  Straggler. 

Schuylkill M.  M.  MacMllllan Straggler,  fall  1883. 

Somerset Dr.  H.  D.  Moore,   ,  Breeds. 

Sullivan,    Otto    Behr Straggler;     seen     in 

1884. 

Union Dr.  W.  Van  Fleet Straggler. 

Warren H.  L.  Greenland ..Not  found  here. 

Westmoreland,   ..Charles  H.  Townsend,   ..Very      rare;        have 

seen  several  in  ad- 
joining   county. 

Washington James  S.  Nease Resident. 

Washington M.    Compton Occasional;    flock    of 

ten  seen  Septem- 
ber, 1883. 

Washington M.  T.  Warrick Occasional;    flock    of 

ten  seen  Septem- 
ber. 1883. 

York Hon.  Gerard  C.  Brown.  Breeds. 

York George  Miller Breeds. 

York Casper    Loucks Breeds. 
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ITS  NORTHERN  BREEDING  LIMIT. 

The  Turkey  Buzzard  breeds  in  many  sections  of 
Chester  and  Delaware  counties.  Alfred  P.  Lee  has 
obserred  it  as  a  common  resident  in  the  vicinity  of 
Oxford;  Harry  Wilson,  a  prominent  local  naturalist, 
has  found  them  breeding  at  different  points  about  Doe 
Run,  and  also  near  Parkesburg.  Within  a  radius  of 
about  six  miles  from  West  Chester,  I  have  found  them 
breeding — never  more  than  one  pair  in  a  place — in 
seven  different  localities  in  the*  counties  of  Chester  and 
Delaware.  The  records  given  in  the  precedinj: 
columns  concerning  the  breeding  of  this  si>ecies  show 
that  it  has  been  found  nesting  in  at  least  thirteen  or 
fourteen  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  its 
northern  breeding  range  is  restricted  to  about  the 
lower  third  of  this  State. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


142 


HLAOK  VULTURE. 
Oatharista  atrata. 

DESCRIPTION. 

*'Adult.— Entire  plumage  dull  black,  the  quills  grayish 
basally  (hoary  whitish  on  under  surface),  their  shafts  pure 
white;  bill  dusky  with  yellowish  or  whitish  tip;  naked  skin  of 
head  and  foreneck  dusky.  length  23-27;  extent  about  &4 
Inches. "—Rldgway,   Manual   N.   A.   Birds. 

-ffaMia^.— South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  states,  north  to  North 
Carolina  and  the  Lower  Ohio  Valley,  west  to  the  great  plains, 
and  South  through  Mexico  and  Central  America  and  most  of 
South  America.    Straggling  north  to  New  York  and  Maine. 

A  specimen  of  the  Black  Vulture  or  Carrion  Crow, 
as  fills  bird  is  sometimes  called,  was  taken  in  Dauphin 
county  in  1892.  Stragglers  have  been  observed  in 
Northampton  county  by  Dr.  John  W.  Detwiller  and 
the  late  Edmund  Ricksecker.  In  relation  to  the 
marked  difference  in  the  manners  of  the  present  speolei 
and  the  Turkey  Buzzard  Mr.  Robert  Ridgway*  pub- 
lishes the  following: 

"Both  in  their  mode  of  flight  and  in.  th-eirp  -movements  upon 
the  ground  this  speeieR  differs  materially  from  the  Turkey 
Buzzard.  The  latter  walks  steadily  while  on  the  ground,  and 
when  ft  mounts  does  so  by  a  single  upward  spring.  The 
Black  Vulture  Is  ill  at  ease  on  tll^  ground,  moves  awkwardly, 
and  when  it  essays  to  fly  upward  takes  several  leaps  in  a 
shuflfling  side-long  manner  before  it  can  rise. 

"Their  flight  is  more  labored,  and  is  continued  by  flapping 
several  times,  alternated  with  sailing  a  limited  distance. 
Their  wings  are  held  at  right  angles,  and  their  feet  protrude 
beyond  their  tail-feathers.  In  all  these  respects  the  differences 
between  the  two  birds  are  very  noticeable,  and  plainly  mark 
the  species."— (Brewer.) 

The  following  interesting  account  of  this  species  is 
from  the  pen  of  Thomas  Nnttalltf 

FEEDS  ON  CARRION  NOT  POULTRY. 
"This  smaller  black  and  truly  gregarious  species  of  vulture. 


♦The  Ornithology  of  Illinois,  Part  I.  Robert  Rldgway  Siwine^- 
fleld,  Illinois,  J 889.  ^.     t'    *k 

t  A  \ranua1  of  the  Ornithology  of  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, by  Thomas  Nuttall:  The  Land   Birds;  Cambridge.   1832. 
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in  the  United  States,  appears  to  be  generally  confined  to  the 
narrowest  limlU  of  the  Southern  States,  being  scarcely  found 
beyond  Wilmington  in  North  Carolina,  and  seems  to  be  most 
niunerous  and  familiar  In  the  large  maritime  towns  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida;  thus,  though  abundant  in 
Savannah,  there  are  much  fewer  of  this  species  at  Augusta 
than  of  the  Turkey  Vulture.  In  the  tropical  regions  of  Amer- 
ica they  are  also  very  common,  and  extend,  at  least,  as  far 
as  Chili.  Ldke  the  former  species,  with  which  they  associate 
only  at  meal-times,  they  are  allowed  a  public  protection  for 
the  service  they  render  in  ridding  the  earth  of  carrion  and 
other  lUnds  of  filth.  They  are  much  more  familiar  in  the 
towns  than  the  preceding;  delighting,  during  winter,  to  remain 
on  the  roofs  of  houses,  catching  the  feeble  rays  of  the  sun, 
and  stretching  out  their  wings  to  admit  the  warm  air  over 
their  foetid  bodies.  When  the  weather  becomes  unusually 
chilly,  or  in  the  mornings,  they  may  be  seen  basking  upon  the 
chimneys  in  the  warm  smoke,  which,  as  well  as  the  soot  itself, 
can  add  no  additional  darkness  or  impurity  to  such  filthy  and 
melancholy  spectres.  Here,  or  on  the  limbs  of  some  of  the 
larger  trees,  they  remain  In  listless  Indolence  until  aroused 
by  the  calls  of  hunger. 

WELL  TREATED  IN  THE  SOUTH. 

"Their  flight  is  neither  so  easy  nor  so  graceful  as  that  of 
the  Turkey  Buzzard.  Thoy  flap  their  wings  and  then  soar 
horizontally,  renewing  the  motion  of  their  pinions  at  short  in- 
tervals. At  times,  however,  they  rise  to  considerable  eleva- 
tions. In  the  cities  of  Charleston  and  Savannah  they  are  to 
be  seen  in  numbers  walking  the  streets  with  all  the  familiarity 
of  domestic  fowls,  examining  the  channels  and  accumulations 
of  filth  in  order  to  glean  up  the  offal,  or  animal  matter  of  any 
kind,  which  may  happen  to  be  thrown  out.  They  appeared 
to  be  very  regular  in  their  attendance  around  the  shambles, 
and  some  of  them  become  known  by  sight.  This  was  particu- 
larly the  case  with  an  old  veteran  who  hopped  upon  one  foot 
(having  by  some  accident  lost  the  other),  and  had  regrularly 
appeared  round  the  shambles  to  claim  the  bounty  of  the 
butchers  for  about  twenty  years.  In  the  country,  where  1  have 
surprised  them  feeding  in  the  woods,  they  apppeared  rather 
shy  and  timorous,  watching  my  movements  alertly  like  hawks, 
and  every  now  and  then  one  or  two  of  them,  as  they  sat  in  the 
high  boughs  of  a  neighboring  oak,  communicated  to  the  rest,  as 
I  slowly  approached,  a  low  bark  of  alarm  or  waugh.  something 
like  the  suppressed  growl  of  a  puppy,  at  which  the  whole 
flock  by  degrees  deserted  the  dead  hog  upon  which  they  hap- 
pened to  be  feeding.  Sometimes  they  will  collect  together 
about  one  carcass  to  the  number  of  250  and  upwards,  and'  the 
object,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  soon  robed  in  living  mourning, 
scarcely  anything  being  visible  but  a  dense  mass  of  these 
sable  scavengers,  who  may  often  be  seen  jealously  contending 
with  each  other,  both  in  and  out  of  the  carcass,  defiled  wlS 
blood  and  filth,  holding  on  with  their  feet,  hissing  and  clawing 
each  other,  or  tearing  off  morsels  so  as  to  fill  their  throats 
nearly  to  choking,  and  occasionally  joined  by  growling  dogs- 
tjie  whole  presenting  one  of  the  most  savage  and  disgusting 
scenes  In  nature,  and  truly  worthy  the  infernal  bird  of  Pro- 
metheus." 
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HAWKS,  FALCONS  AND  EAGLES. 
Family  Falconidae. 

It  is  stated  by  reliable  writers  that  there  are  at  least  three 
hundred  and  fifty  species  of  this  family  of  diurnal  raptorial 
birds  found  throughout  the  world.  Of  this  large  number  only 
fourteen  occur  regularly  in  this  State,  and  of  all  the  numerous 
species  of  bird-Hie  occurring  in  this  Commonwealth,  few  are 
better  known  to  our  people  In  general  than  are  the  Eagles 
and  Hawks,  some  of  which  are  common,  at  all  times,  or  during 
some  period  of  the  year,  in  nearly  every  section  of  the  State. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  these  rap  tores,  as  well  as  most  of  the 
owls,  particularly  the  smaller  kinds,  are  highly  beneficial  to 
the  farmers  and  fruit  growers,  because  of  the  immense  quan- 
tities of  destructive  mice  and  other  injurious  animals,  also 
large  numbers  of  noxious  insects,  etc.,  which  they  devour. 
The  majority  of  these  birds  build  large  nests  of  sticks,  twigs, 
etc.,  on  trees;  some,  however,  nest  on  rocky  ledges.  The  Marsh 
Hawk  breeds  on  the  ground,  and  the  little  Sparrow  Hawk, 
like  the  Screech  Owl  and  Woodpecker,  breeds  in  hollow  trees. 
The  eggs,  usually  two  to  five,  sometimes  more,  are  generally 
spotted  and  blotched,  and  never  spherical  and  white,  like  the 
»^ggs  of  the  owls.  The  adult  males  are  usually  smaller  than 
the  females,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  Marsh  and  Sparrow 
Hawks,  are  quite  similar  in  color.  The  young  or  immature 
birds,  of  most  species,  differ  greatly  from  the  old.  These  birds 
catch  their  prey  with  their  talons.  Their  cries  are  loud  and 
harsh.  Occasionally  they  are  seen  In  flocks— sometimes  con- 
taining several  species — but  usually  they  are  observed  singly 
ar  in  pairs.  The  bill  is  short,  stout  and  strongly  hooked,  the 
head  Is  completely  feathered  and  without  ear-tufts  or  "horns" 
like  some  of  the  owls;  the  tarsus,  except  in  the  Golden  Eagle 
and  Rough-legged  Hawk,  is  naked.  The  feet  have  long, 
strong,  large,  sharp  and  curved  claws;  the  outer  toe,  except 
in  the  Pish  Hawk,  Is  not  reversible.  The  eyes  are  directed 
laterally. 

A  VALUABLE  GROUP  OF  HAWKS. 

Birds  of  the  genus  Buteo,  especially  borecUis  and  HneatuSf 

are  the  large  hawks  which  we  see.  particularly  in  the  late  fall, 
winter  and  early  spring,  frequenting  grassy  fields,  meadows, 
swamps,  etc.  These  birds  are  the  common  "hen  hawks"  or 
"chicken  hawks"  as  they  are  usually  called;  but  such  names 
are  highly  inappropriate,  as  a  very  small  percentage  of  their 
food  Is  poultry.  Three  species,  (especially  borealts  and  lin 
eiUua)^  are  common  residents  In  Pennsylvania.  In  order  to 
give  a  clear  Idea  of  the  great  benefits  these  "hen  hawks"  ren- 
der the  agriculturist  and  fruit  grower,  the  following  extracts, 
relating  to  the  stomach  contents  of  847,  captured  during  ali 
seasons  of  the  year  In  \-arlous  parts  of  the  United  States,  arp 
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copied   from   Dr.     A.     K.     Fisher's   Report:*   Red-tailed    Hawk 

'*Ot  562  stomachs  examined.  64  contained  poultry  or  game 
birds;  61.  other  birds;  278,  mice;  131,  other  mammals;  37, 
batracians  or  reptiles;  47,  insects;  8.  crawfish;  1,  centipedes; 
13,  offal;  and  89  were  empty."  Red-shouldered  Hawk  {But€0 
lim€atu€):  "Of  220  stomachs  examined,  3  contained  poultry;  12, 
other  birds;  102,  mice;  40.  other  mammals;  20,  reptiles;  39. 
batrachians;  92,  Insects;  16.  spiders;  7,  crawfish;  1,  earthworms; 
2,  offal;  3,  fish;  and  14  were  empty."  Broad- winged  Hawk 
{Suteo  latissimus):  "Of  65  stomachs  examined,  2  contained 
small  birds;  15,  mice;  13,  other  mammals;  11,  reptiles;  18. 
batrachians;  30.  insects;  2,  earthworms;  4.  crawfish;  and  7 
were  empty."  The  mammals  mentioned  here  refer  mostly  to 
mice,  shrews,  moles,  some  few  squirrels  and  a  few  other  kinds 
of  quadrupeds.  These  hawks  in  form  are  stout  and  heavy;  the 
wingrs  longr,  wide  and  somewhat  pointed;  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
quills  longest,  the  first  shorter  than  eighth,  the  three  outer 
primaries  in  laH*9imuM  emarginate  on  inner  webs,  and  borealU 
and  lineatus^  the  four  outer  quills  emarginate  on  inner  web. 
The  moderately  long  tail,  conspicuously  barred  or  highly  colored 
is  quite  broad  and  slightly  rounded;  the  bluish  black  bill  is  short, 
wide  at  base  and  maxilla  is  lobed  on  edges.  Liegs  and  feet 
stout;  tarsus  fefl.thered  In  front  about  one-third  of  length; 
thighs  have  long  feathers  that  In  some  individuals  reach 
nearly  to  the  feet.  Tarsi  yellowish,  cere  yellowish  or  greenish; 
the  eyes  vary  greatly,  but  are  usually  brown  or  yellow. 
Sexes  similar  in  color;  female  larger  than  male;  Immature 
birds  differ  greatly  from  the  adults;  the  flight  of  these  hawks 
is  quite  vigorous,  and  that  of  borecUia^  in  particular,  is  often 
long  continued,  but  they  do  not  fiy  with  the  great  rapidity 
of  the  species  of  the  genus  Aeeipiter, 

DETRIMENTAL  SPECIES. 

Birds  of  the  genus  Aeeipiter  are  rather  long  and  slender  in 
form,  and  they  have  small  heads,  short  wings,  long  tails  and 
legs.  The  bluish  black  bill  is  short  and  stout,  maxilla  being 
strongly  hooked  and  sharp-pointed;  the  broad  ovate  nostrils 
are  inserted  in  the  greenish  or  yellowish  cere. 

The  tarsi  are  feathered  in  front  a  little  less  than  half  in 
length.  Tarsus,  especially  in  veloz,  is  slender;  and  in  ofrieop- 
iUue  rather  stout;  the  toes  are  long  and  slender,  the  outer  and 
middle  united  at  base  by  a  well-developed  web.  The  black 
claws  are  very  long,  much  curved  and  sharp;  eyes  in  old  birds 
are  reddish-am»ber  and  in  younger  birds  yellowish. 

The  tarsus  is  yellowish.  Birds  of  this  genus  are  exceed- 
ingly active  and  vigilant;  they  fly  with  great  rapidity  and  fre- 
quently pursue  and  catch,  when  on  the  wing  different  species 
of  wild  birds,  some  of  which  are  nearly  as  lanige  as  themselves. 
The  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  I  have  seen  capture  quail  when 
flying,  and  the  fierce  Goshawk  has  often  been  observed  to 
pursue  and  overtake  turkeys,  grouse,  blackbirds,  wild  pigeons, 
etc.  These,  and  not,  as  some  suppose,  birds  of  the  genus 
ButeOf  are  the  hawks  that  usually  commit  depredations  in  the 

•The  Hawks  and  Owls  of  the  United  States;  Bulletin.  No  3 
XT.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  I89S.  '        *    ' 
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poultry  yard  and  destroy  numerous  wild  birds,  particularly 
srouse  and  quail.  Tiie  ordinary  plumage  of  these  hawks  l» 
dark  brown  above,  (very  old  birds,  which  are  seldom  taken, 
have  upper  parts  bluish),  darkest  on  head,  and  lower  parts 
whitish,  variously  streaked  and  barred  with  dark  brown,  rusty 
and  pale  red.  In  old  Cooper's  and  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  the 
breast,  thighs  and  rest  of  under  parts,  except  crlssum  and 
throat,  which  are  chiefly  white,  are  white  transversely  barred  with 
light  red.  Full  plum  aged  Goshawks  have  top  of  head  black 
with  light  grayish  blue  and  whitish  under  parts  with  numer- 
ous and  irregular  mottlings,  streaks  and  lines  of  black,  white 
and  dusky. 

The  destructive  nature  of  representatives  of  the  genus  Ac- 
cipiter,  which  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  bringing  so 
much  odium  on  the  good  name  of  all  birds  of  the  hawk  kind 
in  Pennsylvania  is  well  illustrated  by  again  turning  to  Dr. 
Fisher's  admirable  report  where  records  of  320  postmortem  ex- 
aminations are  made  as  follows:  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  {Aceip^ 
iter  veloz):  "Of  159  stomachs  examined,  6  contained  poultry 
or  game  birds;  99,  other  birds;  6,  mice;  5,  insects;  and  52  were 
empty."  From  this  summary  it  will  be  observed  that  of  107 
stomachs  which  had  in  them,  when  the  hawks  were  killed, 
food  materials,  not  less  than  105  contained  birds  (chiefly  spar- 
rows of  different  species,  warblers,  thrushes,  vireos,  orioles, 
etc.)  and  poultry  or  game  birds.  This  kind  of  eviidence  gives 
conclusive  proof  that  the  daring  and  sanguinary  little  ShartT?- 
shinned  Falcon  does  not  merit  the  good  will  or  protection  of 
farmers,  poulterers,  sportsmen  or  naturalists. 

THE  COOPER'S  HAWK. 

Cooper's  Hawk  iAeeipiter  cooperi):  "Of  133  stomachs  ex- 
amined, 34  contained  poultry  or  game  birds;  52,  other  birds; 
11,  mammals;  1,  frog;  3,  lizards;  2,  insects;  and  39  were  empty." 
By  these  dissections  last  noted  we  see  that  of  94  stomachs 
containing  foodstuffs,  86  or  all  but  8  had  in  them  poultry 
and  birds,  game  or  other  kinds.  The  reference  to  "poultry," 
in  the  summary  last  given,  refers  to  chickens,  both  adult  and 
young,  pigeons,  and  probably  to  other  kinds  of  domestic 
fowls  not  particularized  by  name.  Under  the  head  of  "game 
birds"  Dr.  Fisher's  tables  show  that  in  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  states  the  Cooper's  Hawk  destroys  many  Quail 
(Bob-White)  and  Ruffed  Grouse,  while  in  Arizona  Gambel's 
Quail  is  frequently  captured  by  this  audacious  hawk.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  columns  headed  "other  birds"  In  Dr.  Fisher's 
tables,  gives  the  following  species,  which  were  identified: 


Chewink, 
Tree   Sparrow, 
Song  Sparrow. 
Meadow  Lark, 
Flicker, 
Goldfinch, 
Field  Sparrow, 
Robin, 


Purple   Grackle, 

Snow-bird  (Junco), 

Savanna  Sparrow, 

English  Sparrow, 

Nuthatch, 

Hermit  Thrush, 

Dove, 

Orange-crowned    Warbler. 


The    mammals   which    were   found     and     identified    In    the 
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eleven  stomanhs  previously   noted,  are  mentioned  by  name  in 
the  order  as  appended: 

Moust.  Kccky   Mountain   Chipmunk. 

Chipmunk.  Kabbit. 

Red  Squirrel.  Cotton  Rat. 

Gray  Squirrel,  Cal.  Crround  Squirrel. 

BUT  FEW  INSECTS. 

The  amount  of  insect-food  coivsumed  by  this  species,  If  these 
133  examinations  made  of  hawks  captured  during:  all  seasons 
of  the  year  in' different  sections  of  the  United  States,  are  to 
be  taken  as  a  safe  criterion,  must  be  very  Insigrnlflcant. 
Scrutinizing  the  tables,  we  see  that  on  September  18,  1886,  a 
Cooper's  Hawk,  at  River  Dale,  New  Jersey,  departed  this  life 
and  left  in  his  stomach  a  single  badly  crushed  grasshopper. 
The  natural  presumption  is  that  this  particular  Cooper's 
Hawk  became  bewildered  while  In  the  land  of  "skeeters  and 
sand,"  otherwise  he  never  would  have  condescended  to  take 
such  humble  quarry.  Another  example,  taken  May  20,  1877,  in 
the  township  of  East  Goshen,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  an 
old  male  Cooper's  Hawk,  was  killed  near  thei  edge  of  a  woods 
by  a  swamp,  where  he  often  watched  for  Red-winged  Black- 
birds and  Quail;  his  stomach,  the  records  show,  contained 
mice  (perhaps  arvicola)  and  beetles. 

THE  GOSHAWK. 

Goshawk  {Accipiter  €Uricapillu$):  "Of  28  stomachs  exam- 
ined, 9  contained  poultry  or  game  birds;  2,  other  birds;  10. 
mammals;  3,  insects;  1,  centipede;  and  8  were  empty."  Of 
these  20  stomachs  which  contained  food  materials,  11  had  re- 
mains of  poultry  (5  poultry  only)  Ruffed  Grouse  and  quail  or 
other  birds;  7  contained  only  mammals  as  follows,  2,  rabbi t> 
1,  mouse  and  weasel;  1,  Gray  Squirrel;  1,  squirrel,  species  not 
given;  2,  red  squirrels.  One  stomach  showed  remain^?  of  a 
Ruflfed  Grouse  and  two  red  squirrels;  another  a  domestic  fowl 
("not  named),  and  with  the  remains  of  this  fowl  were  30  sphinx 
larvae  and  3  centipedes;  a  Ruffed  Grouse  and  a  Gray  Squirrel 
had  satisfied  the  necessities  of  a  third  Goshawk;  anoih»*r  of 
these  fierce  hawks  had  eaten  a  rabbit  and  a  few  locusts,  and  In 
the  stomach  of  a  Goshawk  taken  April  12,  1886.  at  Rlmlra.  Now 
York,  some  mice  and   beetles  were  disclosed  by   dissection. 
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SWALLOW-TAILED  KITE. 
Elanoides  forficatus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Bill  rather  small  and  moderately  stout  and  narrow;  feet 
small  but  stout;  claws  short  but  strongly  curved;  wings  very 
long  and  pointed;  tall  long  and  deeply  forked,  the  outside 
feathers  being  more  than  twice  as  long  as  the  middle  pair. 
On  the  wing  this  hawk  looks  and  moves  like  a  hug§  swallow. 
Head,  neck,  band  across  rump,  basal  portion  of  secondaries 
and  entire  lower  parts  pure  white;  interscapulars  and  lesser 
wing-coverts  purplish  black;  rest  of  back,  wings  and  tail  slaty 
black.  Bill  blue  black;  legs  and  feet  dull  bluish-yellow;  iris 
brown;  length  variable;  a  female  before  me  measures  24  inches 
Jong;  wing  17;  lateral  tall  feathers  12^  inches. 

MabitiiL—^c uthern  United  Staies,  especially  l-i  the  interior, 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Minnesota  southward,  through  Cen- 
tral and  South  America;  westward  to  the  great  plains.  Casual 
eastward  to  southern  New  England. 

The  Swallow  tailed  Kite  or  **Wasp-liawk,"  as  it  is 
generally  called  in  Florida,  where  it  is  common,  is  a 
very  rare  and  irregular  visitor  in  Pennsylvania.  A 
specimen  in  the  museum  of  the  Linnaean  Society,  at 
Lancaster  city,  was  captured  many  years  ago  in  Lan- 
caster county.  Prof.  H.  J.  Roddy  obtained  one  May 
27,  1KS5,  in  Perry  county;  and  a  straggler  was  also  a 
few  years  since  found  in  Allegheny  county  by  Mr. 
K.  (\  Wronsliall,  of  Pittsburgh.  In  the  stomachs  of 
fi\e  of  these  Kites  which  I  killed  in  Florida  in  March 
and  April,  iss.").  there  were  found  grasshoppers,  bee- 
tles, toads  and  lizards.  According  to  different  writers 
they  feed  principally  on  grasshoppers,  beetles,  cater- 
pillars, small  snakes,  lizards  and  frogs. 

DOES  NOT  MOI^EST  POULTRY. 

T  have  made  many  inquiries  in  the  south  where 
these  Kites  were  plentiful  and  was  invariably  told  by 
persons  who  had  been  familiar  with  the  birds  all  their 
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Jives  that  thev  Ui*ver  were  knowD  to  disturb  poultry 
or  game  of  aiiv  kind.  Tt'Stimoiiv  from  all  sides  cou 
firms  this  assertion.  In  post-mortem  examinations  of 
six  stomachs  of  these  Kites,  recorded  by  Dr.  A.  K. 
Fisher,*  the  following  insects,  lizards,  etc.,  were 
found: 


Locality. 


Hawklnsville.  Fla., 


Date. 


March  31,  ISS").  :  Lizard,  grasshoppers,  tree 
*      toad,  beetles. 
Hawklnsville,  Fla.,    | March  31,  18n."),  '  Lizard.         grasshoppers. 
j  '      beetles. 

Dixon  county.  Neb  .    June,   1865 1  60  locusts,  5  other  insects 

Dixon  county.  Neb..  !  Tune,   1865,    i  69  locusts.  3  other  insets. 

?arpy  county,  Neb..)  Sept.,  1873,   i  75   insects. 

Woodvllle,    Minn.,..  !  April   2H.   lsS8.      Beetle,  wasp. 


VIEWS  OF  VARIOUS  WRITERS. 

Audubon  speaks  of  often  seeing  these  hawks  with 
long  slender  snakes  hanging  from  their  talons,  and  he 
gives  the  following  account  (quoted  from  Dr.  A.  K. 
Fisher's  Bulletin  No.  8)  of  two  stomachs  collected  in 
Texas: 

"In  the  stomach  (of  one  bird)  are  six  snakes,  of  a  very  slen- 
der form  and  light-green  color,  one  of  them  22V^  inches  in 
length,  together  with  one  large  larva,  3  inches  long,  and  two 
coleopterous  (beetles)  insects.  Some  of  the  snakes  have  been 
swallowed  whole,  although  bruised,  the  rest  broken  into  large 
pieces  several  inches  long.  •  •  *  ♦  In  another 
male  shot  in  the  same  country,  on  the  same  day,  the  stomach 
contained  a  slender  snake  19  inches  long,  six  lizai-ds.  and  four 
beautiful,  very  large  coleopterous  insects,  with  two  eggs  of 
reptiles  7*4  inches  long."— (Ornith,  Blographv,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
372-374.) 

This  specit^s  rarely  alights  (m  the  ground;  Mr.  H. 
W.  Henshaw  states  that  he  found  these  Kites  commcm 
on  the  Miami  river,  Florida,  and  fiecjuently  saw  them 

♦The  Hawks  and  Owls  of  the  United  States  in  Itelitlon  to 
Agriculture;  Bulletin  No.  3.  Division  of  Ornithology  and  Mam- 
raolcgy.  United   States  Department  of  Agriculture.  1893 
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in  mid  air  feeding  upon  snakes,  which  appeared  to  be 
their  favorite  food  in  that  locality.  The  writings  of 
Dr.  Fisher  show  very  positively,  that  this  Kite  never 
disturbs  poultry,  birds  or  even  small  mammals,  which 
last  named  animals  are  so  often  preyed  upon  by 
the  smaller  and  weaker  hawks.    Dr.  Pisher  says: 

"The  principal  food  of  this  Kite  is  small  snakes,  lizards, 
frogs  and  various  kinds  of  Insects.  It  never  molests  femall 
mammals  or  birds.  Aanongr  insects  It  is  especially  fond  of 
wasp  Icrvae,  grasshoppers  and  dragon  files,  and  Its  *^ower  to 
change  the  direction  of  flight  is  most  markedly  shown  In 
capturing  the  latter  insects,  for  its  efforts  to  secure  them 
Is  often  necessary  for  it  to  turn  almost  completely  over  in  its 
evolutions.' 

In  Florida  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam  often  saw  these 
Kites  dart  down  and  pick  a  wasp's  nest  from  the  un- 
der side  of  a  leaf  of  some  high  palmetto  and  fly  off 
with  it,  devouring  while  on  the  wing,  the  grubs  it  con- 
tained.—(Am.  Nat.,  vol.  Vin,  1874,  p.  88.) 

Mr.  H.  Nehrling  speaks  of  these  birds'  food  in  Texas 
as  follows: 

•'In  August  and  September  the  birds  are  often  seen  in  cot- 
ton fields,  where  they  feed  on  cotton  worms  and  other  in- 
sects. They  are  particularly  fond  of  small  snakes,  such  as 
Fveptopbis,  Rhlnostoma  cocclnea,  lizards  (Anolius  carollnensls 
and  Aroeiviv  sex-Uneata.)  I  have  never  seen  them  take  a 
bird  or  small  quadruped/'— Bull.  Nutt.  Ornlth.  Club,  Vol.  VII, 
1882.  p.  173.) 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

"It  probably  breeds  In  suitable  localities  throu-?h«)ut  its 
ranfire,  even  to  the  northern  limit.  Its  nest  has  been  taken 
In  Minnesota,  and  according:  to  a  very  interestingr  note  by 
Mr.  Austin  F.  Park,  it  is  very  probalble  that  a  pair  bred  in 
Rennsselaer  county.  New  York.  In  1886.  (The  Auk,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  484.)  In  the  southern  part  of  the  United  States  this  species 
^begins  to  breed  about  the  last  of  April  or  first  of  May,  while 
farther  north  It  is  past  the  middle  of  the  latter  month  before 
a  full  complement  of  eggs  is  deposited.  The  nest  is  situated 
in  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees  and  is  placed  among  the  smaller 
branches,  where  It  Is  well  hidden  by  the  thick  follaffe.  Oc- 
casionally it  is  built  toward  the  end  of  a  large  Wmb,  20  feet 
or  more  from  the  main  trunk,  the  supporting  branch  usually 
being  not  more  than  a  few  inches  in  diameter.  The  nest 
oftentimes  Is  a  rude  structure,  made  of  sticks  only,  and  re- 
sembles  closely    in    appearance    that   of   some   of   tiie   herons. 
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whUe  others  are  more  subetantial.  from  the  lining  of  Spanish 
moi«B  or  soft  inner  bark  of  the  cottonwood  which  Lhey  con- 
tain; rarely  a  nest  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  Spanish 
mot>s. 

"The  number  of  egga  in  a  set  is  usually  two,  though  three 
and  four,  and  probably  even  more  are  sometimes  deposited. 
Audubon  found  a  nest  near  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  in  1820, 
which  contained  four  young.  The  male  is  very  attentive  and 
assists  the  female  in  building  the  nest  and  incubating  the 
eggs,  as  well  as  In  collecting  a  large  proportion  of  the  food  for 
the  young.  After  the  breeding  season  this  Kite  is  more  or 
less  gregarious;  families  of  four  or  five  are  usually  found 
together,  and  occasionally  flocks  of  fifty  or  more.  This  species 
is  quite  wary  and  difllcult  to  approach,  ',ut  if  '^ne  of  the 
flock  is  killed  or  wounded,  the  others  will  fly  around  it,  and  a 
number  may  be  secured  before  they  take  alarm  and  move  off. 

ITS  PLIGHT  EASY  AND  GRACEFUL. 

"The  flight  is  smooth  and  protracted,  and  for  grace  and 
elegance  is  not  excelled  by  that  of  any  other  species.  To  fully 
appreciate  its  superiority  one  must  see  the  bird  on  the  wing, 
for  no  language  can  describe  the  beauty  of  the  ever-varying 
movements.  No  matter  whether  the  bird  is  soaring  far  above 
the  earth,  skimming  lightly  over  its  surface,  or  fcllowiug  the 
different  gyrations  of  son^e  fleeting  Ineect,  the  observer  Is 
surprised  as  well  as  charmed  at  the  wonderful  exhibition. 
Often  It  will  stop  in  mid  air,  and  with  half  closed  wings  and 
deprofiseJ  tall,  shake  Itself  much  after  the  manner  of  swal- 
lows whll(»  bathing.  Although  It  often  alights  on  trees,  it 
rai'cJy  is  seen  on  the  ground,  and  even  when  capturing  Its 
prey  it  glides  swiftly  over  fhe  surface,  reaching  down  at  the 
proper  mcment  to  secure  the  quarry.  It  generally,  if  not 
always,  feed^  while  in  mid  air,  bending  Its  head  downward 
and  toward  the  talons  to  tear  the  object  !n  Its  grasp.  It 
drinks  while  skimming  rapidly  over  the  surface  of  the  water 
as  do  the  swifts,  swallows  and  many  other  birds."— (Dr. 
Plsher.    Bull.    3.) 
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MISSISSIPPI  KITE. 
Ictinia  missis^ippiensiH. 

DESCRIPTION. 

"General  form  short  and  compact.  Bill  short,'  tip  emargrin- 
ated;  wings  long,  pointed;  tail  rather  short,  emarginated;  tarsi 
short. 

^^Adult. — Upper  parts  of  body  dark  lead  color,  nearly  blaclc 
on  rump;  head  and  under  parts  cinereous,  darkest  on  abdomen; 
quills  and  tall  brownish-black;  •  •  •  tip.s  of  secondaries 
ashy-white:  a  longitudinal  stripe  on  each  web  of  primaries 
chestnut  rufous."  (Length  of  male  about  14  Inches  extent 
about  36;  female  a  little  larger.)— B.  B.  of  N.  A. 

Habitat —  Southern  United  States,  southward  from  South 
Carolina  on  the  coast,  and  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  in  the  interior 
to    Mexico.     Rare  straggler   in    Pennsylvania. 

I  have  never  met  with  it  in  this  State.    The  only 
specimen  that  has  been  taken  here,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  was  shot  in  September,  1892,  in  Cumberland 
county.    This  specimen  is  in  the  museum  of  the  Penn 
sylvania  State  College. 

FEEDS  ON  INSECTS. 

Dr.  Fisher's  examinations  of  the  stomachs  of  this 
Kite,  show  that  it  subsists  like  the  Swallow-tailed 
Kite,  principally  on  grasshoppers,  large  beetles,  katy- 
dids, crickets,  etc.  It  does  not  visit  the  poultry  yard 
and  game  birds  or  game  mammals  are  never  attacked 
by  it.  Tjzards,  small-sized  snakes  and  frogs  are  some 
times  preyed  upon  by  this  Kite  when  insect  food  is  not 
readily  secured. 

Never  having  had  the  opportunity  of  studying  this 
bird  in  life  I  take  the  following  extracts  from  Dr. 
Fisher's  Bulletin: 

The  Mii^Blssippi  Kite,  like  the  other  American  species,  in- 
habits the  more  southern  parts  of  our  territory.  It  is  dis- 
tributed fTom  Guatemala  north  tlirough  eastern  Mexico  and 
the    soutl'ern    T'nlt^d    Stato.s    east    of    the    Rocky    Mountains, 
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occurring  regularly  as  far  north  as  Georgia,  Southern  1  Hindis, 
Indian  Territory  and  Kansas,  and  casually  to  Iowa  and  Wis- 
consin. A  few  remain  in  the  southern  United  States  all  win- 
ter, but  the  greater  part  pass  on  to  Mexico  during  October, 
and  return  again  In  the  latter  part  of  April.  •  •  • 
"Thrte  specimens  which  Wilson  examin*?d  at  Natchez.  MIps., 
cr.ntained  the  remains  of  beetles,  and  he  ^faw  them  flylog 
about  the  trees  feeding  on  cicadas.  Dr.  Coues  mentions  one 
shot  at  Bluff  ton,  South  Carolina,  whose  stomach  was 
crammed  with  the  same  insects,  together  with  a  few  katydids. 
It  is  wonderful  at  what  a  distance  its  keen  eyes  can  detect 
a  con:paratively  small  insect.  Mr.  E.  W.  Xels^n  says:  'I 
faw  them  repeatedly  dart  with  unerring  aim  upon  some  luck- 
less grasshopper  from  an  elevation  of  at  least  100  yards."— 
(Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  Vol.  LX,  1877,  p.  58.) 

THE   NEST   AND  EGGS. 

"As  regards  the  economic  value  of  this  Kite,  much  of  the 
same  statement  may  be  made  as  of  the  previous  species.  It 
does  little  or  no  damage,  but  much  good.  Soon  after  arriv- 
ing in  its  summer  home  it  begins  to  remodel  its  old  nest  or  the 
deserted  nest  of  some  other  bird,  and  more  rarely,  when  these 
are  not  available,  it  builds  a  new  one.  Th^  remodeling  con- 
sists in  patching  up  the  sides  with  a  few  sticks  and  adding 
a  sparse  lining  of  Spanish  moss  or  green  leaves.  The  nest  is 
usually  situated  in  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees,  among  the 
smaller  branches,  where  it  is  well  concealed  by^  the  foliage. 
The  full  complement  of  eggs,  usually  two  or  three  in  number, 
is  deposited  by  the  middle  of  May,  though  in  some  cases  it 
must  be  much  earlier,  for  the  writer  once  secured  a  young 
bird  in  southern  Louisiana  the  last  of  May  which  already 
had  acquired  nearly  the  adult  plumage. 

NOT   A    SHY   BIRD. 

"The  Kite  is  not  at  all  shy,  and  may  be  secured  easily  as 
it  sits  on  some  tall  stub;  In  fact.  Col.  N.  S.  Goss  tells  of 
shooting  a  pair  from  the  same  tree,  as  the  second  one  did  not 
move  at  the  report  of  the  gun,  but  looked  down  with  sur- 
prise on  Its  fallen  companion.  It  is  said  to  be  morose  and  ir- 
ritable in  captivity  and  very  dimcult  to  tame.  A  specimen 
which  the  writer  once  wounded  was  the  very  picture  of  rage 
as  with  flashing  eyes  and  erect  crest  It  threw  itself  on  its 
back  and  prepared  to  repel  the  aggressor  with  Its  talons. 

"This  species  Is  fully  as  gregarious  as  any  of  the  other 
Kites,  and  oftentimes  may  be  seen  in  flocks  of  twenty  or 
more  circling  over  a  favorite  hunting  ground.  It  is  observed 
most  frequently  around  the  border  of  woods  in  the  vicinity 
of  water,  and  Is  particularly  fond  of  half  cleared  ground 
where  dead  trees  still  stand,   these  being  used  for  perches. 

"Its  flight  is  as  varied  and  graceful  as  that  of  the  Swallow- 
tailed  Kite,  is  long  protracted,  and  the  bird  often  ascends 
to  so  great  a  height  as  to  be  barely  visible.  While  soaring 
high  in  the  air  Its  flight  simulates  that  of  the  Turkey  Buz- 
zard very  dlosely.  and  as  the  two  birds  often  are  seen  to- 
gether the  Kite  looks  lilce  a  miniature  of  the  other." 
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MAR8H  HAWK. 

c^ircus  hodflonias. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Face  partly  encircled  by  a  ruflf  or  fmp^rf'-'t  (nfiai  di^r  of 
small  stiffened  feath«^rs  as  in  the  owls;  nostrilH  lars**:  wings 
lonsr  and  pointed;  tall  long;  tarsus  long  and  Hlend*-r. 

JHfale.'—Ughi  bluish  gray  abf»ve  and  on  n^rk  and  breast: 
upper  tail-coverts  and  most  of  under  parts  white:  som»- 
under  feathers  under  wings  and  lowf-r  part  of  br^-ast  and 
abdomen  spotted  with  rusty.  Ff-male  and  young  are  dark- 
brown  above,  streaked  on  head  and  neck  with  rfddish 
brown;  below  reddish-brown,  much  brighter  in  som^  speci- 
mens than  others;  upper  tafT-roverta  white.  Liength  of  fe- 
male about  IS  to  20  inches;  extent  about  44;  tail  9  or  10  inf-h^s; 
bill  and  claws  blackish;  If^gs.   feet  and  eyf-s  yellf»w. 

H^aMfa<.— North   Am*=Tina   in   general,   south   to   I'anama. 

The  Marsh  Hawk,  known  also  as  Harrier  and  Bo^'- 
trotter,  is  most  frequently  seen  throughout  Pennsyl 
vania  in  the  spring  and  fall,  but  it  breeds  oftm  in  dif- 
ftn'ut  parts  of  the  State,  and  in  some  of  the  southern 
counties  it  is  found  during  all  months  of  the  year.  ltj< 
nr^st,  with  egtrs  or  young,  have  been  found  by  the  fol 
lowing  gentlemen  in  their  respeetive  rounties:  Dr. 
John  W.  Detwill<»r,  Northampton;  K.  C.  Wrenshall, 
Allegheny;  H.  J.  Roddy,  Perry;  Dr.  Van  Fleet,  Clin 
ton;  Geo.  S.  Morris,  Philadelphia;  Hon.  G.  (\  Brown. 
York;  Otto  Behr,  Sullivan;  \V.  W.  Stoey,  Dauphin, 
and  J.  L.  <^'amp,  Bradford.  I  hav<^  observed  the  Marsh 
Hawk  to  b(*  jnost  numerous  in  the  fall,  frequenting 
the  extensive  and  gras.sy  meadow  lands,  chiefly  about 
the  large  streams. 

When  flying  this  species  can  c*asily  be  distinguished 
from  other  hawks  by  the  white  upper  tail-coverts,  soi 
consj)icuous  in  the  females  and  immature  birds,  or 
those  usually  met  with.  The  old  male,  rare  and  sel- 
dom found  in  this  section,  can  be  recognized  by  the 
bluish  white  plumage. 
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THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

The  nest  of  the  Marsh  Hawk  diflfers  from  that  of  all 
others  of  the  family  which  breed  here,  in  being  placed 
on  the  ground,  and  usually,  it  is  said,  in  a  swamp  or 
meadow.  The  nest,  according  to  different  writers,  is 
composed  of  sticks,  grasses,  hay,  etc.,  or  sometimes 
no  nest  is  made,  the  eggs  simply  being  deposited  on  a 
bed  of  grass,  moss,  etc.,  on  the  ground.  "Eggs,  thn'o 
to  eight,  1.80  by  1.41,  white  or  bluish-white,  usually 
plain,  but  often  more  or  less  spotted  or  blotched  with 
pale  brown.'' — Ridgw^ay. 

FEEDS   ON   MICE. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  these  hawks  rarely, 
if  ever,  prey  upon  any  kinds  of  game  except  sometimes 
an  occasional  Reed  bird,  gunners,  who  so  industriously 
search  over  the  swamps  never  fail  to  destroy  every 
Marsh  Hawk  which  comes  within  range  of  their  deadly 
weapons. 

Marsh  Hawks  rarely  disturb  poultry,  but  subsist 
mainly  on  field  mice,  other  small  quadrupeds,  frogs, 
large  insects  and  sometimes,  though  seldom  they  catch 
small  wild  birds.  In  writing  of  the  food-habits,  etc., 
of  this  species  Xuttall  says:  'T[t  frequents  chiefly, 
open,  low  and  marshy  situations,  over  which  it  sweeps 
or  .skims  along  at  a  little  distance  usually  from  the 
ground,  in  quest  of  mice,  small  birds,  frogs,  lizards 
and  other  reptiles,  which  it  often  selects  by  twilight 
as  well  as  in  the  open  day;  and  at  times,  pressed  by 
hunger,  it  joins  the  owls,  and  seeks  out  its  prey  even 
by  moonlight." 

In  fourteen  examinations  made  by  myself,  seven 
hawks  had  only  field  mice  in  their  stomachs;  three, 
frogs;  two,  small  birds  (warblers);  one,  few  feathers, 
apparently  of  a  sparrow  (Meloapiza)  and  fragments  of 
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iriH4>frs;  on«-.  hir;:o  number  of  grasshoppers  with  a  small 
<|iinnriry  of  hair,  evidently  that  of  a  young  rabbit. 

WHAT    VARIOUS    WRITERS    SAY. 

Concerning  the  food  of  this  bird  different  writers 
speak  as  follows: 

"When  prf-y  !«!  d;scr.ver»^<l  the  hawk  poises  for  a  irioment 
over  the  s]r>t  ani  iht^n  dro[.s  quickly  on  it,  and  if  successful 
Is  sure  to  If-a*  over  ih-:?  same  place  before  leaving.  It  gen- 
erally devours  its  quarry  on  or  near  the  spot  where  captured, 
instead  of  rarrving  it  away.  Its  f<)Od  consists  largely  of  small 
rodents,  such  as  meadow  mice,  half-grown  squirrels,  rabbits 
and  spermophiles  or  ground  squirrels.  In  fact,  so  extensively 
does  it  feed  on  the  last  named  animals  that  the  writer  rarely 
has  examin«=^d  a  stomach  from  the  West  which  did  not  contain 
th*^ir  r<"'mains. 

FEEDS    OX    REPTILES    AND    INSECTS. 

In  addition  to  the  above  it  preys  upon  lizards,  frogs,  snakes. 
Insf-cts  and  birds;  of  the  latter,  the  smaller  ground-dwelling 
species  usually  are  taken.  When  hard  pressed  it  is  said  in 
feed  on  ofTal  and  carrion,  and  in  the  spring  and  fall,  when 
water  fowl  are  abundant,  it  occasionally  preys  upon  dead 
an<l  wound<'d  birda^left  by  gunners.  It  seldom  chases  birds  on 
the  wing,  though  the  writer  has  seen  it  do  so  In  a  few  In- 
stances."—Fisher   Bulletin   No.   3. 

Aodnbon  says: 

"The  food  of  the  Marj^h  Hawk  consists  of  insects  of  various 
kinds,  espf^cially  crickets;  of  lizards,  frogs,  snakes,  birds, 
principally  the  smaller  sorts,  although  It  will  attack  par- 
tridges, plovers,  and  even  green-winged  teals,  when  urged  by 
excessive    hunger." 

Mr.  n.  W.  Henshaw,  whose  extensive  field  experi- 
ence in  the  W^st  gave  him  abundant  opportunity  of 
Uioroughly  acquainting  himself  with  the  habits  of  this 
species,  says: 

"They  were  seen  at  all  hours  of  the  day  ♦  ♦  *  ♦ 
in  search  of  mice  and  gophers,  which,  when  obtainable,  con- 
stitute the  major  part  of  their  food.  When  urged  by  hunger. 
It  may  attack  birds,  and  I  remember  to  have  once  been  robbed 
of  a  widgeon  I  had  killed  and  kept  lying  in  the  water,  by  one 
of  these  birds;  but  generally  they  confine  their  attacks  to 
the  humblest  kind  of  game,  which  possess  neither  the 
strength  to  enable  them  to  resist  nor  the  activity  te  evade 
the  sudden  descent  of  their  winged  enemy.**— Ornlth,  Wheeler 
Survey.    100    Merid..    1875. 
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Mr.  RolH.'rt  Rid^wav  found  tho  siomachs  and  crop* 
of  these  hawks  which  he  obtained  al  Pvniniid  Lake, 
Nevada,  "filled  to  their  utmost  capacity  with  the  re 
mains  of  small  lizards,  and  nothing  else." 

PROTECTS  THE  CROPS. 

There  is  another  way  in  which  it  protects  crops,  albt'it 
unconsciously,  as  appears  from  the  following:  *It  Is  also  said 
to  be  very  serviceable  in  the  southern  rice  fields  in  interrupt - 
ingr  the  devastations  made  by  swarms  of  bobolinks.  As  it 
sails  low  and  swiftly  over  the  fields  it  keeps  the  flocks  in  per- 
petual fluctuation  and  greatly  Interrupts  their  depredations. 
Wilson  states  that  one  marsh  hawk  was  considered  by  the 
planters  equal  to  several  negroes  for  alarming  the  rice 
birds.*  ••—(Hist.  N.   A.  Birds,   Vol.  Ill,  p.  218) 

"Dr  Merriam  bears  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing. 
for  while  at  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  he  saw  an  immense 
flock  of  bobolinks  driven  from  a  fit  Id  by  one  of  these  hawks, 
which  simply  passed  ovtrr  at  a  consideral»le  htight.  and  made 
no  movement  to  molest  them. 

"Although  the  hawk  occasionally  carries  off  poultry  and 
game  birds,  its  etM>nomlc  value  as  a  destroyer  of  mammal 
pests  is  so  great  that  its  slight  irregularities  should  be  par- 
doned. Unfortunately,  however,  the  farmer  and  sportsman 
shoot  It  down  at  sight,  regardless  or  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
it  preserves  an  immense  quantity  of  grain,  thousands  of 
fruit  trees  and  innumerable  nests  of  game  birds  by  destroy- 
ing the  vermin  which  eat  the  grain,  girdle  the  trees  and  de- 
vour the  eggs  and  young  of  the  birds. '—Dr.  Fisher,  Bulletin 
No.    3. 

A   FRIEND  OF  THE  FARMER. 

A  study  of  this  badlj  abased  bird  should  couvinot 
any  fair-minded  person  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  bene- 
ficial of  the  birds  of  prey.  It  should  be  allowed  to 
multiply  and  not  be  wantonly  slaujjjhtered  by  fanners 
and  jrunners,  simply  for  no  better  reason  than  that  it 
is  a  **hawk.'  It  is  a  most  persistent  hunter  of  meadow 
mice,  which  in  recent  years  have  done  so  much  dam- 
age in  many  parts  of  Pennsylvania.  This  surely  enti- 
tles it  to  protection;  and  if  farmers  and  others  who  dr 
stroy  the  Marsh  Hawks  which  visit  their  premises  were 
aware  of  the  benefit  these  birds  do,  I  am  confident 
such   cruel   slaughter   would   cease,  and   great   good 
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would  800U  follow  in  the  decrease  of  destructive  ro 
dents,  which  commit  such  serious  depredations  in  the 
vinevards,  and  in  the  grass  and  grain  tields. 

(^msulting  Dr.  Fislier's  tables  on   tlie  food  of  the 
Marsh  Hawk  we  find  that  **of  124  stomachs  examined, 
7  contained  poultry  or  game  birds;  34,  other  birds;  T)?, 
mice;  22,  olher  mammals;  7,  reptiles;  2,  frogs;  14,  in 
sects;  1,  indeterminate  matter;  and  8  were  empty." 
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¥;harp-shinnei)  hawk. 

Accipiter  velox. 

DESCRIPTION. 

AdulL— Upper  parts  uniform  dark  bluish-gray;  top  of  head 
somewhat    darker;    tail    is    martoed    with    several    transverse 

blackish  bands;  lower  parts  white;  the  breast  and  sides 
being  barred  with  brownish  black  or  rufous.  Iris,  reddish- 
orange. 

Immature,— Vpper  parts  dusky;  usually,  with  numerous 
lighter  spots,  and  the  feathers  more  or  less  conspicuously 
bordered  with  rusty;  lower  parts  whitish,  marked  with  brown 
and   dusky   streaks.     Iris,    light  yellow. 

A  large  female  of  this  species  measures  about  14  inches  in 
length  by  26  inches  in  extent;  the  even  or  slightly  notched 
tail  measures  about  8%  Inches;  the  male  Is  smaller. 

Habitat— 'S or th  America  at  large.  Common  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, particularly  in   sparsely  settled   regions. 

The  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  is  known  in  different  sec- 
tions of  Pennsylvania  by  a  variety  of  local  names,  the 
most  common  of  which  are,  "partridge"  or  "little  quail 
hawk,"  "pigeon  hawk,"  and  "brown  hawk."  Unfor- 
tunately much  of  this  hawk's  destructive  work  in  the 
poultry  yard  and  to  game  and  small  wild  birds  is 
wrongfully  attributed  to  the  beautiJul  and  servicable 
Sparrow  Hawk,  which,  on  account  of  its  size,  is  fre- 
quently mistaken  by  farmers,  poultry-raisers  and 
sportsmen  for  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  which  annual- 
ly destroys  a  large  amount  of  domestic  fowls,  quail  and 
grouse. 

This  extremely  daring  and  spirited  little  hawk  is  one 
of  the  most  abundant  of  our  North  American  species. 
It  is  found  in  Pennsylvania  as  a  resident,  but  during 
the  spring  and  fall  migrations — March,  April,  Septem- 
ber and  October — it  is  plentiful,  being  frequently  met 
with  in  the  mountainous  and  heavily-wooded  districts, 
as  well  as  in  the  cultivated  and  rich  agricultural  re- 
gions.    Although  a  native  throughout  the  State,  it  is 
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much  more  numerous  during  (he  breeding  season  in 
thinlv  settled  and  wooded  districts.  Tlie  nests  in  this 
locality,  according  to  my  experience,  are  mostly  built 
in  low  trees,  and  they  are  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
small  twigs, 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

I  have  taken  two  nests,  both  built  in  low  cedar  trees; 
these  nests  were  entirely  constructed  of  small  twigs, 
and  were  loosely,  but  firmly  made.  The  cavity  of  one 
nest  was  quite  superficial,  but  that  of  the  other  was 
well  formed.  The  eggs — each  nest  contained  five — 
are  deposited  about  the  first  of  May.  They  are  nearly 
spherical,  white  or  bluish-white,  marked  with  large 
and  irregular  splashes  or  blotches  of  brown,  and  meas- 
ure about  1.4G  by  I.IG  inches.  Gentry,  a  close  ob- 
server and  facile  writer,  remarks  in  his  "Life  Histories 
of  Birds,"  that  the  "eggs,  in  some  instances,  are  laid 
on  consecutive  days,  but  we  have  positive  proofs  that 
sometimes  a  single  day  is  intermitted,  and  at  other 
times,  even  two  and  three  days  intervene  between  each 
deposit."  In  one  of  my  nests  I  found  two  days  to  in- 
tervene after  the  deposition  of  each  of  three  eggs,  and 
the  fifth  ovum  was  deposited  after  an  intervention  of 
three  days.  Gentry  has  found  them  breeding  in  the 
deserted  nest  of  the  common  grey  squirrel.  Mr.  J. 
Hoopes  Matlack,  of  We»t  Chester,  informs  me  he 
found  a  pair  breeding  in  an  old  crow's  nest;  such  sites, 
however,  Gentry  advises  us,  are  rarely  chosen.  It  is 
said  this  species  will  sometimes  build  on  a  ledge 
of  rock  or  on  hollow  and  decaying  tree  limbs.  One 
nest,  which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  from' 
its  early  commencement,  was  built  by  the  united  labor 
of  both  birds,  which  occupied  a  period  of  seven  days. 
Gentry,  who  doubtless,  has  had  a  more  extensive  ex 
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perience,  gives  three  and  four  days,  according  to  style, 
as  the  tiuK?  requisite  for  the  construction  of  the  nest. 

Various  writers  assert  that  dry  grass,  leaves,  moss, 
etc.,  aid  in  the  make-np  of  the  nests;  such,  no  doubt, 
is  the  case,  but  as  previously  stated,  I  have  found 
sticks  and  twigs  to  solely  constitute  the  nests. 

Incubation  is  alternately  engaged  in  by  both  birds, 
which,  while  they  show  great  solicitude  for  their  oflf- 
spring,  repelling  all  bird  intruders  with  the  most  di* 
termined  zeal  and  pugnacity,  will,  when  molested  by 
man,  show  marked  timidity,  and  leave  to  his  desecra 
tion  their  nest  and  its  contents.  The  young  are  care 
fully  watched  and  fed  by  the  parents,  chiefly  on  a  diet 
of  small  birds — sparrows  principally — until,  (ientr.\ 
says,  they  are  about  six  weeks  old,  when  they  are  able 
to  provide  food  for  themselves. 

FOND  OF  POULTRY  AND  SONG  BIRDS. 

This  hawk  occasionally  feeds  upon  insects,  mice  and 
reptiles,  but  the  greater  portion  of  its  food  consists  of 
wild  birds  and  poultry,  particularly  young  poultry. 
When  a  pair  of  Sharp-shinned  or  Cooper's  Hawks  nest 
in  the  neighborhood  of  a  farm,  where  young  chickens 
can  readily  be  captured,  they,  if  not  speedily  killed, 
will  visit  the  place  almost  daily  until  the  young  chicks 
have  all  been  destroyed,  and  if  the  hawks  are  not  mo 
lested  after  a  few  visits  to  the  coops,  they  scmmu  to  be- 
come more  bold  and  daring  every  day. 

KILLS    GAME    BIRDS. 

This  hawk  does  not  by  any  means  devote  his  atten 
tion  exclusively  to  young  poultry  when  he  comes  about 
the  farm  yard,  1)ut  often  may  be  seen  to  attack  and 
kill   chickens  when    two-thirds   or   even    full   grown; 
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Pheasauls  or  Kiiffed  (iruuse,  both  old  aud  young,  also 
quail,  are  destroyed  in  considerable  numbers  by  the 
Sharp  shinned  hawks.  Young  rabbits  and  s(|uiiTelK 
are  o(<*asioiially  eaptured  by  these  hawks,  and  on  one 
(K-casion,  a  few  years  ago,  a  hunter  of  my  acquaint 
anee  shot  and  presented  to  me  a  pair  of  these  hawks 
whi(;li  had  killed  several  young  wild  turkeys,  which  he 
said  were  about  one-third  grown.  I  have  known  both 
the  Sharp  shinned  and  (Jooper^s  Hawks,  which  had 
probably  been  watching  coveys  of  quail,  to  suddenly 
swoop  down  and  seize  a  quail  which  had  been  shot, 
when  the  sportsman  was  only  a  few  yards  from  the 
(piail  he  had  killed  or  wounded.  Doves,  which  in  re- 
cent years  or  since  the  wild  i^igeons  have  disappeared 
from  this  region,  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  sports- 
men in  many  sections  of  the  State,  are  very  often  de- 
stroyed by  these  hawks,  and  they  also  sometimes  at- 
tack domestic  pigeons. 

According  to  Nuttall: 

"This  species  feeds  particularly  upon  mice,  lizards,  small 
birds,  and  sometimes  even  squirrels.  In  thinly  settled  dis- 
trictii  this  Hawk  seems  to  abound,  and  p-^xn-es  extremely  de- 
structive to  young  chickens,  a  single  bird  having  been  known 
regularly  to  come  every  day  until  he  had  carried  away  be- 
tween  twenty  and   thirty." 

The  same  writer  relates  a  circumstances,  where  he 
was  one  day  convening  with  a  planter,  when  one  of 
these  hawks  came  down  and  without  any  ceremony* 
or  heeding  the  loud  cries  of  tin*  hou.sewife,  who  most 
reluctantly  witnessed  the  robbery,  snatched  away  ;« 
chicken  directly  before  them. 

T)r.  Cones  says: 

"It  preys  chiefly  upon  small  birds  and  quadrupeds,  captur- 
ing in  the  dashing  manner  of  all  the  species  of  this  group, 
and,  like  its  small  allies,  feeds  to  some  extent  upon  insects," 
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Sini^  tin*  advt'ut  and  alarming  incivase  of  tht*  Euj: 
Ii**h  Hparniw.  it  is  uoi  iiniisiial  for  the  Shar|>^slunntHl 
Hawk  to  pay  iHH*;i8ional  visits  to  towu8  aud  villages 
whrn*  he  should  Ih»  heartily  \\eKnmH*d  for  the  destruo- 
I'um  he  causes  among  these  fealhertnl  t>ests. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher  very  properly  siiys: 

"LittK-  can  \*e  said  in  favt*r  of  this  hawk,  although  its  dar- 
ing courage  and  Impudt^noe  are  lo  be  adnoired.  On  this  and 
the  two  following  species  fOiHn>ers  Hawk  and  Goshawk) 
mainly  rest  the  responsibility  for  the  ill-favor  with  which 
the  other  hawks  are  regarde<i.  A  sci>re  of  valuable  species 
suffer  because  they  belong  lo  a  class  which  includes  two  or 
three  noxious  kinds.  However,  like  mi^^t  villains,  it  has  at 
least  one  retlt-eming  nualiiy.  and  that  Is  its  fondness  for  the 
English  Sparn»w,  our  imported  bird  nuis«nce.** 

SOME  SMALL  BIRDS  IT  DEVOrRS. 

The  SharjvshinntHl  Hawk  is  known  to  kill  and  feed 
upon  the  following  species  of  small  wild  birds  which 
are  common  in  this  State: 

Meadow  I^rk.  Red-headeil    \ViK»dpecker. 

(^ommon   Robin.  t'at   Bin!. 

Crow  Blackbird.  English  Sparixjw. 

Cow    Blackbird,  Song   Sparniw. 

Blue  Bird.  Tree    Sparrow, 

Flicker,  Snow  Bird. 

Downy   Woodpecker,  Fox   Sparrow, 

Goldfinch.  Chipping  Sparrow. 

Savanna  Sparrow,  Orchard   Oriole. 

Baltimore  Oriole,  White-throated  Sparrow, 

Chickadee.  Brown   Thrush. 

Hermit   Thrush.  Myrtle  Warbler. 

Red  Eyed  VIreo,  Common    Pewoe. 
Black  Throated  Green  Warbler,   Oven  Bird. 
Red-winged   Blackbird, 

This  list  could  W  considerably  enlarged,  as  there  are 
many  other  kinds  of  birds  which  different  observers 
have  ideniified  among  the  stomach  contents  of  this 
hawk.  The  list-  is,  however,  sufficiently  large  to  give 
the  general  reader  a  very  ch»ar  idea  that  the  Sharp- 
shinned  is  ever  ready  to  capture  and  prey  upon  almost 
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any  bird  be  can  master.  The  stomach  contents  of 
twenty  seven  Sharp-shinned  llawks  examined  by  the 
writer,  are  jriven  in  the  following  table: 


No. 

Datu. 

Locality. 

Food  Mslerlalji. 
Song   sparrow. 

1,. 

( 

i  SepUmber  7,    1878,. 

Chester  county.   Pa..    .. 

2, . 

1  September  14,  478,. 

Chester  county.    Pa.,    .. 

Quail. 

3.. 

November   »,    1«7*, 

Newark,   Dela  wa  re 

(^hlcken. 

4.. 

November  17.   1179,. 

Chester  county.    Pa..    . 

Snowbird. 

u.  • 

Mmy  8.   1&79 

Chester  county,    Pa  .    .. 

Kleld   mice. 

e.. 

SepUmber  10    18Tl»,. 

1 

Chester  county.   Pa.,    .. 

English      nparrow 
JieJd    nilcee. 

un<] 

T, . 

'  May  3C.  1880 

Delaware  county.    Pa... 

Chicken. 

8.. 

;  June  2,  18S0 

Chester  county.  Pa..   ,. 

Chicken. 

».. 

1  June  3,  1880 

Chester  county.   Pa.,    .. 

Chicken. 

10^. 

Ausiiat23.  1881.  .... 

Chester  county.   Pa..    .. 

GraBshoppers    and 

ties. 
Quail. 

bee- 

11.. 

October  16.  1881.   ... 

Chester  county.    Pa..    .. 

12.. 

October  2»,   18^51,   ... 

Chepter  county.   Pa.,    .. 

Quail    and    frngmen 
beetles. 

ts  of 

13,, 

'  June  22,   1881 

Lancaster  county.    Ps.. 

Chicken. 

14,. 

October,    1881 

Chester  county.   Pa.,    .. 

Meadow    lark. 

15,. 

May  23.  Ihi^i 

York  county.   Pa 

Warbler. 

16.. 

December  IS.  1882,  . 

Chester  county.   Pa..    .. 

Song    sparrow 

17.. 

April  3.    1882 

Chester  count v.   Pa  .    .. 

Robin. 

18,. 

September  ^j.   \>ii. 

Chester  county.    Pa.,    .. 

Field    sparrow. 

1».. 

October  3,  18.V3 

Chester  county.   Pa,    .. 

English    8r>arrow. 

ao.. 

November  26,   1886.. 

Chester  county.   Pa.,    .. 

Song    sparrow    an<l 
8|>arrow. 

fr.X 

ai.. 

August  15,  1887 

T..y coming  county.  Pa... 

Mourning  dove. 

22,. 

September  19.  1887,. 

Dauphin  county.   Pa.,    . 

RufTed    grouse. 

22,. 

November  17.   li>87,. 

Delaware  county,    Pa.. 

Common    pigeon,    i 
ades. 

hi  k 

24. 

June  20,  1888 

LAckawanna  coun  t  y .  Pa . 

Red-eyed        vlreo 
chicken. 

an  1 

25,. 

October  1,  18W 

McKean   crunty     Pa.. 

Downy    wood  peck*  r 
snowbird. 

and 

26. 

August  27.   IStl.    .. 

Chester  county.   Pa  .    .. 

Brown    thrush    and 

ties. 
Field    mice   and    Er 

beo 

27,. 

December    10.    189:., 

t,uzeme  county.   Pa..    . 

Rlish 

sparrow. 
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(;OOPER'S  HAWK. 
Accipiter  cooperi. 

DESCRIPTION. 

^d«iU.— Above  uniform  bluish-gray,  and  top  of  head  black- 
ish: tail  has  several  transverse  blackish  bands;  lower  parts 
white;  breast  and  sides  being  barred  with  dusky  or  reddish- 
brown.    Iris    reddish    amber. 

JmmcUure,  —Above  dusky,  more  or  less  spotted  with  white 
and  reddish  brown;  tail  banded;  lower  parts  whitish  with 
long  brown  spots.  Iris  yellow.  A  large  female  measures 
from  18  to  20  inches  in  length  by  36  in  extent;  the  long  and 
rounded   tail   measures  about  8Vj  inches;   the  male  is  smaller. 

HckbUaL—Sorih  America  in  general.  Common  in  Pennsyl- 
vania,  particularly    in    wooded   and    mountainous   districts. 

This  much  destested  and  commonly  called  **Ivong- 
tailed  Chicken  or  Pheasant  Hawk" — a  native — is  resi 
dent  but  it  is  not  nearly  so  plentiful  during  the  winter 
.season  as  throughout  the  late  spring,  summer  and 
early  autumn. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

Nest  building  is  commonly  begun  in  this  locality 
about  the  middle  of  April,  and  lasts  for  a  period  of 
from  three  to  five  days.  Occasionally  this  bird  will 
deposit  its  eggs  in  a  deserted  crow's  nest.  I  believe 
they  prefer  to  erect  their  own  nests,  and,  from  my  ob- 
servation, am  quite  positive  they  only  appropriate  the 
nests  of  other  birds  when  their  own  have  been  de- 
stroyed. The  building  of  the  nest  is  the  conjoint  Inbor 
of  both  birds. 

It  is  usually  built  in  a  thick  woods,  and  when  a  pair 
of  Cooper's  Hawks  begin  housekeeping  in  woodland 
near  the  farmer's  poultry  yard  and  they  are  not  soon 
hunted  up  and  killed  or  their  nest  and  its  contents  de- 
stroyed, the  chances  are  they  will  destroy  a  good  many 
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dollars  worth  of  poultry  before  they  and  their  young 
leave  the  locality. 

Externally  the  nest  is  built  of  sticks  varying  uiucU 
in  size.  It  is  generaly  lined  with  the  inner  layer  of 
bark,  although,  frequently,  blades  of  grass,  feathei*?* 
and  leaves  enter  into  the  construction  of  the  interior. 
While  certain  writers  have  described  the  nest  as  broad, 
with  but  a  slight  concavity,  1  have  invariably  found 
the  concavities  to  be  well  marked.  The  eggs  measure 
about  1.92x1.50  inches  and  usually  number  from  three 
to  four,  although  it  is  not  a  rare  occurrence  to  find  five. 
In  color  they  are  a  dull,  bluish-white.  8ets  are  some- 
times taken  with  numerous  and  unevenly  distributed 
brown  or  reddish  spots.  The  period  of  incubation  is 
given  by  I*rof.  Thomas  (lentry  (Birds  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania), to  be  18  days.  Although  in  this  particular 
my  observation  has  been  somewhat  limited,  1  am  fully 
convinced  that  the  time  required  for  this,  likewise 
other  of  our  birds  of  [)rey,  is  three  weeks  or  over.  The 
young  leave  the  nest  in  about  25  days;  when  about  8 
or  0  weeks  old  they  are  able  to  provide  food  for  them- 
selves; to  this  time,  however,  th(\v  are  carefully  guard- 
ed by  the  old  birds  and  fed  almost  entirely  on  a  diet 
of  small  wild  birds,  chickens,  an  occasional  mammal 
and  some  few  insects. 

AN  AUDACIOUS  POULTRY  THIEF. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  Cooper's  Hawk  preys  to  a 
much  greater  extent  on  full  grown  poultry  than  does 
his  daring  little  relative  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  at  times  individual  Cooper's 
Hawks  are  equally  as  bad  about  destroying  young 
poultry  as  are  the  8harp-shinned  Hawks.  For  impu- 
dent daring  this  present  sp :'ci(»s,  without  doubt,  ranks 
pre-eminent  among  the  raptorinl  genera.  Almost  every 
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farmer  or  poultry  raiser  can  recount  instances  of 
where  he  or  she  was  the  victim  of  pillage  by  this  bold 
and  audacious  i-obber.  In  the  si)riug  of  1878  the 
writer  was  presented  by  a  friend  with  a  Cooper's 
Hawk  which  he  had  caught  in  a  steel  trap,  but  not 
until  he  and  his  mate  had  destroyed  some  fifty  young 
chickens.  In  one  day  these  two  hawks  killed  twelve 
chickens. 

A    BOLD    ACT. 

Audubon  says:  "This  marauder  sometimes  attacks  birds  far 
superior  to  itself  in  weight  and  sometimes  possessed  of  a 
oouraire  and  strength  equal  to  its  own.  As  T  was  one  morning 
ob.serving  the  motions  of  some  parakeets,  near  Bayou  Sara, 
in  Liouisiana.  in  the  month  of  November,  I  heard  a  cock 
crowing  not  far  from  me  and  in  sight  of  a  farm  house.  The 
next  moment  the  hawk  flew  past  me  and  so  close  that  I  might 
have  touched  it  with  the  barrel  of  my  gun  had  I  been  pre- 
pared. Not  more  than  a  few  seconds  elapsed  before  I  heard 
the  cackling  of  th(^  hens  and  the  war  cry  of  the  cock,  and  at 
the  same  time  observed  the  hawk  rising,  as  if  without  ef- 
fort, a  few  yards  in  the  air  and  again  falling  toward  the 
ground  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning.  I  proceeded  to  the  spot 
and  found  the  hawk  grappled  to  the  body  of  the  cock,  both 
tumbling  over  and  over  and  paying  no  attention  tp  me  as  I 
approached.  Desirous  of  seeing  the  result.  I  remained  still 
until,  perceiving  that  the  hawk  had  given  a  fatal  squeeze  to 
the  brave  cock,  I  ran  to  secure  the  former  but  the  marauder 
had  kept  a  hawk's  eye  upon  me,  and,  disengaging  himself, 
rose  In  the  air  in  full  confidence.  The  next  moment  T  pulled 
the    trigger  and  he   fell   dead." 

A  MIXED   DIET. 

Dr.  Coues  (Birds  of  Northwest)  says,  in  speaking  of  this 
hawk:  "Possessed  of  spirit  commensurate  with  its  physical 
powers,  it  preys  upon  game  little  if  any  humbler  than  that 
of  our  more  powerful  falcons.  It  attacks  and  destroys 
hares,  grouse,  teal,  and  even  the  young  of  larger  ducks,  in 
the  state  in  which  they  are  known  as  'flappers,'  besides  cap- 
turing the  usual  variety  of  smaller  birds  and  quadrupeds. 
It  occasionally  seizes  upon  reptiles  or  picks  up  insects.  In 
securing  its  prey  it  gives  chase  openly  and  drives  down  its 
quarry   with   almost   Incredible   velocity." 

The  following  quotations  from  Dr.  Fisher's  Hawk  and  Owl 
Bulletin  No.  2,  page  39,  show  how  extensively  the  Cooper's 
Hawk  feeds  on  game  and  domestic  birds.  Nuttall  says:  "His 
food  appears  princii>ally  to  be  of  various  kinds;  from  the 
sparrow  to  the  Ruflfod  Grouse,  all  contribute  to  his  rapacious 
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appetite.  *        *        His    depredations    among    domestic 

fowjs  are  very   destructive.*     (L^nd  Birds,  1832.  p.  90.) 

Mr.  H.  Nehrling  says:  "Tiiis  very  common  and  impudent 
robber  Is  the  most  destructive  of  the  Raptores  to  the  barn- 
yard fowls;  in  a  short  time  all  the  young  chickens,  turkeys 
and  ducks  are  killed  by  it."  (Bull.  Nutt.  Ornith.  Club,  Vol. 
VII,  82,  p.  174.) 

Mr  Thomas  Mcliwalth  says:  "This  is  one  of  the  chicken 
hawks,  and  it  well  deserves  the  name,  from  the  havoc  ii 
makes  among   the  poultry."     (Birds  of  Ontario,   p.   137.) 

DESTROYS  QUAIL. 

"Mr.  Henshaw  informs  me  that  the  Coopers  Hawk  is  very 
partial  to  quail  flesh  in  California  and  the  southern  territories, 
and  that  it  undoubtedly  secures  many  victims.  He  once  saw 
a  young  female  dart  into  a  bevy  of  Gambel's  quail  and  seize 
one  with  the  utmost  ease,  though  the  birds  were  flying  at  full 
speed.  In  an  instant  the  flock  scattered  in  every  direction  and 
sought  refuge  in  the  bushes,  from  which  It  proved  next  to  im- 
possible to  dislodge  them.  They  had  recognized  their  enemy 
and  evidently  knew  that  their  only  chance  for  safety  lay  in 
close  hiding." 

FP:EDS  on   DOMESTIC  PIGEONS. 

"Cooper's  Hawk  is  very  destructive  to  domestic  pigeons, 
and  when  it  flnds  a  cote  which  is  easy  of  approex;h.  it  is  very 
troublesome.  Dr.  William  C.  Avery,  of  Greensboro,  Alabama, 
informs  us'  that  during  one  year  he  killed  and  wounded  at 
least  a  dozen  of  these  hawks  before  the  inroads  among  his 
doves  ceased.  Among  the  smaller  birds,  this  hawk  is  very 
fond  of  meadow  larks,  robins  and  flickers.  The  writer,  on 
several  occasions,  has  secured  specimens  in  hot  pursuit  of  the 
last  named  bird,  which  gave  expression  to  their  alarm  by  loud 
and  continued  cries." 

KILLS  GROUSE  AND  OTHER  GAME. 

The  common  name  of  "Long-tailed  Pheasant  Hawk," 
by  which  this  swift-winged  plunderer  is  best  known  in 
the  mountainous  and  sparsely  settled  regions,  is  given 
because  of  the  great  damage  this  hawk  does  by  de- 
stroying Ruffed  Grouse.  For  several  years  past  the 
writer  has  every  season  visited  different  localities  in 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  the  Ruffed 
(rrouse  or  Pheasant,  and  from  personal  observation  i.s 
well  aware  that  the  Cooper's  Hawk  is  a  most  d«^struc 
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tive  foe  of  this  toothsome  game  bird.  Hunters  and 
woodsmen  have  often  told  me  that  these  "pheasant 
hawks,"  referring  to  both  the  Cooper's  and  Sharp- 
shinned,  kill  almost  as  many  birds  as  the  average 
sportsman,  and  judging  from  the  way  in  which  a  good 
many  sportsmen  "shoot"  when  they  are  in  the  brush 
after  the  wily  grouse  it  is  very  likely  that  this  state- 
ment is  correct.  The  Cooper's  Hawk  feeds  upon  the 
gray  rabbit  (common  cotton-tail)  and  the  mountain 
jack  or  white  rabbit  (Varying  Hare);  squirrels  are  oc- 
casionally killed  and  young  wild  turkeys  also  suffer 
considerably  from  the  attacks  of  this  bird.  Besides 
destroying  poultry  and  game  of  different  kinds  thesr* 
hawks  annually  kill  great  numbers  of  small  wild  birds 
such  as  woodpeckers,  sparrows,  thrushes,  etc. 

The  Cooper's  Hawk  has  been  known  to  kill  and  feed 
upon  the  following  species  of  birds  and  mammals 
which  are  present  in  this  State: 

BIRDS. 

Ruffed  Grouse,  Meadow  Lark. 

Quail,  Screech  Owl, 

Common    Dove,  Flicker, 

Goldfinch.  Red-headed  Woodpecker. 

Robin,  .  White- breasted   Nuthatch. 

Shore-lark,  Sonsr  Sparrow, 

Tree  Sparrow,  Crow  Blackbird. 

Towhee,  Snowbird, 

Red-winged  Blackbird.  Field   Sparrow. 

Wild  Turkey,  Savanna  Spiirrow. 

Wood  Duck.  Blue  Bird, 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Bnsrlish  Sparrow. 

MAMMALS. 

Opossum.  Chipmunk. 

Gray  Rabbit,  Red  Squirrel. 

Varying  Harp.  Common  Rat. 

Field  Mice.  Woodchuck    (young). 

The   stomach   contents   of  4»S   Cooper's   Hawks  ex- 
amined by  the  writer  ^ave  the  following  result:  18, 
chickens   nnd    phensants:   12,   small   birds — sparrows; 
ll'-IT 
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warblers,  meadow  larks,  woodpeckere,  thrushes;  *5, 
(juail;  2,  doves  or  domestic  pigeons;  1,  bull-frog;  :i, 
mice,  rats  and  insects;  1,  opossum;  1,  young  wood- 
chuck  and  remain®  of  wood  duck;  2,  hair  and  other 
remains  of  small  quadrupeds. 

AT  LEAST  ONE  GOOD  TRAIT. 

The  Oooper's  Hawk,  sometimes  like  the  Shar])- 
sliinned  species,  visits  yards  and  parks  in  towns  and 
villages  in  quest  of  the  English  S]mrrow,  ji  bird  which 
has  by  reason  of  its  pugnacious  habits  driven  many  of 
our  native  und  beneficial  song  birds  from  the  habita- 
tions of  man. 
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GOSHAWK. 

Accipiter  atricapillus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

AdulL— Above  dark  lead  color,  with  blackish  shaft  streaks: 
top  of  head  black;  white  stripe  over  eye,  and  more  or  less 
indistinct  about  occiput  (back  of  head);  tall  has  four  or  five 
indistinct  blackish  bars;  ends  of  tall  feathers  whitish;  lower 
parts  pale  ashy  white,  with  a  faint  leaden  tint,  sharply 
streaked  with  blackish  and  finely  mottled  or  barred  with  white. 
Iris,  reddish  amber. 

/inmait»r«.— Dark  brown  or  grraylsh  above,  the  feathers 
edged  and  spotted  with  whitish  and  pale  reddish-brown; 
lower  parts  yellowish-white  and  marked  with  blackish  spots 
or   narrow   stripes.     Iris   yellowish. 

Length  about  25  Inches;  extent,  about  46;  tall  about  12V^. 
The   male   Is   smaller. 

Habitat. —  Northern  and  eastern  North  America,  breeding 
mostly  north  of  the  United  States.  Resident  In  a  few  of  the 
higher  and  wooded  mountainous  regions  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Gosliawk  is  not  common  in  this  State.  Usually 
this  fierce,  powerful  and  predatory  bird  cxmfines  him- 
self to  tlu'  mountainous  and  heavily  wooded  regions. 
It  is  rather  exceptional  for  these  birds  to  be  found  in 
the  populous  farming  districts  and  when  they  are  seen 
in  such  places  it  is  generally  during  severe  winters, 
when  their  favorite  mountain  retreats  are  visited  by 
heavy  falls  of  snow. 

Hunters  and  woodsmen  know  the  adults  of  this  spe- 
cies by  the  name  of  "Big  Blue  Hawk."  Audubon 
found  the  Croshawk  breeding  in  the  Great  Pine  Swamp 
in  this  State. 

Some  twenty-five  years  ago  these  hawks,  it  is  said, 
were  very  frequently  seen  during  all  seasons  in  the 
counties  of  Cameron,  Warren,  Elk,  Potter,  Wyoming, 
Forest,  McKean,  and  Sullivan,  where  they  then,  no 
doubt,  bred  regularly.  Mr.  M.  M.  Larrabee,  of  Em- 
l>orium,  CamcMcni   county,   says  he  always  saw  (tos 
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hawks  about  the  nesting  places  of  wild  pigeons,  but 
when  the  pigeons  left  his  locality  these  hawks  also  de- 
parted,-and  are  now  seen  there  chiefly  as  winter  visit- 
ors. 

BREEDS  IN  SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

The  Goshawk  is  a  regular  breeder  on  North  moun- 
tain, Sullivan  county,  Pa.  I  have  seen  birds  of  this 
species  in  Clinton  and  Centre  counties  of  this  State  in 
June  and  July,  hence  am  inclined  to  think  they  may 
also  breed  in  these  counties.  Messrs.  Otto  and  Her- 
man Behr  of  Lopez,  Pa.,  have  found,  during  the  last 
fiYe  or  six  years,  several  nests  of  these  hawks  on  North 
mountain.  Witliin  a  radius  of  four  or  five  miles  of 
their  home  at  least  three  or  four  pairs  of  these  birds 
have  bred  regularly  for  many  years. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  1896,  Mr.  Herman 
Behr  found  the  nest  of  a  Goshawk  about  three  miles 
from  his  home;  it  contained  three  young  birds.  The 
nest  was  a  very  bulky  structure,  probably  not  less 
than  three  feet  high  by  three  feet  in  diameter,  and 
made  up  almost  entirely  of  sticks.  It  was  built  on  a 
large  beech  tree. 

During  the  present  year  (1897)  the  Messrs.  Behr  in- 
form  me  they  have  found  the  nest  of  a  Goshawk  and 
secured  the  eggs. 

GOSHAWKS   AND   WILD   PIGEONS. 

Mr.  Behr  informs  me  that  some  thirty-five  years  ago 
there  was  a  wild  pigeon  roost  or  breeding  ground  fully 
seven  miles  square,  on  North  mountain,  which  was  an 
nually  resorted  to  by  these  birds  every  spring.  On 
one  occasion  Mr  Behr  counted  forty-six  pigeons'  nests 
on  a  single  beech  tree.  Wild  pigeons,  until  within  the 
last  three  years,  bred  regularly  in  small  numbers   on 
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N'orth  mountain.  The  last  wild  pigeon  observed 
in  that  regii>n  by  ^lessrs.  Otto  and  Herman  Behr  was 
taken  in  the  spring  of  1893.  The  Goshawk,  also  the 
Uooper's  and  Sharp-shinned  species,  in  eounnou  with 
the  Great  Homed  and  Burred  owls,  destroyed  great 
numbers  of  pigeons.  Of  all  these  raptorial  birds  the 
cruel,  daring  and  blood-thirsty  Goshawk  was  by  far 
the  most  persistent  and  destructive  enemy  to  the 
pigeons. 

The  owls,  like  other  nocturnal  marauders,  such  as 
the  wild  cat  or  bay  lynx,  the  red  fox,  the  mink  and 
agile  weasel,  all  preyed  upon  the  pigeons.  The  wea- 
sels would  frequently  climb  the  tree  to  get  the  pigeons' 
eggs  and  young,  or  often  to  capture  the  old  birds  when 
at  rest.  The  other  manmials  previously  mentioned 
depended  mostly  on  catching  squabs  which  fell  from 
the  nests. 

WHAT  GOSHAWKS  PREY  UPON. 

The  Goshawk  feeds  upon  chickens,  turkeys,  ducks, 
grouse,  quail,  robins,  hares  and  squirrels  and  other 
small  rodents.  Although  at  times  this  bird  is  very 
destructive  to  poultry  the  greatest  damage  done  by 
this  species  in  the  State  appears  to  be  to  game,  especi 
ally  grouse. 

The  following  paragraphs  concerning  this  daring 
and  destructive  hawk  are  taken  from  Dr.  A.  K.  Fish- 
er's Report,  Bulletin  No.  3: 

"This  species  is  one  of  the  most  daring  of  all  the  hawks, 
and  while  In  oursuit  of  Us  prey  is  apparently  less  concerned 
by  the  presence  of  man  than  any  other.  It  will  dart  down 
unexpectedly  at  the  very  feet  of  the  farmer  and  carry  off  a 
fowl." 

The  following  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Dr.  William 
Wood  gives  evidence  of  its  boldness: 
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THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  POULTRY. 

"The  Goshawk  \»  one  of  the  most  daring  and  venturesome 
of  any  of  our  diurnal  birds  of  prey.  'A  farmer  who  resides  a 
few  miles  from  my  office,  wishing  to  perpetuate  the  old  New 
England  custom  of  having  a  chicken  pie  for  Thanksgiving 
dinner,  caught  some  fowls,  took  them  to  a  log,  severed  the 
neck  of  one,  and  threw  It  down  TJeside  him.  In  an  Instant  the 
Goshawk  seized  the  struggling  fowl,  and,  flying  ofC  some  ten 
rods,  alighted  and  commenced  devouring  his  prey.  The  bold- 
ness of  the  attack  so  astonished  the  farmer  that  he  looked 
on  with  blank  amazement.  Recovering  from  his  surprise, 
he  hastened  into  the  house  and  brought  out  his  gun,  which 
secured  him  both  the  hawff  and  the  fowl.  Another  instance 
of  still  greater  daring  occurred  near  East  Windsor  Hill,  Con- 
necticut. A  Goshawk  flew  after  a  fowl  near  a  dwelling  house; 
the  door  being  open,  the  hen  flew  Inside;  the  hawk  followed, 
and  seized  her  tn'the  room  occupied  by  an  old  gentleman  and 
his  daughter.  The  old  man  hastened  to  the  rescue,  and  struck 
the  hawk  with  a  cane  before  it  released  Us  grasp.  The 
daughter  caught  the  hawk  as  it  attempted  to  fly  out  of  the 
door,   and   killed   it."    (Amer.   Nat.   Vol.   X,   1876,   p.   134.) 

Capt.  Charles  E.  Bendlre  informed  the  writer  that  at  Fort 
Klamath,  Oregon,  he  once  shot  at  a  Goshawk  and  slightly 
wounded  it  with  fine  shot,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes 
it  returned  and  attacked  a  chicken.  Numerous  cases  are  on 
record  where  it  has  flown  through  windows  to  attack  canaries 
or  other  cage   birds. 

AN  ENEMY  OF  THE  WILD  FOWL. 

"In  the  general  character  of  its  flight,  as  well  as  the  mode 
of  hunting  and  capturing  its  prey,  it  closely  resembles 
Cooper's  Hawk,  though  it  frequents  the  thick  woods  rather 
more  than  the  latter  bird.  In  the  fall  this  hawk  is  common 
along  the  smaller  water  courses  where  It  is  very  destructive 
to  wild  ducks  and  other  water  fowl,  and  Is  able  to  strike 
down  a  bird  as  large  as  a  full  grown  mallard.  If  its  prey  is 
a  bird  of  this  size  it  rarely  eats  more  than  the  flesh  ftt>m  the 
breast,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  carcass  untouched.  Scorning 
to  feed  upon  carrion,  another  victim  is  secured  when  hunger 
returns. 

A  SUCCESSFUL  GROUSE  HUNTER. 

"Of  the  upland  game  birds  the  Ptarmigan  in  the  north  and 
the  Ruffed  Grouse  in  the  middle  districts  suffer  severely 
from  the  attacks  of  this  powerful  hawk.  Dr.  William  H. 
Dall,  who  found  it  common  in  the  valley  of  the  Yukon  river, 
states  that  It  feeds  largely  upon  the  White  Ptarmigan,  the 
flocks  of  which  It  follows  from  place  to  place.  E.  W.  Nelson 
and  L.  M.  Turner  both  corroborate  its  destructiveness  among 
these  birds.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  the  Goshawk  hunts 
the  Ruffed  Grouse  so  persistently  that  it  is  known  by  the 
name  of  "Partridge  Hawk,"  and  this  bird  probably  has  no 
worse  enemy  except  man.  As  Audubon  was  passing  down  the 
Ohio  he  observed   one  of  these   hawks     dive   Into  a   flock   of 
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grackles  which  was  crossing  the  river,  and  kill  four  or  five  of 
them.  After  giving  each  victim  a  fatal  squeeze  the  hawk  al- 
lowed It  to  fall  In  the  water,  and  at  the  close  of  the  chase  re- 
turned  and   i)lckod    all   from    the   surface." 

The  fierce  nature  of  this  species  is  well  shown  in  the 
concluding  paragraphs  from  the  pen  of  my  friend,  L. 
M.  Turner:* 

PTARMIGANS  ARE  EASY  PREY. 

"The  tracts  preferred  by  the  Goshawk  are  the  narrow  val- 
leys, borders  of  streams  and  the  open  tundra,  which  It  con- 
stantly scans  for  Ptarmigan  and  small  mammals;  the 
Lemming  forming  a  considerable  portion  of  Its  food.  It  wl»l 
sit  for  hours  in  some  secluded  spot,  awaiting  a  Ptarmigan 
to  raise  Its  wings.  No  sooner  does  Its  pi-ey  rise  a  few  feet 
from  the  earth  than  with  a  few  rapid  strokes  of  the  wing 
and  a  short  sail,  the  Goshawk  Is  brought  within  seizing  dis- 
tance! It  pounces  upon  the  bird,  grasping  it  with  both  feet 
under  the  wings,  and  after  giving  It  a  few  blows  on  the  head 
they  both  fall  to  the  ground,  often  tumbling  several  feet 
before  they  stop,  the  hawk  not  relinquishing  Its  hold  during 
the  time.  During  the  mating  season  of  the  Ptarmigans  many 
males  suffer  death  while  striving  to  gain  the  affection  of  the 
female,  for  as  he  launches  high  In  the  air,  rattling  his  hoarse 
note  of  defiance  to  any  other  male  of  Its  kind  In  the  vicinity, 
the  Goshawk  darts  from  a  patch  of  alders  or  willows,  or 
from  the  edge  of  the  neighboring  bluff,  and  with  a*  dash  they 
come  to  the  ground,  often  within  a  few  yards  of  the  terror- 
stricken  female,  who  now  seeks  safety  In  flight  as  distant  as 
her  wings  will  carry  her.  I  have  seen  this  hawk  sail  without 
a  quiver  of  Its  pinions  until  within  seizing  distance  of  its 
quarry,  and  suddenly  throw  its  wings  back,  when  with  a 
crash  they  came  together,  and  all  the  vicinity  was  filled  with 
white  feathers,  floating  peacefully  through  the  air.  I  secured 
both  birds,  and  found  the  entire  side  of  the  Ptarmigan  ripped 
open. 

On  another  occasion  I  shot  a  fine  individual  as  It  rose  from 
a  small  clump  of  willows,  to  which  I  had  approached  un- 
observed by  the  bird.  It  had  been  devouring  a  Ptarmigan, 
which  it  had  secured  but  a  little  while  before.  The  flesh  of 
the  bird  was  yet  warm,  though  nearly  all  devoured.  The 
Goshawk  was  only  wlng-tlpped  with  shot  and  proved  to  be 
quite  vicious,  seizing  my  boot  with  its  talons  and  striving  to 
grasp  my  hand  with  its  beak.  The  bird  was  so  quick  that  I 
had  to  call  the  assistance  of  a  native  to  detach  the  claws 
from  my  clothing.  ITpon  skinning  the  bird  I  found  its  crop 
to  be  full  of  the  flesh  of  the  bird  it  was  eating  when  I  flushed 

•Contributions  to  the  Natural  History  of  Alaska,  results  of 
Investigations  made  chiefly  in  the  Yukon  district  and  the 
Aleutian  Islands:  conducted  under  auspices  of  the  United 
States  Sii^nal  Service,  extending  fiom  May,  1874,  to  August, 
1881,   by   I  J,   M.   Turner. 
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it.  I  am  under  the  impresfion  that  the  Goshawk  is  not  able 
to  tiy  with  the  weight  of  the  Ptarmigan  in  its  claws.  It  is 
a  resident  of  the  int^'*ior  and  conies  to  the  coast  quite  early 
In  spring." 

The  Goshawk  can  fly  readiij  with  an  adult  Raffed 
Groase  or  Pheasant  in  its  grasp.  L#ast  November,  one 
of  mv  friends  when  hunting  grouse,  saw  a  large  bird 
fly  with  great  rapidity  from  a  clump  of  shrubbery 
where  he  had  gone  to  look  for  a  Pheasant  which  he 
had  a  few  minutes  before  flushed.  He  shot  and  killed 
the  bird,  which  proved  to  be  an  adult  female  Goshawk 
and  on  going  to  pick  it  up  he  was  surprised  to  And  It 
had  in  its  claws  a  Pheasant. 
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KEDTAILED  HAWK. 
Buteo  borealis. 

DESCRIPTION. 

The  adult  is  easily  reoogrnized  by  its  red  tall.  The  tails  of 
young:  birds  are  usually  ashy -brown,  with  about  ten  darker 
bands.  Tail  in  both  old  and  young  is  generally  tipped  with 
white.  Breast  of  adult  mostly  spotted  or  marked  with  reddish 
brown;  In  the  young,  breast  is  pure  white  enclosed  by 
numerous  dark  markings.  Length  of  male,  19  to  22  inches; 
extent  of  wings.  41  to  47  Inches.  Female,  length.  22  to  24 
inches;  extent,  51  to  55  inches.  Prom  a  careful  examination  of 
over  one  hundred  of  these  hawks,  I  have  found  that  they, 
like  other  of  the  raptorea,  not  only  vary  greatly  in  the  mark- 
ings of  their  plumage,  but  also  show  marked  differences  in 
the  color  of  the  irides.  The  Iris  of  the  adult,  though  usually 
brown,  is  sometimes  both  brown  and  yellowish.  In  immature 
birds  the  iris  is  commonly  straw  color,  but  sometimes  it  is 
nearly  white,  and  occasionally,  though  rarely,  is  brown;  In 
other  specimens  I  have  seen  one-half  of  the  Iris  brown  while 
the  remainder  would   be   white  or  yellowish. 

In  immature  birds,  light-colored  Irides  with  specks  of  brown 
ar**  frequent. 

HabitctL—KsLStern  North  America,  west  to  the  great  plains. 
Common  and   breeds  generally   throughout   Pennsylvania. 

This  hawk,  one  of  the  iiioet  abundant  of  our  raptorial 
birds,  is  the  large  "Hen  Hawk"  of  the  farmer.  The 
Ked-tailed  Hawk  is  exceedingly  shy  and  wary,  and  is 
taken  with  difficulty,  unless  approached  on  horseback 
or  in  a  sleigh  or  wagon.  Red-tailed  Hawks  in  their 
fall  migrations  are  gregarious.  One  clear,  cold  au- 
tumn afternoon  in  187G,  I  saw,  near  West  Chester,  a 
flock  of  these  hawks.  The  sky  was  destitute  of  clouds, 
except  a  cumulus  stratum  directly  beneath,  and  ap- 
parently about  half-way  between  the  hawks  and  the 
earth.  In  the  center  of  this  vapor  was  an  opening  of 
suflBcient  size  to  enable  me  to  watch,  the  gyrations  of 
the  birds;  two  of  them  suddenly  separated  from  the 
main  body,  approched  each  other  screaming,  and  ap- 
parently in  gr(»at  rage.  They  descended  screaming, 
12-TT 
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and,  to  all  appearances^  clinched,  to  within  about  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  earth,  when  they  parted.  Evi- 
dently neither  bird  had  received  much  injury,  as  they 
both,  after  faking?  short  tlights  across  the  meadow, 
ascended  in  company  with  two  or  three  of  their  com- 
panions that  had  accompanied  them  part  way  down 
to  main  body.  Another  individual  cl<>s<»d  his 
winj^s  until  the  body  j)resented  a  triangular  outline, 
descended  with  almost  lightning-like  rapidity  to  the 
top  of  a  sycamore,  where  it  alighted,  and  reuiained 
for  some  seconds  pluming  itself.  This  party  of  hawks, 
after  pei"forming  for  nearly  twenty  minutes  th(*se 
iind  numei*ous  other  aerial  antics,  continued  their 
southern  flight. 

THKY  BATTLE  IN  MID-AIR. 

Combats  in  mid-air  are  quite  common  among  Rtni- 
tailed  Hawks.  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  such  bat- 
tles, and  am  fully  convinced  that  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  food  is  the  incentive  to  such  action.  Illustra- 
tive of  the  superior  vision  of  this  hawk — and  the  same 
api)lies  to  other  of  the  Rapacia — the  following  is  given, 
as  observed  by  the  writer:  A  clear  morning  early  in 
March,  I  saw  a  Re<l-tail  circling  over  the  meadows; 
every  circle  took  him  higher  and  higher  in  the  air, 
until,  at  an  altitude  where  he  apj)eared  no  larger  than 
a  blaekbird,  he  stopped,  and  with  nearly  closed  wings, 
descended  like  an  arrow  to  a  tree  near  by  me;  from 
this  perch,  almost  the  same  fnstant  he  had  alighted, 
he  flew  to  the  ground  and  snatched  from  its  grassy 
covert  a  mouse.  The  momentum  with  which  this  bird 
passed  through  the  atmosphere  produced  a  sound  not 
verv  unlike  that  of  the  rush  of  distant  water. 
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HANDLE  A  WOUNDED  HAWK  CAREFULLY. 

This  species  when  wounded,  like  all  other  rapacious 
birds,  will  defend  itself  with  its  claws  and  bill  against 
all  advances.  A  stick  or  gun  barrel  presented  to  it, 
when  crippled,  will  be  grasp(»d,  and  the  bird  can  be 
carried  pendant  from  the  same  a  considerable  distance 
before  it  will  loosi*  its  hold.  With  such  tenacity  do 
they  hold  on  that  a  friend  of  mine  who  had  winged 
one,  in  his  endeavors  to  capture  it  alive,  had  the  bird 
to  fasten  on  his  forearm  with  both  claws;  to  relieve 
himself  he  was  obliged  to  take  out  his  penknife  and 
sever  the  tendons  of  both  legs. 

WHEN  RED-TAU^S  WftRE  ABUNDANT. 

Fifteen  years  ago  birds  of  the  genus  Buteo,  especi- 
ally the  Red-tail(»d  and  R^»d-shouldered  species,  and  the 
Rough-legged  Hawk,  likewise  the  handsome  little  Spar- 
row Hawk,  w(»re  veiy  numerous  about  the  fields  and 
grassy  meadow  lands  in  most  of  the  farming  districts 
of  this  State.  The  passage  of  the  Scalp  act  of  1885 
stimulated  many  persons  to  make  a  regular  business 
of  slaughtering  these  hawks,  as  well  as  other  animals, 
and  as  a  result  thousands  were  killed  during  the  ac 
tive  enforcement  of  the  unwise  law.  In  the  winter  of 
1884  I  took  a  drive  along  the  Brandywine  creek,  and, 
in  a  distance  of  two  miles  above  Ohadd's  Ford,  Dela- 
ware county,  saw  five  Rough-legged  Hawks,  nine  Red- 
tailed,  four  Red-shouldered,  and  three  Sparrow  Hawks, 
or  twenty-one  in  all.  S<»veral  times,  in  winter,  since 
1885,  I  have  driven  over  the  same  route  and  at  no 
time  hav(^  T  seen  more  than  two  or  three  of  these  spe- 
cies, and  generally  the  birds  that  were  observed  on 
these  last  trips  were  Sparrow  Hawks. 

The  meadows  alonpj  the  Brandywine,  in  the  locality 
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proaeh,  uttering  cries  of  distress,  and  seemingly  to  en 
gage  In  mutual  condolence  over  their  misfortune. 

HOW  THEY  CATCH  SQUIRRELS. 

During  the  breeding  season  they  frequently  hunt  to- 
gether for  food  for  themselves  and  young  "and  if,  per- 
chance, they  spy  a  squirrel  on  a  tree,  one  will  drive  it 
while  the  other  poises  itself  ready  to  seize  it  if  it 
dodges  to  the  other  side  to  evade  the  grasp  of  the  first 
hawk.  From  the  two  there  is  no  escape.  Grasping 
it  firmly  by  the  neck,  tlie  assailant  practically  demon- 
strates the  possibility  of  garroting  its  victim,  when  th(r 
ill-fated  squirrel  is  carried  to  the  eyrfe  and  torn  to 
pieces  to  satiate  the  cravings  of  tlieir  rapacious 
young." — Wood. 

WILL  TAKE  CHICKENS. 

Red-tailed  hawks,  when  mice  or  other  food  supplies 
are  not  readily  obtainable,  unquestionably  will  catch 
poultry,  and  they  do  not,  at  such  times,  hesitate  to  at- 
tack full  grown  fowls.  It  may  be  that  they  prefer  to 
make  warfare  on  sick  or  weakly  chickens,  but,  of  this 
I  am  not  convinced,  as  I  have  known  of  a  number  of 
instances  where  these  hawks  have  attacked  and  killed 
chickens  in  full  vigor  of  life.  Observations  of  this 
bird,  however,  lead  me  to  believe,  that  except  in  win- 
ter when  its  preferred  and  natural  bill  of  fare — mice, 
shrews  aud  insects — are  hard  to  obtain,  or,  in  the 
breeding  period,  when  its  young  r(»quire  so  much  f<MMl, 
it  is  rather  exceptional  for  the  Ked-tailed  to  attack  do 
mestic  fowls.  A  good  many  rabbits  and  squirrels  are 
eaten  by  the  Red-tail,  yet  the  farmer  should  not  com 
plain  as  these  mammals  are  no  benefit  to  him. 
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HKD-TAILS   ARE   GOOD   MOl'SKHS. 

In  r()us<M|ueiire  of  limited  space  it  is  impracticable 
to  jrive  in  detail  the  results  of  dissecticms  which  I  havf* 
made  of  this  species,  but  would  state  briefly  that  my 
examinations  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  Red- 
tails  captured  in  I'ennsylvania.  chietly  in  Chester 
county,  reveahMl,  in  one  huiidr^Kl  and  tw«'nty-(»ijrht. 
principally  fit'ld  niire  (Arvicohv)  and  other  small  quad- 
rupeds, also  some  f«*w  small  birds;  in  nine  of  these  on** 
hundred  and  twenty-ei<jht  hawks,  small  birds  were 
present  in  addition  to  the  quadruptnis.  Fourteen  had 
fed  on  chickens:  six,  small  birds — meadow  larks  and 
sparrows:  six,  rabbits:  thn^*,  quail;  three,  red  squir- 
rels; three,  mice  and  insects;  three,  sn<ikes;  two,  re- 
mains of  skunk:  two,  carrion;  one,  ham  skin;  one, 
meat,  f^robably  ])«»ef.  T  have  repeatedly  found  three 
and  four  mice  in  the  visrera  of  one  bird,  oftentimes 
five,  and  in  a  few  instances  as  manv  as  seven  of  tlnn^(» 
d(»structive  little  nidents  were  obtained  fnmi  the  croj) 
and  st(unach  of  one  hawk. 
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RED  SHOULDERED  HAWK. 
Buteo  lineatus. 

DESCRtPTION. 

Total  length:  Female.  21  to  23  inches:  extent  about  44  Inches; 
wing  14:  tall  9  Inches.  Male  18  to  20  Inches;  extent  about  40 
inches,  wing,  12;  tail,  8  inches. 

^duZ^-Shoulders  rich  reddish-brown;  rest  of  upper  parts 
blackish,  spotted  with  reddish-brown,  white  and  dusky;  pri- 
maries blackish  above  and  spotted  with  white;  tall  with 
three  or  four  broad  black  bars,  between  which  are  narrow 
white  bands;  tip  of  tall  whitish;  under  parts  reddish-brown 
more  or  less  streaked  with  dusky  and  barred  with  white. 

Immature,— The  upper  parts  brownish,  varied  with  rusty 
and  whitish.  The  shoulders  in  many  specimens  show  con- 
siderable red,  tall  brownish  white  with  several  small  blackish 
bars,  lower  parts  white  and  yellowlsh-whlte,  with  stripes 
and  large  oblong  spots  of  brown. 

Habitat,— KsLstern  North  America,  west  to  Texas  and  the 
plains,  south  to  the  Gulf  coast  and  Mexico.  Tolerably  common 
summer  resident  in  mountainous  districts  of  Pennsylvania. 

Like  tke  preceding  species  this  bird  is  known  to 
farmers  and  sportsmen  as  "Hen-hawk.'*     During  the 
summer  season  Red-shouldeied  hawks  are  quite  plen 
tifnl  in. many  of  the  mountains  and  wooded  regions  of 
the  State. 

In  winter  these  hawks  frequent  principally  the  large 
water  courses,  meadow  lands,  and  the  vicinity  of 
ponds,  and  not  unfrequently  an  individual  of  this  spe- 
cies can  be  observed  on  its  perch  overlooking  a  spring- 
head. When  the  streams  and  meadows  are  frozen  T 
have  noticed  that  they  especially  resort  to  such  lo- 
calities as  last  named.  When  disturbed  from  its 
perch  it  utters,  in  a  plaintive  and  impatient  voice,  the 
note  keeo,  keeo.  Its  flight,  generally  short,  is  graceful 
and  very  owl-like. 

This  Hawk,  like  its  relative,  the  Red-tail,  may  be  oh 
served  sitting  by  the  hour  on  some  favorite  tree  or 
stake  adjacent  to  swampy  or  boggy  ground,  watching 
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RED   SHOULDERED  HAWK. 
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for  auiall  qiiadni|M*(ls  ami  hachaohiaiis.  which  consti- 
tute its  principal  fare.  Young  birds,  which  are 
known  to  many  as  Wiuter  Falcons,  are,  according  to 
my  experience,  much  inon*  frequently  met  with  than 
full  plumaged  adults. 

THE   NEST  AND   KGGS. 

Like  other  birds  of  this  ;?enus,  the  Red-shouldered 
Hawk  nests  in  trees,  usually  in  April  and  May  in  this 
locality.  The  eggs,  two  to  four  in  number,  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  Red-tail,  but  smaller. 

"The  nest  cloeely  resembles  that  of  the  crow,  except  that  It 
is  largfer  and  lacks  the  compact  and  neat  appearance  common 
to  the  ne^t  of  the  latter  bird.  It  is  composed  of  ocarae 
sticks  loosely  placed  together  with  finer  ones  toward  the  cen- 
tral cavity,  which  is  lined  with  the  bark  of  the  grape  vine  and 
•  •ther  fibres,  or.  in  sonn-  cases,  with  pieces  of  the  rough  outer 
bark  of  the  oak  and  hickory,  and  not  uncommonly,  as  with 
many  of  the  other  birds  of  prey,  green  twigs  with  leav^^s  at- 
tached are  used. 

•'Bottom  lands  grown  up  with  large  deciduous  trees,  «>r  the 
neighboring  hillsides,  are  the  favorite  nesting  sites  of  this 
bird.  The  nept  is  placed  in  one  of  the  larger  trees  40  to  80 
feet  from  the  ground,  and  usually  in  the  fork  where  the  main 
branches  dlvergo  from  the  trunk.  A  pair  will  inhabit  the 
.same  locality  for  years,  and  often  occupy  a  nest  for  several 
seasons.  •  *  •  It  is.  stated  that  this  species  remains 
mated  through  Ufe,  and  that  even  during  tfa«  winter  months 
mates  appear  very  much  attached  to  each  other,  differing  In 
this  respect  from   the  Red- tall."— Fisher. 

DOES   NOT    PREY    ON    CHICKENS. 

Although  this  hawk  is  frequently  charged  with  de- 
stroying domestic  fowls,  observation  in  the  field  and 
numerous  dissections  of  food-receptacles  of  this  spe- 
cies do  not  by  any  means  justify  such  a  statement. 
My  experience  on  this  subject  agrees  in  the  main  with 
that  of  Dv.  A.  K.  Fisher,  who  says: 

"Some  authors  insist  that  the  R^d-shouldered  Hawk  is  de- 
structive to  poultry,  but  the  writer  in  all  his  field  experience 
has  never  seen  one  attack^  a  fowl,  nor  has  he  found  the  re- 
mains of  one  in  the  stomachs  of  those  examined.  In  making 
this  statement,  he  does  not  Include  poultry  which  is  eaten   tn 
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the  form  of  offal,  for  in  severe  weather  when  the  ground 
iy  coverod  with  snow  and  when  food  is  scarce,  the  Red- 
shouldered  Hawk  will  devour  dead  chickens  which  have  been 
thrown  out  from  the  yard,  as  well  as  other  refuse  found  on 
the  compoFt  heaps  or  in  the  vicinity  of  slaughter  houses. 
At  such  times  the  writer  has  often  captured  specimens  of  this 
hawk,  as  well  as  of  crows,  blue  jays,  red  and  flying  squirrels, 
in  sttel  traps  set  near  a  pielTe  of  chicken,  rabbit  or  beef 
fasteneJ   in  a  tree " 

EATS  FROGS  AND  INSKCTS. 

Xuttiill  rtmarks  that  this  hawk  lives  principally  on 
frogs,  and  probably  insects  and  craw-fish  in  the  winter. 
Gentry  tells  usv  that  the  food  of  the  young  consists  of 
fragments  of  quadrupeds,  besides  an  immense  number 
of  young  grasshoppers  and  beetles.  In  my  examina- 
tions of  fifty-seven  of  these  hawks  which  have  been 
captured  in  Pennsylvania,  forty-three  showed  fieldr 
mice,  some  few  other  small  quadrupeds,  grasshoppers 
and  insects/mostly  beeOes;  nine  revealed  frogs  and  in- 
s(Mts;  two,  small  birds,  remains  of  small  mammals  and 
a  few  beetles;  two,  snakes  and  portions  of  frogs.  Th'' 
gizzard  of  one  bird  contained  a  few  hairs  of  a  field- 
mouse  and  some  long  black  hair  which  appeared  very 
much  like  that  of  a  skunk.  .  The  bird  on  dissection 
gave  a  very  decided  odor  of  skunk.  In  two  of  these 
hawks,  shot  in  Florida,  I  found  in  one  portions  of  a 
small  catfisli,  and  in  the  other  remains  of  a  small 
mammal  and  some  few  coleopterous  insects  (beetles). 
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jmOAD- WINDED  HAWK. 

Buteo  latissimus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Length  of  female  about  17;  extent  about  36;  tail  about  7^ 
inches. 

Adult,— Upper  part  umber  brown  and  many  feathers  edgred 
with  rusty  or  whitish;  tail  crossed  by  three  black  and  two 
white  bands,  and  narrow  white  tip,  lower  parts  white  or 
yellowish-whlte,  variously  streaked  and  spotted  with  rusty. 
Immature  birds  are  duller  and  have  showy  dark  cheek 
patches;  tail  grayish-brown,  with  white  tips  and  crossed 
with  five  or  six  indistinct  dusky  bands;  lower  parts  similar 
to  adult,  but  paler  and  spotted  or  streaked  with  black  and 
dupky.    Iris  brown;  legs  and   feet  yeUow. 

JlabitaL^Ka.&iem  North  America,  from  New  Brunswick  and 
southward  to  Central  America,  northern  South  America  and 
the  Saskatchewan  region  to  Texas  and  Mexico,  and  thence 
the  Wtst  Indies. 

Of  the  genus  Butea,  iu  this  section,  the  Broad- 
winged  is  the  least  abundant.  It  is  a  native  and  resi- 
dent. The  movements  in  the  air  of  this  hawk  are  easy 
and  beautifully  graceful.  When  in  quest  of  food,  its 
flight  is  in  circles.  At  times,  when  circling,  like  the 
Sparrow  Hawk,  it  will  stand  for  an  instant  beating 
the  air,  and  then  descend  with  great  velocity  upon  its 
prey,  whicli  it  secures,  not  in  its  descent,  but  as  it  is 
on  the  rise.  I  have  on  more  than  one  o<?casion  wit 
nessed  this  species  take  aliment  in  the  way  described. 
I  incorporate  it,  notwithstanding  tihat  it  disagrees! 
with  certain  good  authority. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

Nest-building  takes  place  from  the  first  to  the  mid- 
dle of  May,  and  the  four  nests  which  I  have  found 
have  all  been  located  in  high  trees;  three  in  hf«kory 
trees,  the  other  in  an  oak.  All  of  these  nests  were 
over  fifty  or  sixty  feet  from  the  ground.     Tlu»  nest  is 
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very  similar  to  that  of  the  Cooper's  Hawk;  it  is  made 
of  sticks,  twigs,  leaves,  rootlets,  lined  with  feathers; 
one  I  have  found  lined  with  bark.  The  complement 
of  eggs  are  somewhat  larger  than  those  of  the  Cooper's 
Hawk,  with  a  dull  white,  grayish  ground  color,  with 
brownish  red  spots,  which  vary  in  size  from  specks  to 
large  patches,  frequently  confluent. 

IS  AN  ITNSUSPICIOUS   BIHD. 

This  hawk  is  generally  easily  captured,  appearing 
quite  tame  and  unsuspicious.  To  this  fact,  no  doubt, 
is  largely  due  the  scarcity  of  the  species  in  many  se< - 
tions  of  our  State  where  in  former  times,  or  before 
hawks  were  hunted  for  bounty,  these  birds  were  quite 
plentiful.  I  have  always  found  the  Broad-winged 
Hawk  to  be  cowardly,  and  never  knew  it  to  evince  any 
disposition  to- repel  an  invasion,  by  man,  of  its  nest. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  the  disposition  of  this 
bird,  under  certain  circumstances,  is  very  variable. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Hoardman,  of  Maine,  who  has  found  several 
nests  and  secured  th(»  eggs,  finds  it  to  be  courageous 
and  spirited.  A  man  whom  he  had  employed  to  ob- 
tain a  nest,  was  attacked  with  great  fury,  while  as- 
cending the  tree;  his  cap  was  torn  from  his  head,  and 
he  would  have  bt^en  seriously  injured  if  the  bird  had 
not  been  shot.  Another  instance  is  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Wood,  where  this  hawk  attacked  a  boy  climbing  to 
her  nest,  fastened  her  talons  in  his  arm,  and  could  not 
be  removed  until  beaten  off  and  killed  with  a  club. 
In  speaking  of  this  bird,  Dr.  Wood  says: 

"Sf^ldom.  If  ever,  does  it  seize  its  prey  on  tho  wingr.  but  se- 
cures it  mostly  on  the  ground,  subsisting-  on  frogs,  snakes, 
mice  and  small  birds,  devouring  the  latter  without  removing 
the  feathers.  This  hawk  In  Its  habits  Is  not  as  neat  in  prepar- 
ing its  food  as  most  of  Its  genus:  holding  its  prey  with  both 
feet,  it  tears  and  eats  without  much  regard  to  cleanliness  or 
feathers." 
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FOOD  OF  THE  BROAD-WING. 

Careful  investigations  in  both  field  and  laboratory 
demonstrate  conclusively  that  this  hawk  does  not  dis- 
turb the  farmers'  poultry  and  that  it  rarely  attacks 
small  wild  birds.  Its  dietary  is  made  up  principally 
of  insects  (different  kinds  of  grasshoppers,  crickets, 
locusts,  beetles  and  larvae)  the  smaller  species  of 
mammals,  reptiles,  and  batrachians.  Occasionally, 
wlien  oth^r  food  supplies  are  not  readily  obtainable, 
this  hawk  w  ill  catch  young  or  disabled  birds.  Toads, 
frogs  and  snakes  are  eagerly  hunted  and  eaten  by  this 
species.  Referring  to  its  fondness  for  toads,  frogs, 
snakes  and  injurious  larvae  (grubs),  Dr.  A,  K.  Fisher 
says: 

"In  spring,  when  toads  frequent  ponds  to  spawn,  it  devours 
large  numbers  of"  them,  and  later  in  the  season  it  Is  not  an 
uncommon  occurrence  to  see  an  individual  with  a  frog  or 
snake  dangling  from  its  talons."  Continuing,  the  same 
writer  adds:  "The  only  act  of  the  Broad-winged  Hawk  which 
seems  InjurlouB  to  agriculture  is  the  killing  of  toads  and 
small  snaks;  the  former  of  which  are  exclusively  Insect 
eaters,  the  latter  very  largely  so.  In  one  respect  its  enormous 
value  ranks  above  all  other  birds,  and  that  Is  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  Immense  numbers  of  injurious  larvae  of  large  moths, 
which  most  birds  are  either  unable  or  disinclined  to  cope 
with." 

In  twelve  specimens  examined  by  myself,  four  re- 
vealed mice;  three,  small  birds;  four,  frogs;  one,  killed 
the  22d  of  May,  1882,  was  gorged  with  crawfish,  with 
which  were  traces  of  coleopterous  insects  (beetles). 

WHAT  OTHER  WRITERS  SAY  ABOUT  ITS  FOOD. 

Audubon  says:  "In  the  stomach  of  this  bird  I  found  wood 
frogs,  portions  of  small  snakes,  together  with  feathers,  and 
the  hair  of  several  small  specimens  of  quadrupeds."  (Omlth. 
Biography,   Vol.   I,   p.  463.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  Preston  says:  "Their  food  consists  of  small 
squirrels,  frogs,  and,  in  fact,  any  small  quarry  easily  cap- 
tured. Never  have  I  known  them  to  molest  the  poultry." 
(Omlth.  and  Oologist,  Vol.  XIII,  188,  p.  20.) 

Mr.  J.  G.  Wells,  speaking  of  the  bird  in  the  West  Indies. 
»a.y^;   "Numerous;    feeds     on    lizards,     rats,     snakes,     young 
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birdB.    i-tc.   and    occasionally    makes   a    raid     nn     the     poultry 
yard."     (Proc.   U.  S.   Nat.   Mus.,  Vol.    IX,   1886,   p.   622.) 

Dr.  F.  W.  Langdon  says:  "The  stomach  of  a  specimen  of  this 
hawk  taken  in  Madiaonville,  in  April,  1877,  contained  the 
icreoter  part  of  the  skeleton  and  hair  of  a  small  wood  mouse 
(Arvicola  austerus),  a  lizard  (Eumeces)  about  six  inches  long, 
and  ten  or  twelve  small  beetles,  with  numerous  elytra  of  the 
same."    (Journ.  Cincinnati  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  I,  p.  116.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ROUGH    LCGGED    HAWK 


Digitized  by 


Google 


101 


KOlUm  LEGGED  HAWK. 
Arrhibutoo  lagopus  sancti-jolianniH. 

DESCRIPTION. 

"Adult  male  and  female:  Too  variable  in  plumage  to  be  con- 
cisely described.  In  general  the  whole  plumage  with  dark 
brown  or  blackish  and  light  brown,  gray  or  whitish,  the 
lighter  colors  edging  or  barring  the  Individual  feathers;  ten- 
dency to  excess  of  the  whitish  on  the  head,  and  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  dark  abdominal  zone  or  area,  which  may  or  may  not 
include  the  tibiae:  usually  a  blackish  anteorbital  and  max- 
illary area.  Lining  of  wings  extensively  blackish:  tail  usually 
white  from  the  base  for  some  distance,  then  with  light  and 
dark  barring.  The  inner  webs  of  the  flight  feathers  ex- 
t€-nftively  white  from  the  base,  usually  with  little,  if  any,  of 
the  dark  barring  so  prevalent  among  buteonine  hawks.  From 
such  a  light  and  variegated  plumage  as  this,  the  bird  varies 
to  more  or  less  nearly  uniform  blackish,  in  which  case  the  tail 
is  usually  barred  several  times  with  white.  •  •  Length 
of  a  female,  22.00;  extent,  54.00;  wing,  17.50;  tail,  9.00;  iris  light 
brown;  bill  mostly  blackish-blue;  cere  pale  greenish-yellow; 
feet  dull  yellow;  claws  blue-black.  This  is  about  an  average 
Mze;  the  male  averages  smaller.". — Coues'  Key. 

HaM^a^— Whole  of  North  America  north  of  Mexico,  breed- 
ing north  of  the  United  States.  Winter  resident  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Tn  iuiy  plumaij^e  this  bird  can  easily  be  distinguished 
from  other  of  our  hawks  by  the  tarsus,  which  is  thiek- 
ly  feathered  in  front  to  the  toes.  I  have  found  th(? 
Kougli-le^ged  or  Black  Hawk  in  Pennsylvania  only  as 
a  winter  sojourner,  about  the  meadows  and  grass  fields 
along  or  near  large  streams.  In  the  winter  of  1879, 
when  hunting  along  the  Brandywine  creek  I  saw  seven 
of  these  hawks  at  one  time,  perched  about  on  trees  in 
a  meadow  of  some  five  acres  in  extent.  In  tliis  lo- 
cality the  species  is  usually  found  singly  or  in  pairs. 
Rough-legs  generally  migrate  northward  about  th(^ 
middle  of  March;  I  have,  however,  observed  them  here 
late  in  April. 

"Its  migrations  appear  to  be  quite  regular  and  extensive- 
more   so,   perhaps,    than   Ji.s   generally   supposed— though   prob- 
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ably  It  does  not  differ  from  hawks  in  this  respect.  Birds  of 
this  family  must  follow  their  prey,  wherever  this  leads  them, 
and  only  a  few  of  the  more  powerful  species,  able  to  prey  upon 
hares  and  ptarmifiran,  pass  the  winter  in  our  highest  latitudes. 
The  Rough-legged  is  a  rather  northerly  species,  rarely,  If  ever, 
breeding  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  becom- 
ing rarer  towards  Its  southern  terminus."— Coues. 

AN    ERROR    CORRECTED. 

I  desire  to  correct  here  an  error  which  was  made, 
but  through  no  fanlt  of  mine,  in  tho  first  issue  of  the 
Birds  of  Pennsylvania,  pp.  92-93,  where  I  stated,  on 
the  anthority  of  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Ladd,  of  West  Chester, 
Pa.,  that  he  (Mr.  Ladd)  had,  April  5,  1886,  found  a  nest 
and  two  eggs  of  this  bird  in  a  thick  woods  at  Fite's 
Eddy,  on  the  Susquehanna  river.  A  description  of  the 
nest  and  eggs  was  published  in  my  first  report,  as 
given  to  me  by  Mr.  Ladd,  but  I  have  since  learned  from 
Mr.  Ladd  that  he  did  not  secure  or  even  see  the  hawks, 
hence  T  am  satisfied  that  this  **record''  was  without 
doubt  based  on  erroneous  identification.  Dr.  C.  H. 
Merriam,  of  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Washington,  D.  C,  informs  me  that  he  is  not  aware  of 
a  single  authentic  record  of  the  breeding  of  the  Rough- 
legged  Hawk  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

SUBSISTS   MAINLY    ON    FIELD    MI(M<:. 

In  the  Rough-legged  Hawk,  we  find  another  exam 
pie  of  one  of  our  larger  feathered  mouse  hunters,  which 
is  often  slandered  by  the  name  of  "hen-hawk.'^ 

Since  the  Scalp  Act  was  in  force,  and  thousands  of 
the  most  beneficial  hawks  weiv  slain,  this  species  has 
become,  T  might  say,  almost  a  rare  visitor  to  marshy 
lands  where  in  former  years,  T  have  found  it  frequently 
quite  plentiful.  The  viscera  of  sixteen  of  these  hawks 
which  the  writer  has  examined,  contained  only  field 
mice  and  a  few  other  small  rodeprs.    The  focKl  table, 
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given  by  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher,  of  49  stomachs,  shows  con- 
clusivelj  that  meadow  mice  constitute  almost  wholly 
the  food  of  the  species.  Prof.  Samuel  Anghe.v  found 
the  remains  of  a  jj^opher,  a  small  lizard,  and  seventy 
insects  in  the  atomarh  of  a  Rouj?h-lej?  killed  in  Ne- 
braska, in  September,  1872;  however,  such  food  ma- 
terials accordinj^  to  most  authorities,  are  seldom  taken. 
Of  the  49  stomachs  referred  to  by  Dr.  Fisher,  40  con 
tained  mice,  chiefly  meadow  mice;  usually.  2  or  8  in 
oixch  stomach,  sometimes  4  or  5,  and  in  several 
stomachs,  each  contained  6  or  7  of  these  little  animals. 

DESTROYS  ENEMIES  OF  THE  ORrHARD. 

"The  Rough-leg  is  one  of  the  most  nocturnal  of  our  hawks, 
.'ind  may  he  seen  In  the  fading  twilight  watching  from  some 
low  perch,  or  beating  with  measured,  noiseless  flight  over  Its 
hunting  ground.  It  follows  two  very  dlffert^nt  methods  In 
securing  Its  food,  one  by  sitting  on  s(»me  stub  or  low  tree 
and  wntching  the  ground  for  the  appearance  nf  its  prey,  as 
the  Red-tail  dcee-  the  other  by  beating  back  and  forth,  Just 
above  the  tops  of  the  grass  t>r  bushes,  and  dropping  upon  Its 
victim,  after  the  manner  of  the  Marsh  Hawk.  Its  food  con- 
sists principally.  If  not  almost  exclusively,  of  the  snvaller 
rodents,  and  most  prominent  among  these  are  the  arvlcoline 
mice  and  lemmings.  As  Is  well  known,  the  meadow  mice 
(Arvicolae)  are  widely  distributed  over  the  North  Temperate 
Zone,  and  oflen  occur  in  Immense  numbers,  overrunning  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  country,  and  doing  Irreparable  damage  to 
crops  as  well  as  to  fruft  and  ornamental  trees. 

"Repeatedly  young  orchards,  consisting  of  hundreds  of 
trees,  and  representing  great  money  value,  have  been  totally 
destroyed  by  these  pests.  The  damage  Is  done  In  winter, 
under  the  snow,  where  the  mice  eat  the  bark  from  the  trees, 
often  completely  girdling  them   and   causing  their   death. 

"Usually  mfadow  mice  are  fairly  common,  if  not  abundant, 
over  a  large  part  of  the  meadow  and  marsh  lands  of  the 
central  and  northern  United  States  and  temperate  Canada. 
To  ohow  how  Important  meadow  mice  are  to  the  Rough-leg 
as  an  article  of  food,  it  may  be  stated  In  general  terms  that 
the  southern  limit  of  Its  wanderings  In  winter  Is  nearly  co- 
Incident  with  the  southern  boundary  of  the  region  Inhabited 
by  meadow  mice.  In  the  north  lemmings  are  abundant  over 
the  country  in  which  the  Rough-leg  makes  its  summer  home, 
and  furnish  a  never-falling  supply  of  food  for  old  and  young. 

"The  following  statements  Indicate  to  what  extent  the 
Rough-leg  feed?  on  meadow  mice:  "Mr.  E.  O.  Damon,  of 
Northampton.  Massachusetts,  informs  the  writer  that  he  has 
killed  hundreds  of  these  hawks  on  the  low  meadows  bordering 
the   Connecticut     river,   and     of     the    many    stomachs     he     ex- 
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amined  all  contained  the  remains  of  meadow  mice.  He  further 
states  that  h^:  never  found  even  a  frog  in  its  stomach  or  saw 
It  attack  anything  larger  than  a  rat  or  meadow  mouse.  Dr. 
Miohaner  (in  U.  S.  Agr.  Rept.,  1863,  p.  291).  says  of  the  Roaigh- 
leg:  "The  number  of  meadow  mice  which  this  species  destroys 
ought,  one  would  thlnR,  to  insure  it  the  protection  of  every 
hufibandman."  Dr.  J.  C.  Merrill  states  that  the  stomachs  of 
those  killed  at.  Fort  Klamath,  Oregon,  usually  contained  field 
nrice.  (Auk.  Vol.  V,  p.  145.)  Mr.  A.  Hall,  writing  of  thl.s 
hawk  In  Nebraska,  Fays:  "This  species  is  very  abundant  in 
wintf^r.  and  subsists  entirely  upon  mice,  frogs  and  small 
rodents.  It  seldom,  if  ever,  preys  upon  birds."  (Forest  and 
Stream,  Vol.  XX.  May  10,  1883,  p.  284.*  )  (Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher's 
Report.) 
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GOLDEN  EAGLJE2. 
Aquila  chrysaetos. 

DESCRIPTION. 


i  Tarsi  densely  feathered  all  around   to   base  of  yellow   toes. 

[  Length  about  3  feet;  extent  6H  to  7^  feet. 

;  ^du2^.— General   color   dark    brown;    the    lengthened  pointed 

[  feathers   of   hind    neck   golden   brown;   feathers   of   tarsi   pale 

yellowish-brown;  tail  blackish  and  grayish. 
^  Jtnwiatwre.— Ba4Bal  two-thlrda  of  all  tail  w^ite,  with  a  blackish 

terminal  band,  lower  parts  much  lighter  than  adult. 
MabitaU~~N orth    America   south   to     Mexico,     and   northern 

parts  of  the  Old  World.    A  winter  resident  in  Pennsylvania* 
I 
i  This  large  bird  occurs  in  Pennsylvania  as  a  winter 

'  visitant.    The  only  species  with  which  it  is  sometimes 

confounded  is  the  Bald  or  White-headed  Eagle  in  im- 
mature plumage.  The  two  species  can  always  be  dis- 
tinguished at  a  single  glance,  if  you  remember  tliat  the 
Golden  Eagle  has  the  tarsus  densely  feathered  to  the 

[  toes,  and  the  Bald  Eagle  has  a  bare  tarsus.    One  of 

\  the  largest  Golden  Eagles  I  ever  saw  was  captured  in 

December,  1889,  by  a  hunter  in  Cameron  county.  This 
bird,  which  was  handsomely  mounted  by  my  friend, 
Mr.  M.  M.  T^rrabee,  of  Emporium,  weighed,  Mr.  Larra- 

;  bee  informed  me,    twentj'-five  ix>unds.     The   sf)ecies 

breeds  in  high  mountainous  regions  and  the  Arctic 
countries. 

There  is  a  specimen  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  in  the 
Museum  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  captured  a 
few  years  ago  in  Clinton  county,  where  for  several 
days,  when  deep  snow  covered  the  ground,  it  lingered 
about  a  farm  house  and  preyed  upon  chickens  and 
turkeys,  and  when  it  was  shot  it  had  just  swooped 
down  on  a  favorite  pussy  which  spent  moet  of  her  time 
in  a  swampy,  grassy  thicket,  near  the  barnyard,  watch 
*  ing  for  small  birds  and  rabbits. 
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THE  GOLDEN  BAGL.B  AS  A  PBT. 

The  following  mention  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
Oolden  Eagle  in  captivity  I  gleaned  from  conversation 
with  Mr.  B.  M.  Everhart,  the  well-known  botanist  of 
West  Chester,  Pa.,  who  for  several  years  kept  one  in 
his  yard.  This  bird,  in  consequence  of  a  gun-shot 
wound  in  the  wing,  was  unable  to  fly  off.  All  the  yard 
situated  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  house  was  known 
as  Nero's  (bird^s  name)  domain.  Along  the  walk  lead 
ing  to  my  ofllce  was  his  perch,  a  dead  tree  stump  somo 
eight  feet  high.  When  satiated  with  food  he  would 
sit  there  for  hours  at  a  time.  If  at  any  time  during 
the  day  a  cat  or  domestic  fowl  happened  to  enter  his 
ground,  it  had  to  make  a  speedy  departure  or  be  killed. 
The  latter  was  mostly  the  case,  for  Nero  seldom  "went 
for"  anything  without  his  capturing  it.  When  I  ne- 
glected to  give  him  his  daily  allowance  (two  pounds 
meat),  as  was  sometimes  the  case,  he  wandered  about 
the  yard  uttering  a  ventriloquial,  gutteral  sound, 
which  had  the  effect  of  bringing  around  him  birds  and 
chickens.  Occasionally  the  former,  and  invariably 
the  latter,  would  be  killed.  Towards  people,  other 
than  myself,  he  displayed  great  animosity,  this  being 
particularly  the  case  with  children  and  timorous  indi- 
viduals. One  day  Joshua  Hoopes,  a  school  teacher  at 
that  time,  brought  a  party  of  his  boys  to  see  the  bird, 
and  I  noticed  one  of  their  number,  a  puny  and  delicate 
lad,  the  eagle  continually  eyed  and  several  times  en- 
deavored to  make  at  him.  A  female  domestic,  who 
had  annoyed  him  by  throwing  water  on  him  and  pok- 
ing at  him  with  a  stick,  he  showed  great  antipathy  to; 
we  were  eventually  obliged,  for  her  personal  safety 
and  our  own  convenience,  to  discharge  the  girl,  ns  she 
conlfl  nor  yo  into  the  yard  without  being  nttncked. 
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An  Irishman  oni*  dav  hIvIv  entered  the  yard,  but  in 
crossing  Nero's  province  he  was  set  upon  by  the  bird. 
In  the  fleshy  part  of  the  man's  thigh  he  imbedded  his 
talonS;  and  it  was  with  considerable  difficulty  his  hold 
was  loosened.  Erin's  son  declared  that  never  before 
in  his  life  had  he  met  "sich  a  divil,"  and  that  nothing: 
short  of  the  eagle's  life  could  appease  his  injuries. 

Examination  showed  that  although  there  were  ugly 
tlesh  wounds,  nothing  of  a  serious  nature  would  fol- 
low. This  uaformation  being  imparted,  and  a  two  dol 
lar  bill  tendered  to  the  Irishman,  his  sufferings  were 
much  relieved.  He  stated  that  although  he  looked 
'  upon  the  **critter''  as  a  *^bold,  bad  burd,"  still  he 
deemed  him  a  fit  subject  to  'Htape  frum"  any  intrusion 
in  the  back  yard,  and  that  in  the  future,  whenever  ho 
had  any  business  with  Bridget,  he  would  enter  the 
front  gate  and  make  known  his  wants  at  the  front 
door. 

HE  DEVOURED  THOMAS  CATS. 

The  strongest  and  largest  tom  cat  he  could  manage 
with  ease.  When  anyone  had  a  specially  objectiona 
ble  cat  which  they  wanted  disposed  of,  they  would  bag 
it  up  and  bring  it  to  the  eagle.  As  soon  as  he  saw 
the  bag  the  bird,  which  an  instant  before  sat  moping, 
ruffed-feathered  and  seemingly  half  dead,  suddenly,  as 
if  by  magic,  changed,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  being; 
body  erect,  feathers  close  to  the  body,  tail  expanded, 
the  sunken  eyes,  with  ten-fold  increased  lustre,  fol- 
lowed with  argus  gaze  every  motion  of  the  bag  and 
occupant;  soon  as  grimalkin  was  liberated  the  eagle 
swooped  down  and  grasped  it.  If  the  cat  was  of  or- 
dinary size,  Nero  displayed  little  concern  in  dispafch 
ing  it;  but  if  it  was  a  Thomas  feline,  of  hugh  dimen- 
sions, all  the  powers  of  the  bird   were  brought  into 
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requisition.  Then  the  true  nature  of  the  eagle  was 
seen.  The  ejes,  before  bright,  now  shone  like  balls  of 
fire,  the  crest  feathers  standing  up;  his  voice,  before 
hushed,  now  added  discord  to  the  dying  yells  of  his 
struggling  victim,  so  inextricably  fixed  in  his  relent- 
less talons.  He  could  kill  a  eat  in  from  two  to  five 
minutes. 

WOULD   SEIZE   GRIMALKIN   BY    NECK   AND  BACK. 

Commonly,  the  eagle  would  grasp  the  cat  around  the 
small  of  the  back  with  one  foot  and  with  the  other  he 
encircled  the  neck,  thus  retaining  his  hold  until  the 
animal  had  ceased  its  struggles,  which  were  soon  over, 
as  they  were  greatly  augmented  by  fright  and  exces- 
sive violence  of  action.  When  the  cat  became  quiet 
the  eagle  would  raise  his  wings,  which  he  had  allowed 
to  drop,  draw  his  body  up  as  high  as  possible  from  his 
prey,  and  proceed  leisurely  to  tear  off  the  skin  from 
his  captive's  back  and  side,  exposing  the  muscles  and 
viscera,  which  he  ate. 

FOOD  OF  THE  GOLDEN  EAGLE. 

Golden  Eagles  are  rather  rare  in  this  State,  hence 
their  depredations  to  poultry,  game  and  live  stock 
occasion  comparatively  little  loss  within  our  State's 
boundaries.  Domestic  fowls,  ducks  and  turkeys  es- 
pecially, are  often  devoured;  different  species  of  water 
birds,  grouse  and  wild  turkeys  suffer  chiefly  among  the 
game  birds.  Fawns  are  sometimes  attacked  and 
killed;  occasionally  it  destroys  young  pigs,  and  fre- 
quently many  lambs  are  carried  off  by  this  eagle. 
Many  rabbits  are  preyed  upon;  in  this  State,  the  Vary- 
ing Hare  and  common  Gray  Rabbit  or  "cotton-tail" 
form  a  portion  of  its  menu. 

Last  winter  a  farmer  residing  near  Harrisburg,  shot 
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one  of  these  eagles,  which  was  feasting  on  a  large 
gander,  which  he  had  just  killed;  but  as  the  man  sold 
the  eagle,  a  fine  male,  for  three  dollars  he  lost  nothing 
by  the  death  of  his  goose.  When  other  food  is  scarce 
it  feeds  on  oflfal  and  carrion  like  many  other  species 
of  the  birds  of  prey  are  wont  to  do  when  deep  snows 
cover  the  ground.  When  there  is  a  paucity  of  wild 
game,  its  natural  food,  this  powerful  bird,  it  is  as- 
serted, often  becomes  very  troublesome  and  frequently 
attacks  the  young  of  domestic  animals,  such  as  lambs, 
calves  and  pigs. 

EAGLES  DESTROYED  MANY  LAMBS. 

To  illustrate  the  damage  which  eagles  sometimes  do 
on  sheep  ranches,  Dr.  Fisher  publishes  the  following 
letter  to  Col.  Alexander  Macbeth,  ot  (^^eorgetown,  8. 
C,  which  fully  explains  how  destructive  eagles  may 
occasionally  become.  This  letter,  as  Dr.  Fisher  ob 
serves,  "may  refer  in  part  to  the  Bald  Eagle**: 

Rbems.  Georgetown  County,  S.  C,  May  30,  1SS9. 
Dear  Sir:— Yours  22d  instant  at  hand,  and  In  reply  will  say 
that  the  eagrles  are  more  destructive  to  the  sheep-grrowing 
industry  in  this  section  than  dogs.  On  one  ranch  this  spring 
one  shepherd  alone  Icilled  over  forty  himself,  principally  by 
using  strj'chnine.  They  were  worse  than  we  ever  knew  of 
before.  We  lost  fully  400  or  500  lambs,  as  they  devour  them 
as  fast  as  they  drop  from  the  old  sheep.  •  ♦  •  ^^ 
frequently  see  during  eagle  or  lambing  season  fifteen  to 
twenty  eagles  In  a  covey  (or  bunch),  which  shows  at  a  glance 
that  they  are  very  destructive.  We  have  also  a  few  w. Id- 
cats  that  devour  the  young  sheep,  but  can  manage  them  better 
than  eagles. 

Yours  very  truly, 

T.    RHEM    AND    SONS. 

ADtTLT    DEER    ATTACKED. 

Some  years  ago  I  saw  the  remains  of  a  Golden  Bagh' 
hanging,  with  some  pelts,  on  a  hunter's  cabin  in  the 
wilds  of  Clinton  county,  Pa.,  and  on  making  inquiry, 
learned  that  the  bird  had  been  shot  in  the  act  of  at- 
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tacking  a  small  doe.  Mr.  G.  F.  Morrisoo  writing  of  a 
similar  case  which  had  been  called  to  his  attention, 
says: 

"The  bird  had  captured  and  killed  a  srood-slzed  black-tailed 
deer,  and  was  hot  while  sitting  upon  its  l>ody.  (O.  &  0.,Vol. 
XIV,  1889.) 

Dr.  Fisher  publishes  the  following  paragraph  by  Mr.  Henry 
Seebohm:  "The  Golden  Eagle  has  been  known  on  one  highland 
sheep  farm  alone,  in  the  course  of  a  single  season,  to  carry 
olt  as  many  as  thirty-five  lambs.  •  ♦  •  In  deer  for- 
ests eagles  are  of  the  greatest  service;  for  although  they  some- 
times take  a  sickly  deer  calf,  they  live  almost  entirely  on 
blue  hares,  so  troublesome  to  the  deer  stalker;  and  most  cer- 
tainly deer  are  better  for  the  removal  of  the  weak  and  sickly 
ones,  which  would  only  possibly  live  to  transmit  their  disease 
to  posterity.  •  •  •  The  Golden  Eagle  (noble  as  he  is 
thought  to  be)  will  eat  carrion  when  pressed  for  food.  • 
•  •  The  Golden  Eagle  also  preys  upon  various  species  of 
birds,  notably  the  blackcock  and  red  grouse,  ptarmigan, 
curlews  and  plover,  dropping  upon  them  unawares  or  simply 
taking  the  young  and  weakly  ones;  for  never  does  the  bird 
pursue  or  strike  them  like  thp   true   falcon." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^?^"^ 


.^■'Vv 


A^^'^r 


I 


BALD     EAGLE. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


201 


BALD  EAGLE. 
Haliaeetns  leucocephalns. 

DE)SC?RIPTION. 

Tarsi  feathered  only  about  half  way  down. 

Jfal«,—Length  about  3  fet  t:  extent  of  wingra  about  7  feet. 
Female  larger,  measuring:  sometimes  8  feet  in  extent. 

AdulL—Hesid,  neck,  tall  and  upper  coverts  of  latter,  white; 
rest  of  plumagre  dusky-brown;  bill,  feet  and  eyes  yellow. 

JmmcrtMre.— Entire  plumagre  dark  brown;  some  are  grrayish- 
brown.  and  tail  more  or  less  spotted  with  white;  bill  dark- 
colored;  eyes  brown. 

Habitai^^N or th  America  at  largre,  south  to  Mexico.  Breeds 
pparlngrly   in   Pennsylvania. 

The  name  '*Bald"  which  is  ^ven  to  this  species  is 
not  applied  because  the  head  is  bare,  but  because  the 
feathers  of  the  neck  and  head  in  the  adults  are  pure 
white.  In  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  throughout  the 
United  States,  we  have  but  two  species  of  eagles. 
The  ''Black,"  Gray"  and  "Washington"  Eagles  are  all 
young  of  the  Bald  Eagle.  Three  years,  it  is  stated, 
are  required  before  this  species  assumes  the  adult 
plumage. 

The  Bald  Eagle  is  found  in  Pennsylvania  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year. 

THE  NEST  AND  KQQS. 

A  few  of  these  birds  annually  rear  their  young  along 
the  Susquehanna  river,  and  also  in  a  few  other  locali- 
ties in  this  State.  The  nest,  a  bulky  affair,  built  usually 
on  a  large  tree,  mostly  near  the  water,  is  about  four  or 
five  feet  in  diametc^r.  Tt  is  made  up  chiefly  of  large 
sticks,  lined  inside  with  grasses,  leaves,  etc.  The  eggs 
commonly  two — rarely  three — are  white  and  measure 
about  3  b\  24  inches.  A  favorite  article  of  food  with 
this  bird  is  fish,  which  he  obtains,  chiffly  by  strategy 
and  rapine. 
i:r   11 
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THE  BALD  EAGLE  AND  OSPREY. 

The  Bald  Eagle  is  quite  plentiful  in  the  vicinity  of 
large  rivers,  where  the.  Fish  Hawk  is  common;  unlike 
this  last  named  bird,  however,  he  cannot  be  called  pis- 
civorous, as  he  subsists  largely  on  ducks,  geese,  and 
other  aquatic  birds.  Referring  to  this  eagle,  Audu 
bon  says: 

*'No  sooner  does  the  Fish  Hawk  make  its  appearance  along 
our  Atlantic  shores,  or  ascends  our  numerous  and  large  rivers, 
than  the  eagle  follows  It,  and,  like  a  selfish  oppressor,  robs 
it  of  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  its  labor.  Perched  on  some 
tall  summit,  In  view  of  the  ocean,  or  of  some  water  course, 
he  watches  every  motion  of  the  Pish  Hawk  while  on  wing. 
When  the  latter  rises  from  the  water  with  a  fish  in  its  grasp, 
forth  rusYies  the  eagle  in  pursuit.  He  mounts  above  the  Fish 
Hawk,  and  threatens  it  by  actions  well  understood,  when  the 
latter,  fearing  perhaps  that  its  life  Is  In  danger,  drops  Its 
prey.  In  an  instant  the  eagle,  accurately  estimating  the 
rapid  descent  of  the  fish,  closes  his  wings,  follows  It  witji 
the   swiftness  of  thought,   and   the   next   moment   grasps   It." 

SOMETIMES  FISHES   FOR  HIMSELF. 

According  to  Audubon  the  Bald  Eagle  catches  fish 
for  himself. 

"This  bird  now  and  then  procures  fish  for  himself  by  pur- 
suing them  In  the  shallows  of  small  creeks.  I  have  witnessed 
several  Instances  of  this  in  the  Perkiomen  creek,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where.  In  this  manner,  I  saw  one  of  them  secure  a 
number  of  red  fins  by  wading  briskly  through  the  water  and 
striking  at  them  with  his  bill.  I  have  also  observed  a  pair 
scrambling  over  the  ice  of  a  frozen  pond  to  get  at  some  fish 
below,  but  without  success.  It  does  not  confine  itself  to  thes** 
kinds  of  food,  but  greedily  devours  young  pigs,  lambs,  fawns, 
poultry  and  the  putrid  flesh  of  carcasses  of  every  description, 
driving  off  the  vultures  and  carrion  crows  or  the  dogs,  and 
keeping  a   whole   party   at   defiance   until    It   Is   satiated." 

KIT.T.S    T.AMKS    AND    PIGS. 

Dr.  Fisher  publishes  the  following  notes  from  the 
Forest  and  Stream  concerning  the  destruction  of  do- 
mestic animals: 

A  number  of  eagles  have  recently  been  shot  in  various 
parts  of  Pennsylvania.  One.  shot  by  John  Hodman  in  North 
Coventry.  Chester  county,   had  carried  off  bodily  a  large  lamb 
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ainJ  returned  the  foUowing"  day,  after  another."  (Vol.  V.  1876»  p. 
196.)  "A  large  White-headed  Bagle  swooped  down  on  a  flock 
of  sheep  here  (Hornellsville,  New  York)  and  made  a  break- 
fast on  lamb  chops  before  he  could  be  driven  off."  (Vol.  X, 
1878.  p.  319.)  '*It  (the  Bald  Eagle)  was  killed  by  a  Mr.  Towry. 
near  SmlthvUle,  Mississippi.  When  found  by  Mr.  Towry  It 
had  killed  two  of  his  hogs  and  was  dining  on  one  of  them." 
(Vol.   VIII.   1877.) 

Dr.  Fisher  also  refers  to  an  article  pablished  in  the 
Forest  and  Stream  (Vol.  IV,  1875,  p.  166)  in  which  a 
Bald  Eagle  was  seen  to  fly  five  miles  with  a  live  lamb 
in  its  talons. 

HOW  THEY  CAPTURE  GEESE. 

Dr.  Fisher  reproduces  from  Bulletin  of  the  Nuttall 
Ornith.  Club,  the  following  very  interesting  note  from 
Mr.  Wm.  Brewster,  and  which  refers  to  the  mannec 
in  which  the  Eagles  catch  wild-fowl  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cobb's  Island,  Virginia: 

"In  the  winter  the  eagles  are  much  more  numerous  than  at 
any  other  time  of  the  year,  and  my  Informant  has,  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  seen  as  many  as  elgrht  at  once.  At  this  sea- 
son the  nelgrhborlng:  bays  and  creeks  swarm  with  wild  fowl, 
and  upon  these  the  eagfes  principally  live.  He  has  never 
known  them  to  catch  fish  of  any  kind,  although  they  not 
unfrequently  rob  the  Fish  Hawk.  Geese  and  brant  form 
their  favorite  food,  and  the  address  displayed  In  their  capture 
is  very  remarkable.  The  poor  victim  has  apparently  not  the 
Allgrhtest  chance  for  escape.  The  eagle's  flight,  ordinarily 
Slow  and  somewhat  heavy,  becomes  In  the  excitement  of 
pursuit  exceedingly  swift  and  grraceful,  and  the  fugitive  Is 
quickly  overtaken.  When  close  upon  Hs  quarry  the  eagle  sud- 
denly sweeps  beneath  it,  and,  turning  back  downwards, 
thrusts  Its  powerful  talons  up  into  Its  breast.  A  brant  or 
duck  Is  carried  off  bodily  to  the  nearest  marsh  or  sand  bar, 
but  a  Canada  goose  is  too  heavy  to  be  thus  easily  disposed 
of.  The  two  great  birds  fall  together  to  the  water  beneath, 
while  the  eagle  flterally  tows  his  prize  along  the  surface 
until  the  shore  is  reached.  In  fhls  way  one  has  been  known 
to  drag  a  large  goose  for  nearly  half  a  mile." 

WILL,  SOMETIMES  ATTACK  MANKIND. 

If  newspaper  and  numerous  written  accounts  are 
true  (and  unfortunately  many  are  not)  it  would  ap- 
pear that  even  man  is  not  exempt  from  the  attacks 
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of  these  predaceous  birds.  I  have  repeatedly  seen  in 
newspapers,  accounts  of  combats  between  men  and 
eagles;  frequently  the  bird  would  be  the  aggressor. 
While  it  is  admitted  that  these  reports  are  largely 
due  to  the  imaginative  reporter,  it  is  believed  that  such 
occurrences  do  occasionally  take  place.  Veritable  in- 
stances are  related  of  their  carrying  off  infants.  Ac- 
cording to  Wilson : 

"An  attempt  of  this  kind  was  made  upon  a  child  lyingr  by  Its 
mother,  as  she  was  weeding*  a  garden,  at  Egg  Harbor,  New 
Jersey,  but  the  garment  seized  upon  by  the  eagle  giving  way  at 
the  instant  of  the  attempt,  the  child's  life  was  spared."  Nut- 
tall  speaks  of  an  instance  said  to  have  happened  at  Peters- 
burgr,  Georgia,  near  the  Savannah  river,  "where  an  infant, 
sleepln^r  In  the  shade  near  the  house,  was  seized  and  carried 
off  to  the  eyry,  near  the  edge  of  the  swamp,  five  miles  dis- 
tant, and  when  found,  almost  immediately,  the  child  was 
dead." 

DESTROYS  POULTRY  AND  GAME. 

This  bird  very  often  preys  on  birds  and  mammals. 
I  have  knowledge  of  at  least  two  of  these  birds  which 
have  killed  poultry  (tame  ducks  and  turkeys)  along  the 
Susquehanna  river.  Duck  hunters  assured  me  thai 
they  have,  on  several  occasions,  seen  Bald  Eagles  at- 
tack and  kill  wild  ducks  and  geese  which  are  often 
quite  numerous  during  migrations  on  the  Susquehanna 
river. 

Sometimes,  like  the  Golden  Eagle,  this  species  will 
attack  raccoons,  and  skunks;  and  on  one  occasion  I 
found  two  or  three  spines  of  a  porcupine  in  the  body 
of  an  immature  Bald  Eagle  which  I  secured  in  Clinton 
county.  This  led  me  to  infer  that  the  Bald  Eagle 
might,  sometimes,  attack  this  animal  which  is  so  well 
able  to  defend  himself,  and  which  seems  to  be  of  no  use 
in  our  hemlock  forests  but  to  ruin  hunting  dogs,  and 
gnaw  everything  which  is  the  least  bit  salty,  that  they 
find  in  their  noctural  ramblings  about  the  lumber 
camps. 
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DUCK  HAWK. 
Falco  peregrinos  anatum. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Size  as  well  as  colors  variable.  A  female  before  me  to  20 
Inches  long,  and  measures  from  tip  to  tip  46  inches;  tail,  8. 
Male  smaller. 

Above  blackish-brown  or  slaty-black,  and  many  feathers 
with  paler  edgings;  chin,  throat,  forepart  of  neck  and  upper 
breast  yellowish-white,  and  sometimes  nearly  immaculate, 
but  usually  more  or  less  streaked  or  spotted;  showy  black 
ear  patches;  frontal  feathers  whitish,  rest  of  under  parts 
barred  and  streaked  with  blackish  and  lighter  colors.  Im- 
mature birds  are  more  brown  and  lower  parts  are  much  more 
spotted  with  dark  and  less  barred.  Bill  bluish-black,  except 
about  base,  like  cere  is  yellowish;  legs  yellow;  Iris  brown. 

Habitat.— North  America  at  large.  Resident  and  breeds 
sparingly    in    Pennsylvania. 

This  bold  and  predatory  hawk,  the  largest  of  the 
typical  falcons  found  in  this  region,  retires,  usually 
during  the  summer  time,  to  the  mountainous  districts, 
generally  in  the  neighborhood  of  large  streams,  and  in 
the  winter  season  (fall,  winter  and  early  spring),  it  Is 
found  as  an  irregular  visitor  in  nearly  all  sections  of 
our  Commonwealth. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

The  Duck  Hawk  breeds  in  several  localities  in  Penu 
sylvjuiia,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  state  it  is  reported 
to  be  quite  common.  The  late  Judge  Libhart,  of  Lan 
caster  county,  twelve  or  fifttH^n  years  ago,  observed  it 
as  a  "resident,  common  on  the  Susquehanna."  Dr. 
Treichler,  Mr.  Roddy  and  other  more  recent  observers, 
report  the  Duck  Hawk  in  Lancaster  county  as  a  rather 
rare  visitor,  commonly  seen  in  winter.  The  following 
gentlemen  report  this  species  as  a  native:  Hon.  Gerard 
C.  Brown,  Casper  Loucks  and   George  Miller  all  of 
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York  county,  state  that  it  is  a  regular  breeder 
on  the  high  cliffs  about  the  Susquehanna.  Concerning 
the  bird  Mr.  George  Miller  furnishes  the  following 
notes:  "Found  nest  of  Duck  Hawk  April  7,  1880.  It 
contained  four  eggs  slightly  incubated;  hawk  on  nest 
when  discovered,  along  Susquehanna  river  near  mouth 
of  Codorus  creek.  Nest  about  one-third  down  from 
top  of  a  high  cliff  on  shelf  with  overhanging  rock;  neat 
made  of  rocky  debris  found  lying  about.  Remains  of 
birds,  such  as  tame  pigeons,  flickers,  blackbirds,  etc., 
upon  which  the  Duck  Haw^ks  had  evidently  been  feed- 
ing, were  found  plentifully  scattered  over  the  rocks. 

I  shot  the  male  soon  after  collecting  the  eggs,  and 
have  it  now  in  my  collection  of  birds.''  Dr.  W.  L. 
Hartman,  of  Luzerne  county,  says: 

"The  Great-footed  or  Duck  Hawk  breeds  regularly 
in  this  locality  (Pittston)  in  an  almost  inaccessible 
ledge  of  rocks.''  Mr.  Tliomas  S.  Gillin,  Ambler,  Mont- 
gomery county,  says:  "I  have  had  many  opportunities 
of  observing  them,  having  shot  twelve  inside  of  a  ra- 
dius of  five  miles  of  this  place;  in  fact. see  them  regu- 
larly, and  know  of  two  nesting  places  in  this  state.'' 
Dr.  T.  Z.  Hazzard,  Allegheny  county;  Mr.  O.  B.  Hark, 
Northampton  county,  and  W.  P.  Bolton,  Montgomery 
county,  also  mention  it  as  a  breeder.  Dr.  John  W. 
Detwiller  and  Mr.  Samuel  Mack,  both  residents  of 
Bethlehem,  have,  on  different  o<»casions,  found  Duck 
Hawks'  nests.  With  regard  to  their  breeding  in  this 
State,  Dr.  Detwiller  (letter  November  2,  1889),  says: 
"Duck  Hawk;  secured  set  of  four  eggs  from  the  cliffs 
of  Camel's  Ledge,  IMttston,  1880;  1886,  secured  two 
sets  of  four  eggs  in  each  set,  one  at  Skinner's  Eddy  and 
the  other  at  Buttermilk  Falls,  Susquehanna  river 
(East  Branch).     1887,  secured  a  set  of  four  eggs,  and 
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another  of  three,  at  *The  Narrows/  Delaware  river. 
Month  of  incubation,  April."  Reports  which  I  have 
received  from  other  naturalists  and  collectors,  show 
that  the  Duck  Hawk  has  been  observed  in  other  parts 
of  the  State  as  a  straggler  in  the  spring  and  fall,  or  as 
a  rather  rare  and  irregular  winter  visitor.  I  have 
never  found  the  nest  of  this  bird. 

Dr.  Coues  states  thai  it  "breeds  as  far  south  as  Virginia 
at  least:  eggs.  2-5,  oftener  3-4,  2.10  to  2.35x1.60  to  1.75,  averag- 
ing about  2.25x1.65;  white  or  whitish,  spotted,  blotched, 
wreathed,  clouded,  etc.,  with  the  reddish-browns,  from  choco- 
late or  even  purplish   to   the  ochres."— Key,   N.   A.   Birds. 

KILLS  DOMESTIC  FOWLS. 

This  hawk,  like  the  Cooper's  and  Sharp-shinned  spe- 
cies previously  described,  is  detrimental,  but  fortu- 
nately for  the  farmer  and  fruit  grower  the  Duck  Hawk 
is  a  comparatively  rare  bird,  and,  except  in  winter, 
is  found  usually  about  the  larger  rivers.  However, 
when  a  pair  of  these  birds  begin  house-keeping  on  a 
high,  rocky  ledge  in  the  neighborhood  of  farm  houses, 
they  frequently  destroy  a  good  many  domestic  fowls. 

For  several  years  past  a  pair  of  these  hawks  have 
nested  in  an  inaccessible  nook  on  a  high  rocky  bluff 
along  the  Susquehanna  river  across  from  Northumber- 
land, Pa.,  and  several  poultry  raisers  in  that  locality 
have  had  a  good  many  of  their  fowls  killed  by  them. 

Two  years  ago,  in  mid-winter,  a  farmer  living  along 
the  Brandywine  creek  near  West  Chester,  brought  to 
my  office  two  of  these  hawks  which  he  had  killed  one 
evening  at  his  carp  pond  where,  he  stated,  they  went 
to  watch  and  catch  his  ducks  and  chickens.  He  said 
that  this  pair  of  hawks  had  killed  eight  chickens  and 
three  ducks  for  him  in  about  a  week,  and  that  they 
had  also  caught  several  of  his  pigeons. 
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PLAYED    HAVOC    WITH    TERNS. 

I>r.  0.  Hart  Mernam  (Birds  of  Conn.,  1877,  p.  82,)  re- 
ferring to  a  Duck  Hawk  which  was  shot  on  Palkner 
Tsland,  Connecticut,  says: 

•During  her  brief  visit  she  had  made  sad  havoc  among  the 
terns,  and  her  crop  was  greatly  distended  with  their  re- 
mains, which  had  been  swallowed  in  Incredibly  large  pieces: 
whole  legs,  and  long  bones  of  the  wings  were  found  entire 
and  unbroken;  indeed  she  wao  perfectly  gorged,  and  contained 
the  remains  of  at  least  two  terns,  besides  a  mass  of  newly- 
hatched  young." 

KILLS   WILD   FOWL. 

I  have  seen  this  species  catch  the  Coot  (Puiica)  and 
a  Wood  Duck  on  the  Susquehanna  river.  Audubon 
says: 

"He  pursues  the  smaller  ducks,  water  hens  and  other  swim- 
ming birds,  and  if  they  are  not  quick  in  diving  it  seizes  them 
and  rises  with  them  from  the  water.  I  have  seen  this  hawk 
come  at  the  report  of  a  gun  and  carry  off  a  teal  not  thirty 
steps  distant  from  the  sportsman  who  had  killed  it,  with 
a  daring  assurance  as  surprising  as  unexpected.  This  con- 
duct has  been  observed  by  many  individuals,  and  is  a  char- 
acteristic trait  of  this  species.  The  largest  bird  that  l 
have  seen  this  hawk  attack  and  grapple  with  on  the  wing 
is  the  mallard. 

"The  Duck  Hawk  <l<»es  not,  however,  content  himself  with 
water  fowl.  He  is  generally  seen  following  the  flocks  of 
pigeons,  and  even  blackbirds,  causing  great  terror  in  their 
ranks,  and  forcing  them  to  perform  aerial  evolutions  to  escape 
the  grasp  of  his  dreaded  talons.  For  several  days  I  watched 
one  of  them  that  had  taken  a  particular  fancy  to  some  tame 
pigeons,  to  secure  which  it  went  so  far  as  to  enter  their  house 
at  one  of  the  holes,  seize  a  bird,  and  issue  by  another  hole  In 
an  instant,  causing  such  terror  among  the  rest  as  to  render  me 
fearful  that  they  would  abandon  the  place.  How^ever,  I  for- 
tunately shot  the  depredator.  They  occasionally  feed  on  dead 
flsh  that  have  floated  to  the  shores  or  sand  bars." — Audubon. 

I  liave  examined  but  three  of  these  hawks;  the 
stomachs  of  two  were  destitute  of  food  materials,  the 
other  contained  a  few  feathers  of  a  domestic  pigeon. 

THEY  PREY  ON  SONG  BIRDS. 

Dr.  Fisher's  report  shows  that  of  twenty  stomachs 
of  Duck  Hawks  examined,  not  less  than  four  fifths,  or 
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sixteen,  coDtained  poultrv  (chiekeus  or  ducks),  game 
Uirds  (quail  or  wild  ducks)  and  Hiuall  wild  birds  of 
which  the  following  species  were  identified: 

Meadow  Lark,  Gray-cbeeked  Thrush. 

Warbler.  Catbird, 

Robin,  Mourning:  Dove. 
Crissal  Thrasher. 

The  only  mammal  eaten  as  shown  by  these  records 
were  two  mice  which  were  taken  from  the  stomach  of 
(me  of  these  hawks  killed  at  Elmira,  N.  V.,  in  De- 
cember, 1887.  Another  of  this  series  captured  at 
Portland,  Conn.,  in  April,  1880,  had  the  remains  of  a 
tame  duck  and  some  beetles  in  its  stomach;  "small 
bird's"  remains,  which  could  not  be  identified,  with 
**dragon  files.''  were  discovered  in  another  hnwk  taken 
Octobe^r  1,  1884.  in  Rrookhnven,  X.  V.  The  four  re 
mainin^  stomaclis  of  the  twenty  last  refi^rred  to  wiM'c 
empty. 
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PIGEON  HAWK. 
Falco  columbarius. 

DESCRIPTION. 

AduU  MaU, -Entire  upper  parts  bluish -slate  color,  every 
feather  with  a  black  longitudinal  line;  forehead  and  throat 
white;  other  under  parts  pale  yellowish  or  reddish  white;  every 
feather  with  a  lon^tudinal  line  of  brownish-black;  tibiae  light 
ferruginous,  with  lines  of  black;  quills- black,  tipped  with  ashy- 
white;  tail  light  bluish-ashy,  tipped  with  a  white  and  with  a 
wide  subtermlnal  band  of  black,  and  with  several  other  trans- 
verse narrower  bands  of  black;  inner  webs  nearly  white;  cere 
and  legs  yellow;  bill  blue;  Iris  brown. 

Younger — Entire  upi>er  plumage  dusky  brown,  quite  light  in 
some  specimens,  and  with  a  tinge  of  ashy;  head  above,  with 
narrow  stripes  of  dark  brown  and  ferruginous,  and  In  soime 
specimens  many  Irregular  spots  and  edgings  of  the  latter  color 
on  the  upper  parts;  forehead  and  entire  under  part  dull  white, 
me  iatier  wim  lungitudmal  stripes  of  light  brown;  sides  and 
flanks  light  brown;  tibia  dull  white  with  dashes  of  brown; 
pairs  of  circular  spots  of  white;  tall  pale  brown,  with  .about 
six  transverse  bands  of  white;  cere  and  legs  greenish-yellow. 

Youn^.— Upper  plumage  bruwnlsh-black.  white  of  the  fore- 
head and  under  parts  more  deeply  tinged  with  reddish-yellow; 
ttark  stripes  wider  than  In  preceding;  sides  and  flanks  with 
wide  transverse  bands  of  brownish-black,  and  with  circular 
spots  of  yellowish- white;  quills  black;  tail  brownish-black, 
tipped  with  white,  and  with  about  four  bands  of  wnite;  cert- 
and  fefit  greenish-yellow. 

Total  length,  female  12  to  14  Inches;  wing  8  to  9  Inches;  tall 
5  to  5%  inches.  Male,  total  length,  10  to  11  inches;  wing 
7Vi  to  8  Inches;  tall  5  inches.— Baird's  B.  B.  of  N.  A. 

Ha6t7o<.— The  whole  of  North  America,  south  to  the  West 
Inaies  and   northern   S'>uth   America. 

This  little  falcon  breeds  chiefly  north  of  parallel  43 
decrees,  though,  as  Dr.  Fisher  adds,  "in  the  mountains 
it  extends  south  of  this  latitude,  and  in  the  mountains 
of  some  of  the  West  Indian  Islands  it  is  a  summer 
resident."  I  have  observed  this  hawk  only  as  a  visitor 
during  the  winter  season;  further  investigations,  how- 
ever, may  show  that  it,  as  some  assert,  occurs  as  a 
native  in  some  of  our  higher  mountainous  district!^. 
According  to  my  experience  this  species  is  rather  rare 
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iD  this  Htate,  and  is  oftener  met  with  in  the  inouu- 
tainouB  and  wooded  districts  than  elsewhere. 

FEEDS- PRINCIPALLY  ON  BIRDS. 

Field  observations  and  post-mortem  examinations 
made  by  numerous  naturalists  show  very  conclusively 
that  although  tho  Pij?eon  Hawk  will  sometimes  de- 
stroy poultry,  taoie  pigeons,  and  even  game  birds  as 
lai^e  as  the  Ptarmigan,  it  preys  uiainlv  on  various 
kinds  of  small  wild  birds.  It  sometimes  catches  in- 
sects, and  small  quadrupeds. 

The  foUoAving  is  taken  from  my  note  book  in  rela- 
tion to  a  pair  of  these  hawks:  Two  Pigeon  Hawks  dur- 
ing the  hile  fall  lurked  about  the  southern  suburbs  of 
the  borough  of  West  Chester,  preying  at  regular  inter- 
vals on  the  pigeons  of  a  blacksmith.  In  one  week  the 
hawks  killed  or  drove  away  fifty  of  these  birds.  The 
hawks  would  enter  the  boxes  and  take  from  them  the 
pigeons. 

DEVOURS  MANY  BENEFICIAL.  BIRDS. 

An  examination  of  Dr.  Fisher's  food-table  of  this 
species  shows  very  conclusively  that  these  birds  prey 
on  a  great  variety  of  birds,  particularly  those  of  the 
sparrow  family.  In  the  stomachs  of  fifty-one  Pigeon 
hawks  mentioned  by  Dr.  Fisher,  forty-one  contained 
small  birds  and  of  these  the  following  species  were 
identified : 

Song  Sparrow,  Swift, 

English  Sparrows.  Flicker, 

Indigo  Bird,  Warblers, 

Field  Sparrow,  Bobolink, 

Swamp  Sparrows.  Tree  Swallow, 

Chipping  Sparrow,  Red-eyed  Vlreos, 

Goldflnchs,  Brown  Creeper, 

Thrush,  Blue-headed  Vlreo. 
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VIEWS  OP  DIPFKRENT  WRITERS. 

The  following   parajpaphs  are   quoted   fvotui   Dr. 
Fisher's  report: 

"The  food  of  the  Pi«reon  Hawk  conaists  mainly  of  small  and 
medium-sized  birds,  especially  the  gregarious  species.  Insects. 
and  occasionally  small  mammals.  Pigeons*  flickers  and 
grackles  are  about  as  large  birds  as  It  usually  attacks,  though 
Dr.  Dall,  in  one  instance,  saw  it  kill  a  ptarmigan,  and  Dr.  E.  A. 
Meams  speaks  of  a  specimen  shot  in  the  act  of  destroying  a 
hen.  Among  the  insects  dragon  flies  are  favorite  morsels  for 
this  hawk,  and  the  apparent  ease  with  which  it  captures  these 
nimble- winged  insects  demonstrates  better  than  anything  else 
its  remarkable  power  of  flight.  The  writer  has  also  found 
grasshoppers,  crickets  and  beetles  among  the  stomach  con- 
tents. 

Ldke  the  Duck  Hawk,  the  species  under  consideration  occa- 
sionally captures  small  mammals  when  its  ordinary  food  is 
scarce,  though  according  to  Dr.  J.  G.  Cooper,  it  sometimes 
feeds  quite  extensively  on  them.  He  says:  ''Though  small,  the 
Pigeon  Hawk  has  all  the  flerceness  and  courage  of  a  true  fal- 
con, and  captures  birds  fully  as  large  as  itself.  It,  however, 
chiefly  follows  the  flocks  of  gregarious  birds,  such  as  black- 
birds, doves,  etc.,  and  preys  much  on  mice,  gophers  and  squir- 
rels. I  have  not  heard  of  its  attacking  domestic  poultry,  and 
those  farmers  who  shoot  every  'chicken  hawk'  that  comes 
around  the  house  would  do  well  to  observe  them  more  closely, 
and  will  discover  that  these  small  species  are  not  the  young 
of  the  larger  ones,  and  should  rather  be  encouraged  than  dt^- 
stroyed.    (Ornith.  Gala.,  Land  Birds,  1870,  p.  461.) 

Wilson  sums  up  its  food  as  follows:  "When  the  reed  birds, 
grackles  and  red-winged  blackbirds  congregate  in  large  flights, 
he  is  often  observed  hovering  in  their  rear,  or  on  their  flanks, 
picking  up  the  weak,  the  wounded  or  stragglers,  and  fre- 
quently making  a  sudden  and  fatal  sweep  into  the  very  midst 
of  their  multitudes.  The  flocks  of  robins  and  pigeons  are  hon- 
ored with  the  same  attentions  from  this  marauder."  (Am. 
Ornithology,  Vol.  I,  1831.  p.  61,  62.) 

Audubon  speaks  of  Its  food  as  follows:   "It  selze«  the  re<l 
breasted  thrush,  the  wild  pigeon,  and  even  the  golden-winged 
wnodnecker  on  land,  whll.^^t  along  the  shores  it  chases  several 
species  of  snipes,  as  well  as  the  green-winged  teal."    (Ornith. 
Biography.  Vol.  I,  p.  467.) 

Mr.  John  Murdoch  mentions  four  Pigeon  Hawks  which,  on 
September  5,  came  out  to  the  vessel  as  it  was  crossing  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  says:  "The  first  that  appeared  had 
a  Leach's  petrel,  dead.  In  his  talons.  He  alighted  with  this  on 
the  fore  cross-trees,  and  proceeded  to  eat  it."  (Bull.  Nutt. 
Ornith.  Club,  Vol.  II,  1877,  p.  79.) 

Dr.  (3oues,  speaking  of  the  species  In  Labrador,  says:  "On 
the  25th  of  the  same  month  (August),  at  Henley  Harbor,  an- 
other Individual  was  seen  foraging  among  the  Immense  flocks 
of  curlews  (NumeniuM  borealU)  which  then  covered  the  hills 
in  the  vicinity."    (Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.,  Phlla.,  1861,  p.  216.) 

In  Texas,  Mr.  George  B.  Sennett  secured  a  bird  whose  crop 
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contained  nearly  the  whole  of  a  ground  dove.  Mr.  Thomas  Mc- 
Ilralth  mentions  seeing  one  of  these  falcons  dive  into  a  flock 
of  blackbirds  on  one  of  the  marshes  of  Ontario,  and  says:  '*I 
once  saw  him  'stoop'  on  a  flock  as  they  hurried  toward  the 
marsh  for  shelter.  How  closely  they  had  huddled  together, 
as  if  seeking  mutual  protection,  but  he  went  right  through 
the  flock  and  came  out  on  the  other  side  with  one  in  each 
flst."     (Birds  of  Ontario.  1886.  p.  149.) 

Occasionall.v  the  Pigeon  Hawk  is  quite  destructive 
to  young  chickens,  as  the  following  from  the  pen  of 
the  late  Dr.  William  Wood  will  show: 

"In  May,  1860,  a  gentleman  who  resides  some  five  miles  dis- 
tant, informed  me  that  a  small  hawk  came  almost  every 
day  and  carried  off  a  chicken  for  him.  •  •  •  The  next 
day  the  same  little  hawk  returned  and  was  shot,  and  Is  now 
in  my  collection,  a  beautiful  representative  of  the  Pigeon 
Hawk."     (Am.   Nat.,   Vol.  VII.   p.  342.) 
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SPARROW  HAWK. 

Falco  sparverius. 

DESCRIPTION. 

"Small,  wings  narrow  and  pointed;  top  of  head  bluish-gray 
or  dark  slate,  the  crown  with  or  without  a  rufous  patch. 

Male»  — Tall  chestnut  rufous,  crossed  by  a  broad  black  band 
near  end;  wings  grayish-blue,  more  or  less  spotted  with  black. 
Above:  Rufous,  with  or  without  black  bars  or  spots.  Below: 
Varying  from  white  to  deep  rufous,  with  or  without  black 
spots. 

female,  -Tail,  wings  and  back  crossed  by  numerous  narrow 
bands  of  dusky."    (Fisher.) 

Length,  10  to  12  inches;  extent  of  wings  18  to  23  inches;  tail 
4^  to  n'i  inches.    Iris  brown  r  legs  and  feet  yellow. 

.Ha6«a^— Whole  of  North  America,  south  to  northern  South 
America.  Common  and  broods  generally  throughout  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Sparrow  Hawk  is  the  smallest  and  most  beau- 
tiful of  the  American  hawks.  During;  migrations  in 
the  spring  and  autumn  and  throughout  the  summer 
months  tlic  Sparrow  Hawk  is  common  in  nearly  all 
sections  of  this  State,  except  perhaps  in  the  heavily 
wooded  mountainous  districts  where,  according  to  my 
experience,  tiie  species  is  rather  rare.  In  southern 
Pennsylvania,  especially  in  Chester,  Delaware,  Lancas 
ter  and  York  counties,  this  bird  is  of  frequent  occur 
rence  as  a  winter  resident,  but  in  the  central  and 
northern  ccunties  of  our  State  it  is  regarded  as  a 
rather  unusual  winter  sojourner. 

XKST.    KCJGS  AND  YDrxr,. 

Tn  southeastern  Pennsylvania  where  this  species  was 
in  former  years  a  very  common  summer  resident  they 
begin  nesting  in  April.  The  eggs,  usually  five  in  num- 
ber, are  deposited  in  hollow  trees,  generally  the  de- 
serted hole  of  a  woodpecker.     The  eggs  measure  about 
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1.33  by  1.13  inches  and  are  of  a  whitish  or  pale-yellow 
brown  color,  blotched  all  over  with  dark  brown. 

When  the  roung  or  eggs  are  disturbed  the  parent 
birds  will  sometimes  defend  invasion  of  their  home 
with  great  temerity. 

Some  few  years  ago  I  was  endeavoring  to  secure  the 
young  from  a  nest  of  this  species.  I  had  climbed  the 
tree  to  the  hole,  about  thirty-five  feet  from  tlie  ground, 
wherein  were  snugly  packed  five  young,  one  of  which 
I  removed,  when  both  old  birds  assailed  me.  They 
several  times  Struck  my  head  and  arm^  with  their 
talons  and  wings.  So  persistent  were  their  attacks 
that  I,  desiring  to  obtain  the  young  alive,  directed  a 
companion  who  stood  nearby  to  shoot  both  birds.  I 
have  repeatedly  taken  the  eggs  and  young  of  this  bird 
but  never,  except  in  the  above  cited  instance,  encoun- 
tered such  determined  opposition. 

When  reared  from  the  nes!  the  Sparrow  Hawk  will 
soon  become  attached  to  its  master.  I  raised  two. 
which  were  given  their  freedom.  Both  birds  would 
come  at  my  call  and  alight  en  my  outstretched  arm 
or  shoulders,  anxiously  waiting  fo»r  a  grasshopper  or 
piece  of  meat,  which  was  always  their  recompense. 

This  hawk  will  resort  for  s«n^eral  consecutive  years 
to  the  samo  tree  for  breeding  purposes.  Prom  Doctor 
Wood's  "Birds  of  Connecticut,"  the  following  remarks, 
with  regard  to  the  nesting  of  this  bird,  are  taken: 

•*One  of  my  coJlectors  found  a  nc«?t  of  four  eggs  in  the  top 
of  a  stump  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  This  nest  was 
composed  of  grass,  and  was  discovered  by  the  grass  protruding 
through  a  crack  in  the  stump.  Whether  this  hawk  constructed 
this  nest,  or  whether  It  had  been  made  by  some  other  bird,  it 
is  impossible  to  tell,  but  1*  this  hawk  constructs  no  nest,  as 
asserted  by  Dr.  Brewer  and  others,  It  must  have  obtained 
It  piratically,  as  the  nest  was  new.  In  another  instance,  which 
occurred  In  Oranby.  Connecticut,  the  nest  was  known  to  have 
been  obtained  in  this  way:  A  farmer  made  a  dove  house  in- 
side of  his  barn,  with  holes  through   the  sides  of  the  building 
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communicating  with  It.  A  pair  of  doves  that  had  mated  were 
attaclced  and  killed  by  a  pair  of  Sparrow  Hawks,  who  took 
possession  of  their  nest,  laid  four  eg^gs  and  commenced  in- 
cubatlngr." 

Incubation,  which  lasts  for  about  a  period  of  from 
twentv-one  to  twenty-four  days,  is  engaged  in  by  both 
birds,  and  while  one  is  sitting  its  mate  supplies  it  with 
food.  When  first  hatched  the  young  are  covered  with 
a  white  down.  The  food  of  young,  while  under  pa- 
rental care,  I  have  found  to  consist  chiefly  of  insects. 

PROTECT  THE  SPARROW  HAWK. 

The  farmer,  fruit  grower  and  sportsmen  should| 
learn  the  true  value  of  this  little  hawk,  as  he  is  one 
of  the  most  desirable  feathered  visitors  and  should  not 
by  even  the  most  casual  observer  be  mistaken  for  that 
destructive  marauder  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  The 
Sparrow  Hawk  preys  to  a  very  considerable  extent  on 
English  sparrows. 

Popular  ignorance  of  the  great  service  which  thi«? 
species  does  to  the  farmer  and  pomologist,  by  destroy- 
ing myriads  of  noxious  insects,  together  with  the  in- 
disposition or  inability  to  distinguish  Rpmrow  linwks 
from  the  Sharp-shinned  and  smaller  individuals  of 
Cooper's  hawk,  which  so  many  people  have,  have  re 
suited  in  placing  Sparrow  hawks  under  ban,  and  they 
are  destroyed  by  farmers  and  gunners  in  many  sec 
tions  with  the  same  eagerness  that  they  kill  the  de- 
structive Sharp-shinned  and  Cooper's  hawks. 

This  useless  slaughter,  which,  of  course,  was  mater 
ially  aided  by  the  inducement  which  a  "scalp  act"  af 
fopcled,  has  brought  nhout  a  very  noticeable  decrease 
in  the  number  of  Sparrow  hawks  one  sees  nowadays. 
Twefve  or  fourteen  years  ago  I  have  often  counted 
from  the  car  windows  in  riding  from  Philadelphia  to 
Harrisburg  from  twenty  to  twenty  five  of  these  little 
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faiiuus;  but  in  recent  veani,  1  have  uever  ot>Berved  at 
any  season  of  the  year,  when  going  over  the  same 
route,  more  than  four  or  five  of  these  birds. 

WHAT    OTHER    WRITERS    HAVE    OBSERVED. 

Allen,  In  his  **Ornltliolo^cal  Noies  on  the  Birds  of  the  Great 
Salt  Lake  Valley."  says:  '*The  Sparrow  Hawk,  however,  was 
by  far  the  most  numerous  of  the  Falconidae;  thirty  were  seen 
in  the  air  at  one  time  near  the  mouth  of  Weber  canon,  en- 
g^SLged  in  the  capture  of  the  hateful  grasshoppers,  which  seems 
at  this  season  to  form  the  principal  food  of  this  and  other 
birds."  Audubon  mentions  that  be  had  one  of  these  birds 
tamed.  It  was  allowed  its  liberty.  "In  attemptint;  to  s»K>ure  a 
chicken  one  day,  the  old  hen  attacked  him  with  such  violence 
as  to  cost  him  his  life.  "  I>r.  Wood  says:  "When  they  can- 
not readily  procure  their  favorite  food,  mice  and  small  birds 
are  ^eedily  devoured;  and,  according  to  a  writer  in  the  Amer- 
ican Naturalist,  they  are  not  wholly  devoid  of  the  piratical 
habits  of  the  Bald  Eagle.  "A  tame  cat  was  crossing  the 
street  and  bearing  a  large  mouse  in  her  mouth;  a  Sparrow 
Hawk  came  flying  over,  and  seeing  a  mouse  in  her  mouth, 
made  a  sudden  swoop  and  tried  to  seize  it  with  its  talons,  but 
did  not  succeed.  The  hawk  continued  its  attempts  until  they 
reached  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  when  the  cat  disap- 
peared under  the  sidewalk.'  If  it  catches  a  moose  that  proves 
to  be  lousy  and  poor,  it  will  leave  it  and  seek  another." 

The  following  quotations  from  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher's 
work  (Bull.  No.  3,  U.  S.  Agr.  Depart.),  shows  the  great 
fondness  this  hawk  has  for  insect  food: 

"The  subject  of  the  food  of  this  hawk  is  one  of  great  In- 
terest, and  considered  in  its  economic  bearings  is  one  that 
should  be  carefully  studied.  The  Sparrow  Hawk  is  almost  ex- 
clusively insectivorous,  except  when  insect  food  is  difficult  to 
obtain.  In  localities  where  grasshoppers  and  crickets  are 
abundant  these  hawks  congregate,  often  in  moderate  sized 
flocks,  and  gorge  themselves  continuously.  Rarely  do  they 
touch  any  other  form  of  food  until,  either  by  the  advancing 
season  or  other  natural  causes,  the  grasshopper  crop  is  so 
lessened  that  their  hunger  cannot  be  appeased  without  undue 
exertion.  Then  other  kinds  of  insects  and  other  forms  of  life 
contribute  to  their  fare:  and  beetles,  spiders,  mice,  shrews, 
smaU  snakes,  lizards  or  even  birds  may  be  required  to  bring 
op  the  balance.  In  some  places  in  the  w*:-st  and  south  telegraph 
lines  pass  for  miles  through  treeless  plains  and  savannas:  for 
lack  of  better  places  the  Sparrow  Hawks  often  use  these  poles 
for  resting  places,  from  which  they  make  short  trips  to  pick 
up  a   grasshopper  or  mouse,   which   ihey  carry   back  to  their 
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perch.    At  times,  when  grasshoppers  are  abundant,  such  a  line 
of  poles  is  pretty  well  occupied  by  these  hawks. 

"A  dozen  or  more  stomachs  collected  by  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Richmond,  in  Gallatin  county,  Montana,  during:  the  latter  part 
of  August  and  early  part  of  September.  1888,  •  •  •  contained 
little  else  than  grasshoppers  and  crickets." 

GRASSHOPPERS  A  FAVORITE  FOOD. 

"Mr.  W.  B.  Hall,  of  Wakeman,  Ohio,  writes:  ♦  •  • 
•The  Sparrow  Hawk  is  a  most  persistent  enemy  of  the  grass- 
hopper tribe.  While  the  so-called  hawk  law  was  in  force  In 
Ohio  I  was  township  clerk  in  my  native  village  and  Issued  cer- 
tificates to  the  number  of  eighty-six,  forty-six  being  for  the 
Sparrow  Hawk.  I  examined  the  stomachs  and  found  forty- 
flve  of  them  to  contain  the  remains  of  grrasshoppers  and  the 
elytra  of  beetles,  while  the  remaining  one  contained  the  fur 
and  bones  of  a  meadow  mouse.'  " 

"Mr.  W.  E.  Saunders  writes  from  London,  Canada:  "Spar- 
row Hawks  are  one  of  our  best  grasshopper  destroyers;  four 
out  of  every  five  I  have  killed  contained  grasshoppers  alone.' 
The  following  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Henshaw  substan- 
tiates what  wQ  have  said  in  regard  to  its  fondness  for  grass- 
hoppers: *It  finds  •  •  •  an  abundant  supply  of 
game  in  the  shape  of  small  insectivorous  birds,  but  more  es- 
pecially does  its  food  consist  of  the  various  kinds  of  coleopter- 
ous insects  and  grasshoppers,  of  which  it  destroys  multitudes. 
In  fact,  this  last  item  is  the  most  important  of  all,  and  where 
these  insects  are  abundant  I  have  never  seen  them  have  re- 
course to  any  other  kind  of  food*  (Explor.  West  of  100th  Merid., 
Wheeler,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  414)." 

"And  subsequently  the  same  author  writes:  'The  west  side 
of  Chewaukan  Valley  has  suffered  severely  from  a  visitation 
of  that  scourge  of  the  western  farmer,  the  grasshoppers.  Here 
In  August  Sparrow  Hawks  had  assembled  In  hundreds  and 
were  holding  high  carnival,  and  although  in  instances  like  the 
present  their  numibers  proved  wholly  inmifficient  to  cope 
against  the  vast  myriads  of  these  destructive  insects,  yet  the 
work  of  the  Sparrow  Hawk  is  by  no  means  so  insignificant 
that  it  should  not  be  remembered  to  his  credit  and  earn  him 
well  merited  protection.  His  food  consists  almost  entirely  of 
grasshoppers  when  they  are  to  be  had,  and  as  his  appetite  ap- 
pears never  to  become  satiated,  the  aggregate  in  numbers 
which. are  annually  destroyed  by  him  must  be  enormous.'  (Ap- 
pendix O.  O.,  of  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  Eng.,  U.  S.  A.  for  '79, 
p.  314)." 

"In  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D  C,  remarkable  as  it  may 
appear  to  those  who  have  not  interested  thtmselves  specially 
in  the  matter.  It  is  t?ie  exception  not  to  find  grasshopprs  or 
crickets  in  the  stomach  of  Sparrow  Hawks,  even  when  killed 
during  the  months  of  Jafiuary  and  February,  unless  the  ground 
is  covered  with  snow." 

"It  Is  wonderful  how  the  birds  can  discover  the  half-con- 
cealed semi-dormant  insects,  which  in  color  so  closely  resemble 
the  ground  or  dry  grass.  Whether  they  are  attracted  by  a 
slight  movement  or  distinguish  the  form  of  their  prey  as  It  sits 
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motionlesss.  It  is  difficult  to  prove,  but  in  any  case  tlie  acute- 
ness  of  their  vision  is  of  a  character  which  we  are  unable  to 
appreciate.  Feeding  on  insects  so  exclusively  as  they  do,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  they  destroy  a  considerable  number  of 
beneficial  kinds,  as  well  as  spiders,  which  they  find  in  the 
same  localities  as  the  grasshoppers.  However,  examination 
of  thei5  stomach  contents  show  the  number  to  be  very  small 
compared  with  that  of  the  noxious  species,  that  it  is  hardly 
worth  considering." 

"After  the  several  frosts  of  autumn  and  in  winter,  when  in- 
sect life  is  at  Its  lowest  ebb,  the  Sparrow  Hawks  devote  more 
time  to  the  capture  of  mice  and  small  birds.  As  a  rule,  the 
birds  which  they  capture  at  this  time  are  ground-dwelling 
species,  which  simulate  the  movements  of  mice  by  running  in 
or  about  the  dry  grass  and  weeds.  They  are  mostly  sparrows, 
more  or  less  seed-eating,  and  hence  not  among  the  species  most 
beneficial  to  the  agriculturist.  At  this  season  it  is  common 
to  see  Sparrow  Hawks  sitting  on  the  poles  over  hay  stacks  or 
stationed  where  they  can  command  a  good  view  of  the  sur- 
roundings of  a  hay  mow  or  grain  crib,  ready  at  any  moment 
to  drop  upon  the  mouse  which  is  unfortunate  enough  to  show 
itself.  In  this  way  they  manage  to  destroy  a  vast  number  of 
mice  during  the  colder  months." 

"The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  W.  I*.  Mc- 
Glothlin,  of  Dayton.  Washington:  'There  Is  a  small  hawk  here 
called  the  Sparrow  Hawk.  It  comes  about  the  1st  of  March 
and  leaves  with  its  young  about  August  1st.  On  their  arrival 
they  are  in  large  flocks  and  seem  hungry,  I  have  had  a  num- 
ber follow  my  team  all  day  long,  and  even  alight  tor  a  moment 
<»n  the  plow  beam.  When  a  mouse  was  unearthed  it  was  cap- 
tured In  an  instant  and  quickly  killed.  The  hawks  seem  t«» 
know  just  when  their  victims  are  dead.  They  settle  on  some- 
thing suitable  to  their  fancy  and  commence  eating  the  eyes 
and  then  soon  finish.  For  two  weeks  this  mouse  catching 
goes  on.  I  have  sometimes  seen  them  chase  and  catch  small 
birds.'  "  (Bull.  No.  3,  Hawks  and  Owls,  by  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher, 
1893.) 

When  breeding,  the  Sparrow  Hawk  has  been  known 
to  capture  young  chickens;  their  depredations,  how- 
ever, in  this  direction  are  not  worthy  of  consideration 
when  compared  with  the  great  benefits  the  hawks  do 
by  destroying  injurious  insects  and  mice. 

FED   MAINLY   ON   MICE    AND   INSECTS 

The  stomach  contents  of  forty-eight  Sparrow  Hawkn 
captured  in  Chester  county.  Pa.,  and  examined  by  the 
writer  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


220 


Date  uf 
Cftpiore. 


Insects,  Ktc. 


July, 

18M. 

July 

1886. 

Apr. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

8. 
29. 

2«. 

I8i4. 
1886. 

im. 

Dec, 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Dec. 

17. 
8. 
1. 

use, 

1886, 
1886. 
1886, 

Dec. 
Dec. 

S. 

9. 

1886. 
1S86. 

Dec. 
Dec. 

9. 
16. 

1886, 
1896, 

Nov 
Feb. 

26, 

7. 

1886. 
18S7. 

Jan. 
Jan. 

6. 

.1887, 
1885. 

March. 

188:.. 

Jan. 
Jan, 
Deo.  SO. 
Jan.  10. 
Feb.   9. 

1887. 
1&87. 
188«. 
l*s.. 
18b6, 

Meadow   niouee, 

Mouee. 

Moupe 


SiMirrow, 

Song  Bparrow White-footed  mouse. 

Tree   sparrow White-footed  moun*-. 

I Meadow  mou^,    ...| 


Grafrshopper     and 

orlckttt.  « 
Oras^opper     and 

cricket. 
Caterpillars. 

Crickets  aict 

CraMhoppei  s 


Feathers  of  Mnall 
bird.    

Snow  bird. 

Feathers  of  small 
bird.    


Tree   sparrow. 


GrasebopperH    an<l 

larvae. 
Beetles. 


Meadow        mouse, 
two  shrews. 


Me.uluw    mouse. 
Meadow   mouse. 


1 

Meadow   mouse,    ... 
Meadow  mouse. 

'  Song  sparrow. 

Meadow  mouse,    ... 

Jan.  13.  1887. 

Jan.  13.  1887. 

Jan.  25,  1H87. 

Jan.  25.  1887, 

Jan.  25,  1887. 

Jan.  27,  1887, 

Feb.  1.  1887, 

Feb.  1S87. 

Feb.  1887, 


Nov.  29.  1886. 

July  8.  18*6. 

Dec.  30.  1879. 

D«C.  16,  1879, 

Jan.  17.  188), 

Oct.  27.  1880, 

Deo.  ».  1S80, 

Jan.  12.  1881. 

Jan.  17,  1881. 

."^ep.  24.  1880, 

I'eb.  16.  18«6, 

.ran.  1.  1880. 

AUff.  86.  U76. 

July.  1179, 

Jan.  16.  1871, 

Feb.  7.  1887. 


House   mouse,    .. 
Jhleadow   mouse, 


House  mouse 

Meadow  mouse,    ... 


I  Meadow  mouse. 

Tree  sparrow '  Meadow  mouse. 


White-footed  mouse. 
Two  meadow  mice.   , 


Mfeadow  lark. 
Snow    bird,     .. 


CrickeU. 

Crickets,   caterpil- 
lars, spider. 

Caterpillars,     spi 
der. 

Qrasi>hopper8,  lar- 
vae. 

8   larvae,    spider 
l.arvae. 

Qrasshoptiers. 
beetles,    laivue 

(.irasshoppers.  lar- 
vae. 

Qrasahoppers, 
beetles,    latvae. 

Crickets,    larvae. 

Orasehoppers. 
larvae,    spldeis. 

Caterpillar,  crkk 
ets.    spider. 


ruterplllar'?. 

grasshoppery. 

spiders. 
Ineects. 
Insects. 


Mice. 
Mice. 


Meadow  lark. 


Mice. 
Mice. 


Snow    bird. 


Mice. 
Bat. 
Mice. 


Inse«'t9. 
Inttects. 


Grasshopper. 

In reels. 


('nterA»inar. 
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FISH  HAWK. 
Pandion  haliaetus  carolinensis. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Wings  long  and  pointed;  second  and  third  quills  longest. 
Three  first  primaries  emarglnate  on  Inner  webs;  bill  stout  with 
a  very  long  hook  and  sharp  end;  feathers  oily  to  resist  water, 
those  of  head  lengthened  and  pointed;  thighs  and  little  of  the 
front  parts  of  tarsi  are  covered  with  short  feathers  which  lie 
close;  legs,  tarsi  and  feet  very  strong  and  robust;  claws  all 
same  length,  very  large  and  sharp.  The  tarsus  all  round  cov- 
ered with  rough  scales;  toes  padded  below  and  covered  with 
numerous  hard-pointed  projections  to  aid  in  holding  their  slip- 
pery prey. 

AdulL^'Upper  parts  dark  brown  or  grayish-brown;  most  of 
head,  neck  .and  under  parts  white  (chest  in  female  and  some- 
times in  male,  is  spotted  with  brown),  the  tall  usually  paler 
than  the  back,  is  tipped  with  white,  and  has  six  or  seven 
dusky  bars.  The  immature,  very  similar  to  adults,  have  upper 
parts  spotted  with  pale  reddish-brown  or  white.  Iris  in  some 
specimens  reddish,  but  mostly  yellow;  bill  and  claws  blue- 
black;  tarsi  and  toes  grayish-blue.  Length  (female)  about  25 
inches;  extent  about  52. 

ffabitaL^North  America,  from  Hudson's  bay  and  Alaska 
south  to  the  West  Indies  and  northern  South  America.  Breeds 
sparingly  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Fish  Hawk,  although  most  numerous  about  the 
sea  coast,  is  quite  frequently  met  with  along  our  largo 
rivers.  This  bird  arrives  in  Pennsylvania  generally 
about  the  last  week  in  March,  and  remains  sometimes 
as  late  as  the  first  oi  November. 

THE  NEST  AND  E<KiS. 

Although  the  Fish  Hawk  commonly  rears  its  young 
along  the  sea  coast,  it  is  frequently  found  breeding 
near  the  borders  of  large  rivers  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
large  inland  lakes.  The  nest,  a  particularly  bulky 
structure  (from  four  to  eight  feet  in  diameter)  com- 
posed chiefly  of  sticks,  and  lined  with  sea-weeds, 
grasses,  etc.,  is  built  usually  on  a  large  tree,  near  the 
water.  In  Florida  T  have  found  eggs  and  young  of 
this  bird  early  in  March.  This  hawk  is  a  regular  but 
by  no  means  common  breeder  in  Pennsylvnnin.  The 
nest  of  this  bird  may  be  found  almost  every  year  along 
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the  Susquehanna  river  and  about  some  of  the  larger 
lakes  in  the  northeastern  sections  of  the  State. 

A  GOOD  FISHERMAN. 

During  the  spring,  summer  and  autuum  monthsi 
these  hawks,  generally  singly,  but  sometimes  in  pairs, 
if  not  disturbed,  will  regularly  visit  mill  dams  and  fish 
ponds  where  they  can  secure  their  finny  prey. 

lion.  Hiram  Peoples,  of  New  Providence,  Lancaster 
county,  who  devotes  much  attention  to  fish  culture, 
raising  large  quantities  of  bass  and  gold-fish  for  the 
markets,  informs  me  he  loses  a  great  many  fish  from 
visits  of  the  Fish  Hawk.  In  fact,  he  says  the  depreda- 
tions of  these  hawks  became  so  numemus  that  he  of 
fered  a  bounty  of  fifty  <ents  each  for  everN  one  which 
was  killed  on  his  premises. 

Kingfishers  also  annoy  Mr.  Peoples  by  slejiling  his 
fish,  but  he  easily  disposes  of  tlu^se  unwelcome  visitors 
by  setting  steel  traps  on  stakes  or  posts  about  his 
ponds.  Last  year  he  caught,  by  this  means,  twenty- 
four  kingfishers. 

THEY  LIVE  ON  FISH. 

The*  writer  has  examined  the  stomach  contents  of 
twenty-three  of  these  hawks  captured  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware  and  Florida, 
and  found  only  the  remains  of  different  species  of  fish. 
It  may  be,  as  some  writers  assert,  that  the  Fish  Hawk 
when  breeding  subsists  in  part  on  reptiles  and  batra- 
ejiians;  however  my  opinion  is  that  these  birds  never 
touch  other  food  unless  they  are  unable  to  catch  fish. 
The  Osprey,  as  this  hawk  is  often  called,  does  not,  as 
some  farmers  believe,  disturb  domestic  fowls,  nor  does 
it  molest  wild  birds.  Grackles  sometimes  build  their 
nests  in  the  interstices  of  the  commodious  nest  of  the 
Fish  Hawk. 
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THE  OWLS. 

Ten  representatives  of  the  families  Strigidae  and  Bubonidae 
are  credited  to  the  fauna  of  Pennsylvania. 

Owls,  like  the  eagles,  hawks  and  other  diurnal  birds  of  prey, 
embrace  numerous  species  of  which,  it  Is  stated,  about  two 
hundred  occur  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 

The  incalculable  benefits  conferred  by  this  group  of  birds, 
particularly  the  smaller  species,  to  the  husbandman,  are  gen- 
erally overlooked.  This  is  largely  due,  perhaps,  to  the  fact 
that  these  birds  prey  extensively  on  mice  and  insects  which 
become  most  active  at  n!ght  time  when  the  tiller  of  the  soil  Is 
resting  from  the  arduous  labors  of  his  calling. 

Some  are  common  residents  in  all  parts  of  the  State;  others 
breed  in  boreal  regions  and  are  found  with  us  as  irregular 
or  accidental  winter  visitants.  The  little  screech  owl,  dressed 
in  his  coat  of  red  or  gray,  or  a  mixture  of  both,  is  one  of  the 
most  common  and  best  known  birds  of  this  group.  He  is 
found  in  cities  an^  towns,  as  well  as  in  the  rural  districts.  In 
the  hollow  limbs  of  trees  in  old  apple  orchards  he  delights  to 
conceal  hlm.«?elf  in  daytime,  and  also  to  rear  his  family.  He 
is  often  found  about  barns  and  other  buildings  where  he  goes 
in  the  daytime  to  hide,  or  frequently  at  night  to  catch  mice, 
one  of  his  main  articles  of  livelihood.  The  Great  Horned  Owl 
inhabits  the  woods,  but  on  the  approach  of  night  he  goes  out 
in  quest  of  food.  His  visits  to  the  poultry  yard  are  so  common 
that  he  also  is  familiar  to  residents  of  the  country,  where  he 
is  usually  known  from  his  loud  cries  as  "Hoot  Owl."  The  Barn 
Owl,  a  southern  bird,  breeds  sparingly  and  most  frequently  in 
the  southern  parts  of  our  State.  The  Snowy,  which  rears  Its 
family  in  the  Arctic  wilds,  is  found  here  only  as  an  irregular 
winter  sojourner.  Some  persons  not  versed  in  ornithological 
matters,  name  both  the  Snowy  Owl  and  Barn  Owl  "White" 
or  "Snowy"  Owls.  Such  local  names  used  to  designate  the  Barn 
Owl  are  confusing  and  should  be  discarded. 

MICE  DEVOURING  SPECIES. 

Owls,  other  than  the  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  species,  are 
usually  observed  singly;  those  that  breed  here,  of  course,  are 
often  during  the  breeeding  period  fpph  in  pairs  and  with  their 
young.  In  winter  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  owls  are  found 
generally  In  flocks.  Long-eared  owls  breed  in  many  localities; 
in  fact  quite  generally  throughout  the  State,  and  owin«  to  the 
oircumstances  that  sometimes  they  rocst  in  the  daytime,  in 
cedar  trees,  they  are  termed  by  many  "Cedar**  Owls.  The 
Short-eared  owls  frequent  meadows,  swamps  and  grassy  fields, 
Hunters  who  most  frequently  come  across  these  birds  in  the 
fall  and  winter  time  know  them  as  "marsh"  or  "swamp"  owls. 
The  Short-eared  Owl  is  common  In  winter  and  is  said  to  breed 
here  in  rare  instances.  Both  the  Long  and  Short-eared  owls 
should  be  protected  by  the  farmer  and  fruit  grower,  as  these 
birds  live  almost  exclusively  on  mice. 
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THE  BARRED  OR  "RAIN  OWL." 

The  Barred  Owl  is  a  resident  and  breeds  generally  through- 
out the  State;  It  is  most  numerous  in  the  mountainous  and 
wooded  districts.  In  different  parts  of  Wayne,  Susquehanna 
and  Wyoming  counties,  where  four  or  five  years  ago  the  Barred 
Owl  was  very  common,  it  is  called  "Rain"  Owl,  as  it  was  as- 
serted its  dismal  cry  was  most  frequently  heard  before 
a  storm.  To  distinguish  an  owl  fiom  a  hawk,  remember  the 
nwl's  eyps  are  situated  In  the  front  of  the  head  and  look  for- 
ward, while  the  hawk's  eyes  are  directed  to  either  side.  The 
extremely  soft  and  downy  plumage  of  owls  is  such  that  their 
flight  Is  almost  noiseless.  During  the  daylight  we  usually 
find  them  concealed  in  hollow  trees  or  dense  foliage.  While  it 
is  generally  an  accepted  fact  that  owls  are  nocturnal  in  their 
habits,  it  is  not  true  that  they  are  exclusively  so.  The  Snowy 
and  Hawk  Owls  are  of  a  decidedly  diurnal  nature,  and  in 
cloudy  weather  or  in  early  twilight  it  is  not  unusual  to  see 
the  Great  Homed  Owl  sally  forth  in  quest  of  prey. 

PREFER  TO  KILL  THEIR  OWN  FOOD. 

Owls,  unlike  certain  other  birds  of  prey,  never.  It  is  stated, 
unless  reduced  to  the  utmost  extremity,  feed  on  carrion,  but 
subsist  on  such  food  as  they  are  able  to  kill.  Their  dietary, 
although  variable  with  locality  and  circumstances,  consists 
mainly  of  small  quadrupeds  (principally  mice),  insects,  chiefly 
beetles  and  grasshoppers,  and  some  few  of  the  smaller  kinds 
of  wild  birds.  With  the  exception  of  the  Great  Homed  Owl 
and  perhaps  the  Barred,  all  the  owls  occurring  regularly  in  this 
Commonwealth  deserve  the  fullest  protection  which  can  be 
given  to  them  by  the  farmer  and  horticulturist. 

The  owls,  like  many  other  birds  of  prey,  eject  from  the 
mouth  in  small  ball-like  masses,  the  Indigestible  portions  of 
their  food,  such  as  hair,  bones,  etc.  These  little  balls  or  pel- 
lets are  frequently  to  be  found  in  great  quantities  about  lo- 
calities where  these  birds  Tesort  during  the  daytime.  The  eggs 
are  white,  nearly  round,  and  commonly  number  from  three  to 
flve.  Owls  deposit  their  eggs  in  hollow  trees  or  in  the  deserted 
nests  of  hawks  and  crows.    Their  cries  are  loud  and  dismal. 

The  general  form  of  owls  is  short  and  heavy;  the  head  and 
eyes  are  usually  very  large;  bill  very  much  like  a  hawk's,  but 
never  toothed,  and  often  almost  hidden  by  long  brlstle-llke 
feathers;  eyes  encircled  by  a  ring  of  radiating  bristly  feathers; 
tarsi  (shins),  and  in  some  species  toes  also,  densely  feathered. 

In  some  species  the  heads  are  furnished  with  long  erectile 
tufts  of  feathers,  which  are  commonly  Qplled  horns;  ears  In 
some  species  are  remarkably  large. 
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BARN  OWL. 

Strix  pratincola. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Length  of  female  about  18  Inches;  extent  of  wln^rs  about 
43.  The  male  Is  rather  smaller;  no  ear  tufts;  facial  disc  well 
developed  but  not  circular;  eyes  black  and  rather  small;  lower 
part  of  long  tarsus  (shin)  has  short  stiff  feathers;  toes  nearly 
naked,  but  with  some  hair-like  feathers;  feathers  of  body 
downy.     Colors  brownish,  ashy  and  white. 

HiibiicU. — Warmer  parts  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Mid- 
dle States.  Ohio  valley,  and  California  southward  throus^h 
Mexico.  Resident  but  not  common  in  southern  portions  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Baru  Owl  because  of  its  supposed  resemblance 
to  a  monkey  is  frequently  called  "Monkey-faced  Owl." 
This  bird  is  highly  beneficial  to  the  farmer  as  it  sub- 
sists chiefly  on  mice  and  rats.  It  never  commits  dep- 
redations in  the  poultry  yard  and  rarely  does  it  de- 
stroy insectivorous  birds.  Notwithstanding  the  good 
this  bird  does  by  devouring  legions  of  voracious  ro- 
dents, it,  in  common  with  other  species  of  the  owl 
tribe,  is  destroyed  by  farmers  and  sportsmen  who  be- 
lieve they  are  doing  that  which  will  be  a  help  to  the 
poultry  and  game  interests. 

This  species  breeds  regularly  in  Chester,  York,  Lan- 
caster, Cumberland  and  Dauphin  counties  of  this 
8tate;  and  no  doubt  in  other  counties  also.  However, 
from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  it  is  a  rather 
rare  visitor  north  of  the  southern  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  in  some  sections,  it  is  resident. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

I  have  never  found  the  nest  of  this  species,  concern- 
ing which  Prof.  Gentry  writes  as  follows: 

"In  the  selection  of  a  place  for  nesting^  purposes,  these  owls 
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vary  in  different  localities.  In  eastern  Pennsylvania,  generally 
a  hollow  tree,  chiefly  an  apple  or  an  oak  is  chosen,  but  oc- 
casionally a  dilapidated  and  unoccupied  barn;  but  more 
rarely,  an  occupied  building  In  close  proximity  to  man.  When 
the  former  situations  are  chosen,  the  hollow  Is  lined  with  a 
few  dried  grasses  and  feathers,  although  Instances  are  not 
unfrequently  met  with  where  the  eggs  are  deposited  upon  bare 
bottom.  In  the  latter  places  a  few  rude  sticks  constitute  a 
framework  which  Is  lined  with  a  few  fine  grasses  apd  feathers. 
It  is  deposited  upon  a  short  timber  In  a  somewhat  Inaccessible 
part  of  the  building.  Nesting  ordinarily  takes  place  early  In 
March,  although  we  have  observed  newly-built  nests  in  the 
latter  part  of  February.  Ovlposltlon  commences  about  the  sec- 
ond week  of  March.  The  number  of  eggs  laid  varies  from  three 
to  four,  very  rarely  more.  •  •  •  The  eggs  are  some- 
what sub-spherical,  scarcely  more  pointed  at  one  extremity 
than  the  other,  unless  in  exceptional  cases;  of  a  bluish- white 
color,  and  measure  1.67  Inches  In  length,  and  1.37  In  width. 
They"  vary,  however.  In  size  In  different  localities." 

FEEDS  ON  MICE. 

Of  fifteen  stomachs  of  these  birds  examined  by  the 
writer,  fourteen  contained  small  rodents,  principally 
mice,  and  some  few  insects:  the  feathers  of  a  sparrow 
and  bones  of  a  small  mammal  were  found  in  the  dther 
stomach.  Dr.  Fisher,  in  tbe  summer  of  1890,  examined 
200  pellets  at  the  nesting  place  of  a  pair  of  these  owls, 
in  one  of  the  towers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Washington,  D.  €.,  and  found  a  total  of  453  skulls  of 
the  following  mammals,  and  one  Vesper  Sparrow:  "225 
meadow  mic^;  2,  pine  mice;  179,  house  mice;  20,  rats; 
6,  jumping  mice;  20,  shrews;  1,  star-nosed  mole." 

Such  evidence  as  this  certainly  proves  the  import- 
ance of  protecting  these  owls  about  our  premises. 
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SHORT  EARED  OWL. 
Asio  aceipitrinus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Ear-tufts  very  short  and  Inconspicuous;  entire  plumage  vary- 
ing from  buff  to  buffy- white;  every  feather  on  the  upper  parts 
with  dark  brown  stripes;  under  parts  paler;  often  nearly  white 
on  abdomen;  bill  and  claws  dark.     Iris  yellow. 

Female  measures  about  17  Inches  in  length;  extent  about  4S 
inches. 

Habitat— ^ or th  America  at  large;  nearly  cosmopolitan.  Com- 
mon winter  resident  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  common  name  of  Marsh  Owl  is  quite  appropri- 
ate, as  this  spedies  frequents  principally  during  its  so- 
journ in  this  region  marshy  districts  and  grass  fields. 
Oftentimes  small  parties  of  five,  eight  or  ten  individ- 
uals will  be  found  in  grassy  retreats,  where  meadow 
mice  are  abundant.  Occasionally  flocks  of  these  owls, 
numbering  twenty-five  or  thirty  each,  congregate  in  a 
a  locality  where  food  is  abundant  to  spend  the  win- 
ter; commonly,  however,  colonies  of  this  size  are  sel- 
dom met  with  in  this  State.  Possibly  this  species  oc- 
curs as  a  rare  breeder  in  favorable  localities  in  Penn- 
sylvania, but  so  far  as  my  experience  goes  it  is  found 
here  simply  as  a  winter  resident,  arriving  from  more 
northern  latitudes  early  in  November  and  departing  in 
April. 

KILLED  TO  SATISFY  VANITY. 

This  species  is  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
farmer  and  fruit  grower,  as  it  subsists  during  its  resi- 
dence here  almost  wholly  upon  destructive  rodents, 
especially  mice.  A  colony  of  Short-eared  Owls,  if  left 
unmolested,  \^ill  in  a  short  time  destroy  all  the  mice 
in  a  liirge  meadow.  Dr.  Fisher  has  fmind  ns  many  as 
six  mice  in  the  stomach  of  a  single  owl,  and  the  writer 
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lias  taken  fcmr  mice  from  tlie  stomach  of  one  of  these 
birds.  Some  few  years  ago  when  stuffed  owl-heads 
were  fashionable  ornaments  for  ladies  hats,  many  of 
these  owls  were  slain  by  hunters  in  the  employ  of 
milliners  and  taxidermists,  on  the  farms  of  some  of 
my  acquaintances,  who  afterwards  informed  me  they 
were  convinced  that  the  marked  increase  of  field  mice 
on  their  premises  was  due  to  the  destruction  of  these 
and  other  birds  of  prey,  such  as  hawks  (Sparrow,  Red- 
tailed,  Red-shouldered  and  Rough-legged),  which  were 
killed  by  hunters  for  the  bounty  at  that  time  allowed 
by  this  State. 

The  stomach  contents  of  thirty-five  Short-eared  Owls 
examined  by  the  writer  during  the  past  ten  years  re- 
vealed chiefly  field  mice,  a  few  birds  (sparrows)  and 
some  insects,  beetles  and  grasshoppers. 

These  owls  were  captured  in  Pennsylvania  during 
the  winter  season.  Two  had  remains  of  sparrows  in 
their  stomachs  and  three  contained  the  insects  above 
mentioned  in  conjunction  with  the  hair  and  bones  of 
small  rodents;  the  remaining  thirty  owls  had  only  mice 
or  shrews  in  their  stomachs.  Dr.  Fisher  states  that 
it  is  quite  exceptional  for  this  owl  to  feed  upon  birds, 
and  further  adds  that  of  ninety  stomachs  examined  at 
the  National  Department  of  Agriculture  but  ten  con- 
tained the  remains  of  birds. 

THEY  DEVOUR  LEGIONS  OP  NOXIOUS  RODENTS. 

The  followinfT  Important  evidence  of  the  economic  value  of 
the  Short^ared  Owl  is  from  the  fourth  edition  of  Yarrall's 
Rrltish  Birds  (Vol.  IV.  p.  166):  "Undoubtedly,  field  mice,  and 
especially  those  of  the  short-tailed  group  or  voles,  are  their 
chief  objects  of  prey,  and  when  these  animals  increase  in  an 
extraordinary  and  unaccountable  way,  as  they  sometimes  do. 
f«o  as  to  become  extremely  mischievous,  owls,  particularly  of 
this  species,  flock  to  devour  them.  Thus  there  are  records 
of  a  'sore  plainie  of  strange  mice*  in  Kent  and  Essex  in  the 
year  1580  or  1681,  and  again  in  the  county  last  mentioned  in 
1647.  In  1764  the  same  thing  is  said  to  have  occurred  at  Hil- 
gay,  near  Downham  Market,  in  Norfolk,  while  within  the  pres- 
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ent  century  the  Forest  of  Dean,  In  Gloucestershire  and  some 
parts  of  Scotland  have  been  similarly  infested.  In  all  these 
cases  owls  are  mentioned  as  thronging  to  the  spot  and  ren- 
dering the  greatest  service  in  extirpating  the  pests.  The  like 
has  also  been  observed  in  Scandinavia  during  the  wonderful 
irruptions  of  lemmings  and  other  small  rodents  to  which  some 
of  the  districts  are  liable,  and  It  would  appear  that  the  Short- 
eared  Owl  is  the  species  which  plays  a  principal  part  in  get- 
ting rid  of  the  destructive  horde."  (From  Fisher's  Bull. 
No.  3.) 

The  information  contained  on  the  preceding  pages 
concerning  the  food  habits  of  the  Short-eared  Owl  cer- 
tainly cannot  fail  to  show  that  this  species  is  highly 
serviceable  and  justly  merits  the  good  will  of  the 
farmer  and  orchardist. 
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LONG  EARED  OWL. 

Asio  wilsonianus. 

DRSCRIPTION. 

Ear  tufts  of  ei*?ht  or  ten  feathers,  are  long  and  conspicuous; 
eyes  yellow  and  quite  small.  Upper  parts  dusky,  mottled 
with  gray,  fulvous  and  brownish  black;  abdomen  white;  under 
parts  generally  grayish-white,  with  transverse  and  longitudinal 
stiipes  of  Ulack,  brown  and  reddish-brown;  feet  and  legs  red- 
dish-brown and  upspotted;  bill  and  claws  black. 

Female  measures  about  15  Inches  In  length;  extent  of  wings 
about  38.    Male  rather  smaller. 

JTa6«a<. —Temperate  North  America.  Resident  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  these  birds  oftentimes  con- 
ceal themselves  during  the  daytime  in  cedar  trees,  the 
local  appellation  of  **Cedar  Owl"  has  arisen.  The 
Long-eared  owl  is  a  resident  and  one  of  the  most 
abundant  of  the  owl  tribe  in  this  State.  While  most 
owls,  in  this  region  at  least,  usually  lead  a  solitary 
life  or  associate  in  pairs,  we  find  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  to  be  social  and  gregarious,  associating  often 
in  parties  of  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  individuals. 
In  winter  if  not  molested  they  frequently  take  up  a 
residence  in  the  dark  retreats  furnished  by  the  numer- 
ous coniferous  trees  growing  around  the  habitations 
of  man. 

DESIRABLE  VISITORS. 

In  relation  to  a  party  of  these  owls  Dr.  Wm.  R. 
Stavely,  Lahaska,  Pa.,  says: 

"For  over  twenty  years  I  have  had  congregated  in  my  lawn 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  owls.  They  are  peaceable  and  quiet; 
only  on  rare  occasions  would  you  know  one  was  about.  On 
dull  days  and  foggy  evenings  they  were  flying  about  in  all  di- 
rections. Never  in  all  that  time  have  I  missed  any  poultry 
or  have  they  inflicted  any  Injury  on  anything  of  value.  The 
first  I  noticed  of  their  presence  was  the  discovery  of  quite  a 
pile  of  what  apponi<Ml  (o  bo  mice  hair  and  bones,  and  on  Inves- 
tigation found  the  Norway  fir  was  the  roosting  place  of  to  me 
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at  that  time  a  vast  number  of  owls.  They  had  ejected  the 
bolus  of  hair  and  bones  apparently  of  an  army  of  tree-eating 
destructive  mice,  aiding  the  fruit  grower  against  one  of  the 
worst  and  most  Inveterate  enemies.  *  •  •  Their  merits 
would  fill  sheets;  the  demerits  nil.  " 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

Although  it  is  true  that  Long-eared  owls  at  times  do 
construct  their  own  nests,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
these  birds,  in  this  region  at  least,  prefer  to  occupy 
the  deserted  nests  of  other  birds.  I  have  on  several 
occasions  found  these  owls  breeding  and  always  ob- 
served that  they  occupied  the  abandoiitnl  nests  of 
crows  or  hawks. 

Audubon  says: 

"The  Long-eared  Owl  is  careless  as  to  the  situation  in  which 
its  young  are  to  be  reared,  and  generally  accommodates  itself 
With  the  abandoned  nest  of  some  other  bird  that  proves  of 
sufficient  size,  whether  it  be  high  or  low,  in  the  Assure  of  a 
rock  or  on  the  ground.  Sometimes,  however,  it  makes  a  nest 
itself;  and  this  I  have  found  to  be  the  case  In  one  instance 
near  the  Juniata  river,  in  Pennsylvania,  where  it  was  com- 
posed of  green  twigs,  with  the  leaflets  adhering,  and  lined 
with  fresh  grass  and  wool,  but  without  any  feathers." 

The  eggs  of  this  bird  vary  considerably  in  size;  a 
small  example  in  my  possession  measures  about  one 
and  one-half  inches  by  one  and  one-fourth  inches. 
From  three  to  five  eggs  are  usually  found  in  a  nest. 

A    BENEFICIAL    SPECIES. 

Like  the  two  previously  described  species  this  owl 
is  particularly  servicable  to  the  farmer  and  horticul- 
turist as  it  preys  almost  entirely  on  field  mice.  It 
never  disturbs  domestic  fowls  and  but  a  small  per- 
centage of  its  diet  is  made  up  of  small  birds. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of  good  which 
this  specic»s  does  in  keeping  in  cheek  the  hordes  of 
destructive  rodents  which  do  so  much  damaji:(»  in  the 
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grain  fields  and  orchard,  there  has,  uufurtuuatelv.  diir 
ing  recent  years  been  a  great  decrease  in  the  number  of 
these  birds  in  many  localities  in  Pennsylvania.  This 
diminution^  I  judge,  is,  to  a  considerable  extent,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  stuffed  heads  of  these  harmless  and 
t>eneficial  owls  have  been  extensively  used  to  decorate 
ladies*  headgear.  Great  numbers  of  these  owls  were 
also  killed  for  bounties;  I  knew  one  hunter  who  shot 
in  one  week  over  twenty  of  these  birds  when  the 
bounty  act  was  in  force.  The  stomachs  of  thirteen  of 
this  lot  of  owls  were  examined  by  the  writer  and  they 
all  contained  only  the  remains  of  mice. 

WHAT  DIFFERENT  WRITERS  SAY  OF  ITS  FOOD. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher  says: 

"The  Long-eaxed  Owl  is  one  of  our  most  beneficial  specit-s. 
destroyiniT  vast  numbers  of  injurious  rt^dents  and  seldom 
touching   insectivorous   birds." 

Audubon  writes: 

"It  preys  chiefly  on  quadrupeds  of  the  genus  Avicola.  and  in 
summer  destroys  many  beetles." 

Mr.  H.  W.  Henshaw  remarks: 

"Their  food  consists  almost  exclusively  of  field  mice,  of  which 
they  kill  vast  numbers,  a  fact  which  should  earn  them  the  pro- 
tection of  the  farmer." 
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BARRED  OWL. 

Syrniuin  nebulosoin. 

DESCfRIPTION. 

"Large  size;  no  ear  tufts;  general  color  deep  umber-brown 
and  buffy-whltlsh.  The  plumage  everywhere  barred  trans- 
versely except  on  the  belly,  where  the  stripes  run  lengthwise: 
bill  yellow;  eyes  brown-black.  Length  19  to  24  inches;  extent 
about  46  inches."— Fisher. 

HdMtaU —Kasiern  United  States,  west  to  Minnesota  and 
Texa^,  North  to  Nova  Scotia  and  Quebec.  Resident  in  Penn- 
syh'anla. 

The  Barred  Owl  is  readily  distinguished  from  other 
species  by  its  large  size,  yellow-colored  bill  and  its 
black  eyes.  Barred  Owls  are  exceedingly  abondant 
in  many  of  the  soathern  States,  where  they  are  known 
by  the  names  of  "Hoot  and  Swamp  Owls."  In  Penn- 
sylvania this  owl  is  found  all  months  of  the  year,  and 
in  many  of  the  mountainous  and  heavy  wooded  regions 
it  is  the  most  common  of  all  the  owls. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

The  Barred  Owl  lays  its  eggs  in  a  hollow  tree,  or  in  a 
deserted  nest  of  a  hawk  or  crow ;  the  white  eggs  are  a 
little  under  two  inches  long  by  about  one  and  three- 
quarters  wide.  The  Barred  and  Great  Horned  Owls 
are  the  only  species,  in  this  locality,  whose  depreda- 
tions in  the  poultry  yard  bring  them  to  the  notice  of 
the  farmer.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  hatred  to- 
wards these  two  birds  and  particularly  the  enmity 
against  Great  Horned  Owls,  has  brought  all  our  owls 
in  bad  favor;  the  farmer's  boy  and  sportsman,  with 
few  exceptions,  let  no  opportunity  pass  to  pillage  an 
owFs  nest  or  slay  its  owners.  Tn  this  way,  there  are 
annually  destroyed  large  nnnibers  of  the  Screech, 
15*  11 
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Ix>ng-eared  aud  Short-eared  species,  simply  because 
the  popular  idea  is  that  owls,  large  and  small,  prey 
only  on  poultry  and  game. 

MICE  AND  SMALX»  GAME. 

Wilson  says,  although  mice  and  small  game  are  the 
most  usual  food  of  Barred  Owls,  they  sometimes  seize 
on  fowls,  partridges  and  young  rabbits. 

'The  Barred  Owl  subsists  principally  upon  small 
birds,  field  mice  and  reptiles.  He  is  frequently  seen, 
in  early  twlight,  flying  over  low  meadow  lands,  search- 
ing for  the  mice  that  dwell  there;  he  usually  takes  a 
direct  course,  and  sometimes  flies  so  low  that  the  tips 
of  his  wings  seem  to  touch  the  grass.  When  he  dis- 
covers his  prey  he  drops  on  it  instantly,  folding  his 
wings  and  protruding  his  feet,  in  which  his  quarry  is 
always  secured;  he  often  captures  frogs  that  are  sit- 
ting on  the  shores  of  ponds  and  rivers;  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  statement,  quoted  by  Audubon, 
that  he  often  catches  fish,  is  incorrect." — Samuels. 

FEEDS  ON  FISHES. 

The  Florida  Barred  Owl — a  local  race — is  exceed- 
ingly abundant  about  the  almost  impenetrable  swamps 
and  heavily-limberc  d  regions  along  the  St.  John's  river. 
In  the  winter  of  1885, 1  was  informed  by  two  residents 
of  Florida,  both  gentlemen  whom  I  consider  thor^ 
oughly  trustworthy,  that  this  owl  frequently  preys  on 
fish,  which  it  secures,  while  sitting  close  to  the  water's 
edge,  by  a  dextrous  movement  of  the  foot.  The  stom- 
ach contents  of  five  of  these  Florida  Owls,  which  I  ex- 
amined, consisted  only  of  the  remains  of  small  birds 
and  coleopterous  insects. 

Bof  erring  to  this  species.  Nut  tall  says:  Their  food 
is  principally  rabbits,  scpiirr(»ls,  ji:r(Mis(%  quails,   rats. 
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mice  and  frogs.  From  necessity,  as  well  as  choice, 
they  not  unfreqnently  appear  around  the  farmhouse 
and  garden  in  quest  of  poultry,  particularly  young 
chickens.  At  these  times  they  prowl  abroad  toward 
evening,  and  fly  low  and  steadily  about,  as  if  beating 
for  their  prey. 

In  the  stomachs  of  89  of  these  owls  which  Dr.  Fisher 
examined,  5  contained  poultry  or  game;  13,  other  birds; 
46,  mice;  18,  other  mammals;  4,  frogs;  1,  a  lizard;  2. 
fish;  14,  insects;  2,  spiders  and  9,  crawfish. 
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GREAT  GRAY  OWL. 
Ulula  cinerea. 

DESCnUPTlON. 

"A  very  large  round  headed  owl,  without  ear  tufts;  although 
much  larger,  reeexnbles  somewhat  the  Barred  Owl,  but  can  be 
easily  distinguished  from  the  latter.  Length  (female)  28;  ex- 
tent about  56;  tall  12;  bill  and  eyes  yellow;  claws  long  and  very 
sharp  and  dusky.  Above  dark-brown,  feathers  variously 
spotted,  mottled  or  barred  with  fine  grayish-white  markings; 
lower  parts  similar  but  more  grayish,  with  longitudinal 
streaks  on  breast,  and  cross  bars  of  white  and  dusky  on 
flanks;  face  grayish- white  with  numerous  narrow  rings  of 
dusky:  a  patch  of  black  about  eyes  on  either  side  of  bill." 

HcUntat.— Arctic  America,  straggling  southward  in  winter,  to 
the  northern  border  of  the  United  States.  Straggler  In  Penn- 
sylvania. 

This  owl,  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest  in 
North  America,  is  found  in  Pennsylvania  only  as  a 
very  rare  and  irregular  straggler  in  winter.  Twenty 
or  more  years  ago  a  specimen  was  captured  in  Chester 
county  in  midwinter  by  H.  B.  Graves.  Dr.  Isaiah  F. 
Everhart,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  a  specimen  in  his  col- 
lection which  he  found  some  years  ago  in  the  moun- 
tains in  Lackawanna  county.  A  specimen  was  also 
taken  some  years  ago  from  a  smoke  stack  of  a  steam 
boat  at  Erie  city.  I  have  also  heard  of  two  or  three 
more  specimens  of  this  species  being  taken  in  this 
State. 

ITS    DIETARY. 

Prom  personal  observation  I  know  nothing  of  the 
habits  of  this  bird,  never  having  seen  one  alive. 

Concerning  this  species  Dr  Fisher  says:  "The  food 
seems  to  consist  principally  of  hares,  mice  and  other 
of  the  smaller  mammals  as  well  as  small  birds. 
Whether  it  destroys  many  grouse  or  ptarmigans  is  not 
stated  bv  authors  who  are  most  familiar  with  the  bird. 
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Dr.  \V.  II.  Dall  took  no  less  than  thirteen  skulls  and 
other  remains  of  red-poll  linnets  from  the  crop  of  a 
single  bird.  ♦  ♦  *  Dr.  Dall  considers  it  a  stupid 
bird  and  states  that  sometimes  it  may  be  caught  in 
the  hands.  Its  great  predilection  for  thick  woods,  in 
which  it  dwells  doubtless  to  the  very  limit  of  trees,  pre- 
vents it  from  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  barren  grounds 
or  other  open  country  in  the  north.  It  is  crepuscular 
or  slightly  nocturnal  in  the  southern  parts  of  its  range, 
but  in  the  high  north  it  pursues  its  prey  in  the  day- 
time. In  the  latter  region,  where  the  sun  never  passes 
below  the  horizon  in  summer,  it  is  undoubtedly  neces- 
sity and  not  choice  that  prompts  it  to  be  abroad  in 
the  daylight. 

It  is  stated  tliat  the  flight  is  heavy  and  somewhat 
labored,  and  has  not  the  bouyancy  noted  in  that  of 
most  of  the  owls. 
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ACADIAN  OWL. 
Nyctala  acadica. 

DESCRIPTION. 

"Small;  wings  long;  tall  short;  upper  parts  reddish-brown, 
tinged  with  olive;  head  in  front  with  flne  lines  of  white,  and  on 
the  neck  behind,  rump  and  scapulars,  with  large,  partially 
concealed  spots  of  white;  face  ashy- white;  throat  white;  under 
parts  ashy-white,  with  longitudinal  stripes  of  pale  reddish- 
brown;  under  coverts  of  wings  and  tail  white;  quills  brown, 
with  small  spots  of  white  on  their  outer  edges,  and  large  spots 
of  the  same  on  their  inner  webs;  tail  brown,  every  feather 
with  about  three  pairs  of  spots  of  white;  bill  and  claws  dark; 
irides   yellow. 

••Total  length  about  7%  to  8  inches;  extent  about  18;  wing 
6%;  tail  2%  to  3  inches.  Sexes  nearly  the  same  size  and  alike 
in  colors."— B.  B.  of  N.  A. 

JToWtot.— North  America  at  large;  breeding  from  Middle 
States  northward.    Resident  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Acadian  is  the  smallest  owl  found  in  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Although  ap- 
parently larger,  it  is  in  reality  smaller,  than  our  com 
mon  robin.  This  pigmy  mass  of  owl-life  is,  I  suppose, 
the  species  which  was  regarded  as  not  destructive  to 
poultry  and  game,  by  the  author  of  the  "scalp  act," 
when  he  introduced  therein  a  clause  exempting  "The 
Acadian  Screech  or  Barn  Owl."  From  the  fact,  how- 
ever, that  the  decapitated  heads  of  pheasants,*  night- 
hawks,  chickens,  cuckoos,  shrikes,  and  doubtless  other 
birds,  were  cremated  and  paid  for  as  the  heads  of  de- 
structive rapacious  "hawks"  it  is  but  reasonable  to  sup- 

•  In  December.  1886,  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird  Informed  me  that  he 
had  received  for  identification  from  several  counties  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  heads  of  pheasants,  English  sparrows,  cuckoos, 
robins,  a  gull  and  other  birds.  These  heads  were  called  by  the 
parties  sending  them  to  ^rof.  Baird  "Hawk  heads."  and  as 
such  they  had  been  presented  for  the  fifty-cent  bounty,  which 
had  been  paid.  Prof.  Baird  also  examined  some  Pennsylvania 
"wolf  soalps."  on  which  premiums  had  been  given,  and  ascer- 
tained that  the  so-called  "wolf  scalps"  had  boen  fashioned  from 
pplts  i»f  the  common   Red  Fox. 
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pose  that  our  little  Acadian  Owl,  when  found  by  the 
eager  scalp  hunter,  was  generally  slain  and  the  bounty 
of  fifty  cents  given  "for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and 
for  the  protection  of  ganie." 

HIDES  IN    ROCKY  PLACES. 

The  name  Saw-whet  is  applied  to  this  bird  because, 
at  times,  its  squeaky  voice  resembles  the  whetting  or 
filing  of  a  saw.  Owing  to  the  small  size  of  this  owl, 
together  with  the  fact  that  during  the  daytime  it  re- 
mains secreted  in  hollow  trees,  thick  foliage  or  in  the 
dark  and  secluded  rocky  retreats,  it  is  seldom  met  with, 
hence  is  regarded  as  one  of  our  rarest  residents.  The 
young  of  this  bird,  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadel- 
phia, have  been  seen  by  Prof.  Gentry,  and  in  E.  A. 
SamueFs  work,  "Our  Northern  and  Eastern  Birds,"  the 
following  interesting  account  is  given  by  Richard 
Christ  of  a  nest  that  he  found  April  25,  1867,  at  Naza- 
reth, Pennsylvania:  ''This,  the  smallest  of  all  our 
owls,  is  also  the  most  rare,  but  a  single  specimen  being 
seen  in  a  period  of  several  years.  It  is  very  tame  when 
found,  permitting  one  to  approach  very  close  to  it  be- 
fore flying  away.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  sees 
less  in  the  daytime  than  any  other  species  of  our  owls, 
for  one  can  touch  it  without  being  noticed,  the  bird 
taking  flight  more  from  alarm  to  its  sense  of  hearing; 
than  any  other  cause. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

"It  generally  frequents  stone  quarries  or  piles  of 
rocks,  beneath  which  it  takes  shelter;  and  it  is  from 
this  habit  that  the  bird  here  is  known  by  the  name  of 
'Stone  Owl.'  On  the  25th  of  April,  18B7,  I  was  so  for 
tunate  as  to  find  the  nest  of  one  of  these  birds.  It 
was  placed  or  located  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  about 
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twenty  feet  from  the  ^^loiind;  the  entrance  to  the  hoh' 
was  very  small,  scarcely  two  inches  in  diameter.  On 
climbing  the  tree  and  looking  in  the  hollow,  I  discov- 
ered sitting  on  the  bottom  what  I  snpposed  might  be 
a  small  owl.  Uncertain  as  to  the  truth,  I  introduced 
a  small  stick  into  the  hole,  and  turned  the  bird  over 
upon  her  side,  she  making  no  struggle  whatever,  but 
remaining  perfectly  still  as  if  dead.  I  discovered  that 
she  was  sitting  upon  a  single  egg.  Supposing  that  she 
had  but  just  commenced  laying  I  left  her,  and  did  not 
molest  her  for  several  days;  on  the  fifth  day  after  I 
again  examined  the  nest,  and  found  the  bird  on  hei 
egg.  none  other  having  been  laid.  I  enlarged  the  hole, 
and  took  the  egg,  leaving  the  owl  quietly  sitting  on  the 
rotten  chips  which  formed  the  bottom  of  the  nest. 

"The  egg  was  white  with  a  bluish  tint,  like  many 
of  the  other  owls'  eggs,  nearly  globular  in  form,  and 
considerably  smaller  than  the  egg  of  the  Red  or  Mot- 
fled  Owl." 

THEY  LIVED  IN  HARMONY. 

Dr.  Elliot  Cones,  in  his  "Birds  of  the  Northwest," 
says:  "Mr.  Gentry  informs  me  of  a  curious  circum- 
stance m  regard  to  this  owl.  Referring  to  the  associa- 
tion of  the  Burrowing  Owl  of  the  west  with  the  prairie 
dog,  he  continues:  In  the  hollow  of  an  oak  tree,  not 
far  from  Germantown,  lives  an  individual  of  the  com- 
mon chickaree  squirrel  {Sciurus  hudsonius),  with  a 
specimen  of  this  little  owl  as  his  sole  companion.  They 
occupy  the  same  hole  together  in  perfect  harmony  and 
mutual  goodwill.  It  is  not  an  accidental,  temporary 
association,  for  the  bird  and  the  squirrel  have  repeat- 
edly been  observed  to  enter  the  same  hole  together,  as 
if  they  always  had  shared  the  apartment.  But  what 
benefit  can  either  derive  from  the  other?' " 
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Afr.  Otto  Behr  writes  me  as  follows  of  this  species: 
"The  Acadian  Owl  is  quite  common  here  (Lopez,  Sulli- 
van county),  though  not  often  seen;  the  young  leave 
the  nest  about  the  first  week  in  May.  They  make  a 
noise  which  sounds  like  a  dog  "sniffing''  the  air.  The 
noise  gave  me  quite  a  scare  the  first  time  I  heard  it. 
It  being  at  night  in  heavy  timber,  and  as  it  seemed  to 
come  from  overhead  somewhere,  I  supposed  it  was  a 
bear  or  some  such  animal  up?  a  tree  near  by." 

This  little  owl  preys  chiefly  on  small  quadrupeds, 
principally  mice.  It  also  devours  many  insects  and 
occasionally  catches  small  birds.  In  the  stomachs  of 
19  of  these  owls  which  Dr.  Fisher  examined  17  co!i- 
tained  mice;  1,  a  sparrow,  and  1,  a  moth. 
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80REECH  OWL. 

Megascops  asio. 

DESCRIPTION. 

"Toes  more  or  less  distinctly  feathered  or  bristled  on  upper 
side;  ear  tufts  conspicuous:  plumagre  presentingr  two  totally 
distinct  phases,  having  no  relation  to  ?ex.  age  or  season;  one 
grraylsh-whlte,  the  other  bright  rufous.  •  •  •  A  more  or 
less  conspicuous  bright  colored  stripe  runs  along  each  side  of 
the  back,  and  a  blackish  line  along  the  shafts  of  the  feathers, 
sometimes  throwing  out  transverse  bars.  Liength,  6%  to  10 
inches:  extent  20  to  24  Inches."— Fisher. 

JTaWtat— Trmperate  eastern  North  America,  South  Georgia 
and  west  to  the  plains.    Common  in  Pennsylvania. 

This  handsome  little  owl  is  one  of  the  most  common 
of  all  owls  found  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  resident,  but, 
unlike  the  long-eared  species,  is  not  gregarious.  Its 
almost  spherical  gnd  white  eggs — four  to  six  in  number 
(mostly  four) — are  deposited  in  a  hollow  tree.  A  tree 
in  an  apple  orchard  is  frequently  made  use  of  for 
breeding,  purposes,  as  well  as  a  common  diurnal  resort, 
at  all  seasons.  The  eggs  measure  about  1.33  by  1.18 
inches.  This  bird,  when  taken  from  the  nest  andf 
raised,  makes  a  very  interesting  pet,  one  that  not  only 
becomes  attached  to  its  master,  but  which  is  also  capa- 
ble of  rendering  him  most  eflRcient  services  in  the  de- 
struction of  mice,  whose  vexatious  ravages  are  fre- 
quently so  annoying.  Some  few  years  ago  an  ac^ 
quaintance  of  mine  placed  two  of  these  birds  in  his 
cellar  which  was  overrun  with  mice,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  the  place  was  depopulated  of  these  little  four- 
footed  pests. 

AS   A    VF/r. 

A  Screech  Owl  which  I  kept  for  several  months  in 
captivity  fed  eagerly  on  gras-shoppers  and  pieces  of 
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fresh  bei^f.  When  a  mouse  was  given  to  this  bird  it 
woukl  sei/.<*  it  with  its  chiws,  and  after  severing  with 
its  bill  the  skin  about  the  head  and  neck,  would  swal- 
low the  whole  mass,  always,  I  think,  head  foremost. 
When  it  fed  on  small  birds — which  were  frequently 
shot  and  placed  in  the  box,  but  which  it  would  seldom 
touch— I  noticed  that  it  generally  tore  open  the  skull 
and  ate  the  brain  substance.  This  owl  would  never 
drink  water. 

FACTS  ABOUT  ITS  HABITS. 

"The  flight  of  the  Mottled  Owl  is  smooth,  rapid,  protracted 
and  noiseless.  It  -rises  at  times  above  the  top  branches  of  the 
highest  of  our  forest  trees  whilst  in  pursuit  of  large  beetles, 
and  at  other  times  sails  low  and  swiftly  over  the  fields  or 
through  the  woods  in  search  of  small  birds,  field  mice,  moles 
or  wood  rats,  from  which  it  chiefly  derives  its  subsistence. 
Sometimes  on  alighting,  which  it  does  plumply,  the  Mottled 
Owl  immediately  bends  its  body,  turns  its  head  to  look  behind 
It,  performs  a  curious  nod,  utters  Its  notes,  then  shakes  and 
plumes  Itself,  and  resumes  its  flight  in  search  of  prey.  It  now 
and  then,  while  on  the  wing,  produces  a  clicking  sound  with 
its  mandibles,  but  more  frequently  when  perched  near  Us 
mate  or  young.  This  I  have  thought  was  done  by  the  bird  to 
manifest  its  courage  and  let  the  hearer  know  that  it  is  not  to 
be  meddled  with,  although  few  birds  of  prey  are  more  gentle 
when  seized,  as  it  will  suffer  a  person  to  touch  its  feathers  and 
caress  it  without  attempting  to  bite  or  strike  with  its  talons, 
unless  at  rare  intervals. 

"The  notes  of  this  owl  are  uttered  in  a  tremulous,  doleful 
manner,  and  somewhat  resembles  the  chattering  of  the  teeth 
of  a  person  under  the  Influence  of  extreme  cold,  although 
much  louder.  They  are  heard  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred 
yards,  and  by  some  people  are  thought  to  be  of  ominous  im- 
port. 

"The  little  fellow  is  generally  found  about  farm  houses, 
orchards  and  gardens.  It  alights  on  the  roof,  the  fence  or  the 
garden  gate,  and  utters  Its  mournful  ditty  at  intervals  for 
hours  at  a  t^me  as  if  it  was  in  a  state  of  great  sufl!ering,  al- 
though this  is  far  from  being  the  case — the  song  of  all  birds 
being  an  indication  of  content  and  happiness.  In  a  state  of 
conflnement  it  utters  its  notes  with  as  much  satisfaption  as 
if  a£  liberty.  They  are  chiefly  heard  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  winter,  that  being  the  season  of  love,  when  the  male  bird 
is  particularly  attentive  to  the  fair  one,  which  excites  his 
tender  emotions,  and  around  which  he  flies  and  struts  much 
in  the  manner  of  the  common  pigeon,  adding  numerous  nods 
and  bows,  the  sight  of  which  is  very  amusing."— Audubon. 
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FIXING  BREEDING  PLACES  FOR  OWLS. 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  methods 
employed  by  an  enthusiastic  oologist  is  taken  from  a 
letter  written  to  me,  October,  1880,  by  Mr.  O.  B.  Hark, 
of  Bethlehem:  "Have  you  ever  heard  of  fixing  holes 
for  Sparrow  Hawks  and  Screech  Owls?  Mr.  John 
Mack,  the  best  climber  I  ever  met,  every  spring  cleans 
out  old  holes,  enlarges  such  as  are  too  small,  etc..  and 
finds  it  pays  him  well;  this  spring  he  got  ninety  Spar- 
row Hawk  eggs  and  every  one  was  taken  out  of  holes 
fixed  by  him;  at  one  time  he  put  the  leg  of  an  old 
rubber  boot  in  a  hollow  tree  and  several  weeks  later 
took  a  batch  of  Screech  Owl's  eggs  out  of  it.  Another 
singular  experience  he  had  with  owls  is,  he  made  a 
hole  in  a  willow  tree;  when  he  came  to  look  after  it 
again  he  found  owls  had  taken  possession  of  it  and 
had  nearly  filled  it  with  field  mice;  he  said  there  were 
enough  mice  in  it  to  fill  his  derby  hat.  This  happened 
just  before  a  heavy  snow  storm  and  about  ten  days 
later  every  mouse  was  gone." 

'EATS    BEETLES    AND   GRASSHOPPERS. 

Mr.  L.  M.  Turner  informs  me  that  he  has  made  a 
number  of  examinations  of  Screech  Owls  captured  in 
Illinois,  and  very  generally  found  their  food  consisted 
of  such  insects  as  the  larger  beetles  and  grasshoppers, 
also  many  mice.  Grasshoppers  and  other  orthopterous 
insects  are  devoured  in  large  quantities  by  these  birds. 

During  the  summer  months  and  at  other  times  when 
insect  life  is  abundant  Screech  Owls  subsist  mainly 
on  an  insect  diet.  These  birds  also  prey  on  mice, 
shrews,  other  small  quadrupeds  and  small  birds. 

Investigations  have  clearly  demonstrated  that  few,  if 
any,  of  the  owl  tribe  are  more  sorvi cable  to  the  farmer 
and  fruit  grower  than  is  the  Screech  Owl,  subsisting,  as 
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he  does,  principally  on  insects  such  as  grasshoppers 
and  bi^etles  in  the  summer,  and  in  winter,  when  insect 
food  is  scarce,  on  mice  of  different  kinds,  and  small 
wild  birds,  particularly  sparrows. 

KILLS    THE    FEATHERED    PRIZE-FiaHTERS. 

The  English  Sparrow  has,  perhaps,  no  more  relent- 
less a  foe  among  the  feathered  tribe  than  is  the  much 
abused  and  persecuted  Screech  Owl.  At  night,  when 
the  sparrows  are  sleeping  about  buildings,  the  owl 
noiselessly  wings  his  way  to  their  retreats  and  cap- 
tures them  with  apparently  but  little  effort.  Last  win- 
ter I  knew  a  pair  of  Screech  Owls  to  regularly  visit, 
every  night,  for  about  a  week,  an  ivy  covered  build- 
ing where  a  large  colony  of  sparrows  had  taken  up 
their  abode.  The  owls  appeared  perfectly  satisfied 
with  their  work,  and  to  all  outward  appelarances 
thrived  on  a  diet  of  sparrows.  The  sparrows,  on  the 
other  hand,  which  escaped  the  owls'  sharp  claws,  after 
nearly  ten  days  or  nights  experience,  evidently  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  more  conducive  to  their 
nocturnal  slumbers  and  safety  to  hunt  another  roost- 
ing place,  and  they  did  so. 

For  a  period  of  nearly  a  month  the  sparrows  were 
not  observed  to  return  to  the  ivy  roost.  One  evening 
a  boy  threw  a  stone  at  one  of  the  owls  and  killed  it. 
Its  mate  disappeared  about  the  same  time,  and  in  a 
short  time,  probably  a  week,  after  the  owls  had  gone, 
the  sparrows  returned  to  their  old  roosting  place  in  the 
ivy. 

The  farmer  or  fruit  grower  who  will  allow  Screech 
Owls  to  be  destroyed,  is  certainly  standing  in  his  own 
light,  and  the  sooner  he  familiarizes  himself  with  the 
true  economic  relations  of  these  birds,  the  better  it  will 
be  for  his  interests. 
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GREATI  HORNED  OWL. 

Bubo  virginianus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Length  (female)  21  to  24  inches;  extent  about  5  feet;  tall  about 
9  inches;  male  19  to  23  long;  extent  about  50  to  53  Inches;  can 
be  distinguished  by  its  large  size  and  long  ear  tufts;  plumage 
blackish,  brownish,  dusky,  graying  and  whitish  in  mixture; 
throat  and  middle  of  breast  white;  eyes  yellow;  bill  and  claws 
blackish. 

H<MhitaL — Eastern  North  America,  west  to  the  Mississippi 
valley,  and  from  Labrador  to  Costa  Rica.  Resident  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

This  well-known  and  rather  common  inhabitant  of 
the  forests  can  easily  be  reco«i:nized  by  its  lar^e  size, 
the  conspicuous  white  feathers  of  the  throat  and  the 
long-ear  tufts  which  measure  two  and  one-half  inches 
or  more  in  length. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

The  Great  Horned,  the  largest  of  all  our  native  owls, 
is  the  first  to  commence  nesting.  I  have  found  its 
eggs  in  February,  and  am  told  that  it  occasionally 
lays  in  January.  In  this  locality  the  Great  Horned 
Owl  seldom  breeds  in  hollow  trees;  sometimes 
it  constructs  a  rude  and  bulky  nest  of  sticks, 
lined  with  grasses  and  feathers,  on  the  large  horizontal 
limbs  of  trees  in  its  favorite  wooded  retreats.  Its  eggs, 
measuring  about  two  and  one-fourth  inches  in  length 
by  two  inches  in  width  are  mostly  deposited  in  the  de 
serted  nests  of  hawks  and  crews.  Although  it  is 
stated  by  different  writers  that  this  species  lays  four 
or  more  eggs,  I  have  never  fcmnd,  in  seven  nests  exam- 
ined, over  two  eggs  or  a  like  number  of  young.  Mr. 
Thomas  H.  Jjukson,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  writing  in 
the  Ornithologist  :in*l  Oologist,  June,  1880,  snys:     In 
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thirteen  nests  of  this  bird  that  have  come  under  my 
personal  notice,  twelve  contained  two  eggs,  or  young, 
and  only  one  contained  three  eggs.  All  the  nests  re- 
ferred to  above  were  placed  in  branches  of  trees  and 
were  generally  those  of  hawks  or  crows,  renovated  or 
enlarged.  Occasionally  a  hollow  tree  is  used  for  the 
purpose.  Upon  one  occasion  I  replaced  the  owl's  eggs 
taken  from  a  nest  with  those  of  the  common  hen,  and 
upon  visiting  them  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks, 
found  that  both  the  latter  had  been  hatched  and  had 
fallen  from  the  nest,  about  twenty  feet  f^om  the 
ground,  and  that  the  owls  had  deserted  the  locality. 
The  Great  Horned  Owls  are  liberal  providers  for  their 
young.  I  have  frequently  found  full  grown  rabbits 
lying  in  the  nest  beside  the  young,  and  scarcely  a  nest 
visited  did  not  have  a  strong  odor  of  skunk,  while 
bones  and  feathers  were  scattered  around  attesting  to 
the  predacious  h.abits  of  the  proprietors." 

ITS   FLIGHT  AND   WIERD   NOTES. 

"The  flight  of  the  Great  Horned  Owl  is  elevated 
rapid  and  graceful.  It  sails  with  apparent  ease  and  in 
large  circles,  in  the  manner  of  an  (?agle;  rises  and  de- 
scends without  the  least  difficulty  by  merely  inclining 
its  wings  or  its  tail  as  it  passes  through  the  air.  Now 
and  then  it  glides  silently  close  over  the  earth  with  in- 
comparable velocity,  and  drops,  as  if  shot  dead,  on  tho 
prey  beneath.  At  other  times,  it  suddenly  alights  on 
the  top  of  a  fence  stake  or  a  dead  stump,  shakes  \i» 
feathers,  arranges  them,  and  utters  a  shriek  so  horrid 
that  the  woods  around  echo  to  its  dismal  sound.  Now, 
it  seems  as  if  you  heard  the  barking  of  a  cur  dug; 
again  the  notes  an*  so  rough  and  mingled  together 
that  they  might  be  mistaken  for  the  last  gurglings 
of  a  murdered  person  striving  in  vain  tu  call  for  as- 
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sistance;  at  another  time,  when  not  more  than  fifty 
yards  distant,  it  utters  its  more  usual  hoo,  hoo,  hoo-e, 
in  so  peculiar  an  undertone  that  a  person  unacquainted 
with  the  notes  of  this  species  might  easily  conceive 
them  to  be  prouced  by  an  owl  more  than  a  mile  distant. 
During  the  utterance  of  all  these  unmusical  cries  it 
moves  its  body,  and  more  particularly  its  head,  in 
various  ways,  putting  them  into  positions,  all  of  which 
appear  to  please  it  much,  however  grotesque  thev  may 
seem  to  the  eye  of  man.  In  the  interval  following 
each  cry  it  snaps  its  bill." — Audubon. 

These  owls,  like  the  preceding  species,  are  not  migra- 
tory and  when  not  engaged  in  breeding  lead  a  solitary 
existence.  Although  chiefly  nocturnal  in  habits.  Great 
Horned  Owls  are  often  seen  in  cloudy,  weather  and  in 
the  early  twilight  searching  for  food.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when  the  sun  was  shining  brightly  (about  10  A. 
M.),  I  saw  one  of  these  owls  make  two  attempts  to 
catch  a  hen  and  her  young  chicks. 

WHAT   THEY   LIVE   UPON. 

Audubon  says:  "Its  food  consists  chiefly  of  the  larger 
species  of  gallinaceous  birds,  half -grown  wild  turkeys, 
pheasants  and  domestic  poultry  of  all  kinds,  together 
with  several  species  of  ducks.  Hares,  young  opossums 
and  squirrels  are  equally  agreeable  to  it,  and  whenever 
chance  throws  a  dead  fish  on  the  shore  the  Great 
Horned  Owl  feeds  with  peculiar  avidity  on  it." 

Nuttall  tells  us  they  usually  prey  on  young  rabbits, 
squirrels,  rats,  mice,  quails  and  small  birds  of  various 
kinds;  and  when  these  resources  fail  or  diminish,  they 
occasionally  prowl  pretty  boldly  around  the  farm-yard 
in  quest  of  chickens,  which  they  seize  on  the  roost. 

My  own   records  of  sixteen  examinations  of  the 
Great  Horned  Owl,  which,  with  one  exception,  were  nil 
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taken  during  the  winter  months,  revealed  in  eleven  in 
dividuals  only  remains  of  poultry;  two  others,  portions 
of  rabbits,  and  of  the  three  remaming  birds  of  this 
series  it  was  found  that  one  had  taken  two  mice;  an- 
other showed  small  amount  of  hair,  apparently  that  of 
an  opossum.  The  sixteenth  and  last  bird  contained  a 
mouse  and  parts  of  beetles. 

The  investigations  of  Dr.  Fisher  show  that  of  110 
stomachs  of  this  bird  which  contained  food  materials, 
that  31  contained  poultry  or  game  birds;  8,  other  birds; 
13,  mice;  65,  other  mammals  (rabbits,  squirrels,  rats, 
muskrats,  skunk,  etc.)  From  such  records  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  species  does  a  good  deal  of  damage  to 
the  poultry  and  game  interests.  While  it  is  true  that 
mice  and  some  other  destructive  mammals  are  de- 
voured by  this  owK  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  dam- 
age he  does  is  much  greater  than  the  benefit  he  confers. 
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SNOWY  OWL. 

Nyctea  nyctea. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Length  from  20  to  24  inches;  extent  ihi  to  5  feet;  tall  between 
9  and  10  inches  long;  tarsi  and  toes  densely  covered  with  long 
hair-like  feathers;  black  bill  almost  hidden  by  long  feathers; 
plumage  white,  with  brownish  or  blackish  spots  and  bars; 
throat,  face,  feet  and  middle  of  breast  whitest.  The  female 
Is  larger  and  much  darker  than  male;  eyes  rather  small  and 
yellow;  no  ear  tufts. 

Habitat,— Northern  portions  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere. 
In  North  America,  breeding  mostly  north  of  the  United  States; 
in  winter  migrating  south  to  the  Middle  States,  straggling  to 
South  Carolina,  Texas  and  the  Bermudas. 

The  Snowy  Owl  rendered  so  conspicuous  by  its  large 
size  and  white  plumage  is  a  native  of  the  Arctic  re- 
gions. This  owl  is  found  in  Pennsylvania  only  as  a 
winter  visitant.  Although  specimens  are  taken  nearly 
every  winter,  this  species  is  most  frequently  observed 
during  excessively  severe  winters.  Usually  solitary 
birds  are  observed,  but  sometimes  parties  of  six,  eight 
or  even  a  dozen  are  seen  together. 

ITS  MANNER  OF  HUNTING. 

Wilson  says:  "Unlike  most  of  his  tribe  he  hunts  by 
day  as  well  as  by  twilight,  and  is  particularly  fond  of 
frequenting  the  shores  and  banks  of  shallow  rivers, 
over  the  surface  of  which  he  slowly  sails,  or  sits  on 
a  rock  a  little  raised  above  the  water  watching  for 
fish.  These  he  seizes  with  a  sudden  and  instantaneous 
stroke  of  the  foot,  seldom  missing  his  aim."  Nuttall 
writes:  "He  ventures  abroad  boldly  at  all  seasons,  and 
like  the  hawks,  seeks  his  prey  by  daylight  as  well  as 
dark,  skimming  aloft  and  recounoitering  his  |prey^ 
which  is  commonly  the  White  Grouse,  or  some  other 
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birds  of  the  same  genus,  as  well  as  hares.  Ou  these 
he  darts  from  above,  and  rapidly  seizes  them  in  his 
resistless  talons.  At  times  he  watches  for  tish,  and 
condescends  also  to  prey  upon  rats,  mice  and  even  car- 
rion." 

This  species  is  never  suflficiently  numerous  in  this 
State  to  do  any  serious  damage  to  either  the  poultry 
or  game  interests.  In  the  northern  counties  where 
these  birds  are  plentiful  they  devour  great  quantities 
of  small  rodents  which,  with  fish,  seem  to  be  favorite 
articles  of  diet  for  them. 
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HAWK  OWL. 
Siirnia  ulula  caparoch. 

DESCRIPTION. 

"No  ear  tufts;  tall  rounded  at  tips,  and  indistinctly  barred 
with  white;  top  of  head  and  back  of  neck  spotted  with  white 
and  black,  or  dark  brown;  a  patch  of  unitorm  blackish  or 
dark  brown  on  each  side  of  hind  neck;  upper  parts  brown,  more 
or  less  spotted  with  white;  lower  parts  regrularly  barred  with 
brown.     length,  14.75  to  17.50  inches;  extent  31  to  33  inches." 

HabitaL— Arctic  America,  migrating  in  winter  to  the  north- 
ern border  of  the  United  States.  Rare  straggler  In  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

This  curious  bird  partakes  of  the  general  appear- 
ance, and  also  the  habits,  of  both  a  hawk  and  an  owl, 
and  is  said  to  be  principally  diurnal,  in  fact  writers 
assert  that  it  is  as  active  in  daytime  as  any  of  the 
hawks.  This  species  occurs  in  Pennsylvania  only  as  a 
rare  and  irregular  winter  visitor. 

ITS  FOOD  AND  HAJ5ITS. 

Having  never  had  an  opportunity  of  studying  this 
bird  in  life  I  quote  the  following  from  Dr.  A.  K.  Fish- 
er's Bulletin: 

"The  food  of  this  owl  varies  considerably  at  different  times 
of  the  year.  In  summer  it  feeds  on  the  smaller  mammals,  such 
as  mice,  lemmings  and  ground  squirrels  as  well  as  insects  of 
various  kinds,  while  in  winter,  when  the  snow  is  deep  and  Its 
favorite  food  is  hidden,  it  follows  the  large  flocks  of  ptarmigans 
and  subsists  on  them.  Dr.  Dall  seldom  found  anything  but 
mice  in  the  crops  of  those  he  dissected  in  Alaska,  and  the  fol- 
lowing from  Dr.  Coues  mentions  the  same  food:  "It  feeds  chiefly 
upon  field  mice  (Arvicolae)  which  swarm  in  the  sphagnous 
vegetation  of  arctic  lands;  also  upon  small  birds,  grasshoppers 
and  other  insects."     (Birds  of  the  Northwest,  1874.  p.  312.) 

"Mr.  Henry  Seebohm  speaks  of  Its  food  as  follows:  'The  prin- 
cipal food  of  the  Hawk  Owl  is  mice  and  lemmings,  and  the 
bird  follows  the  migratory  parties  of  the  last  named  little 
mammal  to  prey  upon  them.  From  its  indomitable  spirit,  how- 
ever, few  birds  of  the  forest  are  safe  from  Its  attack.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  smaller  birds  which  it  captures.  Wheelwright  men- 
tions the  fact  that  he  has  seen  the  Hawk  Owl  strike  down  the 
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Siberian  Jay,  and  has  also  disturbed  it  feeding  on  an  old  wil- 
low grrouse.  The  same  naturalist  has  also  taken  insects  from 
Its  stomach.'  "(Hist.  British  Birds,  Vol.  I,  1883.  p.  184.) 

"The  species  Is  tame  and  unsuspicious,  and  may  be  ap- 
proached easily  without  being  alarmed;  in  fact,  specimens 
have  been  known  to  return  to  the  same  perch  after  being  shot 
at  two  or  three  times.  It  is  a  courageous  bird,  and  will  de- 
fend its  nest  against  all  intruders.  A  male  once  dashed  at 
Dr.  Dall  and  knocked  off  his  hat  as  he  was  climbing  to  the 
nest;  other  similar  accounts  show  that  the  courage  displayed 
on  this  occasion  was  not  an  individual  freak,  but  a  common 
trait  of  the  species. 

"Although  the  flight  Is  sw  if t  and  hawk-like,  it  has  neverthe- 
\vHS  the  soft,  noiseless  character  common  to  the  other  owls. 
When  starting  from  any  high  place,  such  as  the  top  of  a  tree, 
it  usually  pitches  down  nearly  to  the  ground,  and  flies  off  rap- 
idly above  the  tops  of  the  bushes  or  high  grass,  abruptly  rising 
again  as  it  seeks  another  perch. 

"The  note  !s  a  shrill  cry  which  it  uttors  generally  while  the 
bird  is  on  the  wing." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


SOME  OTHER  BIRDS. 

RAVENS.     CROWS,    JAYS    AND     SHRIKES. 

Five  species  of  the  family  CORVIDAE  are  found  in 
Pennsvlvania,  and  of  these  the  Common  Crow  and 
Bine  Jay  are  by  far  the  best  known.  Indeed,  proba- 
bly no  two  representatives  of  our  bird-fauna  are  more 
familiar  to  persons  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with 
rural  life  than  are  the  gaudy,  garrulous  Blue  Jay,  and 
his  suspicious,  pilfering:  relative,  the  Common  Crow. 

THE  RAVEN. 

The  northern  Raven  is  a  sub-species,  that  was  flrst 
recognized  and  described  by  my  friend,  Prof.  Robert 
Ridgway,  the  eminent  Ornithologist  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  Washington,  D  C.  This  bird  pos- 
sesses peculiarities  which  entitle  it  to  be  particular- 
ized by  the  technical  specific  principalis  to  distinguish 
the  new  form  from  that  of  its  near  kin  the  Common 
Raven,  {Cortms  oorax),  of  the  older  authorities. 
It  ranges  from  "Greenland  to  Alaska,  south  to  British 
Columbia,  Canada,  New  Brunswick"  and  Pennsylvania. 
In  this  State  it  is  found  as  a  resident  in  a  number  of 
counties,  particularly  such  as  are  mountainous  and 
whicli  contain  large  areas  of  sparsely  settled  and  ex- 
tensivelv  forested  lands. 
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A    WARY   POULTRY  THIEF. 

The  Raven  is  very  shy,  yet  he  will  occasionally  come 
around  farm  buildings,  in  the  neighborhood  of  liis 
favorite  haunts  in  the  mountain  wilds,  to  catch  young 
poultry  or  hunt  a  hen's  nest,  especially  that  of  the 
turkey  which  so  often  wanders  some  distance  from 
her  owner's  building  to  hatch.  The  damage,  however, 
to  domesticated  fowls  by  Ravens  in  Pennsylvania  is, 
I  am  sure,  very  insignificant. 

THEY  DESTROY  EGGS  AND  NESTLINGS. 

Prom  evidence  in  my  possession  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  Ravens,  like  their  dark-coated  relations, 
the  Crows,  do  devour  the  eggs  and  young  of  many 
wild  birds.  Game  birds,  such  as  the  Ruffed  Grouse 
and  Wild  Turkey,  woodsmen  say,  suffer  considerably, 
during  the  periods  when  they  have  eggs  and  broods 
of  young,  from  sly  and  unexpected  visits  of  these  cun- 
ning and  able-bodied  corvine  birds.  If  a  Turkey  or 
Pheasant,  with  her  children,  remains  in  the  locality 
and  the  fact  becomes  known  to  a  pair  of  Ravens,  the 
chances  are,  hunters  say,  that  the  Ravens  will  watcli 
the  place  almost  constantly,  day  after  day,  until  they 
have  destroyed  or  driven  away  the  mother  and  her 
family  of  youngsters. 

CAPTURE    RABBITS    AND    GROUSE. 

Ravens  unquestionably  kill  a  good  many  young 
Hares  and  they  also  sometimes  attack  and  overpower 
the  old  ones,  particul'arly  when  the  latter  are  en- 
feebled by  disease  or  wounded  by  human  hunters  or 
other  animals  which  prey  on  them.  Rabbits  and 
Pheasants  entrapped  in  snares,  (which,  by  the  way, 
eannot  legally  be  used  in  Pennsylvania)  if  found  by 
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(lie  sharp-eyed  Raven,  will  be  attacked  and  eaten  by 
liim  after  he  has  convinced  himself  that  the  mammal 
or  bird,  suspended  from  the  cord  or  fine  copper  wire, 
has  not  been  placed  there  as  a  lure  to  his  own  destruc- 
tion. In  this  State  Ravens  are  generally  seen  singly 
or  in  pairs,  but  often,  a  pair  with  their  family  of  in- 
quisitive and  noisy  children,  of  the  year,  may  be  ob- 
served together. 

WILL   SPEAK    AS   THEY   PASS   BY. 

I  have  known  two  or  three  pairs  of  Ravens  to  remain 
for  two  or  three  years  in  the  same  locality,  i.  e.,  in  a 
district,  of  perhaps  eight  or  ten  miles  square,  and  each 
pair  of  birds,  as  well  as  the  young  ones,  appeared  to 
evince  no  disposition  to  be  on  intimate  relations  with 
their  neighbors.  Of  course  the  whole  Raven  clan,  no 
doubt,  had  a  speaking  acquaintance,  because  their 
hoarse  voices  could  always  be  heard  when  they  came 
within  hailing  distance,  as  was  often  the  case. 

ATTACK    LAMBS    AND    FAWNS. 

Ravens,  like  the  CJommon  Crow,  will  sometimes  at- 
tack young  lambs  and  peck  out  their  eyes.  It  is  also 
asserted  by  hunters  that  these  birds  have  been  known 
to  attack  very  young  I^wns  when  their  watchful 
mothers  were  not  near  at  hand. 

RAVENS  A  QUARTER  OF  A  CENTURY  AGO. 

I  have  been  told,  by  old  hunters  and  woodsmen, 
that  twenly-five  or  thirty  years  ago  when  the  Vir- 
ginia Deer  was  abundant  in  many  sections  of  Penn- 
sylvania, that  Rav(*n8  were  then  rather  numerous  in 
the  romantic  wilds  since  made  barren  through  the 
woodsmen's  axe  and  devastating  forest  fires.     In  those 
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dajB  farmers  who  resided  in  the  vicinage  of  virgin- 
timbered  areas  in  the  mountainous  districts  suffered 
considerably  from  the  spying,  argus-eyed  Ravens 
which  seemed  ever  on  the  alert  to  pounce  down  from 
some  carefully  chosen  hiding  place  and  rob  the  turkey 
or  the  chicken  of  her  eggs  or  brood.  Then  if  the  parent 
sheep  did  not  keep  a  very  close  guard  over  their  young 
offspring  the  omnivorous  and  flesh-loving  Ravens 
would  attack  and  kill  them;  they  also,  it  is  aflftrmed, 
were  known  to  pounce  upon,  in  at  least  two  instances, 
within  the  recollection  of  aged  mountaineers,  calves, 
but  a  few  days  old;  and  on  another  occasion,  one  of 
my  informants  states  that  a  band  of  hungry  nomadic 
Ravens  attempted  to  make  a  meal  of  an  old  sow's 
litter  of  pigs  that  were  only  a  few  days  old,  and  so 
persistent  were  their  onslaughts  that  the  owner  of 
the  pigs  was  compelled  to  shoot  two  of  the  Ravens  be- 
fore they  would  leave  the  place. 

WOULD  ATTACK  THE  DEER. 

Deer  enfeebled  by  old  age  or  reduced  from  disease, 
and  also  when  wounded  by  human  huntsmen, 
Panthers,  Wolves,  Wild-cats  or  other  predatory  ani- 
mals which  possessed  sufficient  courage  and  prowess 
to  attack  them,  were  beset  at  times  by  Ravens  which 
would  peck  out  their  eyes  and  other  soft  parts,  par- 
ticularly portions  of  the  poor  deer's  anatomy  that  had 
been  opened  by  a  bullet  or  lacerated  with  teeth  or 
claws  of  some  oruel  carnivorous  beast. 

These  observations  showing  the  fierce  and  sangui- 
nary nature  of  Ravens  which,  with  labored  but  quick 
flight, and  loud  hars'h  cries,  over  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago,  are  reputed  to  have  brought  so  much  misery  into 
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the  happy  homes  of  many  of  their  neighbors — fo- 
dwellers  in  the  mountain  wilds — I  cannot  confirm 
from  personal  observations  in  the  field  in  recent  years 
or  since  Ravens  have  become  very  much  less  numer- 
ous. 

RELIABLE  INFORMANTS. 

The  statements,  however,  come  from  sources  which 
r  deem  thoroughly  trustworthy.  They  are  here  re- 
corded, substantially  as  given  to  me  by  aged  inform- 
ants, men,  whose  vocations  of  hunting,  trapping,  wood 
chopping  or  bark  peeling  compelled  them  to  live  al- 
most continually,  the  year  'round,  in  dense  forests  and 
other  wild,  uninhabited  places.  These  places,  how- 
(^ver,  wei*e  ideal  localities  for  a  careful  observer  to 
learn  the  life  histories  of  wild  animals  which  the  Wise 
Maker  designed  should  find  suitable  abodes  in  dark 
sylvan  shades  or  along  the  banks  of  the  cool,  health- 
ful waters  of  mountain  streams,  and  by  rocky  and 
mountainous  pathways,  vestiges  of  which  still  remain 
in  many  i*egions  of  the  Keystone  Commonwealth,  as 
if  to  remind  us  of  the  bloody  struggles  that  our  an 
(Motors,  a  century  or  two  ago,  were  so  often  forced  to 
engage  in  with  the  Indians  who  made  these  "trails.'* 

ARE  ENEMIES  OF  SMALL  BIRDS. 

From  the  fact  that  I  have  often  observed  different 
kinds  of  small  birds,  which  build  their  summer  homes 
in  regions  selected  by  the  croaking  Raven  for  his 
abiding  place  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  always  show 
great  c(m<ern  whenever  a  solitary  Raven,  or  worse 
still  a  pair  of  them,  came  near  their  nest  of  young,  it 
is  safe  to  infer  that  the  solicitude  they  manifested 
was  due  to  a  knowledge  obtained,  perhaps,  by  bitter 
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expeiionrc^  that,  if  tlio  Mepliistophelean-Iike  e\\*»  of 
the  powerful  marauder,  attired  in  his  funereal  eoat,  di« 
covered  their  precious  ti^etieures  they  would  soon  be 
**j?obbled  up"  to  help  supply  Mr.  Raven's  gastronomic*, 
needs,  which  tu-e  great,  and  likewise  most  varying,  as 
is  the  case  with  all  omnivorous  animals. 

THEY  CONSUME  MANY  INSECTS. 

The  Kaven  will  consume  annually  a  good  many  in 
sects,  piu*ticularly  the  numerous  ground-inhabiting 
and  wood-destroying  beetles;  cnckets,  grusshoppers 
and  "grub  womm"  he  eats  with  gi*eat  gusto. 

Beetles  and  grubs  he  generally  finds  about  old 
stumps  and  dead  logs.  On  two  occasions  I  have  seen 
Ravens  hunting  in  newly  plowed  ground  for  larvae, 
beetles  and  mice.  They  feed  on  different  kinds  of 
small  mammals,  besides  young  Hares,  as  previously 
mentioned;  and  they  have  been  known  to  attack  and 
kill  Flying  Squirrels  and  Chipmunks,  but  their  usual 
articles  of  food  in  the  way  of  mammals  are  the  differ- 
ent species  of  mice  which  abound  in  woods  and  fields. 

EAT  BERRIES,  NUTS,  FROGS  AND  SNAKES. 

Ravens  will  eat,  with  great  relish,  different  kinds 
of  berries  which  grow  wild,  and  often  in  great  abund- 
jtnce,  in  the  mountainous  districts.  Cherry,  peach  and 
apple  trees,  which  are  not  uncommon  in  many  wild 
mountainous  places  remote  from  human  habitation, 
are  often  visited  by  Ravens  to  feed  on  the  ripe  or 
ripening  fruit.  In  the  Autumn  or  Winter  season,  like 
the  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ravens  may  be  seen  at  times  hunt- 
ing {\bont  apple  trees  for  the  seeds  of  the  fruit  which 
they  collect  from  the  ground,  or  by  |)ecking  into  the 
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rotten  and  frozen  apples  which  hang  on  the  twigs; 
and,  like  their  saucy  relations,  the  Jays,  dressed  in 
jaunty  plumed  hats,  white  vests  and  bright  blue  coats, 
they  eat  chestnuts,  beechnuts,  acorns  and  other  seeds 
known  as  **mast."  They  catch  frogs  and  sometimes 
kill  and  devour  small  sized  snakes.  They  will  go  in 
shallow  water  to  catch  fishes  which  they  consume. 
Most  flesh  eating  animals,  eith^  birds  or  quadru- 
peds, which  obtain  their  livelihood  by  open  warfare, 
do  not  show  an  inclination  to  feed  upon  carrion  and 
offal  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  reason  of  the 
scarcity  of  normal  food  supplies. 

THEY   SOMETIMES   PREFER  CARRION. 

The  Raven,  however,  has  the  habit  of  subsisting*,  in 
part  at  least,  on  such  a  menu,  even  when  other  food 
could  be  obtained  with  the  usual  cunning  and  activity 
displayed  by  this  race  of  pilferers.  Of  this  I  was 
fully  convinced  some  three  years  ago,  when  visiting 
at  Glen  Union,  Clinton  county.  Pa.,  where  two  or 
three  families  of  Ravens  had  their  headquarters  in 
rocky  cliffs,  some  four  miles  in  the  interior.  At  ir- 
regular intervals  some  of  the  meddlesome  tribe  would 
come  down  to  dwellings,  along  the  Susquehanna  river, 
and  steal  a  young  chicken  or  rob  a  hen's  nest;  and, 
on  one  occasion,  I  noticed  two  of  them  in  a  vine, 
along  the  road  near  the  railroad  station  (Glen  Union), 
eating  "frost"  or  chicken  grapes,  a  common  article  of 
diet,  by  the  way,  for  the  Pheasant  or -Ruffed  Grouse. 
These  Ravens  daily  came  to  the  places  where  the 
woodsmen  ate  their  dinners  and  fed  the  horses,  and  in 
a  short  time  after  being  allowed  to  pick  up,  un« 
molested,  pieces  of  bread  and  meat  about  the  camp, 
they  became  quite  tame,  unless  they  saw  a  stranger 
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appear  about  the  place,  when  they  flew  off  in,  ap- 
parently, great  anger.  By  some  accident  a  horse  was 
killed  and  its  body  hurled  into  a  deep  ravine.  By 
this  mishap  I  learned  that  Ravens  were  very  partial 
to  horde  flesh,  as  they  daily  visited  the  decaying  carcass, 
and  seemingly  made  little  or  no  efforts  to  obtain  othei* 
kinds  of  food. 

When  deer  are  shot  and  eviscerated  Ravens  come 
around  and  feed  on  the  refuse  matter.  At  such  times 
they  generally  are  seen  in  pairs,  but  sometimes  sev- 
eral are  together. 

THE  FISH  CROW. 

The  Pish  Crow,  smaller  than  the  Common  Crow, 
glossy  black  with  green  and  violet  reflections,  occurs 
chiefly  about  maritime  districts  of  the  Atlantic  Coast, 
from  Long  Island  to  Florida.  In  Pennsylvania  the 
Pish  Crow  is  found,  in  the  summer  season,  along  the 
shores  of  the  Delaware  river  and  about  the  Susque- 
hanna river  from  Columbia,  Lancaster  county,  south- 
ward. The  Pish  Crow  has  the  same  bad  habit  which 
has  made  such  a  blot  on  the  good  name  of  its  near 
kinsman,  the  C-ommon  Crow,  namely,  that  of  robbing, 
Audubon  tells  us,  other  birds  of  their  eggs  and  young. 
However,  such  deeds  of  rapine,  on  the  part  of  the  Pish 
Grow,  are,  it  is  believed,  much  less  frequent  than  is 
the  case  with  the  Common  Crow. 

Some  observers,  however,  assert  that  Meadowlarks, 
Clapper  Rails,  Terns,  Quails  and  other  smaller  species 
of  birds  suffer  the  loss  of  many  of  their  eggs  and 
youngthroughthe  thieving  propensities  of  Pish  Crows, 
which  are  common  about  the  sea  coast  regions. 
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THE   COMMON  CROW. 

This  well-known  species  is  common,  during  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  in  Pennsjivania.  At  times, 
other  than  when  breeding,  these  birds  are  gregarious 
and  often  collect  in  lai'ge  flocks.  Dr.  C.  Hart  Mer- 
riam.  Chief  of  the  Biological  Division  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D,  C,  in 
briefly  summarizing  the  food  habits  of  the  Crow,  in 
a  letter  of  transmittal  that  appears  in  Bulletin  No.  6, 
prepared  by  his  assistants,  Messrs.  W.  B.  Barrows  and 
E.  A.  Schwarz,  whoee  exhaustive  report,  entitled, 
"The  Common  Crow  of  the  United  States,"  is  based 
on  nearly  a  thousand  stomach  examinations  of  Grows 
taken  during  all  seasons,  and  careful  field  notes,  says: 

WHAT  THE  CROW  IS  CHARGED  WITH. 

"The  most  important  charges  brought  against  the  Crow  are: 
H)  That  it  pulls  sprouting  corn;  (2)  that  it  injures  corn  in 
the  milk;  (3)  that  it  destroys  cultivated  fruit;  and  (4)  that  it 
feeds  on  the  eggs  and  young  of  poultry  and  wild  birds. 

"All  of  these  charges  are  sustained  by  the  stomach  exami- 
nations, so  far  as  the  simple  fact  that  Crows  feed  upon  the 
substance  named.  But  the  extent  of  the  injury  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent matter. 

RESin^TS   OF   CRITICAL  ANALYSES. 

"In  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  sum  of  the  harm  done 
outweighs  the  sum  of  the  good,  or  the  contrary,  the  different 
kinds  of  food  found  in  the  stomach  have  been  reduced  to 
quantitative  percentages  and  contrasted.  The  total  quantity 
of  corn  eaten  during  the  entire  year  amounts  to  25  per  cent, 
of  the  food  of  the  adult  Crow,  and  only  nine  and  three-tenth 
per  cent,  of  the  food  of  young  Crows.  Leaving  the  young  out  of 
consideration,  it  may  be  said  that  in  agricultural  districts 
about  one-fourth  of  the  food  of  Crows  consists  of  corn.  But 
less  than  14  per  cent,  of  this  corn,  and  only  3  per  cent,  of  the 
total  food  of  the  Crow,  consists  of  sprouting  corn  and  corn  in 
the  milk:  the  remaining  86  per  cent,  of  the  corn,  or  97  per  cent. 
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of  the  total  food,  is  chiefly  waste  grain  picked  up  here  and  there, 
mainly  in  winter,  and  Is  of  no  economic  value. 

DO  TRIVIAL   DAMAGE   TO   FRUIT. 

"In  the  case  of  cultvated  fruits  the  loss  is  trivial.  The  same 
is  true  of  the  eggs  and  young-  of  poultry  and  wild  birds,  the 
total  for  the  year  amounting  to  only  one  per  cent,  of  the  food. 

"As  an  offset  to  his  bad  habits,  the  Crow  is  to  be  credited 
with  the  good  done  in  destroying  noxious  insects  and  other 
injurious  animals.  Insects  form  26  per  cent  of  the  entire  food, 
and  the  great  majority  of  these  are  grasshoppers.  May  beetles, 
cut  worms  and  other  injurious  kinds.  It  is  shown  that  during 
the  May  beetle  season,  in  May  and  Jiine,  these  beetles  form 
the  principal  Insect  food  of  the  Crow.  Only  a  few  stomachs 
do  not  contain  them,  and  stomachs  are  often  filled  with 
them.  The  fact  that  the  May  beetle  season  coincides  with  the 
breeding  season  of  the  Crow  is  of  special  importance,  the 
principal  Insect  food  of  nestling  Crows  consisting  of  these 
beetlea  <      ' 

DEVOUR  LEGIONS  OP  BEETLES  AND  GRASSHOPPERS. 

Mr.  Schwarz  also  finds  that  grrasshoppers  occur  in  tht' 
stomachs  throughout  the  year;  during  May  beetle  season  they 
occur  in  the  vast  majority  of  stomachs,  but  usually  In  mod- 
erate numbers;  that  with  the  disappearance  of  May  beetles 
towards  the  end  of  June  they  increase  in  numbers  until  In 
August  and  throughout  the  fall  they  constitute  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  insect  food,  often  occurring  In  astonishing* 
numbers,   often  forming  the  only  Insect  food. 

"To  the  same  side  of  the  scale  must  be  added  the  destruc- 
tion of  mice,  rabbits,  and  other  injurious  rodents  by  the  Crow. 

"In  the  summing  up  of  the  benefits  and  losses  resulting  from 
the  habits  of  this  bird,  it  is  clear  that  the  good  exceeds  the 
bad  and  that  the  Crow  is  a  friend  rather  than  an  enemy  of 
the  farmer." 

THE  CROW  DESTROYS  ARMY  WORMS. 

During?  the  months  of  July  and  August,  189G,  when 
the  writer  was  enjja^ed  in  studying  the  Army  Worm, 
(Letusania  nnipunda),  whieh  preyed  upon  cereals, 
(particularly  oats)  grass,  etc*.,  in  this  State  to  the  ex- 
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tent  probably  of  f300,000  (estimated)  abundant  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  to  learn  what  species  of  birds  and 
other  animals  subsisted  on  the  voracious  larvae. 

While  conducting  these  investigations,  in  different 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  several  hundred  birds  of 
various  species  were  shot  and  examined.  These  post- 
mortem examinations,  as  well  as  observations  in  the 
field,  demonstrated  conclusively  that  Crows  and  Crow 
Blackbirds  were,  perhaps,  the  most  useful  of  all  birds 
in  devouring  army  worms. 

CROWS  AND  BLACKBIRDS. 

The  viscera  of  twenty-three  Crows,  old  and  young, 
which  were  captured  in  different  counties  of  the  State, 
and  in  localities  where  aimy  worms  were  abundant, 
were  in  many  instances,  found  to  be  gorged  with  the 
remains  of  these  larvae.  Crows  also  ate  large  num- 
bers of  pupae.  I  noticed  Crows  or  Blackbirds,  espe- 
cially the  Common  Crow  Blackbird,  to  be  quite  numer- 
ous in  nearly  all  fields  where  the  crawling  hosts  were 
abundant,  and  these  dark-colored  and  badly  abused 
birds,  by  their  constant  warfare  on  the  worms,  did 
much  to  keep  in  check  the  damage  to  cereal  and  other 
crops.  Crows  were  generally  to  be  observed  singly  or 
in  pairs,  sometimes  in  parties,  five  or  seven  indi- 
viduals, but  the  Blackbirds  were  often  noticed  in  good 
sized  flocks.  One  flock  of  Blackbirds  numbered  fully 
seventy-flve  individuals  and  they  all  seemed  to  be 
intently  engaged  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  morn- 
ing or  evening,  as  well  as  at  intervals  in  mid-day, 
destroying  the  Army  Worm.  A  Crow  would  eat  a 
handful  of  the  worms  at  a  single  meal;  the  number 
which  a  single  bird  would  devour  in  a  day  was  im- 
mense. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


266 

FARMERS  PRAISED  THEM. 

Several  farmers  whose  premises  I  visited  when  in- 
vestigating the  ravages  of  the  Army  Worm  expressed 
great  surprise  when  they  were  informed  that  Crows 
and  Blackbirds  fed  almost  wholly  on  the  voracious 
insect-pests  which  were  devastating  the  oats,  barley, 
com  and  grass  fields.  When  specimens  of  these  birds 
were  shot  and  the  contents  of  their  stomachs  exposed, 
they  admitted  that  the  birds  were  not  as  bad  as  it 
was  commonly  supposed. 

SOME  BAD  HABITS. 

The  Orow's  fondness  for  eggs  and  young  of  domesti- 
ca/ted  fowls,  as  well  as  his  penchant  for  despoiling  the 
nests  of  numerous  wild  birds  of  their  eggs  and  young, 
is  well  known;  then  again  the  Crow  visits  the  corn- 
field in  the  springtime  and  in  the  Autumn  he  often 
does  considerable  damage.  These  carnivorous  tastes 
and  grain-eating  habits  of  the  Crow  have  caused,  it 
seems,  a  great  many  of  oar  farmers  to  place  Mr.  Orow 
under  ban. 

The  Crow  Blackbird,  like  the  Common  Crow,  de- 
stroys the  eggs  and  young  of  different  species  of  bene- 
ficial birds  which  nest  in  orchards,  parks  and  gardens, 
and  he  also  often,  like  the  Crow,  visits  the  cornfield 
or  cherry  tree.  However,  if  farmers  would  take  the 
trouble  in  the  Spring  when  Crows  and  their  bright- 
eyed  relatives — the  Blackbirds — are  at  work  in  corn- 
fields to  carefuully  investigate,  they  would  find,  no 
doubt,  as  the  writer  has,  that  these  birds  are  not 
there  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  corn,  but  to  say*; 
it  from  crawling  loes  which  hide  beneath  the  soil. 
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THEY  EAT  GRUBS  AND  "BUGS.' 

Reader,  if  you  doubt  this  statement  take  the 
trouble,  sometime  in  the  Spring,  when  you  see  Crows 
and  BlackUirds  in  a  cornfield  when  the  com  is  an 
inch  or  two  al)Ove  the  ground,  to  shoot  some  of  the 
birds,  open  their  stomachs,  and  the  chances  are  ten 
to  one  you  will  discover  that  these  "corn-pulling'' 
birds  have  nothing  but  "cutworms,"  other  larvae,  and 
l>eetles  in  their  food  receptacles. 

SQMETIMES    STEAL    THE    CORN. 

The  Crow,  undoubtedly,  at  times,  particularly  in  the 
fall  when  the  farmer  is  slow  about  taking  com  in 
from  a  field,  sometimes  does  considerable  damage. 
In  the  Spring  this  bird  also  occasionally  does  a  good 
deal  of  mischief  in  cornfields.  This  same  statement 
may  likewise  be  made  concerning  the  Blackbird. 
However,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  both  species 
of  birds  just  mentioned  destroy  more  or  less  corn,  the 
great  amount  of  good  they  do  by  destroying  innum- 
erable insect  foes  which  prey  constantly,  during  the 
summer  season,  on  grain,  fruit  and  garden  crops,  is, 
according  to  my  judgment,  c>onsiderably  in  excess  of 
l(»sses  incurred  from  casual  predatory  visits  which 
these  omnivorous  birds  make  to  the  growing  or 
ripened  corn. 

THEY  DEVOUR  EGGS  AND  NESTLINGS. 

If  it  was  not  for  the  bad  habit  which  the  Cih)w  has 
of  destroying  eggs  and  young  of  both  poultry'  and 
wild  birds,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  Grow  Black- 
bird which  has  acquired  quite  an  appetite  for  eggs 
and  nestlings  of  different  species  of  small  wild  birds, 
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there  could  be  no  possible  reason  for  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  any  natui-alist  about  both  of  these  well-known 
species  beinj?  far  more  beneficial  than  hannful  to  the 
farmer  and  fruit  grower.  Sportsmen  also  view  the 
Cro>v  and  Orow  Blackbird,  especially  the  former,  in 
an  unfavorable  light  because  they  will  often  destroy 
the  eggs  and  sometimes  the  young  of  game  birds. 
Grouse  and  Quail,  Meadowlarks,  etc.  Along  the  salt, 
water  marshes  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  when  collecting 
BpiKiimens  with  my  genial  and  gifted  friend,  tlm 
naturalist,  Mr.  C.  M.  Busch,  we  have  observed  Orows 
pillaging  the  nests  of  Terns  and  Mudhens,  or  Clapper 
Rails,  as  oniithologists  call  them. 

THE  JAYS. 

Two  species  of  Jays — that  is,  feathered  Jays — in^ 
eluded  in  the  sub-family  GABRULTNAE,  are  at- 
tributed  to  the  fauna  of  Pennsylvania. 

One  of  these,  the  Canada  Jay,  a  native  of  the  dis- 
tant north,  is  seldom  found  as  far  south  as  this  State, 
where  it  has  only  been  taken  as  a  rare  straggler  in 
winter. 

THE    BLUE    JAY. 

This  bird,  of  bright  color,  saucy,  independent  ways 
and  mimicking  voice,  is  common  and  well-known  to 
every  fanner's  boy,  wxiodsman  and  hunter.  While  all 
admire  him,  because  of  his  showy  coat  and  cunning 
habits,  he  is,  nevertheless  very,  generally  regarded 
with  disfavor  because  of  his  mischievous  traits  of 
character. 

Blue  Jays,  like  some  school  boys,  seem  to  go  out  of 
their  way  to  hunt  trouble,  and  usually  they  get  it, 
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but,  often,  not  until  they  have  caused  a  good  deal  of 
bother  or  suffering  to  others  about  them, 

DISTRIBUTION. 

The  Blue  Jay  has  an  extensive  range,  being  found 
over  the  whole  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Great 
Plains,  from  the  warm  climate  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
northward  to  the  dreary  wilds  of  the  Pur  Countries. 

In  Pennsylvania,  and,  it  is  said,  in  most  parts  of 
their  range,  they  remain  throughout  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  These  beautiful  birds  commonly  resort  to 
forests  to  breed,  yet  they  do  not  live  like  hermits  in 
the  woods,  for  when  searching  for  food  they  frequently 
come  about  orchards,  gardens,  meadows  and  farm 
buildings.  In  the  cold  winter  season  when  the 
ground  is  covered  with  snows  these  birds  will  visit 
the  farmer's  com  crib,  and  like  the  Crow  Blackbird, 
and  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  peck  at  corn  which  can 
be  reached  from  the  outside  through  the  slats. 

SOMETIMES  SEEN  IN  FLOCKS. 

eTays  when  breeding  commonly  are  seen  in  pairs, 
but  in  llie  late  summer  and  fall  it  is  not  unusual  to 
find  them  in  small  flocks;  on  different  occasions  I 
have  seen  twenty  or  twenty-five  of  them  feeding  in 
beech,  chestnut  or  apple  trees.  Blue  Jays,  as  is  the 
habit  of  other  members  of  their  family,  will  feed  on 
different  cereals,  but  of  all  the  grains,  com  or  maize 
is  the  one  most  preferred.  A  pair  of  Jays  will  pilot 
their  young  ones,  when  able  to  fly.  to  a  cornfield  to 
feed;  and  sometimes  a  good-sized  flock  of  these 
sprightly  birds  may  be  observed  at  work  in  a  corn  field, 
particularly  if  located  along  the  edge  of  a  dense  woods. 
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ITS    ECONOMIC    RELJITIGNS. 

Mr.  P.  E.  L.  Beal,  Biologist,  U.  8.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  has  recently  prepared  and  published  a 
very  interesting  and  valuable  paper  relative  to  **T3ie 
Blue  Jay  and  its  Pood."  This  paper,  based  on  about 
300  examinations  of  "stomachs  collected  in  every 
m<mth  of  the  year  from  22  States,  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  Canada,"  places  the  Jay  in  a  most 
favorable  light. 

MR.   BEAKS   SUMMARY   OF   ITS   FOOD. 

"The  most  etrlkingr  point  In  the  study  of  the  food  of  the  Blue 
Jay  is  the  discrepancy  between  the  testimony  of  field  observers 
concerning:  the  bird's  nest-robbing:  proclivities  and  the  results 
of  atomach  examinations.  The  accusations  of  eating  egg:8  and 
young  birds  are  certainly  not  sustained,  and  It  Is  futile  to  at- 
tempt to  reconcile  the  conflicting  statements  on  this  point,  which 
must  be  left  until  more  accurate  observations  have  been 
made.  Most  of  the  predaceous  beetles  which  It  eats  do  not 
feed  on  other  Insects  to  any  great  extent.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  destroys  some  grasshoppers  and  caterpillars  and  many 
noxious  beetles,  such  as  SCARABAEIDS,  click  beetles 
(ELATERIDS).  weevils  (OURCULJONrDS),  BXTPRE^TIDS, 
CHRYSOMELIDS,  and  TENEBRIONIDS. 

The  Blue  Jay  obtains  its  fruit  from  nature's  orchard  and 
vineyard,  not  from  man's;  com  is  the  only  vegetable  food 
for  which  the  farmer  suffers  any  Iofs  and  here  the  damage 
Is  small.  In  fact,  the  examination  of  nearly  300  stomachs 
shows   that  the  Blue   Jay   does   far  more  good   than   harm." 

WHAT   AUDUBON   LEARNED. 

The  field  observations  of  Audubon,  made  many 
years  ago,  prompted  this  great  natnralist  and  truthful 
authority,  to  write  in  no  complimentary'  words  of  the 
manner  in  which  Jays  delight  to  kill  birds  and  pillage 
the  nests  of  pigeons  and  domesticated  fowls. 
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HE    HUNTS    METHODICALLY. 

It  is  no  unusual  sight,  in  the  summer  time,  to  see 
a  Jay  quietly  slip  from  tree  to  tree  in  a  woods  and 
starting  from  the  lower  limbs  of  each  tree  he  performs 
a  cork-screw-like  inspection  tour  ai^und  the  trunk 
and  along  the  limbs  until  he  has  inspected  the  whole 
tree,  when  he  flits  to  another  leafy  retreat  to  look 
foiT  eggs  or  young  birds,  or  perhaps  some  observers 
may  say,  on  such  occasions,  he  is  only  looking  for 
beetles,  caterpillars,  "bugs,"  wasps  or  flies.  Of  course, 
Mr.  Jay  would  doubtless,  when  on  these  foraging  ex- 
cursions, pick  up  such  forms  of  insect-life  which  would 
please  his  palate,  but  my  belief  is  that  at  these  times 
lie  is  bent  on  mischief  and  want«  eggs  or  nestlings, 
and  this  same  belief,  it  seems,  is  shared  by  Tanagers, 
Orioles,  Flycatchei^s,  Warblers  and  others  of  the 
beneficial  feathered  kind  which  build  their  fragile 
summer  domiciles  in  trees,  for  as  soon  as  a  meddle- 
some Jay  comes  around,  the  other  birds  show  great 
agitation  and  promptly  proceed  to  give  him  battle. 

WHY  DO  THEY  DO  THIS? 

Possibly  some  observers  believe  insect-devouring 
forest  birds  such  as  the  Scarlet  Tanager,  Red-eyed 
Vireo,  the  niiuierous  kinds  of  Warblers  and  other 
sweet-voiced  songsters,  which  make  war  on  the  Jay 
that  comes  about  their  homes,  do  so  because  they  are 
prompted  by  jealousy,  and  fear  the  unwelcome  visitor, 
attired  in  his  showy  coat  of  blue,  with  whitish  waist- 
coat, black  cravat,  and  high,  peaked  hat,  will  catch 
too  many  palatable  insects  aiH>und  their  dwelling 
places.  From  careful  field  observations  of  fully 
twenty  years,  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  these 
gaudily  dressed,  and  saucy,    inquisitive    Jays    make 
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stealthy  raids  in  trees,  etc.,  with  murderous  designs 
in  their  hearts,  and  of  this  the  other  birds  are  well 
aware,  hence  their  cries  of  distress  and  defensive 
actions  in  order  to  save,  from  ruin,  their  fragile  eggs 
and  half-fledged  yonng. 

THEY  KNOW  THEIR  ENEMIES. 

These  several  specie©  of  tree-inhabiting  and  insect- 
devouring  birds,  previously  referred  to,  certainly  are 
not  prompted  by  the  Jay's  superior  size  to  give  him 
battle  when  he  visits  their  domiciles.  If  they  are  wliy 
is  it  that  they  do  not  pitch  into  the  Turkey  Vulture 
which  often  comes  in  their  midst?  It  is,  kind  reader, 
because  years  of  experience  has  proven  that  the  Jay, 
like  some  members  of  the  genus  homo,  arrayed  in  fine 
dress  and  with  insinuating  ways,  is  a  despoiler  of 
homes,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  life  of  the  Turkey 
Buzzard  is  one  of  honesty,  though  extremely  disgust- 
ing and  filthy. 

IS  MR.  JAY  A  FEATHERED  JEKYL  AND  HYDE? 

I  am  disposed  to  believe  after  learning  how  natu- 
ralists— all  of  whom  are  undoubtedly  thoroughly  hon 
est  and  sincere — differ  in  their  statements  of  the  good 
or  harm  which  the  Jay  does,  that  this  bird  may  be 
like  the  changeable  Dr.  Jekyl  and  Mr.  Hyde,  or  per- 
haps he  is  sometimes  not  unlike  the  servant  of  that 
hunted  Huguenot  refugee  Sier  de  la  Tournoire,  Blais«» 
Trepault  by  name,  in  the  play  entitled  "An  Enemy  to 
the  King."  This  lackey  at  times,  as  the  plot  goes, 
fairly  overflows  with  honeyed  words,  kind  acts  and 
godly  sayings,  to  the  great  pleasure  and  ben«*fit  of 
his  hearers;  but  at  other  times,  he  suddenly  changes, 
i\A  it  were,  into  a  hideous  monster  attired  in  showv 
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dress,  he  becomes  violent,  rude  of  tpeech,  sanguinary 
in  acts  and  profane  in  utterance. 

••MORE  LIKE  HIS  DAD  EVERY  DAT." 

When  such  versatility  of  words  and  deportment  ere 
questioned  by  the  fair  French  maid  Jeannotte  of  the 
beautiful  but  faltering  Julie  de  Varion — ^he  answers: 

"My  dear,  I  have  two  hearts  and  dispositions.  When  I 
speak  kindly  or  am  modest  and  so  good  it  is  because  I  am 
following  the  dictations  of  mother's  heart  and  teachings;  but 
when  rude  and  bloodthirsty,  or  wicked  in  my  wants,  my 
words  and  deeds  are  inspired  by  a  plutonlan  father's  heart, 
which  impels  to  acts  black  as  Cimmerian  gloom." 

The  thought  has  occurred  to  the  writer  that  per- 
haps Jays  are  two-hearted  animals,  for  some  observ- 
ers seem  to  have  studied  principally  Jays  with  good 
dispositions  and  mother's  hearts,  while  on  the  other 
hand  investigators,  it  would  appear,  have  been  able 
to  find  Jays  chiefly  of  bad  thoughts,  and  deeds  of  vio- 
lenco,  transmitted,  of  course,  from  vicious  sires,  for, 
most  happily,  it  is  rare  to  find  a  loyal  wife  and  mother, 
true  and  pure,  who  would  teach  her  offspring  to  do  ill. 

THEY  ARE  OMNIVOROUS. 

The  Jays,  like  other  birds  of  the  family,  are  omnivor- 
ous in  their  food-habits.  They  consume  much  vege- 
table food,  such  as  cereals,  mast,  berries  and  fruits; 
their  animal  food  comprises  numerous  insects  and 
their  larvae,  with  spiders,  snails,  lizards,  fish,  tree 
frogs,  mice,  birds  and  eggs.  Considerable  mineral 
matter,  sand,  gravel,  etc.,  is  often  found  in  their  stom- 
achs. 
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SHRIKES   OR   BUTCHER-BIRDS. 

Two  species  and  one  "geographical  race/'  of  Shrikes 
are  found  in  Pennsylvania.  The  name  of  Butcher- 
bird is  applied  to  these  birds  because  of  the  habit 
they  have  of  impaling  prey — insects,  mice,  small  birds, 
etc., — on  thorns  or  sharp  projecting  twigs  of  bushes 
or  trees.  The  insects,  mice  or  birds,  which  they  catch 
and  impale  were  supposed,  by  some  old  writer,  to 
resemble  the  wares  of  the  butcher  on  the  market 
shambles,  hence  the  popular  appellation. 

THE  NORTHERN  SHRIKE. 

This  species,  the  largest  of  the  three  Shrikes  occur- 
ring in  Pennsylvania,  is  found  with  us  only  as  a  winter 
sojourner.  During  its  residence  in  this  region  from 
Noyember  to  April,  it  frequents  briery  thickets,  thorn 
hedges,  and  grassy  fields  near  trees  and  shrubbery. 
The  Northern  Shrike  breeds  beyond  the  Northern 
United  States.  This  bird  as  well  as  the  species  called 
Loggerhead  Shrike,  and  its  very  intimate  relation, 
(specimens  of  which  are  so  nearly  alike  the  typical 
Loggerhead  that  experts  are  unable  at  times  to  dis- 
tinguish the  "race"  from  the  species)  the  "geographical 
race,"  styled  in  common  ornithological  parlance,  the 
White  rumped  Shrike,  are  known,  in  some  sections  of 
our  State  as  the  little  "Gray  Hawk." 

AN  IMPROPER  NAME. 

This  name,  of  course,  is  highly  inappropriate,  as 
Shrikes  are  not  related  to  the  Hawks.  The  name, 
however,  is  given  by  farmers  and  gunners,  who  see 
these  birds  catch  small  birds,  mice,  etc.  During  recent 
years,  or  since  the  English  Sparrow,  our  imported  bird 
nuisance,  has  become  so  alarmingly  abundant  in  the 
18-n 
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cities  and  towns,  Shrikes — ^particularly  the  North«»rn 
Shrike — have  learned  to  visit  lawns,  parks  and  gar- 
dens, and  ivy-covered  buildings,  to  jwey  on  these 
passerine  pests,  which  before  many  years  will  become 
a  serious  menace  to  our  farmers  and  pomologists. 

This  sparrow-devouring  habit  which  the  Shrike  has 
developed  in  recent  years,  has,  fortunately,  w<m  for 
him  the  good  will  of  many,  who,  in  former  years, 
through  ignorance  destroyed  this  bird,  be<*au8e  it  wsis 
alleged,  and  generally  believed  that  the  Shrike  preyed 
on  domesticated  fowls. 

A  BENEFICIAL  SPECIES. 

The  poor  Shrike,  which  gains  a  livelihood  principally 
by  catching  destructive  beetles,  grasshoppers  and  mice, 
was  placed  on  the  black-list  by  farmers  and  poultry- 
raisers,  who,  because  of  insufficient  knowledge,  mis- 
toe^  this  gray-coated  benefactor,  when  he  came  about 
their  premises  to  devour  insidious  foes,  for  one  or  the 
other  of  llu*  two  4>r  thrt^  smaller  spei'ies  of  Hawks 
which  are  fully  described  on  preceding  pages  of  this 
volume. 

THE  I.OOGERHEAD  SHRIKE. 

This  bird  is  noticeably  smaller  than  its  cousin,  the 
Northern  Shrike,  which  is  so  named  because  it  rears 
its  young  in  boreal  regions  where  at  the  close  of  the 
fleeting  arctic  summer  it  is  compelled,  with  its  pro- 
geny, to  migrate  southward  where  it  can  find  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  desirable  food. 

A   SUMMER   BIRD  HERE. 

The  Tvoggerhead  is  a  common  summer  bird  in  many 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  particularly  in  the  nc'-thwest- 
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ern  end  of  the  State  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Erie,  a 
short  di8tan(»e  from  the  busy  city  of  Erie. 

FEEDS    ON    INSECTS. 

This  species  feeds  chiefly  on  insects;  particularly 
<?rassho[)per8  and  j^round-iuhabitin^  btH^tle^.  Tliey 
destroy  a  good  many  May  beetles,  mice,  and  some  small 
birds.  Occasionally  they  kill,  I  have  been  told,  English 
Rparrows;  but  their  attacks  on  sparrows  and  other 
small  birds  are  much  less  frequent  than  is  the  case 
with  the  Great  Northern  Shrike. 

SOMETIMES   TRY    TO    KILL   CHICKS. 

I  have  on  two  or  three  occasions  been  infonned  by 
farmere  that  Butcher-birds  (said  to  be  the  Tx)ggerhead 
species)  had  been  seen  to  make  attempts  to  catcli 
young  chickens  but  a  few  days  old.  It  is,  however,  a 
rare  thing  for  one  of  these  birds  to  make  an  attack 
on  young  chickens,  and  I  think,  it  can  be  stated,  with 
absolute  safety,  that  all  the  Shrikes  that  have  been  in 
Pennsylvania  during  the  past  ten  years  have  not  com- 
mitted depredations  in  the  poultry  yards  which  would 
amount  to  five  dollars. 
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NORTHERN  RAVEN. 

Corvus  corax  principalis. 

DESCRIPTION. 

size  larfi^e;  entire  plumage  of  grlossy  black  with  purplish 
reflections;  feathers  of  throat  lengthened,  disconnected  and 
pointed;  bill  large,  and  like  the  feet  and  legs  its  color  is  black. 
The  eyes  are  dark  brown;  length,  about  2  feet;  extent  4  feet 
or  more. 

HoftiCcU.— Northern  North  America,  from  Greenland  to 
Alaska,  south  to  British  Cdlumbia,  Canada,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  West  Virginia,  etc. 

This,  the  largest  bird  of  its  family  occurring  in 
Pennsjlyania,  is  found  here  as  a  resident  In  the 
summer  season  Ravens  rarely  leave  their  native 
heather  where,  in  a  region  abounding  in  stately  forest 
monarchs  and  precipitous  rocky  cliffs,  they  can  rest  in 
comparative  safety  from  enemies,  especially  man 
whom  they  dread  tlie  most  of  all. 

MUST   WATCH   THE    FOX. 

Sometimes  when  Ravens  nest  on  rocky  ledges  or  in 
caverns  in  the  mountains,  as  they  do  very  often,  their 
eggs  or  voung  are  taken  by  Foxes  or  Wildcats.  If 
Ravens  build  in  a  locality  which  they  find  is  accessible 
to  the  cunning  Fox  or  sneaking  Wildcat  they  abandon 
the  place,  and  if  no  suitable  nesting  site  can  be  found 
on  some  high  rocky  place  inaccessible  to  these  and 
other  carnivorous  animals,  they  build  high  up  in  tall 
trees,  selecting  usually  the  white  pine. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGOS. 

The  nest  of  the  Raven  is  a  rude  structure  composed 
largely  of  sticks,  twigs,  moss  and  bark. 
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When  built  under  the  riielter  of  overhanging  rocks 
much  less  effort  is  made  to  construct  a  nest  than  is 
done  when  their  home  is  placed  high  up  in  some  tall 
pine  or  other  large  forest  tree.  The  eggs  are  usually 
4  or  5  in  number;  they  measure  about  2  inches  long  by 
1.30  inches  in  width.  Their  color  is  "greenish,  dotted, 
blotched  and  clouded  with  neutral  tints,  purplish  and 
blackish-bpowns." 

THEY   RAISE   ONE    BROOD. 

Ravens,  like  other  birds  of  their  family,  raise  but 
one  brood  of  young  in  a  year.  However,  if,  by  some 
mishap,  their  nest  or  eggs  are  destroyed  they  will  nest 
again. 

LIKE  ONE    NESTING    PLACE. 

The  Raven,  like  the  piratical  Bald  Eagle,  will  return 
year  after  year  to  the  same  nesting  place. 

There  is  near  Zerby  station,  in  Centre  county,  a  sec- 
tion, by  the  way,  which  is  noted  for  the  number  and 
high  degree  of  excellence  of  the  brainy  Governors  it 
has  produced,  a  high  point  on  one  of  the  mountain 
range®,  which  is  made  np  of  immense  bowlders  which 
weigh  tons  and  tons.  The  place  is  practically  inacces- 
sible. Here,  for  fifteen  years  past,  a  pair  of  croaking 
Ravens  have  annually  raised  their  families. 

LEFT  IN  SORROW  AND  DISGUST. 

At  Glen  Union,  Clinton  county,  a  pair  of  very  foxy 
Ravens,  for  three  or  four  consecutive  years  to  my 
knowledge,  every  spring  reared  a  nestful  of  young  on 
a  high  rocky  bluff  along  the  Susquehanna  river. 
About  two  years  ago,  a  venturesome  boy,  after  con- 
siderable hard  work,  climbed  to  the  nest  and  got  a 
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pair  of  the  young  birds,  which  were  about  ready  to 

fly. 

When  the  old  Ravens  saw  their  home  invaded  they 
flew  off  and  gave  vent  to  their  sorrow  by  harsh  cries. 
After  the  daring  boy  with  his  feathered  captives 
reached  the  river  bank,  the  old  birds  came 
back  to  the  nesting  site  in  the  lichen  covered  rocks, 
where  doubtless  for  many  generations  their  ancestors 
had  bred,  and  both  the  birds  with  evidences  of  sorrow, 
anger  and  disgust  such  as  only  childless  Ravens  can 
show,  tore  up  the  nest,  dropping  sticks,  etc.,  over  the 
hanging  cliff,  and  after  making  a  few  circles  over  the 
place  and  saying  a  whole  lot  of  bad  things  in  Raven 
dialect,  they  retired  and  no  Ravens  have  since  been 
seen  about  the  ill-fated  place. 

'•QT^OTH  THE  RAVEN.  NEVERMORE." 

This  pair  of  ebony-colorod  croakei^  were  evidently 
not  of  the  common  everyday  plebeian  type  of  Ravens 
which  one  is  accustomed  to  see  in  the  mountain  fast- 
nesses. They  were,  no  doubt,  direct  descendants  from 
the  wise  phutoniau  bird  which  years  ago  perched  on 
the  bust  of  Pallas  over  the  doci^way  of  the  atelier  of 
Edgar  Allen  Poe,  and  prompted  that  talented  and 
gifted  writer  of  weird  ])()etrv  and  tales  to  ])en  the 
famous  stanzas  on  "The  Raven."  That  these  birds 
were  lineal  descendants  of  this  Raven  there  can  be  little 
room  for  doubt,  as  a  venerable  woodsman  who  was 
thoi*oughly  familiar  with  Raven  dialect  attested  with 
great  assurance  to  the  fact  that  he  had  distinctly  heard 
these  sorrowing  and  angry  birds  as  they  tossed  the 
dead  sticks,  faded  mosses,  etc.,  over  the  dizzy  height 
repeat  the  word  that  Poe,  fifty  years  ago,  had  placed 
in  the  mouth  of  their  famous  ancestor — *^evermore.*' 
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ITS    DISTRIBUTION    IN    PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Raven  occurs  regularly  in  the  following  coun- 
ties where  it  breeds  in  suitable  localities. 

Bradford,  Forest, 

Blair,  Franklin, 

Columbia,  Lycoming, 

Cambria,  Lackawanna, 

Clinton,  Luzerne, 

Cameron,  Pike, 

Clearfield,  Potter, 

Centre,  Sullivan, 

Elk,  '             Tioga, 
Wayne. 

This  bird  probably  may  also  breed  in  some  other 
counties,  where  it  undoubtedly  is  found  as  a  casual 
visitor  or  straggler. 
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COMMON  GROW. 
Corvos  americanus. 

DESSCRIPnON. 

Bill,  legs  and  feet  blitck;  iris  brown;  plumage  glossy  black 
with  violet  reflections,  brightest  on  wIng-coverts,  tall  and  back; 
top  of  head  frequently  without  metallic  tint — young  usually 
dull  black.  The  male  is  larger  than  the  female,  and  measures 
about  nineteen  inches  in  length  and  thirty-eight  inches  in  ex- 
tent. 

Habitat, — North  America  froim  the  Fur  countries  to  Mexico. 

The  Crow  readily  reoognissed  by  its  large  size  and 
glossy  black  plumage  is  a  common  resident  of  Pennsyl- 
vania during  all  months  of  the  year. 

This  species  ranges  throughout  different  portions 
of  North  America,  but  is  found  chiefly  in  the  eastern 
United  States.  In  this  locality  the  Crow  commences 
nest-building  in  the  latter  part  of  April;  both  sexes 
engage  in  this  work  which  is  completed  in  from  three 
to  five  days. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

The  nest,  a  very  bulky  structure,  measuring  about 
twenty  inches  in  diameter  and  ten  inches  in  depth,  is 
made  up  of  sticks,  twigs,  bark,  leaves,  etc.  It  is  built 
usually  in  an  oak,  chestnut  or  other  tree  in  an  unfre- 
quented woods;  nests  are  sometimes  placed  in  low 
trees  or  bushes  in  cedar  thickets.  The  eggs  vary 
greatly  in  size  and  color;  four  to  six  in  number;  length 
about  1.65  by  U9  inches  in  width;  light-greenisih, 
spotted  brown  and  black  with  purplish  tints.  The 
note  of  this  v/ell-known  bird  is  a  loud  harsh  caw.  Dur- 
ing the  early  spring,  fall  and  winter  months  this  spec- 
ies is  gregarious;  flaiks  numbering  from  fifty  to  sev 
eral  hun<lred  individuals  are  frequently  observed  sc^t- 
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tered  over  the  fields,  meadows,  aloug  the  highways,  or 
in  the  woods  searching  for  food.  At  night  these  birds 
resort  in  great  nun^bers  to  favorite  roosting  places, 
snch  as  pine  fw^sts,  cedar  thickets,  etc. 

WILL  EAT  EGGS  AND  POULTRY. 

In  the  late  spring  and  summer,  Crows  are  partku* 
larly  destructive  to  young  poultry,  and  the  egg»  and 
young  of  small  wild  birds;  frequently  nests  of  domes- 
ticated fowls,  especially  guineas  and  turkeys  that  often 
wander  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  farm  house 
to  lay,  are  also  pillaged.  These  birds,  as  every  farmer 
is  well  aware,  commit  more  or  less  mischief  in  corn 
fields. 

Although  the  Cih)w  will  rob  the  nest  of  any  small 
bird  which  he  can  get  at,  the  nests  of  the  Robin,  Wood 
Thrush,  Catbird,  Meadow  Lark  and  Dove  are  the  ones 
I  have  usually  seen  disturbed.  The  injury  which  the 
Crow  occasions  by  his  egg-sucking,  bird-devouring 
habits  is,  it  is  affirmed  by  eminent  authorities,  more 
than  compensated  by  the  large  numbers  of  noxious 
insects  and  mammals  which  he  devours. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  when  a  pair  of 
Crows,  in  the  breeding  season,  get  in  the  habit  of  vis- 
iting the  farm  yard  to  catch  young  chickens  and  steal 
eggs,  they  will  do  considerable  damage.  Such  visitors, 
like  bad  individuals  of  the  human  race,  which  are 
found  in  nearly  every  community,  should  be  checked 
ijQ  their  evil  careei^g.  So  far  as  the  Crows  are  con- 
cerned, this  can  be  best  accomplished  by  the  use  of 
either  a  good  shot  gun  or  an  egg  dosed  with  a  little 
strychnine.  Their  nest,  which  is  usually  to  be  found 
in  a  woods  near  the  place  where  the  thieving  practices 
are  carried  on,  should  also  be  destroyed,  particularly 
if  it  contains  young. 
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FI8H  CROW. 
Corvus  ossifragus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Smaller  than  the  Common  Crow.  Glossy  black  with  grreen 
and  violet  reflections;  the  grloss  of  head,  neck  and  belly  grreen; 
bill  and  feet  black;  iris  brown.  Length  fourteen  to  sixteen 
inches:   leng-th  of  extended   win^  about  thirty-two  inches. 

Habitat. — Atlantic  coast,  from  Long:  Island  to  Florida.  Along 
Delaware  and  Susquehanna  ri\'ers. 

Tlie  Fish  Grow  is  a  common  and  abundant  resident 
during  all  seasons  about  the  maritime  districts  of  mo«t, 
or,  perhai)8,  all  the  southern  states.  Accoi'ding  to 
Audubon  this  species  migrates  northward  in  April  and 
ascends  the  Delaware  river  in  Pennsylvania,  to  nearly 
its  source,  but  on  the  approach  of  cold  weather  returns 
to  its  southern  winter  quarters.  This  bird  is  also 
found  in  summer  along  the  Susquehanna  river  from 
T-arica8ter  county  southward. 

BREEDS  NEAR  PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr.  Thos.  Gentry,  writing  in  1877,  says  he  has  ob- 
served the  Fish  Crow  nesting  along  the  water  courses 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia.  The  nest  and 
eggs  of  this  bird,  although  smaller,  cannot  with  ab^ 
solute  certainty  be  distinguished  from  those  of  the 
Common  Ci'ow.  Small-sized  eggs  of  Crows  like  skins 
of  under-sized  Crows  can  be  labelled  *^8h  Crow"  and 
few  [)eople  will  recognize  the  difference.  The  Fish 
Oow,  like  the  preceding  species,  builds  in  trees. 

ITS  VOICE. 

The  voice  of  the  Fish  Crow,  as  Wilson  says,  is  very 
different  from  that  of  the  Common  Crow%  being  more 
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hoarse  and  guttural,  uttered  as  if  something  had 
lodged  in  the  throat.  Audubon  describes  the  common 
note  of  this  bird  with  the  syllables  ha,  ha,  hae,  fre- 
(juently  repeated. 

WILL  TAKE   DUCKLINGS. 

The  Fish  Crow  will  sometimes  pick  up  young  ducks 
of  both  wild  and  domesticated  kinds,  and  they  also 
pillage  the  nests  of  Mudhens  and  other  aquatic  birds. 
They  visit  shallow  waters  and  feed  on  small-sized  fish 
which  they  capture.  They  eat  mussels  and  sometimes 
when  endeavoring  to  extract  the  flesh  of  the  bivalve 
from  its  hard  enclosure,  the  bird  is  caught  by  the  bill 
and  held  a  helpless  prisoner. 

WHAT  AUDUBON  SAYS  OF  ITS  FOOD  HABITS. 

In  referring  to  the  food  of  this  bird  Aubudon  writes 
substantially  as  follows: 

While  aearchlnff  for  food,  these  birds  hover  at  a  moderate 
height  over  the  water;  but  when  they  rise  in  the  air,  to  amuse 
themselves,  they  often  reach  a  great  elevation.  Like  the  Com- 
mon Crow,  the  Fish  Crow  robs  other  birds  of  their  eggs  and 
young.  They  also  prey  upon  the  Fiddler-crab,  which  they 
pursue  and  dig  out  of  the  tmuddy  burrows  into  which  they  re- 
tire at  the  approach  of  danger.  Small  fry  are  easily  secured 
with  their  claws  as  they  fly  close  over  the  water's  surface, 
from  which  they  also  pick  up,  like  Gulls,  any  sort  of  garbage 
suited  to  their  appetite;  sometimes  they  will  pursue  and  at- 
tack the  smaller  Ternfl  and  Gulls  to  force  them  to  disgorge 
the  small  fish  that  they  have  captured.  Fish  Crows  are  able 
to  capture  live  flsh  with  considerable  dexterity,  but  cannot 
feed  on  the  wing.  During  the  winter  and  spring  the  Fish 
Crows  are  very  fond  of  feeding  on  many  kinds  of  berries.  As 
spring  advances,  and  the  early  fruits  ripen.  Fish  Crows  become 
fond  of  the  mulberry,  and  select  the  choicest  of  the  ripe  figs, 
more  earcclally  when  they  are  feeding  their  young.  A  dozen 
are  often  Feen  at  a  time,  searching  for  the  tree  which  has  the 
best  figs,  and  so  troublesome  do  they  b€K?ome  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Charleston,  that  it  is  found  necessary  to  sta- 
tion a  man  near  a  fig  tree  with  a  gun.  They  also  eat  pears, 
as  well  as  various  kinds  of  huckleberries. 
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BLUE  JAY. 

Cyanodtta  crista ta. 

DESCRIPTION 

Head  crested;  bill  rather  slender;  length  about  twelve  inches; 
extent  about  seventeen;  bill  and  legs  black;  eyes  brown;  crest 
and  ivpper  back  a  light  purplish-blue;  wings  and  tail  bright 
blue;  lower  parts  whitish  and  grayish  white,  crossed  on  lower 
throat  by  a  black  collar  which  unites  with  black  feathers  on 
sides  of  head  and  crest;  narrow  frontal  line  and  lores  back. 

Habitat— ISastern  North  America  to  the  plains,  and  from  the 
Pur  countries  south  to  Florida  and  eastern  Texas.  Resident 
In  Pennsylvania. 

The  Blue  Jay  is  found  in  Pennsylvania  during  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  but  in  the  autumn  and  summer 
months  this  species  is  more  plentiful  than  at  other  per- 
iods. This  beautiful  bird  is  an  inhabitant  chietly  of 
the  forests.  During  the  breeding  season  Jays  usually 
associate  in  pairs,  but  in  the  late  summer  and  autumn 
it  is  not  unusual  to  find  them  in  small  fiocks. 

THE  NEST  AND   EGGS. 

Both  sexes  engage  in  nest-building,  which,  in  this 
latitude,  is  begun  about  the  20th  of  April.  A  nest 
which  I  saw  the  birds  building  was  completed  in  about 
five  days.  The  nest,  a  strong  bulky  structure',  com- 
posed chiefly  of  twigs  and  fine  roots,  is  placed  com- 
monly in  a  tree  in  the  woods;  sometimes,  though  rarely 
in  this  locality,  nests  are  built  in  low  bushes.  The 
eggs,  four  to  six  in  number,  mostly  five,  are  greenish 
or  brownish  gray,  spotted  with  brown.  Length  about 
1.15  inches,  width  .84  of  an  inch.  In  Florida  the  Blue 
Jay  nests  some  five  or  pix  weeks  earlier  than  in  this 
latitude;  at  least  I  suppose  this  to  be  the  case,  as  I  have 
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seen  these  birds  oollecting  stieks,  etc.,  as  early  as  the 
first  week  in  March. 

9UCK  HENS'  EGGS  AND  KILL.  BIRDS. 

The  Blue  Jay  and  also  the  "Scmb  Jay^^  (Aphdoooma 
flortdana\  are  in  bad  repute  among  the  Florida  farm- 
ers, from  the  fact  that  they,  (particularly  the  "Scrub 
Jay")  suck  the  eggs  of  chickens.  They  also  eat  the 
eggs  of  many  kinds  of  wild  birds  and.  whenever  a  good 
chance  offers  they  will  attack  and  kill  the  young  of 
their  feathered  neighbors. 

WHAT    A    MASSACHUSETTS    NATURAUST    SAYS. 

In  reference  to  the  food  of  the  Blue  Jay,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Samuels  writes  as  follows: 

"Its  food  is  more  varied  than  that  of  almost  any  other  bird 
that  we  have.  In  winter  the  berries  of  the  cedar,  barberry,  or 
blackthorn,  with  the  few  eggs  or  cocoons  of  insects  that  it  is 
able  to  find,  constitute  its  chief  sustenance.  In  early  sprlner 
the  opening  buds  of  shrubs,  caterpillars  and  other  insects,  af- 
ford it  a  meaerre  diet.  Later  in  the  spring  and  through  the 
greater  part  of  mnnmer,  the  eggs  and  young  of  the  smaller 
birds  constitute  its  chief  food,  varied  by  a  few  insects  and 
early  berries.  Later  in  the  sumimer  and  in  early  autumn, 
small  fruits,  grains  and  a  few  insects  afford  it  a  bountiful  pro- 
vender; and  later  in  the  autumn  when  the  frosts  have  burst 
open  the  burs  of  chestnuts  and  beechnuts  and  exposed  the 
brown  ripe  fruit  to  view,  these  form  a  palatable  and  accepta* 
ble  food,  and  a  large  share  of  these  delicious  nuts  fall  to  the 
portion  of  these  busy  and  garrulous  birds." 

STATEMENTS  FROM   OTHER   OBSERVERS. 

Mr.  p.  E.  L.  Beal  in  his  paper  on  "The  Blue  Jay;  and 
Its  Food,"  publishes  the  following  paragraphs  from 
three  reliable  field  observers  which  show  plainly  that 
the  Blue  Jay  deliphts  to  suck  eggs  and  carry  off  young 
birds: 
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"Mr.  Honry  M.  Berry,  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  claims  to  have 
seen  Blue  Jays  suck  tho  contents  of  four  eggs  oT  the  wood 
thrush  while  the  old  bird  was  only  a  few  feet  distant  doing 
its  best  to  drivie  them  away." 

"Mr.  B.  F.  Goss,  of  Pewaukee,  Wis.,  declares  that  they  are 
the  worst  robbers  of  all,  and  that  their  destruction  of  the 
eggs  and  young  of  small  birds  is  appalling." 

"Mr.  T.  J.  Bull,  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  writes:  While  standing 
on  the  observatory  on  Hot  Spring  Mountain,  I  saw  beneath 
me  a  pair  of  Red  birds  chirping  In  great  distress,  and  also 
noticed  a  Blue  Jay  fly  away.  Upon  looking  more  closely,  I 
discovered  a  nest  with  one  young  bird  in  It.  •  •  •  In  abooit 
half  an  hour  the  jay  returned  to  the  nest,  picked  up  the  young 
bird,  and  flew  away  with  it." 

Mr.  F.  E.  L.  Beal,  Biologist  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,.  has  examined  the 
stom^'iehs  of  nearly  I>00  Blue  Jays,  with  a  result  which 
justifies  him  in  stating  that  this  species  "certainly  does 
far  more  good  than  hann." 

The  careful  inevstigations  made  by  Mr.  Beul  showed 
that  in  "292  stomachs  eoll(K*ted  in  every  month  of  the 
year  fi-om  twenty-two  states  and  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," the  fcod  consisted  "of  24.3  per  cent,  of  animal  mal- 
ter  and  75.7  per  cent,  of  vegetable  matter  or  a.  trifle 
moi*e  than  three  times  as  mucli  vegetable  as  animal." 
The  animal  food  Mr.  Beal  states 

Chiefly  made  up  of  Insects,  with  a  few  spiders,  myriapods. 
snails  and  small  vertebrates,  such  as  flsh,  salamanders,  tree 
frogrs,  mice  and  birds  *  *  but  remains  of  birds  were  found  in 
only  two,  and  the  shells  of  small  bird's  eggs  in  three  of  the  292 
stomachs  *  *  *  Shells  of  eggs  which  were  identified  as  those 
of  domesticated  fowls,  or  some  bird  of  equal  size,  were  found 
in  eleven  stomachs." 

Mr.  Beal  also  found  that 

"The  great  bulk  of  the  insect  food  consists  of  beetles,  grass- 
hopers  and  caterpillars,  with  a  few  bugs,  wasps  and  flies,  and 
an  occasional  spider  and  myrlapod." 
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ITS  VEGETABLE  FOOD. 


Mr.  Beal  found  the  following  vegetable  substances 
in  the  stomachs  of  Blue  Jays: 

Grain  and  mnist. — Corn,  wlieat,.  oats,  buckwheat, 
iicoms,  ch<»Htnuts,  beechnuts,  hazhnuts,  sumac  (Rhus), 
knotweed  (Polygonum),  sorrel  (liumex). 

Fruit  and  miscellaneous. — Apples,  strawberries,  cur- 
rants (Ribes  rubrum),  blackbernes  (Rubus),  mulberries 
(Morus),  blueberries  (Vaccinium),  huckleberries  (Gay- 
lusy^cia),  wild  chen  ies  (Prnuus  serotina),  choke-cher- 
ries (Prunus  virginiana),  wild  grapes  (Vitis  oordifolia), 
service  berries  (Anielanchier  canadensis),  elderberries 
(Sambucus  canadensis),  »our-gum  berries  (Nyssa  aqua- 
tic»a),  hawthorn  (Crataegus),  chikeberries  (Aronia  ar- 
l)utifoIia),poke  berries  (Phytolacca  decandra),  oak  galls, 
mushrooms,  tubers. 
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THE  SHRIKES. 

These  birds,  liKriuded  In  the  family  Laniidaey  on  account  of 
their  curious  habits  are  so  often  mistaken  for  the  smaller 
species  of  hawks.  This  error  frequently  leads  farmers  and 
sportsmen  as  well  as  poultry  raisers  to  slay  these  beneficial 
birds  when  they  come  about  their  premises  to  hunt  mice,  in- 
sects, etc.  As  previously  stated,  although  Shrikes  have  been 
known  to  attack  and  kill  the  young  of  domesticated  fowls,  the 
damage  they  do  in  this  line  is  very  trivial.  They  kill  various 
kinds  of  wild  birds,  but  the  species  which  they  destroy  are 
chiefly  those  of  the  Sparrow  family. 

Concerning  these  birds  Dr.  Elliott  Coues,  one  of  the  most 
able  ornithological  authorities  in  America  says:  "Shrikes  are 
bold  and  spirited  birds,  quarrelsome  among  themselves,  and 
tyrannical  toward  weaker  species;  in  fact,  their  nature  seemed 
as  rapacious  as  that  of  the  true  birds  of  prey.  They  are  carni- 
vorous, feeding  on  insects  and  such  small  birds  and  quad- 
rupeds as  they  can  capture  and  overpower;  many  instances 
have  been  noted  of  their  dashing  attacks  upon  cage-birds,  and 
their  reckless  pursuit  of  other  species  under  circumstances  that 
cost  them  their  own  lives.  But  the  most  remarkable  fact  in 
the  natural  history  of  the  Shrikes  is  their  singular  and  inex- 
plicable habit  of  Impaling  their  prey  on  thorns  or  sharp  twigs, 
and  leaving  it  sticking  there.  This  has  occasioned  many  In- 
genious surmises,  none  of  which,  however,  are  satisfactory." 
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GREAT  NORTHERN  SHRIKE. 
Lanius  borealis. 

DESC?RIPnON. 

Liensrth  about  ten  and  one-half  inches;  extent  about  four- 
teen; tail  about  four  and  three-fourths;  above  pale  bluish-gray, 
whitening  on  upper  tail-coverts  and  scapulars;  and  some  speci- 
mens ha\e  upper  parts  faintly  tinged  with  pale  rusty;  below 
whitish  (sometimes  tinged  with  pale  brown),  breast  and  sides 
"waved"  with  dusky  or  grayish  lines;  lores  and  a  broad  streak 
back  of  eye  blaok;  wings  and  tail  blackish;  the  primaries  (large 
wing  quills)  are  white  from  base  to  about  half  their  length; 
nearly  all  tail  feathers  have  white  tips  and  outer  webs  of  lat- 
eral ones  are  white. 

HaMla^— Northern  North  America,  south  In  the  winter  to  thf* 
middle  portions  of  United  States  (Washington,  D.  C,  K^^ntucky. 
Kansas,  Colorado,  Arizona,  etc.). 

This  species  although  recorded  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Turn 
bull,  as  a  summer  resident  "on  the  mountain  ridges  of 
the  All(^enies,"  do<?s  not,  I  am  quite  positive,  evei* 
breed  within  our  limits.  The  Shrike  or  Butcher-bird 
which  rears  its  family  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  common, 
particularly  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  Com- 
monwealtii,i8  tlie  Loggerhead  which  in  many  instances 
is  mistaken  for  its  larjrer  and  more  powerful  relative, 
which  in  the  summer  season  retires  usually  beyond  the 
northern  United  States  to  rear  its  young. 

The  Northern  Shrike  is  more  frequently  met  with  in 
the  upper  than  the  lower  half  of  Pennsylvania  where 
it  is  found  as  a  winter  sojourner  from  November  to 
April.  It  frequents  briery  thickets,  thorn  hedges,  and 
grassy  fields  near  trees  and  bushes.  Birds  of  this 
species  sometimes  visit  towns  and  prey  on  English 
Sparrows.  Shrikes  feed  chiefly  on  grasshoppers  and 
beetles,  and  when  these  are  not  easily  obtained  they 
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subsist  on  mice,  moles  and  small  birds.  The  Northern 
Shrike,  assassin-like,  will  conceal  himself  in  bushes  and 
imitate  fhe  cries  of  other  birds  in  distress,  and  when 
they  come  suflicieutly  near  his  ambush  he  will,  to  their 
great  ooneternation,  fly  into  their  midst  and  seize  one 
of  their  number.  He  has  been  known  to  capture 
Robin,  Snow-birds  (Juneos)  and  other  kinds  of  Spar- 
rows in  this  way. 
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IXK>GEKHEAD  SHRIKE. 
LaniuB  ludovicianus. 

DDSCRIPnON. 

L«en£rth,  about  eigrht  and  one-half  inchee;  extent,  eleven  and 
one-half;  tall,  four;  above  slate-colored;  scapulars,  rump,  and 
upper  tall  coverts  lighter.  Below  white;  pale  grayish  on  sides; 
Some  specimens  have  lower  parts  partly  waved  with  dusky  l.nes, 
but  others,  especially  full-plumaged  adults,  lack  these  lines; 
feathers  about  nostrils,  lores,  broad  streak  back  of  eye,  and  below 
the  eye  a1«o,  likewise  bill  and  legs  (old  birds),  are  black.  The 
wings  and  tail  are  black;  tips  of  secondaries  (second  size  quills 
of  wings)  and  basal  half  of  primaries  (large  wing  quills) 
white.  Tall  feathers  as  in  the  Northern  Shrike  are  marked 
with  white. 

HcLbitaU — More  southern  portions  of  Eastern  United  Spates; 
north  regularly  to  Southern  Illinois,  Central  Ohio,  Northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania,  etc.  In  Eastern  and  Central  Pennsylvania, 
this  species  and  also  the  variety  called  White-rumped  is  seldom 
met  with. 

The  Loggerhead  Shrike  is  a  common  summer  bird 
in  Erie  and  Crawford  counties.  It  is  said  to  breed  also 
in  Lawrence,  Mercer  and  some  other  of  the  counties  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  The  following  remarks  con- 
cerning this  Butcher-bird,  as  it  it  beet  known  to  farm- 
ers and  poultrers  in  the  Erie  region,  are  taken  from 
my  note  book. 

"Erie  City,  May  20,  1889.  To-day  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Sennett  and  I 
drove  out  a^bout  three  miles  east  of  the  city;  and  on  the  road 
shot  three  adult  Shrikes  (two  males  and  female),  and  secured 
their  nests  and  youngr. 

THE  NEST,   EX3G5  AND  YOUNG. 

Both  nests  were  built  in  thorn  trees.  One  nesrt  Im  a  field 
near  the  edgre  of  a  woods  contained  four  youngr,  two  or  three 
days  old.  and  two  eggs.  The  other  neet  was  situated  about 
four  and  a  half  feet  from  the  ground,  directly  over  a  cow- 
path  in  a  meadow;  it  had  evidently  been  disturbed  as  it  was 
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Insecurely  placed,  being  partly  turned  over.  This  nest,  con- 
taining two  half-fledged  males,  was  composed  almost  entirely' 
of  plant-fiber  and  chicken  feathers;  a  few  small  twige  only 
being  on  the  outside.  It  measures  inside  of  cavity  four  and 
one-half  inches  wide  and  two  and  a  half  inches  in  depth. 

"Erie,  May  21,  1889.  To-day  Mr.  Sennet t  and  I  found  three 
nests  of  Shrikes  east  of  this  city.  They  all  were  built  in  thorn 
or  wild  crab  apple  trees  along  the  roadside  and  were  from 
ten  to  twelve  feet  above  the  ground.  One  nest  contained  five 
fresh  eggs;  parent  bird  sitting  on  nest.  When  I  was  securing 
this  nest  and  eggs  the  old  birds  flew  near  me  uttering  sharp, 
rasping  cries.  The  eggs  four,  five  or  six  in  number  are  white 
spotted  with  light  brown,  purplish  or  olive;  they  measure 
about  .97  long  by  .72  of  an  inch  wide. 

THEY   SQUEAK  LIKE  MICE. 

"The  notes  of  young  Shrikes  are  not  unlike  the  squeak  of  a 
mouse.  Indeed,  my  friend,  Mr.  Sennett,  yesterday,  when  I  was 
killing  the  young  we  hdd  captured,  stepped  on  a  strap,  and 
hearing  the  squeaky  voices  of  the  birds  in  my  hand  thought 
at  first  that  he  had  trod  on  a  mouse.  When  taking  the  nests 
which  contained  young  the  old  Shrikes  were  quite  bold,  and 
when  the  squeaky  cries  of  their  children  were  heard  they  flew 
directly  at  my  head,  but  on  finding  it  Impossible  to  drive  me 
away  by  these  attacks  they  alighted  close  by,  and  remain«d 
silent  witnesses  to  the  despoliation  of  their  treasures,  which 
were  soon  secured  by  me  for  the  State  Museum,  and  then 
both  the  parent  birds  were  shot." 

WHERE  THEY  WATCH  FOR  PREY. 

When  feeding  these  birds  repair  to  fence-powe  or 
hedges,  bushes  in  fields  and  along  the  margins  of 
woods  and  thickets;  they  also  frequent  grass  fields 
and  meadows  and  perch  on  fences,  dead  branches  of 
trees  and  bushes,  or  on  tall  weeds.  Prom  these  com- 
manding and  elevated  watching  places  they  readily 
discover  grasshoppei-s,  large  ground  inhabiting  bee- 
tles and  small  mammals  which  form  the  chief  part  of 
their  menu.  Shrikes,  like  TUackbirds  and  Grows  often 
visit  plowed  grounds  in  quest  of  insects,  mice,  etc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


293 

THP  WHITE-RUMPBD  SHRIKE. 

The  race  kiiown  as  the  White-rumped  Shrike, 
(Lanius  Itidavicianua  eoceubUorides),  is  very  similar  to 
the  Loggerhead,  from  which  it  differs  chiefly  in  being 
paler  above,  more  like  the  Northern  Shrike,  and  with 
more  whitish  on  nimp  and  upper  tail  coverts;  and  it 
is  stated  that  the  wings,  tail  and  tarsus  (ankle)  aver- 
age a  little  longer,  and  the  bill  is  a  trifle  smaller  than 
in  the  Loggerhead. 
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BLACKBIRDS. 

Crow  Blackbirds  belong:  to  the  family  leUridae  which  In- 
cludes also  the  Orioles.  Bob-o-link.  or  Reed  bird,  Cow  Bunting, 
Rusty  Grackle,  Red-winged  and  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
and  Meadow  Lark.  In  Pennsylvania  we  have  only  nine  species 
and  one  geographica]  race  of  this  family,  which  is  a  sort  of  con- 
necting link  between  the  Crows  and  the  Sparrows.  The  Cow 
Bunting  or  Cow  Blackbird  Is  the  only  species  In  the  State 
which  builds  no  nest  or  makes  no  effort  to  look  after  its  young. 
It  is  a  veritable  feathered  parasite,  with  no  musical  ability. 
Cow  Blackbirds  never  mate;  fhey  are  polygamous,  and  are  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year  seen  in  flocks.  Like  the  Cuckoos  of 
the  Old  World  the  Cow  Blackbird  drops  her  eggs  in  the  nests 
of  other  birds,  such  as  Orioles,  Warblers,  Scarlet  Tanager, 
Song  Sparrow,  Chlw)y,  Vlreos,  etc. 
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COMMON  OEOW  BLACKBIRD. 

QuiscaluB  qiiiscula. 

DE3SCRIPTION. 

Bill  Btout  and  about  sus  long  as  head;  bill  and  feet  black;  iris 
yellow.  In  life  may  be  recognized  by  the  V-shaped  tall,  so 
cone»picuous  when  flying.  H)eadl  and  neck  all  well  defined 
steel-blue,  the  rest  of  the  body  T\ith  varied  reflections  of 
bronze,  golden,  green,  copper  and  purple,  the  latter  tnost  con- 
spicuous, especially  on  tall,  the  tail  coverts  and  wings. 

^MicUe.— Similar,  but  smaller  and  duller,  with  more  green  on 
the  head. 

Fcmn^.— Very  similar  to  female.  The  eyes  of  young  birds  are 
brown. 

Male, — Measures  about  thirteen  inches  long  and  eighteen 
inches  in  extent. 

J7aMta<.— Atlantic  States,  from  Florida  to  Long  Island. 
Common  sununer   resident  in   Pennsylvania. 

It  can  safely  be  said  that  of  the  numerous  represen- 
tatives of  the  aviipi  tribe  abounding  throughout  this 
great  Commonwealth,  no  species  is  more  abundant  or 
familiarly  known  than  is  the  subject  of  this  article, 
Early  in  the  month  of  March  this  species  arrives  in 
Pennsylvania  in  large-sized  flocks  from  their  winter- 
ing resorts,  viz:  Virginia,  the  Oarolinas,  Georgia  and 
other  of  the  southern  states. 

During  mild  winters,  however,  I  have  frequently  ob- 
served them,  in  limited  numbers,  in  Chester  and  Dela- 
ware counties;  also  in  the  county  of  New  Castle,  Dela- 
ware; correctly  speaking,  however,  we  cannot  ppoperly 
regard  these  birds  as  winter  residents  of  the  Ke^jistone 
State. 

LEAD  A  NOMADIC   LIFE. 

For  a  period  of  about  one  month  following  their 
vernal  arrival  they  roam  over  the  country,  frequenting 
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rhiefly  meadows,  low  lands  and  plowed  fields.  On  the 
a]>protu*h  of  nijjrht  they  collect  in  large  numbers  in 
8ome  favorite  roosting  place,  such  as  cedar  or  pine 
trees,  thick  woods  or  dense  thickets. 

THE   NEST    AND    EGOS. 

Nest-building  is  usually  begun  about  the  middle  of 
April,  although  on  two  or  three  occasions  I  have  found 
nestSy  with  full  complements  of  eggs,  as  early  as  the 
first  week  in  April. 

In  colonies  of  from  ten  to  twentyt,  seldom  more,  they 
locate  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  nidiHoation  and 
reproduction.  In  this  locality  (Chester  county)  their 
favorite  breeding  resorts  are  apple  orchards,  the  fruit 
and  other  trees  commonly  about  the  habitations  of 
man.  The  nest  is  bulky  and  rudely  constructed  exter- 
nally of  rootlets,  small  twigs,  dry  plants,  bits  of  corn- 
blades,  etc,  somewhat  loosely,  but  quite  firmly  bound 
togethei'.  Mud  or  mudded  materials  frequently  enter 
into  the  construction  of  the  nest,  but  this  is  not  always 
the  case;  the  interior  is  lined  usually  with  fine  grasses; 
occasionally  I  have  seen  leaves  and  feathers  constitut- 
ing the  internal  lamina.  The  construction  of  the  nest 
occupies  about  one  week;  both  sexes  engage  in  its  erec- 
tion. It  is  built  at  the  junction  of  two  or  more  large- 
sized  limbs,  or  iimoug  the  sprouts  and  matted  twigs. 
The  nests  vary  somewhat  in  size,  but  the  one  now  be- 
fore me — about  the  average — gives  the  following  di- 
mensions: Height  6i  inches;  diameter;  7  7-8  inches; 
depth  of  cavity,  3  inches.  Gentry  observes  that  the 
female  begins  to  deposit  her  eggs,  one  ovum  per  da^}', 
the  day  following  the  completion  of  the  nest  Such 
may  be  the  case,  but  my  observation  has  been  that 
ovipoeition  does  not  often  take  place  until  three  or 
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even  five  days  subsequent  to  the  completion  of  the  nest. 
The  complement  of  eggs  is  commonly  spoken  of  as  six; 
generally,  however,  I  have  found  SiYe,  and  regard  this 
number  as  the  full  quota.  The  eggs  are  light  greenish 
(sometimes  pale  rusty  brown),  spotted,  blotched  and 
lined  with  black  and  dark-brown;  they  measure  about 
11  inches  long  and  abont  .90  of  an  inch  wide.  The 
period  of  incubation  is  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  days. 
The  parent  birds  evince  marked  solicitude  for  their 
nest  and  its  contents. 

SBLDCT  DIFFERENT  NE^STINO  SITES. 

Tt  is  evident  from  the  writings  of  various  authoritiefl 
that  the  nesting  sites  of  this  species  vary  considerably. 
By  Nuttall  and  others  we  are  informed  that  they  some- 
times build  in  bushes.  Prom  the  works  of  Aubudon  it 
is  learned  that  in  the  south  they  build  chiefly  in  hol- 
low trees.  I  have  found  these  birds  building  in  com- 
mon house  ivy  (Hedera  helix)  but  never  in  bushes,  and 
only  on  two  ocoieions  have  I  discovered  their  nests  in 
hollow  trees;  both  of  these  nests  were  built  in  apple 
trees.  One  was  constructed  in  a  limb  about  seven 
feet  from  the  ground,  the  other  was  placed  about 
twenty  feet  from  the  earth;  neither  of  these  differed 
materially  in  their  make  up  from  the  average  nest. 

FOOD. 

To  the  agriculturist  this  is  a  subject  worthy  of  much 
consideration.  It  appears  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion 
among  many  farmeis — the  majority  in  fact — ^that 
Crow  blackbirds  are  in  many  ways  detrimental,  and  in 
no  particular  are  they  beneficial.  This  belief,  evi- 
dently handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another, 
is  taken  in  its  full  meaning,  widely  at  variance  with 
19».1I 
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poBitive  fact  Among  the  firot  of  oar  vernal  migrantB 
come  the  Crow  Blackbirds  in  large  flocks  which  dis- 
perse themselves  over  the  country,  frequenting,  princi- 
pally, as  previously  stated,  meadow  lands  and  humid 
grounds  in  quest  chiefly  of  an  insect  diet,  that  is  only 
occasionally  diversified  by  a  grain  of  com,  wheat  or 
oats,  and  such  seeds  as  may  be  found  in  seeking  the 
hidden  insect. 

THEY  HUNT  BEE}TL£S   AND  GRUBS. 

In  the  wake  of  the  plowman  as  he  turns  the  crumb- 
ling earth,  the  argus  eyed  Blackbirds  follow  closely 
ever  on  the  alert  to  seire  the  wriggling  worm,  the 
ag^le  beetle,  and  the  numerous  larvae  thrown  out  as 
each  furrow  is  turned.  Certainly  at  this  season  our 
sable  acquaintances  are  engaged  only  in  that  which 
will  prove  of  utility  to  the  cultivator  when  his  crops 
are  j^roiiing.  We  repeatedly  heard  of  how  the  Black- 
birds tear  up  and  devour  the  young  and  growing  com. 
This,  unquestionably,  is  sometimes  the  case  but  I  am 
confident  that  the  destruction  thus  done  is  much  ex- 
aggerated. I  am  aware  that  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sicm  I  have  seen  the  tender  blades  of  com  lying  on  the 
ground  where  there  were  actively  at  work  Crow  Black- 
birds, a  number  of  which  were  shot,  and  on  post  mor- 
tem dissection  their  stomachs  revealed  almost  entirely 
insects.  Some  ten  years  ago  I  was  visiting  a  friend 
who  had  thirty  odd  acres  of  com  (maize)  planted. 
Quite  a  number  of  "blackies"  as  he  styled  them,  were 
plying  themselves  with  great  activity  about  the  grow- 
ing cereal.  We  shot  thirty-one  of  these  birds  feeding 
in  the  cornfield.  Of  this  number  nineteen  showed  only 
cut-worms  in  their    stomachs.      The  number  of  cut- 
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worma  in  each,  of  oourse,  varied,  but  as  manj  as 
twenty-two  were  taken  from  one  stomach.  In  seven 
some  com  was  found,  in  connection  with  a  very  large 
excess  of  insects,  to  wit:  Beetles,  earthworms  and  cut- 
worms.   The  remaining  five  showed  chiefly  beetles. 

THEY  EAT  SOME  FRUIT. 

GiHament  is  frequently  made  with  regard  to  the  Pur- 
ple Grackles,  as  these  birds  are  sometimes  called,  pil- 
laging the  cherry  trees.  To  some  extent  this  is  true, 
but  certainly  IJie  amount  of  fruit  taken  is  small,  far 
less  than  that  injured  by  the  Cedar  or  Cherry  Bird. 

Straw^berries,  blackbcnnes  and  other  fruits  are  fed 
upon,  but  to  a  very  limited  extent,  by  this  species. 
The  diet  of  the  young  birds,  while  under  parental  oaire^ 
is  almost  exclusively  insectivorous,  consisting  mainly 
of  caterpillars  and  grubs. 

It  is  a  well  established  fact  that  they  are  given  to 
stealing  the  eggs  of  other  birds,  especially  the  common 
Robin;  and  sometimes  they  kill  and  devour  the  young 
of  other  birds. 

In  referring  to  this  species,  Wilson  very  aptly  re- 
marks: 

"As  some  consolation  to  the  industrious  cultivator,  I  can 
assure  him  that  were  I  placed  in  his  situation,  I  should  hesi- 
tate whether  to  consider  those  birds  most  as  friends  or  enemies, 
as  they  are  particularly  destructive  to  almost  all  the  noxious 
worms,  firrubs  and  caterpillars  that  infest  his  fields,  which, 
were  they  allowed  to  -multiply  unmolested,  would  soon  con- 
sume nine-tenths  of  all  productions  of  his  labor  and  desolate 
the  country  with  the  miseries  of  famine." 

Attention  is  called  to  several  series  of  stomach  ex^ 
aminations,  made  at  different  period®  during  the  past 
twelve  years,  and  from  such  work  the  reader  can  draw 
his  own  conclusions. 
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March.  Twenty-Dine  examined.  They  showed  chiefly 
insects  and  seeds;  in  five,  com  was  present,  and  in  four 
wheat  and  oats  were  found.  All  of  these  grains,  how 
ever,  were  in  connection  with  an  excess  of  insect  food 

April.  Thirty-three  examined.  TJiey  revealed  chiefly 
insects,  with  but  a  small  amount  of  vegetable  matter 

May.  Eighty-two  examined.  Almost  entirely  in 
sects,  cut-worms  being  especially  frequent. 

Jane.  Forty-three  examined.  Showed  generally  in- 
sects, cut- worms  in  abundance;  fruits  and  berries  pre- 
sent, but  to  very  small  extent. 

July>  Thii'ty-eight  examined.  Showed  mainly  in- 
sects; berries  present  m  limited  amount. 

August.  Twenty-three  examined.  Showed  chiefly 
insects,  berries  and  corn. 

September.  Eighteen  examined.  Showed  insects, 
berries,  corn  and  seeds. 

October.  During  this  month  (1882),  the  writer  made 
repeated  visit®  to  roosting  resorts,  where  these  birds 
were  collected  in  great  numbers,  and  shot  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  which  were  examined.  Of  this 
number  the  following  is  the  result  of  examinations,  in 
detail  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  stomachs: 

Thirty,  com  and  coleoptera  (beetles);  twenty-seven, 
corn  only?;  fifteen,  orthoptera  (grasshoppers);  eleven, 
(X)rn  and  seeds;  eleven,  com  and  orthoptera;  seven,  col- 
eoptera; three,  coleoptera  and  orthoptera;  three,  wheat 
and  coleoptera;  t\^'o,  wheat  and  corn;  erne,  w^heat;  one, 
diptera  (flies). 

The  remaining  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  birds 
were  taken  from  the  10th  to  the  31&t  of  the  month,  and 
their  food  was  found  to  consist  almost  entirelv  of  com. 
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A  THOUSAND    STOMACHS  EXAMINED. 

Within  the  paet  fifteen  years  the  writer  has  made, 
during  the  different  months  of  the  year,  examinations 
of  nearly  one  thousand  stomachs  of  Crow  Blackbirds, 
taken  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Flor- 
ida. 

In  brief,  it  can  be  stated  that  these  examinations 
showed  that  in  the  fall  when  insect  food  was  scarce 
oom  was  lar^^ely  eaten  by  these  birds,  but  during  pre- 
vio.is  periods  of  their  residence  in  Pennsylvania  differ- 
ent forme  of  insect-life  constitute  by  far  the  larger  por- 
tion of  their  diet. 

THEY  ARE  POND  OF  LARVAE. 

Blackbirds  are  very  partial  to  grub  worms,  cut- 
worms and  other  larvae,  which  they  find  in  newly- 
plowed  ground,  com  fields  and  pasture.  As  stated 
elesewhere  this  species  as  well  as  the  Bronzed  Qrackle, 
a  subspecies  of  the  Crow  Blackbird  which  is  the  com- 
mon form  in  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
found  to  feed  with  great  eagerness  on  the  destructive 
Army  Worm  which  was  so  numerous  and  very  gener- 
ally dispersed  throughout  this  State  in  189G,  when  this 
crawling  and  voracious  pest  destroyed  grain  and  othei* 
crops  to  the  amount  of  about  |300,000  (estimated). 

THEY  CATCH  GRASSHOPPERS. 

Blackbirds  love  to  catch  and  eat  the  friskyi  grass- 
hoppers which  often  do  so  much  damage  to  the  farm- 
er's crops;  and  they  also  devour  numerous  kinds  of 
ground  beetles.  They  will  eat  the  destructive  plum 
curculio,  and  likewise  devour  its  larvae. 

WILL.  EAT  WHEAT,   OATS  AND  CORN. 

They  visit  the  oat  and  wheat  stubble  or  the  com  field 
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and  feed  on  the  grain  they  find  scattered  over  the 
ground,  and  they  frequently  make  a  meal  on  the  cereals 
when  in  the  milky  state,  or  when  it  is  cut  and  shocked. 

wiijl.  eat  birds  anb  bggs. 

Crow  Blackbirds  destroy  the  eggs  and  young  of  a 
number  of  species  of  small  wild  birds  which  nest  in 
parks,  lawns  and  gardens.  Like  the  Crows,  they  will 
visit  the  meadows  and  grass  fields  and  steal  the  eggs 
or  nestlings  of  Meadow-larks,  Quail  and  other  ground- 
nesting  spedea  They  sometimes  will  catch  young 
chickens  so<m  after  they  are  hatched,  and  it  is  affirmed 
that  they  will  also  eat  the  eggs  of  domesticated  fowls. 
The  damage,  however,  which  Blackbirds  do  in  the  poul- 
try yard  is  very  insignificant. 

THBY  SOMETI-MES  EAT  FISH. 

In  Florida,  the  Blackbird,  according  to  my  investi- 
gations, takes  most  kindly  to  a  fish  diet.  In  the  spring 
of  1885  I  collected  seventeen  Blackbirds  in  Florida, 
along  the  St.  John's  river.  These  seventeen  examples, 
obtained  at  various  periods  from  March  1  to*  May  7, 
showed  generally  an  insect  food  preference — beetles, 
principally.  Six  of  the  number,  however,  revealed  un- 
mistakable evidences  of  having  taken  as  nourishment 
fishes,  as  will  be  seen  by  this  table: 


Date 


Locality. 


Food    Mati^rtals. 


March  3.  1885, 
Aj)Hl  n,  1886. 
April    10.  1886. 

March  14.  168B» 

ikpril    ».  1686. 

May.  1886, 


Volusia 
Orange 
Oranffe 

Volusia 

Volusia 

Volusia 


county, 
county, 
county, 

county, 

county, 

county, 


Fla, 
Fla. 
Fla. 

Fla. 

Ftau 

Fla. 


Five  small  fishes ;  beetle  and  grub. 
Thre«  fishes;  beetles  and  mulberrlea 
Remains  of  fishes;  beetles,  small 
seeds,  sto.  < 

Remains  of   fishes,     beetle,     oats 

and  com* 
Cray-fish,    minnow    and     different 

insects. 
Remains  of  fishes  and  freen  col- 
ored beetle.  ! 
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A  Florida  fisherman,  during  the  earlj  part  of  April, 
1886,  canght  a  number  of  "perch"  which  spoiled  before 
a  market  could  be  found  for  them.  The  decaying  car- 
oassee  were  tossed  into  the  river,  to  float  away  or  to  be 
"gobbled  up"  by  the  voraciouB  "catties,"  Several  of 
these  defunct  fishes  lodged  among  the  shell  rocks  lin- 
ing the  banks.  Probably  an  hour  after  the  castaways 
had  lain  along  the  riverside,  three  Crow  Blackbirds 
were  seen — quoting  the  phraseology  of  a  "cmcker"  who 
was  present  at  the  time — "to  jine  de  fish  and  feast 
•emselves  to  plum  fulness."  After  the  departure  of 
the  sable  visitants,  inspection  of  the  feeding  place 
revealed  that  the  birds  had  picked  out  the  eyes  of 
seven,  or  all  but  one,  of  the  fishes,  three  of  which  were 
considerably  torn  about  the  abdominal  regions.  The 
mutilated  condition  of  the  belly  muscles  is  mainly  at- 
tributed to  the  fact  that  the  fish  had  been  eviscerated 
before  having  been  thrown  away,  hence  these  incised 
parts  were  more  accessible  to  mandibular  action  than 
other  and  unbroken  parts  of  the  scaly  anatomy.  Cer* 
tainly  there  is  no  obvious  reason  why  the  abdominal 
and  neighboring  pectoral  i>ortions  of  a  "perch"  should 
be  more  palatable  to  the  sprightly  "White-^ed  Jack- 
daw," as  the  native  Floridians  are  accustomed  to  term 
the  species. 

THE   BRONZRD  BLACKBIRD. 

The  Bronzed  Qrackle  (Q,  guisctUa  aenuSy  Ridgw.) 
is  the  common  Crow  Blackbird  found  in  Pennsylvania 
west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  In  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania this  bird  is  rather  rare.  This  variety  differs 
from  the  typical  quiscfda  chiefly  in  having  a  uniform 
brassiy^oolored  body,  and  wings  and  tail  purplish  or 
violet,  never  bluish, 
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THE  HEKONS  AND  BITTERNS. 

The  family  ArdHdae  contains,  It  Is  said,  about  seventy-five 
species  which  are  very  grenerally  dii^ersed  throuarhout  all  parts 
of  the  globe-  A  few  species  wander  to  cold  coiuitrles  but  the 
great  majority  of  these  waders  inhabit  the  lower  temperate  and 
tropical  countries.  In  different  localities  throughout  the  United 
States  about  eighteen  species  and  varieties  (local  or  geograph- 
ical races)  are  recorded  by  modern  writers:  and  of  these 
nine  species  have  been  taken  during  recent  years  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Some  species  occur  with  us  as  regular  sujmmer  resi- 
dents, while  others  are  observed  here  only  as  transitory  visi- 
tors in  the  spring  and  fall  migrations. 

These  birds  frequent  nrnddy  banks  of  rivers,  creeks,  lakes 
and  ponds;  they  are  also  found  about  swampy  meadows  and 
.marshy  places,  particularly  if  the  latter  are  well  supplied  with 
pools  of  shallow  water,  protected  by  trees  or  bushes.  Birds  of 
this  family  Aften  remain  quiet  or  inactive  in  daytime,  but  as 
evening  approaches,  or  In  the  night,  they  go  out,  like  the  Owls, 
in  quest  of  food,  which  they  secure  by  rapid  and  dexterous 
thrusts  of  their  long,  spear-like  bills. 

'Birds  of  this  family  subsist  chiefly  on  various  kinds  of  fishes, 
frogs,  snakes;  and  they  also  eat  other  kinds  of  animal  food, 
such  as  large  Insects,  field  mice,  lizards,  toads,  cray-flsh, 
leeches,  etc.,  and  some  of  the  birds  of  this  group  eat  rats  as 
well  as  the  young  of  birds  of  other  species  which  breed  about 
their  favorite  feeding  resorta  The  Great  Blue  Heron,  the 
Night  Heron  and  the  Great  Bittern  all,  it  is  asserted,  have  been 
observed  to  catch  ducklings  of  both  wild  and  domesticated 
species.  Last  year  a  farmer  near  Harrisburg  shot  a  Great 
Blue  Heron  which  he  said  had  killed  several  young  chickens 
which  were  about  a  carp  pond  near  his  spring  house. 

The  damage  which  Herons  or  Bitterns  do  to  wild  birds  or 
domesticated  fowls  is  very  insignificant;  indeed.  It  is  very  sel- 
dom that  a  Heron  or  Bittern  attempts  to  capture  the  youn^ 
of  any  feathered  animals. 
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GREAT  BLUE  HERON, 
Ardoa  herodias. 

DEJSCRIPnON. 

AdulL-^Bin  about  six  inches  long,  chiefly  yellow;  dusky  on 
culmen;  eyes  yellow;  legs  and  feet  blackish,  yellowish  about 
toes;  lores  greenish-yellow  or  bluish.  The  color  of  bill,  legs 
and  lores  vary  greatly  not  only  with  age  and  season  but  also 
with  individuals.  The  male,  larger  than  female,  is  about  four 
feet  long  and  about  six  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  Forehead  and 
central  portion  of  crown  white,  surrounded  on  sides  and  be- 
hind with  black;  long  occipital  feathers  black;  neck  chiefly 
brownish-gray;  feathers  on  middle  (in  front)  of  lower  two- 
thirds  of  neck,  with  a  showy  streak  of  black,  white  and  rusty, 
chin  and  upper  part  of  neck  in  front  white.  Tibiae  C'thlghs") 
and  edge  of  wing  reddish  brown;  upper  parts  and  tail  light 
bluish  slate  color;  long  scapular  feathers  and  long  straggling 
feathers  on  lower  neck.  The  young  are  different  in  many  re- 
spects from  the  above,  but  can  always  be  known  by  their 
large  size  and  a  general  resemblance  to  the  adult. 

ffctbitat — North  America,  from  the  Artie  regions  southward 
to  the  West  Indies  and  Northern  South  America. 

This  bird,  the  largest  of  our  Herons,  is  a  summer 
resideivt  in  various  localities  in  this  State.  During  the 
last  ten  years,  however,  several  favorite  breeding  re- 
sorts in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  which  were  annually 
v'ji^ited  by  this  and  otht^'  species,  have  been  broken  up 
by  boys  and  men  who  destroyed  the  birds,  old  and 
young,  simply  because  their  featheis  would  bring  a 
few  dollars,  and,  as  they  remarked,  "there^s  no  law  to 
stop  it." 

T  have  no  doubt  that  the  time  will  soon  came  when 
this  beautiful  Heron  will  be  known  in  this  Common- 
wealth only  as  a  rare  straggling  visitant. 

THE  NEST  AND  EGGS. 

The  nest  is  made  of    large   sticks  and   twigs,   and 
placed  oo  the  larger  limbs  of  trees  which  grow  usually 
20.n 
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near  the  water.  The  eggs  vary  in  number  from  three 
to  five;  thej  are  light  blue  in  color,  and  about  the  size 
of  those  of  our  common  domestic  fowl. 

DAXOEROUS  WHEN  WOUNDED. 

This  bird,  and  the  same  is  true  of  other  Herons, 
when  wounded  and  unable  to  escape,  is  one  which  can- 
not be  handled  with  too  much  caution,  as  it  frequently, 
with  its  sharp  and  powerful  bill,  inflicts  severe,  dan- 
gerous, and  sometimes  even  fatal  wounds.  In  Florida 
I  met  a  hunter  who  had  an  eye  destroyed  by  one  of 
these  birds  which  he  had  winged  and  carelessly  at- 
tempted to  pick  up. 

ITS   FLESH   IS   QUITE   PALATABLE. 

By  some,  particularly  residents  of  certain  of  the 
southern  states,  the  flesh  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  is 
considered  quite  a  delicious  morsel.  Some  few  win- 
ters ago,  when  camping  in  the  cypress  swamp©  of  Flor* 
ida,  I,  more  from  necessity  than  choice,  eat  liie  breast 
meat  of  this  bird  and  also  that  of  the  Water  Turkey 
(Anhinga  anhinga)^  which  preys  exclusively  on  fish,  and 
although  I  did  not  especially  relish  the  dish,  I  must 
admit  that  to  a  hungry  man  it  was  in  no  way  disagree- 
able. 

WHAT   NUTTALL  SAYS   OF   ITS   HABITS. 

The  following  interesting  observations  on  the  food- 
habits  are  given  by  Nuttall: 

"Fish  is  the  principal  food  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron,  and  for 
thie  purpose,  like  an  experienced  angler,  he  often  waits  for 
that  condition  of  the  tide  which  best  suits  his  experience  and 
instinct.  At  such  times  they  are  seen  slowly  sailing  out  from 
their  inland  breeding  haunts,  during  the  most  silent  and  cool 
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period  of  the  siwnmer's  day,  flelecting  usually  such  shallow 
inlets  as  the  ebbing'  tide  leaves  bare  or  accessible  to  his 
watchful  and  patient  mode  of  prowling;  here,  wading  to  the 
knees,  he  stands  motionless  amidst  the  timorous  fry,  till  some 
victim  coming  within  the  compass  of  his  wily  range  is  as  in- 
stantly seized  by  the  powerful  bill  of  the  Heron  •  ♦  •  • 
If  large,  the  fish  is  beaten  to  death,  and  commonly  swallowed 
with  the  head  descending,  as  If  to  avoid  any  obstacle  arising 
from  the  reversion  of  the  fins  or  any  hard  external  processes. 
On  land  our  Heron  also  has  his  fare,  as  he  is  no  teas  a  suc- 
cessful angler  than  a  mouser,  and  renders  an  important  ser- 
vice to  the  farmer  in  the  destruction  he  makes  among  most 
of  the  reptiles  and  meadow  mice.  Grasshoppers,  other  largre 
insects,  and  particularly  dragon-flies,  he  is  very  ex];>ert  In 
striking,  and  occasionally  feeds  upon  the  seeds  of  pond  lilies, 
contiguous  to  his  usual  haunts.  Our  species,  In  all  probability, 
as  well  as  the  European  Heron,  at  times  preys  upon  the  young 
birds  which  may  be  accidentally  straggling-  near  their  solitary 
retreats." 

In  tlie  months  of  March  and  April,  1885, 1  examined 
the  stomachs  of  twenty-three  of  these  birds  which  had 
been  killed  by  plurae-hunters  in  Orange  and  Volusia 
counties,  Florida.  Twelve  birds  had  fed  entirely  on 
fish;  three  had  taken  fish  and  crayfish;  two,  small 
snakes;  one, frogs  and  fisfh;  one, fish  and  a  few  feathers; 
one,  traces  of  beetles;  three  birds  were  destitute  of  all 
food  materials. 
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QBEEN  HEBON. 
Ardea  vireecens. 

DEJSCRIPnON. 

Lengih  about  eighteen  Inches;  extent  of  wings  about  twenty- 
six;  bill  rather  stout,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and 
about  half  an  inch  longer  than  tarsus  (ankle). 

Adult  in  /Summer.— Top  of  head,  and  lengthened  crest  glossy 
green;  sides  of  head  and  neck,  except  a  dusky  streak  in  front, 
bright  chestnut  or  maroon;  wing  coverts  and  upper  surface  of 
wings  and  tail  feathers  glossy  green,  wing  coverts  edged  with 
brownish  and  whitish;  inner  primaries  with  narrow  White  tips; 
long  scapular  plumes  bluish-white  glossed  with  green,  lower 
parts  grayish,  darkest  on  sides.  Bill  greenish-black,  except 
mandible  on  lower  surface,  also  lores  and  eyes  yellow;  legs 
greenish  yellow. 

youfi^.— Head  less  crested  and  dull  greenish  black,  back  and 
upper  parts  generally  greenish;  long  scapular  plumes  absent; 
wing  coverts  niuch  more  broadly  bordered  with  brown  and 
whitish  than  adult;  many  of  larger  wing  feathers  have  snowy 
white  tips;  chin,  throat  and  front  neck,  whitish  with  dusky 
streaks;  sides  of  head  rather  pale  raddish- brown;  lower  parts, 
whitish  with  dusky  stripes;  edge  of  wing  as  in  adult  white; 
color  of  eyes,  legs  and  bill,  very  similar  to  old  bird. 

Habitat. — ^^Canada  and  Oregon,  southward  to  northern  South 
America  and  the  West  Indies;  rare  or  absent  in  the  middle  pro- 
vince. 

Tlie  Green  Heron  is  known  by  a  variety  of  local 
names,  some  of  which  are  much  more  expressive  than 
elegant.  This  bird,  the  most  common  and  abundant 
of  all  our  Herons,  is  found  throughout  the  State,  fre- 
quenting rivers,  streams  and  ponds.  It  arrives  in  this 
section  occasionally  as  early  as  the  first  week  in  April, 
from  the  southern  states,  where  it  resides  when  the 
chilling  blasts  of  winter  have  frozen  over  our  streams 
and  marshes.  This  species  sometimes  breeds  in  small 
companies;  generally,  however,  but  two  or  three  pairs 
are  found  nesting  together. 
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THE  NEST  AND  BXK5S. 

The  nesU,  built  of  sticks  and  twigs,  are  placed  in 
low  bushes  or  small  treee  adjacent  to  a  stream  or  pond. 
The  nests  frequently  are  built  in  apple  orchards.  In- 
deed, the  largest  number  of  nests  that  I  ever  found  in 
one  locality  was  in  an  apple  orchard  along  the  Brandy- 
wine,  where  for  several  years  some  twenty-five  or 
thirty  of  these  birds  annually  resorted.  While  it  is 
true  that  I  have  found  these  Herons  breeding  in  small 
numbers  with  the  Night  and  Great  Blue  Herons  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  also  in  Florida  in  company  with  the 
Little  Blue,  Louisiana  and  Snowy  Herons,  and  even 
sometimes  in  the  colonies  of  Water  Turkeys  and  Cor- 
morants, I  think,  as  a  rule,  they  usually  prefei*  to  re- 
main by  themselves  during  the  season  of  reproduction 
as  well  as  at  other  times.  Various  writers  state  that 
the  eggs  are  four  in  number.  I  have  examined  many 
nests  and  considered  the  usual  complement  to  be  not 
less  than  five;  frequently  six  eggs  are  laid.  The  eggs 
are  pale  blue  and  larger  than  those  of  our  common 
pigeon. 

EATS  FISH,  INSEXJT^,  FROOS,  ETC. 

This  species  feeds  much  more  frequently  on 
insects  than  other  of  the  herons  that  reside  with  us. 
Nuttall  writes  of  the  Green  Heron  in  the  following  Ian 
guage: 

"He  Is  also  particularly  attracted  by  a-rtlflcial  ponds  for  flsh, 
not  refrainln^r  even  to  visit  gardens  and  donvestlc  premises 
when  any  prospect  of  fare  may  offer.  He  is,  at  the  same  time, 
perhaps  as  much  in  quest  of  the  natural  enemy  of  fish,  the 
frogr,  afl  of  the  legitimate  tenants  of  the  pond.  These  bold  and 
Intrusive  visits  are  commonly  made  early  in  the  morning, 
towards  twilight,  and  he  not  unfrequently,  when  pressed  by 
hunger,  or  after  Ill-success,  turns  out  to  hunt  his  fare  by  day 
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as  well  as  dusk,  and  at  such  times,  collects  various  larvae, 
particularly  those  of  the  dragon-fly,  with  grasshoppers  and 
different  kinds  of  insects.  At  other  tln*es  he  preys  upon  small 
fish,  crabs  and  frogs,  for  which  he  often  lies  patiently  in  wait 
till  they  reappear  from  their  hiding  places  in  the  water  or 
mud,  and  on  being  transfixed  and  caught,  which  is  effected 
with  great  dexterity,  they  are  commonly  beaten  to  death,  if 
large,  and  afterwards  swallowed  at  leisure." 

STOMACH  EXAMINATIONS. 

Nineteen  birds,  examined  by  me,  were  found  to  have 
fed  on  the  different  materials  named  below: 


Date. 


June,  1879. 
Oct.  10,  1879. 
April  29.  1880. 
April  20.  1879. 


May 
July 
June 
Avg. 
May 
May 
July 
July 
July 
Sept 
A-ag. 
Aug. 
May 
Jline 
July 


12.  1880. 

3.  1880. 
80.  1881. 
17.  1881. 
14.  1882, 
2».  1882, 
29.  U82, 
29.  1882. 
20.  1882. 

4,  1883, 
9.  1892. 

12.  1892. 
28.  1894, 

8.  1896. 

3.  1896. 


Locality. 


Barnegat.    N.   J 

Chester  county.  Pa.. 
Chester  county.  Pa.. 
Chester  county.    Pa., 


Chester  county.  Pa.. 
Delaware  county,  Pa.. 
Chester  county.  Pa., 
Chester  county.  Pa., 
Lancaster  county.  Pa.. 
Chester  county.  Pa,. 
Chester  county.  Pa., 
Chester  county.  Pa.. 
Chester  county.    Pa., 

York   county.    Pa 

Lancaster  county.   Pa., 
Chester  county,    Pa.. 
Chester  county.    Pa.. 
Dauphin   county  Pa., 
Sullivan  county.   Pa.. 


Food   Materials. 


Beetles  ana  other  Insects. 

"Pall-fish." 

Frog  and  minnows. 

Fragments    of    Insects    and    small 

quantity    of    hair    probably    that 

of  a  field  mouse. 
Beetles. 
Froff. 

Remains  of  small  flshee. 
Beetles  and   other  insects. 
Fishes  and  frogs. 
Remains  of  small  fishes. 
Remains  of  small  fishes. 
Remains  of  small  fishes. 
Remains  of  small  fishes. 
Dipterous  and  other  Insects. 
Dragon-fly  and  young  Rail  (Sora  . 
Frog  and  beetles. 
Hair  of  small  mammal. 
Remains  of  fish  and  beetles. 
Feathers  and  beetles. 
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BLAOK-OROWNED  NIGHT  HERON. 
Nycticorax  nyotioorax  naevius. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Bill  very  »tout  and  thick;  maxilla  slightly  curved;  bill  and 
tarsus  each  about  three  inches  long;  head  and  neck  large,  the 
latter  quite  short;  body  short  and  heavy. 

Adult. — Length  about  twenty-five  inches;  alar  extent,  about 
forty-four;  bill  black,  lores  greenish-yellow;  eyes,  red,  legs  yel- 
lowish; top  of  head  and  middle  of  back  glossy-greenish  black 
(sometimes  dull  black  with  little  or  no  greenish);  a  narrow 
stripe  on  forehead  reaching  to  eye;  sides  of  head  chin,  head, 
throat  and  under  parts  white,  often  tinged  with  a  faint  yel- 
lowish or  a  very  delicate  light  purple  color;  wings  and  tall 
ashy-blue;  neck,  except  in  front,  etmiiar  but  paler.  The  adults 
frequently  have  three  long  and  white  occipital  feathers,  which 
wbf»n  rolled  together,  appear  as  one  thick  round  feather. 

Fating.— Bill  (dried  skin)  black  and  yellowish;  iria  light  yel- 
low; legs  yellowish,  upper  part  light  brown,  spotted  or 
streaked  with  whitish;  tail  about  same  as  adult;  sides  of  head 
and  neck,  and  under  plumage  generally,  striped  with  whitish 
and  dusky.  A  young  bird  before  me  differs  from  the  last 
chiefly  in  having  top  of  head  and  large  spece  between  shoulders 
dull  brownish  gray,  without  spots. 

Sabitat.—Ainer\csL,  from  the  British  possessions  southward 
to  the  Falkland  Islands,  including  part  of  the  West  Indies. 

Next  to  the  Green  Heron  the  Night  Heron  is  unques- 
tionably the  moet  abundant  of  the  family  in  this  State. 
The  adult  birds  are  easily  distinguished  from  other 
Herons  by  the  black  feathers  on  top  of  head  and  back, 
red  eyes,  and  frequently  three  long  white  feathers, 
which  grow  from  the  base  of  the  head.  The  appella- 
tion. Night  Heron,  is  highly  appropriate,  as  this  bird 
is  mainly  nocturnal  in  its  habits.  During  the  day-time 
the  Night  Heron  is  inactive,  and  generally  is  found 
perched  on  a  log  or  the  limb  of  a  tree  in  a  quite  nook 
about  the  swamps  and  streams.  As  twilight  ap- 
proaches this  drowsy  wader  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  new 
being — impelled,  no  doubt,  by  the  pangs  of  hunger — ^he 
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stands  erect,  the  loose  and  shaggy  plumage,  which  be- 
fore seemed  ill  adapted  to  his  body,  now  fits  neatly  and 
closely  as  he  carefully  walks  to  the  extremity  of  the 
dead  and  decorticated  limb  on  which  he  has  been  doz- 
ing and  suddenly,  witli  a  loud  squawk,  launches  him- 
self into  the  air,  uttering  at  short  intervals  his  harsh 
note,  and  rising  above  the  trees  of  the  forest,  he  speed- 
ily visits  some  favorite  mill-dam.  These  birds  arrive 
in  Pennsylvania  about  the  25th  of  April  and  remain 
until  the  latter  part  of  September.  They  seem  to  re- 
pair at  once  on  their  arrival  in  spring  to  localities 
where  they  are  accustomed  to  breed.  After  the 
breeding  season,  i.  e.,  about  the  middle  of  August, 
when  the  young  are  amply  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, these  birds  forsake  their  nesting  places  and  be- 
come quite  plentiful  along  the  rivers,  streams  and 
bushy  marshes. 

THEY  BREED  IN  COLONIES. 

Tlie  Night  Ueron  rarely,  if  ever  breeds  singly,  but 
always  in  large  companies.  I  have  visited,  on  differ 
ent  occasions,  two  of  these  breeding  resorts  and  found 
from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five  nests,  which  like  those 
of  the  other  species,  were  built  of  sticks  and  placed 
usually  in  high  trees.  The  eggs  three  or  four  in  num- 
ber are  a  fmle  sea-green  color  and  measure  about  2 
by  IJ  inches.  In  Berks  county,  near  Blue  Rock,  for 
many  years,  this  fq>ecies  annually  reared  their  young 
in  the  edge  of  a  large  woods  along  the  margin  of  which 
was  a  good-sized  stream.  In  this  place  many  of  the 
nests  were  built  in  a  bunch  of  saplings,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  high  and  so  small  in  diameter  that  it  was 
impossible  to  climb  them.  Wilson  has  very  properlv 
said  that  the  noise  of  the  old  and  young  in  one  of  these 
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breeding  places  would  induce  one  to  suppose  that  two 
or  three  hundred  Indians  were  choking  or  throttling 
each  other.  The  same  writer,  in  referring  to  examina- 
tions which  he  made,  states  that  the  teeth  of  the 
pectinated  claw  were  thirty-five  or  forty  in  number, 
and  as  they  contained  particles  of  the  down  of  the 
bird,  showed  evidently  from  this  circumstance  that 
they  act  the  part  of  a  comb  to  rid  the  bird  of  vermin 
in  those  parts  which  it  cannot  reach  with  its  bill. 

FOND  OF  GOLiD  FISH. 

A  gentleman  residing  near  West  Chester,  some  years 
ago,  had  large  numbers  of  gold-fishes  in  a  pond  near 
his  residence.  One  day  he  caught  twenty-five  of  these 
fish  and  placed  them  in  a  small  pool,  intending  to  re- 
move them  the  following  morning.  "About  bedtime," 
lie  said,  "I  heard  a  loud  squawking,  and  going  out  saw 
two  Night  Herons  actively  engaged  in  catching  these 
fish.  I  shot  one  of  these  robbers,  and  on  making  an 
inventigation  found  only  one  of  the  fish  remaining." 
The  late  Isaac  Q.  Darlington  of  West  Chester,  in- 
formed me  he  on  one  occasion  shot  a  Night  Heron  in 
the  act  of  killing  his  young  ducks  on  a  pond  near  his 
house. 

"An  incident  may  illustrate  the  habits  of  the  Nlgrht  Heron, 
and  perhaps  of  the  whole  family.  A  Night  Heron  had  been 
noticed  for  several  days  sitting:  on  a  tree  near  a  branch  of 
White  Clay  creek.  It  was  at  length  shot  and  brought  to  me, 
with  the  tall  of  a  large  fish  projecting  four  inches  beyond  its 
bill.  On  removing  the  fish  (a  sucker  Catostcmus,  which  must 
have  been  twelve  inches  long),  its  head  and  shoulders— except 
the  bony  portions— were  eaten  away  by  the  gastric  liquor  of  the 
stomach." — Michener. 

THBnr  SUBSIST  MAINLY  ON  FISH. 

r  have  examined  the  stomachs  of  twenty  odd  of 
these  Herons,  adults  and  young,  which  have  been  shot 
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in  June  at  the  breeding- grounds,  and  found  in  all  only 
the  remains  of  fishes.  In  two  or  three  immature  birds 
taken  in  AugUiSt  ajid  September,  I  have  discovered  a 
few  grasshoppers  and  portions  of  insects. 

Hon.  Hiram  Peoples,  of  New  Providence,  Lancaster 
county.  Pa.,  who  devotes  much  attention  to  fish  culture, 
raifidng  large  quantities  of  Bass  and  Goldfish  for  the 
markets,  says  he  is  botihiered  a  great  deal  by  Fish 
Hawks,  Night  Herons  and  Kingfishers.  He  states  that 
the  depredations  of  these  birds  in  his  fish  ponds  be- 
came so  numerous  that  he  offered  a  premium  of  fiity 
cents  for  each  Fish  Hawk  o**  Night  Heron,  and  ten 
cents  for  every  Kingfisher  which  was  killed  on  his 
premises.  This  offer  induced  several  neighbors'  boys 
to  make  particular  efforts  to  d^estroy  the  feathered 
fishermen.  Mr.  Peoples  estimates  that  he  lost  an^ 
uually  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  dollar's  worth  of  fishes 
through  the  visits  of  these  birds  before  he  began  kill- 
ing them  and  paying  bounties  for  their  heads. 
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AMERICAN  BITTERN. 
Botauras  lentiglDoeus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Adult,— Bill  yellowish,  dusky  on  ridge;  bare  space  In  front 
of  eyes  greenish-yellow;  legs  and  feet  greenish-yellow;  eyes 
yellow.  Length,  about  twenty-six  inches;  extent,  about  forty- 
five  inches.  General  color  brownish-yellow,  top  of  head  dull 
brown;  upper  parts  finely  freckled  and  variegated  with  differ- 
ent shades  of  brown,  blackish  and  whitish;  chin  and  throat 
white  with  brown  streak;  a  broad  and  glossy  black  stripe 
about  three  inches  long  on  upper  part  of  neck. 

Habitat, — Temperate  North  America,  south  to  Guatemala 
and  the  West  Indies. 

This  aB  well  as  other  species  are  very  commonly  but 
erroneously  called  Cranes.  The  American  Bittern  is 
known  to  nimrods  and  fishermen  in  many  sections  of 
the  State  as  "G^reen-legged  Crane;"  the  name  of  "In- 
dian Hen"  is  likewise  applied  to  this  bird  as  well  as 
the  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo. 

HAS  A   IX)UD   VOICE. 

This  Bittern  is  a  summer  resident  in  Pennsylvania, 
arriving  early  in  April  and  remaining  sometimes  as 
late  as  the  early  part  of  November.  Its  notes  are  loud 
and  quite  remarkable  and  under  favorable  circum- 
tstances  they  may  be  heard  at  a  distance  of  at  least 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.  These  notes  are  of  two  kinds. 
One  known  as  the  "pumping"  call  is  described  as  fol- 
lows: pump-er-lunk,  pump-er-lunk,  pump-er-lunk,  and 
the  other  is  so  like  the  sound  made  by  driving  a  stake 
in  the  mud,  that  it  has  given  rise  to  one  of  the  com- 
mon names  of  this  bird,  namely  "Stake-driver." 

With  us  this  species  is  seen  singly  or  in  pairs  fre» 
quenting  chiefly  the  thick  swampy  places  about  mead- 
ows, rivers  and  lakes. 
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THE  ne:st  and  eggs. 


The  frail  nest  of  this  bird  is  on  the  ground.  The 
^ggSj  three  to  five  in  number,  are  browniah-drab,  un- 
spotted and  about  two  inches  long  by  about  one  and 
one-half  inches  broad. 

ITS   FOOD. 

The  Bittern  feeds  on  fish,  crayfish,  frogs,  tadpoles, 
snakes,  snails,  different  kinds  of  insects,  particularly 
grasshoppers  and  beetlee.  It  catches  mice  and  other 
small-sized  quadrupeds  which  it  chances  to  oome  across 
in  its  secluded  retreats,*  and  sometimes  it  will  kill  the 
young  of  ducks  aond  Tiails. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


MAMMALS. 

Nearly  fifty  well  defined  species,  and  a  number  of 
subspecies,  varieties  or  races  of  four-footed  wild  ani- 
mals ai*e  found  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Bison  or  Buffalo 
has  long  since  been  exteiminated;  the  last  America! 
Elk  or  Wapiti  was  taken  about  thirty-five  years  ago  in 
Elk  county,  and  the  Beaver,  a  valuable  and  harmless 
fur-bearing  animal,  is  also  extirpated.  There  seems 
to  be  little  ix)om  for  doubt  that  the  North  American 
Wolf,  the  Canada  Lj^tix,  or  "Loup  Cervier,"  as  it  is 
nailed  by  the  French  Canadians,  and  the  Panther  are 
no  longer  to  be  found  in  this  State. 

"NEW  FACES   WILL  MEET  US." 

Future  investigations  of  our  modern,  naturalists, 
some  of  whom  delight  to  discover  and  name  new 
"races,''  will,  no  doubt,  if  instituted  with  proper  indus- 
try, materially  augment  the  number  given  above.  A 
Seal  taken  two  years  ago  in  the  Delaware  river  at  Ches- 
ter City,  Delaware  cH>unty,was  an  accidental  straggler. 
Two  Leopards,  a  Tiger,  several  Wolves,  Coyotes, 
Prairie  Dogs,  a  Badger,  and  Hares,  which  have  been 
captured,  according  to  different  repKwts  received  dur- 
ing the  past  four  or  five  years,  were,  of  course,  escaped 
captives,  and  they  cannot  properly  be  included  in  the 
mammalian  fauna  of  Pennsylvania. 
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VALUABLE  FUR-BEARING  SPECIES. 

The  mammals  which  occur  with  us  are  permanent 
residents,  but  birds,  or  many  of  them,  on  the  other 
hand,  reside  here  only  during  certain  periods  of  the 
year. 

The  most  important  and  vaulable  fur-bearing  ani- 
mals at  present  found  in  this  State  are  the  Black  Bear, 
Minks,  Skunks,  Muskrats,  Otter,  Raccoon,  Opossum, 
BMsher  and  Marten.  Of  this  list  the  two  last  men- 
tioned are  restricted  to  a  few  sparsely  settled  districts, 
and  even  in  such  remote  and  uninhabited  wilds  they 
are  seldom  seen. 

Some  mammals,  for  example  the  Wildcat,  Black 
Bear,  Foxes,  Minks,  Meadow  Mice,  Muskrat,  Wood- 
chuck  and  a  few  others,  when  present  in  a  locality  in 
any  considerable  number,  do  much  damage  and  should 
be  destroyed.  It  is  not,  however,  wice  or  just  to 
wrongfully  condemn  certain  of  the  common  animals 
found  about  the  farmer's  cultivated  enclosures,  or  in 
the  forests,  when  it  is  known,  at  least  to  naturalists, 
that  the  good  thej  do  far  outweighs  their  depredations 
to  poultry,  game  or  vegetable  crops. 

DISTURBING  NATURE'S  BALANCE. 

Widespread  misconception  of  the  true  relation 
which  mammals,  birds  and  insects  have  to  man's  in- 
terests have  done  much  in  recent  years  in  this  and 
other  countries  to  militate  against  the  welfare  and 
comfort  of  mankind. 

The  truth  of  this  can  be  shown  by  briefly  referring 
to  some  mistakes  made  by  the  introduction  of  species 
with  a  view  to  naturalization  or  otherwise,  and  the 
cruel,  useless  slaughter  of  others,  thus  disturbing  the 
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Balance  of  Nature,  and  resulting  in  an  enarmoufl  loss 
that  falls,  especially,  on  farmers  and  horticultumts. 

GREAT  ERRORS. 

The  English  Sparrow,  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago, 
was  brought  to  Pennsylvania  because  it  was  believed 
he  would  destroy  insect  pests  whicJi  defoliated  sihade 
and  fruit  trees,  and  attacked  cultivated  crops.  Since 
this  bird  has  become  established,  not  only  in  Pennsjyl- 
vania,  but  generally  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  it  has  been  learned  he  is  a  most  undesira- 
ble addition  to  our  fauna.  He  devours  cereals,  fruits, 
buds  and  blossoms  of  fruit,  shade  and  ornamental 
trees,  as  well  as  different  kinds  of  garden  produce. 
He  loves  the  tender  buds  of  grai>e  vines  and  their  ripe 
fruit.  In  the  famous  Erie  grape  belt  of  this  State,  it 
is  estimated  that  English  Sparrows  annually  destroy 
from  f 30,000  to  $35,000  worth  of  grapes. 

INSECTIVOROUS  BIRI>S  DRIVEN  AVV^AY. 

These  little  feathered  pests,  great  lighters  that  they 
are,  live  continually  about  human  habitations  from 
which  they  drive  away  numerous  kinds  of  beneficial 
birds  that  formerly  did  great  service  to  the  human  race 
by  aiding  to  repress  pestiferous  insect  foes  that  the 
pugnacious,  grain-eating  Spairow  disdains  to  touch. 
It  is  stated  that  not  less  than  seventy-two  kinds  of 
birds  which  are  found  throughout  the  wide  area  of  this 
continent,  where  this  imported  bird  nuisance  is  now 
ensconced,  have  been  driven  by  English  Sparrows 
from  their  old-timed  nesting  haunts  about  the  habita- 
tions of  man. 

The  people  now  want  the  English  Sparrow  de- 
stroyed, and  many  favor  a  bounty  for  his  mischiveous 
head.     But  such  a  method  of  exterminating  this  bird 
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will  never  do,  because  popular  ignorance  of  bii-ds,  to^ 
gether  with  man's  greed  for  pecuniary  gain,  would 
bring  about  the  extermination  of  great  numbers  of 
beneficial  song  and  other  birds  which  would  be  called 
**Engli8h  Sparrows." 

HAS    AGRICULTURE   PROFITED? 

With  a  view  of  'n:)enefiting  agricultiu'e"  and  protect- 
ing poultry  and  game  in  Pennsylvania  bounty  acts 
have  been  enacted  which  allowed  hunters  to  slay  with 
indiscriminate  hand  many  of  the  moet  useful  birds  and 
mammals.  This  legislation,  brought  about  by  popular 
prejudice  and  a  deplorable  ignorance  of  the  habits  of 
animals  placed  under  ban,  has  co«t  tliousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  in  cash  paid  out  of  the  county 
funds.  While  it  is  true  the  original  money  outlay  was 
great  (indeed,  it  pi^ved  a  serious  burden  to  taxpayers 
in  some  sectiimB  of  the  Commonwealth)  the  loss  or 
fruit  of  such  folly  will  be  much  more  fi*om  a  money 
standpoint  to  our  farmers  than  the  large  sums  first 
expended.  Even  during  the  past  three  or  four  years, 
as  an  echo  of  the  odious  scalp  act  of  1885,  we  hear, 
fiHym  different  sections  of  this  Btate,  of  the  great  dam- 
age done  by  Meadow  Mice,  Rats  and  Rabbits.  Strange 
is  it  not  that  many  people  who  now  complain  of  ro- 
dents and  insects  doing  so  much  harm  to  their  property, 
were,  and  are  even  yet,  firm  believers  in  paying  boun- 
ties? 

When  a  man  goes  to  the  shop  or  market  place  to 
make  a  purchase,  it  is  a  common  saying,  ^*He  pay»  his 
money  and  makes  his  choice;"  so  it  is  with  the  bounty 
question.  Continue  to  pay  premiums  for  beneficial 
birds  of  prey  and  mammals  which  live  largely  on  det 
rimental  forms  of  animal  life,  and  we  will  have  more 
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mice  and  insects,  but  the  farmer  and  horticulturist 
will,  in  many  instances,  have  coneiderably  lees  ready 
cash  to  purchase  insecticides,  spraying  machines  and 
other  insect  destroyers  that  are  now  necessary  for 
almost  every  sucessful  farmer  and  fruit  grower  to 
possess. 

DANOBR  OF  IMPORTING  FOREIGN  SPECIES. 

The  importation  of  foreign  species  of  insects  as  well 
as  other  forms  of  animal  life  often  results  disastrously'. 
Nature  aims  to  restrain  the  over  development  of  one 
species  by  means  of  another; 

"Small  fleas  have  smaller  fleas  to  bite  'em. 
And  these  have  smaller  fleas  ad  inflnitum." 

and  as  Mr.  Gerald  McCai'thy*  states: 

"When  a  species  is  transported  to  some  distant  locality  it  is 
apt  to  leave  behind  its  corelated  restraining  species,  and  bence 
in  Its  new  home  it  is  enabled  to  multiply  more  rapidly  and  do 
more  damage  than  in  its  native  home." 

SOME    TROUBLESOME    PESTS. 

The  Gipsy  Motii,  introduced  by  accident  into  the 
Bay  State,  has  ravaged  a  x>ortion  of  Massachusetts, 
and  over  f 750,000  have  been  spent  to  eradicate  this 
destroyer  of  foliage,  thus  far  with  only  partial  suc- 
cess. Investigations  proved  that  many  kinds  of  birds 
(some  of  which  were  called  poultry  and  game  destroy- 
ers) devoured  the  larvae  of  the  Gipsy  Moth.  When 
this  became  known  and  it  was  learned  that  great  num- 
bers of  these  feathered  benefactors  were  being  de- 

*The  diseases  and  insects  affecting*  fruit  trees  and  plants, 
with  remedies  for  their  destruction,  by  Gerald  McCarthy,  Botan- 
ist and  Entomologist,  published  Aug.  22,  1893.  as  chapter  11. 
Bulletin  No.  92,  of  the  North  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station. 
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stroyed  in  largo  numbers  for  millinery  and  other  dec- 
orative purposes  a  popular  clamor  arose  against  such 
practices  and  the  Massachusetts  lawmakei-s  recently 
showed  much  good  sense  by  enacting  a  law  pi-ohibiting 
the  killing  and  use  of  soiig  and  insectivorous  birds  for 
the  millinery  trade. 

The  Elmleaf  Jieetle;  an  exotic,  is  auotlier  costly  ex 
ample  of  meddling  with  Nature's  plans. 

Rabbits  were  introduce<l  in  Australia.  They  in- 
creased with  prodigious  rapidity,  and  so  abundant  and 
destructive  did  they  become  tJiat  for  a  time  theii*  rav- 
ages threatened  to  ruin  the  country. 

Gennan  Carp  have  been  placed  in  many  of  the  best 
fishing  grouLds  in  Pennsylvania.  This  mistake  is  dis- 
covered when  it  is  too  late,  perhaps,  to  prevent  them 
from  depopulating  tlie  waters  in  which  they  live  of 
desirable  and  valuable  fishes. 

MOTHER   EVE   AND    HER   SUCXIESSORS. 

When  Mother  Eve  started  the  first  sewing  society 
over  which  she  ruled  supreme  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
and  began  to  make  wearing  apparel  she  was,  so  rec- 
ords say,  content  to  dress  in  lilain  and  abbreviated 
garb.  Women  of  the  present  age,  particularly  some 
who  "stride  the  wheel,"  pattern  after  Eve's  short  skirts; 
and  lovely  woman  also  delights  to  adorn  her  shapely 
form  with  Nature's  beauties  of  both  plant  and  animal 
kind.  Of  course,  no  one  would  dare  to  believe  that 
women  of  this  generation  could  ever  be  induced  to  em- 
ploy ihe  primitive  fig  leaf  dress  of  her  ancient  and  re- 
nowned ancestor,  even  if  the  demands  of  fickle  f^hion 
should  eventually  revert  to  the  days  when  Eve  did  all 
her  own  house  work,  spanked,  and  otherwise  cared  for 
the  babies,  and  besides  all  this,  made  her  own  hats, 
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bonuets  aud  flothiog  x^ithout  the  aid  of  a  single  fash- 
ion plate:  far  history-  does  noit  show  that  Adam  even 
once  applied  to  Worth,  of  Paris,  or  any  other  costume*, 
to  get  his  faithful  spouse  guides  to  aid  in  adorning  her 
person. 

Women's  vanity  and  the  requirements  of  fashion 
have,  within  the  past  treaty  years,  brought  about  the 
destruction  of  millions  and  millions  of  bright-coated 
song  and  inse^itivorous  birds.  These  beneficial  feath- 
ered creatures — servants  and  friends  of  the  human 
race — inhabit  chiefly  the  cultivated  possessions  of 
man,  where  myriads  of  destructive  insects  and  lai'vae 
breed  so  prolifically  and  do  inestimable  damage. 
Since  the  wearing  of  insectivorous  birds  on  hats  has 
become  popular,  it  is  learned  that  many  croi>s  that, 
prior  to  this  barbarous  custom,  were  grown  without 
much  difficulty,  cannot  now  be  successfully  raised  to 
maturity  without  tlie  employment  of  insecticides 
which,  foi-turately,  modern  economic  entomological 
scientists  have  discovered  to  aid  the  husbandman  in 
suppres^ng  insect  enemies. 

EXPERT    IN    ELTTDIXG    OBSERVATION. 

Mammals  are  shy  and  wary,  which,  with  the  fact 
that  most  of  them  do  not  move  about  during  the  broad 
daylight,  enables  1h(*se  creatures  to  readily  elude  ob 
servation.  With  the  exception  of  Red  Squirrels,  Chip- 
munks, Gray  Squirrels,  Foxes,  some  of  the  Mice,  Cot- 
tontails, tlie  W(K>dchuclv,  Mui-krat  and  an  occasional 
Deer,  the  average  sportsman,  or  fisherman,  seldom  sees 
any  of  our  mammals.  Tliis  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  so  often  remain  hidden  during  the  daylight 
in  secure  retreats  where  only  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  their  habits  and  haunts  can  discover  them  with 
anv  dem'oe  of  certainty. 
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Mammals  acc»  both  nocturnal  and  diurnal.  Tlie 
Gray  Squirrel,  Chipmunks,  Wood<'huck  and  Red  Squir- 
rels seem  to  move  about  more  in  the  daytime  than  any 
others;  aud  Dr.  Merriam  says  tlie  Gray  Squirrel  and 
Chipmunk  are  the  only  two  "that  have  not  been  seen 
after  nightfall." 

'Hie  Racccon,  Skunks,  Bats  and  Flying  Squirrels  are 
decidedly  nocturnal  in  their  habits;  but,  as  Dr.  Mer- 
riam states: 

"Even  these  are  occasionally  seen  abroad  during  cloudy  days, 
and  do  much  of  their  hunting  in  the  twUight.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  seems  to  be  that  very  few  manunals  ran^e  about 
much  during  the  brightest  part  of  the  day,  or  darkest  part  of 
the  night,  these  being  the  times  when  most  of  them  do  the 
greater  part  of  their  sleeping.  It  is  between  the  dark  and  the 
daylight,  before  sunrise  in  the  morning  and  in  the  dusk  of 
evening,  when  the  faint  light  obscures  their  outlines  and  hides 
their  movements,  that  the  larger  number  do  their  hunting. 
Many  of  them  are  also  out  during  cloudy  days  and  moonUgfat 
nights;  and  in  winter,  when  the  ground  Is  white  with  snow,  they 
apparently  circumambulate  all  night  long." 

SOME   ARE   SOUND   SLEEPERS. 

**The  phenomenon  of  hibernation,  which  enables  many  mam- 
mals to  endure  a  climate  to  the  severity  of  which  they  would 
inevitably  succumb  were  they  to  remain  active  throughout  the 
year,  and  to  thrive  in  regions  where  they  would  starve  during 
certain  seasons  but  for  their  ability  to  become  dormant  when 
scarcity  of  fO'>d  prevails,  is  well  exemplified  in  a  number  of 
our  species.  The  following  are  known  to  pass  a  greater  or  less 
period  of  the  winter  season  in  a  condition  of  lethargy:  The 
Hear,  Raccoon,  Bats,  Oray  Squirrel,  Chipmunk,  Woodchuck, 
and  Jumping  Mouse.  Of  these  the  Woodchuck  (Ground  Hog) 
affords  the  most  remarkable  example.  With  as^tonishing  reg- 
ularity and  precision,  and  utterly  regardless  of  the  state  of 
weather  or  condition  of  his  food  supply,  he  sinks  into  his  bur- 
row about  the  20th  of  September,*  and  is  rarely  seen  again  be- 

•In  some  sections  of  Pennsylvania  this  animal  does  not  re- 
tire to  winter  quarters,  it  is  said,  before  the  middle  of  October, 
and  he  is  often  seen  in  the  early  part  of  March  and  sometimes 
in  February.— B.  H.  Warren. 
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fore  the  middle  of  March.  It  frequently.  Indeed  usually,  hap- 
pens that  the  time  chosen  for  entering  upon  the  execution  of 
this  singular  proclivity  is  during  fine,  warm  weather  and  at  a 
time  when  the  fields  are  clothed  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  his 
favorite  food,  clover.  In  fact  the  Woodchuck  retires  to  the  cold 
dark  recesses  of  his  cheerless  subterranean  abode  to  commence 
a  period  of  voluntary  seclusion,  to  enter  upon  a  state  of  com- 
plete oblivion  and  absolute  lethargy,  at  the  very  time  when  one 
would  naturally  suppose  he  would  most  enjoy  himself  above 
ground. 

"The  Gray  Squirrel,  on  the  other  hand,  remains  out  nearly 
the  entire  winter,  and  withdraws  to  Its  nest  in  some  hollow  tree 
only  during  the  severest  weather.  The  Raccoon  and  Bear  fur- 
nish examples  of  animals  whose  dormant  periods  are  Interme- 
diate in  duration  between  those  above  cited. 

"Hibernation  is,  after  all,  merely  a  profound  sleep,  intensified 
and  protracted.  Ehirlng  ordinary  sleep  respiration  Is  slackened 
and  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  lower  than  when  the  animal 
is  awake.  The  longer  the  sleep  continues  the  less  frequent  do 
the  respirations  become  and  the  lower  does  the  temperature  fall, 
till  finally  the  condition  of  deep  and  contInu3d  sleep — the  true 
lethargy  of  hibernation — is  attained.  This  apparent  phenom- 
enon, then,  is  a  genuine  physiological  process,  differing  in  de- 
gree only  from  ordinary  sleep.  It  is  the  result  of  conditions  of 
environment,  and  has  become  an  hereditary  habit,  enabling  cer- 
tain mammals  to  exist  during  a  period  when*  their  usual  food 
supply  is  cut  off.  The  dormant  state  is  sometimes  brought  on 
by  extremes  of  temperature,  but  this  Is  not  often  the  case."— 
From  The  Vertebrates  of  the  Adirondack  Region,  Northwest- 
ern New  York,  By  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam,  pp.  28,  29. 

Animals  like  the  Minks,  which  often  make  long 
joumevB  to  good  hunting  grounds,  or  others  such  as 
the  Poxes,  We«sels,  Wildcat,  etc.,  which  frequently 
range  over  large  areas  of  territory,  have  no  difficulty 
to  obtain  necessary  food  supplies,  consequently  hiber- 
nation with  them  is  not  a  necessity  to  maintain  exis 
tence. 

ABUNDANCE    OF    SOME    MAMMALS. 

In  m*an,v  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  mammals — parti- 
cularly species  which  are  readily  disposed  of  to  fur 
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traders — appear  to  be  v<*rv  much  more  abundant  than 
has  been  commonly  supposed.  The  plentitude  of  some 
of  these  species  which  destroy  annually  large  numbers 
of  domesticated  fowls,  game,  etc.,  accounts,  in  a  largo 
degree,  for  the  great  loss  which  is  every  year  sustained 
by  farmers  and  poulterers. 

About  three  years  ago  the  wi-iter  began  to  collect 
statistics  and  data  c-oncerning  the  fur-bearing  and 
poultry-destroying  mammals  which  are  found  in  Penn- 
sylvania. riTorts  in  this  direction  were  eminently 
successful  and  a  large  amount  of  interesting  and  in- 
structive material  was  obtained  from  fur  dealers,  hnn- 
t(»rs,  trappers  and  naturalists  throughout  the  State. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  fire  wliich  bunied  the 
State  Capitol  building  in  February,  18I>7,  destroyed 
this  material  which,  with  everything  elst*  in  the  oflBce 
of  the  writer,  was  consumed.  At  tirst,  when  the  n^ 
ports  from  some  sources  showing  grt^t  numbers  of 
animals  taken  yearly  for  the  1)1] ts  or  bounty  began  to 
reach  the  oflSce,  they  were  lookcni  upon  with  doubt 
and  it  was  thought  they  were  sent  without  proper  in- 
t^uiry  or  by  mistakes,  unwittingly  made.  The  fig- 
ures given,  in  some  cases,  were  so  surprising,  that 
after  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  this  Depart- 
ment, who  in  common  with  the  Zoologist,  was  desirous 
of  publishing  for  public  use  no  misleading  statistics, 
special  efforts  were  made  to  verify  a  number  of  the 
returns  where  there  was  any  possible  room  for  doubt 
as  to  reliability.  These  efforts  showed — barring  a  few 
reports  from  professional  scalp  hunters  and  over-zeal- 
ous fur-buyers — that  the  returns  made  to  this  Depart- 
ment were  c^orrect,  and  where  defective,  it  was  be- 
cause the  pei^ons  preparing  them  had  been  so  cautions 
as  to  underestimate  rather  than  exaggerate.  Tn 
chapter  IX  of  this  document  a  number  of  *^unty  rec- 
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ords"  are  publisheil.  VV^hile  some  of  them,  are  per- 
haps, not  entirely  accurate  thoj  nevertheless  show 
plainly  tliat  large  numbers  of  poultry  and  game  con- 
suming anim{>ls  are  present  in  nearly  every  section  of 
the  State. 

Fi*om  a  few  reports,  received  from  several  reliable 
sources,  and  which  luckily  were  not  destroyed  by  the 
flames,  extracts  as  follows  are  made:  In  the  populous 
and  rich  agricultural  county  of  York,  Mr.  J.  G.  Patter- 
son, of  Stewaiistown,  says: 

"The  fur — chiefly  Muskrats,  Skunks,  Opossums,  Raccoons. 
Minks  and   Foxes— obtained   In  1895.  sold   for  about  $20,000.' 

Hon.  Jas.  G.  Mitchell,  of  Hamilton,  Pa.,  a  gentleman 
who  is  esti^mjed  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  his 
legislative  career,  to  be  one  of  the  most  loyal  advocates 
the  farmers  and  laboring  classes  ever  sent  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Senate,  Avrites  that: 

"From  the  township  of  Perry,  where  I  reside,  there  was,  in 
the  winter  of  1895  and  '96,  at  least  $1,000  worth  of  fur  shipped 
to  New  York.  These  raw  furs,  many  of  which  I  purchased,  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  Skunks,  Muskrats,  Minks  and  Foxes.  A  good 
many  OpoFSums  and  some  Wildcats  are  taken  in  our  county. 
I  consider  $12,000  a  very  conservative  estimate  to  place  on  the 
fur-bearing  animals  annually  taken   in  Jefferson  county." 

THE   WORK    OF   TWO   TRAPPERS. 

In  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  so  ably  represented  in 
our  Ijegislative  halls  for  many  years,  by  Hon.  P.  M. 
Lytle,  who  has  won  distinction  for  liis  rare  oratorical 
ability  and  persistent  advocacy  of  all  matters  which 
would  benefit  farmers  and  the  workingman,  there  re- 
sides an  individual  named  John  P.  Swopo,  who  has 
won  great  local  prominence  because  of  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  Ihe  habits  of  undomesticated  mammals, 
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whieli,  wilk  his  marvelous  skill  as  a  trapper  and  hun 
ter,  enables  him  to*  make  a  good  yearly  income.  In 
relation  to  this  trapper's  work  for  the  years  1895  and 
1896  the  following  paragraphs  are  clipped  from  two 
reliable  newspapers  of  Central  Tennsylvania : 

"John  P.  S-wope,  the  noted  trapper  of  Alexandria,  takes  the 
premium  for  scalps  during  the  year  1895.  Following  is  the 
record  of  payments  to  him  each  month  by  the  county  treasurer: 
February.  |8;  March,  $25.50;  April,  $37.26;  May,  $14.50;  June, 
$38.60;  July,  $86.00;  August,  $49.00;  September,  $48.26;  October. 
$101.50;  November,  $81.00;  December,  $100.75.  Total  for  eleven 
months,  $590.25. 

"The  whole  amount  paid  to  all  persons  for  scalps  during  the 
year  was  $1,157.00,  of  which  Mr.  Swope  received  more  than  one- 
half.  He  was  in  town  on  Thursday  last  and  received  money 
on  the  following:  12  foxes,  13  minks.  1  wildcat— $27.26  for  Jan- 
uary, 1896."— Huntingdon  Globe. 

The  BellefoDte  (Centre  county)  Democrat  of  Decem- 
ber 3,  189l>,  publishes  the  following  relative  to  Mr. 
Swope's  record  durins:  ten  and  a  h«lf  months  for  189(>: 

"John  P.  Swope  makes  a  handsome  living  at  gunning  and 
.trapping.  Gunners  and  trappers  in  Huntingdon  county  are  dis- 
playing considerable  activity  at  the  present  time,  but  peculiar 
interest  centres  in  the  success  of  John  P.  Swope,  of  Alexandria, 
who  is  without  doubt  king  among  trappers  in  central  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr.  Swope  does  nothing  but  trap  the  whole  year  round, 
and  he  m^kes  more  money  at  this  business  than  the  majority 
of  men  receive  in  individual  salaries;  in  fact,  he  gets  each  year 
from  Huntingdon  county  an  amount  that  few  of  the  "big"  men 
of  the  community  would  refuse  to  accept  as  an  annual  stipend. 
Mr.  Swope  Is  well  up  in  the  art  of  trapping.  He  has  many  im- 
itators, but  none  of  the  latter  meet  with  any  great  degree  of 
success.  It  is  said  that  Swope  has  about  fifty  traps  set  nearly 
all  the  while,  and  his  time  is  pretty  much  occupied  in  making 
inspections  at  certain  Intervals.  It  Is  known  that  he  can  trap 
on  the  same  ground  where  others  fall.  This  has  been  demon- 
strated. His  success  has  inspired  jealousy  on  the  part  of  imi- 
tators. On  one  occasion,  at  least,  he  was  warned  by  White 
Cap  notices  to  keep  off  the  premises  of  those  who  have  vainly 
tried  to  achieve  a  measure  of  his  success. 
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"Mr.  Swope's  record  In  trappiner  and  killing  animals  for  which 
a  premium  is  allowed  by  legislative  enactment  and  the  amount 
he  has  received  from  Huntingdon  county  in  the  ten  and  one- 
half  months  of  the  present  year,  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement:  739  foxes,  at  $1.00  each,  1739.00;  13  wildcats,  at  $2.00 
each,  126.00;  1,290  minks,  at  25  c<*nts  each.  $322.50.    Total  I1.087.50." 

A  WYOMING  COUNTY  TRAPPER. 

The  note  books  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Smith,  a  trapper  and 
hunter  of  Mill  City,  Wyoming  county,  Pa.,  showtheithe 
has  taken  the  following  mammals  in  his  neighborhood: 

"In  1889  and  1890,  23  foxes;  43  raccoons;  37  skunks;  19  minks; 
2  wildcats;  SI  muskrats;  1  bear.  1891.  17  foxes;  21  raccoons;  42 
skunks;  7  minks;  3  wildcats;  3  muskrats;  1  bean  1892.  19  foxes; 
S3  raccoons;  60  skiinks;  3  minks;  5  wildcats;  18  muskrats.  1898, 
21  foxes;  81  raccoons;  58  skunks;  7  minks;  4  wildcats;  1  muskrat. 
1894,  18  foxes;  17  raccoons;  44  skunks;  4  minks;  3  wildcats;  2 
muBkrats.  1896.  20  foxes;  30  raccoons;  61  skunks;  1  mink;  8 
muskrats.  1896.  28  foxes;  62  raccoons;  26  skunks.  Total,  146 
foxes;  267  raccoons;  318  skunks;  41  minks;  18  wildcats;  68  musk- 
rats;  2  bears." 

In  1896  Mr.  Smith  captured  an  opossum  which  is  re- 
ported to  be  a  rare  visitor  in  that  region. 

REPORTS  PROM   SOME  FUR   DEAL.ERS. 
MR.  BUSH,  of  Mercer  County: 

Mr.  Obarles  Bush,  of  Greenville,  Mercer  county,  Pa., 
writing  under  date  of  Mav  10, 1896,  says: 

"In  reply  to  your  circular  can  only  say  that  I  have  not  been 
in  the  fur  business  dur'.ngr  the  past  ten  years,  but  from  ten  to 
fifteen  years  previously,  I  handled  a  grreat  many  furs  in  this 
section  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  The  following  is  the 
list  and  about  the  number  handled:  red  foxes,  from  five  to  six 
hundred  (I  should  Judge  perhaps  not  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  number  handled  at  present);  gray  foxes,  from  200  to  30^.  at 
present  one-fourth  the  number;  raccoons.  1,000,  at  present  one- 
half  the  number;  mink,  400  to  600.  at  present  one-half  the  num- 
ber; otter,  20  to  26  pelts,  they  are  scarce  and  rare  at  present; 
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opossums,  200  to  300,  quite  plentiful  at  present;  skunks.  2.000, 
and  they  are  about  the  same  at  present. 

"The  above  figrures  are,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the 
number  of  furs  I  handled.  At  the  same  time  there  were  sev- 
eral others  buying  furs  through  this  section." 

MR.  LEWIS.  OF  JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Lewis,  of  Reynoldsville,  Jefferson  county, 
states  that  the  number  of  skins  he  annually  handles 
m  about  as  follows: 

"Twenty  bears:  126  minks;  150  skunks;  25  red  foxes;  10  gray 
foxes;  200  raccoons;  260  muskrats;  8  otters;  15  wildcats." 

Mr.  Lewis  also  adds  the  following  lines: 

"I  consider  foxes,  weasels,  wildcats  and  the  mink  detrimental 
to  both  farmers  and  sportsmen;  am  earnestly  In  favor  of  a 
bounty  on  these  last-named  animals.  I  have  seen  where  wild- 
cats killed  deer  from  one  to  two  years  old." 

MESSRS.  JORDAN  &  SON.  OF  LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

Messrs.  N.  P.  Jordan  &  Son,  extensive  hatters  and 
furriers,  of  40  West  Market  street,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
in  a  letter  of  April  21,  1896,  say: 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  Inst.,  we  beg  to  state  that 
during  the  past  few  years  we  have  obtained  from  hunters  and 
trappers,  In  this  region,  r.elts  as  follows:  1  otter,  61  minks,  25 
red  foxes,  4  gray  foxes,  373  skunks,  29  'coons,  6  opossums.  486 
muskrats.  This  represents  a  very  small  portion  of  the  animals 
captured  in  this  vicinity,  as  a  large  majority  of  the  hunters 
send  the  pelts  direct  to  the  market  or  sell  them  to  representa- 
tives of  different  firms,  who  have  men  out  continually  during 
the  fur  season,  scouring  the  country  to  buy  up  raw  furs.  We 
have  no  record  of  our  purchases  during  previous  year,  but  the 
above  Is  about  the  average  annually.  Our  books  show  about 
the  same  amount  each  year  for  several  years  In  the  purchase 
of  skins,  which,  of  course.  Indicates  an  equal  number  of  pelts." 

MESSRS.   WEIL,    OF  CHESTER  COUNTY. 

The  Zoologist  is  indebted  to  Messrs.  Morris  and 
Moses  Weil,  fur  dealers  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  for  the 
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following  data  ooDcerning  the  number  of  pelts  thej 
handle  yearly,  and  which  they  buy  in  Cheeter  and 
neighboring  counties,  territory  which  embraces  many 
of  the  most  productive  and  valuable  farms  in  this 
Commonwealth : 

"There  are  from  300  to  500  persons  in  Chester  county  (which, 
by  the  way,  ranks  as  the  third  agricultural  county  in  the  United 
States)  whose  chief  occupation  is  trapping.  The  average  yearly 
catch  of  a  skillful  trapper  of  skunks  is  about  100,  but  some  in- 
dustrious and  skillful  trappers  secure  considerably  more  than 
this  number.  Except  along  the  Brandywlne  and  its  large  tri- 
butaries few  muskrats  are  taken  in  Chester  county.  Exper- 
ienced *rat'  trappers  Along  the  historic  Brandywine  average 
about  100  'rats*  a  season.  One  individual  last  year  caught  be- 
tween 200  and  300.  We  obtain  about  200  minks  annually.  These 
animals  by  reason  of  their  aquatic  habits,  are  found  chiefly 
along  the  Brandywine  and  its  large  feeders,  and  they  also  fre- 
quent mill  dams,  where  stone  and  rubbish  are  plentiful.  We 
have  handled  annually  for  the  last  five  years  not  less  than 
5,000  skunks,  of  which  75  per  cent,  were  taken  in  Chester  county. 
Our  books  for  the  la&t  five  years  show  that  we  have  purchased 
on  an  average  each  year,  the  following  additional  fur-bearing 
animals:  8,000  muskrats.  2,000  opossums,  25  red  foxes,  500  rac- 
coons. We  never  got  a  gray  fox  in  Chester  county,  from  which, 
at  least,  three-fourths  of  all  the  pelts  we  obtain  come.  We  are 
the  largest  buyers  of  raw  furs  In  Chester  county,  and  In  our 
opinion  it  would  be  a  fair  estimate  to  say  we  buy  one-half  of 
the  skins  taken  in  this  region,  so  by  doubling  the  figures  given 
you  can  form  a  good  idea  of  the  number  of  fur-bearing  animals 
which  yearly  are  marketed  from  Chester  and  a  few  districts  of 
the  neighboring  counties." 
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SKUNK.  ]     1 

Mephitis  mephitica. 

DDSCRIPTrON. 

A  heavily- built  animal,  about  the  size  of  the  house  cat,  al- 
though its  body  is  shorter  and  more  bulky;  weig^hs  about 
eight  pounds;  its  legs  are  short,  ears  low.  eyes  brown,  with  a 
long  bushy  tail.  Color  black  (some  examples  maroon  and 
white).  The  white  markings  vary  greatly  In  extent  and  de- 
tail; some  examples  of  the  genus  have  a  small  white  head 
spot  only,  but  the  common  pattern  has  narrow  white  frontal 
(head)  stripe,  a  broad  nuchal  (neck)  white  patch,  from  which 
diverge  on  either  side  of  back,  and  extend  to  or  near  the  two 
stripes  of  white.  The  tall  may  be  black,  but  oftener  it  is 
marked  with  white  especially  terminally. 

Sabitat. — This  species.  Including  Its  varieties  or  subspecies, 
occurs  generally  throughout  temperate  North  America. 

This  familiar  animal  generally  hides  in  some  dark 
retreat  during  the  daylight  although  occasionally  on 
cloudy  days  he  is  seen  abroad  and  he  also  hunts  in  the 
twilight.  Tlie  species  technically  known  as  mephitica 
and  a  form  or  subspecies  called  the  Carolinian  Skunk, 
Mephitis  mephitica  elongata  us  d(  fined  by  Mr.  Bangs, 
with  perhaps  other  subspecies,  are  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  many  thousands  of  these  animals  are  annually 
killed  for  the  fur  trade.  Indeed,  the  long  and  heavy 
coat  of  this  mammal  is  so  valuable  in  the  fur  markets 
that  Skunk  farms  are  conducted  on  an  extensive  and 
profitable  basis  in  New  York,  Ohio  and  other  states. 
The  Skunk,  in  different  shades  of  dress,  which,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  article,  it  is  not  necessary  at  this  time 
to  discuss,  is  one  of  the  common  mammals  of  our 
State. 

SOME  OF   ITS  COMMON  NAMK-S. 

Many  persons  know  the  animal  by  the  name  of  Pole- 
cat, a  term  applied  to  a  small,  brownish-black,  ferret- 
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like  creature — a  member  of  the  Weasel  gi^up — which 
inhabits  the  temperate  zone  of  Europe  and  Asia*  Tihe 
common  domesticated  Ferret,  so  frequently  employed 
to  hunt  Rabbits  and  Rats,  is,  it  is  believed,  a  descen- 
dant of  the  Polecat  of  the  Old  World.  Some  furriers 
sell  Skunks— those  lacking  the  white  stripee  on  backs 
— under  the  name  "Alaska  Sable,"  and  many  ladies 
wear  these  pelts  and  never  know  they  once  covered 
the  backs  of  vile-smelling  and  insect-devouring  ani- 
mals of  the  genus  MephUis. 

SOME   OF  ITS  ENBJMIES. 

This  well-known  quadruped,  it  matters  but  little 
whether  called  Canadian  Skunk,  Carolinian  Skunk, 
Polecat  or  "Alaska  Sable,"  has  numerous  enemies  to 
contend  with,  notwithstanding  the  wise  provision 
nature  has  made  to  enable  it  to  prevent  their  near  and 
dangerous  approach.  *  The  Skunk  has  great  confidence 
in  its  battery  and  is  often  enabled,  when  acting  on  the 
defensive,  or,  if  aroused  by  either  anger  or  fright,  to 
protect  its  life  from  preying  animals,  by  discharging 
from  the  anal  glands  a  yellowish  fluid  of  most  pene- 
trating and  sickening  odor.  This,  however,  is  not 
always  the  case,  and  the  slow-moving  Skunk  often  be- 
comes a  victim  of  its  own  temerity  inspired,  doubtless, 
by  too  much  confidence  in  the  repelling  powers  of  the 
contents  of  its  perfume  reservoirs. 

Among  carnivorous  mammals,  the  Wildcat,  Red 
Pox,  Mink  and  Weasel  will  attack  and  kill  Skunks. 
Large  Hawks,  particularly  the  Red-tailed  species  and 
the  powerful  Goshawk,  also  capture  them.  The  Snowy 
Owl,  when  pressed  by  hunger,  will,  it  is  stated,  some- 
times make  a  meal  on  a  Skunk  which  happens  to  cross 
its  path;    and    the  Great  Horned  Owl  often  attacks 
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iSkunks.  On  two  occasions  I  liave  known  thai  re- 
mains of  recently  killed  skunks  were  discovered  in 
nests  occupied  by  Great  Horned  Owls;  and  at  different 
times  I  have  secured  owls  of  this  species  which  were 
so  strongly  scented  with  odor  that  there  was  no  room 
to  question  what  they  had  been  feeding  upon  or  med- 
dling with.  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Jackson,  of  West  Chester, 
Pa.,  writing  in  the  '^Ornithologist  and  Oologist,"  June, 
1886,  says: 

"Great  Horned  Owls  are  liberal  providers  for  their  young. 
I  have  frequently  found  full  grown  Rabbits  lying  In  the  nest 
beside  the  young,  and  scarcely  a  nest  visited  did  not  have  a 
strong  odor  of  Skunk,  while  bones  and  feathers  were  scattered 
around  attesting  to  the  predaceous  habits  of  the  proprietors." 

Chief  among  all  tlie  enemies  which  the  poor  and 
well-disposed  Mephitis  has  to  guard  against  is  man, 
who  should  often  protect  rather  than  persecute  this 
animal. 

THEY   DO   MUCH   GOOD. 

Of  all  our  mammals  this  species  is  probably  the  most 
valuable  to  the  farmer  and  fruit  grower.  The  insect 
eating  habits  of  this  nocturnal  prowler  are  so  gener- 
ally  known  to  the  farmers  of  the  hop-growing  districts 
of  the  Empire  State  that  local  laws  have  been  enacted 
for  the  protection  of  the  much  abused  and  persecuted 
Skunks,  which  Dr.  C.  H.  Merriam  very  truly  says,  is 

"Pre-eminently  an  insect  eater;  he  destroys  more  beetles, 
grasshoppers  and  the  like  than  all  our  other  mammals  together, 
and  In  addition  to  these  devours  vast  numbers  of  mice." 

From  numerous  reports  received  at  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  from  farmers,  poulterers  and  sports- 
men in  Pennsylvania  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  odorif- 
erous Skunk  is  not  regarded  with  much  favor;  in  fact, 
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but  a  small  number  of  our  correftpondenls  appear  to 
know  that  he  pos«jesses  any  especial  inclination  tx>  eat 
insects  and  destructive  larvae.  The  general  impres- 
sion seems  to  be  that  this  animal  reaches  the  acme  of 
bliss  when  lie  can  gain  an  entrance  to  a  hen  coop  and 
devour  chickens  or  suck  eggs;  and  it  matters  but  little 
how  old  the  latter  may  be. 

SPORTSMEN    GENERALLY    DE^SPISE    SKUNKS. 

A  number  of  sportmen  who  spend  considerable  time 
every  year  in  the  woods  and  fields  give  the  Skunk  a 
record  blacker  than  the  pelt  of  the  most  marketable 
Polecat. 

With  few  exceptions  the  testimony  from  sportsmen 
is  that  the  main  thing  the  Skunk  lives  for  in  this  region 
is  to  devour  the  eggs  of  Grouse,  Quail  and  other  bii^ds 
which  nest  on  or  close  to  the  ground.  Such  opinions 
concerning  the  Skunk  are  wrong,  yet  they  are,  unfor- 
tunately, quite  generally  entertained  by  a  large  class 
of  our  citizens  who  become  unjustly  prejudiced  against 
this  useful  mammal  and  destroy  him  find  his  family, 
when  in  reality  these  animals  are  of  great  benefit  on 
the  farm  where  detrimental  insects  and  sleek-coated 
rodents  are  almost  c<mtinually  at  work  preying  on  the 
crops. 

DR.   MHRRIAM'S    •>BSERVATIONS. 

Concerning  the  food  habits  of  the  Skunk,  Dr.  C. 
Hart  Merriam,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  a  gentleman  who 
i:*!  universally  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  and 
reliable  economic  zoologists  in  America,  says: 

"He  preys  upon  mice,  salamanders,  frogs,  and  the  eggs  of 
birds  that  nest  on  or  within  reach  from  the  ground. 

"At  times  he  eats  carrion,  and  if  he  chances  to  stumble  upon 
a  hen's  nest  the  eggs  are  Uable  to  suffer;  and  once  in  a  while 
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he  acquires  the  evil  habits  of  robbing  the  hen-roost.  Still,  as  a 
rule.  Skunks  are  not  addicted  to  this  vice,  and  it  is  with  them 
very  much  as  it  is  with  dogs  and  cats;  for  every  now  and  then 
a  dog  will  get  into  the  habit  of  killing  sheep,  and  a  cat  of  kill- 
ing chickens  and  sucking  eggs,  and  yet  we  do  not  wage  a  war- 
fare of  extermination  against  them,  collectively,  on  account 
of  the  sins  of  a  few  of  their  number. 

"He  is  of  the  greatest  practical  value  to  the  hop-grower, 
for  he  frequents  the  hop-yard  with  great  regularity,  and  greed- 
ily devours  the  insect  pests  that,  from  their  numbers  and  de- 
structiveness,  always  injure,  and  sometimes  ruin  the  crop.    * 

•  •  Indeed,  the  benefit  that  accrues  to  the  farmer  from  the 
occupancy  of  his  premises  by  a  family  of  these  useful  animals 
can  hardly  be  over-esttmated.  They  are  large  eaters  and  sub- 
sist almost  exclusively  upon  his  greatest  enemies,  mice  and  in- 
sects. 

"Of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  he  may  easily  convince  him- 
self by  merely  taking  the  trouble  to  examine  any  bit  of  'Skunk 
Sign*  that  he  happens  to  come  across;  for  in  the  summer  sea- 
son, their  dejections  consist  wholly  of  the  indigestible  chltenous 
coverings  of  beetles,   grasshoppers  and  other  insects.*" 

These  statements  from  the  facile  pen  of  the  genial 
and  able  Merriam,  to2:et'her  with  such  infonnation  as 
any  one  can  readil.v  j?ain  by  devoting  a  little  study  to 
the  Skunk  in  his  native  haunts  should  cause  the 
thoughtful  farmer's  boy  to  hesitate  before  destroy- 
ing every  Skunk  and  its  family  which  he  may  come 
acroes. 

SOMETIMES    DISTRESSES    OTHER    NIGHT    TRAVELERS. 

Of  course  we  know  it's  very  tryinj?  on  a  "fellow's 
felins'"  when  he  goes  out,  "as  the  shades  of  night  are 
falling/'  in  a  nice  clean  buggy  drawn  by  a  well  kept 
tnotter,  to  run  over  a  clumsy  prowling  Skunk  when  he 
is  hunting  to  see  his  best  girl;  but  always  bear  in 
mind  it  might  have  been  much  worse  if  that  best  girl 

•The  vertebrates  of  the  Adirondack  region,  N.  E.  New  York, 
Dec.  1888. 
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had  been  with  you.  Yet,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  ISkunk  should  not  be  too  severely  censured;  the 
chancres  are  he  would  suffer  more  from  the  unexpected 
meeting  than  you. 

Remember,  also,  the  8kunk  tribe  should  not  be  per- 
secuted because  you  may  on  one  occasion  have  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  have  gotten  a  good  supply  of 
perfume  when  **a  wooing  you  would  go." 

INTERE5STING  AND  VALUABLE  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  information  on  succeeding  pages  of  this  paper 
under  the  caption,  *What  Farmers,  Poulterers  and 
Sportsmen  Say  About  Skunks,"  is  both  interesting 
and  instructive,  although  it  shows  a  wide  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  good  or  e^il  which  these  mam- 
mals do. 

While  it  is  true  that  many  of  these  contributors, 
who  have  kindly  taken  the  trouble  to  send  their  views 
on  the  food-habits  of  Skunks,  condemn  them,  it  is  a 
fact  worthy  of  note,  in  this  connection,  to  observe  that 
no  one  of  these  correspondents  who  has  examined  the 
stomachs  of  any  considerable  number  .of  Skunks  is 
found  denouncing  thc^ni.  According  to  my  experience 
i:^kunks,  either  alive  or  dead,  are  very  disagreeable  to 
handle,  and  to  this  fact,  no  doubt,  must  be  largely 
attributed  the  censure  so  many  persons  heap  on  them. 
Furthennore,  Skunks  are  most  active  in  the  night 
time  and  the  many  good  deeds  they  do  about  the  farm- 
er's possessions  are  not  nearly  so  easily  seen  as  are  the 
results  of  their  occasional  predatory  visits  when  they 
kill  chickens  or  suck  eggs. 

THE  SNEAKING  CAT  AND  CUNNING  RAT. 

I  am  a  lover  of  birds — game,  song,  insectivorous,  and 
raptorial  kinds — and  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  en- 
22.n 
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deavor,  in  my  feeble  way,  to  protect  these  beautiful 
creatures  whicli  a  tlioughtfnl  Maker  placed  on  earth 
to  assist  mankind.  I  certainly  would  have  a  much 
higher  regard  for  Skunks  if  they  evinced  less  industry 
ill  seeking  the  eggs  and  young  of  ground-nesting  feath- 
ered tenants  of  the  fields,  clearings  and  forests,  when 
they  go  in  search  of  May  beetles,  larvae,  Mice  and 
other  enemies  of  agi-iculture.  However,  I  am  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  Skunks  are  often  blamed  for  rob- 
bingneststhat  have  been  visited  by  other  pilfering  ani- 
mals. 

The  common  house  cat — concerning  which  Dr.  A.  K. 
Fisher  truly  says: 

"That  gigantic  ♦  •  •  fraud,  is  petted  and  fed  and  given 
a  secure  shelter  frcwn  which  it  may  emerge  in  the  evening  to 
spread  destruction  among  the  feathered  tribe" — 

does  a  great  deal  of  mischief  in  the  poultry  yard  an<J 
devours  all  the  wild  birds,  both  old  and  young,  it  can 
ratoh.  It  Is  a  sly  robber  and  frequently  its  depreda- 
tions are  charged  to  other- animals. 

Rats,  likewise,  are  cunning  and  vexatious  pests,  and 
their  deeds  of  rapine  are  often  unjustly  placed  to  the 
discredit  of  Skunks,  Hawks,  Owls,  Weasels,  etc. 

THEY  CATCH  BENEFICIAL  INSECTS. 

It  is  unquestionably  (rue,  as  intimated  by  my  friend 
Dr.  Thornton  (see  page  359),  that  Skunks  consume  benc*- 
ftcial  insects,  particularly  predaceous  ground  beetles 
which,  with  their  larvae,  catch  Army  Worms,  Cut- 
Worms,  etc.,  yet  the  painstaking  investigations  of 
economic  entomologists  and  mammalogists,  prove  be- 
yond all  doubt  tiiat  the  noxious  forms  of  insect  pests 
which  they  feed  upon  are  the  ones  which  in  the  great 
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luajoHty  of  cases  so  often  distend  the  stomachs  of 
Skunks  they  dissect. 

THESE  FARMERS   DEFEND   SKUNKS. 

Tlie  very  instructive  iiaragraphs  (see  page  344)  from 
the  pen  of  Hon.  F.  N.  Moore,  a  loyal  friend,  and  one 
of  the  best  and  most  successful  advocates  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests  that  ever  represented  Bradford 
county  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  explains  in 
a  very  succinct  manner  the  good  habits  of  Skunks. 
The  terse  communfcution  from  Mi*.  Moore's  pen  shows 
that  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  of  his  locality  have, 
by  a  little  careful  observation,  learned  the  great  worth 
of  these  animals  which  are  of  so  much  service  in  pro- 
tecting their  potato  and  corn  crops  from  "white  grubs" 
that  in  receat  years  have  been  doing  a  great  amount 
of  damage  in  many  parts  of  this  Commonwealth. 

SKUNK  FARMING. 

This  industry,  when  properly  conducted,  is  said  to 
be  a  very  profitable  business.  The  wnter  is  unable 
either  from  personal  observation  or  practical  exper- 
ience to  give  any  information  on  this  matter.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  number  of  requests  have  come  to 
this  office  from  farmers  and  others  who  desired  to 
learn  some  facts  about  Skunk  farming,  the  following 
extracts  are  made  from  an  interesting  paper  written 
by  Mr.  Arthur  D.  Warner,  and  published  in  the  "Rural 
New  Yorker,"  Feb.  13,  1892: 

"One  of  the  pioneers  in  the  Skunk-breeding  industry  is  Mr. 
Henry  Ournsey,  of  I^ima,  N.  Y.  Mr  Gurnsey  has  been  for  a 
number  of  years  a  dealer  in  Skunk  and  other  furs,  and  about 
six  years  ago  determined  to.  at  tempt  the  breeding  of  Skunks 
in  confinement.  He  first  inclosed  a  portion  of  his  backyard  by 
a  tight  board  fence,  and  sank  planks  in  the  ground  below  the 
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fence.  Then  he  trapped  or  bought  a  few  pairs  of  Skunks,  and 
placed  them  In  the  Inclosure.  The  experinvent  was  a  success 
from  the  first.  The  Skunks  increased  so  rapidly  as  to  become 
at  length  somewhat  of  a  nuisance  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  a  village,  and  Mr.  Gumsey  decided  to  remove  them  to  some 
point  in  the  country  where  he  could  engage  In  Skunk  farming 
on  a  scale  worthy  of  the  name.  He  found  a  suitable  location 
about  three  miles  east  of  Lima  village,  and  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  W.  Shaddack.  who  owns  a  part  of  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  farm  and  who  assists  In  caring  for  the  ani- 
mals. 

THE  FARM. 

"About  five  acres  were  Inclosed.  A  trench  was  dug  In  line 
with  the  proposed  fence,  and  planks  were  sunk  in  It  a  depth 
of  two  feet;  then  it  was  filled  In  on  both  sides  of  the  fence  with 
small  stones,  which  were  covered  with  earth.  The  part  of  the 
fence  above  ground  is  tight  and  four  feet  high.  On  a  recent 
visit  to  this  farm  a  faint  but  characteristic  odor  warned  us  of 
the  proximity  of  the  "ranch."  On  arriving,  It  became  evident 
at  once  that  a  steep  sldehlU,  underlaid  by  a  tenacious  clay 
subsoil  and  which  would  be  worthless  for  other  purposes,  is  the 
proper  thing  for  Skunk  breeding.  It  is  only  on  steep  land  that 
the  burrows  can  be  made  with  ease,  and  all  of  them  have  good 
drainage.  The  hill  rises  to  a  height  of  perhaps  150  feet  above 
the  road  which  runs  along  the  base. 

"The  face  of  this  Incline  is  honeycombed  all  over  Its  surface 
by  hundreds  of  Skunks'  "nests,"  but  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  a  casual  passer-by  will  see  little  of  interest  within 
the  inclosure  at  any  season.  Only  occasionally  will  a  Skunk, 
driven  out  by  hunger,  make  its  way  to  a  portion  of  some 
freshly  slaughtered  animal  that  has  been  placed  there  for 
food.  But  about  six  P.  M.  on  summer  days,  and  somewhat 
earlier  In  the  spring  and  fall,  the  colony  begins  to  show  signs  of 
activity,  black  heads  appear,  then  bodies  emerge  and  make 
their  way  down  zig-zag  paths  of  their  own  making  toward  the 
point  where  food  Is  placed;  from  this  time  on  during  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  night  the  hillside  may  be  said  to  be 
literally  alive  with  Skunks. 

THEIR   POOD. 

"The  question  of  obtaining  food  for  them  Is  the  all-absorbing 
one  with  the  proprietors  of  the  ranch.  During  the  Woodchuck 
season  they  are  out  day  after  day  scouring  the  country  for 
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these  animals,  and  other  hunters  are  also  kept  busy.  But 
Woodchuck,  'coons  and  other  small  srame  are  not  found  in 
sufficient  nun>foer8.  and  a  large  supply  of  meat  is  obtained  In 
the  shape  of  domestic  animals  which  have  outlived  their  period 
of  usefulness,  or  have  met  an  untinaely  death.  The  wants  of 
the  Skunk  breeders  are  pretty  well  known  all  through  this  sec- 
tion of  county,  and  they  are  often  summoned  by  telephone, 
letter  or  verbally  to  go  and  relieve  a  man  of  a  decrepit  horse,  a 
dead  cow,  or  abandoned  sheep.  When  the  supply  of  meat  be- 
comes too  great  for  immediate  use.  It  is  cut  from  the  carcasses 
and  salted  down  in  barrels  in  the  cellar  of  one  of  the  buildings 
which  are  attached  to  the  ranch.  Later  on  this  meat  is  taken 
up  and  boiled  in  a  large  cauldron,  meal  is  added,  and  the  mix- 
ture as  well  as  water  for  drinking,  is  placed  In  a  series  of 
troughs  along  the  base  of  the  hill.  As  Skunks  become  semi- 
dormant,  they  consume  but  little  food  during  the  coldest  parts - 
of  winter.  In  spring  and  fall,  carcasses  are  left  out  for  several 
days  until  consumed.  As  this  can  not  be  done  in  hot  weather, 
the  cooked  ration  is  fed  largely.  The  Skunks  breed  In  early 
spring,  eight  or  ten  making  a  litter.  By  fall  the  young  ones 
are  full-grown,  and  cannot  be  told  from  the  old.  Overfeeding 
must  be  guarded  against,  as  It  reduces  the  size  of  the  litter. 

THEIR   NESTS. 

"Recently  I  visited  the  farm  during  the  annual  killing,  which 
begins  about  December  1.  Six  or  eight  men  were  at  work  on 
the  steep  hillside  digging  out  the  Skunks,  which  are  placed  In 
sacks,  held  by  helpers.  These  holes  or  nests  are  made  by  the 
proprietors  with  spade  and  shovel,  by  digging  downward  Into 
the  bank  for  three  or  four  feet.  As  it  Is  hard  to  dig  under  it 
without  causing  it  to  cave,  an  earth  roof  is  not  generally  made; 
instead,  the  large  cavity  Is  nearly  covered  with  rails  and  boards, 
and  dirt  Is  thown  over. 

"Skunks  burrow  but  little,  and  In  a  wild  state  appropriate  the 
holes  of  Woodchucks  and  other  burrowing  animals.  New 
holes  are  made  as  fast  as  the  colony  seems  to  require  them. 
There  Is  no  regularity  as  to  the  number  inhabiting  a  hole;  not 
less  than  two  or  three  were  found,  but  In  some  cases  fifteen 
or  twenty  had  crowded  together  in  one  hole. 

IN  SLAUGHTERING  SEASON. 

"The  males  also  were  found  collected  in  one  portion  of  the 
grounds.  At  the  "Skunk  harvest"  the  roofs  are  thrown  off 
the  holes,   and   a   little  digging   brings  out   all   that   are  insldp. 
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When  a  bag  is  filled,  the  man  throws  It  over  hia  shoulder  and 
carries  It  down  to  the  skinningr  room.  Here  the  animals  are 
sorted.  The  best  marked  are  saved  for  breeding,  one  In  ten 
belngr  a  male.  They  will  be  kept  In  the  building  until  all  have 
been  dug  out,  when  they  are  turned  into  the  inclosure.  Those 
to  be  killed  are  taken  outside  and  dispatched  by  a  blow  on 
the  head,  and  skinned  as  soon  as  dead.  Only  rarely  da  they 
throw  scent  at  this  operation.  The  sk'.ns  are  hung  up  to  dry 
with  the  flesh  side  out.  The  building  contained  many  Fox. 
'Coon  and  Muskrat  skins,  besides  hundreds  of  Skunk  pelts.  The 
output  of  the  ranch  will  be  about  SOO  skins  this  year,  as  many 
live  Skunks  will  be  kept  for  the  next  year's  breeding.  Before 
the  carcasses  are  removed  after  skinning,  the  fat  Is  cut  off 
and  tried  into  oil.  Good  black  skins  are  worth  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $1.50  each." 


WHAT  FARMERS,  POULTERERS    AND  SPORTS 
MEN  SAY  ABOUT  SKUNKS. 

ADAMS  COUNTY. 

DR.  C.  E.  GOLDSBOROUG-H,  Hunterstown: 

Polecats  are  an  abomination:  they  kill  chickens,  rub  hens*  and 
birds'  neets,  bee  nests;  but  they  are  suppoi-ed  also  to  destroy 
much  vermin.  We  have  Skunks  or  Pol' cats  very  common. 
Woodchucks  or  Groundhogs  rare  In  lowlands,  tolerably  common 
in  highlands.  Rabbit  or  Cottontail  numerous  everywhere. 
Wildcats  common  in  the  mountains  of  the  county;  field  or 
meadow  mice  very  common;  Minks.  Mol(*s  and  Weasels  com- 
mon. Foxes  common,  Muskrats  very  common;  Squirrels,  Rac- 
coon and  Opossum  common. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

JOHN  NELSON.  Talley  Oavey: 

They  will  not  let  us  get  an  eKg  If  they  can  have  their  way; 
have  caught  them  In  the  act  of  stealing  eggs  of  fowls. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

Dr.   L.  B.  SCHNATTBRLY,  Freeport: 

They  are  a  great  enemy  to  the  farmers'  poultry  and  very  de- 
structive   to    nests    of    Partridge    (Quail)    and    Pheasant.    Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34:] 

James  Harbison  tells  me  that  he  caught  a  Polecat  destroying 
a  nest  of  eggs  of  Quail  that  was  Just  ready  to  hatch  out.  The 
Groundhog  will  do  the  same. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

E.   M.  ANGLE,  Pottervllle: 

Skunks  are  destructive  to  Rabbits,  Pheasants  and  Quail.  I 
have  known  them,  with  the  Red  Fox,  to  be  the  most  destructive 
to  the  above-mentioned  game.  Proof — localities  where  the 
Skunk  and  Fox  are  nearly  extinct  you  will  And  said  game  in 
plenty  and  vice  versa.  They  are  also  injurious  to  the  farmer's 
fields;  in  the  absence  of  game,  poultry,  etc.,  they  will  take  to 
the  meadows  and  pastures  and  If  the  land  be  sidehill  or  slop- 
ing will  commence  at  the  lower  side  and  turn  over  every 
movable  atone  that  is  not  too  large  for  their  strength,  in  search 
of  ants,  tumble-bugs,  eggs  and  crickets,  and  some  certain  grubs 
and  worms.  This,  some  may  say,  is  beneficial;  if  so,  the  damage 
done  is  so  much  greater  than  the  little  good,  that  the  good  sinks 
into  insignificance.  I  had  a  meadow  of  about  three  acres 
sloping  to  the  northeast  about  two  years  ago.  well  seeded  to 
timothy  and  clover,  and  when  mowed  of  a  splendid  stand;  di- 
rectly after  mowing  they  commenced  in  the  aforesaid  way 
at  the  bottom  and  turned  the  stones  over  a  few  rods  of  ground 
every  night  (for  like  all  evil  doers  they  work  at  night)  until 
they  reached  the  top;  by  that  time  there  had  accumulated  the 
same  food  under  the  stones  again  and  they  would  overturn 
every  stone,  placing  the  stone  on  new  grass  after  having  left 
it  Just  long  enough  to  kill  the  graFS  where  it  lay,  the  sun.  wind, 
and  covering  having  deFtroyed  the  grass  until  the  field  was 
ruined  until  taken  up  and  newly  seeded.  Having  witnessed  the 
aforesaid  charges  against  this  animal  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  they  are  one  of  the  farmer's  foes.  Yes,  sir,  they  are 
worse  than  a  mortgage  on  your  farm  drawing  compound  Inter- 
est, for  they  increase  faster  and  in  a  greater  ratio,  and  I  am 
in  favor  of  a  light  bounty,  say,  with  the  present  price  of  furs, 
twenty-five  cents  per  head,  but  please  don't  give  a  larger  one 
to  the  Justice  unless  the  law  be  so  amended  that  the  said  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace  must  skin  them. 

I  consider  the  Skunk  very  injurious  for  the  following  reasons: 
In  localities  where  farmers  do  not  have  good  protection  for 
their  poultry  they  will  destroy  both  old  and  young  that  roost 
low  enough  for  them  to  reach.  They  are  cunning  fellows  and 
show    great    wisdom.    If   a   young   turkey    or   guinea   fowl    are 
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apt  to  wander  to  a  distance  that  they  may  hide  their  nesting 
place,  the  Skunk,  keen  of  scent,  soon  locates  the  nest  and  eats 
the  eggs;  should  the  birds  be  lucky  enough  to  lay  their  quota 
and  commence  setting,  of  course,  the  odor  is  still  stronger  and 
the  Skunks  can  scent  at  a  greater  distance;  they  will  drive  off 
the  birds  and  eat  the  eggs,  being  careful  to  save  the  birds 
that  they  may  keep  them  supplied  with  such  toothsome  food 
and  will  not  kill  "the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg,**  until 
they  see  they  are  not  likely  to  get  any  more  or  are  driven  by 
excessive  hunger  to  attack  the  mother  bird.  This  same  being 
true  should  they  come  upon  the  mother  bird  while  with  their 
young  they  will  destroy  the  young  by  piecemeal  as  they  will 
have  need,  not  like  the  Mink  or  Weasel,  destroy  for  the  blood 
and  leave  several  dead  In  a  pile. 

HON.  F.  N.  MOORE,  North  Orwell: 

-  Skunks  are  quite  plentiful  in  my  locality,  but  twenty  years 
ago  they  were  much  more  numerous,  and  at  that  time  we  did 
not  experience  the  great  losses  we  now  sustain  in  our  mead- 
ows through  the  ravages  of  white  grubs  which  are  the  larvae 
of  the  May  beetle  or  tumble-bug.  In  this  region  we  grow  po- 
tatoes extensively  for  the  eastern  markets  and  experience  ma- 
terial losses  to  the  potato  crops  as  well  as  to  com  by  reason 
of  the  white  grub  eating  them.  These  inroads  made  by  the 
white  grub  became  of  such  a  serious  character  that  It  brought 
out  discussion  among  our  farmers  at  local  grange  meetings, 
when  It  was  learned  that  the  potato  and  corn  fields,  most  ad- 
jacent to  sections  where  Skunks  harbored,  were  least  damaged 
by  these  larvae.  Observation  proved  that  the  Skunks,  to  get 
the  grubs,  dug  small  round  holes  In  the  hills  and  rows  of  the 
potatoes.  The  testimony  of  our  observing  and  intelligent  farm- 
ers is  that  the  Skunk  is  the  greatest  enemy  to  these  noxious 
pests,  for  he  not  only  seeks  them  in  the  plowed  ground,  but 
will  dig  for  them  In  the  meadow  and  pasture  lands. 

Skunks,  as  is  well-known  to  every  one,  will  turn  over  flat 
stones,  pieces  of  wood,  etc.,  which  serve  as  harboring  places 
for  crickets,  ants,  grasshoppers,  army  worms,  may  beetles  and 
other  forms  of  Insect  life  which  subsist  on  the  farmer's  crops. 
While  It  Is  true  the  Skunk  occasionally  will  visit  the  hen  roost 
or  get  under  the  barn  to  the  dismay  of  the  farmer's  dog,  and 
the  disgust  of  the  farmer's  boy,  yet  the  damage  which  he  does 
in  the  poultry  yard  is  light  when  compared  with  his  beneficent 
services,  rendered  in  destroying  insects,  mice  and  other  ver- 
min  which   attack   the  farmer's  crops  by  day  and   night.    The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Skunk  is  the  most  piofUable  source  of  revenue  of  any  of  the 
fur-bearing  animals  captured  by  the  Juvenile  trappers  and 
hunters  in  our  section.  Many  a  boy  Is  made  happy  with  a  new 
pair  of  skates,  and  a  cheap  shotgun,  secured  by  barter  at  the 
country  store  in  exchange  for  pelts  of  this  highly  perfumed 
animal. 

My  observation  as  a  practical  farmer  is  that  these  animals 
are  certainly  friends,  not  enemies  of  agriculture,  and  that  the 
indiscriminate  slaughter  of  them  or  a  bounty  which  will  en- 
courage their  extermination  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  farm- 
ing interest. 

J.  S.  aAY,  Terry  town: 

Skunks  are  very  Injurious;  they  are  very  plentiful  and  will 
catch  all  the  chickens  that  they  can  find;  also  suck  eggs. 

W.  R.  PARK,  Athens: 

Injurious;  destroy  eggs,  game  and  eggs  of  game  birds.  Being 
a  sportsman  I  desire  to  protect  game  and  favor  the  killing  of 
Skunks. 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

JOHN  F.  WEAKLY,  SUppery  Rock: 

I  think  Skunks  are  a  benefit  as  they  liv«  almost  entirely  on 
bugs  and  worms. 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

M.  E.  KDMERBR,  Welssport: 
Skunks  kill  chickens  and  other  kinds  of  poultry. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

T.  H.  HARTER,  Bellefonte: 

I  think  the  Polecat  Is  the  most  destructive  to  our  game  as 
it  does  Its  work  at  night  and  catches  the  birds  while  hatching. 
In  my  opinion  Skunks  are  injurious  because  they  feed  upon 
game  when  they  can  get  it.  I  consider  them  next  to  the  Hawk 
In  destructiveness  to  game. 
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CAM]^RIA  COUNTY. 

MR.  PIERSON.  Dysart: 

Skunks  eat  eggs  of  the  ground  birds  (the  kind  that  are  bene- 
ficial to  the  farmer,  such  as  Thrush,  Catbird  and  native  Spar- 
row). Thej'  have  killed  a  great  amount  of  chickens  around 
here;  have  lost  some  myself  and  set  trars  and  cp.ught  them 
in  my  hen  house.    They  are  Injurious. 

JOHN  F.  THOMAS.  Carrolltown: 

While  the  Skunk  devours  many  Insects  and  other  vermin.  It 
Is  obnoxious  to  the  farmer  and  sports-man.  They  are  Invaria- 
bly abroad  on  wet  nights,  when  they  may  be  found  prowling 
about  the  barn  or  hen  coop,  and  have  even  been  killed  in  cel- 
lars of  inhabited  houses.  Their  methods  of  procuring  insects 
manifests  much  cunning.  I  have  seen  them  go  about  a  field  In 
the  evening  overturning  all  small  flat  stones  in  their  way,  and 
quickly  gather  up  all  the  surprised  bugs  and  beetles.  It  Is  un- 
suspecting and  may  be  taken  with  a  steel  trap  very  easily. 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

THOS.   B.   DARLINGTON,  West  Chester: 

The  Skunk  or  Polecat  Is  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  poultry 
yard,  for  poultry  or  eggs,  or  both,  and  breaking  up  setting  hens. 

A.  SHARPLBSS,  West  Chester: 

The  Skunk  has  been  pretty  plentiful  here  in  years  past.  I 
think  It  Is  more  beneficial  to  the  farmer  than  otherwise.  True, 
old  ones  sometimes  destroy  young  chickens  when  exposed  at 
night,  but  their  food  seems  principally  to  be  noxious  Insects;  I 
long  since  forbid  their  destruction  on  my  farm.  There  will  be  no 
danger  here  of  any  surplus  of  these  animals,  as  the  value 
of  their  pelts  is  such  that  trappers  will  keep  their  numibers 
down. 

HARRY  WILSON,  Gum  Tree: 

In  my  opinion  are  one  of  the  most  beneficial  animals;  their 
principal  food  as  shown  by  their  stomachs  and  excretions  are 
Insects,  such  as  beetles  and  grasshoppers.  I  had  an  Illustration 
of  their  food  habits  shown  to  me  a  couple  of  years  since.  I 
had  been  hunting  Groundhogs  one  summer  evening  and  re- 
turning through  a  clover  field  near  a  woods  I  saw  a  small  black 
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animal  moving:  about  in  the  grass  near  my  Intended  path.  I 
soon  found  on  nearer  approach  it  was  a  half-grrown  Skunk; 
so  coming  to  a  stand  I  watched  its  methods  of  getting  a  liveli- 
hood; It  wandered  first  one  way  and  then  another  until  it 
came  within  a  few  feet  of  me  standing  quite  still;  It  never  took 
the  least  notice  of  me.  It  was  searching  for  grasshoppers  as 
was  evident  from  its  actions.  Walking  with  its  short  steps  it 
made  a  sort  of  stiff,  wrigglelike  progress;  when  it  came  across 
a  grasshopper,  stiffened  by  cold  and  dew  after  night-fall,  which 
would  hop  but  two  or  three  inches,  it  gave  a  short  spring 
placing  both  paws  on  the  'hopper  which  it  proceeded  to  eat  at 
leisure.  I  watched  this  Skunk  until  too  dark  to  see  Its  opera- 
tions any  longer  and  his  method  of  capturing  was  always  the 
same — catching  the  insect  with  his  paws  first.  When  a  Skunk 
however,  acquires  a  taste  for  hen  eggs  and  young  chickens, 
death  alone,  I  believe,  will  stop  his  ravages  in  the  poultry  yard, 
and  I  have  had  annoyance  given  me  by  them;  but  the  death  Is 
easily  affected;  an  egg  containing  strychnine  proves  very  tempt- 
ing and  he  commits  suicide.  I  believe  that  could  the  Polecat  be 
educated  to  abandon  the  habit  of  using  perfumery  and  eating 
a  chance  chicken  (which  might  afterwards  die  of  gapes)  which 
might  come  In  his  way,  he  would  become  a  highly  beneficial 
and  useful  animal  to  mankind. 

DR.  WALTER  VAN  FLDE)T.  West  Grove: 
Skunks  beneficial;  stomach  usually  filled  with  Insects. 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

J.  BLrAIR  RBAD,  Clearfield: 
Injurious.    Destroying  poultry. 

JAMES  THOMAS,   Curwensville: 

I  had  forty  young  and  an  old  turkey  killed  In  three  succes- 
sive nights  by  a  Skunk.  I  trapped  It  and  It  was  not  a  very 
large  one  either. 

ABRAHAM  NKVELING.  Coalport: 
Skunks  are  Injurious;  they  destroy  poultry  and  eggs. 

E.  GARD  EDWARDS,  Ramey: 

Skunks  are  more  Injurious  than  otherwise  on  account  of  dep- 
redations on  poultry. 
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W.  J.  STULiL,   Coalport: 
Skunks  injurious;  destuctive  to  poultry. 

E)NOS  BL.OOM,  New  MiUport: 

The  Skunk  or  Polecat  is  very  common  and  very  destructive 
to  poultry  and  eggs.  They  are  so  bold  that  they  will  enter  a 
poultry  house  or  anywhere  else  that  they  can.  in  broad  day 
light.  They  are  very  destructive  to  Pheasants  and  Partridges, 
eating  both  eggs  and  young. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

L.  M.  CASTETTER,  Green  Burr: 

Some  people  think  Skunks  harmless,  but  they  are  the  most 
destructive  animals  to  birds  that  build  their  nests  on  the 
ground,  such  as  the  Lark,  Quail  and  Pheasant,  as  they  are 
fond  of  such  food  as  birds*  eggs  and  young  birds.  They  visit 
the  poultry  yards  very  often  In  our  section  and  kill  lots  of  poul- 
try; they  are  very  plentiful  because  not  every  one  will  kill  them 
on  account  of  the  offensive  musk  they  will  discharge  when  pur- 
sued. Our  Quail  are  very  scarce,  and  I  blame  nothing  but  the 
Skunk  for  it. 

CRAWFORD  COUNY. 

W.  G.  SARGBANT,  Mead\ille: 
Skunks  do  no  especial  harm;  many  are  taken  for  their  fur. 

HON.  J.  B.  PHELPS,  Conneautville: 

The  Skunk  is  the  farmer's  friend.  I  have  watched  them  hunt- 
ing grasshoppers  and  digging  out  grubs  In  the  field. 

H.  C.  KIRKPATRICK.  Meadville: 

The  Skunk  destroys  poultry  and  eggs;  and  in  my  opinion  is 
injurious,  but  to  what  extent  I  cannot  tell. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

E.  H.  DAVIS  and  JOHN  M.  BUCKALBW.  Pishing  Creek: 

Would  estimate  that  about  1,000  skins  of  Skunks  are  obtained 
annually  in  this  section. 

Polecats  catch  a  few  mice,  bugs  and  insects  when  they  can- 
not get  a  meal  of  Quail.   Pheasants  or  their  nests  of  eggs  or 
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youncr.  or  rabbits  or  their  nest  of  young:.  We  sometimes  offer 
a  local  bounty  to  the  boys — to  the  one  producing  the  most 
scalps — and  always  see  beneficial  results  in  Quail  and  Pheas- 
ant increasing:,  as  well  as  Ralxbits  thereafter. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

JACOB  MEIXEL,  Boiling:  Springs: 

Skunlcs  are  injurious;  they  destroy  young  ehickens  and  leave 
a  disagreeable  odor.  I  have  known  Skunks.  Opossums,  Wea- 
sels and  Mink  to  kill  much  poultry  and  game;  they  generally 
destroy  all  that  are  at  one  place. 

FAYEITE  COUNTY. 

N.  W.   MILX.ER,  Uniontown: 

Skunks  are  valuable;  they  exterminate  field  mice  and  rats. 
Some  of  our  farmers  have  forbidden  the  trapping  of  Skunks  on 
their  farms,  because  they  keep  their  meadows  free  from  rats 
and  mice. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

HON.  A.  NBVIN  POMEROY,  Chambersburg: 
Skunks  are  injurious;  destroy  poultry. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 

B.  F.  HEJtRINGTON,  Waynesburg: 
Skunks  beneficial;  they  destroy  a  great  many  meadow  mice. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

GEO.  S.  APPLEIBY,  Decorum: 
Skunks  injurious;  they  destroy  poultry. 

INDIANA   COUNTY. 

WM.  D.  ROMBACH,  Saltsburg: 

Skunks  are  very  Injurious  to  all  game,  while  they  destroy 
many  moles  and  mice;  their  pelt  is  big  premium  to  kill  them. 

L.  C.  OBERLIN,  Smieksburg: 
Last  winter  T  believe  I  handled  over  l.OOO  Skunk  skins  besides 
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country*;  I  am  sure  that  they  are  beneficial  to  the  farmer;  they 
kill  mice,  destroy  bee,  wasp  and  yellow  jacket  nests.  Very  lit- 
tle harm  to  poultry.  On  the  other  hand  their  hides  are  verj' 
valuable. 

SAM'UKI.  BOTHELL.   Shelocta: 

I  think  they  destroy  quantities  of  bugs,  grasshoppers  and 
bumble  bees,  grrubs,  etc.,  that  are  more  of  a  pest   than  they. 

U.  W.  WRHRLE,  Blairsville: 
Injurious. 

JUNIATA   COUNTY. 

W.  H.  KNOUSE,  Swales: 

T  am  firmly  convinced  that  Skunks  are  beneficial.  I  have 
known  them  to  harbor  in  buildings  and  have  not  heard  of  a 
single  Instance  in  which  they  destroyed  roultry  or  eggs  of 
which  they  are  somtlmes  accused.  To  the  contrary,  they  de- 
stroy large  numbers  of  field  mice,  bugs  and  worms.  My  boys 
catch  them  sometimes  and  upon  examination  we  find  that  the 
contents  of  their  stomachs  verify  this  statement. 

MR.   WELLINGTON   SMITH,  Mifllintown: 

The  Skunk  is  the  boldest  and  most  plentiful  of  all  poultry 
destroyers;  I  have  really  killed  as  many  as  six  in  one  season 
right  in  my  barn.  Last  summer  T  shot  one  in  broad  daylight 
In  the  feed  entry.  It  is  surprising  how  nicely  they  can  eat  your 
eggs  for  a  long  time  before  you  know  what  becomes  of  them 
and  eat  your  chickens  too.  His  depredations  will  always  be 
saddled  somewhere  else. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

Messrs.  H.  M.  ENG-T^  &  SON,  Marietta: 

The  Skunk  Is  quite  common  and  the  damage  done  by  them  is 
not  very  great.  T  know  they  destroy  eggs  and  poultry;  whether 
they  destroy  field  mice,  as  it  Is  claimed.  I  do  not  know. 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

F.  L.  REN.T.AMTN,  Klzers: 
Skunks  occasionally  kill  chickens  and  eat  their  eggs. 
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A.  C.  SISSON.  La  Plume: 

Skunks  occasionally  destroy  poultry  and  egga  in  a  small  way, 
but  subsist  principally  upon  hugs,  worms,  ants,  etc.,  and  are  a 
benefit  rather  than  a  damage  to  farmers.  The  Skunk  is  one 
of  the  farmers'  best  friends,  and  s-hould  be  protected  to  the 
fullest  extent.  He  lives  largely  uron  insects  that  are  detrimen- 
tal to  the  farmer.  The  May  beetle  and  its  larvae,  that  are  »o 
rapidly  becoming  destructive  to  many  of  our  crops,  are  es- 
pecial favorites  with  him,  and  unless  the  wholesale  trapping- 
and  killing  of  these  useful  animals  is  prohibited  by  stringent 
legislation,  strawberry  growing  will  soon  become  entirely  un- 
remunerative  In  many  localities,  for  It  is  generally  believed  that 
if  the  Skunk  could  be  let  alone,  he  would  keep  this  pest  in  check 
to  a  very  great  extent.  The  damage  to  the  potato  crop  by  the 
white  grub  Is  rapidly  Increasing,  and  calls  loudly  for  prompt 
action  to  suppress  this  evil. 

In  these  days  of  agricultural  depression,  when  new  industries 
are  eagerly  sought  that  offer  profitable  results,  we  would  re- 
commend Skunk  farming.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  these 
little  animals  can  be  grown  to  an  almost  unlimited  extent,  and 
at  the  same  time  afford  a  pleasant  and  lucrative  employment. 
Our  American  ladies  delight  In  wearing  the  excellent  fur  of 
these  little  animals,  although  usually  under  the  assumed  name 
of  expensive  furs  of  animals  now  nearly  extinct.  The  pelt  of 
a  black  Skunk  will  bring  from  $1.50  to  $2.00  each,  and  the  oil 
of  a  fat  Skunk  $1.00.  They  are  as  prolific  as  swine;  they  usually 
breed  twice  in  a  season,  and  drop  from  six  to  twelve  at  a  litter; 
they  are  easily  domesticated  and  become  as  gentle  as  kittens, 
and  can  be  handled  with  impunity,  if  the  tail  is  used  as  a  han- 
dle. Unlike  our  farm  stock,  they  require  no  feeding  in  winter; 
they  hibernate,  only  making  their  appearance  at  rare  intervals 
when  the  weather  Is  mild;  their  food  is  refuse  meat  and  bones 
from  the  butcher's  shop,  mush  made  of  wheat  bran  and  cows' 
milk.  When  they  are  ready  for  slaughter,  they  are  first  chloro- 
formed, and  when  the  oil  is  extracted  they  can  be  fed  to  the 
rest  of  the  herd.  The  Ithaca  Fur  Company,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.. 
have  perhaps  the  most  extensive  Skunk  farm  in  the  United 
States,  situated  about  seven  miles  from  that  city,  where  sev- 
eral thousands  of  these  useful  animals  may  be  seen  at  any 
time  during  the  summer  months  by  those  who  care  to  inves- 
tigate  this  comparatively  new  and   unique  .enterprise. 

ZIBA   SCOTT,    SPRING   BROOK: 

The  Skunk  is  a  very  mischievous  Animal,  he  is  not  a  fast 
runner,    but   sneaks   around   the  chicken   coops   at    night    and 
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sucks  all  the  eggs  he  can  find.  If  a  hen  or  turkey  steals  its 
nest  in  the  field  and  sets  there  he  is  pretty  sure  to  get  the  eggs. 
He  serves  the  Quails  and  Pheasants  the  same  way. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

W.  B.  K.  JOHNSON.  Allentown: 

Skunks.  In  a  poultry  yard  I  should  not  want  them;  they  love 
eggs  too  well  and  have  often  come  from  the  woods  to  steal 
eggs  in  our  tarns  during  winter  and  were  caught  entering  a 
square  hole  for  cats  to  enter;  after  feasting  on  eggs  were  not 
able  to  repass  and  were  caught. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

JOHN  E  STOCKER.  Ashley: 

Skunks  are  injurious  and  dangerous.  I  know  of  a  family  by 
the  name  of  Bergers,  who  lived  along  what  is  known  as  the 
middle  road  between  Ashley  and  Buttonwood.  about  a  mile  from 
here,  who  had  a  very  nice  flock  of  ducks  and  chickens.  There 
is  a  running  stream  about  a  stone's  throw  from  the  house,  and 
on  the  side  of  a  small  hill  they  had  built  a  coop  to  house  their 
flock;  it  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Berger  noticed  the  number 
of  his  flock  going  down;  his  Idea  was  that  they  were  stolen. 
One  night  he  had  occasion  to  go  out  on  a  bright  moonlight 
night;  he  noticed  what  he  thought  were  two  dogs  playing  in 
the  road;  he  moved  a  little  closer  and  soon  found  they  were 
Skunks;  he  was  attacked  by  them  and  it  was  all  he  could  do  to 
get  away.  Had  It  been  a  child  instead  of  a  man.  the  result 
would  have  been  the  child  would  have  been  killed  or  nearly  so. 
Mr.  Berger's  suspicion  was  aroused  and  he  made  a  hunt  around 
his  premises;  the  nest  containing  five  young  was  found  under 
the  pen;  of  course  they  were  all  killed,  as  was  one  adult. 

M.  B.  TRK.SCOTT.  Harveyvllle: 

The  Skunk  is  injurious.  It  is  a  great  destroyer  of  eggs,  rob- 
bing hens'  nests,  particularly  those  "setting."  and  destroying 
whole  broods  of  young  chickens  in  a  night  and  sometimes 
killing  an  old  one.  I  have  known  a  number  of  instances  where 
they  have  got  Into  out  kitchens  and  cellars,  and  spoiled  by  their 
"scent,"  nearly  everything  stored  there.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
good   they  do. 
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LAWRENCE  CX)UNTY. 

HON.  A.  L.  MARTIN.  Enon  Valley: 
Preaerve  the  Polecat. 

McKEAN  COUNTY. 

C.  W.  DICKINSON,  Norwich: 

I  eerlainly  think  the  Skunk  does  more  erood  than  harm  for 
he  If  an  enemy  to  the  errasshopper,  the  cricket,  the  white  gmh, 
and  nearly  all  kinds  of  beetles.  The  Skunk  lives  on  the  above 
named  Insects,  ^nd  only  when  they  are  scarce  will  he  make 
a  raid  on  the  farmer's  poultry  or  eggs.  I  have  known  Skunks 
to  kll!  chickens  and  devour  a  whole  nest  of  eggs. 

NOAH  H.  PARKT5R.  Gardfeau: 

The  Skunk  never  does  any  damage  except  he  gets  Into  the 
chicken  coop  and  then  he  will  sometimes  kill  several  In  one 
night  and  often  will  repeat  his  visits  If  left  undisturbed. 

G.  R.  BROWN^?LL..  A.  P.  POPE  and  W.  R.  PAGE.  Smethport: 
Kill  chickens  and  furnish  material  for  fur  capes. 

A.  P.  BREWER,  Norwich: 

Skunks  are  quite  plentiful  In  this  county  and  are  considered 
a  great  nuisance  on  account  of  their  unpleasant  perfumery,  and 
because  they  are  destructive  to  eggs  and  young  chickens. 

J.  B.  OVIATT.  Norwich: 

Consider  the  Skunks  a  benefit  to  the  farmer  as  they  catch 
mice,  beetles,  larvae,  etc. 

MEBCER  COUNTY. 

A.  D.  Mccracken.  New  Lebanon: 

We  have  had  young  chickens  killed  and  so  hav«  our  neighbors, 
as  many  as  fourteen  at  one  time;  supposed  it  was  a  Skunk  or 
Polecat,  for  when  a  Skunk  was  captured  we  lost  no  more  chick- 
ens that  year.  Skunks  are  considered  by  some  beneficial  to  the 
farmer;  I  think  they  are  Injurious.  They  are  becoming  scarce 
which  I  believe  will  be  beneflelal  to  the  farmer  and  poultry 
raiser. 

28-n 
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M.  C.  OSBOURN,  Henderson: 

The  SkUBk  I  think  is  a  friend  to  the  farmer  in  many  ways; 
he  sometimes  may  kill  a  chicken,  but  this  is  overbalanced  by 
the  good  he  does  In  the  field  by  killing  mice  and  other  harmful 
forms  of  animal  life. 

ARTHUR  MARTIN,  Sandy  Lake: 

We  have  the  Skunk;  they  are  the  farmer's  friend;  they  de- 
stroy inore  mice  than  any  animal  we  have;  we  have  a  great  many 
mice  in  our  clover  fields;  we  will  notice  late  in  the  fall  when 
a  small  skift  of  snow  falls,  the  clover  field  is  travelled  over  and 
a  great  many  mice  killed  in  a  single  night  by  a  Skunk. 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

JOS.  W.   KYLE.  Mllroy: 
Injurious. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

H.  T.   FRANKENFIELD.  Frutcheys: 

I  would  consider  Skunks  beneficial  to  the  farmer,  as  they 
catch  the  Meadow  or  Field  Mice. 

MRS.  ALMA  S.  WILLISTON.  Frutcheys: 

Last  April  my  boy  of  ten  years  trapped  a  Skunk  in  our  next 
neighbor's  chicken  yard  and  wanting  to  sell  her  to  a  "Skunk 
Park"  on  the  Delaware,  about  five  miles  from  here,  he  put  her 
in  a  box  and  kept  her  until  he  had  a  chance  to  send  her  to  the 
park;  ho  had  her  two  days  when  she  gave  birth  to  a  litter  of 
seven;  of  course  he  was  more  anxious  than  ever  to  keep  her 
until  the  little  ones  were  large  enough  to  sell,  so  he  tried  giv- 
ing her  fresh  eggs,  one  three  times  a  day;  she  liked  them  well 
and  the  whole  family  throve  nicely;  she  would  take  the  egg 
between  her  front  feet  and  bore  a  small  hole  in  the  end  with 
her  teeth  and  suck  the  contents.  We  kept  them  three  weeks 
and  then  took  them  to  the  park.  In  the  meantime  the  mother 
became  so  tame  my  boy  could  handle  her  with  Impunity,  take 
out  the  little  ones  when  he  liked  and  look  at  them  without  the 
mother  interfering  at  all.  I  was  sorry  he  did  not  keep  them 
until  they  grew  large  for  at  the  park  they  had  poor  success  In 
raising  the  young.  They  said  the  old  ones  ate  them;  I  do  not 
know  why,  as  the  one  we  had  seemed  very  fond  of  the  little 
ones. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


H55 

F}MIL  ULRICH,  StroudBburg: 

If  it  were  not  for  his  odoriferous  propensities  I  should  think 
the  Skunk  a  grreat  friend  of  the  farmer.  He  may  occasionally 
destroy  a  nest,  eat  some  young  birds,  but  his  dellgrhts  are 
ground  hornets'  nests  and  grubs  and  worms,  after  which  he 
will  dig  In  the  field.  I  have  noticed  the  numerous  small  holes 
made  by  skunks  when  searching  for  grubs. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

J.  L.  BRANNEN.  Exchange: 
Skunks  are  injurious  to  poultry  and  game. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

F.   M.  McKEEHAN,  Ferguson: 

Skunks  are  tolerably  common  In  our  parts;  more  numerous 
than  they  were  a  few  years  ago.  They  are  certainly  destruc- 
tive of  game,  destroying  the  eggs  and  brood;  they  also  destroy 
young  rabbits.  They  seldom  now  approach  farm  buildings  to 
molest  young  poultry  as  they  did  fifty  years  ago,  for  as  the 
country  is  Improved  they  are  destroyed. 

C.  R.  NOTES,  Westport: 

Skunks  rob  chicken  and  turkey  nests  and  frequently  kill  tur- 
keys and  chickens. 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

C.  p.  MOTT,  Milford: 

Skunks  are  not  very  numerous  in  our  county,  and  the  mice, 
etc.,  detroyed  by  them  more  than  compensates  for  the  very 
small  damage  that  they  do  to  poultry. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

O.  J.  JACKSON.  Borie: 
The  Skunk  does  some  damage  to  poultry. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

F.  J.  WAGGENSELLER,  M.  D..  Sellnsgrove: 

Skunks  are  injurious;  have  known  them  to  kill  chickens,  de- 
stroy birds  and  small  game. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

E.  B.   HOSTETTBR,   Kingswood: 

The  Skunk  is  a  very  injurious  animal,  will  kill  all  the  feath- 
ered fowls,  such  as  chickens,   turkeys,  pheasants,  quail,  etc. 

JKRBMIAH  PHILX.IPS,  Garrett: 

Skunks  suck  eggs  and  sometimes  catch  chickens  and  ducks, 
but  not  often. 

DR.  H.  D.  MOORE,  New  Lexington: 

Skunks.  Both  beneficial  and  injurious,  but  I  believe  the  in- 
Jury  outweighs  the  beneflt.  If  there  were  not  any  ground-nest- 
ing birds  or  fowls,  I  have  no  douibt  he  would  make  a  good  liv- 
ing on  grubs,  bugs,  etc.  I  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the 
Skunk.  He  is  entirely  too  familiar;  when  he  goes  on  a  visit 
he  is  liable  to  stay  a  whole  week,  and  if  you  disturb  him  the 
whole  neighborhood  finds  it  out  and  everybody  is  down  on  him 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  destroy  him,  bounty  or  no  bounty. 
Allow  me  to  digress  a  little  from  your  question  and  say  that  I 
haven't  the  least  idea  In  the  world  what  the  Skunk  was  created 
for.  He  doesn't  seem  to  have  any  sense  at  all.  I  never  knew 
one  to  turn  short  around  and  start  for  home;  if  he  didn't  find  a 
barn,  or  log,  or  the  fence  around  a  ten  acre  fleld  to  turn  him 
he  would  go  on  and  on  forever.  I  have  met  him  at  all  hours 
of  the  night,  on  the  road,  on  the  walks  all  around  my  house, 
office  and  stable,  and  he  always  has  the  right  of  way.  Coming 
home  late  at  night  I  have  found  him  in  possession  of  the  prem* 
Ises.  By  maneuvering  around  and  calling  to  my  wife  to  hand 
the  shot  gun  out  of  the  back  window,  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
vince him  that  he  had  been  Jumping  my  claim. 

JOSIAH  PILE,  New  Lexington: 

Skunks  are  injurious,  they  will  come  to  the  farmers'  barn  at 
night  and  if  there  are  any  young  chickens  about  the  barn  that 
are  not  shut  up  he  is  sure  to  get  them;  it  matters  not  how 
many  young  chickens  are  there  he  generally  takes  them  all; 
it  Is  no  mystery  when  the  farmer  gets  to  his  bam  in  the  morn- 
ing and  finds  them  all  gone  what  has  taken  them— the  smell 
tells  the  story.    I  cannot  see  in  what  way  they  are  a  benefit. 
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HULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

OTTO  BEHR.  Lopez: 

Think  Polecats  are  beneflcial  to  the  farmer;  the  damage  they 
do  in  occasionally  eating  the  eggs  out  of  a  nest  out  doors,  or 
catching  a  setting  hen  is  more  than  balanced  by  the  insects  they 
feed  on. 

J.  K.  BIRD.  Millvlew: 

The  Skunk  is  one  of  the  worst  pests  the  farmer  has,  often 
coming  to  our  doors  and  poultry  houses  and  robbing  eggs  and 
young  chickens  from  under  the  hen,  and  nmny  times  killing  old 
fowls.    I  would  recommend  a  bounty  of  one  dollar  on  Skunks. 

C.  F.  HUNSINGER,  Colley: 

I  consider  the  Skunk  more  of  a  benefit  than  an  injury,  for  the 
reason  that  I  know  of  many  parties  who  trap  them,  making 
good  wages  selling  their  hides  and  a  good  fair  income  by  frying 
out  the  oil  from  the  carcass,  which  is  useful  and  valuable. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

JASPER  T.  JENNINGS,  New  Milford: 

The  Skunk  does  little  or  no  damage  to  crops  of  any  kind. 
Their  principal  depredations  are  among  the  chickens  and 
young  poultry.  I  have  often  known  a  whole  brood  of  young 
chickens  to  be  destroyed  by  them  in  a  single  night.  They  often 
burrow  under  some  rock  or  go  into  a  Woodchuck  hole  near  the 
farmer's  dwelling  and  prowl  forth  at  night  in  search  of  prey; 
they  are  great  destroyers  of  meadow  mice,  and  they  dig  out 
hornets  and  bumble  bees*  nests  for  the  larvae  of  the  bees;  they 
are  rarely  seen  in  the  day  time,  but  when  so  found  will  often 
follow  a  person  to  throw  their  almost  unendurable  odor  upon 
him.  Skunks  bring  forth  several  young  at  a  time  and  increase 
very  rapidly.  They  are  taken  quite  extensively  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  when  their  fur  is  good,  by  means  of  a  stone  trap, 
set  with  a  figure  four,  denominated  a  "dead  fall."  The  bait 
is  generally  composed  of  a  chicken's  head  or  entrails;  the  boys, 
as  well  as  some  men,  derive  no  little  pleasure,  as  well  as  some 
profit,  in  running  a  line  of  traps. 

S.  S.  THOMAS,  Lynn: 
Skunks  very  common;  think  fully  3.500  are  killed  in  this  county 
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annually.  Woodchucks,  about  one  to  the  square  acre.  Rabbits, 
quite  common,  diminishing:  before  ferrets.  Wildcats,  quite  rare; 
in  fact,  almost  unknown  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Meadow 
mice,  exceedingly  thick  some  years,  in  others  rare.  Minks  and 
Weasels  quite  common.  Foxes,  quite  common,  but  diminishing. 
Squirrels:  Pine,  common;  Gray,  plenty  when  they  migrate  this 
way;  Black,  nearly  or  quite  extinct.  Raccoon  occasionally  seen; 
less  plentiful  than  formerly.  Opossum  very  rare.  Black  Bear 
unknown  in  this  part  of  the  county;  one  killed  near  here  some 
twenty-flve  years  ago. 

Am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Skunk  by  his  ceaseless  war 
on  other  vermin  compensates  for  the  damage  he  does  to  the 
poultry.  I  have  twice  caught  him  at  the  bee  hives  scratching 
the  outside  of  the  hive  to  bring  out  the  inmates  and  devouring 
them  as  fast  as  they  appeared.  This  was  Just  at  daylight  in 
the  morning. 

M.  B.  LYMAN.  Lynn: 

Skunks.  Beneficial  in  killing  mice,  grasshoppers,  insects  and 
other  noxious  insects,  evidenced  by  upturned  stones  and  shal- 
low punctures  in  meadows  where  they  are  often  seen. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

p.  W.  REXFORD,  Mansfield: 

I  think  Skunks  are  Injurious  for  they  rob  all  birds'  nests  that 
are  on  the  ground,  and  they  are  bad  on  poultry. 

UNION  COUNTY. 

GEO.  W.  CHAMBERS,  Mlfflinburg: 

Skunks  are  certainly  of  no  benefit  to  farmers  or  anybody  else. 
I  know  that  I  have  a  good  deal  of  trouble  with  them  and  1 
would  be  willing  to  help  pay  fifty  cents  for  every  scalp.  I  have 
had  to  fight  them  for  years.  If  they  get  under  a  floor  In  a 
barn  or  house  they  destroy  all  the  eggs  and  chickens  in  a  short 
time.  The  act  paying  fifty  cents  a  scalp  should  never  have 
been  repealed;  if  It  had  not  there  would  not  now  be  a  Skunk 
In  this  county  and  that  would  have  been  a  benefit  to  the 
whole  country. 

DR.  THOS.  C.  THORNTON.   Lewlsburg: 

Poultry  raisers  In  this  section  suffer  considerable  loss  yearly 
from  the  depredations  of  hawks  Included  In  the  genus    Aee^d- 
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ter.  The  Great  Horned  Owl  and  sometimes  the  Barred  Owl  also 
destroy  domesticated  fowls.  The  Duck  Hawk,  and  its  smaller 
relative  the  Plgreon  Hawk,  and  the  Bald  Eagle  will  kill  domes- 
ticated fowls.  Among  mammals,  the  common  Weasel,  Mink, 
Wildcat,  and  both  kinds  of  Foxes  also  destroy  a  large  amount 
of  poultry  every  year;  and  these  four-footed  depredators  in 
common  with  the  raptorial  birds  above  cited  do  a  great  deal 
of  mischief  by  destroying  game— birds  and  mammals— as  well 
as  many  kinds  of  small  beneficial  song  birds.  The  Mink,  which 
lives  in  the  vicinity  of  water  courses,  in  addition  to  doing 
many  other  bad  deeds,  destroys  fish;  large-sized  trout  seem 
to  be  most  agreeable  to  the  taste.  While  hawks  and  owls, 
like  some  of  their  mammalian  cotemporaries,  do  not,  so  far  as 
I  can  learn,  disturb  the  eggs  of  poultry  or  wild  birds,  we  have 
the  pestiferous  Skunk  which  is  a  most  adroit  nest  robber.  This 
animal,  like  many  other  evil  doers,  goes  about  in  the  dark  to 
kill  poultry  or  eat  their  eggs,  and  when  these  cannot  be  readily 
obtained  he  attacks  the  eggs  and  broods  of  all  ground-nesting 
birds  he  can  find.  Skunks  do  much  damage  to  poultry,  and 
the  havoc  they  make  among  game  birds,  especially  Turkeys, 
Quail,  Pheasants  and  Woodcock,  should  prompt  every  lover  of 
the  dog  and  gun  to  extirpate  these  sneaking  and  sly  pilferers. 
They  of  course  prey  to  some  extent  on  different  forms  of  in- 
sect-life, but,  possibly,  it  may  be  they  consume  almost  as  many 
beneficial  species  as  they  do  of  noxious  kinds.  Some  observers 
believe  this  to  be  the  case,  and  If  they  are  correct,  then  there 
can  be  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  whole  Skunk  race  should  be 
exterminated  as  their  ravages  in  poultry  yards,  to  game,  and  to 
insect-devouring  birds  is  well  established. 

C.  K.  SOBER,  Lewisburg: 

The  Skunk,  or  Polecat,  as  this  nocturnal  quadruped  is  called 
by  many,  is,  according  to  my  observation,  a  most  despicable  ani- 
mal. While  it  is  probably  true  that  he  destroys  some  destruc- 
tive larvae  and  beetles  which  subsist  on  the  farmer's  crops, 
the  damage  he  and  his  numerous  family  occasion  by  frequent 
visits  to  the  hen  coops  is  considerable.  I  think  the  loss  to  the 
farmer  and  fruit-grower,  through  the  destruction  of  the  eggs 
and  young  of  insectivorous  birds  by  Skunks,  is  much  greater 
than  the  good  these  animals  do  by  devouring  crop-destroying 
insect  pests.  Sportsmen  who  desire  to  see  the  game  birds  in- 
crease, very  generally  favor  the  extermination  of  Skunks  be- 
cause they  devour  the  eggs  and  young  of  Pheasants,  Turkeys, 
Quail   and   Woodcock;  and   they   sometimes  eat  young  Hares. 


Digitfzed  by 


Google 


360 

They  also  catch,  it  is  said,  destructive  mice  in  meadows  where 
they  hunt  for  food;  but  in  such  places,  I  have  little  doubt,  they 
do  much  injury  to  small  song  and  Insectivorous  birds,  as  they 
will  not  hestitate  to  rob  all  the  nests  which  they  can  reach  as 
they  slowly  and  -methodically  hunt  over  the  ground  in  the 
twilight,  moonlight  and  dark. 

VENANGO  CJOUNTY. 

L.  T.  WILiT.  Franklin: 

Skunks  are  no  doubt  beneficial  as  well  as  injurious.  If  left 
alone  they  will  injure  no  one,  except  In  case  of  extreme  hun- 
ger or  on  being  molested.  Why  not  rate  him  among  the  higher 
order  of  mammals,  on  account  of  nature  endowing  him  with 
the  faculty  as  chemist  of  preserving  so  fine  a  weapon  of  de- 
fence and  in  so  fine  a  chemical  state  of  subdivision  and  in  so 
small  a  laboratory  and  capable,  with  a  very  slight  effort  on  his 
part,  to  open  his  laboratory  and  In  an  Instant  perfume  so  great 
an  amount  of  atmosphere. 

H.  C.  DOR  WORTH,  Oil  City: 

I  consider  Skunks  injurious  for  the  reason  that  they  will 
kill  poultry  and  eat  eggs.  I  have  been  told  that  the  stench 
from  these  animals  is  readily  taken  up  by  milk;  I  know  that 
local  dairymen  are  bother^  by  these  animals. 

Many  instances  of  Weasels  and  Polecats  killing  poultry  in  this 
county  have  occurred.  I  luiow  of  a  case  where  a  farmer  hearing 
a  commotion  in  his  chicken  coop  went  to  investigate;  he  got 
there  in  time  to  see  a  Weasel  killing  tlie  eighteenth  chicken. 
Jaones  Black,  of  Black  Siding,  this  county,  not  long  ago  lost 
twenty  flne  White  Brahmas.  The  Weasel  had  come  up  through 
a  crack  in  the  floor,  killed  the  whole  flock  and  dragged  every 
chicken  to  the  crack.  The  owner  found  his  twenty  chickens  in 
a  row  along  this  crack  with  their  heads  drawn  down  through 
it.  The  Polecat  does  not  kill  as  many  chickens  at  one  time  as 
a  Weasel;  one  or  two  usually  satisfles  his  hunger. 

VVASHINCrTON  COUNTY. 

GEOR<JE  MONTGOMERY,  Washington: 

The  Skunk  has  been  very  destructive  at  times  In  our  poultry, 
a  few  years  ago  one  was  quartered  under  the  coal  house, 
not  more  than  twenty  feet  from  the  kitchen  door,  and  took 
two    dozen    full   grown    hens   before   we   discovered    his    where- 
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abouu.  I  had  no  dog  at  the  time  and  that  was  perhaps  the 
reason  he  took  quarters  so  near  the  house.  There  was  another 
one  a  few  years  after,  which  was  under  a  pig  pen  in  the  orchard 
that  gave  me  considerable  trouble,  and  destroyed  many  eggs 
and  chickens,  before  I  succeeded  In  killing  him.  There  is  one 
at  the  present  time  staying  under  our  barn,  which  we  have 
not  succeeded  in  capturing;  he  has  killed  many  chickens  for  us 
the  past  summer  and  eaten  a  great  many  eggs.  There  have 
been  six  Skunks  killed  on  this  farm  this  year.  I  have  been 
advised  to  let  the  one  remain  at  the  bam  so  long  as  he  does  not 
kill  the  chickens,  and  have  a  dead  sheep  or  something  of  the 
kind  for  him  to  nibble  at,  but  my  sentiments  don't  tend  that 
way. 

JAS.  S.  NBASE.  Washington: 

During  the  year  1870  Skunks  were  very  abundant  in  Wash- 
ington county.  I  saw  one  in  the  town  of  West  Alexander  in  the 
chicken  coop  eating  a  young  chicken;  I  think  It  had  killed  two 
or  three  and  destroyed  some  eggs  under  a  hen.  This  was  early 
in  the  evening,  about  eight  o'clock.  Father  shot  it  while  it  was 
eating  the  chicken.  During  that  winter  Skunks  would  come  into 
the  yards  in  town  and  on  soft  nights,  scratch  on  the  bee  hives 
and  when  the  bees  came  out  would  eat  them;  this  weakened  the 
hive.  When  the  ground  was  muddy  (the  kind  of  weather 
Skunks  prefer  to  travel)  they  would  leave  the  hives  muddy 
where  they  scratched  it  at  the  hole  left  for  bees  to  enter.  At 
this  time  the  Skunk  was  hunted  but  very  little  for  its  fur,  but 
in  a  few  years  thereafter  the  fur  brought  a  good  price  and 
they  have  become  very  much  scarcer.  The  incentive  in  obtain- 
ing its  pelt  has  so  reduced  it  in  numbers  that  it  now  ought  to 
be  protected  for  the  good  of  the  farmers.  They  now  stay  far 
from  dwellings  and  those  which  remain  are  needed  to  kill 
mice,  yellow  Jackets,  hornets  and  bumble  bees.  The  Skunk 
when  not  exceedingly  numerous  is  very  useful.  The  price  of  its 
fur  makes  it  much  sought  after  and  keeps  its  numbers  greatly 
reduced.    It  should  be  protected  for  a  year  or  two. 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 

G.  C.  B£}LJL,  MaplewOOd: 
Injurious  by  eating  up  our  small  birds'  eggs. 

Q.  W.  WOOD.  Bquinunk: 

Skunks  are  odious  and  ordorous;  destructive  to  poultry;  wors» 
even  than  Foxes. 
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PAUL  SWINGLE,  S.  Canaan: 

Skunks  are  very  injurious  by  destroying  poultry. 

JOHN  KBLLOW,  Carley  Brook: 

Skunks  like  good  fat  poultry,  but  I  do  not  think  they  are  very 
destructive;  they  also  catch  mice;  while  we  do  not  know  how 
many  mice  they  catch,  they  might  balance  accounts. 

B.  B.  GAQBR.  Dyberry: 

Skunks  kill  our  chickens  and  eat  our  eggs. 
GEO.  FRANC,  Ariel: 

Skunks,   quite  common.    Destructive   to   poultry. 
GEO.  M.  DAY.  Dy berry: 

Skunks  are  l>eneliclal.  They  destroy  many  bugs,  beetles, 
squash  bugs,  bumble  bees,  nests,  etc.  Where  do  they  collect 
and  bottle  up  their  ammunition  for  defence  if  not  in  our  fields 
and  pastures?  Step  on  a  lot  of  the  large  bugs  found  on  the 
squash  and  pumpkin  vines,  then  interview  a  Polecat,  at  a 
safe  distance,  and  see  if  the  perfume  is  not  the  same.  Now 
if  they  are  willing  to  pick  up  a  living  in  that  way,  and  grow 
fat  on  It,  why  not  let  them? 

C.  W.  PENNELL,  Hemlock  Hollow: 

The  Skunk  is  very  destructive  to  poultry  of  all  kinds  and  is 
quite  plentiful  here.  I  have  known  the  Skunk  to  destroy  nests 
of  eggs  and  whole  broods  of  young  chickens  in  a  single  night. 
I  am  sure  it  was  a  Skunk,  as  I  put  a  steel  trap  in  a  nest  with 
a  few  eggs  and  caught  him  the  next  morning.  Think  the 
State  should  pay  a  bounty  on  the  Skunk. 

N.  F.  UNDERWOOD,  Lake  Como: 

Skunks  are  plenty  here;  do  not  do  much  damage;  they  will 
occasionally  kill  chickens. 

PETER  COVET,  Newfoundland: 

Skunks  are  common;  from  personal  knowledge  know  they  are 
injurious  to  poultry. 

WESTMORELAND  C?OUNTY. 

JOHN  NICHOLAS.  Bradenvllle: 

The  Polecat  Is  an  animal  most  unpleasant  in  many  respects, 
but  must,  like  all  other  animals,  have  been  created  for  some 
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purpose,  it  is  only  within  one  year  that  I  have  discovered 
their  use  to  man.  Most  all  anLmals  prey  upon  one  another,  the 
Skunk  upon  field  mice  and  what  is  called  the  "hop  grub;"  he 
should  be  protected  as  beneficial  to  man.  . 

W.  C.  SLiOAN.  Sloan: 
Skunks  carry  off  young  chickens. 

YORK  CX>UNTY. 

DR.  WM.  B.  BIGL.ER,  East  Prospect: 

Skunks  are  Injurious.  I  Icnow  they  will  destroy  eg^s  and 
sometimes  chickens. 

Mr.  I.  D.  HOWELL,  York: 

Skunks  or  Polecats  are  plentiful,  and  In  my  opinion,  based 
on  experience  and  observation  of  over  fifty  years,  they  are  the 
most  destructive  vermin  In  the  whole  catalogue  as  regards 
wild  game  and  all  forest  birds  that  hatch  or  build  their  nests 
on  the  ground:  Wild  Turkey,  Pheasant,  Partridge  or  Quail, 
Woodcock  or  Snipe,  Lark,  Whip-poor-will,  or  Night  Hawk, 
Sparrows,  and  all  of  the  bird  kind  which  nest  on  the  ground. 
They  are  great  workers,  constantly  rooting  over  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  turning  up  the  leaves  and  decayed  matter,  hunting 
bugs,  "clocks,"  ants,  worms,  insects  of  all  kinds.  These  habits 
bring  them  in  direct  contact  with  the  hatching  fowl;  the  mother 
bird  usually  escapes  but  the  eggs  or  young  birds  are  easy  prey 
for  the  Skunk.  I  have  known  them  to  take  the  eggrs  from  under 
a  tame  turkey  and  not  disturb  the  old  bird.  They  are  a  great 
damage  to  all  kinds  of  poultry,  they  sometimes  go  In  families, 
as  many  as  eight  together. 

OTHER  STATES. 

DAKOTA. 

I.   H.  TROCH.  Watertown: 

Skunks,  Foxes,  Muskrats.  Minks.  Rabbits  and  Mice  are 
common  and  injurious. 

WISCONSIN. 
ALBEJRT  BOEmN.  LaCrosse: 
Skunks  are  destructive  to  poultry  and  their  eggs. 
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RED  SQUIRREL. 
Sciurns  hiidfionicus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Body  longrer  than  the  tall;  body  avera^res  6^4  to  7%  inches 
long.  Weight,  about  half  a  pound.  (Fox  Squirrel,  old  adults, 
sometimes  weigh  fully  two  pounds).  Its  rather  broad  ears.  In 
winter,  are  coated  with  long  hairs,  and  those  on  back  of  ears 
form  a  short  tuft.  The  tail  is  flat  and  narrow.  In  summer, 
soles  of  feet  are  naked,  but  furred  in  winter,  except  tubercles 
at  base  of  toes.  Upper  parts  grayish  rusty;  a  bright,  reddish - 
brown,  broad  band  extends  from  the  top  of  head  down  middle 
of  the  back,  and  on  upper  surface  of  the  tall.  Lower  parts,  ex- 
cept the  tall,  are  white  or  whitish;  under  surface  of  tail,  rusty, 
blRckish  and  gray.    Eyes,  brown;  teeth  (incisors)  yellow. 

SaMtcU, — ^This  species,  "including  its  varieties.  Is  found  over 
most  of  North  America,  extending  north  to  the  limit  of  forest 
vegetation,  and  south  over  the  northern  two-thirds  of  the  United 
States." 

The  Red  Squirrel  or  Chickaree  is  common  throu^- 
out  this  Slafe.  Many  persons,  pai*ticuhirly  those  re- 
siding in  the  mountainous  districts,  call  this  animal 
the  Pine  Squirrel,  or  "Piney.''  U  is  spoken  of  some- 
times by  sportsmen  and  hunters  who  are  not  famil- 
ial* with  the  Fox  Squirrel,  as  **Fox  Squirrel."  Of 
<!Ourse  such  an  appellation  is  erroneous  and  mislead- 
ing. The  Chickaree  is  not  over  one-third  the  size  of 
an  old  Fox  Squirrel,  from  which  it  can  easily  be  dis- 
tinguished by  its  white  under  parts,  brighter-colored 
dorsal  markings,  as  well  as  its  greatly  inferior  size. 

ALBINISM. 

Partial  or  complete  albinism  is  common  among 
birds.  We  often  see  white  or  whitish  colored  Black- 
birds, Grows,  Sparrow's,  Hawks,  Owls,  etc.  This  freak 
of  nature — a  result  of  the  absence  of  coloring  matter — 
may  be  observed  in  many  mammals;  Squirrels,  eepec- 
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iaily,  are  often  captured  wJiirli  are  wholly'  or  paitially 
white.  During  the  past  five  years  the  writer  has  se- 
cured seven  specimens  of  albino  Red  Squirrels.  One 
of  these  was  taken  back  of  a  fanner's  poultry  house 
where  for  several  days  he  had  been  seen  at  different 
limes.  When  the  owner  of  the  premises  first  observed 
the  Squirrel  he  thought  "it  was  a  'white*  Weasel  which 
was  after  mice  and  rats/*  but  as  the  brood  of  young 
chickens  decreased  daily  it  was  determined  to  watch 
for  the  depredator. 

HIS  LAST  CHICKEN. 

A  boy  took  a  good  position  near  the  old  hen  and  her 
brood.  Presently  a  white  animal  was  seen  to  come 
from  a  near-by  woods,  and  running  along  the  fence 
rails  make  a  straight  course  to  the  hen  ooop,  where  he 
seized  a  young  chicJcen  and  started  off.  The  boy  shot 
the  thief,  I  bought  it,  and  reader,  you  can  see  its 
.stuffed  skin  i*eprodnced  on  the  accompanying  plate, 
No  more  chickens  were  stolen  until  a  pair  of  bold  hun- 
gry Cooper's  Hawks  came  that  way  and  killed  eleven, 
intlireedays,whenthe  boy  succeeded  in  shooting  them, 
and  finding  their  nest  with  five  young,  nearly  ready  to 
fly.  This  was  when  bounties  were  paid  and  the  suc- 
cessful boy  got  f3.50  for  the  seven  hawks  from  a  neigh- 
boring justice  of  the  pojice,  who  on  a  former  occasion 
paid  fifty  cents  each  for  the  heads  of  several  Night- 
hawks,  two  Shrikes,  which  were  called  *T>ird-hawks;" 
and,  it  is  said,  he  also  paid  for  and  burned  the  heads 
of  turkeys  and  domesticated  fowls,  believing  them  to 
be  the  remains  of  poultry  and  game  destroying  hawks 
or  owls. 

DESTROYS  MANY   BIRDS. 

Although   the  Red  Squirrel   will  eat  mast,  cereals, 
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berries,  fruits,  roots,  seeds,  buds,  certain  kinds  of  ten- 
der fungi,  as  well  as  other  plants,  and  sometimes,  it  is 
said,  even  catch  insects,  he  is  decidedly  carnivorous  in 
his  tastes. 

Trappers  despise  him  because  he  steals  meat  with 
which  they  bait  their  traps;  and  he  does  much  mis- 
chief by  destroying  birds  which  nest  in  forest  and 
shade  trees  where  he  loves  to  live,  propagate  and  dep- 
redate. He  is  often  seen  in  the  apple  or  pear  orchards 
destroying  fruit  or  robbing  nests.  I  have  several 
times  seen  this  noisy  and  agile  marauder  devouring 
birds  of  different  species.  Robins,  Flickers,  Vireos, 
Wilson's  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush,  Oat  bird  and  several 
kinds  of  Sparrows,  as  well  as  other  species  of  song 
birds  are  victims  of  this  SquirreFs  attacks.  The  able 
and  venerable  Mr.  John  Burroughs  gives  the  sprightly 
and  wicked  Mr.  Sciurus  a  ^ncnoek-out"  blow  in  the  fol- 
lowing language: 

"Nearly  all  the  birds  look  uipon  it  as  tlieir  enemy  and  attack 
and  annoy  it  when  it  appears  near  their  breeding:  haunts.  Thus, 
r  have  seen  the  Pewee,  the  Cuckoo,  the  Robin  and  the  V^ood 
Thrush  pursuing  it  with  angry  voice  and  gestures.  If  you  wish 
the  birds  to  breed  and  thrive  in  your  orchards  and  groves,  kill 
every  Red  Squirrel  that  infests  the  place.*' 

ADDITIONAL  BVIDE-NCE  AGAINST  HIM. 

Many  testimonials  of*  the  R**d  Squirrel  devouring 
native  birds,  and  destroying — "catting  off" — gix>wing 
fruit,  particularly  pears  and  apples,  have  come  to  this 
office.  The  impudent  and  frolicsome  Red  Squirrel  also 
sucks  tbe  eggs  of  birds  of  many  speciefi;  among  game 
birds  the  Ruffed  Grouse  suffers  often  from  his  visits, 
for  he  spends  much  time  on  tiie  ground. 

Mr.  James  Carnes,  Clearfield,  Pa.,  writes: 

"The  Pine  Squirrel,  which  is  so  conunon  in  our  woods,  is  one 
of  the  worst  pests,  as  he  destroys  so  many  pheasants*  eggs." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a67 

Mr.  B.  P.  Shaffer,  Nittany,  Centre  Oo.,  Pa*,  aays: 

*'Saw  a  Red  Squirrel  eating  the  brains  of  a  young  Robin. 
These  squirrels  are  a  great  nuisance  where  plentiful.  They  klU 
different  kinds  of  wild  birds  and  suck  their  eggs,  and  they  also 
sometimes  catch  young  poultry." 

Mr.  H.  M.  F.  Worden,  of  Harrisburg,  and  a  gentle 
man  wbo  has  been  one  of  the  most  earnest  advocates 
in  the  Commonwealth  for  better  laws  to  protect  game, 
flsh  and  insectivorous  birds,  saya: 

"For  some  time  I  doubted  the  statement  that  the  Red  Squirrel 
would  catch  and  kill  young  birds,  but  recently  I  know  that  a 
pair  of  these  squirrels  killed  and  devoured  a  nest  of  young 
robins.  I  have  also  learned,  on  making  inquiry  among  some 
of  my  friends  who  are  well  acquainted  with  Chickarees  in 
their  native  haunts,  that  these  mammals  often  destroy  young 
birds,  and.  in  the  course  of  a  year,  do  a  good  bit  of  damage." 

SOME  OP  HIS  FURSURBRS. 

The  Red  Squirrel  has  his  own  troubles  and  must  not 
only  keep  his  eyes  open  for  men  and  boys  with  guns, 
or  traps  set  for  his  destruction,  but  he  has  to  be  on  the 
alert  for  Hawks  and  Owls  which  often  catch  him  in  an 
unguarded  moment.  Red  Squirrels,  in  common  with 
other  species  of  the  Squirrel  family,  are  often  de- 
stroyed by  the  forest  fires  which  almost  every  year,  in 
this  State,  oonsume  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of 
property,  beeides  destroying  a  great  amount  of  animal 
life. 

ADDITIONAL.  FACTS  OF  HIS  LIFE  HISTORY. 

Dr.  0.  Hart  Merriam  makes  the  following  remarks, 
which  portray  in  a  most  pleasing  and  entertaining 
manner,  much  that  is  of  interest: 

*'The  Chiclcaree  combines  qualities  so  wholly  al  variance,  so 
unique,  so  incomprehensible,  and  so  characteristic  withal,  that 
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one  scarcely  knows  in  what  light  to  regrard  him.  His  inaulsl- 
tlveness,  audacity,  inordinate  assurance,  and  exasperating  Inso- 
lence, together  with  his  insatiable  love  of  mischief  and  shame- 
less disregard  of  all  the  ordinary  customs  and  civili- 
ties of  life,  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  he  was 
little  entitled  to  respect;  and  yet  his  intelligence,  his 
untiring  perseverance,  and  genuine  industry,  the  cunning  clev- 
erness displayed  in  many  of  his  actions,  and  the  irresistible  hu- 
mor with  which  he  does  everything,  command  for  him  a  certain 
degree  of  admiration.  He  is  arrogant,  impetuous  and  conceited 
to  an  extreme  degree,  his  confidence  in  his  own  superior  capa- 
bilities not  infrequently  costing  him  his  life.  In  fact,  these  con- 
tradictions in  character  and  idiosyncrasies  in  disposition  render 
him  a  psychological  problem  of  no  easy  solution. 

"From  earliest  dawn  till  the  setting  sun  has  disappeared  be- 
hind the  distant  hill,  the  Red  Squirrel  enlivens  the  silent  soli- 
tude of  the  forest  with  his  merry  ways  and  saucy  chatterings; 
and  he  may  sometimes  be  discovered  in  the  darkest  hours  of 
the  night  stealing  softly  over  the  ground— bent,  doubtless,  on 
some  errand  of  dubious  propriety. 

SOMETIMES  ACTIVE  AT  NIGHT. 

"Moonlight  evenings  he  is  often  as  active,  though  not  so  noisy, 
as  iuring  the  day,  and  in  early  autumn  he  vies  with  the  Plying 
Squirrel  in   nocturnal   nut-husking  exploits. 

"Though  an  expert  climber,  delighting  in  long  leaj^s  from 
bough  to  bough,  which  he  executes  with  grace  and  precision, 
he  spends  far  more  time  on  the  ground  than  other  arboreal 
Squirrels,  sometimes  even  making  his  home  in  holes  in  the 
earth. 

HE    SEEKS    THE    FENCE    RAILS. 

"Old  logs,  stumps,  wood-piles  and  brush-heaps  are  favorite 
places  of  resort,  and  by  excavating  burrows  beneath,  he  con- 
verts them  into  the  securest  of  retreats.  Our  fences  serve  as 
highways  upon  which  he  travels  from  wood  to  wood,  and  the 
zig-zig  rail  fence  in  particular  is  one  of  the  boons  of  his  exis- 
tence. It  is  his  most  frequented  -path,  his  playground,  his  raoe- 
couraep  and  when  pursued,  his  readiest  means  of  escape.  It  is 
the  step-ladder  from  which  he  leaps  into  the  branches  of  neigh- 
boring trees,  and  the  place  where  he  meets  his  friends  at  all 
hours  of  the  day.  He  frequently  follows  it  to  the  farm-house 
and  takes  up  his  abode  in  the  woodshed  or  other  outbuilding, 
placing  his  nest  between  the  celling  and  roof,  or  in  some  other 
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equally  out-of-the-way  spot,  whence  he  Is  with  great  dlfnculty 
dislodged. 

KEEPS  JUST   OUT  OP  REACH. 

"He  is  the  least  wary  of  the  Squirrels,  rarely  taking  trouble 
to  hide  himself  at  the  approexsh  of  man.  In  faot,  on  such  oc- 
casions he  usually  assumes  an  aggressive  attitude,  chipp^rs, 
shaken  his  tail  in  an  impudent  and  wholly  uncalled  for  maniier, 
but  takes  care  to  keep  Just  out  of  reach.  This  daring  fearlelss- 
ness  is  clearly  the  result  of  the  fact  that  he  is  not  worth  the 
powder  necessary  for  his  destruction,  and  he  is  therefore  tol- 
erated, though  an  acknowledged  nuisance.  But  there  are  times 
when  his  conduct  becomes  so  scandalous  that  the  shot  gun  Is 
brought  out  for  his  suppression.  He  is  soon  deeply  imi>re88ed 
with  the  range  and  effect  of  this  weapon,  and  though  many  of 
his  brothers  may  have  perished  before  the  warnln^r  was  heeded, 
he  now  becomes,  in  this  particular  locality,  the  most  circum- 
spect of  brutes.  He  scorns  the  thought  of  running  away,  but 
grows  so  vigilant,  sly,  and  crafty  that  the  farmer  is  put  to  his 
wits  end  to  devise  means  for  his  riddance." 

THE  GRAY  SQUIRREL'S  FOE. 

The  indefatigable,  nnt-hunting,  bird-destroying  Red 
Squirreli8arel€ntles8foe  of  Gray  Squirrels,  whiohhave 
good  reason  to  fear  his  vicious  onslaughts.  In  condu- 
sion  I  regret  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  write  and 
quote  as  lias  been  done,  but  to  be  accurate  such  a 
course  had  to  be  followed.  We  can  say,  as  has  been 
said  'Tilll  all  the  pesky  Red  Squirrels,"  but  to  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  woods  and  its  tenants,  I  am 
sure  if  tbe  merry  and  shrill  note,  chir-r-r-r-r.  of  the 
(Jhickaree  was  forever  hushed  in  death,  we  would  miss 
him  greatly  and  be  glad  to  welcome  him — cruel, 
wicked  and  bad  as  he  is — ^back  to  the  scenes  of  child- 
hood days. 
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OPOSSUM. 

DidelpUs  marsapialis  virginiana. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Variable  In  size;  weisrht  from  bIx  to  ten  pounds;  measures 
from  twenty  to  thirty-two  from  end  of  pointed  snout  to  tip  of 
the  tail;  the  tail»  about  as  long  as  the  head  and  body,  is  very 
flexible  and.  except  at  the  base  which  is  hairy,  is  covered  with 
scales,  which  enable  the  'possum  to  cliner  with  absolute  security 
to  the  limbs,  amonsrst  which  he  climbs  with  great  dexterity.  The 
eyes  are  brown.  Fur  of  body  is  quite  soft,  and  woolly,  thickly 
sprinkled  with  long  white  and  blackish  hair  that  gives  the 
animal  a  shaggy  dress.  Sides  of  head.  face,  throat  and  chin, 
whitish,  with  a  more  or  less  brownish  area  about  the  eyes; 
legs  and  feet  blackish  brown;  the  ears,  conspicuous,  rounded 
and  lengthened,  are  dark-colored  and  neJced;  belly  whitish. 
The  long  white  and  blackish  hairs  of  the  body  give  the  animal  a 
frosted,  dusky  appearance.  In  antediluvian  times  when  father 
Noah  "lived  and  built  himself  a  bark,"  'tis  said,  the  'possum 
had  long  and  numerous  hairs  covering  his  long  and  tapering 
tail;  such  a  condition  does  not  now  exist,  and  this  nakedness 
has  been  facetiously  accounted  for  in  the  following  stanzas, 
taken  from  Mr.  A.  M.  Bray  ton's  rejwrt:* 

WHY  DB  HAR  IS  MISSIN*. 

Go  'way  flddle — folks  is  tired  a-hearln'  you  a-squawkln'. 
Keep  silence  for  your  betters — don't  you  hear  de  bango  talkin.? 
About  de  'possum's  tall  she's  gwine  to  lecter — ladles,  listen!— 
About  de  ha'r  what  Isn't  dar,  an*  why  de  ha'r  is  mlssin*. 

De  ark  she  keeps  a  sailin*.  an'  a  sailin',  an'  a  sailln'; 
De  lion  got  his  dander  up.  an'  like  to  bruk  de*  palln' — 
De   sarpints   hissed — de   painter  yelled—tell,   what    wi'd   all    de 

fussin*. 
You  c'u'dn't  hardly  heah  de  mate  a-bossln'  roun'  an*  cussin'. 

Now  Ham.  de  only  nigger  what  was  runnin*  on  de  packet. 
Got  lonesome  in  de  barber  shop,  an  c'u'dn't  stan'  de  racket; 
An'  80  for  to  amuse  he-self,  he  steamed  some  wood  an'  bent  it, 
An'  soon  he  had  a  bango  made— de  fust  dat  was  invented. 

He  wet  de  ledder,  stretched  It  on,  made  bridge,  an'  screws,  an' 

apron; 
An'  fitted  in  a  proper  neck— 'twas  very  long  an*  tap'rin'. 
He  tuk  some  tin,  an'  twisted  him  a  thimble  for  to  ring  it; 
An'  de  mighty  question  rlz,  how  was  he  gwine  to  string  it? 

•Report  of  Geolog.  Sur.  of  Ohio,  Vol.  IV.    Zoology,  page  170, 
as  a  quotation  from  Scribner's  Monthly,  January,  1878. 
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De  'posftum  had  as  fine  a  tail  as  die  dat  I  am  slnffin'; 
De  ha'rs  as  long  an'  tliick  an*  strongr— des  fit  for  banjo-stringin' ; 
Dat  nigger  shaved  'em  off  as  short  as  wash  day  dinner  graces. 
An'  sorted  ob'em  by  de  size,  from  little  e's  to  basses. 

He  strung  her,  tuned  her,  struck  a  jig— 'twas  "Nebber  min'  de 

wedder"; 
She  soun'  like  forty-'leven  bands,  a  playin'  all  togedder; 
Soone  went  to  pattin',  some  to  dancin';  Noah  called  de  Aggers, 
An'  Ham  he  sot  and  knocked  de  tune,  de  happiest  ob  niggers! 

Now,  sence  dat  time — it's  mighty  strange — dere's  not  de  slight- 
est showin' 
Ob  any  ha'r  at  all  upon  de  'possum's  tail  a-growin*. 
An'  curl's,  too — dot  nigger's  ways;  his  people  nebber  los'  'em— 
For  where  you  finds  de  nigger,  dar's  de  bango  an'  de  'possum! 

Jffabitat.— Common  and  abundant  in  the  South;  generally  rare 
or  of  irregular  occurrence  north  of  latitude  of  Ctentral  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  some  of  the  northern  parts  of  this  State  the  Opos- 
sum is  almost  unknown. 

This  animal,  which  is  so  abundant  in  the  southern 
states  where  it  is  highly  prized  for  food,  is  quite  num- 
erous in  the  southern  parts  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
the  counties  of  Delaware,  Chester,  York,  Laneastei-, 
Cumberland,  Dauphin  and  several  others  Opossums 
are  plentiful. 

3,500  A  YBAR  IN  C7HESTER  COUNTY. 

The  Messrs.  Weil,  extensive  fur  buyei*s,  of  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  say  they  have,  for  the  la«t  six  years,  an 
nually  purchased  about  2,000  'possum  skins  in  Ches- 
ter and  neighboring  counties,  and  that  fully  two-thirds 
of  this  number  were  obtained  in  Chester  county.  Ac 
cording  to  the  estimates  of  several  fur-dealers  in  Ches- 
ter county  it  is  believed  that  there  are  annually  sold 
to  the  "trade"  about  3,500  Opossum  skins  taken  in 
Chester  county. 

MAY  EVENTUALLY  GET  TO  KLONDIKE. 

On  many  of  tJie  higher  mountainous  districts  of 
northern  and  central  Peniisvlvania  these  animals  are 
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rarely  seen;  but  iliey  have  been  captured,  according  to 
report*  received  at  this  office,  in  probably  every  county 
of  the  State.  As  the  forests  are  removed,  the  Opos- 
sum, hunters  say,  is  discovered  in  localities  north- 
wardly, where,  in  former  years  it  was  rarely,  if  ever 
seen. 

A  NIGHT  PROWLER. 

The  Opossum  hunts  in  the  nigfht  and  on  bright  star- 
light or  moonlight  nights,  in  warm  weather,  can  often 
be  seen  moving  about  in  a  rather  slow  and  awkward 
pace.  Unlike  the  VVildqat,  Red  Fox,  and  some  other 
preying  animals  it  does  not  go  far  from  its  home;  and 
sometimes,  but  not  often,  according  to  my  exx)erience, 
is  it  found  traveling  by  daylight,  yet  frequently  it  goes 
out  in  quest  of  food  by  twilight. 

ITS  NEST. 

I^e  Opossum's  home  is  situated  in  various  places, 
such  as  hollow  logs,  old  stumps  which  are  hollowed 
and  protected  above,  or  in  cavities  which  the  animal 
makes  under  roots  of  trees  or  stumps;  and  they  have 
been  known  to  talce  up  their  quarters,  like  Skunks, 
Minks  and  Weasels  often  do,  under  the  farmer's  build- 
ings. Their  nests  are  lined  with  miscellaneous  ma- 
terials, such  as  leaves,  grasses,  lichens,  etc. 

HUNTS  A  TREE  WHEN  PURSUED. 

The  mischievous  small  boy  when  discovered  in 
wrongdoing  will,  usually,  if  his  capture  is  attempted, 
start  off  for  home  as  fast  as  his  legs  can  carry  him. 
The  Opossum  does  not  do  this.  He  climbs  up  the 
nearest  tree,  when  dogs  or  Foxes  attempt  to  catch  him, 
and  makes  himself  comfortable.     He  will   sit   there 
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antil  his  pursurers  leave.  When  dogs  are  with  hun- 
ters and  the  latter  come  to  the  tree  which  the  Opos- 
sum occupies,  a  shot-gun  ends  the  hunt.  Sometimes 
the  Oposemm  is  shaken  from  his  refuge  and  the  dogs 
speedilj  kill  him.  However,  it  is  much  easier  to  talk 
about  shaking  'possums  and  'coons  from  trees,  than  it 
i«  to  do  it. 

A  VERITABLE  CURIOSITY. 

**We  can  Imagine  to  ourselves  the  surprise  with  which  the 
Oposaum  was  regarded  by  Europeans  when  they-  first  saw  it. 
Scarcely  anything  was  known  of  marsupial  animals,  as  New 
Holland  had  not  as  yet  opened  its  unrivaled  stores  of  curiosi- 
ties to  astonish  the  world.  Here  was  a  strange  animal,  with 
the  head  and  ears  of  a  pig,  sometimes  hanging  on  the  limb  of 
a  tree,  and  occasionally  swinging  like  the  monk«y  by  the  tall. 
Around  that  prehensile  appendage,  a  dozen  sharp- nosed  sleek- 
headed  young  had  entwined  their  tails  and  were  sitting  on 
their  mother's  back. 

"The  astonished  traveler  approaches  this  extraordinary  com- 
pound of  an  animal,  and  touches  it  cautiously  with  a  stick. 
Instantly  it  seems  to  be  struck  with  some  mortal  disease;  its 
eyes  close,  It  falls  to  the  ground,  ceases  to  move,  and  appears 
to  be  dead!  He  turns  it  on  its  back,  and  perceives  on  its  stom- 
ach a  strange  and  apparently  artificial  opening.  He  puts  his 
finger  Into  the  extraordinary  pocket,  and  lo!  another  brood  of 
a  dozen  or  more  young,  scarcely  larger  than  a  pea,  are  hangring 
in  clusters  on  the  teats.  In  pulling  the  creature  about  In  great 
amazement,  he  suddenly  receives  a  grip  on  the  hand — a  twink- 
ling of  the  half -closed  eye  and  the  breathing  of  the  creature 
evince  that  It  is  not  dead,  and  he  adds  a  new  term  to  the  voca- 
bularly  of  his  language,  that  of  'playing  'possum'." 

WISE  PROVISIONS  OP  NATURE. 

"The  whole  structure  of  the  Opossum  Is  admirably  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  a  sluggish  animal.  It  possesses  strong  powers 
of  smell  which  aid  It  in  the  search  for  food;  its  mouth  is  capa- 
cious, and  its  Jaws,  possessing  a  greater  number  and  variety 
of  teeth  than  any  other  of  our  mammals,  indicate  Its  onwilvor- 
ous  habits;  Its  fore  paws,  though  not  armed  with  retractile 
claws,  aid  In   seizing  Ms  prey,   and  convpying  It  to  the   mouth. 
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The  construction  of  the  hind  foot,  with  the  soft  yielding  tuber- 
cles on  the  palms,  and  its  long  nailless  opposing  thumb,  enable 
it  to  use  these  feet  as  hands,  and  the  prehensile  tail  aids  it 
in  holding  on  to  the  branches  of  trees,  whilst  its  body  is 
swinging  In  the  air;  in  this  manner  we  have  observed  it  gath> 
ering  persimmons  with  its  mouth  and  fore  paws,  and  devouring 
them  while  its  head  was  downward,  and  its  body  suspended 
in  the  air,  holding  on  sometimes  with  its  hind  feet  and  tail, 
but  often  by  the  tail  alone," — Audubon  and  Bachman. 

A  PROLIFIC  AND  RAPID  BREEDER. 

Maiiy  curious  and  mistaken  ideai^  are  entertained 
about  the  breeding  of  this  marsupial.  I  secured  an 
Opossum  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  early  in  the  month 
of  March  with  a  foetus  in  utero.  Observations  which 
have  been  made  show  that  the  young  remain  in  the 
uterus  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  days — they  have  no 
placenta  or  after  birth — and  when  born  they  are 
assisted  by  the  mother  into  her  pouoh  where  at  once 
they  attach  themselves  to  the  teats  from  which  they 
receive  nourishment  and  grow  rapidly.  The  Opoesum 
is  exceedingly  prolific,  producing  two  or  three  litters 
annually.  The  female  when  one  year  old,  it  is  stated, 
begins  to  raise  a  family. 

AN  OMNIVOROUS  ANIMAL. 

The  Opc49Bum  is  a  voracious  feeder  and  where  abun- 
dant often  causes  the  farmer  and  poultry  raiser  much 
annoyance.  Like  the  Raccoon,  he  loves  green  com. 
He  is  fond  of  chestnuts,  and  other  kinds  of  mast  are 
consumed  by  him.  He  sometimes  kills  and  eats  rats, 
likewise  mice,  and  insects,  and  he  feeds  quite  exten- 
sively,, hunters  and  trappers  say,  on  birds  and  their 
^ggs;  he  will  eat  young  Rabbits  and  he  feasts 
on  different  fruits  and  berries.  Ground-nesting 
birds     such     as     the     Quail,     Pheasant     and     other 
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specieB  which  build  their  nests  low  down  in  trees 
or  bushes  are  frequently  destroyed  by  this  robber. 
Different  roots,  as  well  as  other  portions  of  plants, 
furnish  him  sustenance.  This  animal  often  visits  the 
hen-roost  and  destroys  the  farmer^s  fowls.  Unfortu- 
nately a  large  amount  of  data  which  was  collected 
from  farmers,  poultry  raisers  and  sportsmen  concern- 
ing the  damage  which  Opossums  do  to  poultry,  corn 
and  wild  birds,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  February  last, 
consequently  I  am  unable  to  give  in  this  paper  their 
valuable  and  interesting  reports. 

SOME   OF  ITS  ENEiMIBS. 

Several  of  the  larger  species  of  Hawks,  likewise  the 
Cooper's  and  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  as  well  as  the 
Great  Homed,  the  Barred  and  the  Snowy  Owls,  also 
the  Eagles,  will  attack  Opossums.  Foxes  often  surprise 
and  devour  them,  and  Weasels  have  been  known  to 
kill  these  marsupials;  and  on  one  occasion  one  of  my 
acquaintances  shot  a  Red  Squirrel  eating  a  young 
Opossum  which  it  was  supposed  he  had  caught  and 
killed.  Few  animals  are  more  easily  trapped  than  is 
the  Opossum.  The  steel  trap,  dead  fall  or  snare  may 
all  be  used  with  success  to  aid  in  his  destruction,  and 
either  vegetable  or  animal  bait  can  be  used. 
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RED  POX. 
Vulpes  pennsylvanicus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

▲bout  as  large  as  a  medium-sized  dog;  weight  about  fifteen 
pounds;  height  about  fourteen  inches;  measures  about  forty- 
four  inches  'in  length.  Including  the  bushy  long-haired  tail 
which  measures  about  seventeen  inches,  to  the  tip  which  is 
genejrally  white.  The  ears,  behind,  outside  of  legs,  the  snout, 
and  Ihe  tips  of  many  caudal  hairs,  are  black.  The  general 
color  is  "a  bright,  clear,  yellowish  rufous,  darker  on  the  shoul- 
ders and  flanks."  The  belly  quite  white  along  its  middle,  dark- 
ens laterally;  the  chin,  throat  and  breast  are  white  or  whitish. 
The  Black  or  Silver  Fox,  sometlmeB,  though  rarely,  taken  here, 
and  the  Cross  Fox,  which  is  much  oftener  captured  In  Penn- 
sylvania are  called  by  naturalists  melanotic  forms  or  varieties 
of  the  Common  Red  Fox. 

I  khow  of  three  Black  or  Silver  Poxes  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
when  last  heard  from  they  were  all  alive,  elusive  and  hearty. 
One  is  in  Clinton  county,  another  roves  near  Lake  Ganoga,  a 
delightful  and  romantic  place  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
in  Sullivan  county,  and  the  third  one  livies  largely  like  a  good 
many  other  poachers,  on  Ruffed  Grouse  up  in  Pike  county. 

We  find,  not  Infrequently,  animals  with  very  defective  coats, 
which  fur  dealers  and  trap>pers  call  "Sampson  Foxes,"  they 
have  little  commercial  value.  Mt.  A.  M.  Bray  ton*  says:  "Re- 
garding this  peculiar  condition  of  pelage,  Mr.  Allen  is  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  the  result  of  a  disease  which  produces  a 
crisp,  woolly  condition  of  the  fur  much  as  though  it  had  been 
singed;  hence  the  common  name  of  'Sampson'  or  'Samson' 
Foxes."  Mr.  Brayton  referring  to  the  Cross  Fox.  and  the 
Black  or  Silver  Gray  Fox,  says:  "Dr.  Coues  regards  the  Cross 
Fox  as  a  'special  state  of  seml-melanium'  (melanism  is  the  re- 
sult of  an  excess  of  dark  coloring  matter)  of  the  Oon^mon  Fox. 
This  variety,  common  in  northern  New  York,  and  sometimes 
as  far  southward  as  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  receives  its  name 
from  the  presence  of  a  black  cross  formed  by  a  .black  band 
along  the  back  crossed  by  another  on  the  shoulder.  It  shades 
by  varying  and  almost  insensible  degrees  into  the  Black  or 
Silver  Gray  Fox. 

"Complete,  or  nearly  complete,  melanism  distinguishes  the 
Black  or  Silver  Gray  Fox.  •  •  •  f^^  color  is  a  uni- 
form, lustrous  black,  with  conspicuously  white-tipiped  tail; 
more  or  less  of  the  long  hairs  of  the  back  and  flanks,  top  and 
sides  of  head  greyish,  silvery  at  the  end,  giving  a  silvered  ap- 
pearance to  the  pelage.  The  perfectly  black  pelts  are  found, 
chiefly.  In  high  latitudes." 

Such  pelts  are  very  valuable. 

•Mammals  of  Ohio,  p.  17.  in  Geolng.  Survey  of  Ohio.    18^. 
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The  prices  of  furs  are  always  chanffing  but  those  quoted  in 
a  recent  list  of  a  New  York  fur  ezi>orter  are: 
Red  Pox  (Northern  Pa.),  11.60  to  |1.«0. 
Red  Fox  (Western  Pa.),  1140  to  11.60. 
Grey  Fox.  (Penna.)  .60c  to  .70c. 

Silver  Fox  (Eastern,  Ca.,  and  N.  W.).  120  to  lliaoo. 
Cross  Fox  (Eastern.  Ca.  and  N.  W.),  16.00  to  110.00. 

"While  the  Cross  and  Black  or  Silver  Foxes  are  usually  con- 
sidered difterent  'varieties/  they  are  not  such,  in  the  classifi- 
catory  sense  of  that  term,  any  more  than  are  the  red,  black, 
or  white  Wolves,  the  black  Marmots,  Squirrels,  etc.  The  proof 
of  this  is  in  the  fact  that  one  or  both  of  the  'varieties*  occur 
in  the  same  Utter  of  whelps  from  normally  colored  parents. 
They  have  no  special  geoerraphical  distrifbution,  althoucrh,  on 
the  whole,  both  kinds  are  rather  northerly  than  otherwise,  the 
Silver  Foxes  especially  so.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  ascer- 
tained exactly  how  far  the  styles  of  pelage  tend  to  perpetuate 
themselves;  that  is  to  say,  in  what  proportion  of  cases  a  cross 
will  produce  a  cross  litter,  or  a  black,  a  black  litter;  but  the 
inter-breeding  of  the  several  varieties,  and  their  purely  acci- 
dental origin,  from  parents  of  the  normal  coloration,  are  incon- 
testable."—(Coues  and  Yarrow,  Zool.,  Bpl.,  W.  100  Merid.  V.  18, 
76.  63). 

ffabUoL—ThlB  species,  including'  its  varieties,  is  common  in 
the  Arctic  regions  and  the  northerly  portions  of  the  United 
States.  Found  generally  throusrhout  Pennsylvania,  and  in  sec- 
tions of  the  State  this  predatory  animal  is  very  plentiful. 

The  Red  Fox  surpassee  all  other  of  our  mammals 
in  cunning;  he  is  also  exceedingly  wary  and  often 
when  plentiful  in  a  section,  he  frequently,  by  watch- 
ful and  cautious  ways,  escapes  observation. 

PliBNTIFUL  IN  MANY  FARMING  DISTRICTS. 

This  species  is  much  more  plentiful  in  many  highly 
cultivated  farming  districts  than  is  usually  suppoeed. 
This  was  noted  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  in  1886*,  when, 
under  the  scalp  act  of  1885,  in  about  four  months,  up- 
ward of  a  hundred  Red  Foxes  (they  were  the  genuine 
article,  as  no  dog  or  other  heads  would  "go"  in  Ches- 
ter for  Foxes)  were  presented  for  bounty  and  paid  for 
by  the  oommissioners. 

•See  in  Chapter  IX  numerous  records  of  Foxes  In  different 
counties  of  Pennsylvania. 
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SOME   POX  HUNTERS   WORRIED. 

The  publication  of  these  bounty  payments,  together 
with  the  killing,  for  premiums,  of  some  thirty  Red 
Foxes  in  one  week,  in  the  West  Chester  Daily.  Local 
News — a  newspaper  which  goes  to  nearly  every  home 
in  the  County  of  Chester,  with  its  population  of  100,- 
000  people — created  quite  a  furore  among  Pox  hun 
ters  who  loved  to  pursue,  but  not  destroy  sly  Reynard. 
The  objectionable  scalp  act  was  freely  discussed,  and 
by  some  roundly  "cnssed/'  Tlie  fox  hunters,  with, 
possibly,  a  few  exceptions,  who  condemned  the  bounty 
of  a  dollar  a  head  on  Foxes,  made  little  complaint 
about  the  killing  of  Hawks,  Owls  and  other  birds 
which  had  been  captured  and  paid  for,  at  seventy- 
cents  each  (twenty  cents  to  justice  of  the  peace)  to 
the  number  of  about  800.     The  claim  was  made 

"that  It  was  a  waste  of  public  funds:  the  Fox  was  a  badly 
abused  animal  and  he  furnished  lots  of  sport:  Hawks  and  Owls 
were  of  little  or  no  acount,  and  when  they  were  killed  off,  the 
large  bounty  payments  would  cease  and  the  money  spent  for 
them  would,  in  future  years  be  found,  so  far  as  poultry  and 
g-ame  interests  were  concerned,  to  be  a  wise  outlay." 

SOME  THINOS  THEY  DID. 

The  members  of  the  West  Chester  Microscopical  So- 
riety,  a  body  of  well-informed  scientific  men,  did  not 
concur  in  the  expressions  quoted  above,  as  can  be 
seen  by  turning  to  succeeding  pages.  These  birds, 
which  devoured  legions  of  destructive  grasshoppers, 
and  beetles  or  thinned  out  the  Meadow  Mice,  were  not, 
it  is  true,  hunted  by  men  in  bright  red  coats,  buttoned 
high  in  front,  nor  were  they  followed  by  pedigreed 
packs  of  baying  hounds  (that  so  often  frightened  the 
sheep,  and  sometimes  stampeded  the  cows)  and  swift, 
high-priced,  well-kept  steeds,  that    tore    the    sod,  or 
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occasionally  smafihed  fence  posts  and  rails,  where  bene 
flcial  birds  of  prey  so  often  waited  and  watched,  in 
dayliglit  and  dark,  for  insidious  foos  which  consumed 
the  land  owner's  crops. 

Finally  several  of  tlie  Fox  hunters — tiioee  who  pur- 
•sued  Foxes  for  pleasure  alone — who  knew  much  of  the 
damage  done  to  poultry  by  Foxes  with  young,  made  up 
a  pupse,  and  agreed  to  pay  farmers  who  were  digging 
out  old  Foxes  and  their  whelps,  for  all  the  domesti- 
cated fowls  that  were  killed.  It  was  further  stipu- 
lated that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynard's  heirs  should  not  be 
slain  for  bounty,  but  when  caught  should  be  kept  alive, 
until  a  certain  size,  when  they  were  to  be  liberated. 
This  arrangement  saved  the  lives  of  many  Foxes. 

A  DIVERSION  ENJOYED  BY  MANY. 

Fox  hunting  for  pleasure — a  most  exhilarating  and, 
to  many,  enjoyable  diversion — is  engaged  in  by  some 
of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Chester,  Delaware,  Mont- 
gomery, Lancaster,  Washington  and  perhaps  a  few 
other  counties.  In  these  localities  there  is  more  or 
less  sentiment  expressed  in  favor  of  Foxes. 

THEY  SAY  HE  DOBS  MUCH   GOOD. 

Some  gentlemen,  and  I  believe  they  are  sincere  in 
what  they  say,  claim  that: 

"Foxes  subsist  chiefly  on  mice,  rats,  or  other  rodents;  and 
also  consume  great  quantities  of  grasshoppers  and  'bugs';  and 
that  the  consumption  of  these  pests  is  of  far  more  value,  pe- 
cuniarily considered,  than  is  the  occasional  turkey,  chicken, 
duck  or  goose,  which  are  rarely  stolen,  unless  other  food  sup- 
plies run  short." 

These  persons  seldom,  if  ever,  refer  to  the  Fox's 
keen  sense  of  smell,  and  acute  hearing,  which,  with  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


380 

bright,  sharp  eves,  enable  hira,  with  wily  strategy  and 
soft,  cautious  tread,  to  destroy  nearly  all  kinds  of  ter- 
restrial birds,  ranging  in  size  from  the  old  Wild  Tur- 
key which  weighs  twenty-five  pounds,  to  an  Oven-bird 
that  weighs  about  a  couple  of  ounces.  Of  course  such 
a  lack  of  knowledge  is  pardonable,  for  it  is  a  known 
fact  that  few  jjeople  who  hunt  in  bright  red  clothes, 
find  time  to  look  on  the  trail  of  death  which  almost 
daily  marks  the  Red  Pox's  path.  They  know  him  sim- 
ply as  a  crafty  and  pretty  creature,  which  by  marvel- 
ous tricks  is  so  often  enabled  to  baffle  the  hounds,  as 
he  speeds  through  the  valleys,  across  broad  fields,  over 
hill-tops,  crossing  streams,  running  on  logs,  or  along 
fence-tops,  and  when  tired  defiantly  shakes  his  much- 
prized  "brush"  and  tossing  his  head,  hides  in  the  rocks. 

SHEEP-KILLING    DOGS   AND   FOXES. 

Some  sheep-killing  dogs,  it  is  asserted,  will  not  com- 
mit their  costly  and  vexatious  depredations  near  home, 
and  many  claim  that  the  Red  Fox  which  haB  his  wife 
and  little  ones  near  a  farmer's  hen  coop  will  rarely 
visit  it  with  evil  intent,  unless  reduced  to  extremity 
by  hunger's  pangs.  This,  perhaps,  is  in  some  in- 
stances true,  but  if  Mr.  Fleetfoot  Fox  does  not  steal 
poultry,  or  young  lambs  near  his  burrow,  so  often 
usurped,  he  certainly  does  plenty  of  this  kind  of  work 
away  from  his  home.  He  is  built  for  speed,  and  often 
travels  over  a  large  space  of  country  on  foraging  ex- 
cursions. When  he  leaves  his  vigilant  wife  and  play- 
ful children  and  hies  away  on  these  food-hunting  ex- 
peditions it  is  not  uncommon  for  some  neighboring  rel- 
ative who  also  left  his  family  in  a  snug  den — ^about 
whidi  bones,  feathers,  hair,  and  other  animal  remains 


Digitized  by 


Google 


381 

are  scattered — ^to  come  and  steal  the  poultry  and  lambs 
or  young  pigs  of  the  fcurmer,  which  the  other  crafty 
Pox  allowed  to  live  unmolested.  Naturally  the  result 
of  this  is  that  Foxes  are,  very  generally^  despised  by 
farmers  and  poultry  raisers,  and  they,  not  unwisely, 
destroy  these  ^^pesky  brutes.'* 

SOME  OP  HIS  NUMEROUS   VICTIMS. 

Sportsmen  who  have  taken  the  pains  to  investigate 
the  habits  of  Poxes,  particularly  the  Red  Pox,  abhor 
them  and  urge  their  extermination,  because  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  where  these  marauders  are  abundant 
game  of  all  kinds  decreases  with  astonishing  rapidity. 
The  fact  is  well  ei?tablished  that  Foxes  destroy,  with 
indiscriminate  greed,  almost  all  species  of  desirable 
game — ^birds  and  mammals — which  they  can  master. 
The  fact  that  they  will  kill  young  fawns  is  beyond  dis- 
pute and  diows  that  the  doe  has  in  the  artful  Pox,  as 
well  as  the  sneaking  Wildcat,  foes  which  need  con- 
stant watching.  If  it  was  customary  for  crafty  and 
sagacious  Poxes  to  hunt  in  packs,  like  Wolves  do,  there 
unquestionably  would  be  a  much  greater  paucity  of 
Virginia  De«*  than  at  present  exists  in  Pennsylvania. 
I  have  in  my  museum  a  Black  Bear,  about  as  big  as  a 
large  house  cat,  which  was  obtained  from  a  woodsman 
who  said  he  found  it  at  a  Red  Pox's  den. 

SOME   ANIMADS   FOXES   KILL. 

Among  the  numerous  kinds  ot  wild  birds  and  mam- 
mals which  Poxes  destroy,  remains  of  the  following 
have  been  found  in  their  stomachs  or  at  their  dens: 
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MAMMALS. 

Fawn, 

Varying  Hare, 

Gray  Babbit  (Cottontail), 

Gray  Squirrel, 

Black  Squirrel, 

Red  Squirrel, 

Chipmunk, 

Wbodchnck, 

Opoesum, 

Skunk, 

Mnskrat, 

Weasel, 

Mice, 

Rata. 


BIRDS. 


Wild  Turkey, 

Ruffed  Gpouge, 

Mongolian  Pheasant, 

Quail, 

Woodcock, 

Field  Plover, 

Sora, 

Wood  Duck, 

Mallard, 

Dove, 

Meadowlark. 

Nighthawk, 

Screech  Owl, 

Son^  Sparrow. 


This  list,  so  far  as  the  feathered  animals  are  con 
cemed,  could  be  materially  increased  as  there  is 
probably  hardly  a  species  of  the  bird  family  which 
nests  on  the  ground  that  has  not  suffered  from  the 
raids  of  Foxes,  which  devour  with  alacrity  any  of  them 
— old  or  young — and  if  these  cannot  be  caugbt  they 
eat  the  eggs.  The  Fox  hunts  in  daytime  a«  well  as  at 
night.  He  will  eat  carrion  if  nothing  better  can  be 
found,  and  fish,  it  is  said,  are  also  sometimes  agreeable 
to  his  palate.  Some  writers  say  he  will  eat  ripe  grapes 
and  many  other  kinds  of  fruit,  which  is  no  doubt  true, 
but  I  have  never  known  either  the  Red  or  Gray  Fox 
to  feed  on  a  vegetable  diet. 

POXES  LOVE  laAMB  CHOPS  AND  PORK. 

As  several  gentlemen  have  sent  oommunications  to 
this  office  defending  Foxes  and  also  asserted  that  these 
aninvals  seldom,  if  ever,  disturbed  lambs,  and  that  It 
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was  absurd  to  say  that  the?  would  go  Dear  a  vicious  old 
9CfW  when  she  had  a  litter  of  young,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  L. 
W.  Schnatterly,  a  well  informed  naturalist,  of  Free- 
port,  Armstrong  c^ounty,  Pa.  I  knew  he  resided  in  a 
section  of  the  Commonwealth  where  Foxes  were  said 
to  be  very  numeroua,  and  much  addicted  to  stealing 
lambs,  poultry  and  young  pigs.  The  doctor  kindly 
took  the  trouble  to  interview  on  this  subject  a  number 
of  his  farmer  friends  and  other  reliable  gentlemen. 
The  facts  thus  obtained  are  told  by  Dr.  Schnatterly  in 
the  following  words: 

Mr.  John  Ehrenfelt.  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Armstrong 
county,  tells  me  that  €v«ry  spring  the  Foxes  stole  many  of 
his  lambs,  and  the  only  way  he  could  prevent  it  was  to  take 
a  dead  one,  fill  It  with  arsenic  or  strychnine  and  leave  It  where 
they  would  get  It.  He  says  he  has  cleaned  the  Foxes  out  many 
times  that  way. 

Mr.  Geo.  Ralston,  farmer,  Armstrong  county,  has  lost  many 
lambs  by  Foxes  but  could  never  catch  the  cunning  fellows  at 
their  work,  but  has  found  many  lambs'  pelts  and  skeletons  at 
their  dens.  Along  the  Allegheny  river  hill  which  adjoins  my 
farm  there  is  a  den  of  them  now  and  they  are  around  my  barn- 
yard weekly. 

Mr.  Geo.  Sterlck.  formerly  a  farmer  but  now  one  of  our 
townsmen,  who  used  to  be  a  great  hunter  says  that  all  along 
the  river  and  Buffalo  Creek  hills,  you  can  see  bones  of  lambs, 
pigs,  turkeys,  chickens  and  other  game  that  would  make  a  cart 
load  at  the  many  different  Fox  dens  In  the  rocks. 

Mr.  Thos.  Hill,  farmer,  Armstrong  county,  occasionally  loses 
a  few  lambs  and  he  supposes  they  have  been  taken  by  Foxes, 
but  as  he  lives  several  miles  back  from  the  North  hill  they 
don't  molest  him  very  much. 

Mr.  Homer  Iseman,  formerly  a  farmer  but  now  an  oil  and 
gas  driller,  relates  what  he  witnessed  only  one  year  ago.  He 
and  Abe  Thonrpson  were  drilling  a  well  In  Westmoreland 
county.  Near  where  they  were  at  work  was  a  large  flock  of 
sheep  and  lambs.  The  latter  were  out  playing  one  morning 
and  a  large  Red  Fox  came  down  to  the  Iambs.  The  Fox 
crouched  down  as  a  cat  does  and  lay  there  motionless.  The 
lambs  played  closer  and  closer  until  they  came  within  a  few 
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feet  of  the  animal.  The  Fox  made  a  leap  and  caught  a  Iamb 
and  started  off  with  It  for  its  den  on  the  Creelt  hill;  the  men 
began  to  yell  and  they  frightened  the  Fox  so  it  dropped  the 
lamb  but  it  was  crushed  so  it  died. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Hodel,  of  Allegheny  county,  says  that  he  and  Jas. 
Henderson  blamed  a  Fox  for  stealing  their  poultry;  they 
sought  for  her  den  and  dug  her  out.  It  was  an  old  she  Fox 
and  they  found  several  bushels  of  bones  of  lambs,  pigs,  ducks, 
geese,  turkeys  In  an  ante-cham<ber  or  dining  room,  by  side  of 
den. 

Mr.  Geo.  Murphy,  farmer,  Armstrong  county,  tells  me  that 
several  years  ago  a  drover  with  sheep  and  lamibs  was  passing 
his  place  and  the  lambs  «ave  out  and  were  left  there  a  day; 
during  that  time  a  large  Fox  paid  them  a  visit,  caught  and 
killed  one,  and  then  perched  Itself  on  the  fence  to  bask  In  the 
sunshine.  He  went  to  get  a  gun  to  kill  It  but  when  he  came 
back  It  had  taken  its  prey  and  left.  Not  long  after  a  sow  had 
a  Utter  of  pigs  in  the  woods;  he  heard  them  making  a  noise 
one  day  and  went  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  A  big*  fight  was 
on  between  the  old  sow  and  the  Fox;  the  Fox  would  run  at 
the  sow  like  a  dog,  and  then  the  sow  would  run  at  the  Fox  to 
drive  It  away  from  the  pigs  that  were  huddled  In  the  nest;  this 
was  repeated  several  times  until  the  Fox  got  the  sow  real  mad 
and  she  made  at  the  Fox  and  run  it  several  yards  from  the 
pigs.  The  Fox  then,  quick  as  speed  would  let  it,  bounded 
round  past  the  sow  into  the  nest,  grabbed  a  pig  In  its  mouth 
and  was  gone  before  the  sow  could  get  back  to  the  nest.  He 
had  to  take  the  sow  and  pigs  home  to  keep  the  rest  from  be- 
ing stolen. 

Mr.  Thos.  Stroup,  farmer,  Armstrong  county,  had  four  lambs 
taken  in  one  week  by  Foxes.    The  lambs  were  one  week  old. 

Mr.  Samuel  Red  dick,  farmer,  Armstrong  county,  had  a  sow 
with  a  litter  of  pigrs  In  the  woods  near  house  in  a  rail  pen.  A 
Fox  or  Foxes,  made  nightly  visits  to  the  pen  and  took  seven 
pigs  and  the  sow  became  so  frantic  and  enraged  that  she  tore 
the  rail  pen  down  to  get  at  the  Intruder.  The  pigs  were  a 
week  old. 

Mr.  Thos.  Jack,  farmer,  says  there  is  nearly  a  cart  load  of 
bones  of  all  kinds  of  small  animals  at  some  Fox  dens  along 
the  river  hill  near  L»ogansport.  None  of  the  above  gentlemen 
ever  heard  of  Foxes  attacking  calves  or  killing  them. 

These  remarks  refer  to  both  the  Red  and  Gray 
Foxes  hilt  by  far  the     <?reater    amount     of    dam^i^e 
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was  done  by  Red  Foxes,  as  they  are  much  more 
common.  Dr.  Schnatterlj  writes  that  farmers 
generally  tell  him  they  lose  many  lambs  ^  every 
spring  by  Foxes  that  come  about  chiefly  at 
night.  The  indignant  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
know  that  Foxes  commit  these  depredations  as  they 
find  the  remains  of  lambs  at  the  Foxes^  dens  among 
the  rocks. 

WHERE  PHEASANTS  THRIVED. 

I  call  to  mind  a  locality  in  Centre  county,  where  all 
the  natural  conditions  are  most  favorable  for  RuflPed 
Grouse  to  live  and  multiply.  Second  growth  white 
pine  and  hemlock  thickets,  and  extensive  patches  of 
large  rhododendrons  (buck  laurel)  abound;  wild  fruits 
and  berries,  chestnuts,  acorns,  arbutus,  ferns,  together 
with  other  kinds  of  plant-food  they  live  on,  are  plenti- 
ful in  and  around  the  old  slashings  and  abandoned  log 
and  tram  roads.  But  the  noble  Ruffed  Grouse  has  for 
the  past  three  years  been  very  scarce  there.  Four 
years  ago  this  splendid  game  bird  abounded  in  this 
locality  where  I  have  often  known  a  good  marksman 
to  shoot  in  a  day's  tramp,  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  from 
six  to  a  dozen  of  them. 

POXES  DID  IT. 

Some  may  say  hunters  killed  all  the  birds;  this,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case,  but  it  is  very  clearly  shown  that 
Foxes  are  largely  responsible  for  the  Pheasants*  dimi- 
nution. When  these  birds  abounded  in  this  particu- 
lar locality,  preying  birds  and  mammals,  other  than 
Red  and  Gray  Foxes,  hunters  and  trappers  found  to  be 
fully  as  plentiful  as  they  now  are  when  the  Pheasants 
are  so  scarce.    The  farmers  who  live  in  the  valleys 
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that  separate  the  mountains  of  this  romantic  region 
say  Poxes  have  increased  rapidly  and  their  destruc- 
tion of  domesticated  fowls,  young  lambs,  and  occa- 
sionally young  pigs,  causes  individual  losses,  estimated 
to  be  from  five  (f 5)  to  twenty-five  (f 25)  per  farm.  Tliese 
depredators  are  so  cunning  and  sly  that  even  the  most 
experienced  trapper  rarely  is  able  to  catch  one  in  any 
of  the  devices  no  matter  how  artfully  placed. 

TALKED  ABOUT  POXES  AND  GOT  SOME  VOTES. 

Recently  I  met  a  man,  who  formerly  lived  in  the  lo- 
cality previously  referred  to,  and  as  we  traveled 
through  the  tangled  underbrush,  over  old  fields,  and 
across  disused  log  roads,  and  saw  on  tlie  snow  num- 
erous "signs"  of  Foxes,  we  met  three  farmers  who  had 
just  shot  a  Gray  Pox  which  they  were  skinning.  My 
companion  knew  the  men,  with  whom  politics  and 
Poxes  were  discussed  for  a  few  minutes,  then  we  sep- 
arated. As  the  dinner  gongs  were  sounding  in  the 
valley  below,  we  sat  down  to  lunoh  at  a  spring  where 
a  bright-eyed  Weasel,  in  dark  coat,  peeped  at  us  for 
an  instant,  through  the  matted  roots  of  an  upturned 
tree. 

THE  WBASEIiS. 

My  companion  said: 

"If  you  had  been  ready  with  the  auxiliary  barrel  you  could 
have  had  that  animal.  It  is  one  of  the  smaller  of  the  two 
species  of  Weasels  that  we  have  in  these  parts.  This  inquisi- 
tive and  active  little  fellow  kills  rabbits  and  birds,  but  he 
catches  great  numJbers  of  mice,  and  eats  insects,  and  probably, 
in  the  course  of  his  life,  does  more  grood  than  harm.  The 
other  species — the  Common  Weasel — so  abundant  in  many  lo- 
calities and  found,  no  doubt,  all  over  the  State,  I  think  is  a 
nuisance  as  he  not  only  kills  game  but,  oftentimes,  cleans  out 
all  the  chickens  In  your  coops." 
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y  GOOD  FOXE>S  ARE  DEAD  FOXES. 

Seeing  that  I  was  interested  in  his  observations,  my 
companion  continued  and  spoke  about  as  follows:     . 

"During  the  last  forty  years  a  large  portion  of  my  time  has 
been  spent  in  lum^ber  camps  and  places  like  you  see  about  us. 
I  have  always  taken  a  deep  Interest  in  wild  animals,  and  am 
quite  familiar  with  their  haunts  and  curious  ways.  Some  of 
them  are,  through  a  lack  of  proper  knowledge*  often  most 
wrongfully  condemned,  but  Foxes  should  not  be  Included  in 
this  abused  group.  Careful  observation  leads  me  to  say,  good 
Foxes  are  dead  Foxes,  but  their  skins,  if  the  animals  are  de- 
stroyed by  poison,  will  not  bring  the  highest  market  price;  and 
expert  fur-dealers  readily  recognize  the  ones  which  have  been 
killed  with  poison. 

"I  am  told  that  down  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  people — 
but  surely  they  are  not  farmers — ^love  and  protect  the  Foxes, 
and  say  they  are  good  things  to  have  around  farms  to  destroy 
vermin.  I,  of  course,  don't  know  anything  albout  the  habits  of 
Foxes  which  live  down  there,  but  I  doubt  If  they  are  a  whit 
better  than  the  ones  you  an  hour  ago  heard  those  men  talk- 
ing about  in  such  harsh  terms. 

THEY  OOULrDN'T  UNDE5RSTAND. 

"You  rememftjer,  I  smiled  and  winked  at  you,  but  said  noth- 
ing, when  'Andy*  talked  about  dead  Foxes  as  he  pulled  the 
Pheasant's  breast  meat  out  of  the  Fox's  stomach  you  asked 
him  to  cut  open;  and,  no  doubt,  you  call  to  mind  that  all  the 
men  said  they  couldn't  understand  why  it  was  that  four  or 
five  years  ago  a  man  with  a  pair  of  good  dogs  might  hunt  all 
day  and  never  start  a  Fox,  but  now,  if  all  the  'run-ways'  were 
covered  by  good  marksmen,  a  party  would  get  three  or  four 
in  a  day.  When  I  first  came  here,  about  fourteen  years  ago, 
Foxes  were  very  numerous,  and  when  I  fcund  they  killed  so 
many  Pheasants,  Wild  Turkeys  and  Rabbits,  as  well  as  all 
kinds  of  poultry,  and  sometimes  young  lambs,  I  tried  to  trap 
them  but  had  poor  success;  they  were  too  smart. 

VALUABLE  INFORMATION. 

"One  day  as  good  luck  would  have  It,  I  hired  a  man  who 
had  spent  much  of  his  time,  in  early  life,  with  trappers  in  the 
far  west.    He  suggested,   that   if  I   wanted   to  kill  Foxes,   it 
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could  easily  be  done  by  shooting'  some  sparrows,  diarging  them 
with  strychnine,  and  placing:  them  where  Foxes  rambled.  Be- 
fore begrinning-  this  (to  me)  new  mode  of  warfare  against  the 
cunning  Foxes  which  had  so  often  defeated  me  in  former  years, 
I  spent  about  a  week  shooting  sparrows,  and  I  took  some 
chickens'  heads,  and  nearly  twenty  tame  pigeons  which  1  shot, 
and  scattered  these  about  places  where  Foxes  loved  to  rove. 
These  birds  and  heads  were  not  poisoned;  they  were  only  put 
out  to  let  the  sly  robbers  learn  how  easily  they  could  get  a 
good  meal  by  coming  to  my  premises. 

ANDY.    IT    WAiS    STRYC?HNINE,    NOT    DISEASE. 

"The  second  week  I  followed  the  man's  advice  and  soon  dead 
Foxes  were  found  scattered  around  over  the  mountains,  In 
fields;  generally,  however,  they  were  found  near  water.  Tfte 
farmers  and  woodsmen  were  astonished  and  always  believed 
some  fatal  disease  had  attacked  these  animals.  I  followed  this 
plan,  every  season,  with  the  result  that  Foxes,  after  the  first 
two  years,  were  hardly  ever  seen. 

BIRDS  INCREASED. 

"The  Pheasants  Increased  rapidly,  and  many  of  these  little 
ground  birds  which  you  know  by  different  names,  were  much 
more  plentiful  then  than  they  are  now.  Four  years  ago  I  left 
this  place;  no  more  Sparrows  were  put  out  for  wandering 
Foxes,  and,  you  see,  as  they  increase  Pheasants  decrease,  and 
the  Wild  Turkey  is  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  in  places  where  five 
years  ago  it  was  of  common  occurrence. 

HOW   TO  FIX   THEM. 

"If  you  ever  want  to  destroy  Foxes  get  a  lot  of  Sparrows- 
English  Sparrows  are  worthless— and  open  the  belly,  pull  out 
the  insldes,  then  put  in  the  cavity  as  much  strychnine  as  you 
can  hold  on  the  point  of  the  small  blade  of  an  ordinary  pocket 
knife,  then  push  the  entrails  back;  take  about  three  poisoned 
birds  and  put  them  in  a  place  together;  hang  them  on  a  low 
bush  or  twig,  lay  them  on  a  stump,  or  anywhere  in  the  Foxes' 
feeding  grounds,  away  from  human  habitation. 

WHAT  A  CHESTER  COUNTY  FARMER  BELIEVES. 

"Sometime  ago  you  sent  me  a  circular  asking  about  birds 
and  animals.    I  will  send  you  some  memoranda  which  can,  if 
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they  are  worth  the  space,  be  used  in  your  books,  but  I  do  not 
care  to  have  my  name  go  with  them,  as  I  make  no  pretensions 
to  be  either  a  naturalist  or  a  writer. 

HAWKS  AND  OWLrS. 

"There  are  several  kinds  of  Hawks  and  Owls  about  our  farm 
and  most  of  them  do  little  harm  because  they  live  chiefly  on 
Mice.  Of  course,  every  now  and  then  a  pair  of  big  Hoot  Owls 
(Great  Horned),  which  nest  in  February  in  the  woods,  come 
around  and  steal  some  chickens,  but  they,  too,  eat  Mice,  Rats, 
and  Rabbits,  all  of  which,  when  numerous,  are  a  nuisance. 
Then  there  are  two  varieties  of  slimly-built  Hawks,  with  long 
tails,  that  every  spring  are  very  troublesome  when  the  hens 
hatch  out  their  broods.  These  Hawks  will  sometimes  dash 
by  you  and  carry  off  a  young  chicken  under  your  very  eyes.  My 
son,  last  year,  shot  two,  and  the  taxidermist  who  stufted  these 
birds  called  them  the  Cooper's  Hawk,  and  the  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk.  These  names  may  be  right  but  we  call  them  Chicken 
Hawks.  When  they  can  not  get  chickens  they  kill  birds  such 
as  the  Robin,  the  Lark,  the  Dove,  and  lots  more  of  smaller 
kinds  that  I  call  field  and  ground  chippies;  and  these  Hawks 
always  kill  Partridges  when  any  are  about,  but  won't  catch 
grasshoppers  and  Mice  as  the  little  Sparrow  Hawk  do9B.  They 
do  much  mischief  and  I  believe  should  be  killed. 

WBAiSBDS,  SKUNK  AND  MINK. 

"When  the  Skunk  gets  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  hen  roost 
or  stealing  eggs  he  had  better  be  dead  so  far  as  the  farmer 
and  poultry  raiser  are  concerned;  but  Skunks  generally,  I  be- 
lieve, would  rather  eat  grub-worms,  June-bugs,  grasshoppers, 
crickets,  other  kinds  of  insects  and  Mice.  When  these  can  be 
found  they  don't  often  come  about  to  rob  our  hens.  I  like  the 
Weasel  because  he  kills  so  many  Mice  and  Rabbits,  but  then 
he,  too,  frequently  comes  to  rob  us  of  poultry,  and  his  visits 
mean  the  death  of  many  fowls.  The  Mink  is  a  very  bad  neigh- 
bor. A  family  of  Minks  did  much  damage  to  our  fish  in  the 
pond  last  year,  and  killed  a  lot  of  ducks,  and  several  chickens; 
then  the  boys,  luckily  one  day,  found  the  Minks  in  their  nest 
under  an  old  building  near  the  dam.  and  they  killed  them  all. 
There  are  not  very  many  Minks  about  these  parts,  at  least,  1 
have  not  seen  or  heard  of  any  for  nearly  twelve  months  past. 
I  never  knew  the  Red  Squirrel  to  disturb  chickens  but  he  kills 
a  good  many  Robins  and  some  other  small  birds.  Rats  are 
great  poultry  thieves;  and  once  I  saw  a  Mouse  eating  a  chicken. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


390 

two  or  three  days  old,  which  I  believe  It  caught.  'Coons  and 
'Possums  both  catch  chickens,  but  neither  Is  half  as  bad  In  this 
respect  as  the  Red  Pox. 

THE  POX  A  TERROR. 

'*Thls  wily  and  sagraclous  animal  is  not  only  fond  of  chickens 
but  he  win  catch  ducks,  turkeys  and  geese  whenever  a  chance 
Is  offered.  He  menaces  the  lives  and  happiness  of  all  birds 
which  brood  on  the  ground;  he  Is  a  terror  and  most  adroit  In 
this  line  of  contemptiible  plunder.  The  great  scarcity  of  Part- 
ridges (Quail)  In  this  and  neighboring  counties,  where  some 
years  ago  they  were  quite  abundant,  I  think  Is  mainly  due  to 
the  Fox  de\X)urlng  the  eggs  and  young,  and  the  old  birds  too, 
If  he  can  catch  them.  However  it  may  be,  as  some  say,  that 
mowing  machines  have  been,  in  part,  the  cause  of  the  pleasing 
call  'Bob-White*  becoming  so  scarce;  but  as  already  stated  I 
blame  the  sharp-nosed  Fox  for  the  scarcity  of  the  plump, 
white-throated  whistler. 

EVERYBODY   KILLED  POXES  THEN. 

"Sixty  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  boy,  everybody  killed  all  the 
Poxes  they  could;  they  were  usually  shot,  as  they  were  very 
hard  to  catch  in  traps.  About  ten  years  ago  one  of  our  boys 
bought  a  new  shot  gun,  and  early  one  bright  spring  morning 
when  the  birds  were  singing  their  sweet,  joyous  songs  of  praise 
to  the  Giver  of  all  that  is  good,  I  took  it  and  slowly  nmde  my 
way  through  the  dewy  grass,  behind  a  hedge  row,  to  some  rocks 
where  I  knew  a  family  of  Foxes  lived.  Reaching  the  place  I 
saw  an  old  Pox  and  five  young  ones,  about  half  grown,  devour- 
ing one  of  my  neighhor's  ducks.  I  shot  both  barrels  and  killed 
.two  of  the  young,  and  the  rest  scampered  Into  the  den  in  the 
rocks.  I  felt  well  satisfied  with  my  success  and  took  the  ani- 
mals down  to  the  house. 

HE  PLEAD  AND  ALMOST  CRIED  FOR  FOXES. 

"You  can  Imagine  my  surprise  when  my  nephew,  a  young 
man  of  about  twenty,  nearly  cried  when  he  saw  the  dead  Foxes, 
which  he  said  he  had  paid  our  hired  man  to  watch  so  no  harm 
might  come  to  them.  He  told  me  how  they  destroyed  mice, 
caught  all  kinds  of  harmful  bugs,  hunted  grasshoppers,  and 
killed  Rabbits  which  consumed  the  cabbage  and  barked  young 
fruit  trees  when  deep  snows  covered  the  ground.  Finally  I 
promised  not  to  shoot  any  more  Foxes,  and  the  agreement  has 
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not  been  broken.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  he  had 
become  so  Impressed  with  the  g:ood  deeds  which  he  attributed 
to  Foxes,  yet  seemed  to  know  nothing  of  their  evil  ways. 

HOUNDS  AND  A  BOB-TAILED  HORSE. 

"Later  on  I  found  he  had  an  interest  in  a  pack  of  dogs,  which 
in  winter  season  he  followed  with  fancy  dress,  colored  like  the 
British  wore  at  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  where  some  of  his 
ancestors  died;  and  he  had  a  bob-tailed  saddle  horse,  that 
could  run  and  jump  the  fences.  When  I  was  young  we  didn't 
have  such  things,  but  times,  and  the  ways  of  people,  have 
changed  most  remarkably.  I  sometimes  think  as  I  learn  of 
baneful  results  of  many  of  these  changes  that  it  is  well  that 
my  eyes  have  grown  dim,  that  my  hands  have  lost  their 
cunning,  my  steps  become  tottery,  and  that  soon  I  shall  depart 
this  life  and  rest  in  peace,  love  and  contentment  with  my  Gk>d 
above.  Foxes  now  live  unmolested  on  the  farm  and  although 
they  often  take  chickens  or  ducks  I  never  conftplain,  as  the 
money  value  is  small,  probably  not  over  live  or  ten  dollars  a 
year  from  all  Foxes,  and  the  other  kinds  of  poultry-catching 
pests.  When  n^y  good  wife,  who  sleeps  in  the  church  yard  over 
the  hills,  and  I  began  life  ten  dollars  was  considered  a  good 
deal,  but  now  it  don't  seerrt  to  be  valued  by  young  people,  par- 
ticularly if  some  one  else  earns  it,  and  gives  it  to  them  to 
spend.  A  boy  or  girl  rarely  appreciates  the  true  value  of  dol- 
lars, unless  they  earn  them  by  honest  work. 

"I  hope  you  will  deal  fully  with  the  birds  and  animals,  and 
write  books  without  a  lot  of  big  Latin  names,  so  that  our  school 
children  can  read  them  and  know  more  about  the  true  relations 
that  these  creatures  have  In  the  broad  field  of  nature.  The 
lack  of  proper  information  about  insects,  birds,  animals  and 
plants  is  a  source  of  nnich  loss  to  those  who  engage  in  agricul- 
ture. 

HOW  HE  BEHAVES  ACROSS  THE  OCEAN. 

Id  the  Old  World  Foxes  appear  to  be  just  as  bad  as 
they  are  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  Eupoi>ean 
Red  Fox,  eminent  writers  say,  has  no  specific  identity 
from  our  Red  Fox.  To  show  how  the  Fox  acts  in  other 
lands  the  following  extracts  are  tninscribed  from  Dr. 
Brelim's  Life  of  Animals: 
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"The  Fox  preys  on  all  animals  from  a  young  roe  to  a  beetle, 
but  principally  Mice.  •  •  •  He  spares  neither  old  or 
young,  and  zealously  pursues  Hares  and  Rabbits,  and  even  at- 
taclcs  young  roes  or  Deer.  He  not  only  plunders  the  nests  of 
all  birds  brooding  on  the  ground,  devouring  both  eggs  and 
young,  but  also  tries  to  overcome  the  old  birds,  and  not  infre- 
quently succeeds  In  doing  so.  He  swims  and  wades  through 
swamps  and  marshes,  in  order  to  reach  the  birds  which  brood  on 
the  water,  and  there  are  cases  on  record  where  he  has  killed 
brooding  Swans.  He  also  attacks  tame  poultry  and  effects  an 
entrance  into  isolated  farm-yards  at  night;  and  if  he  is  afforded 
a  good  cover,  he  pursues  the  poultry  even  in  broad  daylight. 
In  large  orchards  and  vineyards  he  is  a  more  frequent  visitor 
than  one  imagines.  There  he  catches  grasshoppers,  May-bugs 
and  their  grubs,  Rain-worms,  etc.,  or  gathers  sweet  pears, 
grapes  or  berries.  At  the  river  bank  he  tries  to  surprise  a  fine 
Trout  or  a  stupid  Crab;  at  the  sea-shore  he  empties  the  nets' of 
the  fishers;  in  the  forest  he  robs  the  nooses  spread  by  the  hun- 
ter. In  this  way  his  larder  is  always  well  stocked  and  he  be- 
comes straitened  in  circumstances  only  when  the  snow  is  very 
deep  and  impairs  his  opportunities.  Then  he  is  satisfied  with 
anything  edible,  not  only  with  carcasses,  which  he  will  feed 
upon  at  any  season  and  seenw  to  like,  as  all  Oanid^.e  (dog  fam- 
ily) do,  but  even  with  an  old,  dried-out  bone  or  a  piece  of  half- 
rotten  leather.  Quite  frequently,  also,  he  visits  the  encamp- 
ments of  wood-choppers  to  pick  up  the  remains  of  their  repast. 
When  his  hunger  is  half  satisfied,  he  plays  long  and  cruelly 
with  his  prey  before  dispatching  it.  •  •  •  Only  the 
pangs  of  hunger  can  goad  him  into  reckless  actions;  but  when 
he  has  been  long  deprived  of  food  he  becomes  downright  im- 
pudent. In  broad  daylight  the  hungry  Fox  will  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance in  a  yard,  seize  upon  a  Chicken  or  Gk)ose  before  peo- 
ple's very  eyes,  and  hasten  away  with  his  prey.  He  is  much 
averse  to  parting  with  the  booty  so  arduously  procured,  and  if 
he  is  compelled  to  relinquish  It,  he  repeatedy  returns  to  see 
whether  he  still  cannot  make  away  with  it.  The  same  bold- 
ness is  occasionally  displayed  by  him  under  circumstances 
calling  for  immediate  flight.  Once  a  Fox,  which  was  being 
hunted  by  hounds,  and  had  twice  heard  the  shot  buzzing  by, 
seized  a  sick  Hare  in  his  flight  and  carried  it  with  him  for  a 
considerable  distance.  Another  was  surrounded  In  a  field;  he 
came  out,  attacked  a  wounded  Hare,  killed  it  before  the  eyes 
of  the  huntsmen,  rapidly  buried  it  in  the  snow,  and  then  fled 
directly  through  the  line  formed  by  the  sportsmen.'* 
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THEY  DO  PAR  MORE  HARM  THAN  GOOD. 

Pirfd  observation  and  poat  mortem  examinations 
show  that  Foxes  unquestionably  do  JPar  more  harm 
than  good.  The  great  destruction  of  wild  birds  is,  I 
believe,  of  more  loss  to  agricultural  interests  than  the 
benefit  such  interests  receive  from  Foxes  catching  de- 
structive mammals,  grasshoppers  and  other  forme  of 
insect  life.  Foxes  not  only  destroy  all  kinds  of  song 
and  insect-eating  birds  and  eggs  they  can  get,  but  they 
consume  game  of  all  kinds — and  many  of  the  game 
birds,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  eat  harmful  in- 
sects. Advices  from  diflPerent  parts  of  our  State,  es- 
pecially in  some  of  western  counties,  show  that  Foxes 
kill  a  great  many  young  lambs,  and  sometimes  destroy 
whole  litters  of  pigs;  this  means  a  loss  of  money  which, 
in  the  aggregate,  is  considerable  every  year.  The  de- 
struction of  all  kinds  of  domesticated  fowls  by  Foxes 
is  shown  on  succeeding  pages  to  be  a  serious  hindrance 
to  poultry  raisers.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Foxes — 
both  species — destroy-  annually  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars worth  of  poultry  in  Pennsylvania.  Gray  Foxes 
do  less  injury  to  poultry  interests  because  there  are 
less  of  them  in  our  State,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  seem  to 
pi^efer  to  stay  in  woods  and  thickets  away  from  the 
habitations  of  man.  The  Gray  Fox  seems  to  want  to 
keep  away  from  man's  improved  possessions,  and 
while  he  often  steals  the  poultry  of  farmers  about  the 
outskirts  of  the  dark  thickets  and  tangled  underbrush 
he  lives  in,  his  evil  work  consists  mainly  in  destroying 
beneficial  birds  and  game.  The  Gray  Fox  is  a  good 
traveler,  but  he  does  not,  when  searching  for  food,  it 
appears,  wander  over  so  much  territory  as  his  red- 
coated  relative.  In  the  southern  states  where  Gray 
Foxes  are  much  more  numerous  than  they  are  with 
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us,  they  catch  large  nuni'bers  of  Quails;  and  in  this 
State  Quail,  Wild  Turkey  and  Ruffed  Grouse  or  Pheas- 
ants, and  their  nests,  are  destroij'jed  by  the  sneaking 
grajvcoated  depredators  whenever  they  can  surprise 
the  birds  or  find  their  carefully-concealed  homes. 


WHAT     FARMERS.    POULiTRY     RAISERS    AND      ^ORTS- 
MEN   SAY   ABOUT   RED   AND   (HlAY  POXES. 

HON.   N.  B.  CRITCHFIBLD,  Jenners  Cross  Roads.   Somerset 
County: 

A  neighbor  had  a  flock  of  eighteen  turkeys,  consisting  of 
mother  J»en  and  seventeen  half-grown  ones,  destroyed  by  a 
Fox  in  one  night  during  last  summer.  It  was  believed  to  be  a 
Red  Fox  because  a  track  was  outlined  by  feathers  dropped  on 
the  way  for  a  distance  of  over  a  mile  into  a  piece  of  woodland 
where  it  could  be  plainly  seen  that  the  turkeys  were  dragged 
into  a  hole  under  a  ledge  of  rocks,  and  around  the  hole  were 
feathers  and  bones  of  other  fowls  that  had  been  taken.  The 
mother  Fox  may  have  had  help  from  the  paternal  occupant  of 
the  den,  but  of  that  we  cannot  be  certain.  On  the  second  morn- 
ing after  this  wholesale  destruction  my  attention  was  attracted 
by  the  vigorous  barking  of  a  Fox  at  a  spot  near  where  the  tur- 
keys were  when  they  were  taken  and  when  I  gave  his  foxship 
chase  he  went  directly  to  the  den  of  which  I  have  spoken.  We 
have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  they  are  detrimental;  the  Red 
is  much  more  common  and  destructive  than  the  Gray. 

A.  W.  OOLEGROVE,  Colegrove,  McKean  County: 

Both  Red  and  Gray  are  found  here.  Red  is  very  plentiful. 
They  are  very  destructive  to  game;  they,  with  the  Wildcats,  will 
exterminate  it  in  a  short  time  if  something  is  not  done  to  ex- 
terminate them.  A  large  portion  of  this  county  Is  old  slashings 
and  bark  peelings  which  makes  an  ideal  haunt  for  them. 

E.  O.  AUSTIN,  Austin,  Potter  County: 

Both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  are  plenty.  The  Red  predominating 
and  most  destructive  to  poultry.  The  Gray  and  Red  Samson 
Poxes  are  very  shy  of  clearings  and  all  prefer  small  wild  game, 
and  all  are  persistent  mousers;  either  kind,  as  well  as  the 
Wildcat,  will  kill  and  eat  the  Porcupine,  skinning  him  with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


395 

almost  a  single  snap  and  J«rk.  They  occasionally  take  poul- 
try or  a  young  lamb,  but  I  consider  them  far  more  beneficial 
than  detrimental  to  the  farmer.  I  have  had  young  lambs 
carried  oft  by  Poxes,  but  have  never  had  or  heard  of  calves 
being  injured  by  Cats  or  Foxes.  About  ten  years  ago  an  old 
she  Fox  was  so  persistent  after  a  weak  lamb  near  my  house 
that  she  would  not  be  frightened  away  and  I  was  compelled 
to  shoot  her. 

The  Mink,  Fox  and  Wildcat  will  attack  and  kill  turkeys, 
ducks,  geese  and  chickens.  The  Weasel  also  is  at  times  very 
destructive  to  poultry,  yet  people  often  take  great  trouble  to 
get  a  Weasel  to  put  in  their  barns  on  purpose  to  drive  away 
the  rats  and  mice.  The  Great  Horned  Owl  is  also  very  destruc- 
tive to  poultry,  especially  to  young  turkeys  and  chickens.  The 
Owl,  too,  is  probably  the  worst  of  any  creature  on  the  Pheasant 
or  Ruffed  Grouse.  It  matters  little  how  many  start  In  to 
winter,  the  Owls,  with  the  help  of  the  Fox,  will  diminish  their 
numbers  greatly  by  spring. 

A.  XLTDSON  9MITH,  New  Millport,   aearfield  County: 

Both  species  are  found  here,  but  the  Red  is  more  plentiful 
than  the  Gray,  and  the  Red  more  sly  and  destructive  than  the 
Gray.  They  are  not  numerous  enough  to  do  much  damage  to 
poultry,  although  I  lost  a  setting  turkey  hen  and  her  eggs  last 
season,  and  I  hear  of  some  others;  but  some  parties  here  claim 
they  are  beneficial  In  destroying  meadow  mice.  They  destroy 
Rabbits  and  while  we  do  not  grieve  over  that,  we  would  prefer 
they  leave  the  Pheasants  alone,  which  they  do  not  seem  dis- 
posed to  do. 

B.  ALEXANDER,  Conemaugh,  Cambria  County: 

We  have  both  species  and  both  deemed  equally  destructive 
to  poultry  and  game  and  small  birds.  Our  Grouse,  Rabbits  and 
Quail  are  almost  exterminated  by  the  depredations  of  these 
animals.  Many  complaints  from  farmers  about  destruction  of 
fowls  and  young  lambs.  These  animals  are  very  numerous 
since  the  removal  and  refusal  of  our  commissioners  to  pay  the 
bounty. 

E.  P.  CAMPBELL,  West  PIttston,  Luzerne  County: 

Both  kinds  are  here:  Red  most  common.  Killed  three  young 
and  two  old  Foxes;  the  male  was  red  and  full  grown,  the  fe- 
male gray;  these  were  the  dam  and  sire  of  three  pups;  they  are 
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as  strongly  marked  a  cross  gray  and  red  as  I  ever  saw;  I  ex- 
amined the  stomach  of  one  of  the  two-thirds  grown  pups  and 
It  contained  Field  Mice  and  remains  of  Pheasants. 

GEO.  W.  HILL,  Media,  Delaware  County: 

I  have  lived  on  or  been  interested  in  some  farm  In  Delaware 
county  for  sixty-five  years  and  have  noticed  particularly  the 
habits  of  Red  Foxes  and  believe  them  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
farmer.  Many  of  our  best  farmers  are  of  our  opinion,  and 
will  not  suffer  them  destroyed  or  disturbed.  It  is  true  where 
they  have  pups  they  will  occasionally  take  chickens,  but  never 
until  the  stock  of  Groundhogs,  Muskrats  and  Mice  are  ex- 
hausted. I  have  known  them  to  carry  Groundhogs  and  Musk- 
rats  one-half  mile  to  their  young  and  have  watched  them  catch 
Mice  and  pile  them  up  eight  or  ten  in  a  heap  after  they  had 
eaten  all  they  wanted,  and  verily  believe  by  destroying  these 
animals  they  more  than  pay  for  all  the  poultry  they  eat.  We 
have  no  Gray  Foxes. 

DR.  J.  E.  CLDVEnL.AND,  Canton,  Bradford  County: 

We  have  the  Red,  Gray  and  Cross  Fox.  The  first  quite  com- 
mon and  all  equally  destructive  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers. Foxes  destroy  a  great  many  Field  Mice  and  not  a  few 
Woodchucks;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  them  detrimental 
to  the  farmer. 

When  a  boy  on  my  father's  farm  I  went  to  a  back  pasture  to 
drive  home  the  sheep;  as  I  got  in  sight  of  the  flock  they  were 
huddled  together  and  looking  towards  the  woods;  I  soon  dis- 
covered the  cause  of  their  fright.  A  Fox  was  making  towards 
the  woods  as  fast  as  his  burden  would  let  him.  The  farm  dog 
gave  chase  and  the  Fox  dropped  his  prey  and  scampered  off.  I 
found  a  lam/b  still  bleeding  that  the  Fox  was  carrying  off.  The 
sheep  had  dropped  the  lamb  that  day  but  it  was  large  and 
had  apparently  been  on  its  feet  and  nursed.  Several  lambs  had 
disappeared  mysteriously.  Several  days  after  while  hunting  for 
drummers  (no  game  laws  then),  I  found  a  hollow  log  with  feath- 
ers of  Geese  and  Turkeys,  skulls  of  Woodchucks  and  bits  of  lamb 
skin  with  the  wool  on  scattered  around.  I  stopped  up  the  end  of 
the  log  with  stones,  secured  help  and  an  axe  and  took  out  of 
the  log  the  mother  Fox  and  five  whelps.  I  hear  complaints 
every  year  from  the  farmers  among  whom  I  practice  of  their 
losing  poultry.  Grown  and  half  grown  fowls  are  usually  taken 
in  the  day  time  and  by  Foxes.    If  a  large  number  of  fowls  are 
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taken  from  a  neighborhood  a  search  generally  reveals  a  den 
of  young  Poxes  with  abundant  evidence  of  where  the  lost 
poultry  has  gone.  Chicks  that  are  destroyed  at  night  are 
generally  at  roost  near  the  farm  buildings  where  a  Fox  dare 
not  come.  A  steel  trap  usually  proves  the  marauder  to  be  a 
Skunk.  Last  summer  one  of  my  patrons  complained  of  losing 
hens  eggs  and  blamed  the  domestic  cat.  I  took  an  egg  and 
with  the  sharp  point  of  a  knife  made  a  small  hole  in  one  end 
of  it  and  worked  in  a  grain  or  so  of  strychnine  and  requested 
it  to  be  put  in  the  nest  after  the  hens  had  gone  to  roost,  and 
to  be  looked  after  early  in  the  morning.  The  egg  disaqc>peared 
and  a  full  grown  Skunk  was  found  dead  a  few  rods  from  the 
hen  house.    Rats  destroy  the  eggs  of  poultry. 

RANDALL  BISBINO.  Minsi,  Monroe  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes.  They  occasionally  take 
a  chicken  or  turkey  for  a  change,  but  they  fairly  earn  them 
by  catching  large  quantities  of  bugs  and  beetles  and  grasshop- 
pers. Yet  I  believe  if  the  bounty  was  taken  off  their  heads  they 
would  become  so  plentiful  that  they  would  be  a  great  detriment 
to  poultry  raisers.  I  have  caught  Foxes,  Minks,  Skunks,  Opos- 
sum, Wildcats  and  Weasels  in  the  act  of  killing  poultry.  Can- 
not remember  the  number  killed.  Foxes  as  a  rule  kill  but  one 
bird  at  a  time  and  carry  it  away  if  they  have  young  to  feed. 
They  will  come  for  chickens  every  day  or  every  other  day. 
A  friend  had  ten  young  turkeys  taken  by  Foxes  this  last  sum- 
mer; he  found  the  family  house  and  dug  out  two  young  ones. 
Red  and  one  Cross  Bar,  and  this  confirms  a  theory  of  mine 
that  the  Cross  Bar  Fox  is  only  a  freak  of  nature.  The  Mink 
and  Weasel  will  kill  from  one  to  a  dozen  fowls  at  a  time,  and  I 
think  the  Weasel  is  the  most  destructive  to  poultry  and  Rab- 
bits, yet  they  prefer  Rats  to  Chickens,  and  won't  kill  the  latter 
as  long  as  Rats  are  plenty. 

P.   FRANK  RANOLBR,   Lewlsburg,   Union   County: 

I  consider  the  Fox  the  worst  enemy  to  our  game  birds.  Near 
the  close  of  the  last  season  I  was  hunting  Pheasants  along  the 
"White  Deer  Creek"  well  up  in  the  mountains,  when  Just  at 
evening  I  shot  a  fine  bird  that  fell  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek,  and  as  I  could  not  cross  the  creek  without  walking 
at  least  a  mile  or  get  wet,  I  concluded  to  let  the  bird  go  until 
morning,  when  I  would  hunt  that  side  of  the  creek.  The  next 
morning  I  started  with  the  assurance  of  having  at  least  one 
dead   bird  to  begin  with,  but  what  was   my  disappointment 
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when  cominir  to  where  I  had  marked  the  bird— only  to  And  & 
lot  of  feathers— a  Fox  having:  claimed  the  other  share  during 
the  night.  There  being  several  Inches  of  snow  I  saw  that  thJa 
fellow  had  left  his  trail  at  least  thirty  yards— went  straight  to 
the  dead  bird  and  after  devouring  It  returned  by  the  same  track 
to  the  old  road  and  went  up  on  the  mountain.  Now  then,  if  a 
Fox  can  soent  a  dead  bird  that  distance  how  many  Pheasants  do 
you  suppose  one  Fox  will  kill  in  a  year?  and  how  about  the 
young  birds  that  cannot  fly  or  protect  themselves  at  all?  Foxes 
destroy  a  great  many  Turkeys,  Chickens  and  Ducks  for  our 
farmers.  Both  species  of  Foxes  are  found  in  this  and  neigh- 
boring counties,  but  the  Red  Fox  is  the  most  numerous.  The 
Gray  Fox  don't  often  come  about  farm  buildings,  but  he 
catches  all  the  poultry  he  can  which  wanders  near  his  fav- 
orite haunts  in  the  woods  and  slashings,  he  devours  Targe 
numbers  of  ground-nesting  birSTs  and  is  probably  as  bad  as 
the  Red  Fox  In  destroying  Pheasants.  I  certaljily  favor  a 
bounty  for  the  heads  of  these  cunning  rascals. 

J.  H.  DAVIS,  Water  Street,  Huntingdon  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  former  Is  the  most 
common.  The  Fox  and  Polecat  have  often  taken  whole  broods 
of  chickens  from  us;  the  Polecats  come  within  three  rods  of  the 
house  and  Interview  the  occupants  of  the  coop. 

HON.  CHAS.  LUHR,  St  Mary's,  Elk  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes,  and  the  Red  predomin- 
ate. They  will  visit  very  often  the  hen  roosts  and  are  very 
bad  about  destroying  game,  especially  Pheasants  and  Rabbits. 
Both  detrimental. 

J.  R.  LEHMAN,  Warrior's  Mark,  Huntingdon  County: 

We  have  both  Gray  and  Red  Foxes.  The  Red  Is  the  most 
common  and  destructive  to  chickens  and  turkeys.  Consider 
both  kinds  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

HON.  P.  M.  DYTL.E,  Huntingdon  County: 

Both  Red  and  Gray  occur  here.  Red  species  is  the  most 
common  and  most  destructive  to  game  and  poultry.  Both 
kinds  are  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

L.  WELLS,  Wyalusing,  Bradford  County: 

Both  kinds  found  here.  Red  Is  most  destructive  to  poultry, 
because  It  is  more  numerous  than  the  Gray.    Both  kinds  de- 
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vour  a  srreat  deal  of  game  and  catch  some  Mice.    Consider  them 
detrimental. 

FRED.  L.  KRABMER.  Williamsport,  Lycoming  County: 

We  have  both  the  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  in  our  county.  The 
Red  is  the  most  common  and  destructive  in  our  neighborhood. 

P.  S.  STOVER,  Lavonia,  Centre  County: 

We  can  hardly  raise  turkeys  at  my  place  because  of  the 
Foxes;  we  have  to  watch  them  nearly  all  day  in  summer. 

DR.  A.  D.  JOHNaTON,  Allegheny: 

We  still  have  the  Red  Fox,  thanks  to  his  superior  cunning. 
They  are  not  very  abundant.  They  do  help  themselves  to  the 
farmer's  chickens  occasionally.  No  bounty  should  be  paid 
for  them.  The  sportsman  will  take  care  of  them  that  they  do 
not  become  too  abundant. 

W.   C.  BABCOCK.   Blossburg,   Tioga  County: 

Red  Foxes  are  plenty,  the  Gray  scarce;  very  destructive  to 
game.  Are  detrimental  to  farmers  because  they  destroy  so 
much  poultry.  They  catch  a  good  many  Mice  and  some  Insects 
also. 

ABNER  FAGUE,  Picture  Rocks.  Lycoming  County: 

I  have  known  Wildcats  to  kill  young  Deer  and  Foxes  to  kill 
young  lambs.  The  Red  Fox  is  most  common  and  destructive 
to  poultry  of  all  kinds.  Both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  are  great 
destroyers  of  game,  and  they  also  consume  large  numbers  of 
small  song  birds.  They  are  very  bad  tenants  on  the  farm.  The 
Mice  and  other  enemies  we  have  which  Foxes  catch  do  not 
compensate  farmers  and  poultry  raisers  for  fowls  they  lose 
by  the  Foxes'  cunning  raids. 

W.  H.   HERBERTSON.  Brownsville,  Fayette  County: 

I  often  see  where  Foxes  have  got  in  their  work  on  both  do- 
iQCStic  fowls  eind  game  birds.  Foxes  and  Hawks  are  our 
worst  enemies  in  this  section  and  we  kill  all  that  we  can,  and 
the  Gun  Club  has  been  paying  fifty  cents  per  head  on  all 
killed  within  six  miles  of  our  town. 
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A.  P.  YOUNG,  MlllvUle.  Coluittbia  County: 

Have  bad  Turkeys  and  Chickens  on  different  occasions  taken 
by  Foxes;  Skunks  will  rob  nests.  There  should  be  a  bounty  on 
Foxes. 

DAVID  COPE.   Leonard,   Chester   County: 

Red  Fox  rather  common  and  I  consider  this  animal  detrimen- 
tal to  the  farmer. 

F.  H.  FASSBTT,  Meshoppen,  Wyoming  County: 

Red  Fox  conunon.  Gray  Fox  rather  scarce.  Both  are  detri- 
mental; they  destroy  poultry,  £rame  and  song  birds  which  brood 
on  the  ground. 

OAPT.    JOHN    M.     BUCKALEW,     Fishing    Creek.    Columbia 
County: 

Foxes,  Minks  and  Weasels  all  destroy  poultry.  Have  many 
times  found  feathers  and  bones  of  domestic  fowls  at  dens  of 
Foxes;  also  have  seen  both  Foxes  and  Minks  carrying  off 
poultry. 

Red  Foxes  and  occasionally  Gray  are  found  here.  Red  com- 
mon and  quite  destructive  to  game  and  song  birds  and  their 
nests.  Gray  believed  to  be  quite  as  much  so,  as  he  is  inclined 
to  climb. 

H.  K.  MENSCH,  Muncy  Station.  Lycoming  County: 

Foxes  have  destroyed  many  Turkeys  and  Chickens  for  me  and 
my  neighbors. 

W.  F.  WAGNER,  Coalport,  Clearfield  County: 

Both  kinds  are  here,  the  Red  Fox  most  common.  Both  spe- 
cies are  detrimental  to  the  farmer.  They  destroy  a  large  amount 
of  poultry  and  are  persistent  hunters  of  game.  Pheasants  and 
all  birds  which  build  on  the  ground  are  destroyed  by  Foxes. 

A.  W.  WRIGHT,  Colfax,  Huntingdon  County: 

Have  known  Foxes  on  different  occasions  to  kill  lambs,  and 
know  of  numerous  instances  where  he  caught  Chickens  and 
Turkeys.  Weasels  often  destroy  poultry— Turkeys  as  well  as 
Chickens.  Foxes,  both  Gray  and  Red,  are  certainly  very  detri- 
mental to  farmers.  They  destroy  many  broods  of  the  Wild 
Turkey,  and  Pheasants  are  one  of  their  main  articles  of  diet. 
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PROF.   H.   T.   FERNAIjD,  Stat€   College,   Centre  County: 

Both  species  are  found  about  here,  but  the  Red  Fox  Is  much 
more  plentiful  than  the  Gray.  They  do  much  damage  t»  i>oul- 
try  and  game. 

TOWN  SEND  PRICE,  Canadensis,  Monroe  County: 

Foxes  and  Minks  catch  a  good  many  Chickens  and  Ducks. 
Skunks  and  Foxes  destroy  eggs.  Foxes  do  a  great  deal  of 
damage  to  game  interests  by  devouring  so  many  Pheasants  and 
Rabbits. 

J.  E.  HAIiLOBAUGH,  Patterson,  Pa.: 

We  have  both  the  Red  and  Gray  Fox;  consider  them  detri- 
mental to  farmers. 

SAMUEL  M.  DOWNS,  Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  County: 

Have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes.  Gray  is  the  most  common 
and  destructive  to  game  and  poultry.  I  consider  both  kinds 
detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

I.  D.  HOWDLiL. 

Foxes,  Red  and  Gray,  are  quite  plentiful  and  increasing;  since 
the  premium  for  killing  is  stopped  there  is  no  Inducement  to 
hunters  to  capture  them.  The  Fox  is  ever  prowling  round  im- 
proving every  chance,  and  is  very  bold  and  daring.  Several  of 
my  neighbors  last  year  lost  their  h^tchins:  Turkeys  and  the 
•whole  brood  by  a  Fox;  a  few  days  ago  a  neighboring  farmer 
had  one  killed  in  sight  of  his  house  by  a  Fox.  The  Fox  occa- 
sionally carries  off  a  Lamb;  would  steal  all  of  them  but  for  the 
old  dam  that  is  usually  on  guard.  Last  spring  a  year  ago, 
there  were  some  fifty  Foxes  caught  in  this  section  by  three  hun- 
ters.   The  Red  Fox  is  the  worst. 

M.  C.  OSBORN,  Henderson,  Mercer  County: 

We  have  some  Red  Foxes,  but  they  are  no  good  to  the  farmer; 
I  think  they  hunt  Mice  and  young  Rabbits,  but  the  farmer 
can  get  along  without  them. 

THOS.   B.  DARLINGTON,  West  Chester,  Chester  County: 

Foxes  are  more  plenty  than  welcome  and  farmers  who  are 
not  hunters  would  be  glad  if  there  was  not  a  Fox  in  the  county; 
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they  take  a  great  deal  of  poultry  and  birds  as  anyone  may  see 
by  going  to  a  den  when  they  hav«  a  litter  of  young  to  feed; 
it  has  been  my  opinion  for  a  long  time  that  they  destroy  a  lot 
of  Partridges  while  roosting  on  the  ground  at  night;  they  also 
catch  the  Redwing  Blackbird  and  other  species  which  nest  on 
or  near  the  ground. 

DR.  A.  B.  MacCRE)A,  Berwick,  Oolumlbia  County: 

Both  kinds  here;  Red  common;  they  are  destructive  to  poultry 
in  the  back  districts.    They  are  very  detrimental  to  game. 

ALFRED  SHAsRPIiESS,  West  Chester,  Chester  County: 

Foxes  are  rather  plenty  and  no  doubt  carry  away  many 
Chickens,  Ducks  and  Greese  that  cannot  be  accounted  for  from 
the  farmer's  flocks.  His  presence  here  is  a  nuisance  because 
of  his  bringing  out  sportsmen  and  dogs  who  daily  traverse  the 
country  throwing  down  and  destroying  fences  in  their  reckless 
pursuit  of  him.    A  bounty  should  be  placed  on  his  scalp. 

JAe.  S.  NSASE.  Washington,  Washington  County: 

The  Red  Fox  only  is  found  here.  Destroys  some  Rabbits 
and  occasionally  Ruffed  Grouse  and  Quail.  Foxes  destroy  bum- 
ble bees,  yellow  jackets  and  Mice.  I  consider  them  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  farmer. 

GEO.  MONTGOMERY,  Washington,  Washington  County: 

A  farmer  who  lives  In  the  western  extremity  of  this  county 
told  me  he  had  nineteen  Turkeys  killed  by  Foxes  last  fall.  Do 
not  know  of  any  Gray  Foxes  in  this  county.  The  Red  Fox  is 
very  destructive  to  game  and  poultry,  and  has  been  known  to 
steal  a  whole  litter  of  young  Pigs.  They  kill  a  great  many  Field 
Mice,  but  I  think  they  might  be  classed  as  detrimental  to  the 
farmer. 

JOSIAH  PILE,  New  Lexington,  Somerset  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Red  Is  the  most 
common  and  destructive.  I  consider  both  species  detrimental 
to  the  farmer. 

E.  B.  HOSTETLBR,  Klngswood,  Somerset  County: 

We  have  Foxes,  both  Red  and  Gray.  They  will  kill  Lambs, 
Chickens,  Turkeys,  Pheasants.  Rabbits,  etc. 
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W.  J.  STtTLL,  Coalport,  Clearflera  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Gray  are  very 
rare,  the  Red  more  conunon  and  destructive  to  poultry  and 
£:ame.    I  consider  Foxes  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

JOHN  KELLOW,  Oarley  Brook.  Wayne  County: 

The  times  are  so  numerous  where  I  have  personally  suffered 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Red  Fox  that  I  cannot  detail  them. 
Every  year  we  lose  from  five  to  twenty  Turkeys  by  them.  Three 
years  ago  I  lost  eleven  out  of  a  flock  of  twenty  Turkeys,  and  in 
the  daytime  while  the  workmen  in  a  neighboring  hay  field  were 
looking  on.  The  Turkeys  were  catching  grasshoppers  in  a  pas- 
ture lot  adjofning  the  hasrDeld,  but  at  some  distance  fram  the 
men;  there  was  a  woods  close  to  the  pasture,  and  when  the 
Foxes  attacked  them  they  flew  in  every  direction.  It  wes  near 
evening.  As  soon  as  the  workmen  told  us  we  went  for  them  and 
•recovered  four  or  five  before  dark;  the  next  morning  we  found 
four  or  five  In  the  trees;  in  all  we  got  nine  out  of  twenty. 
Sometimes  the  Foxes  will  find  a  hen  Turkey  sittting  on  a  nest 
of  eggs,  when  they  take  both  Turkey  and  eggs.  I  could  tell 
of  scores  of  their  depredations.  It  would  take  a  ream  of  paper 
to  detail  all  of  the  mischief  of  the  red  devils. 

JEREMIAH  PHILLIPS.  Garrett,   Somerset  County: 

Three  years  ago,  right  in  our  neighborhood,  there  were  about 
100  young  Foxes  caught  for  premiums,  and  if  they  had  made 
their  escape  the  farmers  could  not  have  raised  any  Lambs  or 
poultry.  One  spring  there  was  a  den  of  a  Fox  close  by  my  fath- 
er's, and  he  caught  about  sixty  Turkeys  and  probably  twice 
as  many  Chickens  in  the  neighborhood.  One  Sunday  we  heard 
a  racket  among  our  hens.  My  father  walked  out  to  see  what 
was  wrong,  and  there  was  a  Fox  going  for  them.  He  went 
back  to  the  house,  got  his  rifle  and  shot  him;  he  had  killed 
eight  chickens.  I  could  name  several  cases  like  this.  I  have 
on  several  occasions  found  dens  which  were  well  filled  with  the 
remains  of  poultry.  Pheasants,  small  song  birds  and  Lambs. 

SAMUEL  BOTHBLL,  Shelocta,  Indiana  County: 

Both  species  occur  here;  about  eight  Red  to  one  Gray.  They 
both  are  very  detrimental;  they  thin  out  Rat)bits  as  nothing 
but  a  very  hard  winter  will  do. 

Have  personal  knowledge  of  Foxes  carrying  off  5'oung  Lambs, 
A  few  years  ago  I  lost  eight;  they  take  them  any  age  under 
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three  weeks.    Crows  will  kill  very  youn^r  Lambs  by  picking  their 
eyes  out. 

I  have  personal  knowledge  of  most  all  domesticated  fowls 
being  killed,  carried  off  and  injured  by  Foxes,  Minks  and 
Hawks.  Last  summer  a  Fox  reared  its  young  within  half  a 
mile  of  our  poultry  yard,  and  they  carried  off  for  us  from 
twelve  to  thirty  full  grown  Chickens  during  the  daytime.  We 
saw  them  several  times.  A  few  years  ago  we  lost  seventeen 
half-grown  Chickens  in  one  night,  presumably  by  a  Mink — any- 
way by  a  blood  sucking  animal.  I  have  often  noticed  Crows  de- 
stroying young  birds,  their  eggs  and  the  eggs  of  fowls. 

A.  C.  SISSON,  La  Plume,  Lackawanna  County: 

Foxes,  both  Red  and  Gray  are  found  here;  Red  the  most 
common  and  destructive  to  poultry  and  game;  they  are  no 
benefit  to  the  farmer,  but  detrimental.  Foxes  occasionally  take 
young  Lambs. 

JAMES  THOMAS,  Curwensvillc;  Clearfield  County: 

Foxes,  both  Red  and  Gray  are  very  destructive  and  very 
plentiful,  destroying  poultry  and  game;  also  carry  away  young 
Lambs,  and  are  highly  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

HARRY  WILSON,  Gum  Tree.  Chester  County: 

I  have  never  seen  any  but  the  Red  Fox  in  Chester  county.  I 
have  seen  this  Fox  catch  grown  hens  in  daytime.  I  once  saw 
a  Fox  catch  a  hen  which  owing  to  her  weight  he  was  unable 
to  carry;  the  Fox  after  dragging  it  a  short  distance  took  the 
hen  by  the  head,  threw  It  across  his  body  over  the  shoulders 
and  ran  with  its  head  to  one  side.  It  Is  generally  believed  that 
Foxes  live  in  holes,  but  I  have  more  than  once  come  upon  them 
in  daytime  sleeping  curled  up  dog  fashion  in  fence  corners;  so 
I  believe  except  as  a  refuge,  and  during  breeding  season,  and 
while  the  litter  is  yet  young,  Foxes  do  not  live  In  holes.  I  do 
not  believe  that  Foxes  are  more  detrimental  to  farmers  than 
beneficial.  They  destroy  a  vast  amount  of  Field  Mice.  I  have 
never  had  a  Fox  visit  my  hen  roost  or  poultry  yard  except  when 
they  had  a  litter.  I  have  on  two  occasions  seen  a  Fox  chase 
sheep,  but  in  both  cases  as  the  sheep  ran  to  buildings,  the  Fox 
gave  up  the  chase.  I  once  dug  out  a  litter  of  young  Foxes  for 
the  Fox  bounty:  there  were  five  in  the  hole.  I  found  along  the 
passage  way  leading  to  main  burrow  two  pockets  or  recesses. 
In  the  side  of  the  hole;  both,  like  the  nest,  were  lined  with  dried 
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^as8,  and  contained  Chicken  feathers,  bird  feathers,  Rabbit 
fur,  bones  and  a  much  decomposed  Weasel. 

DR.  L.  W.  SCHNATTERLY,  Preeport,  Armstrong:  County: 

Both  species  occur  here;  the  Red  most  common  sind  destruc- 
tive to  poultry.  They  destroy  a  great  many  broods  of  young 
Quail  and  Pheasants.    (Both  kinds  destroy  young  Lambs. 

GEORGE  W.  CHAMBERS,  Mifflinburg,  Union  County: 

We  have  the  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Red  the  most  com- 
mon; the  Gray  stay  more  on  the  mountains,  but  the  Red  ones 
come  into  the  valleys  and  live  among  the  rocks,  where  they 
are  safe.  They  do  considerable  damage,  and  are  the  most  de- 
structive to  poultry  and  game  on  account  of  their  roving  dis- 
position. A  few  years  ago  an  old  Fox  made  her  home  in  a 
piece  of  timber  not  far  from  my  home.  Turkeys  that  were 
hatching  out  in  the  field  were  killed.  We  tried  to  find  her  but 
could  not  until  a  little  snow  fell,  when  one  evening  we  found 
a  hollow  tree  in  which  we  supposed  she  had  some  young  hid; 
being  late,  we  concluded  we  would  wait  until  morning,  and  that 
night  the  snow  melted.  In  the  morning  we  cut  down  the  tree, 
but  she  had  taken  them  away  in  the  night.  The  tree  was  tilled 
up  with  Turkey  and  Chicken  bones.  They  destroy  many  Quail 
and  Pheasants.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Fox  scalp  act  should  be 
repealed,  for  they  would  become  so  plentiful  as  to  become  a 
great  nuisance  to  farmers. 

P.  J.  WAGENSBLLBR,  M.  D.,  Selinsgrove,  Snyder  County: 

We  have  both  the  Red  and  Gray  Fox;  the  Red  is  the  most 
common  and  the  most  destructive  to  game  and  poultry.  I  con- 
sider them  detrimental  to  the  farmer,  and  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  decrease  of  game. 

W.  R.  PARK,  Athens,  Bradford  County: 

Both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  are  present,  but  Red  most  plenti- 
ful and  destructive  to  game.  Would  consider  them  detrimental 
to  farmers  in  many  ways. 

F.  M.  McKEiEHAN.  Ferguson.  Perry  County: 

m 

Foxes  are  common,  but  few  Gray  ones;  ordinarily  Foxes  do 
not  do  much  harm  to  poultry,  but  destroy  much  wild  game. 
When  they  have  their  den  of  young  the  old  she  one  becomes 
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very  bold.  A  gentleman  told  me  last  spring  a  Fox  made  a  raid 
on  his  poultry  nearly  every  morning.  He  was  on  the  lookout  for 
It;  when  he  saw  it  coming  he  ran  for  his  rifle,  when  the  lady 
of  the  house  cried  out  "the  Fox!"  The  Fox  then  turned  and 
ran  for  an  old  hen,  never  stopping;  but  as  he  grabbed  the  hen, 
he  shot;  the  Fox  ran  on,  the  hen  rose  and  flew  to  barn  dropping 
dead;  the  Fox  had  bitten  her  In  the  head. 

Mr.  Isaac  Orwan,  who  has  given  considerable  thought  and 
attention  to  our  mammals,  says,  when  In  Northumberland 
county,  he  found  a  den  of  Foxes  around  which  were  pelts  and 
bones  of  Lambs.  A  Mr.  Park  residing  near  there  had  lost  about 
fifteen  Lambs.  Another  time  he  found  a  den  where  a  Weasel 
had  just  been  caught  and  brought  In.  He  has  frequently  found 
dens  where  there  were  plenty  of  poultry  feathers. 

JASPER  T.  JENNINGS,  New  Mllford,  Susquehanna  County: 

The  Fox  often  destroys  Partridges  and  other  kinds  of  game, 
and  Is  probably  more  of  an  enemy  to  the  hunter  and  sports- 
man than  he  Is  to  the  farmer. 

AARON  WEIDNER,  Arendtsvllle,  Adams  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Gray  are  the  most 
common  and  destructive  to  game  and  poultry.  I  consider  both 
detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

C.  P.  MOTT,  Mllford,  Pike  County: 

Foxes  are  quite  numerous,  but  their  natural  food  of  Squirrels, 
Rabbits,  Birds,  Mice,  Moles,  etc.,  so  nearly  furnish  their  wants 
that  their  slaughter  of  poultry  near  clearings  and  ha/bltatlon& 
are  Infrequent.  They,  like  the  Weasel,  Mink,  Wildcat  and 
Groundhog,  appear  to  have  no  usefulness  to  compensate  for 
their  depredations  and  should  go. 

JOHN  F.  THOMAS,   Carrolltown,  Cambria  County: 

Foxes  are  known  to  be  destructive  to  all  smaller  grame,  par- 
ticularly Rabbits  and  RufTed  Grouse  (when  hatching)  as  well 
as  to  the  Quail.  We  have  In  this  county  both  Red  and  Gray 
Foxes,  but  the  Red  predominates  and  Is  the  most  destructive. 
I  think  the  Fox  (either  kind)  highly  detrimental  as  regards  the 
preservation  of  our  game. 

H.  C  KNOUSE,  Swales,  Juniata  County: 

Gray  Foxes  are  rare;  Red  Fox  Is  a  great  enemy  of  both  poul- 
try and  game;  they  depredate  In  day  time  and  make  bold  to 
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come  close  to  the  house;  but  the  greatest  damage  they  do  is 
among  Turkeys,  since  Turkeys  take  a  wide  range  and  are 
therefore  more  exposed. 

C.  W.  DICKINSON.  Norwich.  McKean  County: 

Hav«  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  in  this  county,  but  the  Red 
is  the  most  common.  They  do  but  little  damage  to  poultry; 
they  catch  a  good  many  Rabbits  and  Partridges  and  many 
kinds  of  small  birds.  I  think  the  Fox  does  as  much  good  as  he 
does  damage,  for  I  know  he  catches  a  good  many  Squirrels. 
Woodchucks  and  Field  Mice.  The  Fox  is  a  great  hunter.  I  have 
seen  an  old  she  Fox  with  Ave  Mice  in  her  mouth  at  one  time 
that  she  was  carrying  to  her  young.  I  have  seen  a  Fox  with 
four  Chipmunks  (Ground  Squirrels)  in  her  mouth  at  once, 
therefore  I  certainly  think  the  Fox  does  more  good  than  dam- 
age to  the  farmer. 

I  have  known  of  t>)xes  killing  Turkeys,  Geese  and  Chickens; 
a  Fox  killed  five  setting  Turkeys  for  me  in  a  single  season  and 
devoured  all  the  eggs.  The  Turkeys  were  sitting  on  101  eggs  in 
the  live  nests.  I  saw  the  Fox  tracks  In  the  soft  ground  around 
four  of  the  nests  and  found  where  the  Fox  had  carried  some 
of  the  Turkeys  to  its  den  for  its  young. 

GEO.  M.  DAY,  Dy berry.  Wayne  County: 

Mr.  H.  W.  Adams,  two  years  ago  lost  nearly  100  chickens, 
mostly  by  Foxes.  Red  Fox  is  most  common  here.  I  have  paid 
bounty  on  seventy- two  Foxes  this  fall  and  winter;  sixty-nine 
Red  and  three  Gray  Foxes,  so  give  the  Red  Fox  credit  for 
most  good  or  evil  as  the  case  may  be.  If  the  farmer  has  too 
many  Chickens  scattered  around  his  fields,  Mr.  Fox  is  ready 
and  anxious  to  help  him  care  for  them,  or  if  grasshoppers  and 
Mice  abound  he  is  ever  ready  to  reduce  the  crop.  I  watched 
a  pair  of  young  Foxes  one  frosty  October  morning  playing,  hop, 
skip,  etc.,  but  a  nearer  view  showed  they  were  busy  catching 
grasshoppers,  and  they  kept  it  up  an  hour  or  more;  at  other 
times  they  are  very  busy  looking  for  Mice,  and  do  more  good 
that  way  tha^  we  usually  give  them  credit  for.  An  old  time 
way  to  get  them  is  to  go  out  early  in  the  morning  (say  in  No- 
vember) and  call  them  up  by  imitating  the  squeak  of  a  Mouse. 

H.  T.  FRANKENFIELJ),  Frutcheys,  Monroe  County: 

Red  and  Gray  Foxes  we  have  here  and  plenty  of  them.  I 
consider  them  detrimental  to  the  farmer  and  sportsman.    I  have 
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found  whole  coveys  of  Quail  destroyed  in  a  single  night;  they 
eat  what  they  can  and  bury  the  rest,  the  same  as  a  Dog  does. 
I  found  not  long  ago  where  a  tree  had  blown  down;  the  tree 
lay  high  on  the  stump,  the  top  on  the  ground;  snow  falling  on 
the  trunk  formed  a  hole  or  cavity  under  the  tree;  the  Quail 
went  under  for  shelter  or  roost;  the  Fox  sprang  in  the  hole,  and 
I  think  destroyed  them  all.  By  going  to  their  dens  where  they 
have  their  young  you  can  And  feathers  of  poultry  and  game. 

SAMTJEJL  D.  IRWIN,  Tlonesta,  Forest  County: 

Reynard  is  well  represented  In  the  western  part  of  Forest 
county,  on  the  hills  and  among  the  rocks  in  the  neighborhood 
of  farms;  both  Red  and  Gray,  the  Red  being  the  most  plenti- 
ful, constituting,  I  should  judge,  seventy-ftve  per  cent.  I  do  not 
consider  the  Fox  beneficial  to  the  farmer,  especially  if  he  wishes 
to  engage  in  poultry  raising.  Mr.  Hlnton,  of  Tionesta  township, 
in  one  week  lost  forty  chickens  out  of  two  hundred,  through 
the  agency  of  Foxes.  They  got  so  bold  that  they  carried  off 
CJhIckens  In  daylight.  They  are  extensively  trapped  and  hunted 
for  their  pelts  and  scalps,  on  which  there  is  a  bounty  in  this 
section. 

WM.  D.  ROMBACH,   Saltierburg,  Pa.: 

Both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  think  Red  are  most  numerous, 
and  they  are  the  most  destructive.    Both  detrimental. 

B.  GARD  EDWARDS,  Ramey,  Clearfield  County: 

Foxes  are  common  and  they  are  more  destructive  to  game 
than  poultry. 

D.  KISTLER,   KIstler,  Perry  County: 

The  Fox  destroys  Wild  Turkeys.  Grouse  and  any  other  bird 
he  can  get.  Foxes  carry  oft  Lambs,  and  all  of  them  ought  to  die. 
Foxes  are  plentiful  in  this  locality,  and  they  destroy  a  great 
deal  of  poultry. 

J.  K.  BIRD,  Mill  view,  Sullivan  County: 

We  have  the  Red  Fox.  They  destroy  poultry  of  all  kinds; 
also  Pheasants  and  young  Lambs. 

M.  B.  TRBSCOTT,  Harveysville,  Luzerne  County: 

I  have  seen  Foxes  catch  Turkeys  by  daylight  out  in  the  open 
fields,   and  Chickens  the  same  way,  and  carry   them   to  their 
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burrows.  I  have  followed  and  caught  the  whole  nest  of  Foxes, 
both  old  and  young.  Several  years  ago  my  father  found  some- 
thing had  killed  our  Chickens,  twenty-two  in  number;  were  all 
gone  but  one.  He  fcrflowed  the  trail  and  found  the  whole 
twenty-one  dragged  off  to  hiding  places.  The  last  one»  still 
warm;  was  dragged  into  a  hollow  black  ash.  We  pulled  the 
chicken  out  and  found  a  Mink  (a  very  large  one)  had  gone  in 
first  and  was  still  trying  to  drag  the  *'old  rooster"  in  after 
hlm»  but  the  hole  was  too  small.  I  came  home  one  night  and 
found  an  Owl  of  very  large  size  had  lit  down  in  the  back  yard 
and  was  feeding  on  a  Goose.  I  had  a  whole  flock  of  Pigeons  de- 
stroyed in  one  night  by  Owls.  Their  roost  euid  boxes  were  in 
a  long  shed;  we  found  one  Owl  glutted  so  he  could  not  fly;  the 
others  had  flown  to  a  piece  of  woods  about  twepty  rods  off, 
and  after  a  little  search  we  found  three  of  the  Owls  there  una- 
ble to  fly.  I  had  a  brood  of  half-grown  Guineas  destroyejd  the 
same  way.  I  have  seen  Crows  dart  down  into  a  chicken  yard, 
pick  up  a  young  Chicken  and  fly  off,  and  have  seen  Hawks  do 
the  same,  and  sometimes  take  a  full  grown  hen.  I  might  write 
much  more  in  the  same  line  of  my  own  experience  with  Minks, 
Foxes,  Weasels,  Crows,  Hawks  and  Owls. 

JOHN  E.  STOCKEIR.  Ashley,  Luzerene  county: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Red  is  the  most  com- 
mon on  our  mountains;  they  are  of  no  value  to  farmers,  as 
they  destroy  poultry  if  not  secured  in  sheds;  they  are  very  de- 
structive to  Pheasants  and  Rabbits— to  the  young  Pheasants 
especially;  oftentimes  along  the  rocks  one  will  And  their  drop- 
ping composed  mostly  of  Rabbit  hair  and  toenails.  English 
Sparrows  were  fastened  to  bushes  with  their  entrails  taken 
out  and  stuffed  with  poison;  some  Foxes  were  taken  In  that 
manner,  also  some  Dogs.  Oftentimes  some  railroaders  coming 
down  the  mountains  would  see  Foxes  feeding  on  some  recently 
killed  Cow,  or  be  running  along  the  track  In  quest  of  Wood- 
chucks  or  the  Cottontail,  feeding  on  com  or  grain  dropped  from 
grain  cars. 

GEO,  FRANC,  Ariel,  Wayne  County: 

Foxes  are  quite  albundant  and  very  destructive  to  domestic 
fowls  and  small  wild  birds. 

PETER  COVBTX-,  Newfoundland,  Pa.: 

Foxes  are  numerous;  we  have  both  Red  and  Gray,  and  they 
are  about  equal  in  their  destructiveness  to  game  and  poultry; 
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they  are  quite  troublesome  to  farmers  here.  I  have  personal 
knowledge  of  the  loss  of  thirty-two  half-grrown  Turkeys  in  one 
nigrht.  Am  confident  that  Foxes  did  it  by  the  feathers  scat- 
tered In  all  directions.  Have  frequently  seen  Foxes  carry  off 
I)OUltry. 

ENOS  BLOOM,  New  Millport,  Clearfield  County: 

Have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Red  la  the  most  plentiful 
and  Is  detrimental  to  the  farmers;  they  kill  and  destroy  poul- 
try and  kill  youns  Lambs,  and  are  also  very  destructive  to  wild 
birds,  such  as  Pheasants  and  various  other  species  which  the 
State  should  protect;  particularly  is  this  true  of  the  young 
Pheasants.  It  is  the  habit  of  the  youner  Pheasant  on  being:  first 
alarmed  to  poke  its  head  under  a  leaf  or  srrass,  leaving  the 
body  exposed,  and  the  Fox  scents  them  and  makes  many 
feasts  on  them. 

N.  F.  UNDERWOOD,  Lake  Como,  Wayne  County: 

Concerning  the  breeding  habits  of  Red  Foxes  would  say  that 
John  F.  Jaycox,  a  hunter  and  trapper  of  this  place,  killed  a 
female  Fox  here  only  a  day  or  two  ago,  which  contained  six 
youn^r  ones;  the  usual  litter  is,  I  think,  three  or  four.  Red 
Foxes  very  comnvon;  have  paid  bounty  on  thirty  or  forty  this 
winter.  Gray  Fox  rare.  Foxes  destroy  considerable  poultry 
as  well  as  much  game.  Pheasants,  Rabbits  and  small  birds. 

GEO.  W.  WOOD,  Equinunk,  Wayne  County: 

Foxes  are  numerous,  and  very  destructive  to  poultry.  Wayne 
county  paid  in  18M  over  J700  as  bounty  on  Foxes,  Wildcats,  etc. 

EMIL  ULRICH,   Stroudsburg.  Monroe   County: 

Gray  Foxes  are  most  common  and  they  steal  many  Chickens. 
Consider  them  detrimental  to  a  farmer,  and  favor  bounty  on 
them. 

DR.  H.  D.  MOORE,  New  Lexington,  Somerset  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes.  The  Red  Fox  is  most 
destructive  to  poultry;  he  seeme  to  be  more  cunning  and  bold 
than,  the  Gray  Fox.  Both  are  equally  destructive  to  game. 
Beneficial  to  farmers  by  destroying  Field  Mice. 

DR.  C.  E.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Hunterstown,  Adams  County: 

We  have  Red  Foxes  common  In  our  lowlands,  and  Red  and 
Gray   Foxes   equally   coni'mon   on   the    mountains.    Red   Foxes 
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are  more  destructive  because  larger,  swifter  and  bolder.    Both 
kinds  are  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

Poxes,  I  am  satisfied,  do  much  mischief  to  turkeys  while 
hatching,  and  with  their  youner;  am  led  to  this  belief  from  hav- 
ing suffered  on  one  ocoaiiion  until  I  killed  three  Foxes, 
when  the  trouble  ceasect.  Weasels  come  next  in  de- 
stroying Chickens. 

L.   T.    WILT,   Franklin,   Venango  County: 

Both  Red  and  Gray;  the  Red  more  abundant,  hence  more 
destructive  to  poultry  and  game.  They  prey  on  the  Ruffed 
Grouse  during  the  whole  year;  they  are  experts  in  taking  a 
Ruffed  Grouse  in  winter  when  they  have  plunged  under  the 
snow.  The  Fox  Jumps  zigzag  past  the  hole  in  the  snow,  and 
as  the  bird  raises  takes  him  on  the  wing.  The  writer  never 
saw  a  case  where  it  would  score  a  miss.  Detrimental  to  the 
farmer,  and  likewise  to  the  game  interests. 

GEO.  K.  BOAK,  Pine  Glen,  Centre  County:  ' 

We  introduced  Wild  Turkeys  in  our  game  preserves  and  the 
Wildcats  and  Foxes  destroyed  them,  both  old  and  young,  re- 
gardless of  efforts  made  to  exterminate  them  by  poison  and 
traps.  We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  they  are  very  de- 
structive to  game  and  poultry  in  £Tils  region. 

OTTO  BEHR,  Lopez,  Sullivan  County: 

Have  only  seen  Red  Foxes  in  this  county.  Think  they  are  > 
beneficial  to  the  farmer.  They  catch  multitudes  of  grrasshop- 
pers,  beetles  and  insects  of  all  kinds,  and  lots  of  Wood  and 
Meadow  Mice.  My  brother  found  a  nest  of  young  Foxes  not 
nwre  than  a  week  old,  that  had  forty-two  Mice  aod  Squirrels 
in  it,  mostly  all  Mice.  There  is  occasionally  a  Gray  Fox  shot 
here,  but  not  often. 

B.  F.  HERRINGTON,  Wajniesburg,  Greene  County: 

No  Gray  Foxes;  the  Red  Fox  is  quite  numerous  and  Is  detri- 
mental to  some  extent  from  the  fact  that  he  preys  on  the 
poultry,  and  has  been  known  to  carry  off  young  pigs  and 
lambs. 

J.  L.  BRAUNER,  Exchange,  Montour  County: 

Red  and  Gray  Foxes  are  found  in  our  county,  and  both  are 
destructive  to  the  farmer's  poultry  and  game. 
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M.   E.   KESMCRDR,   WelBsport,   Car<bon  County: 

Foxes  kill  great  numbers  of  our  Chickens,  Turkeys  and  Ducks, 
and  they  also  destroy  considerable  game  of  different  kinds. 

HON.  A.  L.  MARTIN.  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes.  They  are  detrimental. 
They  annually  destroy  a  large  amount  of  poultry. 

J.  S.  GAY.  Terrytown,  Bradford  County: 

Both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  are  found  with  us,  but  the  Red 
ones  are  more  common;  both  species  are  destructive  to  the 
farmer  as  they  catch  poultry. 

A.  P.  BREWER.  Norwich,  McKean  County: 

Foxes  I  consider  a  great  benefit  to  farmers,  as  they  catch  a 
great  many  Mice. 

GEO.  S.  APPLEBY,  Decorum.  Huntingdon  County: 

We  have  plenty  of  both,  and  they  do  much  damage  to  poultry 
raisers.  They  also  devour  a  great  deal  of  grame  of  various  var- 
ieties. 

PAUL  SWINGLE,  S.  Canaan,  Wayne  County: 

Foxes,  both  Red  and  Gray,  do  a  large  amount  of  damage  to 
farmers  in  this  region  by  destroying  poultry. 

MR.  PIERSON,  Dysart,  Cambria  County: 

Have  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  in  quantities  about  equal.  The 
Foxes  of  Cambria  county  destroy  more  game  than  all  the  hun- 
ters. Hav>e  trailed  a  Fox  and  have  known  him  to  kill  and  eat 
four  Pheasants  in  one  night,  and  kill  one  Rabbit  and  eat  the 
head  of  it.  Like  the  Wildcat,  Foxes  are  hard  on  young  Pheas- 
ants. Rabbits  and  Turkeys. 

B.  F.  BENNET,  Pike  County: 

Have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  both  detrimental  to  farmers. 
They  destroy  a  gool  deal  of  game,  particularly  Grouse. 

THOS.  SEABORNE,  Newlin,  Pa.: 

Foxes  are  perhaps  the  worst  animals  we  have,  destroying 
Chickens,  Turkeys,  Ducks  and  Geese. 
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C.  R.  NOYBS,  Westport,  Perry  County: 
Poxes  are  destructive  to  poultry  and  srame. 

ARTHUR  MARTIN,  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer  County: 

We  have  some  Foxes,  mostly  Red;  they  destroy  poultry  and 
wild  game  to  a  considerable  extent. 

CHAS.  HICKOX,  Ollverburg,  Pa.: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  R«d  most  plentiful 
and  very  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 

T.  B.  HOOVER,  Wellsville,  Pa.: 

We  have  Red  Foxes.  They  are  considered  detrimental  to  the 
poultry  interests. 

FRED  SAXE,  Taxidermist  and  Naturalist,  West  Plttston,  Pa.: 

We  have  both  the  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  in  our  county.  The 
Red  is  most  common,  and  is  the  most  destructive  to  poultry 
and  game.  I  consider  that  both  kinds  are  detrimental  to  the 
farmer.  There  was  a  man  in  town  that  owned  a  Fox  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  and  it  got  loose  one  night  and  killed  four  Chick-  * 
ens  in  a  neighbor's  hen  roost.  Foxes  will  also  eat  eggs  of 
chickens. 

A.  D.  McCRAiCKEN,  New  Lebanon,  Mercer  County: 

We  have  both  the  Red  and  Gray  Foxes;  the  Red  most  num- 
erous and  destructive  to  game  and  poultry.  I  consider  them  a 
detriment  to  the  farmer. 

JAS.  LINDSAY,  Utica,  Pa.: 

We  have  both  Red  and  Gray  Foxes  here  and  they  do  con- 
siderable damage  to  poultry.  They  also  destroy  many  kinds 
of  small  wild  birds. 

T.  H.  HARTER.  Belief  on  te,  Centre  County: 
Foxes  are  very  destructive  to  Pheasants. 

A.  W.  RHOADS,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.: 

Red  Foxes  are  common  and  numerous;  Gray  Foxes  rare.  The 
Red  Fox  is  a  great  destroyer  of  game  birds  and  poultry.  They 
are  highly  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 
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HON.  G.  C.  BROWN,  Yorkana.  York  County: 

Have  known  Foxes  to  kill  and  eat  Lambs  of  forty  to  fifty 
pounds  weigrht.  I  have  poisoned  six  with  one  Lamib  carcass, 
and  all  were  lying  dead  at  one  time  along  with  a  Hawk  and 
three  Crows. 

NOAH  H.  PARKER,  McKean  County: 

Poxes  are  the  most  destructive  of  any  animal  we  have  here. 
They  prey  upon  domestic  fowls  and  birds  of  any  kind  when- 
ever an  opportunity  presents  Itself. 

R.  W.  WEHRLiE,  Blalrsvllle,  Indiana  County: 

Farmers  In  this  section  have  told  me  that  Foxes  have  killed 
large  numbers  of  Lambs. 

J.  H.  VAN  ETTBN,  Mllford,  Pike  County: 

Little  different  as  to  species.  Both  kinds  destructive  to 
game  and  poultry.  One  hundred  and  eighty  of  both  kinds 
killed  in  year  18d3  in  Pike  county. 

JACOB  B.  MEIXBL,  Boiling  Springs,  Cumberland  County: 

.  We  have  both  kinds  of  Foxes  In  our  county.  The  Red  Fox 
does  the  most  damage  to  game.  I  consider  Foxes  enemies  to 
farmers. 

W.  G.  SARGBANT,  Meadvllle,  Crawford  County: 

Red  Foxes  are  not  very  abundant  and  occasionally  a  Gray 
one  Is  seen.  I  consider  that  they  should  be  exterminated  be- 
cause they  destroy  our  game  birds,  especially  young  Grouse. 

GEO.  R.  BROWNELL,  A.  P.  POPE  and  W.  R.  PAGE.  Smeth- 
port,  Pa.: 

Farmers  lose  many  Lambs  by  Poxes  each  spring. 

L.  C.  OBERLIN,  Smlcksburg,  Indiana  County: 

Foxes  are  comnion  and  destructive  to  poultry  and  game. 
The  Red  are  the  worst.  I  never  knew  a  Gray  to  kill  poultry, 
but  still  they  may  be  detrimental. 

JOS.  W.  KYLE.  Mllroy,  Mifflin  County: 

Foxes  are  quite  common  and  the  Red  Fox  Is  the  most  num- 
erous. They  are  very  destructive  to  poultry  and  game.  I  re- 
gard them  to  be  detrimental  to  the  farmer. 
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GRAY  POX. 

Urocyon  cinereoargenteus. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Nearly  as  large  as  the  Red  Fax,  but  perhaps  a  little  more 
chunky  and  has  shorter  legs.  It  is  not  subject  to  the  marked 
variations  of  pelage  already  described  in  the  Red  Fox.  The  pre- 
vailing color  is  a  frosted  grayish- black;  each  of  the  long  hairs 
projecting  above  the  thick  coat  of  yellowish  and  grayish  fur, 
and  so  conspicuous  on  upper  parts  generally  are  starting  at  the 
roots,  whitish,  then  dusrky,  then  white,  about  %  of  an  inch)  and 
black  (about  ^  an  inch)  to  ends.  Cheeks  and  throat  are  whit- 
ish. The  ears  behind  and  about  base,  side  of  neck,  streak 
across  the  chest,  edges  of  aibdomen,  and  more  or  less  of  legs, 
reddish  or  cinnamon  brown.  Lower  parts  are  whitish  and  pale 
yellowish  brown  or  reddish.  Tail  is  blackish  above,  has  dark 
tip,  and  is  rusty  below.  More  or  less  blackish  about  muzzle.  A 
whitish  patch  on  each  side  of  nose. 

Habitat, — A  southern  species.  "Occurs  in  Oregon,  Texas  and 
California,  and  with  the  Red  extends  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Paclflc.  It  is  not  common  in  New  England  and  only  accidental 
in  Maine  and  Canada.  It  is  more  southern  than  the  Red  Fox, 
being  the  prevailing  species  from  Virginia  southward."— Bray- 
ton,  Mammals  of  Ohio. 

The  Gray  Pox,  when  pursued  by  dogs  does  not,  like 
the  Red,  lead  the  barking  hounds  long  distances,  but 
will  pltty  hide  and  seek  with  them,  oftentimes  in  a  very 
small  area  of  territory. 

KE    CIRjCL.EI>,    AND    TURNED    IN    AND    OUT. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  hunting  Pheasants  in  an  old 
bark  peeling  along  the  Susquehanna  river,  above  Lock 
Haven,  and  flushed  eight  or  ten  birds  which  scattered 
and  hid  along  the  mountain  side,  and  in  a  deep  ravine. 
On  one  side  of  this  ravine  there  was  a  dense  patch  of 
laurel,  with  lots  of  decaying  logs,  fallen  tree-tops,  and 
lichen-oovCTed  bowlders.  This  place  was  nearly  half  a 
mile  long  and  about  half  as  wide.  Two  hounds  were 
in  there  making   Hvelv    music,   and    their   exertions 
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caused  me  to  lose  several  good  shots  as  they  flushed 
and  drove  away  several  Pheasants  and  a  Wild  Turkey. 
The  noisy  dogs  kept  running  to  and  fro  in  this  thick 
covert  for  at  least  two  hours  and  I  thought  they  were 
after  Rabbits,  but  finally  a  Gray  Pox  came  out  into  a 
path  and  a  man  shot  it.  When  the  Fox  was  killed  the 
hounds  left  and  we  were  not  bothered  any  more.  My 
companion  said  it  was  a  very  common  habit  of  this 
species,  when  pursued  by  dogs  in  thick  underbrush,  to 
act  as  this  one  did. 

RARE.    IP    POUND    AT    ALL,    IN    SOME   COUNTIES. 

Gray  Poxes  are  frequently  met  with  in  different,  in 
fact  almost  all,  sections  of  the  State,  but  there  are 
probably  fifteen  times  as  many,  if  not  more,  of  the  Red 
Poxes  in  Pennsylvania.  I  have  never  seen  a  Gray  BV>x 
in  Chester  county  where  I  have  spent  several  years  in 
field  work,  and  the  Messrs.  Weil,  who  make  a  special 
business  of  purchasing  raw  furs  in  Chester,  Lancaster, 
Montgomery  and  Delaware  counties,  say  they  never 
have  had  but  one  Gray  Pox,  and  that  was  killed  in 
Maryland.  Pox  hunters  in  Chester,  Delaware  and 
Montgomery  counties  report  that  they  never  find  any 
Gray  Poxes. 

THET    TAKE    TO    TREES. 

The  Gray  Pox  to  escape  its  enemies  will  sometimes 
ascend  the  inclined  trunk  or  large  pendent  and  low 
limbs  of  trees.  Up  in  the  wilds  of  Clinton  county, 
where  this  species  is  of  frequent  occurrence  and  a 
menace  to  the  existence  of  its  ground-dwelling  feath- 
ered neighbors,  it  seems  some  of  them  possess  monkej'- 
like  ability  as  tree  climbers;  at  least,  such  inference 
can  be  drawn  from  the  following  paragraph  published 
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by  Mr.  8.  N.  Bhoadfi*  Id  his  list  of  Mammals  of  Cen 
tral  Pennsjlyaoia : 

"Regarding  the  dexterity  of  this  species  climbing  trees  the 
Junior  Nelson  (Seth  I.)  told  me  he  had  seen  one  ascend  after 
a  Squirrel  to  the  height  of  sixty  feet  on  an  erect  dead  pine 
stripped  of  Its  bark.  It  did  this  voluntarily,  literally  'shinning* 
twenty-flve  feet  up  the  branchless  trunk  and  backing  down 
again  as  a  boy  would  do  it.  He  has  known  his  dog  to  run 
them  up  an  erect  tree  eighteen  Inches  in  diameter,  the  first  limb 
of  which  was  twenty  feet  from  the  ground." 

1  have  often  heard  of  the  climbing  powers  of  the 
Gray  Pox  but  never  knew  they  possessed  such  remark- 
able dexterity  as  that  which  is  reported  to  have 
been  seen  by  young  Mr.  Nelson.'  However,  Clinton 
county  has  plenty  of  good  water,  an  invigorating  cli- 
mate, numerous  Pheasants,  plenty  of  other  wild  birds, 
lots  of  Ck)ttontails,  a  good  many  Varying  Hares,  an 
abundance  of  small  rodents,  and  a  share  of  domesti- 
cated fowls  about  the  places  where  Gray  Foxes  sneak, 
murder  and  hide,  and  it  may  be  such  advantages  all 
tend  to  give  certain  of  these  animals  powers,  inclina- 
tions and  elevations  which  Gray  Poxes  do  not  com- 
monly assume. 

HE    LOVES    THE    WOOD    AND    UNDERBRUSH. 

Messrs.  0)ue8  and  Yarrow,  in  alluding  to  this  spe- 
cies, say: 

"It  is  not  a  burrowing  animal,  at  least  to  any  great  extent; 
and  when  it  digs,  the  burrow  is  simple  with  a  single  entrance. 
It  lies  concealed  in  rank  herbage,  beneath  or  inside  fallen  logs, 
under  partially  excavated  stumps  and  similar  retreats.  This 
habit  is  in  evident  correlation  with  its  woodland  range,  for 
having  no  such  protection  as  the  Red  Pox,  which  *takes  to  the 
earth  any  where  it  Is  forced  to  abide  where  there  are  the  nat- 

•A  contribution  to  the  Mammalogy  of  Central  Pa.  Proc.  Acad.. 
Nat..  Sci..  Phlla..  Aprtl.  1897. 
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ural  means  of  concealment  Just  mentioned.  Tbis  same  habit, 
moreover,  causes  a  certain  modification  of  the  animal's  range 
with  the  settling  of  a  country;  in  clearing  off  forests  the  Gray 
Fox  is  forced  to  seek  elsewhere,  although  in  effect  the  cir- 
cumstances that  cause  removal  of  one  species  are  precisely 
those  that  invite  the  other,  the  Red  Fox  being  able  to  exist  in 
settled  regions  where  the  other  could  find  no  suitable  resorts. 
It  is  this  that  makes  the  Red  a  greater  nuisance  to  the  farmer; 
it  sticks  close  to  the  farm  yard,  being  forced,  in  a  measure,  to 
thus  supply  Itself,  owing  simply  to  its  being  in  more  cultivated 
districts.  The  Gray  Fox  subsists  more  extensively  upon  the 
wild  game  of  his  habitat.  Another  distinctive  feature  is  the 
climbing  powers  of  the  Gray  Fox,  much  greater  than  would  be 
expected  from  an  animal  with  non-retractile  claws,  and  no 
great  'hugging'  powers.  When  hard  pressed  the  Gray  Fox  is 
treed  as  regularly  as  the  Red  is  earthed.  The  climbing  seems 
to  be  simply  an  agile  leaping  along  on  inclined  trunk,  or  from 
bough  to  bough,  through  it  has  been  noted  that  the  animal  can 
climb  a  small  trunk  by  clasping  or  even  with  its  claws  like 
a  cat  or  Raccoon"  (Brayton's  Mams,  of  Ohio). 

WHAT  GRAY  FOXE>S  DIVE  UPON. 

Gray  Poxes  feed  upon  all  kind«  of  wild  birds  they 
can  catch;  the  Oottointails  and  Varying  Hare,  nnmer- 
ous  Mice,  other  small  mammals,  some  insects,  occa- 
sionally frogs  and  sometimes,  it  is  said,  non-poisonous 
snakes,  are  all  eaten  by  them.  They  destroy  poultry, 
and,  as  can  be  seen  on  previous  pages,  they  devour 
Lambs.  Farmers  and  sportsmen,  very  generally,  speak 
of  Gray  Poxes  as  being  little,  if  any,  better  in  habits, 
than  the  red-coated  robbers.  Woodsmen  who  liave 
learned  much  of  their  sneaking  ways  say  they  should 
all  be  killed.  Some  good  observer,  Audubon 'I  think 
it  was,  said  the  Red  Pox  is  a  sly,  bold  robber,  but  the 
Gray  Pox  is  a  cowardly,  skulking  sneak-thief. 
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COMMON  WEASEL. 
Putorius  noveboraceneria 

DESaORIPTION. 

This  species  varies  greatly  In  size  as  well  as  in  coloration. 
Length  of  head  and  body  nine  to  ten  inches,  tail  four  to  six 
inches,  body  long  and  slim.  In  summer  pelage  this  species  ts 
brown  (usually  rather  dull)  above,  tall  same  color,  except  about 
1-3  or  ^  at  the  end  which  is  always  black.  Lower  parts  whit- 
ish and  pale  sulphury-yellow.  In  winter  the  pelage  is  white, 
more  or  less  tinged,  particularly  toward  posterior  parts  with 
pale  sulphury-yellow;  end  of  bushy  tail  Is  black.  The  many 
conditions  of  dress  between  the  two  extremes  above  noted,  give 
rise  to  different  common  names  applied  to  this  animal,  and 
which  have  reference  to  its  coat.  White  specimens  I  have  much 
oftener  found  In  the  mountainous  and  northern  sections  of  the- 
State  than  elsewhere,  and  as  Mt.  Malloy  says  on  a  succeeding 
page.  Weasels  in  winter  are  much  more  apt  to  be  brown  of 
some  shade  than  white.  The  male  weighs,  it  is  said  from  five 
to  eight  ounces,  and  the  female  about  four  ounces. 

floWiaf.— "Europe,  Asia  and  America,  extending  north  to  the 
limit  of  existence  of  terrestrial  mammals.  In  America  south 
to  very  nearly  the  southern  border  of  the  United  States,  but 
no  specimens  seen  from  the  Gulf  States,  New  Mexico,  Arizona  or 
Southern  California."— Coues. 

ITS  MANY  NAMES. 

The  reasons  whereby  this  little  animal  j2:ets  its  name 
are  worthy  of  note  and  go  this  pap)er  is  begun  with  an 
explanation  of  them. 

The  technical  name  Putorius  is  taken  from  "putor" 
a  **bad  smell."  It  is  an  appropriate  title  for  both  sexes 
have  the  powers  of  emitting  a  "peculiar  fluid"  which 
is  most  offensive  and  only  a  little  less  pungent  and 
piercing  than  that  of  the  Rkunk.  Skinner  tells  us  that 
"Stoat"  comes  from  the  Belgic  "stout"  (bold),  and  in 
England  he  is  called  Stout  to  the  present  time.  Cer- 
tainly he  deserves  this  name,  for  game  larger  than 
himself  deters  him  not:  long  runs  through  bush  and 
briar — he  seldom  takes  to  the  open — carry  no  fear  to 
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his  little  heart,  as  he  bonnds  along  in  great  leaps  or 
runs  with  remarkable  celerity  in  search  of  prey^.  Not 
to  the  land  alone  does  he  confine  himself  in  this  seardi, 
however,  but  in  underground  passages  made  by  the 
Rabbit  or  Mouse  and  also  in  the  water,  his  long  slender 
body  aiding  -his  advance.  The  unwary  bird  who  has 
paused  on  some  low  bush  to  carol  f(H*th  his  siong  oi* 
wet  his  parched  throat  in  the  running  brook  or  redt 
quietly  on  the  bough  in  the  hush  of  the  night,  have 
frequently  met  their  d(»ath  by  the  teeth  of  this  little 
creature.  Mr.  Wm.  Macgillivray  says  of  him  "in  pro- 
portion to  his  size  he  is  at  least  as  courageous  as  a 
lion."  So  much  for  the  cognomen  Stout  and  liow  let 
us  turn  our  attention  to  that  of  "Ermine."  Dr.  Elliott 
Ooues  in  his  admirably  wiitten  work  on  "Fur  Bearing 
Animals"  says  of  this  one:  "Gwillim,"  in  his  "Display 
of  Heraldrie,"  gives  the  following  etymology  of  Er- 
mine: 

"This  Is  a  little  beast  lesse  than  a  Squirrel,  that  hath  his 
beingr  in  the  woods  of  the  land  of  Armenia  whereof  he  taketh 
his  name." 

The  latter  word  is  sometimes  written  in  English 
"ermin"  or  "ermelin,"  and  the  same  term  occurs  in  sev- 
eral other  languages. 

THE  IMAGE  OF  A  SERPENT. 

The  same  writer  (Coues)  also  says: 

"A  i:lance  at  the  physiognomy  of  the  Weasels  would  suffice 
to  betray  their  character;  the  teeth  are  almost  of  the  highest 
known  raptorial  character;  the  jaws  are  worked  by  enormous 
masses  of  muscles  covering  all  the  sides  of  the  skull;  the  fore- 
head is  low  and  the  hose  is  sharp;  the  eyes  are  small,  penetra- 
ting, cunning  and  glitter  with  an  angry  green  light.  There  If 
something  peculiar,  moreover,  In  the  way  that  this  fierce  face 
surmounts  a  body  extraordinary,  wiry,  lithe  and  muscular.  It 
pndB  a  remarkably  long  and  slender  neck  In  such  a  way  that 
jl  may  be  held  at  ripht  angle  with  the  axis  of  the  latter.    When 


Digitized  by 


Google 


421 

the  animal  is  glancing  around  with  the  necic  stretched  up  and 
the  flat  triangular  head  bent  forward  and  swaying  from  one 
side  to  the  other  we  catch  the  likeness  In  a  moment— it  la  the 
image  of  a  serpent." 

So  we  have  this  sanguinary  animal  compared  by 
two  eminent  authorities  in  this  line,  as  like  a  lion  for 
courage  and  a  serpent  in  manner  and  appearance. 

TWO  SPECIES. 

While  every  farmer's  boy  or  other  person  who  is  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  common  furred  and  feathered 
denizens  of  the  woods  and  fields  will  speak  of  different 
kinds  of  Weasels,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  generally 
known,  except,  of  course,  to  naturalists  or  others  who 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  the  matter,  that 
there  are,  it  is  believed,  only  two  distinct  species  of 
WesRsels  in  Pennsylvania.  Many  farmers  and  numer- 
ous sportsmen  are  heard  to  speak  of  "white,-*  *Tt)rown," 
"black"  and  "yellow"  Weasels,  and  consider  them  to 
be  different  species.  The  terms  big  and  little  ai*e 
often  applied  to  these  animals,  but  those  employing 
them  commonly  consider  the  Weasels  designated  by 
the  particular  adjective  used  as  belonging  to  the  same 
species,  but  of  different  age  and  size.  The  Least  Wea- 
sel is  in  some  instances  undoubtedly  mistaken  for  the 
young  of  the  Ermine  whether  in  winter  or  summer 
attire. 

THE  LEAST  WEASEL.* 

The  Least  Weasel,  according  to  the  best  information 
obtained  from  local  naturalists  throughout  the  State, 

•The  Least  Weasel  (Putorlus  cicognani)  is  '*very  small,  lengih 
of  head  and  'body  six  or  eight  inches^  of  tail- vertebrae  two 
inches  or  less,  tail-vertebrae  about  one-fourth  or  less  of  the 
head  and  body,  tail  slender,  cylindrical,  pointed  at  tip,  which 
is  concolor  or  not  obviously  black;  under  parts  white,  rarely, 
if  ever,  tinged  with  sulphury;  coloration  otherwise  as  In  com- 
mon Weasel/'— Coues. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


422 

does  not  appear  to  be  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  In 
fact,  quite  a  number  of  zoological  students  who  are  be- 
lieved to  be  entirely  competent  to  distinguish  both 
species  report  the  Least  Weasel  to  be  rare  or  nnknown 
in  their  localities. 

Mr.  George  P.  Friant,  taxidermist,  of  Scranton, 
Penna.,  during  the  past  ten  years  has  had  over  one 
hundi-ed  Weasels  taken  within  a  radius  of  twenty-five 
miles  of  his  home,  and  of  these  not  more  than  three  or 
four  were  the  smaller  species.  The  experience  of  Mr. 
('has.  H.  Eldon,  taxidermist,  of  Williamsport,  Penna., 
is  very  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Friant.  During  the  past 
eight  years  the  writer  has  collected  zoological  speci- 
mens in  almost  every  county  in  the  State,  and  in  a  col- 
lection of  seventy  odd  s^peeimens  at  least  six  were  of 
the  small  kind. 

In  J 885  and  1886  thirty-seven  Weasels,  on  which 
bounty  had  been  paid  in  Chester  county,  were  ex- 
amined and  all  were  found  to  be  the  Ermine  or  Com- 
mon Weasel.  From  evidence  at  hand  it  seems  that  the 
Least  Weasel  is  to  be  found  in  the  northern  and  moun- 
tainous regions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  is  moiv  plentiful  than  some  observers  and 
writers  believe.  Unfortunately  a  series  of  about  sev- 
enty-five skins  of  Pennsylvania  Weasels  which  I  had 
were  destroyed  a  couple  of  months  ago  when  the  con- 
tents of  my  office  w«ns  burned  with  the  State  Capitol. 
This  loss  and  the  destruction  of  my  note  books  make  it 
impossible  for  me  to  specify  the  localities  from  whidi 
the  Least  Weasels  I  had  came. 

THEY   CHANGE  THEIR   COATS. 

In  one  way  at  least  these  sprightly  animals  are  not 
unlike  some  modem  day  politicians  who  have  made 
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very  hurried  and  wondrous  changes  in  their  political 
coats  but  with  some  of  whom  such  change  was  only 
on  the  surface,  as  their  hearts  were  always  loyal  to  old, 
true  and  tried  friends  f lom  whom  they  separated  from 
necessity,  to  join  the  '^read  and  butter  brigade/* 
Home  Weasels  change  their  coats,  and,  in  winter,  when 
snow  covers  the  ground,  they  are  white,  but  in  summer 
brown.  Probably  such  chlanges  also  enable  these 
animals  to  obtain  more  easily  the  necessary  livelihood. 
However,  in  any  dress.  Weasels  always  carry  death  and 
destruction  to  animal  life  about  them.  Their  homes 
are  frequently  to  be  found  in  a  decayed  log,  tree 
stump,  under  rocks,  about  old  buildings,  etc. 

HUNTS  HIS  PREY  BY   SCEJNT. 

Concerning  his  power  of  hunting  his  prey  by  scent, 
emdnent  authorities  are  pocritive  that  he  does  track 
quarry  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  Hogg,  in  London  Magazine,  describes  how,  in  De- 
cember, 1831,  he  observed  a  Stout  hunting  in  this  style. 

"I  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  fact  of  a  Stout  being  able  to 
pursue  its  prey  on  scent." 

CJoues  writes  of  it  as  follows: 

"Swift  and  sure  footed  he  makes  open  chase  and  runs  down 
his  prey;  keen  of  scent  he  tracks  them." 

DESTROYS  POULTRY. 

The  poultry  yard  is  frequently  visited  and  his  apparently  in- 
satiable desire  for  rapine  is  most  clearly  shown  while  on  these 
visits.  One  chicken  will  satisfy  his  appetite,  hut  after  that  is 
gratified  he  does  not  leave;  he  kills  and  slays  without  mercy 
all  the  remainder  of  the  poor  frightened  chickens,  until  there 
are  none  left,  and  not  until  then  does  he  leave  the  scene  of 
carnage. 

He  sucks  the  eggs  also,  leaving,  in  some  Instances,  the  un- 
lucky farmer,  who  has  unwillingly  and  unwittingly  been  his 
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host,  completely   routed  as  regards  his  efforts   In  th«  poultry 
line. 

The  Ermine  is  oonmion  and  present  in  all  sections 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

HIS  POOD. 

EYom  the  testimony  of  various  writers  and  other 
well-informed  and  competent  observers,  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  the  Weasels,  althouf^  undoubtedly  great  de- 
stroyers of  Mice  and  also  of  Rats,  are  extremely  det- 
rimental to  poultry,  especially  Chickens,  as  well  as 
game,  particularly  Ruffed  Grouse  and  Babbits,  to- 
gether with  many  kinds  of  small  wild  birds. 

Robert  l\ennicott,  in  his  report  of  the  quadrupeds  of 
Dlinois,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam  in  the  Mam- 
mals of  the  Adirondack  region  of  Northeastern  New 
York,  says,  in  writing  of  the  Common  Weasel : 

"A  more  fierce  and  cruel  mammal  does  not  exist  in  America 
than  this  Weasel.  The  courage  and  sanguinary  disposition  of 
the  panther  are  insignificant  in  comparison*  having  regard  to 
the  strength  of  the  two.  Without  hesitation,  the  Weasel  at- 
tacks animals  Ave  or  ten  times  its  own  size,  and,  not  content 
with  killing  enough  for  food,  wantonly  destroys  whatever  life 
it  can.  When  a  Weasel  has  gained  access  to  a  poultry  yard 
it  will  frequently  kill, every  fowl  within  its  reach  in  a  single 
night.  Fortunately,  however,  this  animal,  even  when  abun- 
dant, does  not  enter  the  farm  yard  so  frequently  as  might  be 
expected,  appearing  to  prefer  a  free  life  in  the  woods  to  easy 
but  more  dangerous  feasts  on  domestic  fowls.  Meadow  Mice 
are  certainly  the  greatest  pests  among  mammals  in  Northern 
Illinois,  and  of  these  the  Weasel  destroys  great  numbers. 

FEEDS    ON    RATS    AN^    MICE. 

''Stacks  and  bamfuls  of  grraln  are  often  overrun  with  Rats 
and  Mice;  but  let  a  Weasel  take  up  his  residence  there  and 
soon  the  pests  will  disappear.  A  Weasel  will,  occasionally,  re- 
main for  some  time  In  a  bam  feeding  on  these  vermin  without 
disturbing  the  fowls.    But  it  is  never  safe  to  trust  one  near  the 
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poultry  yard,  for  when  once  an  attack  Is  made,  there  la  no 
limit  to  the  destruction.  When  the  animal  has  entered  stacks 
or  bams.  It  has  a  curious  habit  of  collecting  In  a  particular 
place  the  bodies  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  it  has  slain;  thus,  some- 
times, a  pile  of  a  hundred  or  more  of  their  vtctims  may  be 
seen  which  have  been  killed  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
nlirhts." 

ISie  activity  and  streng^th  of  the  Weaael  are  rodi 
that  he  is  able  to  climb  trees  with  great  ecise,  either 
to  escape  enemies  or  to  search  for  food. 

This  ability  as  a  tree  climber  enables  him  to  destroy 
both  the  eggs  and  yonng  of  different  species  of  birds 
which  erect  their  homes  in  the  forest,  shade  and  fruit 
trees. 

The  nests  of  Ruflfed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkeys  and  Bob- 
white  or  Quail,  besides  those  of  other  species  of  the 
feathered  kinds  which  nest  on  or  near  the  ground,  are 
often,  it  is  asserted,  pillaged  by  the  inquisitiye  and 
bright-eyed  Weasels. 

Although  Weasels  hunt  both  by  day  and  night,  the 
popular  idea  seems  to  be  that  theyj  are  more  nocturnal 
than  diurnal.  While  it  is  doubtless  true  that  they  sub- 
sist, to  some  extent,  on  various  kinds  of  insects,  parti- 
cularly beetles  and  occaisionally  grasshoppers,  the 
amount  of  insect  life  which  they  consume  is  not,  so  f^ 
as  the  observations  of  the  writer  have  gone,  very 
considerable. 

A   RABBIT  HUNTER. 

Weasels,  like  the  fox  hound  or  trained  and  well- 
bred  pointer  or  setter,  follow  the  tracks  of  their  prey 
by  the  scent.  In  this  way  large  animals  such  as  Gray 
Rabbits  and  even  the  Varying  Hare  are  pursued  and 
overpowered  in  their  securest  retreats. 
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In  regard  to  its  power  of  hunting  bj  scent,  Thomas 
Bell,  says: 

"In  pursuing  a  Rat  or  Mouse,  It  not  only  follows  It  as  long  as 
It  remains  In  sight  but  continues  the  chase  after  It  has  disap- 
peared, with  Its  head  raised  a  little  above  the  ground,  follow- 
ing the  exact  tract  recently  taken  by  Its  destined  prey.  Should 
It  lose  the  scent,  It  returns  to  the  point  where  It  was  lost,  and 
quarters  the  ground  with  great  diligence  until  It  has  recovered 
It;  and  thus,  by  dint  of  perservance,  will  ultimately  hunt  down 
a  swifter  and  even  stronger  animal  than  Itself.  But  this  Is 
not  all.  In  the  pertinacity  of  Its  pursuit.  It  will  readily  take 
the  water  and  swim  with  great  e€Lse  after  its  prey." 

I  have  heard  hnnters  and  woodsmen  say  that 
*'white"  Weasels  can  easily  detect  the  Ruffed  Grouse, 
which  frequently  in  winter  has  the  habit  of  plunging 
into  the  loose  snow,  and  that  they  destroy  many  of 
these  birds  in  such  hiding  places. 

Audubon,  )the  famous  naturalist,  records  an  in- 
stance that  came  under  his  personal  observation,  of 
where  an  Ermine  captured  a  Rabbit  and  after  behead- 
ing it,  the  fierce  little  depredator  dragged  the  body 
some  twenty  yards  over  the  fresh  fallen  snow,  beneath 
which  it  was  concealed  and  the  snow  slightly  pressed 
down  over  it. 

HE  IS  W^SIAj  acquainted  WITH  WEASELS. 

I  am  iLdebted  to  Mr.  Hugh  Malloy,  of  Preeland, 
Luzerne  county.  Pa.,  for  the  following  very  interesting 
and  instructive  account  of  his  observations  of  th»^ 
Weasel.  I  know  of  no  person  who  has  devoted  as 
ranch  attention  to  these  agile  creatures  *ds  he  has.  Mr. 
Malloy  informs  me  he  has  captured  during  the  past 
twenty  years  about  fifteen  hundred  Weasels.  What 
he  says  about  them  in  the  following  paragraphs  shows 
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very  conclusively  that  he  is  thoroughly  acquaintecl 
with  their  hauLts  ai;d  san binary  ways: 

The  Weasel  is  ^he  only  animal  to  my  knowledge  that  never 
rests;  It  is  always  on  the  move  and  the  more  game  he  kills 
the  more  he  wants  to  kill.  I  have  followed  the  track  of  this 
animal  every  winter,  for  twenty  years,  and  I  was  never  able 
to  run  one  down,  by  following  the  track.  He  never  walks;  his 
jumps  are  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  inches,  and  any  person 
following  his  tracks  on  the  snow,  when  there  has  been  a  light 
snow  squall  at  Intervals  of  two  or  three  hours,  during  forty- 
eight  hours  as  I  have  done,  to  learn  if  he  had  any  home,  will 
find  that  he  rests  only  while  killing  his  victim.  The  snow  is 
never  too  deep  or  the  weather  too  cold  for  him.  I  have  followed 
his  track  when  it  was  seven  degrees  below  zero,  and  snow 
eight  inches  deep. 

HE  KILLS  BUT  DON'T  DISFIGURE. 

I  have  followed  the  back  track  to  see  where  he  came  from 
and  found  eleven  dead  Rabbits  killed  by  him,  and  all  of  them 
hidden  either  in  the  hole  that  he  started  them  from  or  pulled 
under  the  snow;  sometimes  twenty  feet  to  some  brush  pile.  The 
Weasel,  to  my  mind,  has  a  great  instinct.  If  you  follow  the 
track  on  very  deep  snow,  you  will  find  frequently  a  small  hole 
In  the  snow  where  he  went  down  and  came  up,  perhaps  fifty 
feet  away;  you  will  discover  also,  every  time,  a  Rabbit  hole  at 
the  very  spot  that  he  went  into  the  snow,  and  if  a  Rabbit  is  in 
the  hole,  it  will  have  gone  only  about  twenty  yards,  when  you 
find  the  snow  tramped  for  about  six  feet  square  and  you  may 
see  a  little  fur;  then  look  sharp  and  you  will  discover  where 
the  Rabbit  was  pulled  back  into  the  same  hole,  and  by  putting 
a  briar  or  rod  into  the  hole  you  can  twist  it  fast  to  a  dead 
Rabbit,  with  a  small  hole  between  the  ear  and  eye.  After  It 
has  killed  four  or  five  in  a  few  hours,  you  will  not  find  any  mark 
on  them,  as  it  sucks  the  blood  without  making  any  visible 
marks  until  you  pull  the  skin  off  the  head  and  neck. 

While  the  Weasel  will  stand  any  cold,  when  at  liberty,  if 
you  confine  it  in  a  box  or  cage,  it  will  be  dead  In  a  few  hours, 
by  having  to  remain  still,  even  when  It  is  not  zero  weather. 

The  Weasel  has  great  digestive  powers.  I  find,  when  it  is 
getting  all  the  blood  it  wants,  that  In  about  every  twenty  yards, 
in  the  snow,  you  will  find  its  excreta  about  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  long,  thick  as  a  common  slate  pencil  and  like  frozen  blood. 
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A  VERY  RBSTLE8S  ANIMAL. 

The  Weasel  Is  a  restless  animal.  If  you  happen  to  come  up 
*to  It  In  rocks  where  there  Is  no  snow  you  will  have  to  stand 
•only  a  few  seconds,  and  you  will  Imagine  that  you  have  found 
■a  whole  family  of  them,  as  his  head  will  be  sticking  out  of  sev- 
•eral  holes  almost  at  the  same  time;  but  if  the  snow  is  on  the 
(ground  to  the  depth  of  three  inches*  you  will  only  see  him 
'once,  but  if  you  make  a  large  circle  around  the  place  where  you 
^saw  him  last  you  will  find  a  small  hole  in  the  snow  and  a 
^Weasel  track  going  away  from  it,  that  will  lead  you  more  than 
twenty  miles  in  every  direction,  and  still  you  will  not  see  him. 
In  the  fall  of  1894  I  was  in  a  barber  shop  in  Freeland.  and 
about  half  shaved  when  several  boys  came  running  to  the 
door,  telling  me  that  a  whole  family  of  Weasels  were  under 
the  plank  side-walk.  Of  course  I  pushed  the  barber  away  and 
Jumped  out  of  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  large  crowd  sur- 
rounding the  walk,  all  having  clubs  and  shovels,  and  a  Weasel 
head  was  peeping  out  of  every  hole  at  almost  the  same  time, 
and  a  knot-hole  in  the  sidewalk  showed  a  head  about  every 
thirty  seconds  and  that  one  was  SYH>po8ed  to  be  the  leader.  I 
Joined  the  crowd  of  watchers  and  sent  my  boy  for  my  flobert 
rifle.  I  shot  the  first  Weasel  that  showed  its  head,  and  told 
the  boys  that  I  would  give  them  a  dollar  for  every  other  Wea- 
sel 4*at  they  would  see.    I  did  not  have  to  pay  a  dollar. 

WHERE  HE  PREFERS  TO  LJVE. 

The  Weasel  frequents  the  wildest  portions  of  our  mountains 
and  seldoms  ventures  into  any  open  ground,  except  when  it 
has  all  the  game  killed  in  the  thickets.  It  will  climb  a  tree 
after  a  bird's  nest  or  when  chased,  but  it  cannot  run  down  a 
tree  head  foremost  like  a  Squirrel.  It  will  Jump  from  branch 
to  branch  until  It  gets  to  the  lower  branches  and  then  comes 
down  backwards  or  Jumps.  I  never  saw  the  Weasel  on  a  very 
large  tree  or  up  very  high  on  a  tree. 

WILL  SUCK   ITS   OWN   BLOOD. 

A  Weasel  will  suck  Its  own  blood.  In  the  summer  of  1895  T 
caught  a  very  fierce  looking,  coarse  haired,  dark  brown  Weasel 
In  one  of  my  wire  traa>s,  and  I  stabbed  him  through  the  wires 
with  the  long  blade  of  my  knife  in  the  shoulder;  as  soon  as  he 
saw  the  blood  he  turned  his  neck,  took  hold  of  the  Wounded 
part  and  sucked  all  the  blond  until  he  swayed  back  and  forth 
artd  foil  dead. 
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WILL  HELP  EACH  OTHBK  OOt  O^  TRAJ^S'. 

One  Weasel  will  let  its  mate  out  of  a  trap.  I  had  a  wire  trap 
set  for  a  Weasel  and  every  time  I  went  to  see  it  the  live  bait 
was  eaten  and  fresh  droppings  of  the  Weasel  were  in  the  trap, 
but  no  WeaseL  I  took  another  trap  and  set  the  two  close  to- 
gether and  the  next  time  I  came  I  had  a  very  dark  brown 
Weasel  in  each  trap.  One  Weasel  would  go  in  first  and  kill 
the  feiait,  the  other  would  go  half  way.  put  his  fore-foot  on  the 
dropw.open  and  put  his  head  out  in  the  hole  and  come  out. 

ATTAC?KBD  THIS  BUNNY  IN  THE  REAR. 

I  was  after  a  Weasel  once  when  the  snow  was  on  the  ground 
to  find  where  he  had  killed  some  game,  so  that  I  could  set  my 
trap  for  him,  I  found  he  crossed  the  track  of  a  Rabbit 
that  had  Just  come  out  of  a  stone  wall,  and  went  right 
back  again.  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  track  of  the  Weasel 
going  away  without  killing  the  Rabbit.  I  pulled  away  some 
stones  and  found  the  Rabbit  squeezed  tight  in  a  very  small 
opening,  between  two  stones,  and  only  his  hiniSk^Iegs  sticking 
out;  but  he  was  dead,  and  the  blood  had  l>een  sucked  by  the 
Weasel  from  his  hind  legs  and  had  made  only  a  very  small 
opening  in  the  leg. 

THE  YOUNG. 

Weasels  have  their  young  between  the  15th  of  April  and  15th 
of  June.  I  have  never  found  their  nest  while  the  young  were 
in,  but  I  have  caught  them  during  that  time,  with  young  in 
them,  and  also  after  having  their  young,  with  milk  in  their  teats. 
The  highest  number  I  found  in  any  one  of  them  was  six,  one 
only  had  three.  The  young  will  follow  the  old  one  until  Sep- 
tember,  when  they  seem  to  scatter  and  go  on  their  own  hook. 
It  is  very  easy  to  catch  them  after  tliey  scatter,  and  these  are 
the  ones  that  generally  get  after  the  chickens  before  they 
learn  how  to  catch  game. 

A  Weasel  will  always  come  back  to  the  place  where  he  hid' 
tlie  game  to  feed  off  It  when  he  cannot  find  any  game  to  kill.. 
X  put  a  trap  by  a  hidden  Rabbit  once  and  I  did  not  catch  the. 
Weasel  for  six  weeks,  but  in  most  cases  you  will  be  able  toi 
catch  them  the  second  or  third  night. 
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THET  HAVE  MANY  CHANGES  OF  DRBBS. 

I  do  not  believe  there  are  any  White  Weasels  in  summer,  but  I 
do  know  that  they  are  dark  brown,  li^ht  brown,  dark  red  and 
light  red  in  winter  and  that  I  hav>e  caufirht  them  every  week 
from  December  1  until  April  1.  I  caught  a  dark  brown,  a  dark 
red  and  a  pure  white  all  in  one  night,  but  at  different  places. 
I  never  caught  a  "maltee"  Weasel  in  winter,  but  have  caught 
many  of  them  in  summer. 

The  "Maltee"  Weasel  Is  very  fine  furred,  no  long,  coarse  hair, 
and  have  a  blue  shade  in  the  fur.  Now  this  Weasel  changes  its 
coat  in  November. 

I  burned  two  hundred  Weasel  skins  last  winter  as  the  moths 
had  gotten  in  them.  I  could  have  sent  them  to  you  had  I 
thought  you  cared  for  them.  I  had  a  card  on  each  one  saying 
when  and  where  I  caught  it. 

DESTROYS  GREAT  NtTMBBRS  OF  YOUNG  GROUSE. 

The  Weasel  is  very  hard  on  Grouse  until  the  birds  are  six 
weeks  old  and  able  to  fly.  He  will  follow  them  and  some- 
times kill  the  whole  brood.  I  found  thirteen  out  of  fourteen 
killed  by  a  Weasel  the  very  day  they  came  out  of  the  shell 
and  the  fourteenth  would  have  been  killed,  but  I  heard  the 
old  Pheasant  making  a  great  noise  and  I  killed  the  WeaseL 
The  birds  were  too  young  to  hide  under  the  leaves,  the  four- 
teenth bird  was  sitting  beside  the  nest.  I  never  saw  where  the 
Weasel  killed  any  old  Pheasants,  but  saw  where  a  Pheasant 
carried  a  Weasel  away  out  of  a  hole  in  the  snow  where 
the  Pheasant  was  sitting,  when  the  Wesisel  came  In  and  at* 
tacked  it. 

KILL  ALL  THE  QUAIL. 

The  Weasel  will  kill  all  the  Quail  in  February  and  March  if 
the  snow  is  deep.  The  birds  will  go  under  windfalls  and 
brush  heaps  covered  with  snow.  The  Weasel  will  track  and 
go  in  after  them  at  night,  killing  every  one;  then  the  farmers 
will  find  them  in  the  spring  and  think  they  were  frozen.  I 
found  west  of  White  Haven  one  day  (I  was  after  a  Catamount), 
where  a  Weasel  had  killed  over  one  hundred  birds.  I  pulled 
out  with  a  stick  fourteen  of  the  dead  birds;  no  marks  on  them, 
but  track  of  teeth  on  neck  near  the  head. 

A  Weasel  will  follow  a  Rabbit  on  bare  groun*'  the  same  as 
a   well- trained   dog.    I   put  one  off  the  trail  several   times  in 
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one  morning  when  I  was  ^olns  flehins,  and  every  time  he 
would  find  It  asaln,  and  I  soon  heard  the  Rabbit  squeal  where 
the  Weasel  was  klUlnir  it. 

THB  WKABEXL  PULiL^ED  AND  I  PULLi£}D. 

I  was  going  fishing  one  morning  about  four  years  ago,  when 
1  saw  something  going  slowly  across  the  road  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  ahead  of  me.  I  ran  to  where  1  saw  It  and  there  a 
Weasel  was  pulling  a  very  large  Rabbit  through  under  an  old 
log;  I  caught  the  hind  legs  of  the  Rabbit  and  the  Weasel 
pulled  at  the  other  end.  I  got  a  club  and  tried  to  kill  the  Wea- 
sel, but  1  could  not  hit  him.  livery  time  I  would  let  the  dead 
Rabbit  go,  the  Weasel  would  take  hold  of  it  and  begin  to  pull 
it  under  the  log;  I  laid  the  Rabbit  close  to  the  log  and  held 
my  foot  on  side  of  log;  when  the  Weasel  put  his  head  out  and 
was  pulling  the  Rabbit  again  I  put  my  foot  down  on  top  of 
him  and  killed  him.  The  Rabbit  was  yet  warm.  I  opened  it 
and  found  nine  young  Rabbits  almost  large  enough  to  make 
their  appearance  in  the  world,  but  they  were  all  dead. 

WHAT  FAHMJE^RS  AND  POULTRY  RAISERS  SAY. 

The  following  extracts  concerning  the  habits  ol 
W^eaiiels  are  taken  from  letters  received  by  the  writer 
from  farmers^  ponltrj  raisers,  sportsmen  and  natural- 
ists. 

JOHN  F.  THOMAS.  Carrolltown,  Cambria  County: 

I  have  known  the  Weasel  to  kill  six  full  grown  hens  in  one 
night  on  my  father's  farm.  It  is  supposed  that  it  kills  lu 
victims  for  their  blood  only,  and  all  the  fowls  killed  by  it,  that 
I  have  seen,  substantiate  this,  since,  in  every  case,  the  blood 
vessels  of  the  neck  were  severed  close  to  the  head  and  there 
was  apparently  no  flesh  missing.  I  recollect  an  experience,  when 
a  boy,  that  proves  them  to  be  remarkably  bold  at  times.  I  was 
pursuing  one  that  had  In  its  mouth  a  Mouse;  In  an  attempt  to 
strike  it  with  a  stone,  I  struck  the  Mouse  with  such  force  as 
to  throw  it  a  distajice  of  eight  or  nine  feet  from  the  fence,  when 
to  my  surprise,  he  Immediately  left  the  fence  and  regained  the 
Mouse  and  disappeared  along  the  fence.  They  seem  to  have 
a  greater  appetite  for  Mice  and  Rats  than  poultryj  as  I  have 
known  them  to  be  in  my  father's  barn  for  several  weeks  and 
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yet  we  never  missed  any  poultry,  but  there   was  a  noticable 
decrease  of  Rats. 

A.  W.  RHOADB.  WUkes-Barre.  Pa.: 

The  Weasel,  I  am  sure  after  years  of  personal  exx>erienoe  and 
observation  and  careful  study,  is  the  worst  enemy  the  Pheas- 
ant and  Quail  have.  I  have  repeatedly  tracked  a  Weasel  that 
had  followed  the  track  of  a  Quail  and  Pheasant  in  the  snow, 
and  at  last  came  upon  the  dead  birds.  I,  on  one  occasion,  sa-w 
a  nest  of  thirteen  Pheasant  eg^,  about  to  be  hatched,  and  in 
retumlnsr  In  an  hour  found  that  eleven  of  them  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  a  Weasel  which  I  saw  and  killed. 

C.  P.  MOTT.  Milford,  Pa.: 

Weasels  are  the  ^rreatest  destroyers  of  game  and  poultry, 
and  they  deserve  total  extinction.  I  know  of  no  redeeming 
future  or  any  possible  usefulness  alive  in  their  wild  state. 
They  are  scarce  when  small  same  is.  and  numerous  when  such 
game  is  easy  prey.  They  seem  to  be  travelers  and  to  such 
parts  as  are  prolific  of  game.  There  is  no  escape  for  the  Raib- 
bit  when  once  they  get  its  track,  and  a  nest  of  Grouse  eggs 
furnishes  him  a  meal,  if  the  hen  bird  escapes  his  quick,  stealthy 
approach.  I  consider  that  the  Weasel  has  no  equal  as  an 
enemy  of  same. 

ARTHUR  MARTIN,  Sandy  Lake.  Pa.: 

We  have  the  Weasel;  they  destroy  poultry  to  a  great  extent, 
sometimes  will  or  have  for  us.  killed  whole  broods,  but  at  the 
same  time  are  great  hunters  for  Mice.  Rabbits  and  small  game. 

HON.  N.  P.  UNDERWOOD.  Lake  Oomo.  Wayne  County: 

Some  Weasels;  don't  do  much  damage;  they  will  occasionally 
destroy  chickens. 

D.  KISTLER.  Kistler.  Pa.: 

The  Weasel  abounds  and  will  kill  grown  chickens. 

BNOS  BLOOM.  New  Millport,  aearfleld  County: 
The  Weasels  are  plentiful  and  also  destructive  to  poultry. 

JOHN  F.  WEAKLY.  Slippery  Rock.  Pa.: 

Weasels  will  kill  a  whole  flock  of  Turkeys  or  Chickens  at  a 
time;  have  known  them  to  kill  as  high  as  twenty  at  a  time. 
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C.  R.  NOTES,  Westport,  Pa.: 

Weasels  kill  Chickens,  but  I  think  not  when  they  can  eret  Rats 
or  Mice. 

The  following  table  contains  the  condensed  reports 
of  one  hundred  observers  residing  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  these  gentlemen,  probably  not  less  than  eighty- 
five  are  practical  farmers  and  poultry  raisersw 

The  X  indicates  the  animals  specified  in  the  column- 
heading  under  which  it  occurs  which  the  Weasels  have 
been  observed  to  usually  proy  upon  by  the  gentlemen 
opposite  to  Vhose  names  said  mark  (X)  is  placed. 
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WILD  OAT. 
Lynx  mf us. 

DBOCJRIPnON. 

Pur  moderately  full  and  soft.  Head  moderate  slae  and 
rounded;  body  rather  slender;  legs  long  and  quite  stout;  soles 
of  feet  naked.  Ears  large,  erect  and  nearly  triangular  in 
shape,  and  tilled  (in  winter  specimens)  with  coarse  black 
hairs  fully  half  an  Inch  long;  inner  surface  of  the  ears  fur- 
nished with  a  loose  coat  of  long,  pale,  yellowish-white  hairs, 
i^d  the  outer  surface  is  covered  with  short  fur,  which  is  black. 
e±cept  a  conspicuous  patch  of  dull  white  in  the  centre. 

Forehead   grayish-brown.     Irregularly    streaked    with    dark 
brown;    whitish    streaks    above    and    below    the    eyes;  whisk- 
ers  for    the    most    part    are   white;    chin    and    upper    part 
of  throat    white,    lower  part   of    throat  and   neck  very  sim- 
ilar to  sides,  but  paler.    The  upper  parts  and  sides  of  the  body 
and  legs  (outer  portions  of  the  latter)  are  pale  rufous  or  brown- 
ish-red overlaid  with  grayish,  which  latter  color  is  produced  by 
the  whitish  ends  of  the  hairs;  the  rufous  coloration  is  most 
noticeable  on  sides  of  the  body,  sides  of  the  head  below  and 
back  of  the  ears,  and  about  the  occipital  (base  of  head)  re- 
gion.   The  sides  are  indistinctly  spotted  with  dark  brown,  and 
down  the  middle  of  the  back  a  more  or  less  distinct  line  of 
blackish-brown  extends  from  near  the  shoulders  to  the  base 
of  the  tail.    Under  surface  of  body  and  legs  white  and  pale- 
yellowish  spotted  with   black;   inside   of  front  and  hind  legs 
banded  and  spotted  with  blaok.    The  Irides  (eyes)  of  the  adults 
are  greenish-yellow  in  color,  but  In  the  young  they  are  brown. 
Individuals  of  this  species  vary  greatly  In  coloration.    In  fact 
it   is   an   exceedingly   difficult    matter   to   find   two  specimens 
exactly   alike.    Ten   specimens,    now   before    me.    captured    in 
Pennsylvania  during  the  winter  season,  show  a  marked  diver- 
sity In  color,  as  well  as  In  size;  and  two  or  three  Individuals, 
taken  in  the  late  spring  or  early  autumn,  which  I  have  ex- 
amined, are  decidedly  more  brownish-red  in  color,  particularly 
on  the  sides,  than  those  killed  in  the  winter.    The  male  is  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  female.    In  the  month  of  January. 
1890,   I  secured  five  females  In  Cameron  and  Potter  counties. 
Pennsylvania,    which   weighed   respectively   ten   and   one-half, 
twelve,    twelve   and   three-fourths,    nine    and   one-fourth,    and 
thirteen  pounds,  or  an  average  of  about  eleven  and  one-half 
pounds  each.    Three  adult  males  which  I  captured  In  Pennsyl- 
vania during  the  months  of    January,    February    and    April, 
weighed   respectively   fifteen   and    one- fourth,    seventeen,    and 
eighteen   and   three-fourths  pounds,   or  an  average  of  seven- 
teen  pounds  each.    In   the   winter   of  1892   Senator   Harry  A 
Hall,  of  St.  Mary's  presented  me  with  a  very  fine  male  which 
had  been  killed  near  his   home  in   Elk   county.    This  animal 
which   Is  the  largest  I  ever  saw  welghpd.   tipped  the  scales  at 
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twenty-six  and  one-half  pounds.  Hunters  and  woodsmen  whom 
1  believe  to  be  reliable,  have  assured  me  that  Wildcats  are 
sometimes  taken  which  wei£;h  thirty -five,  forty  and  fifty  pounds 

MabitaU —This  species  or  its  varieties  occur  generally 
throughout  the  United  States  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Padflc. 
Tolerably  coonmon  in  the  mountains  and  sparsely  settled  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvaniju 

A  VARIETY   OF  COMMON  NAMES. 

The  majority  of  banters  and  woodsmen  who  reside 
in  sections  of  Pennsylvania  where  the  Wildcat  or  Bay 
Lynx  occurs,  have  various  local  names  for  this  wary 
and  prowling  animal.  The  appellations  Bob-cat^  Oata^ 
mount.  Mountain  eat  and  Tiger  cat  are  perhaps  the 
ones  which  are  most  frequently  employed.  These 
names,  or  any  others  which  may  be  heard,  it  is  safe 
to  say,  have  reference  to  Lynx  rufu$,  which  is  doubt- 
less the  only  species  of  its  genus  found  in  the  State. 

During  the  past  five  years  I  have  made  very  careful 
inquiries  in  all  sections  of  the  Commonwealth  where 
the  Canada  Lynx  was  reported  to  occasionally  be  pre- 
sent, and  I  have  also  examined  a  number  of  specimens 
of  what  were  called  by  the  owners  **L]/nic  canadensis^'* 
but,  as  yet,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  a  true  ex- 
ample of  the  Canada  Lynx,  which  may  be  distinguished 
from  its  congener,  the  common  Wildcat,  by  its  larger 
size,  longer  hair,  fuller  fur,  grayish,  hoary  color,  thick, 
heavy  and  clumsy  legs  and  the  large-sized  feet/ which 
are  so  densely  furred  (in  winter)  as  to  cover  the  soles 
or  pads.  The  ears  are  also  very  conspicuously  tufted 
with  long  black  hairs. 

There  are,  however,  it  is  said,  two  or  three  well-au- 
thenticated instances  where  specimens  of  the  Canada 
Lynx  have  been  taken  in  Pennsylvania  within  the  last 
twenty-five  years.     Possibly  future  investigations  will 
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enable  ob  to  record  this  decidedly  northern  animal  a8 
a  rare  inhabitant  of  our  forested  areas. 

Prom  repeated  interviews  with  hunters  and  woods- 
men it  is  learned  that  the  Oatamount  is  very  generally 
believed  to  be  a  wholly  different  species  from  the  Wild- 
cat However,  on  questioning  these  persons  closely,  I 
And  that  size  is  about  the  only  distinctive  point  they 
can  call  to  mind  to  support  their  claim,  and  all  large- 
sized  cats  are  denominated  ^*Catamounts,"  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  smaller  ones  are  termed  wild  or  "bob*' 
cats. 

ACQUIRE   MORE  KNOWLEDGE. 

The  indiscriminate  employment  of  local  names  to 
distinguisii  many  of  our  birds  and  mammals,  often- 
times leads  to  mr>ch  c«mfusion;  but,  until  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizens  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
furred  and  feathered  inhabitants,  such  errors  are  bound 
to  occur.  In  this  cimnection  it  may  be  stated  that, 
through  the  wise  ^orts  of  our  progressive  and  intelli- 
gent State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr. 
N.  G.  Schaeffer,  and  his  able  assistants,  much  good 
woiiL  has  been  done  to  create  a  popular  interest  in  zoo* 
logical  study  throughout  the  common  schools  of  the 
State.  If  Dr.  Schaeffer's  ideas  are  carried  out,  as  they 
should  and  doubtless  will  be,  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  our  school  children  will  be  readily  able  to  rec- 
ognize and  speak  intelligently  of  at  least  the  common 
birds  and  mammals  which  they;  see  about  the  parks 
and  gardens,  and  in  the  fields  and  forests. 

THE  WILDCATS  FAVORITE  HAUNTS. 

The  Wildcat  inhabits  forests,  ro<*y  ledges  and 
briary  thickets,  but  its  favorite  place  is  in  old  slashings 
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and  bark  peelings,  where,  in  the  impenetrable  and 
tangled  recesses,  it  is  comparatively  safe  from  pursuit ; 
and  it  is  also  able  to  prey  upon  many  varieties  of  ani- 
mals which  have  a  permanent  or  temporary  residence 
ill  such  nnfi'equented  wilds. 

There  are  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  mountainous 
districts  of  Pennsylvania  from  which  the  marketable 
forest  trees  have  long  since  been  cut.  These  places, 
called  slashings  and  baik  peelings,  in  many  instances 
are  thickly  strewn  with  decaying  logs,  fallen  trees  that 
were  cut  down  for  the  bark,  brush  piles,  tree  tops. 
Such  situations  so  overgrown  with  bushes, young  trees, 
briars,  and  fi^equently  large  patches  of  buck  laurel 
(rhododendr(>n)  as  to  be  almost  impassable  unless  one 
selects  the  old  log  roadways  which  traverse  extensive 
areas.  In  these  places  Rabbits  and  other  quadrupeds, 
Pheasants  and  many  different  kinds  of  small  birds  find 
an  excellait  cover. 

WIDD  CATS  INCREASING  IN  SOME  PLACES. 

Thi-ough  my  own  personal  observations  in  the  field 
and  also  from  the  statements  of  thoroughly  trust- 
worthy hunters,  trappers  and  lumbermen  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  this  species  has  been  increasing  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years  in  several  of  our  counties, 
namely,  Elk,  Clearfield,  Forest,  Cameron,  Centre  and 
McKean,  where  large  districts  have  been  denuded  of 
their  forest  trees. 

At  the  last  session  (1897)  of  the  Legislature  when  the 
bounty  bill  was  under  discussion  both  in  committee 
and  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  was  clearly 
shown  thait  Wildcats  were  not  only  a  cause  of  consid- 
erable loss  annually  to  poultry  raisers,  but  that  they 
also  killed  many  deer  (both  adults  and  fawns),  great 
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numbers  of  Ruffed  Grouse,  Babbits,  besides  a  latge 
number  of  the  smaller  species  of  insectivorous  and  song 
birds.  It  was  also  clearly  demonstrated  to  the  law- 
makers that  Wildcats  wore  inci*easing  quite  rapidly  in 
the  several  counties  previously  particularized  by  name. 
The  Wildcat  subsists  entirely  on  a  flesh  diet,  and  the 
damage  this  species  does  in  destroying  poultry,  lambs 
and  young  pigs  of  farmers  who  reside  in  the  sparsely- 
settled  mountainous  regions  is  not  in  any  degree  com- 
pensated by  the  destruction  of  other  small  wild  ani- 
mals which  molest  the  farmer's  crops  or  his  poultry. 

THEY  PURSUE  AND  KILL  DEEK. 

Wildcats,  as  will  be  seen  by  consulting  the  testimony 
of  numerous  contributors  on  the  latter  pages  of  this 
article,  are  very  detrimental  to  game.  They  unques- 
tionably kill  many  young  Deer  and  they  also  not  infre- 
quently, it  is  said,  attack  and  kill  the  adult  Deer. 
United  States  District  Attorney  Hon.  H.  A.  Hall,  of 
Pittsburgh,  informs  me  that  at  St.  Mark's,  Elk  county, 
where  Messrs.  Andrew  Kaul  and  J.  K.  P.  Hall  own  a 
game  preserve  of  probably  650  acres,  in  which  are  con- 
fined a  large  number  of  deer,  there  is  much  trouble  ex- 
perienced from  the  Wildcats  disturbing  the  Deer.  Mr. 
Hall  further  states  that  small  bands  (probably  families) 
of  these  carnivorous  animals,  in  the  winter  when  snow 
is  on  the  ground,  sometimes  pursue,  like  dogs,  full- 
grown  Deer,  which  they  run  down  and  kill. 

MANY   KINDS  OF  BIRDS  SLAIN. 

One  of  the  few,  in  fact,  about  the  only  species  of  game 
bird  that  is  at  all  numerous,  which  the  sportsman  can 
go  in  quest  of  in  this  Commonwealth  without  almoet 
continually  coming  in   contact  with  trespass  notices 
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warning  him  to  ""keep  ofF  the  grass"  is  the  Raffed 
Grouae  or  Pheasant,  and,  unfortunately,  the  favorite 
haunts  of  this  noble  game  bird  are  in  localities  where 
the  Wildcat  loves  to  sneak,  hide  and  depredate.  The 
cautious  and  ravenous  "cat"  is  passionately''  fond  of 
Grouse.  He  destroys  them,  both  old  and  young,  and 
also  their  eggs  whenever  an  opportunity  presents  itself. 
He  kills  Wild  Turkeys  and  sucks  their  eggs,  it  is 
aiSrmed,  whenever  a  nest  can  be  found.  The  number 
of  smallinsectivorous  and  wild  song  birds,  that  nest  on 
the  ground  or  in  low  bushes,  which  he  destroys  during 
the  summer  season,  about  the  slashings  and  abandoned 
lumber  camps,  is  considerable. 

MAMMALS,   E»GS.  ETC.,  ARE  DEVOURED. 

Babbits,  Squirrels,  Mice  and  Skunks  are  also  eaten 
by  Wildcats,  and  in  Yhe  southein  States  Audubon  says 
they  visit  sometimes 

"The  dry  beds  of  streams  or  brooks  to  pick  up  the  catfish, 
etc.,  or  crayfish  and  frogs  that  remain  In  the  deep  holes  of  the 
creeks  during  the  drought  of  summer."  The  same  authority 
states  that  "the  wildcat  Is  a  great  destroyer  of  egsrs,  and 
never  finds  a  nest  of  Grouse  or  Partridge,  Wild  Turkey  or 
other  bird  without  sucking  every  egg  in  it." 

HUNTS  THE  QUILL.FUL  PORCUPINE. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  spent  ten  days  or  two  weeks  in 
the  winter  in  company  with  two  hunters  and  trappers 
in  Oamei^n  and  Elk  counties.  We  secured  nine  Wild- 
cats; two  with  guns,  the  remainder  with  steel  traps, 
and  on  examining  these  animals  I  found  that  three  of 
them  were  well  filled  with  quills  of  the  Porcupine. 
This  led  me  to  infer  that  the  Wildcat  does  not  hesitate 
to  attack  an  animal  capable  of  making  a  pretty  vigor 
ous  defense. 
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METHODS  OF  CATCHING  GAME. 

Wildcats  hunt  both  bj  day  and  night;  but,  like  the 
great  majority  of  thieves  and  murderers,  they  appear 
to  select  the  darkness  as  the  most  auspicious  time  to 
commit  their  deeds  of  violence.  When  a  Wildcat  dis- 
covers a  flock  of  Wild  Turkey©,  Pheasants  or  a  Rabbit 
running  on  the  ground,  he  will  follow  them  for  iK)me 
distance,  and  when  he  ascertains  the  direction  in  which 
they  are  going,  will  make  a  quick  detour  and,  conceal- 
ing Mmself  behind  a  log,  in  the  brush,  or  on  a  low 
branch  of  a  tree,  will  hide,  and,  like  an  assassin,  wait 
patiently  until  his  prey  comee  within  reach.  I  once, 
when  hunting  "white  rabbits"  in  Cameron  county,  saw 
a  Wildcat  run  into  a  clump  of  laurel  and  lie  in  ambush, 
until  a  Rabbit,  which  he  had  been  chasing,  approached 
within  springing  distance.  The  Rabbit  ran  up  a  nar- 
row roadway*  and  when  within  a  few  feet  of  the  laurel 
bed  suddenly  stopped.  Instantly  the  oat  sprang  upon 
it  and  seizing  it  in  his  mouth  ran  directly  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  where  my  companions  shot  him. 

COWARDLY   ANIMALS. 

Romancing  newspaper  correspondents  and  hunters 
with  fertile  imaginations  have  been  instrumental  in 
creating  an  impression,  which  seems  to  be  generally 
accepted  by  the  common  mass  of  people  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  true  nature  of  Wildcats,  that  these 
animals  are  daring,  ferocious  and  always  on  the  out- 
look to  spill  human  gore,  and  that  they  will  not  hesitate 
an  instant  to  attack  human  beings,  no  matter  how  big 
or  ugly  the  latter  may  be.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
case.  Wildcats  are  cowardly  and  will  flee  fi'om  their 
pursuers,  but  if  wounded  and  unable  to  escape,  or  if 
surprised  in  a  place  where  they  cannot  get  away  and 
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forced  to  give  battle,  thej  will  fight  viciously  and  do 
great  execution  with  their  strong  retractile  claws  and 
sharp  teeth. 

TRJ5ED    HBR    LOVKR. 

One  of  our  correspondents  in  southwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania writing  on  this  topic  says:  **The  Catamount  is  a 
destructive  and  ferocious  animal,  for  one  attacked  me 
one  night  when  I  was  going  home  from  courting  a  girl 
and  treed  me  on  a  fence  and  I  had  to  stay  there  till  day- 
light." This  surely  is  a  unique  case,  and  it  possibly 
may  be  that  Wlidcats  are  inclined  to  attack  young  men 
who  are  in  love. 

WHERE   THE    YOUNG   ARE   FOUND. 

The  Wildcat  usually  makes  its  domicile  or  nest  in  a 
hollow  tree  or  log.  The  nest  is  well  lined  with  leaves, 
moss  and  lichens  (Uanea  barbaia  and  its  varieties), 
called  commonly  "hair  moss."  The  nest  is  also  some- 
times found  in  rocky  ledges  and  caves.  From  two  to 
four  constitute  a  litter.  It  is  stated  that  the  young  are 
brought  forth  about  the  middle  of  May*.  Wildcats  may 
be  caught  in  traps  baited  with  Babbits,  chickens, 
Grouse  or  fresh  meat  Their  fur  has  very  little  com- 
mercial value. 

WTHAT  FAjRMBRS  AND  HUNTERS  TELL  OF  THEM. 

The  a^tation  of  game  laws  and  bounty  or  scalp  acts 
at  the  session  of  our  legislature,  1893,  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  arousing  a  widespread  interest  in.  these 
subjects  on  the  part  of  farmers,  fruit  growers,  sports- 
men and  naturalists  in  almost  every  county  of  the 
State.  Since  the  Legislature  (1893),  adjourned  there 
have  been  received  at  our  office  about  five  hundred  corn- 
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municatioDs  bearing  on  tbe  economic  relatione  of  dif- 
ferent wild  animals,  chief  among  which,  ao  far  as  mam- 
mals are  conc^*ned,  may  be  mentioned  Foxes,  Minks, 
Weasels,  Wildcats,  Rabbits,  Sknnks,  Woodchucks, 
Mnskrats  and  Raccoons. 

In  view  of  the  unusual  interest  manifested  by  our 
citizens  on  the  bounty  question  and  also  of  the  habits 
in  general  of  our  common  mammals,  the  writer  pre- 
pared a  circular  soliciting  information  concerning  tlie 
life  histories  of  mammals  afttributed  to  the  State.  This 
circular,  early  in  January,  1894,  was  distributed  to 
farmers,  fruit  growers,  naturalists,  sportsmen,  hunters 
and  trappers  in  nearly  every  county  of  the  Oommon- 
wealth. 

The  following  questions  in  regard  to  the  Wildcat  ap- 
pear in  said  circular: 

1.  Please  state  whether  the  Wildcat  Is  found  in  your  county, 
and  whether  it  Is  rare,  common  or  only  tolerably  common. 

2.  If  Wildcats  occur  in  your  neigrhborhood  or  county,  state 
whether  or  not  their  depredations  to  game,  poultry  and  small 
wild  birds  are  of  a  serious  character?  Have  you  ever  known 
Wildcats  to  attack  i>ersons?    If  so,  grive  full  particulars. 

3.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  one  i/r  more  cases  in 
which  cattle,  sheep  or  pigs  have  been  killed  or  injured  by 
Wildcats?    If  so,  give  full  particulars. 

4.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  one  or  more  cases  in 
which  Wildcats  have  killed  or  injured  deer,  old  or  young. 
Wildcats?    If  so,  give  full  particulars. 

6.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  the  loss  of  turkeys,  geese, 
ducks,  chickens  or  pigeons  from  the  attacks  of  predatory 
mammals?  If  so,  how  many,  and  what  kinds  were  killed  on 
each  occasion?  In  each  case  mention  the  animal  by  which 
you  suppose  the  mischief  was  done,  and  your  reasons  for  this 
belief.  Also  mention  the  kinds  of  mammals  which  destroy  the 
eggs  of  poultry,  and  give  full  particulars  of  cases  which  have 
come  under  your  personal  observation. 

6.  Do  you  favor  the  paying  of  bounties?  If  so.  on  what  ani- 
mals, in  your  opinion,  should  bounties  be  paid?  ^re  you  in 
favor  of  the  bounty  being  paid  by  the  counties  In  which   th^ 
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animals  are  slain,  or  that  said  bounties  should  be  paid  by  the 
State? 

In  response  to  these  interrogatories  a  considerable 
amount  of  instructive  and  interesting  information  is 
given  on  the  succeeding  pages  from  letters  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  credited  with  their  observations: 

GEO.  M.  DAY,  Wayne  County: 

Wildcats  are  not  plenty  this  winter  ('94).  Eight  have  been 
killed  that  I  have  heard  of.  They  are  very  destructive  to  rab- 
bits, squirrels,  ruffed  grouse  and  other  small  game  easily 
caught  by  them  in  winter.  A  large  one  was  tracked  by  a  hun- 
ter soime  years  ago,  and  found  to  have  eaten  three  rabbits  and 
a  ruffed  grouse,  all  fresh,  caught  on  same  day.  The  skins  of 
the  rabbits  were  turned  flesh  side  out  on  the  snow,  and  the  cat 
seemed  to  Have  room  for  more,  as  it  was  still  hunting  when 
the  hunter  gave  up  the  chase.  I  have  caught  several  of  them 
In  steel  traps  and  saved  one  alive.  With  the  help  of  two  young 
men  we  drove  It  out  of  the  woods,  using  a  pitch-fork  behind 
and  a  fish-pole  attached  to  a  trap  chain  ahead,  as  gentle  per- 
suaders to  keep  the  peace,  etc.  It  would  hang  back  behind 
every  bush  at  first,  then  a  poke  with  the  fork  would  send  it, 
full  spring,  at  my  face  the  length  of  the  chain.  When  out  of 
the  woods  it  sulked  and  lay  on  the  snow,  and  was  dragged  to 
a  small  crate,  lifted  in,  and  a  board  placed  on  the  box,  com- 
pleting the  capture.  I  have  never  known  one  to  attack  any 
one,  but  their  sharp  claws  and  muscular  forearms  make  them 
look  like  dangerous  customers.  The  usual  weight  of  Wildcats 
is  twelve  to  twenty-five  pounds.  One  killed  by  S.  Maloney  near 
Beech  Pond,  In  1892,  weighed  forty-two  pounds.  I  caught  one 
the  same  season  which  weighed  about  twenty-five  pounds. 

MESSRS.  HERMAN  and  OTTO  BEHR,  Lopez,  Sullivan  county: 

Wildcats  are  common  in  this  county.  Think  that  they  do 
quite  an  amount  of  damage  to  game,  as  they  live  entirely  on 
flesh.  Have  seen  where  they  caught  black  squirrels,  white 
rabbits,  porcupines  and  one  deer.  The  deer  mentioned  was  an 
old  doe  caught  in  the  summer  time;  when  found  It  was  partly 
eaten  and  covered  with  leaves.  It  was  captured  by  the  Wild- 
cat leaping  on  its  back  and  biting  It  on  the  top  of  neck.  A  friend 
set  a  trap  and  caught  the  cat,  which  proved  to  be  a  large  male. 
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Have  seen  where  one  chased  a  fawn  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  rods,  but  gave  up  the  pursuit  when  the  deer  ran  up 
a  steep  hill.  They  occasionally  enter  a  chicken  coop  and  do 
some  damage.  Such  visits,  however,  are  rather  rare.  Do  not 
think  that  they  would  attack  a  person  unless  cornered.  We 
caught  an  old  male  Wildcat  in  a  bear  pen  m  spring  of  1889, 
which,  during  the  six  months  that  we  kept  it.  became  rath«r 
tame  and  listened  to  its  name,  '*Jlm.**  He  would  eat  out  of 
one's  hand,  if  you  trusted  yourself,  and  would  purr  like  a 
spinning  wheel  when  we  came  around  Its  cage. 

We  sent  him  to  the  "Zoo"  in  Philadelphia,  and  on  calling 
there  a  year  later  we  found  him  asleep  in  a  cage  with  another 
srmaller  Wildcat.  On  calling  him  by  his  name  he  got  up  and 
purred,  apparently  recognizing  us  after  an  absence  of  one  year. 

There  is  very  general  opinion  among  hunters  and  other  peo- 
ple that  there  are  two  different  kinds  of  Wildcats,  a  small  and 
a  large  variety.  We  looked  this  up  carefully  and  found  only 
one  kind,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  whenever  a  half- 
grown  lynx  was  caught  it  was  called  a  Wildcat,  while  a  very 
large  speclonen  was  called  a  Catamount. 

ThelT  fur  Is  subject  to  change  in  color  during  the  year.  In 
Summer  it  assumes  a  reddish  tinge,  while  in  the  fall  it  be- 
comes gray.  We  think  one  of  the  causes  that  Wildcats  are  not 
more  abundant  is  their  habit  of  catching  Porcupines.  Nearly 
all  £he  Wildcats  we  caught  had  quills  In  their  bodies.  One  old 
male  cat  In  particular  was  covered  with  sores  caused  by 
quills,  and  he  had  some  all  through  his  body,  which  would 
doubtless  have  been  the  cause  of  his  death  If  left  to  himself. 
We  do  not  favor  the  paying  of  bounties. 

•DR.  J.  E.  CLiETVEl-iAND,  Bradford  County: 

Wildcats  occasionally  gel  Into  barn-yards  and  hen-roosts  and 
destroy  poultry  in  winters  of  deep  snow,  but  they  prey  mostly 
on  young  Grouse,  Quail.  Rabbits  and  small  birds.  A  Mr.  Krise, 
while  returning  from  Blossburg  to  his  home  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, sometime  last  November  (18^),  had  to  pass  over  Briar 
Hill,  where  there  was  a  dense  thicket  of  briars  and  brush  on 
both  sides  of  the  higliway,  about  dusk.  A  large  catamount 
sprang  upon  the  back  of  one  of  his  horses  and  fastened  Its 
teeth  into  the  horse's  flesh.  The  man  having  no  weapons  with 
him,  jumped  from  the  wagon,  seized  the  cat  by  its  neck,  tore 
it  from  the  horse  and  by  sheer  strength  choked  it  to  death. 
The  man's  clothes,  were  torn  to  shreds  and  his  body  and  limbs 
were  frightfully  torn  and  lacerated. 
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Sometime  in  the  sixties  1  was  called  to  see  a  patient  who 
lived  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Tlogra  river  in  Ward  township, 
Tioga  county,  Penna.  When  I  arrived  at  the  house,  some  of 
the  boys  of  the  family  had  just  returned  from  the  woods  with 
a  load  of  tire  wood  and  reported  that  a  "Painter"  had  killed  a 
large  deer  In  their  sugar  canap.  As  there  was  a  fresh  snow 
on  the  ground  I  investigated  and  found  the  tracks  of  the 
marauder  along  the  body  of  a  hemlock  tree,  which  had  been 
turned  up  by  the  roots.  It  had  perched  itself  on  the  roots, 
and  had  remained  there  until  the  warmth  of  its  body  had 
melted  away  the  snow.  The  deer,  a  two-year-old  doe,  had 
been  feeding  and  had  not  suspected  danger  until  too  late  to 
escape.  The  struggle  was  long  and  severe  as  shown  by  the 
upturned  leaves  and  trodden  down  snow.  The  victor  had  par- 
taken of  a  hearty  meal  from  the  neck  and  fore  shoulder  of  the 
deer.  I  procured  a  steel  fox  trap  and  set  it  by  the  dead  deer. 
On  visiting  the  carcass  the  next  day  I  found  trap  and  drag 
gone.  I  followed  the  trail  a  few  rods  and  found  a  large  cata- 
mount with  the  trap  to  his  hind  leg.  I  could  cite  another  in- 
stance where  a  Wildcat  had  killed  a  yearling  deer.  Am  in 
favor  of  a  bounty.  Let  each  county  pay  its  jwn  bounty,  but 
only  to  its  own  citizens. 

JAMES  THOMAS,  Clearfield  County: 

Wildcats  are  very  destructive  to  game,  poultry  and  small 
wild  birds.  I  know  of  two  cases  where  they  have  been  very 
bold.  A  man  of  my  acquaintance  was  carrying  a  quarter  of 
beef  through  a  small  strip  of  woods  and  a  Wildcat  attacked 
him,  tore  his  clothes  and  scratched  him  badly.  Another  man 
once  got  a  ham,  weighing  about  twenty  pounds,  and  put  it  in 
a  cave  some  twenty  feet  from  the  house  and  the  next  morning 
It  was  gone.  I  found  it  In  a  field,  and  seeing  the  tracks  of  a 
Wildcat  leading  to  and  from  the  ham,  I  set  a  trap  and  caught 
the  animal  on  the  following  night.  It  was  about  four  feet 
seven  and  one-half  Inches  long  and  weighed  twenty-eight  and 
one-half  pounds.    Am  favorable  to  a  bounty  paid  by  the  State. 

A.  W.  COLEGROVE,  McKean  County: 

Wildcats  are  common  in  this  county,  and  are  very  detrimen- 
tal to  game.  Rabbits  ^nd  pheasants  are  their  principal  sub- 
sistence. They  will  track  a  Rabbit  like  a  hound  and  have  as 
good  a  nose  for  birds  as  a  pointer.  They  usually  kill  more 
than  the  sportsmen  or  pot  hunter.  They  will  not  attack  a 
person  unless  cornered.    I  have  killed   many  and  but  In  one 
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instanee  have  I  ever  seen  one  show  fight.  I  once  had  one 
cornered  in  the  rocks,  and  after  vainly  trying  to  escajpe  he 
turned  upon  me,  when  a  shot  between  the  eyes  settled  the  bat- 
tle. Wildcats  will  attack  deer;  I  have  killed  deer  that  ehowed 
evidences  of  a  fight  with  them.  Red  Foxes  are  very  numerous 
here  and  exceedingly  destructive  to  game.  They,  with  the 
Wildcats,  will  exterminate  game  in  a  short  time  unless  some- 
thing is  done  to  eradicate  them.  A  large  portion  of  this  county 
consists  of  old  slashings  and  bark  peelings  which  make  an 
Ideal  home  for  the  cats  and  foxes.  Since  the  county  comonis- 
sioners  have  refused  to  pay  bounty  on  these  predatory  ani- 
mals they  hav%  increased  to  a  frightful  extent.  Their  pelts 
alone  are  not  a  sufllcient  incentive  for  hunters  to  trap 
them.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  bounty  on  Poxes,  Wild- 
cats, and  also  on  certain  kinds  of  hawks  and  owls; 
to  be  paid  either  by  county  or  State.  When  the  bounty 
law  was  in  force,  game,  such  as  Rabbits  and  Pheasants, 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  depletion  of  their  four-footed 
and  feathered  enemies.  Since  then  it  has  changed  and  un- 
less there  is  an  incentive  for  trappers  the  sportsmen  must  soon 
hang  up  his  gun  and  use  his  pointer  for  sausage. 

A.  KOCH.  Williamsport,  Lycoming  County: 

Wildcats  have  been  too  rare  in  our  neighborhood  for  more 
than  forty  years  to  hear  of  any  depredations.  Know  of  an  in- 
stance where  a  boy,  in  winter,  killed  a  large  Wildcat  with  a 
stone.  Favor  a  bounty  and  think  it  should  be  paid  by  the 
county. 

ZIBA  SCOTT,  Lackawanna  County: 

The  Wildcat  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  animals  we  have, 
both  to  the  farmers  and  to  game.  Wildcats  as  a  general  thing 
do  not  trouble  the  farmer  much  in  the  winter  time,  when  they 
retire  to  the  forests  and  subsist  principally  on  rabbits  and 
Pheasants.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  snow  is  deep,  the 
pheasants  live  mainly  on  buds  of  the  trees.  When  the  pheas- 
ant has  gotten  its  crop  full  of  buds  it  often  dives  under  the 
snow  leaving  a  hole  where  it  goes  in.  Here  is  where  the  Wild- 
cat gets  in  his  deadly  work  on  the  unsuspecting  Grouse.  He 
sneaks  along  until  he  gets  within  a  bound  of  the  place  where 
the  bird  rests  and  with  6ne  leap  he  lands  right  over  the  hole 
where  the  bird  sits,  and  nine  times  Out  of  ten  he  gets  the 
Pheasant.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  places  In  my  time  where 
pheasants  have  been  caught  in  the  manner  Just  described.  In 
the  summer  time  when  the  leaves  are  out  the  Wildcat  is  the 
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source  of  much  loss  to  the  farmer.  He  then  lurks  about  the 
^as8  and  grainfiehls  waitini:  for  chickens,  turkeys  or  other 
kinds  of  poultry,  and  sometimes  he  gets  in  amongst  the  sheep. 
About  two  years  ago  one  of  my  neighbors.  Mr.  Joshua  Doran. 
of  Covington  township,  had  three  half-grown  lambs  killed  by 
a  cat. 

TOWN9BND  PRICE^  Monroe  County: 

Wildcats  are  quite  numerous  here,  aod  their  depredations  to 
game  and  lambs  certainly  are  of  a  serious  character.  Never 
knew  them  to  attack  persons  and  do  not  think  they  would  un- 
less they  could  not  get  away.  I  have  personal  knowledge  of 
black  bears  killing  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs.  Last  year  (1893)  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  between  thirty  and  forty  sheep 
killed  by  bears.  In  the  northern  part  of  Monroe  county,  near 
the  line  of  Pike  county,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  land  which  is 
useless  except  for  grazing,  as  the  timber  has  been  cut  for  the 
bark  and  it  burns  over  nearly  every  year.  This  Is  the  place 
where  the  bears  and  Wildcats  have  been  doing  their  destruc- 
tive work  for  the  past  few  years.  If  there  Is  not  sufficient 
bounty  placed  on  these  animals  to  decrease  them  this  pasture 
ground  will  have  to  be  abandoned.  I  have  known  Wildcats 
to  bite  lambs  in  the  neck  and  then  leave  them  lay  Favor 
^unty  being  paid  by  State. 

J.   C.   HETTLiER,  Nauvoo,  Tioga  County: 

^The  greatest  enemies  the  sportsman  has  to  deal  with  are 
Wildcats.  They  certainly  destroy  more  Ruffed  Grouse  than 
anything  In  the  woods.  I  have  known  them  to  scent  Qrouse  a& 
much  as  eighty  yards  and  catch  them  without  any  dlfllculty; 
and  I  have  seen  them  capture  Grouse  on  nests.  They  catch 
and  devour  numerous  other  kinds  of  birds,  and  also  kill  small 
deer.  I  lose  on  an  average  from  three  to  seven  lanibs  In  a 
season  by  them.  A  Wildcat  sometime  ago  visited  the  home  of 
one  of  my  neighbors  and  in  one  night  killed  twenty-six  chick- 
ens. 

C.  K.  SOBER,  Lewlsburg,  Union  County: 

Wildcats  destroy  game  and  poultry.  At  Glen  Union  a  fam- 
ily of  these  animaJs  Inhabited,  until  recently,  a  cavern  In  the 
mountains.  In  this  place  I  found  the  bones  and  remains  of 
fawns,  poultry  and  other  kinds  of  animals,  which  they  had 
carried  there  to  feed  upon.  I  regrard  Wildcat^  as  the  greatest 
enemies  we  have  to  game,  such  as  Pheasants.  Fawns  and  Rab- 
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bits.    Am   in   favor  of  a  liberal  bounty  being  placed  on   their 
worthless  heads. 

JOHN   E.   STOCKER,  Luzerne  County: 

We  have  Wildcata  and  Catamounts  and  they  are  very  de- 
trimental to  game.  They  occur  most  plentifully  on  the  Wllkes- 
Barre  mountains  In  the  neighborhood  of  Triangle  and  Crystal 
lakes,  and  also  on  the  North  mountains;  the  latter  are  better 
suited  for  them,  as  there  more  game,  large  and  small,  abounds. 
Favor  bounty  being  paid  by  the  county. 

GEORGE  R.  BOAK.  Pine  Green.  Centre  County: 

Wildcats  are  plentiful  and  very  destructive  to  our  game;  are 
particularly  bad  about  killing  pheasants  and  they  also  destroy 
young  deer  In  our  game  preserve.  We  Introduced  Wild  Tur- 
keys into  our  preserve  and  the  Wildcats  and  Foxes  destroyed 
both  old  and  young  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  tried 
faithfully  to  exterminate  them  through  the  aid  of  traps,  poison 
and  guns.    Favor  a  bounty  being  paid  by  the  county. 

WM.  B.  BIGLER.  M.  D.  York  County: 

They  are  so  rare  In  this  county  that  little  Is  known  of  their 
depredations.  One  killed  a  few  years  ago,  near  Broguevllle, 
was  said  to  have  killed  and  eaten  a  number  of  chickens. 

DR.  A.  B.  MaoCRGA,  Berwick,  Columbia  County: 

Wildcats  are  comparatively  common  in  some  parts  of  the 
county,  and  no  doubt  destroy  game  to  a  considerable  extent, 
but  they  do  not,  it  seems,  disturb  poultry  very  often. 

W.  B.  K.  JOHNSON,  Allen  town,  Lehigh  County: 

No  Wildcats  In  this  county  so  far  as  I  know.  Possibly  some 
may  be  present  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  Lehigh.  I 
have  travelled  where  the  lynx  was  numerous;  never  knew  of 
grown  persons  being  attacked,  but  have  been  told  chickens 
were.  They  live  on  game,  birds,  small  lambs  and  young  pigs. 
I  have  helped  to  hunt  them  in  Florida  when  lambs  and  pigs 
were  thua  killed. 

N.  W.  MILLER.  Fayette  County: 

I  think  it  would  be  right  to  put  a  bounty  of,  say,  two  dollars, 
on  the  Wildcat,  as  this  animal  is  very  destructive  to  game. 
One  Wildcat  will  kill   more  game  than  six  hunters  In  a  sea- 
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son.  as  anLmals  of  this  species  hunt  both  ni^ht  and  day.  I  have 
seen  large  Wild  Turiieys  killed  by  them  and  have  taken  their 
track  from  the  dead  turkey,  following  it  and  killed  them. 
Have  never  known  a  Wildcat  to  attack  anyone;  I  have  climbed 
trees  and  shaken  them  off  to  the  dogs  at  different  times. 

H.    T.    FRANKENFIELD,   Monroe  County: 

Catamounts  are  quite  numerous.  They  kill  Grouse,  Rabbits, 
and  the  young  Deer;  I  have  known  Deer  to  be  killed  and 
partly  eaten  by  Wildcats  and  then  covered  with  leaves.  They 
rank  with  Foxes  in  destroying  poultry  and  game.  I  ha\'<e  never 
known  them  to  attack  persons  unless  wounded. 

L.   M.  KARSTETTER,  Clinton  County: 

Wildcats  are  very  destructive  to  game  such  as  Fawns,  Tur- 
keys, Grouse  and,  in  fact,  birds  of  all  kinds,  and  when  pressed 
by  hunger  they  visit  the  barnyard  for  any  kind  of  prey  they 
can  capture.  I  have  known  Wildcats  on  several  occasions  to 
catch  and  kill  full  grown  Deer.  A  bounty  of  not  less  than 
five  dollars  should  be  allowed. 

R.  S.  STOVER,  Centre  County: 

Wildcats  are  the  worst  animals  we  have  in  this  locality. 
A  few  years  ago  they  killed  two  deer  within  a  half-mile  of  my 
place;  they  destroy  a  great  many  young  deer.  1  favor  a  bounty 
of  at  least  four  or  five  dollars  and  think  it  should  be  paid  by 
the  State. 

H.  K.  MENSCH,  Lycoming  County: 

Wildcats  are  few  in  this  locality  but  they  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  exist  as  they  possess  no  good  traits  and  are  capable 
of  doing  much  mischief.  A  liberal  bounty  should  be  paid  for 
their  scalps. 

CAPT.    JOHN    M.    BUCKALBW,    Columbia    County: 

When  woods  approach  near  a  farm  house  Wildcats  or  Cata- 
mounts sometimes  catch  our  chickens.  They  destroy  the 
Pheasant.  Quail,  and  almost  anything  that  comes  within 
reach,  as  Rabbits,  Skunks,  etc.  Not  dangerous  to  man  but 
will  fight  when  wounded  or  cornered.  They  are  becoming 
rather  rare  her^     Yes.  am   In   favor  of  a  bounty. 
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J.  WARREN  JACX)BS,  Wayensburg,  Green  County: 

Wildcats  are  very  rare;  two  have  been  recorded  l^ere  during 
the  past  ten  years. 

JACOB  B.  MEIXBL,   CHimberland  County: 

Wildcats  do  serious  damage  to  Pheasants,  and  I  have  known 
them  to  kill  fox  hounds  In  a  chase.  I  favor  a  bounty  to  be 
paid  by  the  county. 

N.   H.   PARKER,   MoKean   County: 

The  Wildcat  is  too  wild  and  wary  to  visit  residences  much, 
but  occasionally  takes  a  goose,  chicken,  or  a  turkey.  Subsists 
mainly  on  game  in  the  woods;  Rabbits  and  occasionally  a  young 
Deer. 

A.  P.  BREWER,  McKean  County: 

Wildcats  are  quite  plentiful  In  some  localities.  They  do  a 
great  deal  of  damage  to  Pheasants  and  sometimes  to  chickens 
and  turkeys.    I  never  knew  them  to  kill  lambs. 

MERION  E.   KBMERER,   Carbon  County: 

Wildcats  are  nixmerous  in  some  parts  of  our  county,  espec- 
ially in  the  Pine  Swamp.  They  destroy  all  kinds  of  poultry 
and  much  game.  I  favor  a  liberal  bounty  for  their  destruc- 
tion. 

C.  W.  BICKINSON,  MoKean  County: 

Wildcats  are  coimmon  here.  They  live  chiefly  on  small  game 
such  as  birds,  Partridges  (Grouse),  Rabbits  and  sometimes 
they  attack  larger  game.  I  never  knew  one  to  attack  a  per- 
son and  I  have  killed  lots  of  them.  I  have  seen  where  Wild- 
cats have  killed  a  full  grown  deer.  Three  times  In  my  life 
I  have  known  of  Wildcats  killing  Deer.  I  have  known  Wild- 
cats to  kill  sheep  and  poultry.  I  am  in  favor  of  placing  a 
bounty  of  three  dollars  on  the  Wildcat  or  Catamount. 

TUNIS  SMITH,  Wayn«  County: 

Wildcats  are  plentiful.  They  destroy  poultry  but  are  most 
destructive  to  game  and  small  wild  birds.  From  personal  ob- 
servation havQ  never  known  them  to  kill  Deer,  but  have  no 
doubt  that  they  do  destroy  many,  for  while  hunting  Deer  I 
have  seen  where  they  have  followed  them  for  miles.  Have 
never  known  them  to  kill  sheep  or     lambs,  but  I  do  know  of 
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one  instance  where  they  took  young  pigs.  I  think  a  high 
bounty  should  be  paid  for  their  destruction  because  they  are 
so  detrimental  to  game  that  if  something  is  not  done  to  ex- 
terminate them  they  will  destroy  nearly  all  the  game  in  the 
woods,  such  as  Pheasants  and  Rabbits. 

J.  B.  OVIATT,  McKean  Cfounty. 

Wildcats  are  tolerably  common  and  very  destructive  to  game. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  kill  a  good  many  Deer, 
especially  when  the  snow  is  deep  and  crusty.  Have  known 
them  to  kill  lambs,  fowls,  etc.  They  would  not  attack  a  per- 
son unless  in  a  place  where  they  could  not  easily  escape.  I 
favor  a  bounty  of  not  less  than  three  or  more  than  flv€  dol- 
lars. 

DR.   C.   B.   GOLDSBOROUGH.   Adams  County: 

Wildcats  are  tolerably  common  In  the  mountains  of  this 
county.  They  kill  all  kinds  of  feathered  game  and  Rabbits, 
and  are  believed  to  destroy  young  Deer.  Am  not  in  favor  of 
a  bounty  being  paid  for  any  animal. 

JASPER  T.  JENNINGS.  Susquehanna  County: 

Wildcats  are  very  rare;  however,  one  Is  now  and  then  met 
with  In  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  Tears  ago  when  the 
species  was  numerous  in  this  vicinity  poultry  and  lambs  were 
often  destroyed.  I  once  cut  down  a  large  birch  stub  that  was 
hollow  at  the  top,  where  it  had  been  broken  off  some  forty 
feet  from  the  ground,  and  within  the  hollow  I  found  nearly 
half  a  bushel  of  bones  and  the  skulls  of  Rabbits,  Chipmunks. 
Squirrels,  etc..  Intermingled  with  a  mass  of  sticks  and  rotten 
wood  where  a  Wildcat  had  lately  had  its  den  or  nest. 

LINCOLN  WELLS,  Bradford  County: 

Wildcats  are  present  in  some  portions  of  our  county.  They 
do  considerable  damage  to  game  of  different  kinds,  especially 
Grouse,  and  small  wild  birds.  Favor  a  bounty  to  be  paid  by 
State. 

ABRAHAM   NEVELING,   Coalport,   Clearfield   County: 

The  depredations  of  Wildcats  are  of  serious  character.  They 
destroy  Turkeys  and  Geese,  as  well  as  game.  I  have  known  a 
pair  of  Wildcats  to  kill  a  fawn.  Am  in  favor  of  a  bounty  be- 
ing paid  by  the  State. 

29*-n 
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J.  p.  9CHALL,   Northampton  County: 

The  Wildcat  is  not  nuimerouB  but  occasionally  one  is  shot; 
one  of  my  nelgrhbors  killed  one  a  few  years  ago  that  weighed 
forty-two  pounds.  They  generally  live  on  game  and  will  also 
carry  off  poultry. 

J.  AUBAUGH,  Forest  County: 

Wildcats  are  present  in  this  couttty  and  they  are  very  de- 
structive to  poultry,  lambs  and  young  pigs. 

PlfiTH  NELSON,  Jr.,  Clinton  County; 

Wildcats  are  great  destroyers  of  poultry  and  game.  I  have 
seen  one  of  them  kill  a  deer.  Am  in  favor  of  a  bounty  of 
five  dollars. 

S.  H.  HASLET.  Forest  County: 

Wildcats  kill  Pheasants,  Rabbits,  Geese,  Chickens,  Lambs, 
Fawns,  etc. 

THEODORE  DAY,  Wayne  County: 

Wildcats  are  destructive  to  poultry  of  largest  size,  small 
game  and  small  lambs.  The  bounty  of  two  dollars  each  rhould 
remain.  A  few  years  ago  three  (diflferent  ones)  were  seen  in 
one  day  near  the  town  of  Dyberry. 

DR.  E.  F.  BONHAM,  Luzerne  County: 

Wildcats  are  very  destructive  to  game.  There  should*  be  a 
bounty  of  two  dollars  for  each  one  killed. 

JOHN   R.   LEHMAN,   Huntingdon   County: 

Wildcats  destroy  game  and  small  birds:  am  in  favor  of  a 
bounty  being  paid  by  the  State. 

W.   C.   BABOOCK,  Tioga  County: 

Wildcats  destroy  large  quantities  of  game  such  as  Grouse 
and  Rabbits.  They  rarely  venture  In  farming  localities. 
Favor  bounty  being  paid  by  the  State. 

A.  P.  YOUNG,  Columbia  County: 

Wildcats  are  seldom  seen  or  head  of  in  our  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. 
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JOSEPH  P.  McKE3L»VEJT.  Huntingdon  County: 

Wildcats  are  rather  rare  and  they  seMom  are  seen  in  the 
farming  districts. 

ROBT.  H.  CJOL.EMAN,  Lebanon  County: 
Wildcats  are  about  exterminated  in  our  hills. 

DANIEL.  H.   PERSHING,   Westmoreland   County: 
Wildcats  are  too  scarce  in  this  locality  to  do  much  Injury. 

HON.  CHAS.  LUHR,  Elk  County: 

Wildcats  are  present  In  considerable  numbers  In  our  woods; 
they  destroy  more  fawns  and  young  deer  up  to  one  year  than 
any  other  wild  animal.    Favor  bounty  being  paid  by  the  State. 

P.  FRANK  RANGIiER.  Union  County: 

Wildcats  destroy  game.  I  have  killed  several  in  this  county 
but  they  are  rather  rare. 

HON.  N.   B.  CRITCHFIELJD,  Somerset  County: 

Wildcats  are  found  in  the  mountainous  rej?ions  of  our  county, 
hut  their  haunts  are  as  far  from  human  habitations  as  they 
can  get. 

ABNER   FAGUE,   Lycoming  County: 

Wildcats  are  found  only  In  the  mountains,  where,  In  some 
sections,  they  are  rather  plentiful.  Have  known  them  to  kill 
young  deer. 

A.  W.  WRIGHT,  Huntingdon  County: 

Wildcats  destroy  poultry,  game  and  small  wild  birds.  Favor 
a  bounty  to  be  paid  by  the  State. 

G.  C.  BELL,  Wayne  County  : 
Wildcats  kill  poultry,  game  and  small  birds  of  different  kinds. 

B.  ALEXANDER.   Cambria  County: 

Wildcats  cannot  be  said  to  be  numerous  in  our  county;  know 
of  one  to  have  killed  a  deer.    Am  in  favor  of  a  bounty. 

RANDALL  BI9BING,  Monroe  County: 
Wildcats  are  rather  plentiful  in  some  parts  of  our  county, 
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and  some  years  they  do  roucb  damage  to  poultry.  Know  of 
one  instance  where  Wildcats  killed  a  lamb.  Am  in  favor  of 
a  bounty. 

CHAS.   DOTT,  Warren  County: 

Wildcats  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  in  my  locality  to  do 
much  damage  to  either  poultry  or  game. 

M.  B.  TRBSCOTT,  Jjuzeme  County: 

Wildcats  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  some  sections  of  our 
county. 

GEX)RGE  MIUoER.  York  County: 

I  do  not  think  there  are  any  Wildcats  In  our  county  except 
perhaps  in  the  South  mountain. 

E.  E.  BRILHART.  Indiana  County: 
Wildcats  are  rather  numerous  In  some  parts  of  the  county. 

JEREMIAH  PHILJJPPI,  Somerset  County: 

Wildcats  or  catamounts  are  frequently  met  with  in  some 
sections  of  our  county.  They  destroy  a  great  many  Wild  Tur- 
keys and  Pheasants  when  hatching,  and  during  hard  winters 
they  kill  a  good  many  Deer.  I  think  the  State  should  pay  a 
premium  of  five  dollars  on  every  Wildcat. 

J.  H.  VAN  ETTEN.  Pike  County: 

In  1893  nineteen  Wildcats  were  killed  in  this  county.  Wild- 
cats kill  game  and  small  wild  birds;  never  heard  of  them 
killing  poultry.  I  have,  however,  heard  from  a  reliable  source 
that  Wildcats  kill  fawns,  but  I  never  heard  of  them  killing 
lambs  or  calves. 

BEN  J.  A.   FrL.BBRT,   Schuylkill  County: 

The  Wildcat  is  a  rather  rare  inhabitant  of  our  mountainous 
distHcU. 

C.  W.  PENNE3LJU  Wayne  County: 

Wildcats  are  quite  numerous  and  they  destroy  much  poul- 
try and  game. 
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JOHN  PERRY.  McKean  County: 

Wildcats  are  quite  plentiful  here.  They  live  mostlr  on  Rab- 
bits and  Partridges  (Ruffed  Grouse).  I  often  hear  of  them 
catching  lambs  in  the  spring. 

DR.  P.  J.   WAGGDNSE)LLBR,  Snyder  County: 

Wildcats  are  found  to  some  extent,  and  where  tHey  are  will 
do  very  serious  damage  to  poultry,  game,  and  small  wild  birds. 
Pavor-«f  bounty  to  be  paid  by  the  State. 

P.  D.  REXFORD,  Tioga  County: 

Wildcats  are  tolerably  common  in  some  parts  of  our  county. 
They  are  very  destructive  to  poultry  and  small  wild  birds.  Am 
not  in  favor  of  paying  bounties  on  any  animals. 

W.  G.  SARGENT,  Crawford  County: 

Wildcats  are  very  scarce  in  our  county,  hence  do  little  dam- 
age. 

W.  K.  PARK,  Bradford  County: 

Wildcats  are  rather  scairce  in  the  section  of  the  county  where 
I  reside;  have  only  known  two  to  have  been  killed  in  the  last 
three  or  four  years.  Am  in  favor  of  bounty  being  griven  by 
the  State. 

M.  B.  LiTMAN.  Susquehanna  County: 
Wildcats  are  very  rare  in  this  county: 

W.  P.  WAGNER,  Clearfield  County: 

Wildcats  are  tolerably  common.  They  destroy  game  and 
birds.    I  favor  a  bounty  to  be  paid  by  the  State. 

PRED.  L.  KRAEMER,  Lycoming  County: 

Wildcats  are  rare  in  many  sections  of  this  county.  They  de- 
stroy poultry  and  game. 

A.  K.  PIERCE.  Clinton  County: 

Wildcats  only  on  rare  occasions  attack  and  kill  the  young 
of  Deer.    I  do  not  favor  a  bounty  on  any  animal. 
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JAMES  BEIHL.  Union  County: 

Wildcats  kill  game  and  poultry.  Am  in  favor  of  a  bounty 
and  think  it  should  be  paid  by  the  State. 

J.  B.  OVIATT.  Norwich,  McKean  County: 

The  Wildcat  is  the  worst  animal  of  the  whole  lot.  I  have 
had  several  full-grown  sheep  killed  during  the  last  two  sea- 
sons by  the  Wildcat,  and  they  are  destroying  lots  of  game, 
such  as  Pheasants,  Rabbits,  etc.  Have  seen  where  Rabbits 
and  Pheasants  were  killed  this  winter  by  Hawks.  Owls  and 
Foxes. 
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MINK. 
Putorius  vison. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Larger  and  stouter  than  the  Ermine  or  Common  Weasel;  the 
coat  is  BhSLggy  and  tail  bushy;  ears  short;  the  tall,  about  hall 
as  long:  as  the  body,  Is  blackish;  feet  semi-palmate  (half 
webbed).  General  color,  dark  brownish  chestnut.  Som-etimes 
rather  small-sized  individuals  of  this  genus  are  taken  which 
are  of  a  very  dark-brownish  black  color,  and  such  are  known 
to  hunters  and  farmers  as  "black  minks."  The  back  is  usually 
nMirked  with  a  blackish  area,  running  lengthwise  of  the  body. 
The  end  of  the  chin  is  white,  and  the  edges  of  the  upper  lip. 
sometimes,  though  rarely,  are  also  white,  and  the  throat, 
breast  and  belly  are  frequently  marked  with  irregular  patches 
of  white.  Average  weight  about  two  pounds;  average  height 
about  Ave  Inches;  length  fifteen  to  twenty  inches. 

S€tbU<iL—SoTth  America.  Rather  common,  in  suitable  locali- 
ties, throughout  Pennsylvania. 

The  Mink  is  found  generally  throughout  the  State 
and  is  fairly  plentiful.  It  is  expert  at  swimming  and 
diving,  and  able  to  remain  long  under  water,  where  it 
pursues  and  catches  fish,  which  it  frequently  destroys 
in  large  numbers.  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam  says:  "Often- 
times its  destructiveness  in  this  resepet  renders  it  a 
serious  obstacle  to  the  industry  of  fish  culture." 

FOND  OF  BROOK  TROUT. 

Along  some  of  our  mountain  streams,  where  Minks 
are  plentiful,  hunters  and  woodsmen  claim  that  many 
Brook  Trout,  generally  the  large-sized  ones,  are  killed 
by  these  amphibious  depredators. 

CHICKENS  AND  DUCKS  ARE  FAVORITE  FOOD. 

The  Mink  does  much  damage  to  poultry,  especially 
chickens  and  ducks.  Various  kinds  of  wild  birds,  par- 
ticularly ground-nesting  species,  crayfish,  frogs  and 
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reptiles  are  included  in  the  dietary  of  the  Mink ;  and  it 
ia  also  learned  from  the  tegtimony  of  different  writers 
andobservers  that  the  eggs  of  domestic  fowls  are  often 
taken  by  these  nocturnal  plunderers. 

KILL.   PHEASANTS,   QUAIL  AND   RABBITS. 

Sportsmen  despise  and  condemn  Minks  because  of 
the  taste  these  brown-coated  marauders  have  acquired 
for  FheasantSy  Quail,  Babbits  and  Squirrela  Bails 
and  other  marsh-inhabiting  birds  frequenting  a  locality 
where  Minks  resort,  are  often  preyed  upon  by  these 
blood-thirsty  and  keen-scented  quadrupeds. 

Injurious  rodents,  such  as  Mice,  Bats  and  Muskrats, 
90  troiiblesome  on  the  farm,  which  Minks  eat,  do  not, 
we  are  assured  by  eminent  naturalists  who  have  given 
much  attention  to  the  economic  status  of  Minks,  com- 
pensate the  lose  occasioned  by  their  attack  on  barn 
yard  fowls,  fish  and  game. 

The  aquatic  nature  of  the  Mink  is  such  that  it  is 
usually  found  inhabiting  the  borders  of  streams,  mill 
ponds  or  dams.  When  Minks  take  up  a  residence  in 
or  near  the  farmer's  poultry  house,  as  is  frequently  the 
case,  they  have  been  known  to  destroy  every  fowl  in  the 
place  in  a  short  time. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  that  the  Mink  feeds  upon  in- 
sects; thid  may  be  true,  but  as  I  have  only  examined 
the  stomach  contents  of  four  of  these  animals  captured 
at  a  period  of  the  year  when  insect  life  was  abundant, 
and  neither  of  them  showed,  on  dissection,  any  evideneo 
of  such  food,  I  am  not,  of  course,  prepared  to  confirm 
or  deny  the  statement. 

A   MUSCULAR  ANIMAL. 

The  average  weight  of  an  adult  Mink  is  about  two 
pounds,  and  for  an  animal  so  small  it  is  astonishing  to 
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observe  the  great  strength  it  possesses.  Dr.  Merriam 
cit€«  an  instance  where  a  Mink  "was  known  to  drag  a 
mallard  duck  more  than  a  mile,  to  get  it  to  its  hole, 
where  it  was  joined  by  its  mate." 

The  Mink  can  be  easily  taken  in  steel  traps  or  dead- 
falls; it  is  remarkably  tenacious  of  life  and  will  live 
for  many  hours  struggling  under  the  pressure  of  a 
pole  or  log  which  squeezes  its  body  almost  flat.  Au- 
dubon and  Bachman  relate  a  case  where  they  found  a 
live  Mink  under  a  dead-fall  with  a  pole  acro«»  its  body, 
held  down  by  a  weight  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty 
pounds,  beneath  which  it  had  struggled  for  nearly  a 
whole  day.  The  steel  trap  which  is  commonly  em- 
ployed for  catching  Minks  should  be  concealed  with 
ordinary  care,  and  baited  with  fish,  a  small  bird  or  the 
head  of  either  a  Pheasant,  duck  or  chicken. 

PISH  OIL  AIiLURE»  THE  MINK. 

•'Professional  trapipers,"  Dr.  C.  Hart  Meniam  writes,  "find 
the  Mink  attracted  by  the  smell  of  an  oil  made  from  fish  that 
have  been  allowed  to  decay,  in  a  loosely  corked  bottle  placed 
In  the  sun. 

'*The  odor  from  this  oil  is  said  to  be  effective  at  a  considerable 
distance,  and  a  few  drops  of  it  will  often  entice  a  Mink  into 
the  trap  when  no  bait  is  visible." 

The  following  extracts,  taken  from  letters  on  file  in 
our  office,  and  which  have  been  kindly  sent  us  by  farm- 
ers, naturalists  and  sportsmen,  show  very  clearly  the 
character  of  depredations  done  by  this  animal. 

THE  MINK  AS  A  DEJSTROYBR  OF  POULTRY  AND  GAME. 
MR.  PIERSON,  Dysart,  Pa.: 

Have  known  of  hundreds  of  geese,  ducks  and  turkeys  and 
also  chickens  to  be  killed  by  Weasels,  Minks,  Skunks  and 
Poxes.  A  Weasel  killed  thirty-four  chickens  in  one  night;  a 
Mink,  tbree  ducks  in  one  night;  a  Pox.  two  geese  in  on^  night; 
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a  Skunk,  two  chickens  in  one  night;  a  Mink, -two  chickens  in 
one  night,  at  different  times  at  my  place.  Could  cite  a  hundred 
similar  cases.  This  county  loses  over  $6,000  a  year  from  Foxes. 
Minks  and  Weasels. 

C.  P.  MOTT.  Mllford,  Pa.: 

Minks  too  few  to  cut  any  great  figure,  but  more  than  needed. 
They  love  the  farmer's  poultry  and  are  loath  to  be  satisfied  with 
less  than  the  whole  coop. 

F.  H.  FASSETT,  Meshoppen,  Pa.: 

About  one  year  ago  one  of  my  neighbors  losl  three  or  four 
grown  chickens  by  a  <Mink;  was  finally  caught. 

THOS.  SEABORNE.  NewUn.  Pa.: 

Minks  are  very  destructive  to  poultry.  When  they  attack 
poultry,  they  kill  the  whole  flock  before  they  stop;  only  eating, 
perhaips,  part  of  one  or  two  at  most. 

GEO.  PERMAR,  New  Castle,  Pa.: 

Minks  are  very  plentiful  in  some  localities,  and  they  are  es- 
pecially destructive  to  our  hen  roosts. 

C.  K.  SOBER,  Lewisburg,  Union  County: 

Minks  are  great  destroyers  of  poultry.  Some  years  ago  on 
the  farm  a  family  of  Minks  took  up  their  abode  under  a  pig 
pen,  and  before  we  were  aware  of  their  presence  they  had 
killed  not  less  than  one-hundred  and  flfty  chickens,  large  and 
small.  Finally,  when  the  marauders  were  located,  we  were 
obliged  to  tear  down  the  pen  and  killed  two  old  and  five  young 
ones,  the  latter  about  one-third  grown. 

JOHN  L.  KLINE,  Liverpool,  Perry  County: 

Minks  are  very  destructive  to  game  and  poultry.  I  have 
known  the  Mink  to  kill  as  high  as  thirty  to  forty  ducks  in  one 
night.  I  have  known  them  to  enter  a  chicken  coop  and  kill 
as  high  as  twenty  chickens. 

J.  M.  DUMiM,  Mackeyville,  Clinton  County: 

Two  years  ago  my  next  neighbor  had  fifty  young  chickens 
killed  in  one  night;  I  went  to  his  home  with  my  dog,  but  we  could 
not  cat«h  the  supposed  Mink.    The  following  morning  my  other 
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neighbor  across  the  way  had  about  sixty  young  chickens  de- 
stroyed. The  dog  barked  at  a  stone  pile  In  the  yard,  and,  with 
some  help,  we  killed  six  three-fourths  grown  Minks,  the  old  one 
escaping. 

H.   K.   MENSCH,   Muncy   Station,   Lycoming  County: 
Minks  are  plentiful  and  do  much  damage  to  poultry. 

R.  S.  STOVDR,  Livonia,  Centre  County: 
Minks  are  bad  on  chickens  in  summer. 

HON.  A.  L.  MARTIN,  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County: 

A  Mink  broke  in  my  chicken  house  and  one  night  cut  the 
throats  of  thirty-seven  chickens  eight  weeks  old;  different 
nights  did  other  injuries  until  captured. 

HON.  N.  F.  UNDERWOOD,  Lake  Como,  Wayne  County: 

Minks  still  common  here;  sometimes  destructive  to  poultry; 
will  kill  more  than  they  can  eat  or  carry  away.  Know  of  one 
case  as  follows:  A  brother-in-law  of  mine  found  that  something 
was  killing  off  his  chickens;  after  losing  a  number  he  took  those 
that  were  left  alive  and  put  them  on  the  barn  floor,  turning  a 
large  dry  goods  box  over  them;  the  next  morning  he  found 
them  all  killed  and  a  Mink  in  the  box.  The  Mink  had  squeezed 
himself  through  a  small  aperture  between  one  edge  of  the 
box  and  the  floor,  and  gorged  himself  on  chicken  until  he  was 
too  large  to  squeeze  out.  Fishermen  here  say  that  Minks  are 
very  destructive  to  the  trout  in  our  streams. 

JOHN  F.  THOMAS,   Carrolltown,   Cambria  County: 

The  Mink  does  much  damage  in  poultry  yards,  particularly 
those  situated  near  creeks  or  near  the  head  of  a  minor  tribu- 
tary. In  this  locality  they  are  often  taken  with  the  common 
steel  trap  when  on  their  predatory  expeditions.  The  Mink 
travels  generally  in  the  night,  but  they  have  been  caught  in 
daylight. 

A.  W.  RHOADS,  Wilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  County: 

I  had  a  large  flock  of  ducks  which  were  destroyed  by  a  Mink 
and  Weasel  which  I  saw  along  the  brook  frequented  by  the 
ducks. 

The  Weasel,  Mink  and  Red  Pox  destroy  fowls. 

It  has  been,  for  years,  a  custom  among  a  few  enthusiastic 
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eportsmen,  like  myself,  to  poison  with  strychnine  Skunks, 
Foxes  and  Wildcats,  by  the  use  of  fresh  *meat  or  sparrows  Im- 
paled on  a  stick  and  placed  on  old  roads  and  paths  In  the 
snow.  The  Weasel  and  Mink  are  trapped  with  the  ordinary 
sprine  trap. 

C.  W.  PBNNEIiL.,  Hemlock  Hollow,  Wayne  County: 

A  Mink  visited  my  mother's  hen  roost  and  killed  nine  grown 
chickens  the  first  night,  and  the  second  night  finished  the 
flock;  the  third  night  they  caught  him  in  a  steel  trap.  Think 
the  State  should  pay  a  bounty  on  Minks. 

W.  B.  K.  JOHNSON.  Allentown.  Lrehigh  County: 
I  saw  a  Mink  take  a  chicken  in  broad  daylight. 

J.  B.  OVIATT,  Norwich,  McKean  County: 

Minks  are  v-ery  destructive  to  birds,  fowls  and  game,  such 
as  Partridges,  Rabbits,  etc. 

N.  G.  BUNNELL,  Vosburg,  Wyoming  County: 

Minks  are  scarce,  but  sometimes  a  few  follow  streams  from 
the  river,  and  are  bad  on  poultry. 

GEORGE  M.  DAY,  Dy berry.  Wayne  County: 

We  lost  sixty  out  of  eighty-five  chickens  the  past  summer 
by  Minks. 

J.  S.  GAY.  Terry  town.  Bradford  County: 

I  have  known  a  Mink  to  catch  twenty-seven  hens  in  two 
nights. 

W.  M.  BENNINGER,  Walnutport,  Northampton  County: 

Minks  and  Weasels  have  done  great  damage  to  our  poultry; 
they  have  killed  hundreds  of  young  chickens  for  me  and  my 
neighbors,  and  we  find  them  very  dlfTlcult  to  eradicate. 

EMIL  ULRIOH,  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  County: 

My  wife  shot  a  mink  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  carrying 
away  a  young  brahma  chicken  almost  as  big  as  himself,  and  I 
have  missed  many  eggs  taken  by  Minks;  they  do  not  destroy 
or  suck  the  eggs  in  the  nest,  but  take  them  away;  but  when 
it  came  to  the  nest  egg  made  of  porcelain,  they  found  out  the 
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mistake  and  shortly  dropped  it.  YounK  duclis  were  always 
lost  when  bis  enousrh  to  so  to  water;  one  after  another  would 
disappear,  and  I  lay  this  to  the  Mink. 

K  M.  CASTETTER,  Oreen  Burr,  Clinton  County: 

People  livinfiT  at  a  distance  from  streams  do  not  know  what 
a  pest  Minks  are.  but  those  who  live  close  to  the  streams 
know  all  about  them,  for  they  hav«  to  shut  their  poultry  houses 
very  close;  if  they  neglect  it  once,  they  can  be  sure  they  will 
lose  the  whole  stock,  as  the  Mink  will  not  stop  at  one  or  half 
a  dozen,  but  as  long  as  they  can  find  a  living  chicken  they  will 
kill.  Not  over  a  week  ago  a  farmer  lost  forty-eight  chickens 
in  one  night.  They  really  destroy  more  poultry  on  an  average 
than  the  Fox.  There  should  be  a  good  bounty  on  them,  not 
less  than  H.OO  for  each  Mink. 

GEORGE    Q.    HUTCHINSON,    Warriors'    Mark.    Huntingdon 
County: 

Minks  are  numerous  along  the  streams  in  this  region.  Have 
known  one  Mink  to  kill  thirty  chickens  in  a  night. 

JOHN  KELLOW,  Carley  Brook,  Wayne  County: 

Minks  are  partial  to  poultry,  and  act  similarly  to  the  Wea- 
sel; that  is.  bite  thent  in  the  neck  and  suck  the  blood  ancl  leave 
the  carcass;  have  known  fifteen  hens  in  one  coop  killed  in  one 
night  by  Mink. 

P.  M.  McKEEHAN,  Ferguson.  Perry  County: 

Tolerably  common  along  our  streams.  Are  destructive  to 
poultry  and  fish,  especially  if  they  breed  near  your  residence. 
I  live  on  the  Uttle  Buffalo  creek,  and  have  lost  many  dollars 
worth  of  poultry  since  here  (1876.) 

TOWNSEND  PRICE.  Canadensis.  Monroe  County: 

Minks  are  destructive  to  poultry,  game  and  fish,  and  they 
catch  a  great  many  chickens  and  ducks. 

BNOS  BLOOM,  New  Millport.  Clearfield  County: 

I  think  the  Mink  to  be  the  most  destructive  to  poultry  of 
any  and  all  enemies.  I  could,  if  required,  enumerate  by  the 
hundreds  chickens  that  were  killed  by  the  Minks  In  our  valley. 
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C.  R.  NOYE5S.  Weatport,  Pa.: 

The  Minks  destroy  poultry,  both  chickens  and  turkeys,  but 
they  also  destroy  rats  and  mice  in  large  quantities;  on  the 
whole,  perhaps,  one  will  balance  the  other. 

J.  K.  BIRD,  Mlllville,  Sullivan  County: 

The  Mink  is  scarce;  he  destroys  poultry  and  is  very  destruc- 
tive. 

D.  KISTL.ER.   Kistler,  Pa.: 

The  Minks  are  plenty  and  destroy  a  grreat  deal  of  poultry. 

T.  H.  HARTBR,  Bellefonte,  Centre  County: 

The  Mink  is  very  destructive  to  Pheasant  or  common 
Grouse. 

ZIBA  SCOTT,  Spring  Brook,  Lackawanna  County: 

The  Mink  is  a  v-ery  mischievous  little  scamp;  he  is  full  of 
tricks;  he  likes  to  kill  chickens  for  their  blood;  if  he  gets  in  a 
chicken  coop  he  seldom  leaves  one  alive;  One  got  in  my 
mother's  coop  one  night,  killing  thirty-five  chickens,  but  we 
put  a  dog  on  his  trail  in  the  morndng.  run  him  into  a  hole  and 
killed   him.    He   also   catches   Rabbits   and   Pheasants. 

JOHN   NELSON,   Talley   Cavey,   Allegheny   County: 

The  Mink  is  notorious:  he  killed  many  of  our  duoks  and 
chickens;  if  he  can  get  in  the  coop  at  night  he  leaves  none  to 
tell  the  tale;  will  carry  off  chickens  nearly  half  grown.  Minks 
are  very  fond  of  eggs. 

JOSIAH  PILE,  New  Lexington,   Somerset  County: 

Sometime  ago  there  were  eighteen  full  grown  chickens  killed 
in  my  chicken  house  in  one  night,  all  bit  about  the  head  and 
neck;  I  found  the  place  where  the  thief  entered,  set  a  trap  and 
caught  a  Mink.  Another  time  there  were  ten  killed,  and  still 
another  time  twelve  killed,  all  In  the  same  way.  Caught  a 
Mink  every  time. 
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ADDITIONAL    NOTES    ON    FOOD    OF    MINKS. 


N«me    and    AAdvm    of    Ob- 
server. 


L.  C.  Oberlln.  Schmlokebor*. 
Pa. 

J.     L.     Bnmnen.     Eixchange. 

Pa. 
Noah    H.    Parker.    Oardeau, 

Pa. 
W.  J.   Stull.   Coalport.    Pa.... 

J.  W.  Van  Kirk.  MIRon.  Pa., 


Jaoper  T  Jennlncs.   New  Mil- 
fcTd.    Pa. 


S.   S.  Thomas,   Lynn,   Pa.. 


G.  C.  Bell,  Maplewood,  Pa.,.. 

Melanthan      Mench.      Mifflln- 
burc.   Pa. 


C.  W.  Dickinson,  Norwich,  Destroy  chickens 
Pa  and  ducks. 

Tboa.  B.  Darllncton,  Westi  Destroy  poultry, 
Clie«ter.  Pa. 


Poultry. 


Dertroy    chickens 
and  turkeys. 

Destroy  chickens 

Destroy  chickens. 

Destroy  chickens. 

Deatroy  ducks,    ., 

Destroy  poultry,   . 

Destroy    chickens. 

Destroy    chickens, 

Destroy    chickens 
and  ducks. 


Remarks. 


Have  known  a  mink  to 
kiU  M  or  40  in  one 
nlffht. 


They  also  destroy  fish 
and  mice. 

»  were  killed  in  one 
nlcht   by   a  mink. 

On  one  occasion  I  lost 
elffht  ducks;  each  was 
bitten  In  the  neck. 

They  usually  disturb 
poultry  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  streams 
they  frequent 

A  mink  will  frequently 
kill  all  the  chickens  In 
a  roost. 

They  also  destroy  many 
flah. 

A  mink  destroyed  threp 
old  ducks  and  1%  mar- 
ketable olilckana. 


Minks  and  weasels  are 
both  poultry  lovlns 
pests. 


THE    MINK    AS    A    FISHERMAN. 
MR.  PIERSON,  Dysart,  Pa.: 

Minks  destroy  an  immense  amount  of  trout  here.  They 
catch  them  after  they  run  them  under  stones  or  logs  when 
they  have  them  cornered.  I,  on  one  occasion,  trailed  a  Mink 
that  cauerht  from  fifteen  to  twenty  trout  In  one  night  and  eat 
part  of  each. 

A.   W.   RHOADS,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.: 

I  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  catching  of  fish  by  Minks 
and  Raccoons;  they  dive  for  them  in  shallow   waters. 

MR.   ARTHUR  MARTIN.   Sandy  Lake,  Pa.: 
Minks  have  killed  many  fish  in  our  ponds. 

HON.  GERARD  C.  BROWN,  Yortcana,  Pa.: 

Minks  are  still  around  brooks  and  are  good  fishers.  A  Mink 
won't  take  long  to  clean  out  a  small  trout  pond. 
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JOHN  M.  BUCKALrDW,  Flshlngr  Creek,  Columbia  County,  Pa.: 
Minks  destroy  fish;   sink  down   in   the   water   to   catch  and 
come  to  \he  surface  to  consume.      Minks    are  numerous    and 
a  damage  to  the  cominunlties  where  found. 

SAMUEL  M.  DOWNS,  Mauch  Chunk.  Pa.: 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  but  reports  of  Mink  depre- 
dations to  flsh  are  common;  having  a  senU-palmated  foot  and 
being  expert  swimmers  and  divers  they  experience  little  diffi- 
culty In  capturing  such  prey. 

PRED.  W.  WELD,  Sugar  Grove,  Warren  County,  Pa.: 

I  have  occasionally  seen  dead  fish  along  Stillwater  creek 
killed  and  partially  eaten  by  Minks,  but  have  never  observed 
their  method  of  capture. 

E.  W.  CAMPBELL,  West  Pittston,  Luzerne  County,  Pa.: 

Trout  have  been  killed  by  Minks,  as  they  have  been  caught 
at  It. 

H.  C.  KIRKPATRICK,  Meadvllle.  Crawford  County,  Pa.: 

I  have  only  seen  the  Mink  fishing.  Once  when  duck  shoot- 
ing In  Conneaut  Marsh  I  noticed  a  great  conunotlon  In  the 
water  Just  beneath  an  oak  tree  which  overhung  the  water; 
thinking  It  might  be  a  Wood  Duck  I  made  a  large  circle  and 
came  out  under  the  tree;  crawling  up  to  where  I  could  look 
over  the  bank  I  saw  a  large  Mink  about  ten  feet  from  me;  It 
seemed  to  be  hunting  In  the  weeds  for  something;  In  a  moment 
It  disappeared  under  the  water.  In  about  fifteen  or  twenty  sec- 
onds it  reappeared  with  something  In  Its  mouth  and  swimming 
to  shore  Jumped  out  on  the  bank  where  It  shook  It  as  a  dog 
shakes  a  rat;  after  It  was  apparently  dead  the  Mink  dropped 
It  and  sniffed  around  It  a  few  times  and  disappeared  In  the 
underbrush.  Then  I  went  to  where  the  object  was  lying  and 
found  It  to  be  a  large  species  of  Salamander  about  one  foot 
long.  Although  they  are  not  a  flsh,  It  Illustrates,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  Mink's  manner  of  fishing  for  that  kind  of  game. 

OTTO  BEHR,  Lopez,  Sullivan  County,  Pa.: 

Minks  are  very"  good  fishers.  Saw  one  come  out  of  the  open 
riffle  in  winter  with  a  large  trout  In  Its  mouth,  which  It  had 
caught  across  Its  back;  on  another  occasion  I  caught  one 
Sragging  a  good-sized  eel  along  in  the  snow.    They  sometimes 
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get   Into  chicken  coops  and   kill   a  dozen  or  more   fowls  In  a 
sinsrle  night. 

W.  J.  STUDLs  Coalport.  Clearfield  County,  Pa.: 

Mr.  Thomas  Millen  informs  me  that  a  Mink  has  taken  quite 
a  number  of  fish  from  his  fish  pond  by  diving  or  plungrlng  after 
them. 

PAUL  SWINGLE,  South  Canaan.  Wayne  County,  Pa.: 

Minks  are  very  destructive  to  fish;  they  swim  through  the 
water  and  catch  them. 

S.  S.  THOMAS,  Lynn,  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.: 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  a  large  number  of  cat-fish  and  one 
eel  in  a  box  in  my  spring  drain.  Their  continued  disappear- 
ance (the  eel  among  the  rest)  surprised  tne,  but  I  one  day  dis- 
covered as  many  as  twenty  of  the  bull-heads  (cat-fish)  piled 
up  under  a  log  near  by.  A  steel  trap  stopped  the  theft  and 
added  half  a  dollar  to  the  youngsters'  pocket  money  in  the 
way  of  Mink  bounty. 

ZIBA  SCOTT,  Spring  Brook,  Lackawanna  County,  Pa.: 

The  Mink  likes  fish;  brook  trout  suits  him  best  if  he  can  get 
them.  He  is  an  expert  swimmer;  goes  under  the  water  and 
catches  them  easily.  I  have  shot  two  within  the  past  year 
with  trout  in  their  mouths.  The  last  one  had  a  trout  eight 
inches  long. 

C.  P.  MOTT,  Milford,  Pike  County,  Pa.: 
Minks  undoubtedly  kill  many  fish. 

GEARY  C.  BELL.  Maplewood,   Wayne  County,   Pa.: 

A  Mink  got  into  a  carp  pond  last  winter  and  destroyed  a 
great  many  carp,  some  of  which  were  nearly  two  feet  long. 

J.  B.  OVIATT,  Norwich,  McKean  County,  Pa.: 

Have  often  seen  where  Minks  have  caught  fish  in  winter 
time  and  have  brought  them  on  shore  and  eat  or  hid  them. 
Minks  have  no  trouble  in  catching  fish  when  the  water  is  low. 

J.  C.  HEYLEJR,  Nauvoo,  Tioga  County,  Pa.: 

Minks  destroy  poultry  and  birds,  but  the  greatest  damage 
done  by  them  is  to  brook  trout,  which  is  their  principal  living; 
they  also  catch  other  flsh,  but  trout  is  their  favorite  fish  diet. 
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H.  C.  DORWORTH,  Oil  City,  Venango  County,   Pa.: 

Have  seen  a  Mink  catch  a  trout  In  one  of  our  neighboring 
streams,  In  the  winter,  by  diving  under  the  overhanging  banks 
(where  the  trout  usually  stay  In  winter)  and  catch  the  trout 
as  they  attempted  to  swim  past  him.  Minks,  two  years  ago, 
killed  all  the  carp,  forty  in  number,  in  a  pond  on  Sage  run. 
As  these  fish  work  down  in  the  mud  In  winter,  the  Minks  had 
no  difficulty  In  catching  them. 

GEORGE  FRANCE,  Ariel.   Wayne  County,  Pa.: 

The  Mink  destroys  flsh,  particularly  brook  trout,  and  he  is 
also  very  destructive  to  domestic  fowls,  especially  chickens. 

EMIL  ULRICH,  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  County,  Pa.: 

Minks  destroy  fish,  particularly  brook  trout,  and  they  usually 
catch  the  largest  ones  they  find  in  the  deep  holes. 

JOHN  KELi.OW.  Carley  Brook,  Wayne  County,  Pa.: 

Minks  are  at  home  under  the  water,  where  they  readily  cap- 
ture flsh.    They  annually  destroy  great  numbers  of  trout. 

W.  R.  PARK,  Athens,  Bradford  County,  Pa.: 

Minks  are  expert  fishermen.  They  kill  large  numbers  of 
trout.    I  once  shot  a  Mink  with  a  large  trout  in  its  mouth. 

SILAS  FRAMTON,  Coalport,   Clearfield   County: 

DuTing  the  trout  season  of  1896,  Mr.  H.  A.  Wagrner,  of  this 
place,  and  myself,  were  fishing  on  Bell  Run— a  tributary  of  the 
Junlata^when  I  saw  a  Mink  dart  Into  the  water  and  come 
up  with  a  good-sized  trout;  we  watched  him  make  four  trips 
and  each  time  he  came  up  with  a  trout.  I  shot  at  it  then  with 
an  ordinary  revolver,  but,  owing  to  the  distance,  missed  it.  On 
another  trip  in  1896  I  saw  an  ordinary  Garter  Snake  come  up 
out  of  the  water  with  a  trout  In  Its  mouth.  I  tried  to  kill  it 
but  it  got  under  some  drift  and  I  could  not  catch  it. 

J.   F.  REYNOLDS,  Carbondale,  Lackawanna  County: 

Have  seen  positive  evidence  of  the  fact  that  Brook  Trout 
have  been  destroyed  by  Minks. 

E.  J.  STURDBVANT.  Forksvllle,   Sullivan  County: 
Minks  kill  many  trout.    They  also  destroy  poultry  and  game. 
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A.  W.  COL.EGROVE,  Smethport,  McKean  County: 
Otter  and  Mink  destroy  fish. 

J.  S.  TILLOSTON,  TlUoston,  Crawford  County: 

I  know  of  an  instance  where  a  Mink  in  one  evening  killed 
from  ten  to  fifteen  carp. 

H.   H.   RANATT,   Pipersville,   Bucks  County: 
Have  seen  Mink  flshins. 

B.  F.  FRITZ,  Divide,  Columbia  County: 

Fish  in  Little  Fishing  Creek  suffer  from  Foxes,  Minks  and 
Hawks. 

G.  S.  TURNER,  West  Hickory,  Forest  County: 

I  have  seen  Minks  catching  fish  in  small  streams;  have  seen 
Cranes,  Great  Blue,  Night  and  Green  Herons  catching  fish. 
It  is  common  report  that  one  Crane  on  a  trout  stream  will 
catch  almost  all  the  trout  in  it  in  one  season. 

PAUL  A.   OLIVER,   Oliver's  Mills,  Luzerne  County: 

Have  seen  Mink  catching  Brook  Trout. 

F.  C.  FIEH^D,  Balsam,  Tioga  County: 

Have  seen  fish  destroyed  by  Minks;  they  also  destroy  much 
poultry. 

D.  F.  LEWIS,  Gillett,  Bradford  County: 
I  have  caught  the  Mink  catching  large  fish. 

GEORGE  O.  CONNELL,  Columbia  X  Roads,  Bradford  County: 
Have  seen   fish   destroyed  by   Minks  and   Muskrats. 

From  these  quotations  it  will  be  seen  that  Minks  un- 
questionably are  great  destroyers  of  fish,  while  it  is 
well  known  that  they  will  catch  and  feed  upon  almost 
any  species  of  the  finny  tribe  which  they  can  secure. 
These  amphibious  animals  have,  there  is  little  doubt,  a 
preference  for  the  toothsome  and  beautiful  brook  trout 
The  number  of  trout  which  Minks  annually  kill  about 
our  mountain  streams  is  no  doubt  considerable. 
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RACCOON. 
Procyon  lotor. 

DESCRIPTION. 

An  animal  of  an  inquisitive  turn  of  mind,  as  its  longr  nose 
and  moveable  naked  snout  would  indicate.  Its  nails  are  not 
covered  by  hair  and  they  are  also  long,  sharp  and  hooked, 
like  claws,  and  "are  used  in  an  almost  human  manner."  Its 
head  is  round  rather  than  long,  with  low  erect  ears,  that  are 
covered  with  hair  on  both  sides  and  rounded  above;  its  tail 
is  about  one-third  its  length  and  is  very  bushy,  has  some 
four  or  five  rings  of  black  alterxkating  with  rusty  white  inter- 
spaces, all  being  of  equal  width.  Its  feet  on  the  soles  are 
naked,  otherwise  it  is  clothed  with  two  kinds  of  hair,  the  inner 
one  like  wool,  soft  and  finer  than  the  outer,  which  is  long  and 
coarse.    Length  thirty  to  thirty-six  inches. 

.HoMtot.— Generally  distributed  in  United  States  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

A  POULTRY  THIEF. 

He  is  a  thief  and  aunojance  to  poulterer  and  farmer; 
he  will  feast  to  satiety  ou  a  nest  of  eggs;  nor  are  his 
depredations  in  the  poultry  yard  confined  to  eggs  alone, 
for  letters  are  constantly  received  at  this  Department 
from  various  counties,  telling  of  losses  among  the 
chickens  themselves.  The  most  serious  one  comes  to  us 
from  Mr.  A.  Judson  Smith,  New  Millpoii:,  Clearfield 
county,  who  says  that  in  one  month  he  lost  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  dollars  worth  of  hens  from  the  vis- 
its of  a  Raccoon.  W.  G.  Bunnell,  Vo^burg,  Wyoming 
county,  writes  that  a  Racco<m,  which  he  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  catch  in  a  trap,  killed  some  twenty-five  chick- 
ens in  two  nights.  Mr.  M.  E.  Kemerer,  Weissport,  Car- 
bon county,  says:  **Raccoons  kill  chickens  or  any  kind 
of  poultry:"  and  Noah  H.  Parker,  of  McKean  county, 
asserts  that  this  animal  "will  kill  fowls  whenever  he 
gets  a  good  chance,  and  do  considerable  damage." 
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FEASTS  ON  CORN. 

Audubon  says: 

"No  negro  on  a  plantation  knows  with  more  accuracy  when 
the  corn  (maize)  is  juicy  and  ready  for  the  connoisseur  In 
roasting  ears;  and  he  does  not  need  the  aid  of  a  Are  to  im- 
prove, but  attacks  it  more  voraciously  than  the  Squirrel  or 
Blackbird  and  is  the  last  to  quit  the  cornfield." 

Further  on  this  same  writer  says: 

"When  the  Indian  corn  is  ripening  the  Raccoon  invades  the 
fields  to  feast  on  the  rich  milky  grain,  as  we  have  Just  stated, 
and  as  the  stalks  are  too  weak  to  bear  the  weight  of  these 
marauders  they  generally  break  them  down  with  the  fore- 
paws,  tear  off  the  husks  from  the  ears,  and  then  munch  them 
at  their  leisure." 

On  this  line  adnces  reach  us  from  numerous  corre- 
spondents throughout  the  State,  showing  the  love  tiiese 
animals  have  acquired  for  green  corn,  and  the  damage 
done. 

AS  A  FISHERMAN. 

Its  long  hooked  claws  serve  it  in  fishing,  and  frogs, 
shell  fish  and  soft-shelled  turtle  eggs  are  dainty  bits 
for  him.  A  number  of  complaints  have  reached  this 
ofl9oe  from  fishermen  in  different  sections  of  our  moun- 
tainous regions,  where  Brook  Trout  and  Raccoons  both 
are  plentiful,  that  these  latter  animals  destroy  many 
of  the  speckled  beauties.  Our  informants  claim  that 
the  greatest  amount  of  damage  is  done  to  Brook  Trout 
when  the  waters  of  the  streams  are  low.  The  Raccoon 
also  destroys  other  species  of  fish  which  he  is  able  to 
catch  in  streams  and  along  the  margins  of  ponds  and 
pools. 

FEEDS  ON  BIRDS*  BGQ8. 

According  to  diflPerent  writers  and  observers  the  Rae- 
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coonfreqaentlT  fet^B  on  the  eggs  of  different  species  of 
birds.     He  is  an  expert  climber  and  br  reason  of  this 
fact,  it  is  asserted,  he  freqaentlv  despoils  the  homes  of 
the  feathered  tribes  which  are  built  in  trees. 
Andabon  sars: 

"TTie  Raccoon  ascends  trets  with  fac.iity  ani  fre<juenily  in- 
vade* the  nest  of  the  Woo:Jpecker.  althoui^h  u  may  be  secure 
against  or  3. nary  lh:eves,  by  means  of  fore-feet,  getting:  hold 
of  the  egi?s  or  youngr  birds." 

Ground  nesting  species,  such  as  Buffed  Grouse  and 
the  Wild  Turkey,  hunters  claim,  are  occasionally  de- 
stroyed by  the  inquisitive  Kacroon. 

AN    ENJOYABLE   RECREATION. 

A  'coon  hunt  means  both  pleasure  and  profit  for  its 
participants.  The  excitement  attendant  on  the  chase 
itself — the  cool  night  air — the  excited  yelping  of  the 
dogs — the  false  starts  and  then  the  true  find;  the  lan- 
terns throwing  their  brightest  light  at  the  base  of  the 
trees  around  i^hich  the  dogs  are  wildly  leaping,  cast- 
ing deep  shadows  op  and  beyond;  but  they  are  neither 
too  deep  nor  too  black  to  prevent  our  discovering,  high 
up  and  on  the  extremity  of  a  limb,  that  for  which  we 
left  the  warm  house  and  cozy  fireside.  Now  the  excite- 
ment 18  at  its  hei^t;  the  dogs  are  bounding  madly 
against  the  tree  trunk,  their  duty  fulfilled  in  having 
successfully  piloted  us  thus  far,  and  urging  us  to  our 
part  of  the  program  with  sharp,  shrill  bark.  If  the 
tree  is  a  slight  one  a  few  shakes  will  bring  our  quarry 
heavily  to  the  ground,  but  if  it  is  one  of  the  "Monarchs" 
then  the  steady  stroke  of  the  axe  is  heard;  and  we 
watch  with  breathless  anxiety  as  the  tree  with  its  ani- 
mal food  begins  to  bend  slowly  earthward,  then  more 
rapidly,  until  it  com(*«  craving  down  and  the  dogs  end 
— as  they  had  begun — the  doings  of  that  'coon  hunt. 
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HUNTED  FOR  BOTH   FLEiSH  AND  FUR. 

His  pelt  means  money  to  the  successful  'coon  hunter, 
for  his  fur  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  robes,  coats, 
capes,  etc.  In  the  line  of  this  animal  being  a  good  arti- 
cle for  food,  C.  L.  Herrick,  in  Bulletin  No.  7,  the  Mam- 
mals of  Minn.,  says: 

"The  omnivorous  and  especially  the  insectivorous  habits  of 
this  animal  render  it  especially  subject  to  internal  parasites, 
in  spite  of  the  most  remarkable  precautions,  which  either  ex- 
perience or  natural  taste  has  developed  in  its  eating  habits. 
An  instance  was  seen  where  the  body  of  a  Raccoon  which  had 
been  exposed  in  the  market  with  other  meats,  was  literally  filled 
with  worms  of  the  genus  FKlaria^  several  inches  long,  and 
these  filled  with  living  embryos  In  all  stages  of  development." 

Audubon  says  relating  to  this: 

"In  the  dreary  months  of  winter  should  you  be  encannped 
in  any  of  the  great  western  forests,  obliged  by  the  pitiless 
storm  to  remain  for  some  days,  as  we  have  been,  you  will  not 
be  unthankful  if  you  have  a  fat  Raccoon  suspended  on  a  tree 
above  your  camp,  for  when  kept  a  while  the  fiesh  of  this 
species  is  both  tender  and  well  flavored." 


WHAT    FARMERS    AND   SPORTSMEN    SAY    ABOUT    RAC- 
COONS. 

J.  B.  OVIATT,  Norwich,  McKean  County: 

Raccoons  catch  fish  in  the  open  spring  runs  in  the  winter 
time;  Brook  Trout  are  frequently  numerous  in  warm  spring 
brooks  during  the  winter  time.  They  do  but  little  damage  to 
farmers. 

JEREMIAH  PHILIPS,  Garrett.  Somerset  County: 

The  way  Raccoon,  Mink  and  Otter  catch  fish  is  in  small 
streams  and  ponds  when  the  water  gets  low,  and  the  fish  have 
no  chance  to  hide  from  them. 

W.  C.  BAiBCOGK,  Blossburg,  Tioga  County: 

Raccoons  will  visit  corn  fields  when  they  are  located  near 
the  woods.  The  sport  they  furnish  the  farmer  and  neigh- 
bors make  pp  for  t|ie  smal)  Joss  In  corn. 
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J  AS.  S.  NBASE,  Washington,  Washington  County: 

Raccoons.  I  have  not  seen  any  damage  done  by  them.  They 
are  said  to  eat  com  sometimes,  when  growing  along  the  woods. 
They  are  not  destructive. 

F.  M.  McKBEHAN,  Ferguson,  Perry  County: 

Raccoons,  tolerably  rare;  do  not  do  much  damage;  sometimes 
destroy  a  little  corn  when  near  timber  land. 

B.  D.  DAVIS  and  JOHN  M.  BUCKAL.BW.  Pishing  Creek,  Col- 
umbia County: 

Raccoon,  not  plentiful.  They  destroy  corn  in  the  field  in 
the  fall. 

JOHN  PERRY,  Kasson,  McKean  County: 

Raccoons  are  very  common  here;  they  destroy  oats  and  corn 
and  are  very  fond  of  chickens  if  they  can  get  them. 

C.  W.  DICKINSON,  Norwich,  McKean  County: 

The  Raccoon  will  eat  sweet  apples,  cherries  and  corn,  but 
the  damage  by  the  Raccoon  is  not  heavy.  I  have  known  of 
'coon  killing  chickens  two  different  times  in  my  life,  one  at 
each  time. 

H.  C.  DORWORTH,   Oil  City,  Venango  County: 

Raccoons  have  destroyed  considerable  corn  for  the  farmers 
in  this  vicinity.  In  the  northwestern  part  of  this  county  the 
Cottentails  have  not  only  destroyed  whole  gardens  but  have 
attacked  the  growing  grain.  Younp  orchards  (especially  ap- 
ples) are  frequently  seriously  injured  by  these  animals.  Squir- 
rels show  a  great  fondness  for  corn,  carrying  away  as  much 
as  possible  at  a  time  and  repeating  this  operation  with  sur- 
prising frequency. 

J.  C.  HEYLER,  Nauvoo,  Tioga  County: 

Raccoons  are  of  no  good;  as  we  all  know  they  are  good  fish- 
ers and  very  seldom  fish  for  any  other  kind  of  fish  than  trout. 
They  also  destroy  crops  such  as  corn  and  buckwheat.  They 
are  common;  no  bounty  should  be  paid  on  them. 

A.  P.  BRBWBR,  Norwich,  McKean  County: 

Raccoons  are  plenty,  but  do  no  particular  harm;  they  pay 
for  catching. 
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X.   G.   BUNNELL,  Vosburg.   Wyoming  County:* 

A  few  years  ago  had  some  chickens  killed  and  supposed  it 
was  a  Skunk;  set  trap  by  coop;  next  morning  trap  was  gone; 
began  looking  for  It  and  soon  saw  the  dog  was  Interested  in 
It;  we  followed  some  twenty  rods  and  found  Mr.  Coon  had 
caught  the  trap  in  the  fence.  Think  he  must  have  killed 
twenty-five  chickens  In  two  nights.  Think  them  worse  than 
Foxes. 

ABRAHAM    NEVELING,    Coalport,    Clearfield    County: 

Have  knowledge  of  their  destroying  fish,  but  cannot  give 
their  methods  of  capturing,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rac- 
coon which  captures  the  fish  with  its  paws,  same  as  a  person 
would  use  his  hands. 

W.  B.  K.  JOHNSON,  Allentown,  Lehigh  County: 

Squirrels  and  Raccoons  did  so  much  dstmage  to  my  father's 
corn  that  we  had  to  watch  the  Squirrels  by  day  and  the  Rac- 
coons by  night. 

GEO.  FRANC,  Ariel,  Wayne  County: 
'Coons  are  plenty  and  destructive  to  corn  and  fowls. 

DR.  L.  W.  SCHNATTERLY,  Freeport,  Armstrong  County: 

I  have  witnessed  both  Raccoon  and  Muskrats  catching  fish, 
but  they  can  only  do  so  in  very  shallow  water  where  the  fish 
are  penned  up.  The  Raccoon  catches  them  in  his  claws  while 
the  Muskrat  dives  and  catches  them  in  his  teoth. 

F.  WAGGENSELLER,  M.   D.,  SHInsgrove.  Snyder  County: 

The  only  mamimals  that  destroy  corn  to  any  extent  are  Musk- 
rats,  Raccoons,  Rabbits  and  Squirrels.  Squirrels  destroy  eggs 
and  young  birds. 

S.  S.  THOMAS,  Lynn,   Susquehanna  County: 

Raccoons  in  former  years  have  done  as  much  damage  in 
corn  fields  as  pigs  would. 

THOMAS  B.  DARLINGTON,  West  Chester.  Chester  County: 

The  Raccoon  is  not  very  plentiful  in  this  section  of  the 
county;  he  likes  chickens  and  sometimes  makes  a  raid,  but  it 
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Is  not  very  common.    All  the  damage  they  do  to  corn  amounts 
to  but  little. 

KMIL   UL/RICH,   Stioudsburg,   Monroe  County: 

HaccoonH  will  go  for  the  corn  ears  occasionally,  but  the 
damage  is  trifling. 

(iEO.  S.  APPLEBY,  Decorum,  Huntingdon  County: 

Raccoons  devour  corn  and  they  are  sometimes  very  de- 
structive to  it. 

J.  S.  GAY,  Terrytown,  Bradford  County: 

1  have  known  'coons  to  wallow  the  corn  down  equal  to 
turning  the  hogs  in.  Muskrats  I  have  known  to  destroy  corn 
to  a  certain  extent. 

HON.   G.   C.   BROWN,   Yorkana,   York  County: 

Raccoons  are  very  fond  of  fresh  water  clams,  which  they 
dig  out  of  the  sand  or  gravel  on  the  banks  of  streams  with 
great  dexterity. 

L.  T.  WILT,  Franklin.  Venango  County: 

Submitted  to  Al.  Simons  (a  colored  gentleman  sportsman). 
He  says:  ''Raccoons  are  great  water  waders,  fishing  with  fheir 
paws  under  small  stones,  and  when  bitten  in  the  claw  by  a 
crab  or  crawler,  the  Raccoon  raises  his  paw  to  his  mouth  and 
removes  the  object  that  had  taken  hold.  The  Raccoon,  when 
working  on  corn,  scratches  the  husk  with  his  paw  on  account 
of  the  husk  getting  between  his  teeth,  then  cuts  the  grain  clean 
to  the  cob." 

JAMES  THOMAS,  Curwensville,  Clearfield  County: 

Raccoons  fish  from  early  in  the  spring  until  late  in  the  fall; 
they  will  follow  a  fish,  wallowing  like  a  hog,  and  chase  them 
under  a  stone,  then  catch  them. 

W.  C.  SLOAN.  Sloan,  Westmoreland  County: 

Raccoons  destroy  corn  In  the  roasting  season;  Squirrels,  wheat 
in  head;  Muskrats  and  Groundhogs  (Woodchucks)  cut  and  de- 
stroy corn,  oats,  wheat  and  grass  when  in  the  green  stage. 
Done  yearly  on  my  farm. 
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OTTO  BEHR,  Lopez,  Sullivan  County: 

Raccoons  fish  by  feeling  with  their  paws  under  the  stones 
and  in  this  manner  catch  a  good  many  crawfish,  but  the  amount 
of  flsh  they  catch  in  this  manner  would  be  very  small,  as  they 
only  fish  in  shallow  water. 

UEO.  K.  BOAK,  Pine  Glen,  Centre  County: 

1  have  seen  fields  of  corn  one-third  destroyed  by  Squirrels 
and  Raccoons. 

W.  A.  ALBA,  Bradford  County,  Pa.: 
Raccoons  destroy  some  corn  in  the  fall  when  fit  to  roast. 

PAUL  SWINGLE,  South  Canaan.  Wayne  County: 

Raccoons  are  quite  destructive  to  com  while  It  is  in  the  milk 
by  pulling  down  the  ear  and  eating  the  same  and  carrying  it 
away. 

R.  W.  WBHRLE.  Blairsville,  Indiana  County: 
Raccoon  very  destructive  to  crops. 

CHARLES  RUSSELL,   Russell  Hill,   Wyoming  County: 

'Coons  and  Mink  destroy  many  trout  in  our  small  streams 
when  they  are  low  in  summer. 

GEO.  S.  PURDY,  Honesdale,  Wayne  County: 
Have  seen  Raccoons  fishing  in  shallow  pools  on  trout  streams. 

E.  O.  AUSTIN,  Austin,  Potter  County: 
Raccoons  catch  trout;  have  seen  them. 

G.  C.  MARSHALL,  Unlontown,  Fayette  County: 

The  Water  f^nakes  and  'Coons,  during  low  water,  are  the 
greatest  enemies  of  trout. 

FRANK   G.    KBATLEY,   Clarion,    Clarion    County: 
Have  seen  Minks  and  Raccoons  catch  trout. 

A.  S.  HECK,  Coudersport.  Potter  County: 

Have  often  seen  places  in  trout  streams  where  Raccoons  have 
caught  trout. 
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JAMES  VANDERGRIFT,  Stony  Fork,  Tioga  County: 
Raccoons  kill  fish. 

A.  B.  DOAN,  Little  Marsh.  Tioga  County: 
'Coons  destroy  fish. 

JOHN  B.  TRUMAN,  Wellsboro',  Tioga  County: 

When  the  streams  are  low  the  Minks  and  'coons  kill  a  great 
many  fish. 

I.  D.  REITTER,  Karthaus,  Clearfield  County: 

Raccoons  are  the  most  destructive  to  trout  though  they  are 
getting  very  scarce. 

CHE>STER  M.  LINGLE.  PhlUipsburg,  Centre  County: 
•Coons  in  this  section  catch  trout. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


LOCALITIES     WHERE     POULTRY  DESTROYING 
ANIMALS  ARE  POUND. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INTRODUCTORY  NOTES. 


Bj  DR.  B.  H.  WARKBM,  State  Zooloffist. 


This  great  commercial  highway  of  the  nation,  with 
branches  penetrating  almost  every  county  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland — the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad — reaches  every  section  of  this 
territory  where  the  best  of  the  present  gunning  and 
fiahing  maji  be  found,  from  the  bays  and  harbors  of  the 
matchless  Jersey  coast  with  their  famous  fishing 
grounds,  and  the  islands  and  inlets  of  the  Chesapeake 
Hay  with  their  acres  of  wild  ducks,  to  the  mountain 
wildernesses  of  Clinton,  Clearfield,  Elk  and  Cameron 
counties  with  their  ideal  trout  streams,  their  deer 
ranges,  and  their  shaggy-ooated  Bears  and  predatory 
\A'ild  Cats.  Covering  such  a  vast  and  diversified  terri- 
tory, and  affording  conveniences  and  comforts  of 
travel  unsurpassed  by  any  other  railroad  in  the  world, 
it  holds  out  peculiar  inducements  to  the  gunner,  the 
angler,  and  t(i  the  naturalist  in  search  of  knowledge, 
8p(HMniens  or  sport,  and  recreation. 
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A  CONVENIENT  CLASSIFICATION. 

For  the  convenience  of  dportsmen  or  zoological  stu- 
dents who  would  hunt  the  poultry  and  game-devouring 
aniioals,  the  data  in  the  following  pages  has  been 
classified  under  the  different  kinds  of  game  and  fish; 
andyStiil  further,it  has  been  divided  into  three  sections 
in  respect  to  territory;  the  lir^t  section  covering  the 
territory  east  of  the  Busquehanna  and  its  tributaries, 
Xew  Jersey,  and  the  eutiie  Delawai-e  and  Virginia 
Peninsula;  the  second  section  covering  the  territory 
drained  by  the  Susquehanna,  and  that  lying  imme- 
diately north  and  south  which  is  reached  by  the  lines 
of  the  railroad;  the  t^ird  section  covering  all  the  ter- 
ritory in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  west  of  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Alleghenies  which  is  reached  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad* 

The  wide  scope  of  territory  traversed  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  system,  hereinafter  referred  to,  ex- 
tends from  the  broad  Atlantic  southward  to  the  fine 
ducking  grounds  of  the  renowned  Chesapeake  with  its 
several  large  tributaries,  which  at  certain  seasons  teem 
with  Rail  (Sora)  and  Reed  birds,  besides  numerous 
other  varieties  of  acquatic  birds  so  eagerly  sought  for 
by  sportsmen  and  epicures;  and  w€Stward  to  the  pic- 
turesque Allegheny  Valley. 

A   GRAND    FIELD    FOR   SCIENTIFIC    RESEARCH. 

This  expansive  and  diversified  area  is,  it  seems 
almost  needless  to  remark,  a  grand  field  for  the  student 
of  natural  history;  forsooth,  it  matters  not  what  special 
branch  of  the  systematic  natural  sciences  he  pursues. 
Entomologists  claim  that  probably  fully  25,000  kinds 
of  insects  find  suitable  dwelling  places  here;  numerous 
species  of  fishes — many  of  which  furnish  fine  sport  to 
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anglers — valuable  for  table  use,  inhabit  the  salt  and 
fresh  waters,  and  in  some  parts  the  rich  and  varied 
deposits  are  especially  alluring;  to  the  mineralogist. 
Fertilesoil  or  other  hosts  give  sustenance  to  thousands 
of  species  of  plants  (flowering  and  non-flowering) 
hence  the  botanist  assures  us  this  is  "a  Held  of  milk 
;ind  honey"  as  regards  the  securing  of  rare  specimens 
for  the  herbarium. 

Individuals  who  desire  to  study  the  life  histories  and 
economic  status  of  poultry-destroying  birds,  mammals, 
or  fish,  can,  by  consulting  succeeding  pages  of  this 
chapter,  surely  find  these  creatures — made  by  Divine 
hand  with  some  good  object  in  view — which  at  times 
are  so  aggravating  to  farmers,  poulterers  and  sports- 
men. 

THE  MECCA  OF  NATURALISTS. 

Pennsylvania,  by  reason  of  its  peculiar  geographical 
position,  its  mountain  ranges,  large  area  of  wild  lands, 
its  numerous  water  courses,  and  many  romantic  lakes, 
is  a  natural  game  preserve,  and  the  home  of  many 
species  of  the  feathered  tribes,  which,  although  un- 
known to  the  sportsman  who  goes  in  quest  of  furred 
and  feathered  game,  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  the 
natural  history  student.  The  advantages  which  the 
Keystone  State  possesses  for  zoological  investigations 
are  manifold.  Many  dainty  species  of  nimble  Warb 
l(»rs,  the  sweel  voiced  Thrushes,  certain  fierce  or,  on  tlie 
other  hand,  well-disposed  members  of  the  raptorial 
feathered  races,  as  well  as  several  members  of  the 
Sparrow  family,  together  with  other  representatives 
of  avian-life,  all  of  which  are  attributed  to  the  Cana- 
4liaii  fauna,  nuike  tlu*ir  sninm(*r  homes  in  sequestered 
mountain  fastnesses  of  this  Commonwealth.     A  num- 
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ber  of  birds  included  in  the  Carolinian  fauna  find  con 
genial  homes  within  the  borders  of  this  favored  land 
of  Penn. 

OVER  300    KINDS  OP  BIRDS. 

Ornithological  research  has  shown  that  there  are 
accredited  to  Pennsylvania,  not  less  than  325  species 
and  subspecies  of  birds,  which  occur  here  as  residents, 
migrants,  summer  sojourners,  stragglers  or  extralimi- 
tants.  Of  this  large  number,  the  majority  are  of 
jL^reat  service  to  mankind  because  of  their  insect-eating 
proclivities;  nearly  one-half  of  this  number  occur  as 
breeders  with  us. 

A  PARADISE  FOR  OOLOGISTS. 

The  presence  of  so  many  species  in  this  State  during 
the  season  of  reproduction  places  Pennsylvania  high  in 
the  list  of  localities  to  be  visited  by  students  especially 
interested  in  oological  science. 

SPECIES  NEW  TO  SCIENCE. 

In  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
note  books  and  field  observations  of  thoroughly  trust- 
worthy naturalists  show,  peradventure,  that  certain 
si>edes  of  birds,  whose  nests  and  eggs  have  never  yet 
been  defiled  by  human  hands,  are  to  be  found  regularly 
during  the  summer  or  breeding  season,  in  the  virgin 
forests — so  rapidly  disappearing  before  the  woods- 
man's axe  or  ruinous  forest  fires — about  the  pic- 
turesqueand  higher  mountain  peaks,  with  their  stately 
forest  monarchs,  their  beautiful  and  ever  green  rho- 
dodendrons, and  other  sweet-scented  wild  flowers, 
which  in  the  balmy  June  days  are  shown  in  all  their 
charms.  This  is  the  time  the  oological  student  should 
take  his  vacation  to  search  for  desired  treasures,  and 
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his  heart  may  be  made  to  bound  with  indescribable 
joy  by  finding  the  neatly  constructed  nests  and  eggs  of 
species  which  the  eyes  of  man — so  far  as  written 
records  are  concerned — have  never  beheld. 

PINE  TERRITORY  IN  WINTER. 

The  student  of  natural  history,  if  his  wants  are  in  the 
line  of  feathered  specimens  for  the  cabinet,  can  travel 
the  rich  agricultural  or  wild  unimproved  tracts  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  secure  much  material.  Different 
species  of  birds  retire  in  the  summer  seaaon  to  the 
boreal  wilds,  wiere  they  rear  their  young  and  are  com- 
paratively free  from  man's  despoiling  hand.  Aswlnter 
approaches  these  birds  migrate  southward  from  the 
land  of  the  Eskimo  and  savage  Polar  Bear  to  glean  a 
liv(*iihood  which,  so  far  as  many  of  them  are  con- 
oernod,  is  a  great  boon  to  mankind. 

WINTER  BIRDS. 

Besides  these  natives  of  the  Arctic  solitudes,  nn 
luerous  other  species,  some  residents  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  others  which,  for  the  most  part,  breed  north  or 
south  of  our  boundaries,  are  present  with  us  in  goodly 
numbers,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  winter 
birds  in  PeuLsylvania  numlber  approximately  about 
one-third  of  the  bird  fauna. 

SOME   ANIMALS  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN   EXTERMINATED. 

Manyyears  ago  Pennsylvania  contained  the  massive, 
shaggy-coated  Buffalo,  the  bulky  and  big-antlered  Elk, 
and  the  fleet  footed  and  clean  limbed  Virginia  Deer, 
which,  with  other  kinds  of  furred,  feathered  and  finny 
game,  then  so  abundant,  furnished  bounteous  repasts 
31»  IT 
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to  our  stuixly  pioneer  aneestors  who  blazed  through 
unbroken  forests  the  trails  to  the  land  of  the  setting 
sun. 

WHKN    THE    FLINT-LOCK    WAS    EMPLOYED. 

Indexed,  one  does  not  have  to  look  back  to  the  early 
history  of  this  State;  in  Revolutionary  days,  or  later, 
when  savage  aborigines  and  wild  beasts  of  the  path- 
less forests  were  constantly  on  the  w^atch  to  waylay 
the  settler  or  destroy  his  possessions. 

By  referring  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  (Pa.)  for  1890,  we  find  (pages  323-320 
and  330-334)  some  most  interesting  records  concerning 
game  in  Pennsylvania.  Tn  this  ])ublication,  an  ac- 
count, entitled  "How  Our  Forefathers  Hunted  Big 
Game,"  is  given  of  some  famous  hunts  which  took 
place  in  Bradford  county,  of  this  State,  about  70  years 
ago. 

KILLED   FORTY  DEER  IN   ONE  DAY. 

On  one  occasion,  where  the  ])rosperous  town  of 
Waverly  now  stands,  there  were  killed  in  a  single  day's 
hunt,  forty  Deer,  eight  l^lack  Bears,  thirteen  Wolves,  a 
large  number  of  Foxes  and  a  few  Panthera  In  the  fall 
of  1818,  a  big  hunt,  in  which  the  pioneer  farmers  for 
miles  about  took  part,  was  had  in  Bradford  county. 

A  MENANCE  TO  LIFE  AND  PROPERTY. 

"In  those  days  wild  animals  were  so  numerous  in  the  val- 
ley and  on  the  surrounding  hills  as  to  be  a  serious  drawback 
to  the  pioneer  farmers  In  the  growing  of  their  crops  and  the 
keeping  of  their  live  stock,  to  say  nothing  of  the  constant 
fear  In  which  they  stood  for  the  safety  of  themselves  and 
families." 
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HUXTKD  WITH  FLAILS  AND  PITCHFORKS. 

This  hunt  was  engaged  in  by  many  men  who  col- 
lected from  far  and  near  on  a  given  day.  The  majority 
were  armed  with  flint-lock  guns,  but  many  in  the  ranks 
were  armed  wilh  no  such  weajmns,  and  thiry  carried 
axes,  pitchforks,  clubs,  and  even  flails.  These  rude 
weapons  were  made  good  use  of  on  the  march  and  in 
the  round  up  one  man,  Sylvant  Decker,  covered  him- 
self with  honor  by  desjmtching  two  Bears  with  his 
flail,  but  only  after  a  hard  battle  with  each  animal.  A 
flail  in  the  hands  of  Jacobus  VanSickle,  was  used  to 
crush  the  head  of  an  immense  buck  as  it  attempted  to 
rush  by;  j^aunt,  snapping  Wolves,  and  game-devouring 
Foxes  were  killed  in  numbers  with  clubs  and  pitch- 
forks. 

COL.   STETVENS*   FAMOUS  HUNT. 

In  1818  Colonel  Adin  Stevens  conceived  the  idea  of 
a  big  hunt.  He  collected  together  early  in  the  morning 
of  December  4th,  about  1,000  settlers,  who  formed  in 
line  and  marching  from  all  directions,  covering  a  large 
circle  of  territory,  they  proceeded,  making  all  the  noise 
possible  by  blowing  horns,  etc.,  to  a  high  knoll  of 
about  three  acres,  which  was  reached  late  in  the  after- 
noon. 

"As  the  hunters  drew  in  around  this  knoll  they  killed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  deer,  fifteen  bears,  fifty  wolves,  and  no  end 
of  foxes.  Thirty  deer  escaped  through  one  gap  In  the  ranks. 
Among  Colonel  Stevens*  hunters  was  Major  Thereon  Darling, 
a  veteran  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  man  over  six  feet 
tall.  In  the  chase  of  one  of  -the  deer  on  the  knoll,  a  big  doe. 
Major  Datllng  stood  still,  waiting  for  the  deer  to  be  driven  his 
way.  He  stood  with  his  long  legs  wide  apart.  Suddenly  the 
doe  started  toward  him.  ducked  her  head  and  rushed  between 
the  Major's  legs,  that  being  the  most  available  opening  she 
BEw  for  escape.    The  contact  threw  the  Major  forward  on  the 
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doe's  back.  He  mechanically  clasped  his  arms  about  her 
body.  Away  the  perplexed  deer  flew  through  the  forest, 
bearing  Major  Darling,  feet  first,  along  with  her.  He  held  on. 
and  after  the  deer  had  run  with  him  half  a  mile  or  more,  he 
managed  to  catch  her  by  one  hind  leg  and  trip  her  up.  She 
fell  heavily  to  the  ground,  and  before  she  could  regain  her  feet 
the  Major  cut  her  throat." 

"THINGS  ARE   DIFFERENT  NOW." 

As  civilization  advances  and  improved  firearms  be^ 
come  every  year  cheaper  and  more  numerous,  the  wild 
birds  and  four  footed  (undomesticated)  animals  will 
decrease.  This  is  not  alone  true  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
we  see  in  other  regions,  where  proper  laws  are  not  en- 
acted and  enforced  for  the  protection  of  game  (birds, 
mammals  and  fish),  these  creatures,  interesting  and 
often  valuable  from  commercial  and  other  economic 
standpoints,  are  fen^quently  exterminated. 

MANY  YET  REMAIN. 

Ingenuity  has  enabled  man  to  make  the  most  deadly 
and  rapid-firing  arms,  which,  in  the  hands  of  profes- 
sional  meat  or  skin  hunters,  have,  within  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  caused  much  depletion  of  the  large  four- 
footed  game,  and  also  feathered  kinds,  as  well  as  tiie 
brightly-drcbsed  song  and  insect-eating  birds,  which, 
fashion  has  decreed  that  frail,  fastidious  woman — 
lovely  though  she  is,  and,  without  her,  terrestrial  exis- 
tence would  not  be  worth  a  farthing — shall  decorate 
her  pretty  head. 

FIFTY  SPECIES  OF  MAMMALS. 

Notwithstanding  the  slaughter  in  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century  of  wild  animals,  dressed  either  in  warm 
coats  of  fur  or  attractive  feather  garbs,  one  may  yet, 
with  proper  instructions  and  invefitigations,  find  many 
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species  of  mammals  (undomesticated)  in  Pennslyvania, 
where  we  have  at  the  present  time  probably  fifty  well- 
defined  species. 

Birds,  also,  even  in  the  face  of  most  heartless  cru- 
sades made  against  them  by  market  hunters,  (after  the 
^me  birds  and  other  kinds  slaugrhtered  by  the  tens  of 
thousands  for  the  millinery  trade),  are  still  to  be  found, 
as  stated  elsewhere  in  this  article,  at  certain  seasons 
and  in  particular  localities,  quite  plentifully. 

SOME  THAT  HAVE  GONE. 

The  last  Bison  or  Buffalo,  accocrding  to  Mr.  S.  N. 
Rhoads,*  "killed  in  Centml  Pennsylvania  was  shot 
about  the  year  1800,  by  Col.  John  Kelley,  m  Kelley 
township,  Union  county,  five  miles  from  Lewisburg." 

THE  LAST  EL.K. 

About  35  yeans  ago  a  large  Elk  was  taken,  my  friend 
and  colleague,  the  Conrniissioner  of  Forestry^  Dr.  Jo- 
seph  T.  Rothrock,  tells  me,  when  he  was  with  a  corps  of 
dvil  engineers,  surveying  a  line  for  the  Philadelphia 
and  Erie  Railroad,  in  the  county  of  Elk. 

Mr.  S.  N.  Rhoads  says  in  referring  to  this  species: 
"The  latter-named  regions  (Potter,  Tioga  and  Lycoming 
counties),  formed  the  hunting  grounds  of  my  veteran 
friend,  Seth  I.  Nelson,  whose  diary,  between  1831  and 
1837,  shows  that  he  killed  28  Elk  during  the  period." 

Mr.  Rhoads,  quoting  Seth  T.  Nelson,  says: 

"A  bull  Elk  was  killed  in  Elk  county  in  1867  by  a  veteran 
Indian  hunter  of  the  Cattaraugrus  Reservation,  named  Jim 
Jacobs/' 

•A  contribution  to  the  Mammalogry  of  Central  Pennsylvania, 
by  Samuel  N.  Rhoads.  PubUehed  in  the  Proceedingrs  of  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  April,  1897. 
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This  is  believed  to  have  been  the  last  Elk  taken  in 
Pennsylvania. 

THE  BEAVER. 

The  broad-tailed  Beaver,  a  valuable  fur-bearing 
animal,  many  years  ago  was  abundant  in  dlfferwit 
sections  of  this  State.  One  may  at  the  present  time 
find  remains  of  their  ancient  dwelling  places  about 
streams  and  dams.  The  former  presence  of  these  in- 
telligent animals  in  numerous  localities  is  further  at- 
tested by  such  familiar  and  suggestive  names  as 
Beaver  Dam,  Beaver  Creek,  Beaver  Meadows,  etc. 
According  to  Mr.  George  K.  Boak,  Pine  Glen,  Pa.,  the 
Beaver  was  found  in  Centre  county  about  30  years  ago, 
but  like  the  Wolk,  Elk  and  Panther,  which  also  occur- 
red there,  all  have  been  exterminated.  Mr.  Abraham 
Neveling,  an  aged  iind  well-informed  naturalist,  of 
Coalpopt,  Pa.,  says,  "The  last  Beaver  was  trapped  in 
Clearfield  county  in  1837.''  The  latest  record  of  the 
capture  of  this  species  in  Pennsylvania,  of  which  I  can 
find  any  record  of  reliability,  is  that  made  by  Mr.  S.  N. 
Rhoads,  w"ho  quotes  as  follows,  from  Mr.  Seth  Nelson, 
Jr.: 

"The  last  (Beaver  taken  in  this  State)  was  Icilled  on  Pine 
Creek,  nine  years  ago  (1884).  A  part  of  Pine  Creek  Is  in  Clinton 
county,  and  port  in  Tioga  county,  but  the  Beaver  was  started 
in  Potter  county  and  followed  down  through  Tioga  county, 
and  killed  in  Clinton  county.' 

BEAVERS  IN  "OLD  VIRGINIA." 

If  the  natural  history  student  desires  to  study  the 
Beaver  on  his  native  heath,  he  can  at  a  very  moderate 
money  outlay  and  in  a  short  time,  find  them  at  home  in 
the  swampy  woods  of  Surrey  county,  Virginia,  where 
last  year  the  writer   found    freshly    fallen    trees  cut 
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down  by  a  small  colony  of  these  animals.  To  reach 
this  place  from  Philadelphia  one  can  procure  at  Broad 
Street  Station,  a  ticket  to  Old  Point  Comfort  by  way 
of  Cape  Charles,  then  take  a  James  river  steamer  to 
Clai'emont,  where  guides  and  hotel  accommodations 
can  be  had.  Jn  the  heavily-wooded  swamps,  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Spring  Grove  po«t- 
oflice,  which  is  some  six  miles  by  wagon  road  west  of 
Clai'emont,  you  can,  I  am  quite  confident,  find  Beavers 
living  in  hollow  logs,  or  in  houses  of  their  own  make. 
Lastyear  a  hunter  wboiu  I  met  in  this  locality  and  who 
had  eight  pelts  of  these  animals  which  he  had  recently 
slain  and  sold  for  (40,  said  he  discovered  no  ^^ouses," 
but  found  the  Beavers  living  in  logs  and  trees  which 
were  hollow. 

THE  AMERICAN  WOLF. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  for  several  years  past  the 
writer  has  made  especial  efforts  to  verify  the  statement 
that  this  animal  is  still  to  be  found  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  failed,  he  is  very  much  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  none  of  the  species,  in  a  wild  state,  are  present  in 
this  Commonwealth.  It  is  tiue  that  bounty  records 
in  different  counties  of  the  State,  as  late  perhaps  as  six 
months  since,  show  that  **wolf  scalps"  have  been  paid 
for.  Such  data,  however,  must  not  be  taken  as  con- 
elusive  evidence  of  the  presence  of  these  animals,  for 
the  ^*heads  and  ears'^  of  grizzly,  long-haired  cur  dogs, 
etc.y  or  the  pelts  of  wolves  brought  to  Pennsylvania 
from  other  states,  have  in  past  yeai*s  proven  of  consid- 
erable value  to  scalp  hunters,  although  expensive  to 
the  local  taxpayers.  A  large  Wolf  was  lately  slain  in 
Westmoreland  county,  but  investigation  disclosed  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  shipped  alive  from  the  far  west 
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and  liberated  to  be  pursued  by  bouuds,  from  wbicb  it 
escaped,  to  be  subsequently  taken  as  a  genuine  exam 
pie  of  a  Penn^iylvania  Wolf. 

WOLVES  IN  TIOGA  COUNTY. 

Up  in  Tioga  county,  the  section  which  for  several 
years  has  so  well  and  faithfully  been  represented  in 
our  State  Legislature  by  Hon.  W.  T.  Merrick,  three 
Wolves  were  killed  in  the  autumn  of  1896. 

In  support  of  such  an  important  record  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  is  clipped  from  the  Athens  (Pa.)  News, 
January  29th,  1896: 

"Last  fall  Charles  Lee's  circus  and  menagerie  was  sold  out 
at  Canton  by  the  Sheriff,  and  among  other  animals  three 
coyotes  or  prairie  wolves  were  sold  for  fifty  cents  each  to 
Charles  Kerby.  He  kept  them  tied  up  in  his  dooryard  for  a 
couple  of  months  and  then  took  them  over  into  Tioga  county  in 
a  box,  and  a  wolf  '^hunt'  was  held.  Kerby  made  affidavit  to 
the  killing  of  the  wolves  and  collected  the  bounty  of  |30  from 
the  county  commissioners,  telling  them  a  'fairy  tale,*  about 
his  exploits  in  the  mountains  of  Union,  where  he  alleged  the 
dogs  ran  the  wolves  and  he  shot  them." 

SHOULD  SUCH  PRACTICES  EXIST? 

This  kind  of  work  is  "legal,"  that  is.  if  I  am  correctly 
informed  about  the  bounty  law,  which  allows  a  pre- 
mium of  ten  dolars  each,  with  additional  fees  to  the 
local  officials  before  whom  the  affidavit  of  killing  is 
made.  It  was  also  considered  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  letter  of  the  law,  when,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  "Scalp  Act  of  1885,"  Hawks,  which  were  caught 
alive  in  traps  in  neighboring  states  and  brought  over 
the  line  into  Pennsylvania  and  killed,  to  pay  for  their 
^^eads."  The  eggs  of  several  kinds  of  birds  of  prey 
were,  it  is  said,  also  collected  in  Ohio,  and  other  ad- 
joining states,  carried  into  different  counties  of  this 
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Goumionwealth  where,  under  domesticated  fowls  or  iu 
inoubatoi^s  they  were  hatched  out,  and  the  young  ones 
were  sold  for  the  50  cents  bounty  under  the  Act  of 
1885. 

WOLVES  WERE   BAD   NEIGHBORS. 

Years  ago,  when  our  sturdy,  brave-hearted,  indus- 
trious and  hard-working  pioneer  fathers  had  their 
tiinMocks  at  all  times  by  their  sides,  ever  ready  to 
battle  with  the  treacherous  and  cunning  Indians  and 
other  wild  foreert  animals,  the  ravenous,  howling,  and 
lleet-footed  Wolf  held  high,  carnival  here,  but  now 
this  predatory  animal,  like  the  Indian  of  Revolution- 
ary days,  has  passed  away. 

Illub^rative  of  the  destructive  nature  of  the  prowling 
band«  of  Wolves  which  formerly  infested  our  Com- 
monwealth, the  following  extract  is  taken  from  the 
note-book  of  Mr.  0.  W.  Dickinson,  of  Norwich,  Mc- 
Kean  county,  Pa. 

A  TERROR  TO  SHEEP  OWNERS. 

"The  Wolf  was  a  terror  to  the  sheep  owners  for,  like  the 
Indian,  he  wanted  to  kill  as  long  as  there  was  a  sheep  left. 
In  1869  Wolves  killed  twenty-eight  sheep  in  the  month  of  May 
for  a  neighbor  of  mine;  they  killed  fourteen  each  night;  they 
made  but  two  raids  on  them,  and  there  were  only  two  Wolves 
each  night.  These  two  Wolves  had  a  litter  of  whelps.  I  know 
this  to  be  a  fact,  for  I  followed  them  to  their  lair  and  captured 
the  old  slut  and  five  whelps.  FVom  the  18th  day  of  May,  1869, 
to  May  15th,  1872,  I  caught  fifteen  Wolves  and  crippled  three 
more.  I  think  I  have  seen  where  wolves  have  killed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  sheep,  at  least.  I  have  seen  where  wolves  have 
killed  deer  a  good  many  times.  The  last  Gray  Wolf  killed  in 
this  county  was  taken  by  a  boy  on  the  Kinzua  creek,  in  1886." 

FOLLOWED   HUMAN    BEINGS. 

Mr.  Abraham  Neveling,  of  Ooalport,  Pa.,  mentions 
that  in  1836  he  knew  a  band  of  Wolves  to  kill,  in  one 

32..n 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49g 

night,  eighteen  sheep;  and  to  illastrate  the  bold  and 
blood-thirsty  nature  of  ttiis  dog-like  animal,  Mr. 
Neveling  adds,  "the  last  Wolf  I  have  knowledge  of 
was  killed  by  mviself  in  1858,  near  Janesville,  this 
county,  (Clearfield).  The  circumstances  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Mr.  Joseph  McCully  and  wife  were  on  their  way  to  the 
grist  mill  at  Janesville;  a  colt  was  following  the  sled  and  the 
Wolf  came  In  pursuit;  it  followed  within  a  mile  of  the  settle- 
ment. Mr.  McCully  aroused  me  In  the  early  morning  and  re- 
lated the  facts  in  the  case,  and  I  took  the  track  of  the  animal 
and  In  a  few  hours  shot  him." 

A   DOCTOR'S   TERRIBLE    EXPERIENCE. 

About  the  year  1845  Wolves  were  abundant  in 
Tomhickon  Valley,  between  Catawissa  and  flazleton, 
where,  accoi-ding  to  my  friend.  Dr. Thomas  C.Thornton, 
they  often  aiacked  human  beings,  destroyed  the  set- 
tiers'  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  poultry  and  devoured 
game.  \Vhen  the  Catawissa  railroad,  a  part  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  system,  was  being  built,  Dr. 
Thomas  A.  H.  Thornton,  a  practicing  physician  and 
the  father  of  Dr.  Thomas  C  Thornton,  now  a  promi- 
nent medical  practitioner  of  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
one  oold  Autumn  night  was  called  out  of  bed  to  visit 
a  patient  about  twenty  miles  fi*om  his  home.  At  that 
time  there  were  no  regular  roads  as  we  now  have.  In 
their  place  the  traveler  used  narrow  paths  or  trails, 
which,  in  many  plae(»s,  were  illy  defined,  and  an  inex- 
perienced person  often  lost  his  way  when  endeavoring 
to  follow  them.  This  was  the  misfortune  of  Dr.  Thorn- 
ton who,  in  his  anxiety  to  reach  the  bedside  of  the 
sufferer,  attempted  to  make  a  short  cut.  He  lost  his 
way  and  for  one  week  wandered  through  the  wilder- 
ness; and,  having  no  gun,  was  obliged  to  subsist  on 
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it>ot8  and  herbs.  The  doctor  was  on  horseback,  and 
after  wandering  aimlessly  about  the  pathless  forests 
for  four  or  five  days,  thej  got  into  a  large  swamp 
where  the  horse  stepped  into  a  quagmire,  from  which 
his  owner  was  unable  to  extricate  him  and  the  noble 
animal  had  to  be  abandoned,  imbedded  as  he  was  al- 
most to  his  belly  in  the  soft  and  boggy  bed.  The  Doc- 
tor removed  the  saddle  bags  containing  his  supply  of 
medicines,  etc,  threw  them  over  his  shoulders  and 
stai'ted  off.  In  those  days  it  was  customary  to  wear 
green  baize  leggins  to  protect  one  from  the  cold. 

WOLVES  ON  HIS  TRAIL. 

Several  hours  after  the  Doctor  got  out  of  the  swamp 
where  he  had  abandoned  his  horse  he  was  horrified  to 
see  that  he  was  being  followed  by  a  band  of  five  or 
six  Wolves.  At  first  they  kept  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance when  sticks  were  thrown  at  them,  but  finally  as 
if  they  appreciated  the  helpless  condition  of  their  in- 
tended victim,  and,  as  darkness  came  on,  the  hungry, 
bloodthirsty  band  became  bolder  and  bolder;  they 
circled  around  the  terrified  and  jaded  man,  and  clos- 
ing in  started  to  attack  him  on  all  sides.  One  more 
vicious  and  impulsive  than  the  others  made  a  spring 
at  the  Doctor's  throat,  but  a  well  directed  blow  from 
a  club  temporarily  disabled  the  animal  and  caused  his 
ravenous  companions,  most  fortunately,  to  discontinue 
at  that  time  their  premeditated  and  combined  attack. 
The  Doctor,  by  this  thrilling  episode,  and  the  Wolves' 
frightened  condition,  succeeded  in  going  perhaps  a 
mile  unmolested,  when,  to  his  great  horror,  he  found 
the  whole  pack,  led  by  the  vicious  brute  he  believed 
he  had  maimed  with  his  club,  were  hot  on  his  trail. 
The  stunning  blow  administered  to  the  leader  of  the 
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howling  band  seemed  to  have  onlj  intensified  the 
brute's  courage  and  thirst  for  blood.  The  man,  weak- 
ened by  long  exposure  and  loss  of  food,  realized  that 
he  would  soon  be  torn  to  pieces  if  he  did  not  adopt 
some  new  means  of  defense. 

A  DESPERATE  BATTLE  ON  THE  ROCKS. 

Fortunately,  a«  the  animals  began  closing  around 
him  for  another  onslaught,  he  reached  a  high  rock  and 
mounted  on  its  top,  where  a  giant  tree  starved  to  pro- 
tect him  from  falling  backward.  He  reached  this 
eminence  in  time  to  drop  his  saddle  bags  and  provide 
himself  with  some  stones  and  two  or  three  good  clubs 
before  his  pursurers  started  to  attack  him.  He  stood, 
back  to  the  tree,  and  as  the  animals,  led  by  the  leader, 
attempted  to  oome  up  he  drove  them  back  with  his 
primitive  weapons.  A  large  stone  hurled  with  great 
force  and  accuracy  broke  the  head  of  one  of  the  as- 
sailants; this  fortunate  occurrence  gave  the  Doctor  a 
breathing  spell. 

AMMONIA  SAVED  HIM. 

The  m€in,  however,  realized  that  he  must  soon  quit 
this  refuge,  and  remembering  that  he  had  in  his  sad- 
dle bags  a  large  bottle  full  of  ammonia  he  determined 
to  employ  it  as  a  final  resort  to  save  his  life.  He  quickly 
removed  one  of  his  baize  leggins,  tied  it  securely  to  a 
stidv.  and  after  saturating  the  material  with  ammonia, 
he  boldly  started  do^vn  from  the  rocky  promontory 
toward  the  Wolves.  The  cunning  animals  apparently 
aware  that  he  could  more  easily  be  overpowered  on 
level  ground,  separated,  slunk  off,  and  permitted  him 
to  proceed  several  hundred  yards  before  they  renewed 
the  pursuit.    They  did  not,  however,  allow  much  time 
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to  elapse  before  tbej  took  the  trail  of  the  man  who 
had  thus  fai*  so  successfully  battled  their  powers.  The 
l>octor  stood  still  and  waited  until  one  of  the 
brutes  rushed  within  an  arm's  length  when  he  struck 
him  in  the  face  with  the  cloth  saturated  with  ammonia. 
This  reception  was  a  most  novel  and  unique  one  for 
the  Wolf  who  ran  off  howling  with  x>ain;  two  more  of 
the  band  were  slapped  across  the  mouths  with  the  sat- 
urated baize,  and  the.v  left.  After  this  experience  the 
Wolves  followed  the  I>oc!top  fill  daylight  the  next 
morning  when  they  gave  up  the  chase  which  they  had 
continued  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  which  unquestion- 
ably would  have  resulted  in  a  most  horrible  deatii  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  contents  of  the  ammonia  bot- 
tle. Dr.  Thornton  succeeded  in  finding  a  shanty  oc- 
cupied by  the  men  constructing  the  Catawissa  railroad, 
where  he  was  carefully  cared  for,  and  in  the  course  of 
four  or  five  days  was  taken  to  his  home,  where  he  was 
ill  for  fully  a  month. 

THE   PANTHER. 

In  former  times  the  Panther  was  present  in  all  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  now,  if  the  animal  is  found 
here  at  all,  and  I  very  much  doubt  the  species^  pres- 
ence in  our  State,  it  is  certainly  restricted  to  a  very 
few  of  the  most  inaccessible  mountain  sections.  The 
bounty  records  of  Ontre  county  for  1886  shows  money 
was  given  for  a  ^^panther*^  killed  there  in  that  year. 
Mr.  Rhoads  quotes  the  following  from  Mr.  Reth  Nel- 
son: "There  may  be  one  or  two  yet  in  Clearfield 
county;  but  the  Askey  boys  and  T  killed  two,  two  years 
affo  (1891)."  Mr.  Rhoads,  also  on  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Seth  Nelson,  makes  reference  to  a  Panther  taken  in 
1893  by  the  Tvong  boys  on  'T>ig  run  of  Beech  Creek." 
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ROMANCING  SCRIBES. 

The  name  of  **€atainonnt"  piven  by  many  woodsuien 
to  large-sized  examph^  of  the  Wildcat  or  Bay  Lynx, 
has  given  newspaper  correspondents  in  regions  where 
th<*m*  Breaking  and  detrimental  animals  are  plentiful, 
an  opportunity  to  send  to  the  press  some  most  read- 
able and  surprisingly  sensational  stories  when  a  big 
"cat"  is  caught  and  killed,  of  the  capture  of  a  ferocious 
raan-eating  or  live-stock  devouring  "jmnther."  The 
writer  has.  during  the  past  thnn*  or  four  years,  taken 
especial  pains  to  investigate  these  newspaper  panther 
stories  and,  without  exception,  all  have  proven  false  or 
at  least  they  were  foundf^l  on  erroneous  identifica- 
tion. Some  people,  not  versed  in  natural  history  mat- 
ters, consider  the  names  "Catamount,"  Panther  and 
"Painter"  to  be  synonymous.  This  misunderstanding 
is  perhaps  the  cause  of  so  many  wrong  statements 
which  find  their  way  into  the  columns  of  some  of  our 
most  reputable  papers,  the  managers  of  which,  I  am 
well  aware,  strive  faithfully  to  guard  against  all  such 
errors. 

SPECIES   WHICH    ARE   RARE. 

The  Fisher  and  Pine  Marten  or  American  Sable, 
tenants  of  the  pine  and  hemlock  forests,  and  both  of 
considerable  economic  value  for  the  warm  and  attrac- 
tive articles  of  wearing  apparel  their  loose  blackish 
or  brown  coats  make  when  pas.sed  through  the  skillful 
furrier's  hands,  are  likewise  about  ready  to  be  elided 
by  the  natunilist  from  the  indigenous  fauna  of  the 
Keyertone  State. 

Dr.  Isaiah  F.  Everhart,  the  distinguished  traveler 
and  naturalist,  of  Scranton,  about  ten  years  ago  ob- 
tained two  Fishers  taken  in  that  region  by  a  hunter. 
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In  1874,  Mr.  M.  S.  Troscott,  Ilarvevvilh*,  Luzeino 
county,  says:  "One  was  killed  on  the  Loyalsock  creek, 
in  Sullivan  county."  From  reports  of  New  York  City 
and  Pennsylvania  fur  dealers  and  shippers,  it  is 
learned  that  probably  not  over  half  a  dozen  Fishers 
are  now  annually  killed  in  this  State.  At  the  present 
time  about  the  only  counties  where  these  animals  are 
to  be  found  are  in  Clearfield,  Cameron,  Elk  and  prob- 
ably Clinton,  Potter  and  Sullivan,  and  in  all  of  these 
they  are  reported  to  be  very  rare. 

THE  PINE  MARTEN. 

The  Pino  Marton,  an  animal  very  mink-like  in  its 
general  appearance,  but  which  can  be  distin*?uisihed 
from  the  blood-thirsty  and  destructive  Mink  by  its 
white  and  yellowish  throat  markings,  seems  to  be  pre- 
sent, but  only  in  very  small  numbeis,  in  a  few  sparsely- 
settled  sections  of  Cameron,  Potter,  Clearfield,  Clin- 
ton, Sullivan  and  Elk  counties.  Fur  dealers  claim 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  are  annually  taken  in  this 
State. 

THE  WILD  PIGEON. 

T^venty  years  ap:o  the  'Wild  Pigeon  occurred  in  great 
numbers  in  this  Commonwealth.  Nesting  or  roosting 
places,  covering  several  miles  each,  of  these  game  birds 
with  which  the  older  residents  are  so  familiar,  were 
regularly  resorted  to  year  after  year  by  the  pigeons. 

Tlie  love  of  pecuniary  gain  stimulated  market  hunt- 
ers to  visit  these  places  and  with  nets,  axes,  guns  and 
other  murderous  devices,  they  soon  drove  the  helpless 
pigeons  from  one  locality  to  another  and  finally  from 
the  State. 

A  few  of  these  birds  are  yet  occasionally  seen  along 
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the  lines  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Railroad,  in 
Cameron,  Elk  and  M'arren  counties,  as  well  as  in  a 
few  other  sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 

THE   SQUIRRELS. 

The  game  laws  of  Pennsylvania  protect  two  species 
of  Squirrels  which  are  designated  by  the  common 
names  of  Pox,  Gray  and  "Black."  The  Gray  Squirrel 
and  the  Black  Squirrel  are  vei'y  generally  regarded 
by  sportsmen  as  different  sx)ecies.  Naturalists,  how- 
ever do  not  so  consider  them,  but  call  the  black  in- 
dividuals melanistic  examples  of  the  Northern  Gray 
Squirrel,  (Sciurus  carolinensisl  leucotis).  The  gray 
form  and  their  black-coated  relatives  are  some  years 
very  abundant  in  different  sections  in  the  hard  wood 
districts  along  the  Philadelphia  and  Brie  Railroad 
from  Williamsport  to  Warren.  In  the  seasons  of  1896 
and  1897  individuals  of  this  species,  particularly  those 
with  gray  coats,  were  very  abundant  at  different  points 
along  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  from  Williams- 
port  to  Elmira. 

Besides  the  Squirrels  named  in  the  last  above  para- 
graph we  have  the  Flying  Squirrel,  a  species  and  sub- 
species of  the  Red  Squirrel,  and  one  species  and  a 
geographical  race  of  the  Chipmunk  or  Striped  Ground 
Squirrel.  These  animals  feed  on  nuts  (mast),  seeds, 
roots,  buds,  berries  and  fruits;  they  eat  cereals,  but, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Gray  Squirrel,  which,  in 
some  sections  and  in  certain  years  is  quite  plentiful, 
they  do  but  little  damage  to  the  farmer  in  the  way  of 
destroying  his  crops.  Squirrels,  however,  do  not  live 
exclusively  on  a  vegetable  diet;  they  catch  insects  and 
some  of  them  often  devour  the  eggs  and  young  of  birds. 
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and  they  have  also  been  detected  depredating  in  the 
poultry  yard. 

EL\T  EXK3S,  BIRDS.  DUCKS  AND  CHICKENS. 

Referring  to  the  Red  Squin^el's  bill  of  fare  Dr.  C. 
Hart  Merriam*  save: 

"The  propensity  to  suck  the  eggs  and  destroy  the  young  of 
our  smaller  birds  is  the  worst  trait  of  the  Red  Squirrel,  and 
is  in  itself  sufficient  reason  for  his  extermination,  at  least 
about  the  habitations  of  men.  I  have  myself  known  him  to 
rob  the  nesU  of  the  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Chippinsr  Sparrow,  Robin. 
Wilson's  Thrush,  and  RufTed  Grouse,  and  doubt  not  that 
thousands  of  egga  are  anmially  sacrifled,  in  the  Adirondack 
refirlon  alone,  to  grratify  this  appetite.  Therefore,  when  abun- 
dant, as  he  always  is  during  the  springrs  that  follow  good  nut 
years,  his  influence  in  checking  the  increase  of  our  insectivor- 
ous birds  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher  in- 
forms me  that  on  three  occasions  he  has  known  these  Squir- 
rels to  destroy  young  Robins.  •  •  •  ♦  I  have  long 
been  aware  that  this  animal  was  an  occasional  depredator  of 
the  poultry  yard,  and  find,  in  a  Journal  written  twelve  years 
ago,  a  note  to  the  effect  that  a  case  had  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge where  one  was  caught  in  the  act  of  killing  both  chickens 
and  ducks." 

Numerous  letters  and  answers  to  circulars  received 
at  this  Department  from  farmers,  sportsmen  and  poul- 
terers testify  to  the  destruction  of  different  kinds  of 
wild  birds,  especially  Robins  and  Chirping  Sparrows, 
by  Red  Squirrels;  and  at  least  a  dozen  persons  have 
written  about  Squirrels  destroying  young  chickens  or 
the  young  of  domestic  pigeons. 

THE  POX  SQUIRREL. 

This,  the  largest  of  all  our  Squirrels,  is  known  by 
some  as  the  "Cat   Squirrel,"   a   name   which   I   Have 

♦The  Vertebrates  of   th**   Adirondack   KegiiUi   of   iionheaHlern 
New   York,   p.   117. 
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frequently  heard  applied  to  the  Diamiual  in  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Ueorgia  and  Florida.  Mr.  Bangs*  in  his 
review  of  the  Bqairrels,  has  named  this  animal,  that  in 
former  years  was  quite  plentiful,  old  hunters  tell  ns, 
in  different  regions  of  Pennsylyania  where  stately  oaks 
were  numerous,  {Sciurus  ludovicianua  vuinias),  or 
Eastern  Fox  S^ainel. 

WHERE  FOUND  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Fox  Squirrel  is  rapidly  becoming  rare  in  this 
State.  The  species,  however,  may  still  be  found  in  the 
following  counties: 


Adams, 

Clinton, 

Cumberland, 

Dauphin, 

Fulton, 


Franklin, 

Huntingdon, 

Juniata, 

Mifflin, 

Perry, 


York. 


THE   CHICKAREE. 

The  common  and  well-known  Red  Squirrel  or  Chick- 
aree, of  which  two  forms  are  thought  by  Mr.  Bangs  to 
exist  in  Pennsylvania,  is  not,  as  many  suppose,  pro- 
tected by  the  Ilarris  (xaine  bill,  passed  at  the  Legis- 
lative session  of  1897. 

THI-:  "RABRIT.S*  OR  HARKS. 

The  *^'hite  Rabbit,"  called  also  the  '^Mountain 
Jack"  and  the  "Snowshoe  Riibbit"  by  huntei^s  and 
woodsmen,  is  found  in  many  retired  swamps  in  the 
mountainous  regions  of  Pennsylvania.  Naturalists 
style    this    animal,    which    in    the    winter    season  is 

*  I'ros.,  l{iul„  Smc,   Wash.     IM.C. 
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dressed  in  a  fluffy  coat  of  white,  but  in  the  summer  is 
attired  in  brown,  the  Alleghenian  Varying  Hare  iLepua 
americanuB  virginianus).  It  is  a  southern  race,  a 
smaller  brother,  so  to  speak  as  it  were,  of  the  Northern 
Varying  Hare  which  abounds  in  the  Fur  countries. 
Through  field  observations  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years  I  know  that  it  occurs  in  the  following  counties: 


Bradford, 

Luzerne, 

Clinton, 

Lycoming, 

Clearfield, 

Mifflin, 

Cambria, 

McKean, 

Centre, 

Pike, 

Cameron, 

Potter, 

Elk, 

Sullivan, 

Erie, 

Tioga, 

Forest, 

Union, 

Huntingdon, 

Wayne, 

Juniata, 

\\'yt>ming. 

Warren, 

^COTTONTAILS." 

The  Rabbit,  as  this  Hare  is  commonly  called,  occurs 
abundantly  throughout  Pennsylvania.  The  Rabbit  or 
"Cottontail"  which  is  taken  in  the  higher  forested 
mountains  which  are  cleared  and  where  the  Varying 
Hare  formerly  had  his  home,  is  considered  by  Mr. 
Bangs  to  be  entitled  to  rank  as  a  subspecies  which  he 
calls  the  Alleghenian  Wood  Hare  {Lepus  ayhaticaa 
transitionaluf), 

Tliese  Hai-es  last  named  are  so  abundant  in  some 
sections  of  Pennsylvania — particularly  is  this  said  to 
be  the  case  in  Clearfield  and  Northumberland  coun- 
ties— as  to  be  a  serious  nuisance  to  farmers.  The 
"Cottontails"  destroy,  fruit  growers  and  nurserymen 
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say,  great  uumbers  of  small  fruit  trees  about  their 
premises.  The  common  everyday  Rabbit,  with  which 
every  farmer's  boy  is  well  acquainted,  is  called  the 
Carolinian  Wood  Hare  (Leptu  sylvaticus). 

DON'T  USE  SNARES  OR  FERRETS. 

However,  notwithstanding  the  mischief  thej  do,  it  is 
not  legal  to  use  snares,  other  similar  devices,  or  Fer- 
rets to  capture  these  mammals  which  inhabit  the 
woods  and  cultivated  fields. 

FOXES. 

•  Both  the  Red  Fox  and  the  Gray  Fox  are  found  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  are  destroyers  of  gam^  birds  and 
small  mammals.  The  Red  Fox  is  particularly  fond  of 
poultry;  he  also  captures  many  mice  and  insects,  and, 
sometimes,  he  kills  lambs  and  pigs. 

THE  WILD  CAT. 

This  animal,  which  is  so  extremely  destructive  of 
game,  as  well  as  of  the  farmers'  poultry,  that  he 
chances  to  meet  on  his  foraging  expeditions,  is  found 
in  a  number  of  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  accord- 
ing to  all  accounts  this  species  is  increasing  quite 
noticeably  in  several  regions  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  Wild  Cat  is  quite  common  in  Clearfield,  Cameron, 
Clinton,  Elk,  Forest,  McKean,  and  Potter  counties. 

Wild  Cats  appear  to  have  multiplied  in  recent  years 
so  rapidly  in  several  counties  of  I'ennsylvania  that  at 
the  last  session  of  our  Legislature  ('97),  by  the  earnest 
efforts  of  prominent  residents  of  Cameron,  Clearfield, 
Lycoming,  Elk  and  a  few  other  counties  a  bounty  of 
two  dollars  per  head  was  placed  on  these  animals. 
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THE  RACCOON. 

The  *Coon'  is  eommon  and  well-known.  It  occure 
generally  throiighout  Pennsylvania,  from  which  region 
large  numbers  of  pelts  of  this  corn-loving  animal  are 
annually  shipped.  Raccoons  catch  fish,  and  they  feed 
upon  mice,  fro^,  young  birds,  birds'  eggs,  crayfish 
mollusks,  turtles  and  their  eggs.  They  capture  large- 
sized  insects;  nuts,  fruits  and  poultry  are  dainty  mor- 
sels for  these  animals  which  are  more  des»tructive  to 
com  than  any  other  of  the  farmer's  possessions. 

THE  OTTER. 

This  wary  and  valuable  fur-beai-ing  animal,  so  de- 
structive to  fish,  is  found  about  streams  and  lakes  in 
nearly  every  section  of  the  State,  but  it  is  nowhere 
abundant  and  may,  not  improperly,  be  classed  among 
the  species  termed  rare.  Individuals  of  this  species 
are,  of  course,  much  oftener  found  about  streams  and 
lakes  or  old  splash  dams  in  the  mountains  and  sparse- 
ly-settled districts  than  elsewhere  in  Pennsylvania. 
Two  or  three  years  ago  two  were  captuied  along  the 
Brandywine  Creek,  near  Chadd's  Ford,  Delaware 
county. 

The  Otter  loves  Brook  Trout  and  he  delights  to  make 
his  home  in  localities  where  this  toothsome  food  is 
plentiful  and  readily  obtained  without  continued  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  man,  his  most  deadly  foe. 

THE   VIRGINIA   DEER. 

The  Virginia  Deer  is  found  in  a  wild  state  in  many 
regions  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tn  the  counties  of  Clearfield.  Potter,  Pike,  Elk,  Clin 
ton,  Fulton,  Franklin,  Adams,  Tioga  and  Huntingdon, 
the  species  is  said  to  bo  of  frequent  occurrence.     In 
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1890,  reeorde  show  that  119  of  these  animals  were 
killed  in  Pike  county;  about  1892  or  *93  over  sixty  were 
captured  in  the  Diamond  Valley  (Huntingdon  county). 
Mr.  Rhoads  says,  quoting  Mr.  Seth  Nelson: 

"In  the  period  between  1861  and  1865  the  deer  became  so 
numerous  in  that  county  (Clinton)  that  they  generally  damaged 
the  crops,  and  snaring  was  employed  to  diminish  their  num- 
bers. In  contrast  with  this  there  were  killed  in  1895,  in  his 
vicinity,  all  told,  only  ten  deer,  and  most  of  these  out  of  season, 
by  wild  hounds  or  pot  hunters.  The  chief  agencies  in  the 
extermination  of  deer  are  forest  fires  and  wandering  dogs,  both 
of  which  pursue  their  relentless  course  during  the  entire  year, 
the  latter  being  ten  times  as  destructive  as  the  Gray  Wolf  ever 
was." 

WITH  PROPER  STATE  AID  DEER  WILL  INCREASE. 

If  the  lawmakers  of  Pennsylvania  will  enact  proper 
measures  which  will  enable  county  officers  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Forestry  Commissioner  to  keep 
in  check  the  disastrous  forest  fires,  game  of  all  kinds* 
should  increase  rapidly,  now  that  we  have  such  a  good 
law  for  the  protection  of  birds  and  mammals. 

If  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Game  Commissioners 
receives,  as  it  should,  from  the  Commonwealth,  money 
to  fairly  compensate  Game  Wardens  to  enforce  the 
new  law  of  1897,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  Virginia 
Deer,  and  other  kinds  of  game  will  be  much  more  plen- 
tiful. The  days  of  the  professional  market  hunter 
were  numbered  in  this  State  when  the  Harris  Game 
bill  became  a  law  June  4th,  1897. 

THE  BLACK  BEAR. 

This  animal  is  found  in  nearly  every  county  where 
the  Virginia  Deer  occurs  with  any  degree  of  regularity. 
In  some  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  particularly  large 
ar^as  of  land  from  which  the  timber  has  been  cut  and 
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brush  has  grown  up,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  in  the 
ininds  of  experienced  woodsmen  that  Bears  have  be- 
itonie  nuuh  more  numerous  than  they  were  fifteen  or 
twenty  ytnirs  afjo.  Fur  dealers  claim  that  about  150 
Hears'  skins  are  annnally  shipped  to  the  markets 
from  I^eniisylvaiiia. 

'Phe  Bear  is  omnivorous.  Dr.  Merriara  referring  to 
his  food  says: 

*'Hls  larder  consists  not  only  of  mice  and  other  small  mam- 
mals, turtles,  frogs,  and  flsh;  but  also,  and  largely,  of  ants  and 
their  eggs,  bees  and  their  honey,  cherries,  blackberries,  rasp- 
berries, blueberries,  and  various  other  fruits,  vegetables  and 
roots.  He  sometimes  makes  devasting  raids  upon  the  barn- 
yard, slaying  and  devouring  sheep,  calves,  pigs  and  poultry. 
In  confinement  he  share®  with  the  inmates  of  the  hog-pen 
whatever  is  left  from  his  master's  table." 


In  addition  to  the  several  species  and  subspecies 
(local  or  geographical  races)  of  mammals  referred  to 
on  preceding  pages  there  are  in  Pennsylvania  the  fol- 
lowing, of  which  but  brief  mention  will  be  made: 

Two  species  of  Weasels,  two  kinds  of  Minks,  eight  or 
nine  varieties  of  soft-furred  Moles  and  Shrews,  concern- 
ing the  economic  relations  of  which  so  many  diverse 
opinions  are  entertained  by  farmers  and  sportsmen; 
and  at  least  a  half  dozen  species  of  insect-destroying 
Bats. 

THE  BATS  WINTER  HOME. 

Bats,  like  some  other  of  our  mammals,  spend  the 
winter  months  in  retirement.  In  Centre  county  there 
is  a  cave  about  fourteen  hundred  feet  long,  containing 
numerous  large  chambers  and  showy  stalactites  and 
stalagmites.  This  immense  cavern,  penetrating  the 
whole  length  of  a  small  mountain  range,  has  the  floor 
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covered  with  v.ater  several  feet  deep.  To  explore  it 
one  most  go  in  a  boat  and  take  a  jjuide,  both  of  which 
are  always  obtainable.  The  boat's  bow  is  famished 
with  a  large  light,  otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  to 
see  anything  in  the  Stygian  darkness  that  invades 
every  nook  and  corner  of  this  weird  opening  that 
penetrates  the  bowels  of  mother  earth.  'Riis  place, 
called  Peon's  Cave,  is  the  source  of  Penn's  creek.  The 
stream,  with  its  several  feeders,  is  noted  for  the 
abundance  and  excellence  of  8i)eckled  beauties  (trout) 
they  contain.  Pew  sections  of  the  State  afford  better 
Raffed  Grouse  shooting  than  is  to  be  found  in  tiie 
mountains  around  these  cool,  healthful  and  rapidly- 
flowing  streams.  Penn's  Cave — a  modest,  old-fashion- 
ed summer  resort — can  be  reached  by  a  braneh  of  the 
Northern  Central  Railroad,  which  extends  from  Mon- 
tandon  to  Bellefonte.  In  the  winter  season  the  cave  is 
the  harboring  place  of  thousands  of  Bats  which  con- 
gregate in  great  masses  on  the  limestone  rocks  where 
they  escape  the  piercing  winter's  cold,  and  remain  in 
quiet,  ham:ony  and  contentment,  unless  their  hiding 
place  is  ii  vaded  by  human  beings,  when  they  crawl 
over  ont  another  or  fly  aimlessly  about  the  boat  and 
its  occupants,  uttering  all  the  while,  in  their  squeaking 
way,  tlie  most  violent  protests  at  being  aroused  from 
their  winter's  nap. 

Bats  are  beneficial.  They  destroy  great  numbers  of 
insects — particularly  flying  species.  They  do  not  dis- 
turb the  young  of  birds  nor  do  they  destroy  young 
chickens  as  some  persons  suppose  they  do. 

THE   OPOSSUM. 

We  have  a  single  species  of  the  Opossum — the  only 
marsupial  in  the  State — and  of  this  auimars  breeding 
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habits  some  highly  erroneous  ideas  are  prevalent.  The 
Opoesum  is  abundant  in  the  South,  where  it  is  greatly 
esteaned  for  table  use.  The  long  shaggy  coat  of  the 
Opossum  is  considerably  used  by  furriers  in  the  manu- 
facture of  different  articles  of  wearing  apparel.  This 
animal  subsists  on  both  animal  and  vegetable  food. 

THE   PORCUPINE. 

The  Porcupine  whose  head,  back,  and  tail  are  abund- 
antly furnished  with  hard  spines,  hidden  in  a  thick 
coat  of  fur  and  straggly  long  hairs,  is  still  to  be  fre- 
quently found  in  the  hemlock  forests  of  the  mountain- 
ous regions.  This  animal,  some  believe,  seems  to  have 
been  made  for  one  purpose  and  that  is  to  add  misery 
to  the  lives  of  hunters,  who  take  dogs  in  hemlock 
districts  where  this  dark-coated  and  yellow-toothed 
animal  goes,  so  that  he  can  visit,  in  the  still  night 
hours,  lumber  camps  for  salty  food,  or  browse  on  the 
tender  evergreen  boughs.  The  Porcupine  does  not, 
when  defending  himself,  discharge  Ws  spines  or  quills 
as  some  people  say  he  does. 

THE   MUSKRAT. 

The  Muskrat  is  common  and  generally  dispersed 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Many  thousands  of 
these  animals  are  every  year  killed  along  water 
courses,  and  mill  ponds.  Their  fnr,  which  is  marketed 
at  a  low  price — at  least  In  a  raw  state — ^is  made  Into 
different  articles  of  wearing  apparel  and  sold  under 
various  names.  This  amphibious  rat  eats  the  farmer's 
corn,  if  a  field  with  this  growing  cereal  is  near  the 
stream  or  pond  which  he  and  his  relatives  inhabit:  he 
also  feeds  on  mussels  and  fish.    Several  persons  have 
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informed  me  he  will  catch  ducklings  of  wild  and  do- 
mesticated kinds. 

THE  CHIPMUNK  OR  GROUND  HACKEY. 

The  common  evevy-day  Chipmunk,  which,  in  our 
happy  boyhood  days  we  chased  along  the  fences  and 
into  his  subterranean  home  under  shelving:  rocks, 
moss-covered  stumps,  and  stately  forest  trees,  has  been 
carefully  studied  by  naturalists  who  have  found  an- 
other Chipmunk  which  is  denominated  lyateri  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  typical  slriatua  that  occurs  so 
plentifully  in  the  southern  half  of  Pennsylvania,  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  Canadian  form  (lysteri)  is  sup- 
posed to  be  present  in  our  northern  counties.  Chip- 
munks feed  largely  on  mast;  they  sometimes  steal  the 
farmer's  corn,  but  to  compensate  such  injury  they  prey 
on  army  worms  and  sometimes  catch  yellow  butter- 
flies. 

RATS   GALORE. 

Rats,  at  least  some  kinds,  are  plentiful  and  most 
vexatious.  They  eat  a  great  amount  of  young  poultry 
and  ^gs;  also  devour  grain  and  are  a  nuisance  gen- 
erally. Oftentimes  when  the  hen  coop  is  raided  the 
Skunks,  Raccoon,  Opossum  or  little  agile  Weasel  are 
made  to  pay  the  penalty  with  their  lives  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  angry  owner,  who  blames  them  for  the 
thieving  act  of  the  cunning  Norway  Rat,  which  is  alike 
abundant  in  coal  and  iron  mines,  about  farm  bnildinprs 
and  in  the  large  cities.  A  black  coated  rat  is  of  fre- 
quent orcurrer.ce  in  the  neigliborhood  of  Soranton: 
perhaps  it  is  the  Black  Rat  {Mus  rattus)^  an  introduced 
species. 
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THE   CAVK  RAT. 

There  resides  in  some  of  oar  mountainous  sections  a 
large  hairy-tailed  and  long  whiskered  animal  called 
the  Allegheny  Cave  Rat  (Neotoma  magiater)^  Of  the 
habits  of  this  mammal  I  know  nothing  from  personal 
observation.  I  have,  however,  seen  the  species  in 
Juniatn,  lIvintiijj;don,  Clinton  and  Centre  counties. 
Woodsmen  say  this  rat  will  catch  young  chickens  and 
suck  eggs;  that  it  is  fond  of  wild  birds  as  well  as  their 
eggs,  and  like  other  rats  will  eat  grains  or  other  vege- 
table materials. 

THE  FLYING   SQUIRREL. 

This  little  animal  is  common  and  occurs  generally 
throughout  Pennsylvania.  It  usually  lives  in  the 
woods,  but  sometimes  will  take  up  its  abode  in  lofts 
of  farm  houses  or  hide  under  a  roof,  back  of  plaster, 
and  from  some  convenient  opening  come  out  to  steal 
chestnuts,  shellbarks,  hazle  nuts,  etc.,  which  the  school 
children  have  stored  away  to  eat  during  the  long,  cold 
winter  nights. 

SKUNKS. 

In  the  common  nomenclature  of  naturalists  there 
are  two  forms  of  Skunks  in  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
designated  by  the  names  Canadian  Skunk  and  Caro- 
linian Skunk.  These  animals  prowl  about  in  the 
night  to  do  good,  but  sometimes  they  find  hens'  nests, 
and  the  riper  the  eggs  are,  the  better,  it  is  said, 
they  are  to  the  palate  of  the  Skunk.  In  their  noc- 
turnal wanderings  they  frequently  get  into  trouble  in 
various  ways,  and  often  cause  great  inconvenience  to 
persons  who  have  business  or  love  matters  which  corn- 
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pel  them  to  travel  after  daylight  in  vehicles  -ilong 
public  highways. 

■'^  THE  MOST  USEFUL  MAMMALS. 

Farmers  and  sportsmen,  in  fact  people  in  general, 
speak  ill  of  Skunks,  and  although  they  are  probably  the 
most  useful  of  all  our  mammals  in  destroying  noxious 
insects  and  troublesome  mice,  farmers  and  horticul- 
turists will  encourage  their  destruction. 

Skunks  are  easily  domesticated  and  become  as  gentle 
as  kittens,  and  they  can,  a  writer  afQrms,  be  handled 
with  impunity  if  care  is  taken  to  use  the  tail  as  a 
handle. 

Skunks  are  prolific  animals,  and  they  are  abundant 
in  this  Commonwealth  where  many  thousands  are 
every  year  captured  and  their  pelts  shipped  mostly  to 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  markets. 

THEY  DO  GOOD  SERVICE. 

Notwithstanding  the  untold  services  which  these 
animals  do  in  the  farming  districts,  farmers  as  a  rule 
allow  hunters  and  trappers  to  employ  all  devices  which 
their  ingenuity  can  invent  to  slay  these  four-footed 
protectors  of  cultivated  crops.  Htrange,  is  it  not,  how 
prejudice  and  ignorance,  like  love  and  confidence 
wrongfully  placed,  will  often  lead  one  to  do  that  which 
sooner  or  later  does  him  serious  injury? 

It  would  be  a  wise  expenditure  of  public  money  if 
the  State  oflBcials  who  have  full  power  would  direct 
subordinates  who  are  entirely  competent  to  do  such 
work  to  prepare  and  have  published  for  the  widest 
possible  circulation  to  school  children  and  farmers, 
books  and  bulletins  which  would  fully  explain  the 
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birds,  maJiimals,  lui^ectB,  trees  and  plants  and  the  value 
wliich  most  of  them  are  to  the  human  race. 

Such  publications^  if  properly  illusti^ated,  would  be 
of  far  more  service  to  the  people  at  large  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  than  the  cumbersome  and  tardy 
Legislative  Record,  and  certain  other  documents 
which  so  often  find  I  heir  way  to  the  junk  shoi>^ 

LET    THE    MILLIONAIRE    HELP    THE    POOH. 

Generally,  however,  when  efforts  are  made  to  pi'o- 
vide  for  such  really  useful  publications,  which  will 
be  of  great  worth  to  the  poorer  classes,  and  which 
would  be  paid  for  largely  by  corporations  and  in- 
dividual taxpayers  of  large  holdings,  some  wise  (?) 
fellow  comes  forward  and  cries  **econoniy/*  '*j()b/'  etc. 
I  have  known  individuals  to  raise  such  protests,  and 
having  been  in  a  position  to  know  something  of  their 
official  acts  and  broken  political  contracts,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  their  utterances,  made  most  guardedly  and 
by  insinuation  under,  often,  the  mask  of  hypcH'ntical 
friendship,  were  given  birth  to  hide  their  own  ques- 
tionable methods,  even  if  it  did  injury  to  others  who 
endeavored  to  be  honest  and  when  placed  in  official 
places  faithfully  tried,  to  the  best  of  their  abilil.v,  to 
give  to  the  public  printed  matter  in  an  attractive  and 
useful  form. 

THE  WOODCHUCK. 

This  bothersome  animal,  which  is  known  to  many 
as  the  Ground  Hog,  is  common  and  of  wide  distribu- 
tion throughout  the  State. 

WHAT  A  PRACTICAL  FARMER  WROTE. 

My  good  old  friend,  the  late  A.  C.  Sisson,  of  La 
Plume,  Pa.,  about  two  years  ago,  and  but  a  few  days 
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before  his  sudden  death,  which  was  lamented  by  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  this  true  christian  and 
honest  gentleman,  wrote  as  follows: 

*'The  Ground  Hog,  or  Woowchuck,  is  fast  becomln^r  one  of 
the  farmers  and  gardner's  most  destructive  enemies.  I  would 
most  earnestly  recommend  legislative  aid  in  suppressing  this 
intolerable  nuisance.  There  should  be  a  bounty  of  at  least 
twenty-five  cents  upon  every  one  killed.  I  have  looked  in  vain 
for  some  one  redeeming  trait  in  this  sneaking,  groveling  curse 
to  the  agriculture  of  our  State.  He  is  a  gross  feeder,  devour- 
ing nearly  as  much  clover  as  a  full  grown  sheep;  he  eats  to 
give  him  strength  to  dig  holes,  and  then  he  digs  holes  to  give 
him  an  appetite  for  more  clover.  He  takes  supreme  delight  in 
tearing  the  bark  from  young  fruit  trees,  and  will  wipe  out 
entirely  a  good  sized  bean  patch  in  a  day,  and  will  make 
truck  gardening  impossible  in  many  localities,  and  his  sub- 
terraneous excavations  make  it  dangerous  to  drive  teams  over 
our  fields.  It  is  said  that  he  hibernates  in  the  winter  and 
ceases  for  a  time  to  follow  his  damaging  occupation,  but  It 
would  seem  that  he  simply  retires  when  he  can  spend  the 
long  winter  months  in  making  diagrams  for  new  and  more 
extended  operations  for  the  coming  season.  Whether  or  not 
he  could  be  domesticated  and  educated  so  as  to  be  utilized 
in  promoting  sub-irrigation  and  laying  drain  tile,  is  an  unex- 
plored field  for  scientific  investigation." 

THEY  ARE  GOOD  FOR  FOOD. 

The  succulent  vegetable  diet  of  the  burrowing 
Woodchuck  makes  his  flesh,  particularly  when  he  is 
young,  a  most  toothsome  article  of  food  for  man,  con- 
sequently this  species  is  much  sought  after  by  many 
for  the  table.  The  thick  and  strong  hide  when  prop- 
erly cured  is  used,  I  am  informed,  in  some  sections  to 
make  shoes  which  are  said  to  be  particularly  durable. 
Sulphur  fumes,  gun  powder,  or  dynamite  when  ignited 
and  placed  in  the  Woodchuek's  undorp'onnd  retreats, 
speedily  destroy  him;  and  a  rifle  in  skillful  hands  will 
soon  enable  the  farmer  to  rid  himself  of  these  annoy- 
ing: nnimals. 
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THE   MICE. 

Last,  and  among  the  least,  so  far  as  their  physical 
development  is  concerned,  we  have  the  Mice,  which 
in  species,  number  nine,  and  this  number  will  likely 
be  augmented  when  more  careful  investigations  are 
made.  While  these  mammals,  so  far  as  size  is  con- 
cerned, are  insignificant  to  look  upon,  they,  or  at 
least,  certain  si>ecies — ^notably  those  tei'med  Meadow 
and  Field  Mice — are  of  great  economic  importance.  In 
districts  where  theee  little  rodents  abound  they  do 
^'leat  (lauuige  and  cnuRe  thousands  and  thousands 
of  dollars  loss  annually  in  the  agricultural  com- 
munities. Wlien  the  farmer  is  at  rest  in  the  night 
time  these  sprightly,  sleek-coated  little  robbers  be 
come  most  active  and  prey  upon  the  results  of  the 
husbiindman's  care  and  labor. 

The  common  ITouse  Mouse,  an  exotic,  is  omnivorous; 
it  has  been  known  to  kill  cage  birds  and  young  chick- 
ens. The  White-footed  Mouse  likes  honey  and  he  also, 
it  is  said,  hae  been  known  to  attack  chickens  but  a  few 
days  old.  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam,  writing  of  the  White- 
foot  Mouse,  pays: 

"It  is  fond  of  flesh,  ard,  like  the  Flylnj?  Sciuincl,  eagerly  de- 
vours dead  birds  (pla<?ed  in  its  way.  Indeed,  this  Is  done  so 
naturaUy,  that  the  suspicion  arises  as  to  whether  It  does  not 
{sometimes  capture  and  prey  upon  the  smaller  birds  on  their 
roosts  at  night." 

MICE,    HAWKS   AND    OWLS. 

The  thoughtful  person  says:  Why  is  it  that  these 
nimble  four-footed  pests  which  inhabit  the  meadow 
and  grass  fields  have  increased  so  rapidly  within  the 
last  few  years?  The  answer  is:  In  the  first  place 
they  are  hardy  and  exceedingly  prolific;  then  popular 
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prejudice  aud  wideHpread  igiiorauce  tlirouglioul 
Penn8}i?aiiia,  a  few  years  ago,  prompted  the  lawmak- 
ers to  pass  a  measure  wiiicb  allowed  bounties  to  be 
paid  for  all  kinds  of  Hawks  and  Owls  as  well  as  some 
other  animale.  These  birds,  with  few  exceptions, 
iLud  some  of  I  lie  mamumls,  also,  which  were  included 
in  the  bountj  law,  lived  almost  wholly  on  Meadow 
Mice.  These  birds  of  prey  and  their  co-partners,  or 
the  mice-destroying  mammals,  had  voracious  appetites, 
and  being  numerous  in  agricultural  districts,  they  read- 
ily kept  the  Mice  in  check. 

The  stimulus  which  Scalp  Acts  gave  hunters  to 
slay,  seemingly  without  any  consideration,  nearly  all 
kinds  of  wild  birds  and  mammals  they  found,  re- 
sulted in  the  killing  of  many  thousands  of  animals 
whose  dietary  consisted  almost  entirely  of  destructive 
Mice.  Hawks  and  Owls,  which  are  foremost  among 
Nature's  natural  agencies  to  aid  man  in  combating 
the  voles  or  Meadow  Mice,  are  not  prolific  like  many 
others  of  the  feathered  kind. 

The  cruel  warfare  so  relentlessly  waged  for  many 
years,  with  Legislative  aid,  against  these  faithful 
guardians  of  the  farmer's  crops,  is  now  being  most 
dearly  paid  for  by  the  loss  annually  of  thousands  of 
dollars  through  ravages  of  the  rapidly  increasring 
anny  of  well  fed,  sleek  Meadow  or  Field  Mice. 

FISHES. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  kinds  of  fishes,  it  is  said,  are 
found  in  the  waters  (Lake  Erie  included)  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.   Many  of  these  are  highly  valuable  for  food. 

The    Susquehanna    river   at   different   points,    fur- 
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nishes  excellent  sport  to  anglers  who  desire  to  catch 
bass,  perch,  salmon  and  other  varieties  of  the  finny 
inhabitanta 

Brook  Trout,  which  sometimes  will  eat  Mice,  are 
abundant  in  many  of  the  cool  mountain  streams,  and  in 
the  winter  season,  when  the  numerous  lakes  in  north- 
eastern Pennsylvania  are  frozen  over,  fishing  with  the 
"tip-up"  for  pickerel,  through  holes  made  in  the  ice,  is 
a  favorite  diversion  with  many  persons.  Certain  spe- 
cies of  fish  catch  ducks  and  sometimes  other  feathered 
animals,  but  the  damage  they  do  in  this  direction  is  not 
very  great 
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Section  1. 


EASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA,  NEW  JERSEY,  AND 

THE  DELAWARE  AND  VIRGINIA 

PENINSULA. 


Principal  Kinds  of  Game. 

MAMMALS: 

Rabbits,  Squirrels,  Raoooons,  Foxes,  Deer. 

BIRDS: 

Quail,  Ducks,  Pheasauts,  Reed  Ki>ds,  Snipe,  Rail  Birds,  Wood- 
cock, Geese,  Doves,  Plover,  Marsti  Hens. 

PrINOIPAL  EiNDB  op  FlBH. 
SALT  WATER: 

Sheepshead,  Bass,  Weakfish,  Dnim,  Porey,  Blue  Fish,  Flounder, 
Black  Fish. 

FRESH  WATER: 
Bass,  Perch,  Pike,  Trout,  Carp,  Catfish,  Rock  Fish,  Sun  Fish. 

RABBITS. 

Rabbits  seem  to  be  the  most  generally  distributed 
mammalian  game  to  be  foand  in  the  territory 
reached  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  They  are 
most  plentiful  in  the  Eastern  agricultural  districts, 
in  the  lowlands  and  meadows  along  the  Atlantic 
(3oast,  and  in  that  long  stretch  of  timber  land  com 
monly  called  *nt>arren8,''  extending  through  New  Jer- 
sey from  the  vicinity  of  Raritan  Bay  southward  to 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Maurice  liver.  The  best  lo 
ealities  for  hunting  this  kind  of  game  are  near  Wood- 
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bine,  Cape  May  county,  New  Jersey,  on  the  Cape 
May  Division  of  the  West  Jersey  and  Seashore  Rail- 
road, and  in  the  forests  near  Atco  and  Winslow  Junc- 
tion, Camden  county.  New  Jersey,  on  the  Atlantic 
City  Division.  Good  hunting  is  also  reported  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Spotswood,  Middlesex  county.  New 
Jersey,  on  the  Amboy  Division;  also  around  Island 
Heights  in  Ocean  county.  All  of  these  towns  furnish 
good  hotel  accommodations,  and  with  the  exception  of 
Atco  and  Island  Heights  no  guides  are  needed;  at  the 
latter  points  guides  are  preferable  and  can  be  se- 
cured. Rabbits  are  also  reported  plentiful  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lewes  and  Rehoboth,  Sussex  county,  Dela- 
ware, on  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington  &  Baltimore  Railroad.  Ample  hotel 
accommodations  are  afforded,  and  no  guides  are 
needed. 

SQUIRRELS. 

^uirrels,  like  Rabbits,  are  found  throughout  the 
eastern  section  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
Delaware.  They  are  less  plentiful,  however,  in  this 
territory,  owing  to  the  absence  of  large  forest  trees. 
They  are,  i>erhaps,  most  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of 
Spotswood,  Middlesex  county.  New  Jersey,  and  along 
the  Millstone  river  in  Somerset  county.  New  Jersey. 
The  first  point  is  reached  via  the  Amboy  Division, 
and  the  latter  via  the  New  York  Division  to  East  Mill- 
stone or  Rocky  Hill.  The  best  Squirrel  hunting,  how- 
ever, is  probably  found  in  the  Allegheny  Mountains. 

RACCOONS. 

Raccoons  seem  to  have  become  quite  scarce.  A  few 
may  still  be  found  along  the  Millstone  river  in  Somer- 
set county.  New  Jersey,  reached  via  the  New  York 
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Oivision  to  East  Millstone  or  Rocky  Hill;  also  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Winslow  Junction,  Camden  county, 
New  Jersey,  on  the  Atlantic  City  Divisi<m  of  the  West 
Jersey  and  Seashore.  They  are  also  reported  in  fair 
numbers  in  the  vicinity  of  Milford,  Kent  county,  Dela- 
ware, on  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington  &  Baltimore  Railroad.  Guides  are  un- 
necessary, and  any  of  the  towns  named  furnish  good 
hotel  accommodations. 

FOXES. 

Foxes  are  reported  very  scarce  in  the  eastern  district 
A  few  are  still  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Hammonton  and 
Egg  Harbor,  Atlantic  county,  New  Jersey,  on  the  At- 
lantic City  Division  of  the  West  Jersey  and  Seashore 
Railroad.  Better  fox  hunting,  however,  is  found 
among  the  Alleghenies. 

DEER. 

At  two  points  only  in  the  eastern  section  are  deer 
reported.  In  the  wooded  districts  lying  between  Egg 
Harbor,  Atlantic  county,  and  Vineland,  Cumberland 
county.  New  Jersey,  deer  hunting  is  said  to  be  still 
quite  good.  Vineland  is  reached  via  the  Cape  May 
Division  of  the  West  Jersey  and  Seashore,  Egg 
Harbor  via  the  Atlantic  City  Division.  Guides  are 
considered  necessary  and  can  be  secured  at  either  of 
the  above-named  points.  Tliese  towns  also  afford 
good  hotel  accommodations. 

BIRDS. 

QUAIL. 

Quail  are  rei>orted  most  plentiful  around  Spotswood, 
Middlesex  county;  Port  Norris,  Cumberland  county; 
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Island  Heights,  Ocean  county,  New  Jersey;  and 
Lewes  and  Rehoboth,  Sussex  county,  Delaware.  Good 
gunning  is  also  found  around  Alloway,  Quinton, 
Bridgeton,  Cape  May,  Rio  Grande,  Ocean  View, 
Woodbine,  Belleplain,  Manahawken,  Atoo,  Hammon 
ton  and  Wenoah,  New  Jersey;  MilfoM,  Seaford,  Kirk- 
wood,  Clayton  and  Smyrna,  Delaware;  Centreville, 
tlopewell,  Ridgley,Trappe,Marydel,Hursleyand  Berlin, 
Maryland;  Pottstown,  Spring  City,  Birdsboro  and 
Auburn,  Pennsylvania.  Guides  are  not  usually 
needed;  but  can  be  secured  where  necessary.  Good 
hotel  accommodations  are  afforded  at  all  of  the  above 
points,  except  Rio  Grande,  New  Jersey. 

WILD  DUCKS. 

The  Chesapeake  Bay  is  the  home  of  wild  ducks,  and 
Hie  shores  of  the  Peninsula  are  their  feeding  grounds. 
Along  the  bays  and  estuaries  of  the  eastern  shore 
especially  they  may  be  seen  in  almoet  any  number 
during  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  Cape  Charles  and 
vicinity  is  probably  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  coun- 
try for  wild  duck  gunning.  Excellent  shooting  may 
also  be  had  in  Hog  Island  Bay,  Pocomoke  and  Tangier 
Sounds,  on  Cobb's  Islamd,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Keller  and  Exmore.  They  are  also  reported  plentiful 
in  Ohinco  Bay  near  Hursley;  in  the  rivers  near  East  on, 
and  on  the  Blackwater  marshes,  Hooper's  Island,  and 
Fat  Bay  near  Cambridge,  Maryland.  In  fact,  good  duck 
shooting  may  be  found  at  almost  any  point  on  the 
Eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  and  on  the  Atlantic 
side  of  the  Peninsula;  the  further  south  probably  the 
better.  Guides  are  generally  necessary,  and  they  can 
be  secured  at  almost  any  point  on  the  Peninsula; 
previous  notice  may  sometimes  be  necessary.    Good 
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hotel  accommodations    are    afforded    at    the    larger 
towns. 

PHEASANTS. 

Pheasants  are  most  plentiful  in  the  Jersey  '•barrens" 
aroond  Brown's  Mills  Junction,  Woodbine,  Bio 
<riande,  Ik-lleplain,  and  Hamnionton;  also  aroond 
Qninton,  Alloway,  Bridgeton,  Manahawken  and  Rocky 
Hill.  Fair  gnnning  is  also  reported  on  Welsh  Monn> 
tains  near  Dowin^rtown.  Guides  are  not  necessary 
and  good  hotel  accommodations  are  afforded  with  the 
exception  of  Rio  Grande. 

REED   BIRDS. 

Reed  birds  are  very  plentiful  in  their  season  along 
the  Lower  Delaware,  the  Delaware  Bay,  and  the  larger 
tributaries.  They  are  reported  most  plentiful  near 
Linwood,  Pennsylvania,  Swedesboro,  Burlingt(m, 
Quinton,  Salem,  Bridgeton,  and  Port  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey.  Guides  are  sometimes  needed  and  can  be 
secured.  All  of  the  above  points  afford  good  hotel 
accommodations. 

SNIPE. 

Snipe  are  found  in  greatest  numbers  in  the  marshes 
and  on  the  river  shores  near  the  coast.  They  are  re- 
ported particularly  plentiful  along  the  Rehol)oth  Bay, 
Rehoboth;  along  the  Indian  river  and  Beach  near 
Frankford,  and  along  the  Delaware  &  Chesapeake 
canal  near  Delaware  Citv',  Delaware.  Good  shooting 
is  also  reported  in  the  marshes  near  Quinton,  Sea  Isle 
C?ity,  and  around  Seaville,  New  Jersey.  Guides  are 
sometimes  desirable  and  can  be  secured.    Good  hotel 
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accommodatioDs  are  afforded   at  all   of  the  above 
named  towns. 

RAIL   BIRDS. 

Rail  birds  are  most  plentiful  in  the  marshes  along 
the  Delaware  bay  and  river  and  their  tributaries. 
They  are  reported  most  abundant  near  Linwood  and 
Oroydon,  Pennsylvania;  Wilmington,  Delaware  City, 
and  Seaford,  Delaware;  Port  Elizabeth,  Bridgetoo, 
Quinton,  8alem^  WenoaL  and  Delanco,  New  Jersey. 
Experienced  pushers  and  good  hotel  accommodations 
can  be  had. 

WOODCOCK. 

Woodcock  are  reported  most  plentiful  around  Belle- 
plain,  Cape  May,  Alloway,  Quinton  and  Atco,  New 
Jersey;  and  along  the  canal  at  Delaware  City,  Dela- 
ware. 

GEESE. 

Wild  Geese  are  most  plentiful  in  Rehoboth  Bay, 
Indian  River  near  Frankford,  and  Isle  of  Wight  Bay 
near  Selbys^ille,  Delaware;  in  Chester  River,  Centre- 
ville,  and  near  Hursley  and  Berlin,  Maryland.  Good 
hotel  accomraondations  are  afforded,  but  guides  are 
hardly  needed. 

DOVES. 

Turtle  Doves  are  most  plentiful  in  season  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Cape  May,  Atco,  Wenonah  and  Martin's 
Creek,  New  Jersey;  and  Seaford  and  Selbyville,  Dela- 
ware.   No  guides  are  needed;  good  hotel  accommoda- 
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PLOVER. 

Good  Plover  shoot iug  \b  found  iu  seaBOu  near  Mohrs 
ville  and  Leespart,  Berks  county;  Waverly,  New  Jer 
sey,  and  Delaware  Oity,  Delaware. 

MARSH  HENS. 

Marsh  Hens  or  Mud  Hens  are  reported  most  plenti- 
ful in  the  marshes  near  Anglesea,  Wildwowl,  Sea  Isle 
Oity,  and  PleaBantville,  New  Jersey.  Guides  are  pre 
ferable;  good  hotel  accommodations  are  afTorded  at 
all  of  these  towns  except  Pleasantville. 

PISH. 

SALT  WATER  FISHING. 

Excellent  salt  water  fishing  is  found  all  along  the 
Atlantic  Coast  from  Cape  Charles,  at  the  mouth  ot 
the  Chesapeake,  north  to  Asbury  Park  and  Long 
Kianch.  The  best  fishing,  possibly,  is  found  in  the  vi- 
cirity  of  Anglesea  and  Ocean  City,  Cape  Ma^v  county, 
Reach  Haven  and  Barnegat,  Ocean  county.  New  Jer- 
sey; Rehoboth,  Lewes,  and  Millsboro,  Sussex  county, 
Delaware;  Ocean  City,  Worcester  county,  Maryland; 
Fmnklin  City  and  Chincoteague,  Acoomac  county, 
and  Cape  Charles,  Northampton  county,  Virginia. 
Alsi»  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Chesapeake  at  Ohes- 
tertown,  Oxford,  Cambridge  and  Crisfield.  At  these 
points  almost  any  kind  of  salt  fish  may  be  found  iu 
large  numbers.  Sea  Bass  are  perhaps  most  plentiful 
in  the  vicinity  of  Anglesea;  Sheepshead  in  Barnegat 
Bay,  Great  Egg  Harbor  Bay,  and  Corson's  Inlet  near 
Ocean  City,  New  Jersey;  Blue  BHsh  in  Barnegat  Bay 
and  Great  Egg  Harbor;  Blackflsh  at  Ohestertown, 
Kent  county,  Maryland;  Flounders  in  Barnegat  Bay. 
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Almost  any  of  the  iSoutli  Jersey  Mea«hore  points  may 
be  reached  from  Philadelphia  by  morning  trains  iu 
time  to  enjoy  a  good  day's  fishing  and  return  again  in 
the  evening. 

FRKSH    WATKH   FISHIN4;. 


The  best  Black  Bass  fishing  is  reported  along  the 
Upper  Delaware  from  Lambert ville,  New  Jersey , 
northward  to  Hancock,  New  York.  Excellent  fishing 
is  reported  near  Milford,  Riegelsville,  Carpenterville, 
Martin's  Creek,  Mannnka  Chunk,  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  and  further  up  at  Port  Jervis,  Narrowsburg,  and 
Cochecton.  Good  fishing  is  also  found  in  the  Brandy- 
wine  near  Wilmington,  and  in  the  Schuylkill  and  its 
larger  tributaries. 

PBRCB. 

Probably  the  best  White  Perch  fishing  in  the  United 
States  is  found  near  Betterton,  Kent  county,  Mary, 
land,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 
Good  fishing  is  also  found  in  the  Delaware  river  as 
far  north  as  Milford,  New  Jersey,  and  generally  a 
considerable  distance  up  all  the  tributaries  of  that 
stream.  Among  the  streams  on  the  Jersey  side  where 
perch  abound  in  their  season  are  the  Rancocas,  Coop- 
er's, Timber,  Woodbury,  Salem,Cohansey,  and  AUoway 
Creeks,  and  Maurice  river.  The  Neshaminy  and 
Brandywine  near  their  mouths  also  abound  with  them. 

PIKID. 

Pike  fishing  is  reported  good  in  the  tributaries  of 
the  Delaware  river,  as  well  as  the  rivers  and  creeps 
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of  the  Delaware  Peninsula.  The  Banoocafl>  Crom- 
wick  and  AUowaj  creeks  afford,  perhaps,  the  beet 
pike  lishing. 

TROUT. 

Tlie  best  Brook  Trout  fishing  in  the  eastern  district 
is  undoubtedly  found  in  Monroe  and  Pike  counties. 
In  the  Big  Bushkill,  Saw,  Broadhead's  and  Lacka- 
waxen  creeks  trout  ai*e  quite  plentiful;  also  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  Upper  Delaware.  Henryville, 
Cresco,  and  Canadensis,  Monroe  county,  furnish  good 
headquarters  for  trout  fishermen. 

CARP. 

Carp  are  becoming  quite  plentiful  in  the  tributaries 
of  the  Delaware,  and  good  fishing  may  be  found  in 
Mantua,  Bancocaa,  Chester,  Daiby,  and  Brandywine 
creeke;  also  in  the  Schuylkill  river  near  Spring  City. 
Carp,  like  some  other  exotic  animals  which  have  been 
brought  to  this  country,  have  become  a  great  nuisance. 
Since  Carp  are  so  numei'ous  in  many  of  our  streams 
and  ponds  it  is  found  that  they  have,  in  some  places, 
almost  depopulated  the  waters  of  other  kinds  of  very 
desirable  fishea  Fortunately  the  laws  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, through  the  efforts  of  our  efficient  Board  of  Fish 
(Commissioners,  do  not  give  protection  to  the  Carp  at 
any  season  of  the  year. 

CAT   FISH. 

Cat  Fisli  are  quite  plentiful  in  all  of  the  streams  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  may  be  found  in  any  of 
the  tributaries  of  the  Delaware  river.  They  are  re- 
IK)rtea  quite  plentiful  at  AUoway,  Bridgeton,  Port 
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Elizabeth^  Westville,  Clayton,  Burlin^on  and  French- 
town,  New  Jersey,  and  in  the  Neshaminy  creek  near 
Croydon. 

ROCK  FISH. 

Rock  Fish  are  reported  quite  plentiful  near  Mana- 
liawken,  Burlington  and  Delanco,  New  Jersey;  Berlin 
and  Centreville,  Maryland;  and  Milford,  Delaware 
City,  and  Clayton,  Delaware.  Good  hotel  accommo- 
dations can  be  had  at  any  of  these  points. 

SUN   FISH. 

Sun  Fish  are  most  plentiful,  perhaps,  near  Fish 
House  Station,  New  Jersey.  They  are  also  «iuite 
numerous  at  Rocky  Hill,  East  Millstone,  AUoway, 
Lumberton,  Florence  and  Burlington,  New  Jersey; 
also  in  the  Schuylkill  river  and  Manatawney  creek 
near  Douglassville,  Berks  county. 
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Section  2. 


OENTEAL     PENNSYLVANIA     WEST    OF    THE 

SUSQUEHANNA  BIVER  AND  ITS  TRIBUTA 

RIES,  AND  EAST  OF  THE   SUMMIT 

OF  THE  ALLEGHENIES. 


PfiiNOiPAL  Kinds  of  Oamk. 

MAMMALS: 

Rabbits,  tSquirrels,  Deer,  Bears,  Foxes,  Raccoons,  Wildcats. 

BIRDS: 

Pheasants,  Quail,  Wild  Turkeys,  Ducks,  Woodcock,  Oeese,  Snipe, 
Reed  and  Rail  Birds. 

Principal  Kinds  of^Fibh. 
fresh  water : 

Brook  Trout,  Bass,  Carp,  Perch,  Pike,  Salmon,  ;Rock  "Fish,  Sun 
Fish,  Oat  Fish.  „,^ 

RABBITS. 

Generally  speaking,  rabbits  are  less  plentiful  in  this 
section  than  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 
They  are  well  distributed  throughout  the  territory, 
however,  and  good  hunting  may  be  found  in  most  of 
the  river  valleys.  The  best  rabbit  hunting  is  reported 
in  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Union  and  Huntingdon,  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  and  near  Tipton,  Blair  county;  also  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Oameron,  Cameron  county, 
Johnsonburg  and  Rathbun,  Elk  County,  on  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Erie  Railroad ;  Snow  Shoe,  Centre  county ; 
Gap  and  Peach  Bottom,  Tjancaster  county,  and  Cono- 
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wingo,  Cecil  county,  Marvland.  With  the  exception 
of  Snow  Shoe,  Rathbun  and  Johnsonburg,  no  guides 
are  needed;  at  these  three  points  guides  are  consid- 
ered necessary  and  can  be  secured.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Tipton,  Rathbun  and  Gap,  all  the  above-named 
points  afford  good  hotel  accommodations. 

SQUIRRELS. 

Squirrels  are  more  numerous  in  this  section,  espe- 
cially among  the  Allegheny  mountains.  They  are  re- 
ported most  abundant  at  Jack's  mountain  north  of 
Mt.  Union,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Huntingdon;  also  at 
Snow  Shoe,  Centre  county,  and  at  Johnsonburg,  Elk 
county.  Good  shooting  is  also  found  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster  county.  At  Snow 
Shoe  and  Johnsonburg  guides  are  considered  necess- 
ary. Good  hotel  accommodations  can  be  had  at  any  of 
these  points. 

DEER. 

Deer  are  reported  most  plentiful  along  the  line  of 
the  Philadelphia  nnd  Erie  Railroad  west  of  liOck 
Haven,  and  while  they  are  nowhere  very  numerous, 
good  hunting  may  still  be  enjoyed  in  the  vicinity  of 
Snow  Shoe.  Look  Haven,  and  Sinnemahoning  (Kar- 
thaus  mountain);  in  the  Diamond  Valley  near  Hunt- 
ingdon; on  Tussey  mountain  near  Spruce  Creek,  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  and  also  on  the  Seven  moutains  near 
Reedsville,  MiflSin  county,  and  on  Bufifalo  mountain 
near  Glen  Iron,  Union  county.  The  best  deer  hunting, 
however,  is  evidently  found  in  that  wild,  mountainous 
region  stretching  westward  from  TiOck  Haven 
through  Clinton,  Centre  and  Clearfield  counties.  It 
is  reached  via  the  Philadelphia  and  FIrie  Railroad  to 
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Lock  Haven,  Karthaus  or  Driftwood,  or  via  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  and  Bald  Eagle  Valley  Railroad 
to  Snow  Shoe.  Guides  are  generally  considered 
necessary  for  deer  hunting,  and  may  be  secured  at  any 
of  the  above  named  stations.  Good  hotel  accommodii- 
tions  can  also  be  had. 

BEARS. 

Bears  are  found  in  various  parts  of  the  AUe- 
ghenies,  along  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie 
Railroad,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Altoona,  They 
are  reported  most  plentiful  on  Karthaus  mountain  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sinnemahoning;  on  the  mountains 
around  Lock  Haven,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Snow  Shoe. 
A  few  may  also  be  found  near  Rathbun  and  Renovo, 
and  also  in  the  Allegheny  mountains  near  Tipton  and 
Altoona,  Blair  county,  and  on  Jack's  mountain  near 
Glen  Iron,  Union  county.  As  in  the  case  of  deer,  the 
best  hunting  grounds  are  evidently  in  Clearfield, 
Centre  and  Clinton  counties,  especially  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Snow  Shoe.  Guides  are  ne^e^.sary,  and 
can  b<*  secured  at  any  of  the  above  mentioned  pi>int.^. 
Good  hotel  accommodations  are  also  afforded,  with 
the  except  ion  of  Tipton  and  Rathbun. 

FOXES. 

Foxes  are  repoi'ted  most  plentiful  on  Jack's  moun- 
tain north  of  Mt.  Union;  among  the  hills  and  moun- 
tains around  Bellwood.  Blair  county,  and  in  Mie  vi- 
cinity of  Johnsonburg,  Elk  county.  They  also  are 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  Milesburg,  Centre  county,  and 
around  Montour  Falls,  New  York.  Guides  are  consid- 
ered uecc  ssary  at  Bellwood,  and  can  be  secured.  Good 
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hotel  act-on.nuodations  can  be  had  at  any  of  the  above- 
named  places. 

RACCOONS. 

Raccoons  are  reported  plentiful  at  Mt.  Union,  Hnn- 
tingdon  county,  Johnsonburg,  Elk  county,  and  Renovo, 
Clinton  county.  Guides  are  considered  necessary  at 
Johnsonburg,  and  can  be  secured.  Good  hotel  accom- 
modations are  afforded. 

WILD  CATS. 

Wild  Cats  are  reported  quite  plentiful  around  John- 
sonburg and  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Mary's  and  Rathbun, 
Elk  county.  Guides  are  needed,  and  can  be  secured. 
Good  hotel  accommodations  can  be  had  at  Johnson- 
burg and  St.  Mary's. 

BIRDS. 

PHEASANTS. 

Pheasants  are  quite  plentiful  throughout  this  sec- 
tion, especially  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  hillsides  at 
the  foot  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  They  are  re- 
ported very  plentiful  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bodine, 
Lycoming  county,  on  the  Northern  Central  Railway; 
also  on  Jack's  mountain  north  of  Mt.  Union,  and  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Huntingdon;  near  Mifflinburg, 
Millmont,  and  Glen  Iron,  Union  county;  near  Ooburn, 
Spring  Mills,  and  at  Zerby,  Centre  county;  around 
Wolf »burg, /Bedford  county;  along  the  Susquehanna 
river  at  Panensville,  Clinton  county;  in  the  vicinity  of 
Rathbun,  Elk  county,  and  ai-ound  Smoke  Run,  Clear- 
field county.  One  of  the  best  localities  I  have  ever 
found  in  Pennsylvania  for  Pheasants  is  at  Loganton, 
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Clinton  county.  To  reach  this  place  you  drive  about 
eighteen  miles  from  Lock  Haven.  Guides  are  not 
usually  needed,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Rathbun, 
p:ood  hotel  accommodations  are  afforded 

QUAIL. 

Quail  are  less  plentiful  than  in  the  eastern  district. 
The  best  shooting  is  evidently  along  the  Lower  Sus- 
quehanna, in  Lancaster  county,  and  in  Cecil  county, 
Maryland.  They  are  reported  in  good  numbers  near 
Conewago,  Pennsylvania,  and  Rising  Sun  and  Gono- 
wingo,  Maryland.  Quail  shooting  is  also  good  in  the 
vicinity  of  Halifax,  Dauphin  county.  There  is  good 
quail  shooting  in  the  agricultural  districts  of  Snyder 
county  about  Selins  Grove,  likewise  in  Columbia 
county  in  the  valley  in  the  neighborhood  of  Catawissa, 
and  also  in  different  points  in  York  county.  Property 
owners,  however,  in  many  of  these  places,  object  seri- 
onsly  to  pinners.  The  best  gtinning,  however,  is  evi- 
dently in  New  Jersey. 

WILD  TURKEYS. 

Wild  Turkeys  are  most  numerous  in  this  district. 
The  best  hunting  ground  seems  to  be  along  Jack's 
mountain  from  Mt.  Union  and  Mill  Creek,  Huntingdon 
county,  northeast  to  the  vicinity  of  Glen  Iron.  Unioi) 
county.  They  are  reported  quite  plentiful  in  the 
mountains  around  Wolfsburg,  Bedford  county,  and 
along  the  Susquehanna  in  the  vicinity  of  Lock  Haven ; 
also  at  Barree,  Huntingdon  county.  They  are  quite 
plentiful  in  Juniata  county.  Guides  are  desirable  to 
direct  strangers  to  the  best  localities,  and  they  can  be 
secured  at  any  of  the  above*  places.  Ample  hotel  ac 
comniodations  are  afforded. 
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DUCKS. 


Ducks  of  various  kinds  are,  of  course,  most  plentifiii 
along  the  Lower  Susquehanna  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chesapeake  Bay.  They  are  reported  most  abundant 
at  North  East,  Principio,  Perryville,  Port  Deposit, 
and  Conowingo,  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aiid  near 
Quantico  and  Woodbridge,  Virginia,  on  the  Washing- 
ton l5k)uthern  Railway.  They  are  also  quite  plentiful 
during  certain  seasons  of  the  year  in  Seneca  Lake, 
Lake  Keuka,  and  at  Sodus  Point,  New  York.  Guides 
are  desirable  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
and  they  can  be  secured  at  any  of  the  above  points. 
Good  hotel  accommodations  can  also  be  secured,  ex- 
cept at  Principio  and  Perryville. 

WOODCOCK. 

Woodcock  are  apparently  nowhere  abundant;  but 
the  best  shooting,  possibly,  is  found  in  Maryland  in 
the  vicinity  of  Conowingo,  Cecil  county,  and  Chase 
and  Stemmer's  Run,  Baltimore  county,  on  the  Maryland 
Division  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Balti- 
more Railroad.  This  kind  of  game  is  also  found  in 
fair  numbers  around  Canton,  Bradford  county.  East 
Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county,  and  along  the  Juniata 
river  near  Altoona.  Guides  are  needed  at  Altoona, 
but  are  not  considered  necessary  at  the  other  points. 
Good  hotel  accommodations  are  afforded,  except  at 
Stemmer's  Rnn. 

QBBSE. 

Geese  may  be  found  along  the  line  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington  &  Baltimore  Railroad  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Ferryman,  Hartford  county,  and  Bengies, 
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Chase  and  Stemmer's  Bun,  Baltimore  county,  Mary- 
land, on  the  Western  shore  of  the  Chesapeake.  Guided 
are  hardly  needed,  but  they  can  be  secured  if  desired. 
Bangles  and  Stemmer's  Bun  afford  no  hotel  accom- 
modations. 

RAIL.  BIRDS.. 

The  Carolina  Bail,  also  named  Sora,  and  often  Im- 
propei'ly  called  "Ortolan,''  is  very  abundant  on  the  ex- 
tensive marshes  of  the  Patuxent  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. The  best  places  to  shoot  these  birds,  in  sea- 
son along  this  riv^,  are  at  Bristol,  and  Nottingham, 
Maryland.  These  points  are  best  reached  by  the 
Pope's  Creek  Branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Potomax; 
Bailroad.  At  both  of  these  localities  sportsmen  and 
naturalists  can  find  poultry-destroying  Hawks  and 
other  animals;  good  hotel  accommodations  and  first- 
class  pushers  (boatmen)  at  reasonable  rates  can  be  se 
cured.  In  September,  1897,  fully  fifteen  thousand 
Rails,  besides  large  numbers  of  Beed  Birds^  and  a 
goodly  number  of  wild  ducks  and  snipe  were  shot  on 
the  marshes  around  Bristol.  As  many  as  150  Rails 
were  credited  to  one  boat  in  a  day;  but  the  average 
was  about  fifty  of  these  toothsome  birds  to  a  tide.  To 
reach  Bristol  from  Philadelphia  go  to  Marlboro  by  the 
cars  and  drive  to  the  river;  and  to  visit  Nottingham 
procure  a  ticket  for  Croome  and  take  horse  and  wagon 
to  the  desired  point.  Arrangements  can  be  made  in 
advance  by  mail  for  pushers,  hotel  accommodations 
and  conveyance  to  and  from  the  railroad  stations.  For 
such  information  address  Wilson  Owens,  Leon  (name 
of  postoffice  at  Bristol),  Md.,  or  Capt.  John  Macrnbbin, 
Nottingham,  Md. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


539 

SNIPE. 

A  few  Snipe  may  be  found  along  tlie  lake  shores 
near  Watkins,  New  York;  also  along  tlie  (Donewago 
creek  near  Conewago,  Lancaster  county;  on  the  Patux- 
ent  river  near  Croome,  Prince  George  county,  Mary- 
land, and  along  Ramney  creek  near  Perryman,  Har- 
ford county,  Maryland.  In  March  and  April,  or  during 
the  vernal  migrations  there  is  usually  very  good  Snipe 
shooting  along  the  Patuxent  river,  especially  in  the 
marshes  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bristol,  Md.  It  is 
nothing  unusual  for  a  skillful  marksman  to  make  a 
bag  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  English  or  Wilson's  Snipe 
in  a  day  at  this  place.  You  can  reach  Bristol  by  river 
steamer  from  Baltimore,  but  the  quickest  way  to  get 
there  from  Philadelphia  is  via  the  Pennsylvania  rail- 
road to  Marlboro,  and  then  drive  about  five  miles.  No 
guides  are  necessary  and  good  hotel  accommodations 
can  be  had. 

REED   BIRDS. 

Reed  Birds  are  found  in  good  numbers  along  the 
Patuxent  river  near  Marlboro,  Croome,  and  Glendale, 
Prince  George  county,  Maryland,  and  in  the  marshes 
near  Bennings,  D.  C.  Good  boatmen  can  be  secured 
at  very  reasonable  rates,  and  the  hotel  accommoda- 
tions are  good.  During  the  first  two  weeks  in  Septem- 
ber Reed  Birds  are  usually  very  abundant  on  the  Pat- 
uxent river  marshes  in  the  neighborhood  of  Marlboro, 
Bristol  and  Croome.  These  places  can  be  reached  in 
a  few  hours  ride  from  Philadelphia. 
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FISH. 

BROOK    TROUT. 

The  l)est  Trout  fi&hing  is  evidently  in  Centre  eounty, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Emporium,  Cameron  county. 
In  Centre  county  the  best  fishing  is  found  in  Buffalo 
Run  and  Spring  Creek  near  Bellefonte;  Pishing  Greek, 
Sinking  Creek  and  Pcnn's  Cn^ek.near  Centre  Hall;  and 
the  Bald  Eagle  Creek,  Moshannon  Creek,  Marsh 
Creek  and  Beech  Creek  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county.  All  of  these  points  are  reached  via  the  Bald 
Eagle  Valley  and  Lewisburg  and  Tyrone  Railroads. 
Bellefonte,  Tyrone,  and  Snow  Shoe  afford  ample  hotel 
accommodations.  In  Cameron  county  the  best  fish- 
ing is  found  in  the  headwaters  of  Elk  creek  and  Clear 
Creek,  and  in  the  numerous  runs  around  Driftwood 
and  Emporium.  Good  fishing  is  also  reported  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Westport  and  Renovo,  Clinton 
county;  Rathbun,  Elk  county;  Adamsburg  and  Beaver- 
town,  Snyder  county,  and  Glen  Iron,  Cherry  Run, 
Union  county ;  also  in  Belle  Run  near  Fnigality,  Cam- 
bria county,  and  in  Spruce  creek  near  Pennsylvania 
Furnace.  All  of  these  paints  except  Pennsylvania 
Furnace  and  Rathbura,  furnish  good  hotel  accommoda- 
tions. Guides  are  usually  desirable  to  locate  the 
streams  and  best  fishing  grounds. 

BASS. 

Bass  fishing  is  reported  good  all  along  the  Susque- 
hanna, Ihe  eluniata  and  their  principal  tributaries. 
The  best  fishing,  however,  is  found  in  the  Lower  Sus- 
quehanna from  Columbia  south  to  the  Chesapeake. 
In  fact,  no  better  bass  fishing  can  be  found  in  the 
country  than  at  Port   Deposit,  Octoraro,   Rowlands- 
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ville,  and  Oonowingo,  in  Cecil  countj,  Maryland;  and 
at  Peach  Bottom,  Piters  Eddy,  McOall's  Perry,  Safe 
Harboc,  and  Washington  Borough,  Lancaster  county. 
Excellent  bass  fishing  is  also  reported  at  Sinnemahon- 
ing,  Cameron  county,  Glen  Union,  Clinton  county  and 
at  Huntingdon,  and  in  the  Bodus  Bay,  Sodus  Point, 
New  York.  Any  of  these  places  other  than  Glen 
Union,  furnish  good  hotel  accommodations  and  guides 
if  desired. 

CARP. 

Carp  are  reported  most  plentiful  in  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Juniata  rivers.  Good  carp  fishing  can  be 
had  at  Altoona,  Blair  county;  Barree,  Huntingdou 
county;  Mill  Creek  and  Mt.  Union,  Huntingdon 
county;  and  Dun  cannon.  Perry  county;  at  Rockville, 
Dauphin  county,  and  Bainbrldge,  Lancaster  county. 
All  of  these  towns  furnish  good  hotel  accommodations 
and  guides  if  desired.  Guides  are  not  generally  con- 
sidered necessary,  however,  for  this  kind  of  fishing. 

PERCH. 

The  best  perch  fishing  is  found  along  the  Lower 
Susquehanna  and  in  the  inlets  and  bays  along  the 
western  shore  of  the  Chesapeake.  Good  perch  fishing 
is  reported  at  Conowingo  and  Perryville,  Cecil  county, 
Maryland;  at  Perryman,  Harford  county,  and  at 
Bengies,  Stemmer\s  Run  and  Chase,  Baltimore 
county,  Maryland,  on  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  Railroad.  Good  fishing  is  also  reported  in 
the  Patuxent  river  near  Croome,  Prince  George  county, 
Maryland;  in  the  Potomac  at  Bennings,  D.  C;  in 
Seneca  Lake  at  Watkfns,  New  York,  and  in  Sodus 
Bar,  Lake  Ontario.     With  the  exception  of  PerryvlUp. 
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Hengies  and  Stemmer's  Bun,  good  hotel  accommoda- 
tions are  afforded  at  all  of  the  above  points.  Qnides 
are  needed  for  fishing  along  the  Chesapeake,  and  can 
be  secured  at  such  points. 

PIKE. 

Good  pike  fishing  is  reported  at  Cherrytree,  Cam- 
bria county;  in  the  mountain  streams  around  Altoona ; 
in  Seneca  Lake  at  Watkins,  New  York;  in  the  Sus« 
quehanna  river  at  Williamsport  and  East  Bloomsburg, 
and  at  Bainbridge,  Lancaster  county;  also  in  the 
streams  around  Bengies,  Chase  and  Stemmer's  Run, 
Maryland,  on  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  &  BaJti- 
more  Railroad.  Good  hotel  accommodations  can  be 
had  at  all  of  the  above  points  except  Bengies  and 
Stemmer's  Run.  Guides  are  considered  necessary  for 
pike  fishing  and  can  be  secured. 

SALMON. 

Salmon  are  found  almost  exclusively  in  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Juniata  rivers.  They  are  reported  most 
plentiful  in  the  vicinity  of  Middletown,  Dauphin 
county,  although  good  fishing  is  also  found  at  Cono- 
wingo,  Maryland;  McCalPs  Ferry,  Safe  Harbor, 
Wrightsville  and  Steelton;  and  as  far  noil^h  as  Glen 
Union,  Clinton  county,  and  Wapwallopen,  Luzerene 
county.  Along  the  Juniata  good  salmon  fishing  is 
found  at  Newport,  Perry  county.  Guides  are  consid- 
ered necessary  for  salmon  fishing,  and  can  be  secured 
at  most  any  of  the  above-named  places.  Good  hotel 
accommodations  are  also  afforded. 

ROCK    FISH. 

The  best  rock  fishing  is  found  along  the  Lower  Sus- 
quehanna, and  in  the  vicinity  of  Chesapeake  Bay;  at 
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Rowlandsville,  Octoraro,  Conowingo,  Perrvman,  Ben- 
gies,  Stemmer's  Run,  and  Ohase,  Md.,  and  at  Port  To- 
bacco and  Croome  on  tlie  Pope's  Creek  Branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad.  Guides  can  be  se- 
cured at  anv  of  these  points,  as  well  as  hotel  accommo- 
dations, with  the  exception  of  Bengies  and  Stemmer'ft 
Run. 

SUN  PISH. 

Sun  Fish  are  reported  most  plentiful  at  Notting- 
ham, Chester  county;  Oonewago,  Lancaster  county; 
at  Perryman,  Harford  county,  and  Hollins,  Baltimore 
county,  Maryland,  on  the  Northern  Central  Railway, 
and  at  Sodus  Point,  New  York.  Good  hotel  accom- 
modati(His  can  be  had  at  any  of  these  points,  except 
Nottingham.    Guides  are  not  necessary. 

CAT  PISH. 

Good  cat  fishing  is  reported  at  Rising  Sun,  Cecil 
county,  and  Bengies,  Baltimore  county,  Maryland;  at 
McOalFs  Ferry,  Lancaster  county;  Bockville,  Dauphin 
county,  and  at  Cherrytree,  Cambria  county.  No 
guides  are  necessary,  and  good  hotel  accommodations 
can  be  had  at  all  these  points  except  Bengies. 
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Section  8. 


WESTERN    PENNSTLYANIl     WEST    OF    THE 

SUMMIT  OP  THE  ALLEGHENY 

MOUNTAINS. 


Pbinoipal  Eimdb  Of  Gams. 

MAMMALS: 
Rabbits,  Foxee,  tiquirrels,  Deer,  Bears. 

BIRDS : 
Pheasants,  Quail,  Wild  Turkeys,  Ducks. 

Pbinoipal  Kinds  of  Fibh. 
fresh  water : 

Trout,  Bass,  Salmou,  Carp,  Perch,  Pike,  Hock  Fish,  Cat  Fish. 
RABBITS. 

West  of  the  AUeghenies  Rabbits  are  most  plentiful 
in  the  mountains  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lilly  and  in 
the  "Big  Woods"  near  Summerhill,  Cambria  county, 
and  around  Nineveh  and  Penn  Station,  Westmoreland 
county.  Guides  are  not  necessary,  but  if  desired  they 
can  be  secured.  Good  hotel  accommodations  are  af- 
forded. 

FOXE^S. 

Foxes  are  reported  quite  plentiful  along  the  Chest- 
nut Ridge  Hillsides,  Westmoreland  county;  also 
around  ^xonburj?,  Butler  county,  ten  miles  west  of 
Ebensburj?,  and  in  the  mountains  around  Lilly,  Cam- 
bria conntv.     Guides  are  uauallv  considered  necessary. 
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and   can  be  secured.    Ample  hotel   accommodations 
are  aiTorded  at  all  the  above  stations  except  Hillside. 

SQUIRRELS. 

Squirrels  are  most  plentiful  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Penn  station,  Westmoreland  county;  they  are  also 
said  to  be  quite  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  Allegheny 
Valley  Junction,  and  around  Ninevah  Station.  No 
guides  are  needed,  and  good  hotel  accommodations 
can  be  secured. 

DEER. 

Deer  are  quite  plentiful  along  the  chestnut  ridge 
and  Laurel  Hill  near  Ninevah  Station,  Westmoreland 
t'ouuty^  and  they  may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Kane, 
in  McKean  county.  Guides  are  necessary  and  can  be 
secured.     Good  hotel  accommodations  can  also  be  had. 

bp:aks. 

Bears  may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Oi^oyland,  Elk 
county,  also  in  the  mountains  at  Farrandsville  above 
Lock  Haven,  and  at  Loganton,  wliich  latter  place  is  also 
in  C'linton  county,  and  can  be  reached  by  wagon  from 
either  Lock  Haven  or  Coburn;  and  about  live  miles 
nortliwest  of  Kane,  McKean  county.  Guides  are 
needed  and  can  be  secured,  as  well  as  ample  hotel  ac- 
co-mmodations.  Bear  shooting,  like  hunting  Wild  Tur- 
keys, is  gericrally  followed  with  very  unsiUisfactory  re- 
sults. I  would  not  recommend  any  one  to  go  after 
Bears  unless  he  is  able  to  do  a  lot  of  hard  tramping 
over  rocky,  bru.sh  covered  mountain  land.  You  should 
also  have  good  dogs  wlii<h  are  experienced  in  pursu- 
ing Bears.     Woodsmen  and  trappers  in  Pennsylvania 
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wlio  hunt  Bears  for  their  fleeh  and  pelts  secure  these 
animals  chiefly  by  trapping,  and  few  of  them  appeal'  to 
make  any  effort  to  educate  dogs  to  fellow  and  harass 
these  hardy  brutes  as  was  done  by  hunters  and  trap 
pers  in  former  years. 

BIRDS. 

PHEASANTS. 

West  of  the  summit  of  the  AUeghenies  Pheasants 
are  reported  most  plentiful  in  the  mountains  around 
Lilly,  Wilmore,  and  Ebensburg,  Cambria  county. 
Good  gunning  is  also  found  near  Export  and  Donohoe, 
Westmoreland  county;  Saxonburg,  Butler  county,  and 
Spring  Greek  and  Youngsville,  Warren  county.  Pri- 
vate accommodations  can  be  secured  at  Export;  no 
hotel  accommodations  are  afforded  at  Donohoe;  good 
accommodations  can  be  had  at  all  the  other  points 
named.  Guides  are  not  generally  needed,  although 
in  Cambria  and  Warren  counties  they  are  desirable 
and  can  be  secured. 

QUAIL. 

Quail  seem  to  be  quite  scarce  west  of  the  AUe- 
ghenies, but  good  shooting  is  reported  to  be  around 
Crab  Tree  and  Penn.  Westmoreland  county,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dunbar,  Fayette  county.  Good  hotel 
accommodations  can  be  secured  at  these  points;  no 
guides  are  needed. 

WILD  TURKEYS. 

Wild  Turkeys  are  reported  plentiful  around  Wil- 
more; along  Black  Lick  Valley,  ten  miles  west  of 
Ebensburg,  and  around  Conemaugh,  Cambria  county; 
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also  alon^  Cliesfnut  Kidge  and  Laurel  Hill,  Westmore 
!and  county.  With  tbr  i  xception  of  Lockport  good 
hot<*l  a<c(mimodations  are  afforded  at  all  of  these 
points.  Guides  are  sometimes  desirable  and  can  Ih» 
secured  where  necessary. 

DUCKS. 

Ducks  are  said  to  be  plentiful  along  the  Gonemaugh, 
at  Nineveh  Station,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year. 
The  town  affords  good  hotel  accommodations,  and  no 
guides  are  needed. 

PISH. 

Hrook  trout  are  reported  plentiful  in  Forest  imd 
J(*fferson  counties,  and  in  the  western  part  of  McKean 
county;  likewise  in  Potter  county.  Good  lishing  is 
found  along^the  tributaries  of  Tionesta  creek  in  Forest 
county;  along  the  branches  of  the-north  fork  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  and  along  the  Kinzua  creek  in  McKean 
eounty.  Pretty  good  trout  fishing  can  be  found  alonji 
the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad  from  Johnsonburg 
to  Oorry.     Guides  are  generally  required. 

BASS. 

Bass  are  reported  most  plentiful  in  Beaver  run,  tiv(» 
miles  west  of  Export,  and  in  the  Oonemaugh  near 
Ninevah,  Westmoreland  county;  in  the  Allegheny 
river  near  Springdale,  Allegheny  county,  and  at  Alle- 
gheny Valley  Junction,  Westmoreland  county;  also 
in  the  creeks  around  Garland,  Warren  county.  Good 
hotel  accommodations  can  be  secured  at  any  of  these 
points;  guides  are  not  needed. 
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SALMON. 


A  few  salmon  may  be  found  in  the  Allegheny  river 
near AUei^beny  Valley  Junction,  Westmoreland  county; 
in  the  Monor-gahela  river  near  Webster,  Washington 
county  and  in  the  Oaneraaugh  at  Summerhill,  Cambria 
county.  Guides  are  not  needed  and  hotel  accommoda- 
tions can  be  secured. 

CARP. 

(iood  carp  fishing  is  found  in  the  Monongahela  river 
at  Webster,  Washington  county,  and  in  the  Alle- 
gheny river  at  Allegheny  Valley  Junction,  Westmore- 
land county. 

PERCH. 

Good  perch  fishing  can  be  had  at  Webster  on  the 
Monongahela  river,  thirty-five  miles  south  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

PIKE. 

Pike  are  reported  quite  plentiful  in  the  Conemaugh 
river  near  Ninevah,  Westmoreland  county.  No  guides 
are  needed  and  good  hotel  accommodations  are  af- 
forded. 

ROCK  FISH. 

Rock  fishing  is  reported  best  in  the  creeks  near  Gar- 
land, Warren  county.  Good  hotel  accommodations 
are  afforded  and  no  guides  are  needed. 

CAT  FISH. 

Cat  Fish  are  reported  quite  plentiful  in  the  Monon- 
gahela river  near  Webster,  Washington  county. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


TAPEWORMS  OF  POULTRY. 

This  chapter  deals  quite  fully  with  a  subject  of  great 
iiupai*taiice,  both  from  a  practical  and  scientific  stand- 
point. As  Dr.  D.  E.  Salmon,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  says,  in  referring  to  this  matter: 

"Our  knowledge  of  the  parasites  of  poultry  is  in  a  very  unsat- 
isfactory condition,  and  the  contributions  to  H  are  so  scattered 
througrh  the  literature  of  the  world  that  they  are  not  available 
to  the  greater  part  of  those  engaged  in  the  investigation  of 
this  and  allied  subjects." 

The  serious  outbreaks  of  epizootics  which  have  oc- 
curred ohielly  in  Euroi)e,  among  domesticated  fowls, 
and  which  have  been  traced  to  tapeworms  which  in- 
fest poultry,  has  led  scientific  men  abroad  to  investi- 
gate, with  gieat  care,  those  internal  forms  of  parasitic 
life.  As  a  result  almost  all  the  literature  on  the  sub- 
ject appears  in 

"Latin,  German,  French,  Danish,  Italian,  etc,  while  in  the 
English  language  we  have  only  a  few  short  notices  concerning 
these   worms.'* — Stiles. 

Within  the  past  two  or  three  years  several  speci- 
mens of  tapeworms  and  other  entozoa  have  been  sent 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture  with 
statements  that  the  fowls  from  which  the  specimens 
were  taken  were  dying  from  some  unknown  disease; 
and  that,  although    the    fowls   at    times    showed    in- 
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creased  desire  for  food,  they  grew  thin,  dull  and  list- 
lesB,  and  leaving,  with  rufUed  feathei*s  and  drooping 
wings,  tlie  rest  of  the  floek,  soon  died. 

In  order  that  an  interest  involving  annually  in  Penn- 
sylvania about  »22,0(M),(MK>  shall  be  fully  dealt  with 
in  a  publication  which  the  Legislature  has  directed 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  the  great  demand  which 
comes  especially  from  farmers  for  such  a  document, 
it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  reproduce  in  thifi 
chapter  the  carefully  prepared  paper  of  Dr.  C.  W. 
Stiles,  entitled 

"A  REPORT  UPON  THK  PRESENT  KNOWLEIXJE  OF  THE 
TAPEWORMS  OF  POULTRY." 

which  was  recently  published  as  part  of  Bulletin  No. 
12  (Bureau  of  Animal  Industry)  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  Tlie 
handsome  illustrations  in  this  chapter,  so  true  to 
nature,  have  been  prepared  from  drawings  made  with 
especial  (tare,  from  sj)ecimens  in  th'e  National  Govern- 
ment Museum,  by  Mr.  Wm.  S.  D.  Haines,  an  artist  of 
rare  ability. 

This  chapter,  made  up  as  it  is  of  the  most  exhaus- 
tive report  which  to  date  has  ever  been  printed  in 
the  English  language  on  the  Tapeworms,  will  no  doubt, 
notwithstanding  its  technical  character,  be  of  great 
service  to  poultry  raisei'S  of  Pennsylvania,  as,  by  its 
teaching,  they  can  learn  that  which  will  enable  them 
to  recognize  and  guard  against  outbreaks  of  disease 
from  parasitic  enemies,  which  have  only  lately  been 
investigated  by  specialists  in  this  countrvw 

Tap(\\onus.  as  well  as  numerous  other  internal 
parasites,  inft^t  wild  birds.  The  abdominal-thoracic 
cavity  of  the  common  Meadowlark  is  frequently  the 
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[•efuge  of  inatwes  or  balls  of  parasites  (filaria?);  under 
the  bony  covering  of  the  skull  of  the  Anhinga  ov  Snake 
bird  u  species  of  parasite  is  usually  to  be  found. 
These  parasites  are  often  seen  in  birds  of  prej  which 
subsist  on  an  animal  diet.  Tapeworms  are  very  com- 
mon in  the  intestines  of  Grow  Blackbirds,  which  are 
omnivorous.  When  in  Florida,  in  1885,  the  writer 
found  the  intestines  of  several  Quail  fairly  gorged 
with  whitish,  pinkish  or  yellowish  colored  tapeworms. 
It  was  noticed  that  the  Quail  had  bt^en  feeding  to  a 
considerable  extent  on  a  small  species  of  batrachian, 
called  by  the  natives  '*rain  or  sand  frogs."  In  a 
period  of  about  three  months,  in  1895,  the  writer  ob- 
tained fully  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  specimens  of 
internal  parasites  from  land  and  water  birds  and  do 
mesticated  fowls  in  Florida.  These  specimens,  pre- 
pared in  aloohol,  with  full  data,  were  presented  to  the 
late  Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.  Many  of  these  specimens, 
some  of  which  were  new  to  science,  were  fully  de 
scribed  by  Prof.  Leidy,  in  Medical  Journals,  etc. 

Unfortunately,  the  fire  of  1897,  which  destroyed  the 
office,  library,  note  books,  etc.,  of  the  writer,  consumed 
a  large  amount  of  data  concerning  tapeworms  and 
other  parasites  of  wild  birds,  mammals  and  domestic 
fowls,  which  had  been  collected  by  me  in  the  field  or 
presented  by  my  esteemed  friend  and  instructor.  Prof. 
Joseph  Leidy,  who  had,  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death, 
accumulated  a  considerable  amount  of  data  concern- 
ing tapeworms  of  domesticated  fowls  and  wild  ani- 
mals. 

B.  H.  WARREN. 
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REPORT  UPON  THE  PRESENT  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  THE  TAPEWORMS  OF  POULTRY. 


BY  CU.   WAKDBLL  RT1LB8 


PART  L 
UENEKAL  DIS0U8SI0N. 

It  hsLB  been  knowu  for  years  that  tapeworms  infest 
domesticated  poultry^  and  in  some  cases  tliejr  cause 
serious  epizootics  among  fowls.  The  outbreaiis  thus 
far  recorded  have  occurred  chiefly  in  Europe,  and  as 
a  natural  outcome  almost  the  entire  work  which  has 
been  published  on  the§e  parasites  is  the  result  of 
European  investigations.  The  literature  upon  the 
subject  is  accordingly  in  Latin,  German,  French,  Dan- 
ish, Italian,  etc.,  while  in  the  English  language  we  have 
only  a  few  short  notices  concerning  these  worms. 
Generic  and  specific  diagnoses  of  the  parasites  of  this 
group  are  almost  unknown  articles  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, while  as  yet  we  have  absolutely  no  reliable  data 
as  to  how  many  species  of  tapeworms  are  found  in 
American  poultry. 

Several  outbreaks  of  tapeworm  disease  have  been 
noticed  in  fowls  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
upon  various  occasions  specimens  have  been  sent  to 
this  Bureau  for  identification.    As  Dr.  Moore  (1895)* 

*A  Nodular  Taeniasis  In  Fowls,  by  Dr.  V.  A.  Moore. 
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has  recently  called  attenti<Mi  to  this  disease,  and  as 
we  shall  probably  hear  of  its  existence  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  it  may  be  well  to  state  at  this  time  what 
is  known  regarding  the  tapeworms  of  domesticated 
fowls  and,  in  response  to  several  requests  from  experi- 
ment stations,  to  give  the  generic  and  specific  diag- 
noses as  they  at  present  stand. 

The  following  table  shows  33  species  which  have 
been  recorded  for  poultry,  but  several  of  these  are 
doubtful  and  probably  several  forms  appear  in  the  list 
more  than  once,  under  different  names.  Besides  the 
forms  given,  one  or  two  other  forms  have  been  re- 
corded, but  can  be  ignored  for  the  present.  A  square 
Ci  signifies  that  the  parasite  is  recorded  only  from  poul- 
try; a  cross  +  that  it  occui's  in  wild  birde,  but  proba- 
bly not  in  poultry;  the  circle  O  signifies  that 
the  parasite  is  recorded  both  in  poultry  and  in  wild 
birds. 
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From  this  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  6  different 
tapewoiTus  have  been  receded  from  pigeons,  2  from 
turkevs,  11  from  eliickens,  2  from  Swans,  7  frcin  geese, 
IG  from  ducks,  and  1  from  ostriches;  1  form  has  been 
recorded  as  common  to  pigeons,  chickens,  and  ducks; 
5  forms  as  common  to  ducks  and  geese;  1  form  as  com- 
mon to  geese  and  swans;  1  as  common  to  pigeons  and 
ducks,  and  1  as  common  to  pigeons  and  chickens. 
These  statistics  are  based  upon  the  suppositions  that 
all  the  parasites  mentioned  are  good  species,  and  that 
the  specific  determinations  of  the  parasites  were  cor- 
rect. A  comparison  of  the  original  types  would,  how- 
ever, undoubtedly  show  that  both  of  these  suppositions 
are  incorrect,  for  many  of  the  species  are  very  poorly 
described,  and  have  been  established  upon  very  limited 
material. 

Many  of  the  »peclflc  diagnoses  existing  to-day  are  almost 
worthless;  some  of  the  species  rest  upon  very  weak  characters 
and  must  undoubtedly  fall,  while  the  synonymy  and  proper 
names  of  the  g'roup  need  thorough  revision.  It  would  be  haz- 
ardous to  make  any  radical  changes  in  the  system  at  present; 
in  fact,  I  do  not  believe  this  should  be  done  unless  the  worker 
has  a  large  series  of  specimens,  with  types,  if  possible,  before 
him. 

IJFE   HISTORY   AND   SOTTRCE   OF   INFt:CTION. 

Fortunately  the  life  history  of  a  number  of  forms  is 
known.  Bo  far  as  yet  worked  out,  the  larval  stage  is 
in  every  case  a  cysticercoid  and  lives  in  some  inverte- 
brate (snail,  insect,  crustacean,  or  worm).  A  glance 
at  the  above  table  and  tlie  remarks  under  each  specifier 
diagnosis  will  show  the  source  of  infection  (interme- 
diate hosts)  so  far  as  known  or  supposed.  There  are 
no  grounds  for  l>elieviiig  that  poultry  can  become  in- 
fected with  tapeworms  directly  from  the  eggs  con- 
tained in  the  droppings. 
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The  life  history  of  tliese  worms  agiees  with  the  life 
history  of  other  tapeworms;  the  ova  of  the  parasites 
are  voided  with  the  excrement  and  are  swallowed  by 
insect)  and  develops  into  a  larval  form  known  in  this 
an  oncosphere)  contained  within  the  eggshell  then 
bores  its  way  from  the  intestine  into  the  body  cavity 
of  the  Intermediate  host  (a  worm,  snail,  crustacean,  or 
insect)^  and  develops  into  a  larval  form,  known  in  this 
eaae  as  a  cysticercoid.  This  larva  develops  into  an 
adult  wonii  when  swallowed  by  a  chicken,  duck,  goose, 
etc. 

The  known  or  supposed  life  history  has  l>een  based  upon  four 
different  methods  of  work,  i.  e. — 

1.  Experimental  infection  of  the  fowls  by  feeding:  to  them 
known  larval  stages  found  in  invertebrates,  and  thus  raising 
the  adult  stage. 

2.  Kxepdmental  infection  of  invertebrates  by  feeding"  to  them 
the  eggs  of  tapeworms  found  in  birds,  and  thus  raising  the 
larval  stage. 

3.  Comparlf^on  of  the  hooks  upon  the  heads  of  adult  tape- 
worms of  birds  with  the  hooks  of  larv^ae  found  in  invertebrates 
and  thus  associating  the  young  and  the  old  stages. 

4.  Wild  speculation  as  to  the  Intermediate  hosts,  based  upon 
negative  results  and  totally  devoid  of  any  scientific  foundation. 

Of  these  four  methods  of  work  the  first  two  give  positive 
proof  of  the  life  history  when  the  experiment's  a-re  successful: 
the  th!rd  gives  a  probability  to  th**  statements,  but  not  a 
proof;  the  less  paid  about  the  fourth  method  the  bettter. 

The  following  are  the  data  we  have  at  present  re 
garding  the  life  history: 

1.  Experimental  infection  of  fowls  with  larvae 
in  invertebrates. 

Davainoa  prolottinai  of  chickens.— Gassl  &  Rovelll  (18S?.. 
1889A,  1892)  fed  the  eggs  (PI.  XV.  fig.  198)  of  this  tapeworm  (PI. 


iThere  are  as  yet  but  few  popular  names  for  the  various 
I>oultry  tapeworms.  Se\Teral  new  fK>pular  names  are  Intro- 
duced in  the  second  part  of  this  paper,  but  for  the  sake  of 
exactness  and  brevity  It  is  necessar>'  to  introduce  the  scientific 
names  In  all  cases. 
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XV.  fig.  194)  to  slugs  (Limax).  and  raised  the  larval  stage  (PI. 

XVI,  figs.  l£r^202)  iD  twenty  days.  Slugs  containing  these  lar- 
vae were  then  fed  to  chickens,  and  within  eight  days  the  four 
segments  were  formed.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  question 
that  chickens  become  infected  with  this  tapeworm  by  eating 
slugs. 

Echinocotyle  Roeseteri  of  ducks — Small  fresh-water  crusta- 
ceans (Cyprls  clnerea)!  containing  a  very  characteristic  larval 
tapeworm  (PI.  XIX,  fig.  251)  were  fed  to  a  domesticated  duck 
by  Rosseter  (1S91A-B,  1S92).  The  duck  was  afterwards  killed 
and  found  to  be  infested  with  tapeworms  possessing  the  same 
iharacteristic  head  (PI.  XIX.  figs.  247-248).  The  Ufe  history 
of  this  form  must  therefore  be  looked  upon  as  experinoentally 
demonstrated. 

2.  Experimental  infection  of  invertebrates  by  feed- 
ing the  eggB  of  avian  tapeworms: 

Davainea  proglottina  of  chickens. — This  case  has  been  dis- 
cussed above. 

Drepanidotaenia  anatina  of  ducks.— Schmidt  (1894)  has  re- 
cently demonstrated  the  life  history  of  this  worm  in  a  manner 
which  places  the  source  of  infection  beyond  question.  He  fed 
large  quantities  of  tapeworm  eggs  to  fresh-water  crustaceans 
(C^pris  ovatai)  and  thus  raised  the  larval  form  (PI.  IX,  fig. 
110).  In  summer  theee  larvae  developed  in  two  weeks,  but  in 
winter  they  required  over  five  weeks  for  their  development,  the 
difference  in  time  being  attributed  to  tlie  difference  in  the 
temperature.  The  same  larval  form  is  described  by  Mraxek 
(1891)  also  from  two  other  mussel  crabs,  i.  e.,  Cypris  incon- 
gruensi  and  Cypris  compressai  (=Cypria  ophthalmica  accord- 
ing to  Moniez). 

3.  Comparison  of  tlie  hooks  upon  the  heads  of  the 
adnit  tapeworms  in  birds  with  the  hooks  of  larvae 
fonnd  in  invertebrates,  and  thus  associating  the  young 
and  old  stages. 

This  method  of  explaining  the  life  history  does  not 

iThere  are  no  popular  names  for  the  numerous  different 
species  of  small  fresh-water  crustaceans.  The  popular  name 
mussel  crabs  Is  used  for  the  Ostracoda  (Cypris,  (Tandona, 
etc.);  water  fleas  for  Daphnia;  cope  pods  for  the  Copepoda  (C?y- 
clops,  PI.  VT.  fig.  67;  PI.  XI.  flg.  130);  flea  crabs  for  Gammarus. 
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furnUh  the  data  which  are  demanded  in  science  of  to 
day,  although  it  shows  what  the  probable  life  history 
is. 

Davainea  tetragona  of  chickens.— Plana  (1881,  1882)  found  two 
larvae  (PI.  XVIII,  figs.  228-229)  In  snails  of  the  genus  Helix, 
which  he  associated  with  this  chicken  tapeworm  (PI.  XVII, 
figs.  219-227,  Pi.  XVIII,  figs.  231-235). 

Dlcranotaenla  coronula  of  ducks. -^Mrazek  (1890)  found  larvae 
(PI.  Ill,  fig.  26)  In  fresh-water  mussel  crabs  (Cypris  ovum  and 
Cyprla  ophthalmlca  (Cypris  compressa);  Rosseter  (1890)  found 
a  cysticercold  in  Cypris  clnerea,  and  Monlez  (1891)  in  Cyprla 
ophthalmlca  and  Oandona  Candida,  which  the  three  respective 
authors  have  associated  with  D.  coronula  of  ducks. 

Dlcranotaenla  spenoides  of  chickens — Grassl  &  Rovelli  (1889A. 
1892)  claim  to  have  found  cysticercolds  (PI.  IV,  flg.  40.)  in  earth- 
worms (Aallobophara  Foetida)  which  they  associate  with  this 
species  of  tapeworm  (PI.  IV,  Figs.  37-38). 

Drepanidotaenia  fasciata  of  geese. — Mrazek  (1890,  1891)  classi- 
fied a  cysticercold  (PI.  VI,  figs.  67-70)  found  in  fresh-water 
crustaceans  (PI.  VI,  fig.  67)  (Cyclops  agllls)  as  the  larva  of  this 
cestode  (PI.  V,  figs.  66-66). 

Drepanidotaenia  graclalis,  of  ducks  and  geese. — Cysticercolds 
(PL  VIII,  Pigs.  94-99)  found  In  fresh-water  mussel  crabs  (Can- 
dona  rostrata  by  Scott,  1891,  p.  314;  C^ypris  cobpressa  by  Mrazek, 
1891;  Cyclops  vlrldls  by  Mrazek,  1891,  and  CJypria  ophthalmlca 
by  Moniez,  1891,  p.  26)  and  in  copepods  (CJyclops  sp.  ?)  by 
Schmidt,  1894,  are  looked  upon  as  the  larval  stage  of  this  para- 
site (PI.  VII,  80-85). 

Drepanidotaenia  Infundibullformis  of  chickens  and  ducks.— 
Grassl  &  RovelU  (1889A,  p.  104;  1892)  s<tate  that  the  larva  (PI. 
XV,  flg.  191)  of  this  pamslte  (PI.  XIV,  figs.  173,  178)  Is  found  In 
the  house  fly. 

Drepanidotaenia  setlgera  (PI.  XIII,  flg.  154)  of  geese.— Infec- 
tion attributed  by  von  Linstow  (189aB,  p.  503),  to  a  cysticercold 
found   by  Schmeil   in   copepods   (Cyclops  brevicaudatus). 

Drepanidotaenia  sinuosa  (PI.  X,  flg.  118)  of  ducks  and  geese.— 
Supposed  to  develop  from  cysticercolds  (PI.  XI,  flgs.  130,  1.35) 
found  In  flea  crabs  (Gammarus  puJex)  by  Hamann  (1889,  pp. 
1-7;  In  copepods  (C^yclops  vlrldls,  C.  agllls,  and  C.  lucldulns)  by 
Mrazek. 

Drepanidotaenia  tenulrostris  of  geese. — Supposed  larval  stage 
(PI.   XIV.   flgs.   165,   168)    was   found   In   flea  crabs   (Gammarus 
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pulex)  by  Hamann  (1S85,  pp.  7-9)  and  von  Llnstow  ri892A,  p. 
338);  and  in  cop^poda  (Cyclops  agails  and  C.  pulchellus  by 
Mrazek*1891). 

Thus,  chickens  are  kuown  to  become  infected  with 
one  tapeworm  through  eating  slugs  (Limax).  They  arc 
•supposed  to  become  infected  with  a  second  through, 
eating  snails  (Helix);  by  a  third  through  eating  flit\H, 
and  by  a  fourth  through  eating  earthworms. 

Ducks  are  known  to  iK'Come  infected  with  twowomij^ 
through  swallowing  fresh-water  crustaceans,  and  are 
supposed  to  become  infected  with  tJiree  other  tape- 
woims  in  the  same  way;  another  tapeworm  is  supposed 
to  be  transmitted  to  them  through  flies. 

Geese  are  supposed  to  become  infected  with  five 
species  of  tapeworms  by  swallowing  small  fresh- water 
crustaceans. 

Nothing  is  known  in  regard  to  the  source  of  infec- 
titm  of  the  tapewH>rms  of  pigeons  and  turkeys,  but  in- 
vestigations in  this  field  should  be  based  upon  the  tape 
worms  of  chickens. 

THK  RELATION   OF  THK   TAPEWORMS  OP   WILD   BIRDS 
TO   THOSE  OP  THE   DOMESTICATED   POWLS. 

Only  two  of  the  chicken  tapeworms  (Dr.  infundibuli- 
formis  and  T.  malleus)  have  as  yet  been  recorded  for 
wild  birds,  but  the  majority  of  the  tapeworms  found 
in  the  domesticated  ducks  and  geese  are  also  recorded 
from  closely  allied  wild  birds;  besides  these  forms, 
however,  many  species  have  been  described  in  wild 
birds  which  are  not  known  to  occur  in  the  domesti- 
(•ated  fowls.  (See  chart  at  end  of  text.)  This  renders 
the  economic  side  of  the  question  of  avian  cestodes  ex- 
tremely complicated  and  demands  a  thorough  study  of 
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the  parasites  of  wild  birds  in  connection  with  tliose  of 
our  domesticated  fowls. 

SYMPTDMS   AND    PATHOLOGY. 

From  a  standpoint  of  symptomatologN ,  practically 
nothing  is  known  upon  this  subject.  In  general,  how- 
ever, it  ma}'  be  stated  that  aquatic  birds  are  less  af- 
fected by  the  presence  of  tapeworms  than  land  birds; 
that  young  birds  suffer  more  than  old  birds;  aud  that, 
although  a  fowl  may  harbor  a  small  number  of  tape- 
worms without  showing  any  appreciable  effects,  a 
lieavi'  infection  injures  the  health  and  may  result  in 
death,  as  has  been  abundantly  demonstrated  by  epi- 
demics observed  in  differtmt  ])arts  of  the  world.  It 
has  also  be(»n  noticed  that  poultry  are  more  severely 
infested  in  wet  years  than  in  dry  years,  and  the  general 
application  may  be  made  that  poultry  kept  in  dam]> 
places  will  be  more  heavily  infested  than  fowls  kept 
in  dry  places.  All  of  these  statements  are  general 
principles  of  parasitology. 

Zttm  (1882,  p.  17)  gives  the  symptoms  as  follows: 

If  numerous  tapeworms  are  present  in  the  Intestine  of  young 
or  old  fowls  a  more  or  less  extensive  Intestinal  catarrh  de- 
velops, corresipondlng:  to  the  greater  or  leps  number  of  parasites 
present. 

The  intestinal  oatarrh  shows  itself,  especially  in  chickens  and 
geese,  as  follows:  The  si<jk  animals  become  emaciated,  al- 
though the  appetite  is  not  especially  disturbed.  At  times  the 
appetite  is  even  increased.  The  droppings  are  thin,  contain 
considerable  yellow  slime,  and  are  passed  in  small  quantities 
but  at  short  intervals.  The  poultry  raiser  must  direct  his  at- 
tention to  these  thin,  slimy,  and  often  bloody  droppings,  for 
if  any  treatment  against  the  tapeworms  is  to  be  undertaken, 
this  must  l>e  done  as  early  as  possible.  In  observing  the  drop- 
pings it  should  be  noticed  whether  tapeworm  segments  or  eggs 
are  present.  The  egg^  can  be  seen,  of  course,  only  with  the 
microsccype. 

36-11 
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After  a  time  other  symptoms  develop.  The  sick  animals 
become  dull  and  listless,  remain  apart  from  the  rest  of  the 
flock;  the  feathers  are  ruffled  and  the  wings  drop,  the  appe- 
tite Is  lost  and  the  birds  allow  themselves  to  l>e  eaislly  caught. 
Although  it  was  stated  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  trouble 
the  appetite  is  not  disturbed,  the  sick  animals  develop  an  in- 
tense thirst  for  cold  water.  When  it  rains  they  run  under  the 
eaves  in  order  to  catch  water,  and  in  winter  are  eager  tor  ice 
water. 

At  reading  this  some  experienced  poultry  raisers  will  probably 
r^ply  that  many  chickens  which  are  not  sick  are  fond  of  very 
cold  water.  The  droppings  are  also  thicker  or  thinner  ac- 
cording to  the  food.  Both  of  these  facts  are  known  to  me 
(Zurn).  At  the  same  time  I  look  with  suspicion  of  tapeworms 
upon  every  chicken  which  shows  an  especial  thirst  for  cold 
water;  and  as  for  the  droppings,  the  fowls  infected-  with  tape- 
worms have  droppings  mixed  with  mucus  and  blood,  and  pass 
their  excrements  much  oftener  than  other  fowls  do. 

The  intestinal  catarrh  often  ends  fatally. 

Upon  post-mortem  the  body  Is  seen  to  be  thin  and  anaeinic. 
The  intestine  generally  contains  no  food,  the  mucosa  is  soft  and 
hyperaemic  and  covered  with  reddish  yellow,  more  or  less  thick, 
purulent  mucus.  According  to  Hertwig  epileptic  attacks  are 
frequently  noticed  in  chickens  affected  with  intestinal  worms. 

The  diagnosis  by  symptoms  seems  to  me  very  uncer- 
tain, and  although  the  symptoms  decribed  by  Ziirn 
serve  as  an  indication  of  the  disease,  they  can  not  be 
taken  as  pi-oof.  The  diagnosis  by  hunting  in  the 
droppings  for  segments  of  the  parasite  is  less  satis- 
factory than  would  be  supposed,  for  it  is  not  rare  to 
find  chickens  badly  infested  with  tapeworms  when  it 
has  been  impossible  to  discover  segments  in  the  man- 
ure. This  method  is  rendered  doubly  uncertain  be- 
cause the  color  of  the  segments  is  about  the  same  as 
the  urine  in  the  faeces.  Microscopic  examination  of  the 
faeces  for  eggs  is  quite  a  certain  though  no-t  positive 
method  for  diagnosis  of  tapeworm  disease  of  poultry, 
but  it  is  thoroughly  impracticable  for  the  fanner  to 
attempt  it.     The  best  method  for  the  farmer  to  follow 
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is  to  kill  one  of  the  sick  chickens,  when  he  suspects 
tapeworms,  and  to  cut  out  the  intestine;  he  should 
then  open  the  intestinal  tract  from  the  gizzard  to  the 
anus,  in  a  bowl  of  warm  water,  and  look  for  the  par- 
asites. 

At  least  one  species  of  tapeworm  (Davainea  tetra- 
gona)  causes  a  serious  nodular  disease  in  the  intestine 
of  chickens  which  upon  superficial  examination  ma^v 
easily  be  mistaken  for  tuberculosis.  This  disease  was 
probably  first  published  by  Rivolta  &  Del  Prato  (1880 
or  1881?).  It  was  afterwards  described  by  Plana  (1882) 
as  occurring  in  chickens  in  Italy,  and  quite  recently 
Moore  (1895)  has  recorded  it  in  this  country.  The  fol- 
lowing is  extracted  from  Moore's  article  on  the  sub- 
ject: 

In  the  spring  of  18^,  a  fowl  (Gallus  domesticus)  died  at  the 
experiment  station  of  this  Bureau  with  a  disease  characterized 
by  nodules  or  ti»beroIe-lIke  bodies  in-  the  intestinal  wall.  Upon 
closer  inspection  the  lesions  were  found  to  be  in  the  subserous 
and  muscular  coats,  and  not,  to  any  a{>preciable  extent  at 
least,  in  the  glands.  In  the  intestinal  contents  there  was  a 
large  number  of  small  tapeworms,  many  of  which  were  flrmly 
attached  to  the  mucosa.  Later  in  the  season  about  twenty 
fowls  from  the  same  flock  were  used  for  experimental  purposes, 
and  upon  post-mortem  examination  were  found  to  be  more  or 
less  affected  with  this  disease.  In  addition  to  these,  one  of  four 
fowls  which  were  examined  from  a  flock  of  poultry  on  a  farm 
adjoining  the  experiment  station  was  found  to  be  Infested 
with  tapeworms  and  the  Intestinal  wall  studded  with  nodules. 
A  fowl  received  from  Newbern,  N.  C,  and  one  from  Tacketts 
Mlll^,  Va.,  were  similarly  affected. 

Although  but  one  fatal  case  came  under  my  observation,  the 
extent  of  the  lesions  In  several  of  the  fowls  examined  Indicated 
that  sooner  or  later  many  of  them  wouM  undoubtedly  have  suc- 
cumbed to  this  disease.  The  close  resemblance  of  the  nodules 
to  tubercles  renders  necessary  a  somewhat  detailed  description 
of  the  lesions  and  of  the  means  by  which  this  disease  can  be 
readily  differentiated  from  tuberculosis  without  the  aid  of 
laboratory  facilities. 
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Description  of  the  disease. — The  fowl  whi<h  died  apparently 
from  this  disease  was  much  emaciated,  and  the  lesions  were 
restricted  to  the  intestinal  wall.  In  the  fowls  used  for  other 
purposes,  there  were  no  observable  symptoms  by  which  the 
nodular  affection  could  be  detected  prior  to  post-mortem  ex- 
amdnatlon.  Diphtheria  was  the  Immediate  cause  of  death  of 
the  fowls  from  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  All  of  the  fowls 
examined,  affected  with  this  disea.^e,  were  from  one  to  three 
years  old. 

The  nodules  were  invariably  more  numerous  in  the  lowest 
third  of  the  small  intestine.  They  occasionally  api>cared,  how- 
ever, in  small  numbers  in  both  the  duodenum  and  colon.  The 
larger  and  to  all  appearances  older  nodules  were  found  In  the 
ileum  near  the  caeca. 

In  the  badly  affected  portion  the  nodules  gave  the  appear- 
ance of  closely  set  protuberances,  varying  In  size  from  barely 
perceptible  areas  of  elevation  to  bodies  4mni  (i-$  inch)  in  diam- 
eter. In  some  instances  they  appeared  to  overlap  one  another. 
When  separated  by  a  band  of  normal  tissue  they  were  round 
or  somewhat  lenticular  in  form.  In  the  latter  case  the  long 
diameter  was  usually  transverse  to  the  long  axis  of  the  intes- 
tine. The  larger  nodules  were  of  a  pale  or  dark  yellowish  color 
while  the  smaller  ones  vai-ied  in  shade  from  the  more  highly 
colored  areas  to  the  neutral  gray  of  the  normal  serosa.  To 
the  touch  they  gave  the  sensation  that  would  be  expected  If 
the  subserous  and  muscular  coats  were  closely  studded  with 
small,  oval,  solid  bodies.  The  mucosa  presented  similar  ele- 
vations. Attached  to  the  mucosa  over  the  nodules  were  a 
number  of  tapeworms.  There  were  also  in  the  more  advanced 
cases  a  variable  number  of  small  (0.5  to  1mm)  areas  over  the 
larger  nodules  in  which  the  muco«a  had  sloughed,  leaving  small 
ulcerated  depressions. 

The  larger  nodules  contained  a  greenish  yellow,  n-ecrotic  sub- 
stance which  appeared  in  the  advanced  stages  as  a  seques- 
trum with  a  roughened  surface.  On  section  It  has  a  glistening, 
homogenous  appearance.  Surrounding  the  necrotic  substance 
was  a  thin  layer  of  Infiltrated  tissue.  The  .smaller  nodule^  con- 
tained a  more  purulent-like  substajice  and  the  smallest  ap- 
peared to  the  naked  eye  as  areas  of  inflltratlon.  Sections  of 
the  affected  intestine  showed  upon  microscopic  examination 
that  the  heads  of  the  tapeworms  had  penetrated  the  mucous 
membrane  and  were  situated  In  different  layers  of  the  intestinal 
wall.  They  were  frequently  observed  between  the  villi.  As 
would  be  expected  the  heads  were  not  readily  detected  in  the 
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necrotic  masses  contained  In  the  larger  nodules,  but  were 
almost  invariably  seen  In  the  smaller  ones.  In  a  few  sections 
the  tapeworm  could  be  traced  through  the  mucosa  to  the 
nodule  in  the  muscular  tissue  in  which  its  head  appeared.  In 
the  earlier  stage  of  the  nodular  development  there  is  a  cell  in- 
filtration about  the  head  of  the  worm.  This  process  continues 
until  the  Infiltrated  tfssue  reaches  a  considerable  size. 

The  worms  attached  to  the  moicosa  were  usually  small.  A 
larger  form  was  commonly  found  in  the  intestinal  contents. 
Although  microscopically  they  appeared  to  be  different.  Dr. 
Stiles  found  that  they  were  presumably  of  the  same  si>ecles. 

It  appears  from  the  literature  that  this  disease  has  not 
heretofore  been  demonstrated  in  America.  In  1881,  Plana  de- 
scribed a  disease  of  fowls  in  Italy,  due  to  the  presence  of 
Taenia  bothrloplitis.  His  article,  however,  deals  more  with  the 
anatomy  and  classifioation  of  the  infesting  cestode  than  with 
the  character  of  the  les'.ons  It  produced.  As  he  illustrates  the 
hodules  and  heads  of  tapeworms  in  the  intestinal  wall  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  similarity  of  the  lesions  to  those  in  the 
disease  here  de9crilK?d.  Although  fowls  and  birds  are  not  in- 
frequently infested  with  tapeworms,  the  lesions  pr:)dui'ed  by 
these  para.'^ites  are,  with  the  exception  indicated  above,  said 
to  be  more  or  lees  catarrhal   In  nature. 

•  •••••• 

Economic  importance. — The  ImTjortance  of  this  disease  is 
mruch  greater  than  it  at  first  appears,  as  the  close  resemblance 
of  the  nodules  to  those  of  tuberculosis  renders  It  of  much  signi- 
ficance from  a  different  standpoint.  As  the  Intestines  are 
stated  to  be  frequently  the  seat  of  the  specific  lesions  of  tuber- 
culosis in  fowls,  it  Is  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  a 
thorough  examination  be  made  before  a  positive  diagnosis  Is 
pronounced.  There  are  already  several  statements  concerning 
the  presence  of  tuberculosis  in  fmvls  in  which  the  data  given 
are  not  sufficient  to  differentiate  the  disease  from  the  one  here 
described.  A  somewhat  analagous  disease  of  sheepi  caused  by 
a  nematoid  (Oesophagostoma  columbianum  Curtice)  has  led 
to  the  deliberate  destruction  of  many  animaK«i,  the  owners  be- 
lieving that  tuberculosis  was  being  eliminated  from  their 
flocks.  As  the  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  poultry  diseases  be- 
comes more  general,  it  Is  probable  that  this  affection  will  be 
occasionally  encountered  and  unle.«8  its  nature  Is  recognized 
it  may  In  some  Instances,  like  the  sheep  disease,  lead  to  an  un- 
warranted destruction  of  property. 

lAnimal  parasites  of  sheep.  Bur«>au  of  Animal  Indu.stry,  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  1890.  p.  165. 
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In  addition  to  its  importance  in  differentiating?  tuberculosis 
it  is  in  Itself  a  malady  worthy  of  careful  attention.  The  fact 
that  it  has  already  appeared  in  two  flocks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  also  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  Virgrlnia. 
shows  that  the  infesting:  cestode  is  quite  widely  distributed  In 
this  country.  It  is  highly  prot)abl€  that  the  total  loss  It 
occasions  both  from  deaths  and  from  the  shrinkagr®  of  poultry 
products,  due  to  the  chronic  course  of  the  disease  it  produces, 
Is  very   large.       •       ♦       • 

Diagnosis. — ^Tuberculosis  is,  as  before  stated,  the  only  known 
disease  for  which  this  affection  Is  liable  to  be  mistaken,  and  it 
is  of  much  importance  that  the  two  diseases  should  not  be 
confounded.  The  diagnosis  has  not,  in  my  experience,  been  diffi- 
cult, as  Im  every  case  the  attached  tapeworms  were  readily 
detected  upon  a  close  examination  of  the  intestinal  contents,  or 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  infected  portion  of  the  intes- 
tine. However,  the  worms  are  quite  small  and  could  easily  be 
overlooked  in  .a  hurried  or  cursory  examination.  In  case  of 
doubt,  if  the  affected  intestine  is  opened  and  the  n^ucous  sur- 
face washed  carefully  In  a  gentle  stream  of  water,  the  small 
worms  will  be  observed  hanging  to  the  mucous  membrane. 
This  discovery,  in  the  absence  of  lesions  in  the  liver  or  other 
organ-s,  would  warrant  the  diagnosis  of  the  tapeworm  disease. 
Although  much  Is  written  concerning  tuberculosis  in  fowls, 
especially  In  Europe,  the  investigations  of  poultry  diseases  by 
this  Bureau  have  thus  far  shown  that  It  Is  not  common  among 
fowls  In  this  country. 

TAPEWORM-INPECTE-D  FOWLS   AS  FOOD. 

None  of  the  tapeworms  of  birds  are  transmissible  to 
man  in  any  stage  of  their  development,  and  the  pre^ 
senoe  of  tapeworms  in  the  intestine  of  fowls  does  not 
in  itself  warrant  the  condemnation  of  their  bodies  as 
an  article  of  food. 

PREVENTION. 

Prom  the  nature  of  the  intermediate  hosts  (fresh- 
water crustaceans)  of  the  tapeworms  of  aquatic  birds 
it  is  evident  that  nothing  can  be  done  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  larval  tapeworms  into  ducks  and 
geese,   if  these  animals  are  allowed   to  visit  ponds. 
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Confining  the  animals  to  frequently  flushed  artificial 
tanks  will,  however,  prevent  tapeworm  infection. 

With  chickens,  the  outlook  is  somewhat  better.  An 
extermination  of  slugs  will  insure  immunity  against 
Davainea  progl(>ttina,  but  no  precise  directions  can  be 
given  to  {)revent  chickens  from  becoming  infested 
with  other  tapeworms  until  the  life  history  of  these 
parasites  is  better  understood.  It  will  be  well,  how- 
ever, to  keep  chickens  housed  in  the  morning  until  the 
sun  is  well  up  and  the  ground  is  dry,  for  they  will  thus 
be  less  likely  to  meet  with  the  supposable  intermediate 
hosts  of  other  worms. 

Absolutely  nothing  can  be  done  at  present  looking 
to  a  prevention  of  the  transmission  of  tapeworms  of 
wild  birds  to  the  domesticated  fowls  through  known  or 
unknown  intermediate  hosts,  except  to  prevent  the 
domesticated  ducks,  geese,  etc.,  from  visiting  ponds. 

There  is,  how/ever,  considerable  outlook  for  improve- 
ment if  different  kinds  of  fowls  are  alternated  in  sue 
ceeding  years  upon  the  same  ground  or  if  the  runs  and 
yards  of  fowls  are  occasionally  changed.  From  the 
table  (pp.  554,  555),  it  will  be  seen  that  thus  far  none  of 
the  tapeworm**  of  chickens  are  known  to  Ofcur  in  tur- 
keys. Whether  this  immunity  of  chickens  to  turkey 
worms  and  turkeys  to  chicken  worms  is  real  or  appar- 
ent, however,  is  yet  to  be  scientifically  determined. 
Should  it  prove  to  be  real,  then  an  alteration  of  flocks 
of  turkeys  and  chickens  in  different  years  will  probably 
insure  practical  immunity  of  both  birds  from  any  seri- 
ous outbreaks  of  tapeworm  disease.  If,  however,  tur- 
keysorchick(  n8,as  the  case  may  be,  are  raised  upon  the 
same  grounds  year  after  year,  it  is  only  natural  that 
those  grounds  should  become  thoroughly  infested  with 
the  larval   stages  of  tapeworms  and  that  fresh  out- 
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breaks  of  tapeworm  disease  should  appear  from  time 
to  time. 

Alternatiug  flocks  of  geese  and  ducks  promise  sim- 
ilar but  less  satisfactory  results. 

The  safest  plan  to  prevent  the  spread  of  poultry 
worms  would  be  to  destroy  the  manure  from  infected 
fowls.  If  one  is  not  willing  to  do  this,  however,  be- 
cause of  its  commercial  value,  he  should  at  least  take 
steps  to  prevent  further  infection  from  it.  If  the  sick 
chickens  are  confined  to  a  comparatively  small  space 
their  droppings  can  easily  be  collected  and  placed  in 
a  strong  barrel,  to  which  the  access  of  snails,  slugs, 
worms,  etc.,  should  be  guarded  against.  It  is  not 
known  how  long  the  eggs  of  poultry  tapeworms  will 
live,  but  it  seems  very  doubtful  to  me  whether  they 
could  live  many  months  in  such  a  barrel  if  placed  in  a 
dry  spot.  It  seems  almost  certain  that  they  could  not 
live  through  the  winter.  Tlie  temperature  required 
to  kill  the  o^fi^f^  has  likewise  not  yet  been  determined, 
but  probably  r.0<^  C.  to  00°  C.  (112^  F.  to  140^  F.)  would 
snflfice.  Sulphuric  acid  (10  per  cent)  or  quick  lime  is 
an  excellent  disinfectant  for  faeces  containing  eggs  of 
parasites. 

The  ])roi)er  care  of  the  manure  from  infected  fowls 
is  unquestionably  the  most  important  preventive  mea- 
sure against  tapeworm  disease. 

TRKATMKXT. 

The  treatment  of  tapeworm  disease  in  the  domesti 
cated  fowls  must  for  the  present  be  more  or  less  ex 
perimental,  as  the  records  in  this  line  are  extremely 
limited. 

The  first  rule  to  be  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  dis 
j'ased   animals,   whether     chickens,     turkeys,     geese, 
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(lucks,  or  others,  is  to  isolate  them  from  the  rest  of  the 
Hock  and  keep  them  conHned  until  they  have  recovered. 
The  second  rule  is  (o  destroy  tiie  droppiuj^s  of  ail  ani^ 
mals  known  to  be  infected  vvitli  parasites,  or  if  the 
manure  is  needed  as  fertilizer,  it  should  be  treated  in 
such  a  manner  so  as  to  kill  the  ova.  These  two  rules 
can  be  easily  carried  out,  and  if  a  poultry  raiser  or  a 
stock  raiser  is  not  willing  to  set  aside  a  sm-all  yard  for 
the  isolation  of  the  sick  animals,  where  their  droppings 
can  be  easily  collected  and  taken  care  of  every  day,  it 
is  almost  useless  for  him  to  administer  anthelmintics 
to  his  fowls  or  other  animals. 

The  chief  drugs  use<l  against  tapeworms  are:  Ex 
tract  of  male  fern,  turpentine,  powered  kamala,  areca 
nut,  pomegranate  root  bark,  pumpkin  seeds,  and  sul- 
phate of  copper  (bluestone). 

Areca  nut. — According  to  Ziirn  powdered  areca  nut 
is  the  best  tapeworm  remedy  for  fowls,  but  he  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  turkeys  are  unfavorably  af- 
fected by  this  medicine. 

Ziirn  advises  the  administration  of  powdered  areca 
nut  in  dose  of  2  to  :\  grams  (~:^0  to  45  grains),  mixed 
with  butter  and  made  into  pills. 

Liquid  extract  of  male  fern  is  very  effectual  against 
tapeworms.  Hutcheon  advises  a  teaspoonful  for 
young  ostriches  three  to  four  months  old,  to  a  table- 
spmnful  for  a  full-grown  ostrich;  it  may  he  made  into 
a  pill  with  flour. 

Turpentine  may  be  given  to  ostriches  in  doses  of  a 
desertspoonful  for  chicks  three  to  four  months  old,  to 
two  tablespoonsful  for  a  full-grown  bird;  its  action  is 
much  more  effective  when  eombined  with  a  purgative, 
such  as  linseed  or  castor  oil.     (Hutcheon.) 
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The  Bureau  lias  recently  made  the  followini;:  expeii- 
ineuts  upon  chickens  to  determine  in  what  doses  tur 
pentine  may  be  adrainistercHi  to  them  without  danger. 
As  in  the  experiments  with  bluestone  cited  below,  a 
small  rubber  tube  was  inserted  thmuj^h  (he  mouth  to 
the  crop,  and  the  medicine  forced  through  the  tube 
with  a  large  bulb  pipette.  This  insured  the  deposit  of 
the  entire  dose  into  the  crop,  and  proved  to  be  a  most 
excellent  method  of  administering  the  liquid,  since  it 
caused  no  pain  to  the  animal,  a  chicken's  gullet  being 
quite  large  and  easily  admitting  a  *M()  inch  (outside 
measurement)  rubber  tube. 

No.  121.  Full-grown  chicken. 

Jan.  13,  dosed  with  5cc  turpentine.    Effects    Slight  diarrhoea. 

Jan.  16,  dosed  with  15cc  tun)entine.  Effects:  Severe  diarrhoea; 
animal  sick  and  listless;  complete  recovery  in  three  days. 

No.  122.  One-year-old  chicken. 

Jan.  13,  dosed  with  lOcc  turpentine.  Effects:  Moderate 
diarrhoea. 

Jan.  16,  dosed  with  25cc  turpentine.  Effects:  Very  severe 
diarrhoea;  animal  quite  sick  and  refused  food;  complete  re- 
covery in  six  days. 

No.   123.  Full-grown  chicken. 

Jan.  14,  dosed  with  15cc  turpentine.  Effects:  Moderate 
diarrhoea. 

Jan.  16,  dosed  with  30cc  turpentine.  Effects:  Very  severe 
diarrhoea;  animal  very  sick  and  refused  food;  complete  re- 
covery In  six  days. 

After  performing  these  preliminary  experiments  in 
tlie  laboratory  I  requested  Dr.  Schroeder  to  treat  a 
larger  number  of  fowls  at  the  Experiment  Station  with 
doses  of  W"^  turpentine,  noting  the  age,  sex,  weight, 
etc.,  of  the  animals.  Of  these  experiments  he  has 
handed  me  the  following  notes. 

Each  chicken  in  the  following  table  received  a  dose  of  one- 
half  ounce  (14.786CC)  of  spirits  of  turpentine  injected  through  a 
rubber  tube  directly  Into  the  crop.  The  experiments  took  place 
from  February  19  to  February  25.  1896. 
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Thus,  out  of  32  chickens  dosed  with  half  an  ouuce 
(about  15*%  about  1  tablespoonful,  about  2  dessert- 
spoonsfuly  about  4  teaspoonsful)  of  spirits  of  turpen- 
tine, one  died.  In  another  case  dosed  witli  25*^*=,  in  still 
jinother  dosed  with  30''*^  (about  1  ounce,  or  2  table- 
spoonsful)  of  turpentine  the  animals  were  very  sick, 
but  recovered. 

It  will  be  well,  therefore,  to  make  half  an  ounce 
(about  15%  or  1  tablespoonful)  the  maximum  dose. 
As  a  safe  rule,  we  can  adopt  1  teaspoonful 
(about  4%  about  one  eig:hth  on  an  ounce)  to  3  teji- 
spoonsful  (about  12'^,  about  thrireii^litlis  of  an  ounce) 
as  the  dose  for  chickens,  the  size  of  the  dose  being  de 
termined  by  the  size  of  the  chicken. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  above  experiments  were 
made  to  determine  how  much  turpentine  could  be 
safely  given  to  chickens.  As  there  was  no  outbreak 
of  tapeworm  disease  among  the  fowls  used  in  the  ex- 
periment, no  observations  could  be  made  on  the  efft^<?ts 
of  the  medicine  u])on  the  tapeworms  w^hich  occur  in 
chickens.  Turpentine  is,  however,  one  of  ihe  recog- 
nized remedies  against  tapeworms. 

Powered  kamala. — M^gnin  states  that  very  j,-ood  re- 
sults followed  the  use  of  this  drug,  mixed  with  the 
food,  against  tapeworms  of  pheasants.  Hutchoon  ad- 
vises foiT  ostrich  chicks  one  month  old  1  drachm,  two 
months  old  1^  drachms,  three  to  four  months  old  2 
drachms,  eighteen  months  old  1  ounce,  a  full-grown 
ostrich  2  drahms  more.  It  does  not  require  to  be 
mixed  with  a  purgative.  Powered  kamala  may  be 
given  mixed  in  a  little  flour  and  water. 

Pumpkin  seeds. — These,  according  to  Zfirn,  are  not 
well  borne  by  turkeys  and  not  always  by  chickens,  but 
it  would  be  well  to  experiment  further  .with  them. 
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Pomegranate  root  bark. — Verv  effective  against 
tapeworms  in  ostrichs,  but  must  be  given  in  large 
doses  and  followed  by  a  purgativ?.    (Hutcheou). 

Sulphate  of  copper  (bluestone). — This  is  nn  excellent 
taeniaeide  in  calves  and  lambs  but  the  doees  for  fowls 
have  not  been  determined. 

In  some  expe'dments  which  are  now  In  progress  I  have  given 
60CC  of  a  solution  of  1  ounce  sulphate  of  copper  to  3  pints  of 
water  to  a  fuU-grown  hen  without  noticing  any  ill  effects  from 
the  dose.  Thlrtycc  of  the  same  mixture  killed  a  half-grown 
rooster  within  twenty-four  hours.  Upon  post-mortem  it  was 
found  that  the  worms  In  the  Intestine  were  dead.  Another 
half-grown  chicken  was  dosed  with  4r><^c  of  the  same  mixture 
and  bore  the  dose  very  weU. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  bluestone  for  chickens  at 
present,  except  In  experiments,  and  would  direct  attention  to 
the  danger  of  allowing  the  solution  to  enter  the  windpipe,  as  a 
very  small  dose  of  this  solution  will  kill  a  fowl  if  the  medi- 
cine reaches  the  respiratory  organs.  As  a  safe  method  of  ex- 
periment, I  have  inserted  a  thin  rubber  tube  to  the  crop  (a 
catheter  would  answer  equally  as  well)  and  forced  the  medi- 
cine through  this  tube.  This  method  obviates  the  danger 
mentioned  and  is  borne  very  well  by  the  chickens.  T  caution 
again,  that  a  large  series  of  experiments  in  this  line  is  needed 
before  bluestone  can  be  recommended  for  general  use  in  dosing 
fowls. 

Perroneito  advises  the  following  treatment  for  tape- 
worms in  chickens  (dose  for  one  chicken): 

(1)  Aloes (socotrine or  carballine),  15  to  20  centigrams 
The  animal  is  faste<i  the  same  day. 
(2)  Pumpkin  seeds,  40  to  50.     Administered  to  each 
chicken  on  the  second  day.     Ov — 

(3)  Male  fern,  powdered,  100  grams.     Mixed  in  bran. 

All  of  the  above  medicines  should  be  procured  as 
fresh  as  possible.  Many  failures  in  treating  for  tape- 
worms are  due  to  the  fact  that  old  drugs  have  been 
used  which  had  lost  their  anthelmintic  properties. 
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PART  II. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Part  II  contains  the  descriptions  of  the  tapeworms 
found  in  ponltrj  and  a  discussion  of  the  different 
species,  and  it  is  placed  for  the  most  part  in  fine  type 
because  of  its  rather  technical  nature.  There  are, 
however,  a  number  of  points  mentioned  under  the  var- 
ious species  which  are  neces^sary  to  the  poultry  raiser 
who  desires  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this 
subject.  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  together  in  Part 
n  the  entire  history  of  each  species,  in  order  to  show 
the  exact  status  of  our  present  knowledge  of  the  group. 

Tlie  Bureau  is  gradually  collecting  the  original  types 
of  many  of  these  species,  with  a  view  to  revising  the 
entire  group  and  placing  it  upon  a  more  scientific 
basis.  It  is  our  desire  also  to  obtain  all  the  material 
possible  from  various  parts  of  this  country,  and  we 
invite  poultry  raisers,  etc.,  to  furnish  bottles  of  alcohol 
or  formalin,  and  mailing  cases  for  such  sendings.  All 
correspondence  should  be  directed  to  Dr.  D.  E.  Sal- 
mon, Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Worms  sent  to  us  for  study  or  identification  should 
first  be  washed  in  warm  water  and  then  placed  in 
alcohol  or  in  the  preserving  fluid  furnished  by  the 
Bureau. 

The  following  classification  by  genera  is  largely 
based  upon  the  papers  by  Blanchard  (1892B  and  1893). 
In  the  specific  diagnoses,  the  original  descnptions  and 
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figures  have  been  consulted  as  far  as  possible  and  data 
derived  from  them  have  been  combined  with  more  re- 
cent diagnoses  and  descriptions. 

It  would  be  well  if  authors  making  and  publishing 
specific  determinations  in  this  group  would  preserve 
their  specimens  in  some  way,  so  that  they  may  be  used 
by  later  writers  on  the  subject,  for  in  many  of  the 
species  described  below  the  determination  can  be 
looked  upon  only  as  approximate  and  provisional. 
The  specific  determination  of  these  forms  is  of  much 
greater  importance  from  a  practical  standpoint  than 
is  generally  assumed,  for  an  exact  knowledge  of  the 
species  is  necessary  as  a  foundation  for  general  pre- 
ventive measures. 

Nomenclature. — In  several  places  where  it  is  per- 
fectly evident  that  the  parasites  are  now  sailing  under 
wrong  names,  I  have  corrected  the  names  according  to 
the  international  rules.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  how 
ever,  I  postpone  changes  until  I  can  complete  a  revi- 
sion of  the  entire  group  based  upon  original  material. 

In  the  systematic  arrangement  given  below  keys  are 
given  not  only  to  the  species  of  adult  tapeworms  of 
domestic  fowls,  but  also  to  some  closely  allied  forms. 
The  allied  genera  and  sub-families  are  given  in  the 
keys  in  order  to  show  the  general  relationships  of  the 
group. 

The  tapeworms  of  fowls  belong  to  two  families,  the 
Bothriocephalidae  and  Taeniidae. 

Regarding  the  generic  position  of  the  tapeworms  of 
domesticated  fowls  it  may  be  stated  that  up  to  within 
very  recent  years  nearly  all  of  the  forms  have  been 
placed  in  the  collective  genus  Taenia.  To  R.  Blan- 
chard  and  A.  Railliet  is  due  the  chief  credit  of  pointing 
out  the  absurditv  of  uniting  these  forms  generfcnlly 
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with  sneli  forms  a«  Taonia  solium  of  man.  True,  other 
authors  had  recognized  the  great  difference  in  some 
characters,  but  the  group  is  such  a  difficult  one  to  han- 
dle that  helminthologists,  either  from  lack  of  time, 
material,  or  courage,  have  carefully  avoided  any  at- 
tempt at  a  natural  classification. 

Blanchard  brought  some  order  into  the  group  in  1891 
by  proposing  the  new  genera  Davainea  and  Echino- 
cotyle  for  certain  forms,  while  Railliet  followed  up  the 
work  by  pi-opo^iing  the  genera  Drexmnidotaenia  Di- 
cranotaenia.  and  Hothri(»taenia  for  certain  other  forms. 
These  five  new  genera,  together  with  Mesocestoidt^s, 
Ophryocotyle,  Cotugnia,  and  Amabilia  enable  us  to 
make  a  provisional  classification  by  genera.  It  should, 
however,  be  remembered  that  this  classification  is  nec- 
essarily provisional  in  nature,  as  the  internal  anatomy 
of  these  wonns  is  as  yet  very  poorly  understood,  and 
a  thorough  study  of  that  subject  will  probably  result 
in  great  changes. 

Regarding  the  species  it  may  be  again  remarked 
that  a  considerable  number  of  different  forms  have 
been  described,  but  that  a  number  of  these  si>ecie8  will 
unquestionably  fall,  while  new  species  will  have  to 
be  described  for  forms  whieli  are  not  yet  recognizable 
as  distinct. 


ANALYTICAL  KEY  TO  FAMILIRS  AND  GKNKRA. 

/  Head  with  two  elonj^ated 
groovos  or  slit-like  suck- 
ers; rostellum  wanting:; 
uterus  with  sreclal  pore; 
genital      pores     gf'nerally 

dorsal   or   ventral BOTHRIOCBPHALTDAE.  p.  579 

^»  ^  Head  with  four  cup-ahape<l 
suckers;  rostellum  pre- 
sent but  not  always  evi- 
dent; uteius  without  any 
special  pore;  genital  pores 

generally  nr.arginal TAKNIIPAE.  p.  584 

Tload  is  (always?)  absent. 
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Body  without  external  seg- 
mentation; head  without 
suckers,  or  two  weak  slit- 
like suckers  develop 
(Liffulinae) LIGULA.  p.  683 

Body  with  external  seg- 
mentation; head  with 
two  elongate  slit  or 
grove-like  suckers,    BOTHRIOCEPHALINAK,  p.  580 


Genital     organs    single    in 

3    I       each  segment 

'  ^   Genital   organs   double    in 
I      each  segment,   

{Genital  pores  lateral    (mar- 
ginal)     
Genital    pores     ventral     or 
dorsal 


8. 


9. 


p.  580 
p.  581 

BOTHRIOTAENIA.  p.  583 
p.  582 


Penis,    vulva,    and   uterus 

open  ventre- median,   BOTHRIOCEPHALUS.  p.  581 

5.  i  Penis  and  vulva  ventro- 
median;  uterine  pore 
dorsomedian PTYCHOBOTHRIUM 


KRABBEA 
DIPLOGONOPORUS 

MESOCESTOIDINAE,  p.  684 
p.  584 


Penis,    vulva,     and     uterus 

open   ventrally,    

Penis    and   vulva    ventral, 

uterus  opens  dorsally,  ... 

Genital  pores  ventro-me- 
dlan  (gen.  Mesocestolds),. 

Genital  pores  lateral  (mar- 
ginal)  

'  Head  never  provided  with 
hooks;  uterus  transverse 
or  reticulate;  egg  gener- 
ally with  pyriform  body; 
larval  stage  not  known; 
adults      in      herbivorous 

mammals ANOPL.OCEPHALINAE,  p.  584 

Head  nearly  always  pro- 
vided with  hooks  (T.  sag- 
inata  exception,  see  also 
Hymenolepis). 

Egg  with  thin  outer  shell 
and  thick  brown  inner 
shell;  uterus  m^lian  and 
longitudinal  with  lateral 
branches;  larval  stage  a 
Cysticercus,  Caenurus  or 
an  Echinoccus  generally 
in  herbivora;  adults  in 
carnivorous  mammals,  .. 


TAENIINAE,   p.   584 


37-n 
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10. 


11.  < 


12. 


13.. 


14.^ 


16. 


'  Eggs  with  thin  transparent 
shells;  frequently  In  egg 
capsules,  in  sonve  cases 
scattered  through  the 
segment;  head  nearly  al- 
ways armed  with  hook- 
lets  on  rostellum;  larvil 
stage  a  cystlcercoid ; 
adults  In  birds  and  mam- 
mals,     

Suckers  unarmed. 

Suckers  armed  with  min- 
ute hooklets  (with  four 
exceptions  known  only  in 
birds) 

Genital  pores  double 

Genital  pores  single,  ir- 
regularly alternate  or  un- 
ilateral,    

Two  siibmedian  ovaries  in 
each  segment,   

One  median  ovary  in  each 
segment 

Several  rows  uf  hooks  upon 
rostellum 

A  single  -row  of  hooks  upon 
rostellum,  

Dorsali  root  of  hook  much 
longer  than  ventral  root 
or  prong;  ventral  root 
very  short ;  hooks  8"  to  12 
rarely  to  26)  in  number; 
known  only  in  birds 

Dorsal  root  of  hooks  about 
the  same  length  as  ven- 
tral root  and   prong,    . . . 

Dorsal  root  shorter  thaji 
prong  or  ventral  root; 
hooks  generally  less  than 
20  in  number  (range  from 
10  to  26);  genital  pores 
unilateral  or  irregularly 
alternate;  known  only  in 
birds 


DIPYLIDIINAE,  p.  585 


p.  586 
p.  587 

p.  585 

p.  586 
AMABILIA,  p.  588 

DIPYLIDIUM.  p.  586 
COTUGNIA,  p.  686 


DREPANIDOTAENIA,  p  597 
p.  591 


DICRANOTAENIA.  p.  591 


lAs  the  terms  anterior  and  posterior  in  referring  to  the  roots 
of  the  hooks  are  reversed  by  some  authors,  I  suggest  the  use 
of  the  words  dorsal  and  ven.tral  in  their  place.  These  words 
are  not  open  to  mlsirfcterpretatlon,  the  dorsal  root  being  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  dorsum  of  the  prong;  the  ventral  root  lies 
under  the  prong. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


579 


15.^ 


16. 


17. 


Dorsal  root  longer  tkan 
pronjf  or  ventral  root;  if 
rostellum  is  armed  there 
are  24  to  30  hooks  present; 
g:enital  pores  unilateral 
(on  left  of  segrments);  3 
testicles  normally  pres- 
ent in  each  segment;  re- 
tractile rostellum  armed 
with  minute  hooklets  or 
rudimentary  and  un- 
armed; eggs  with  3  en- 
velopes; parasitic  in  man, 
chiroptera,  insectivora, 
rodenjts,  aivi  insectivor- 
ous birds;  larval  stage  in 
insects  or  myriapoda,    . . . 

Hooks  on  suckers  arranged 
in  circular  rows  on  bor- 
der; hooks  on  rostellum 
•resemble  a  hamjner  in 
form  and  arranged  in  a 
double  row;  with  four  ex- 
ceptions known  only  in 
birds 

Hooks  on  suckers  arranged 
in  several  transverse 
rows;  hooks  of  infundi- 
bulum  very  small  (4  u ) 
arranged  in  a  single  row; 
known  only  In  birds 

Hooks  on  suckers  arranged 
in  one  median  set  and 
two  lateral  sets;  hooks  on 
rostellum  iprovidqd  with 
long  dorsal  root  and  ar- 
ranged in  a  single  row; 
known  only  In  birds,    . . . 

Anterior  extremity  of  stro- 
bila  expanded  in  form 
of  a  hammer 

Anterior  segments  become 
call  elf  or  m  and  function 
as  a  pseudoscolex 


HYMENOLEPIS,  p.  591 


DAVAINEA,  p.  613 
OPHRYOCOTYLE,  p.  630 

ECHINOCOTYLE.  p.  628 

FIMBRIARIA,  p.  636 
INDIOGENES,  p.  637 


Family  BODHRIOOEPHAUDAE. 

Diagnosis:  Head  provided  with  two  groove  or  slit-like  suck- 
ers; rostellum  wanting;  uterus  with  special  pore;  genital  pores 
generally  (possibly  always)  dorsal  or  ventral.  Type  genus: 
Bothrlocephalus  Rud.,   1808. 
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The  tapeworms  of  birds  which  belong  to  this  family 
are  classed  in  two  (of  the  several)  subfamilies.  The 
forms  recorded  for  the  domesticated  fowls  are  of  little 
importance  and  the  records  of  them  are  very  incwn- 
plete.  Three  species  have  been  reported  from  poultry. 
The  first  of  these  (Ligula)  has  been  developed  experi- 
mentally in  ducks  and  pigeons;  a  second  species  (Both- 
riotaenia  longieollis)  has  been  recorded  but  once  from 
chickens,  and  a  third  form  (a  "Bothriocephalide")  is 
recorded  once  fr<Mn  a  pigeon. 

Subfamily  BOTHRIOCEPHALINAE. 
Diagnosis:    Body   with   distinct   external   segmentation;   head 
with   two   elongate  silt  or  groove-like    suckers.    Type    genus: 
Rothriocephalus  Rud.,  1808. 

This  subfamily  contains  among  other  forms  the 
species  mentioned  above  (Bothriotaenia  longieollis) 
from  chickens,  the  undetermined  genus  and  species 
from  the  pigeon,  and  a  number  of  species  of  the  genus 
Bothriocephalus  found  in  wild  birds. 

Although  an  unimportant  subfamily,  so  far  as  the  domesti- 
cated fowls  are  concerned,  it  Is  quite  an  Important  one  In 
human  and  comparative  medicine.  Six  of  its  species  (Both- 
riocephalus, B.  crislatus,  B.  cordatus,  B.  liguloides,  B.  Mansonl 
an-d  Krabbea  grandds)  occur  in  man,  while  several  forms  are 
lecorded  from  dogs. 

Qenus    BOTHRIOCEPHALUS    Rudolphl,    1808. 

(1819,    Dibothrius    Rudolphl;    1860,    Dlbothrlum    Dlesing.) 
Diagnosis:  Two  suckers  present;   penis,   vulva,     and     uterus 
open   ventro-median. 
Type  species :i  B.  latus  (Llnne  1758),  Bremser,  1819. 

ilf  the  rules  of  nomenclature  were  strictly  adhered  to  there 
would  be  a  general  rearrangement  of  the  species  now  Included 
In  Bothriocephalus.  The  species  now  known  as  Ptychi&both- 
rhim  clavlceps  (Goeze,  1782)  was  used  by  Rudolphl  as  the  first 
species  of  Bothriocephalus,  but  within  recent  yea^^  p.  latus  of 
man  has  been  tacitly  understood  by  zoologists  as  representing 
the  type  species  of  the  genus.    This  view,  however,  can  not  be 
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No  species  of  this  genus  as  at  present  revised 
(Blanchard,  1894,  p.  699-702)  is  known  to  occur  in  do- 
mesticated fowls,  although  the  pigeon  "Bothriocepha- 
iide"  may  conveniently  be  placed  here  at  present;  sev- 
eral species  (B.  dendriticus,  B.  ditremus,  B.  tlssiceps, 
B.  podicepedis)  are  found  in  wild  birds.  For  Both- 
rio<»ephalns  longicollis  see  Bothriotaenia  longicollis,  p. 
TiSO. 

L   BERTKAU'S  PIOEON  BOTHRIOCBPHALUS.  fen.  et  Bp..   'nc^rt. 

(Jomelius  (1875)  mentions  the  occurrence  of  a  tape- 
worm in  a  carrier  pigeon  at  Eberfeld;  hesitates  that  it 
was  a  true  Taenia,  but  Bertkau,  in  a  footnote  to  Corne- 
lius's paper,  remarks  that  it  is  a  "Bothriocephalide/* 
as  it  possessed  two  suckers. 

The  worm  was  yellowish  white  in  color,  24<^ni  long:  two 
suckers  but  no  hooks  on  the  head;  neck  short;  anterior  seg- 
ments very  short  and  straight,  segments  Inc-reasing  in  breadth 
to  6mm,  then  decreasing  again  toward  the  posterior  extremity; 
margin  of  strobila  serrate. 

The  host  had  been  listless  and  dull,  but  regained  its  natural 
condition  after  the  expulsion  of  the  worm. 

Railliet  (1898,  p.  329),  in  referring  to  this  form,  mentions  also 
a  case  recorded  by  Itzigsohn  (Neudamm.  Brandenburg).  Dr. 
Jtzigsohn  was  called  to  see  a  child  which,  he  was  assured,  had 
vomited  a  worm,  and,  in  fact,  a  Bothriocephalus  was  shown 
to  him.  An  investigation,  however,  showed  that  the  child  had 
been  playing  with  a  pigeon,  killed  the  evening  before  by  the 
child's  father;  upon  examining  the  bird  a  similar  worm  was 
found. 

accepted,  as  Rudol^phi  did  not  mention  this  form  among  his 
species  of  this  genus.  Strictly  speaking,  the  generic  name 
Ptychobothrium  should  fall  into  synonymy  under  Bothriocep- 
halue  (type  B.  claviceps)  and  a  new  generic  term  should  be 
given  to  the  group  of  which  B.  latus  is  now  taken  as  type.  This 
would,  however,  be  a  radical  step  and  could  be  taken  consis- 
tently only  in  a  revision.  Another  solution  of  the  problem, 
which  would  have  the  advantage  of  creating  less  confusion, 
would  be  to  accept  another  species  as  type  of  Bothriocephalus, 
which  must  obviously  be  one  named  by  Rudolphl  In  1808-1810, 
with  penis,  vulva  and  uterus  opening  ventrally. 
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F'loui  tho  date  given  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  de- 
termine these  worms,  and  it  appears  useless  to  attempt 
it. 

Qeniu  BOTHRIOTABNIA  RallU«t.   19S. 
Diagnosis:  Two  suckris   present;  genual  |k»i«.-s   lateral   (mar- 
g'inal).    Type    species    Bothriotaenla     longlcollis     (Molin,     1858) 
Railliet,  1892. 

1.    BOTHRIOTABNIA   liONOICOIXIS   (MolUi.    1868)    Ralllet.    Itn. 

(1858.  DilMithrium  longlcolle  Molin;  1878,  Bothriocephalus  longl- 
collis (Molin,  1868)  von  Linstow). 

Diagnosis:  IS^ni  to  27ntm  long  by  4mm  wide.  Head  small, 
claviform,  thick,  with  2  marginal  oblong  suckers,  and  a  small 
central  depression  on  the  summit.  Neck  long  ami  very  thin. 
Body  taenioki,  flat,  with  2  longitudinal  grooves.  Anterior  seg- 
ments very  short;  th«  following  segments  almost  square,  over- 
lapping; posterior  segnients  iransverso-elllpiic,  thick  with 
rounded  borders.  Gravid  segments  show  a  mosaic  structure  of 
dark,  angular  spots  due  to  egg  sacs.  CJenital  pores  unilateral, 
about  in  the  middle  of  the  margin. 

Development:  Unknown. 

Host:   C^hlckens  (Gallus  domesticus),  by  Molin. 

Distribution:  Pavia,  Italy  (by  Molin  and  Polonio). 

Molin  seems  to  be  the  only  author  who  has  made 
any  original  observations  on  this  worm,  and  these  are 
not  extended  enough  to  give  us  any  clear  idea  of  the 
parasite  in  question.  The  egg  sacs,  unilateral  pores, 
and  the  central  depression  on  the  summit  of  the  head 
recall  J>avalnea  (vide  p.  613),  with  the  query  whether 
Molin  was  really  not  in  error  in  describing  two  suck- 
ers instead  of  four.  Such  an  error  would  be  an  ex- 
tremely easy  one  to  fall  into,  as  the  suckers  of  avian 
cestodes  are  frequently  indistinct  or  lost. 

At  all  events,  Molin's  original  specimens  should  be 
re-examined,  as  nearly  forty  years  have  now  passed 
since  the  worm  was  first  found;  it  has  not  been  col- 
lec^^d  in  recent  years,  although  the  chicken  has  fre- 
quently been  examined  for  tapeworms. 
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Subfamily   LiaULINAE. 

Diagnosis:  Body  without  distinct  external  segmentation;  liead 
without  suckers,  or  two  slit-like  suckers  may  develop;  genital 
pores   ventral.    Type   genus  lyigula  Blooh,   1782. 

Oenns  I»TOUL.A  Bloch,   178t. 

Diagnosis:  Body  l.^^.  accj.*i...v. J  t-^c.ii.c^^iy,  but  the  genital 
organs  are  repeated  and  the  three  genital  pores  (Penis,  vulva, 
and  uterine  pore)  of  each  set  open  N-entrally;  head  without 
distinct  suckers,  or  2  longitudinal  sUt-like  suckers  may  de- 
veloi). 

Life  history  :The  larval  form  lives  in  the  abdominal  cavity 
of  fish  (particularly  Cyprlnidae).  the  adult  in  the  intes.tine  of 
various  piscivorous  birds. 

This  genus  does  not  nonnally  occur  in  domesticated 
l)irds,  but  Duchamp  (187(>,  quoted  in  Duchamp,  1877) 
infected  ducks  and  pigeons  (1877)  with  the  iaval  form 
taken  from  the  tench  (Tinea  vulgaris);  he  also  (1878A) 
raised  the  adult  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  dog. 
Donnadieu  (1877)  fed  young  ligules  to  ducks,  and  after 
twenty  to  thirty  hours  found  adult  ligules  with  eggs 
in  these  birds  in  some  of  his  experiments,  although  in 
other  infections  of  ducks  his  results  were  negative. 
Riehm  (1882)  also  succeeded  in  infecting  ducks  with 
ligules. 

From  a  piscicultural  standpoint  the  immature  stage  of  this 
parasite  is  of  considerable  importance,  for  It  occasionally  gives 
rise  to  serious  epizootics  among  fish  (for  historical  review, 
cf.   Donnadieu,   1877). 

A  large  number  of  species  have  been  insufflcien«tly  described 
by  various  authors.  Donnadieu  unites  them  all  with  Schisto- 
cephalus  under  the  name  DAbothrlum  ligula;  other  authors, 
however,  are  inclined  to  recognize  two  species,  I.  e..  Ligula 
uniserialis  Rud.,  1810  (Syn.  1S39,  L.  monogramma  Oeplin).  and 
Lrigula  alternans  Rud.,  1810  (Syn.  1839.  L.  digramma  Creplin). 
The  term  L.  simplicissima  Rud..  1802,  Is  generally  applied  to 
the  Fexual  form  in   fish. 

S  Genital  organs  simple,  unlserial  L.  uniserialis. 
(]renltal  organs  double  and  alternating  L.  alternans. 
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Family  TAENUDAE. 

Diag^nosis;  Uead  with  4  cup-shaped  suckers,  rostellum  pre- 
sent but  not  always  evident;  uterine  pore  wanting;  ir^nltal 
pores  generally  marginal;  body  always  segmented.  Type 
genus:  T€ienia  Lfinne,  1758. 

This  familj  is  an  extremelv  important  one  from  au 
agricultural  standpoint  as  all  the  tapeworms  of  do- 
mesticated animals  (with  the  exception  of  a  few  be- 
longing to  the  Bothriocephalidae)  are  classified  here. 
Probably  all  of  the  tapeworms  normaJly  found  in  poul- 
try belong  to  the  subfamily  Dipylidiinae. 

The  subfamily  Taenilaei  (type  genus:  Taeinia  Lfinne,  1758) 
contains  mostly  large  tapeworms,  the  adoiit  Btage  of  which 
lives  in  carnivorous  animals  (T.  saginata  of  man,  T.  marginata 
of-  dogs,  for  instance)  while  the  larval  stagre  lives  In  hea^bivor- 
ous  animals  (Cysticercus  bovis  of  cattle,  C.  tenuicollis  of  sheep, 
cattle,  etcj. 

The  subfamily  Anoplaocepholinae  (type  genus:  Anoplocephala 
E.  Bl.,  1848)  contains  most  of  the  adult  tapeworms  of  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  rabbits,  and  allied  animals. 

Subfamily    MES(X:^EST01DINAE. 

Diagnosis:  Head  with  four  suckers;  segments  distinct;  genital 
pores  in  median  ventral  line.  Type  and  only  er^nus:  Mesoces- 
toides  Vaillant,  1863. 

0«niw  M£80CK8T0II>B8  VaiUant,    IMt. 

(1885»  Ptychophysa  Ham  an  n.) 

Diagnosis:  Char,  of  subfamily;  a  single  egg  sac  present. 
Type  species:  M.  ambigruus  Vaillant,  1863. 

Bailliett  (1893,  p.  318)  places  Polonio's  Taenia  im- 
butiformis  of  wild  geese  in  this  genus  as  a  species  in- 
quirenda^  but  I  can  not  recognize  Polonio's  description 
and  figure  as  supporting  this  view  (vide  p.  58).  This 
genus  would,  therefore,  according  to  my  view,  be 
without  any  representative  among  the  parasites  of  do- 

iSyn.  1S58,  Scleroiepidota  Weinland  (hard-shell  tapeworms); 
C'ystleaae;  Cystotaeniae. 
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mesticated  birds.  The  type  species  M.  ambiguas  is 
found  in  Gennetta  gennetta  (Linnd,  1758)  [Viverra 
genetta],  and  one  species,  M.  lineatus  (Goeze,  1782) 
Railliett,  1803,  is  found  in  dogs  and  cats. 

Subfamily  DIPYLIDIINAE. 

(1868,  Mal€U!olepIdota  Welnland— Soft -shell  tapeworms:  1863, 
Cystoldeae  Leuckart;  Cystoldel;  Cy8to4dotaen4ae;  Taenia 
(Mlcrotaenia). 

Dlagrnosls:  Head  with  4  suckers;  rostellum  generally  armed; 
g'enital  pores  lateral  (marginal),  single  or  double;  egg  with  thin 
transparent  shells,  frequently  arranged  In  egg  sacs.  In  some 
cases  scattered  through  the  segrments;  larval  stage  a  cy.*ticer- 
coid;  adults  In  birds  and  mammals.  Type  genus:  Dlpylidlum 
R.  T^euckart.  1863. 

Probably  all  of  the  Taeniidae  of  birds  belong  to  this 
Rubfamilv,  which  is  at  present  divided  into  nine  genera. 
The  tapeworms  of  domesticated  fowls  are  confined  to 
the  five  genera:  CJotugnla,  Davainea,  FHcranotania. 
Drepanldotaenfa,  and  Echlnocotyle. 

I.  Genital  powe  double  and  oppoalte.    Suckers  unarmed. 

Three  dlflPerent  genera  have  been  proposed  in  the  subfamily 
DIpylldiinae  for  forms  with  dottble  and  opposite  genital  pores, 
but  they  have  been  very  poorly  defined  from  one  another. 

The  genus  Dipylidium  contains  species  which  infest  majmnals 
and  with  D.  caninum  as  type  species  will  unquestionably 
stand  as  a  good  genus.  In  birds  several  forms  with  double 
genital  pores  have  also  been  described.  Taenia  digronoipora 
Pasquale  in  chickens  and  Taenia  bifaria  Siebold  In  Aythya 
nyroca  (Nyroca  teucophthalma)  have  been  pJaced  by  Diamare 
(1893A)  in  a  new  grenus  Cotugnila,  which,  however,  he  fails  to 
define  distinctly  from  Dlpylldium,  and  which  must  unquestion- 
ably be  suppressed  unless  better  characters  are  brought  to  its 
supiport.  Diamare  (1893A)  has  also  proposed  the  genus  Ama- 
bllia  for  Taenia  lamelllgera  in  the  flamingo  (Phoenlcopterus 
antiquorum). 

Too  little  Is  known  of  the  other  forms  described  as  possess- 
ing double  genKal  pores  to  allow  a  determination  of  their  gen- 
eric affinities,   and   speculation   In    this  direction   would   simply 
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complicate  matters;  the  forms  which  must  be  taken  Into  con- 
sideration are  Taenia  polymorpha  Rudotphi,  1819,  pars  (as  de- 
termined by  Krabbe  1869,  p.  301)  from  Recur virostra  avocetta 
and  "Taenia  lavis  Bloch  (Dleslng)"  (see  Krabbe,  1869,  p.  302), 
from  Aythya.  ferina  (FuUgiila  ferina). 

In  deference  to  my  Italian  colleague  Diamare,  I  adopt  his 
genera  provisJonally,  postponing  final  opinion  in  regard  to  them 
until  his  more  detailed  publication  appears. 

a.    Two  submedlan  ovaries  In  each  segment. 

a'.    Uookt  OD  roBtellum  arraoKed  In  several  rows. 

Qeons  DIPTLIOIUM  K.    Leackart,  1868.1 
(1858,    Alyselminthus   Zeder,    1800,    partlm    WeinJand.) 

Diagnosis:  Rostellum  retractile,  armed  with  several  trans- 
verse rows  of  alternating  hooks;  hooks  with  small  roots,  the 
base  being  discoideU;  mature  segments  elongate  with  double 
sets  of  genital  origans;  pores  double  and  opposite;  testicles  very 
numerous,  scattered  through  the  median  field;  ovary  bllobled; 
vltellogene  glands  distal;  uterus  at  first  reticulate  among  the 
testicles,  finally  resolving  Itself  Into  Independent  egg  sacs  con- 
taining one  or  several  ova;  ova  with  double  transparent  mem- 
branes.   Type  species:  D.  canlnum  (Llnne,  1767). 

No  members  of  this  genus  have  as  yet  been  re<M)rded 
from  birds.  The  type  species  D.  caninum  inhabits  tlie 
intestine  of  dogs,  cats,  and  man;  its  larval  stage  lives 
in  fleas  (Pulex  serraticeps  P.  irritans)  and  lice  (Tricho- 
dectes  can  is). 

a'.    Hooks  on  bead  arranged  In  a  sinxle  row. 

Genus  COTDGNIA  Diamare.  1898.    (Gen.  Inq.). 

Diagnosis:  Head  large,  with  a  rudimentary  retractile  rostel- 
lum armed  with  a  large  num-ber  of  very  minute  booklets  ar- 
ranged in  a  single  row,  prong  thick  and  short,  without  dorsal 
root,  with  ventral  root  thin  and  elongate  towaird  the  point. 
Suckers   large   and   unarmed.    Mature   segments  broader   than 

iFnr  fnll  Mhllography  consult  D"amare*s  monograph  (1893)  II 
Genere  Dipylidlum  T>kt.  <  Atti.  R.  Accad.  Scienze  flsche  e 
matf^matiche.  Vol.  VT.  ser.  2a,  No.  7,  31  pages,  3  plates.  Care 
should,  however,  be  exercised  in  ac<?epting  the  dates  given  by 
Diamare  as  many  typographical  error.M  have  crept  Into  the 
blMIofrraphy. 
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long.  Genital  organs  double,  opening  separately  each  on  its 
respective  lateral  margin.  Uterus  composed  of  egg  sacs.  Typt* 
species:  Cotugnia  dlgonopora  (Pasquale,  1890)  Diamare,  1893. 

This  genus  was  established  by  Diamare  far  a  tape- 
worm which  occurs  in  chickens.  The  diagnosis  as  at 
present  given  by  Diamare  fails,  in  my  opinion,  to  sep- 
arate the  genus  distinctly  from  Dipylidium.  Two 
species  have  been  described,  but  sufficiency  of  details 
in  the  specific  diagnoses  does  not  allow  a  satisfactory 
morphological  distinction  at  present. 

J  Pound   In   chickens   C.  digonopora. 

f  Found    In    duck.**    C.  blfarla. 

3.  COTUGNIA    DIGONOPORO    (PasQuale,    1890)    Diamare,    1893.       The    dou- 
ble-pored   chicken   tapeworm. 

(1890,    Taenia   digonopora   Pasquale.) 

(PI.  I,  figs.  1-11.) 

Diagnosis:  Stroblla  40ram  to  80n»m  broad  and  in  contracted 
condition  about  Imm  thick;  head  lAmm  by  1.12mni;  rostellum 
with  a  crowded  crown  (in  a  single  row)  of  very  small  hooks  8.35 
fi  long;  base  of  rostellum  0.22nim  by  0.15nwn;  suckers  gloibular, 
prominent,  0.35mm  in  diameter.  Neck  short.  Anterior  seg- 
ments broader  thaji  long,  posterior  segments  longer  than  broad. 
Genital  pores  double  in  about  the  middle  of  the  lateral  margins; 
2  ovaries  in  each  segment;  eggs  evidently  a.rranged  in  egg  sacs. 

Life  history:  Unknown. 

Host:   Chicken  (Gallus  domesticus)   by  Pasquale. 

Geographical   distribution:   Abyssinia,    by   Pasquale. 

Pasquale  (1890)  found  this  worm  quite  common  in 
chickens  in  Massowah  and  thinks  it  probable  that  the 
poor  condition  of  the  fowls  was  due  to  its  presence. 
It  was  frequently  present  in  the  caeca  as  well  as  in 
the  small  intestine. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


588 

4    COTliJNIA     BIFARIA     (von    Slebold.     1S48)     DUmare,     18W.       The    dou- 
ble-ix>red     duck     taoeworm. 

(1848.    Taenia   bifaria   von   Siebold;   1871.   T.   tuberculata   Krefft 
(nee   Rudolphl.   1819).) 

(PL  II.  figrs.   12-17.) 

Diagnosis:  Strobila  SSn^n  to  dOmm  long  by  (?)  broad.  Head 
triangular,  with  conical,  pointed,  (?)  unarmed  Tostellum  and 
4  small  unarmed  circular  suckers;  neck  short.  Proximal  seg- 
ments small,  narrow,  gradually  enlarged,  and  rectangular; 
distal  segments  the  largest,  subquadrate.  Genital  poises  double, 
one  each  side  In  about  the  middle  of  the  margin,  prominent  In 
sexually  active  segments.  Male  organs:  Testicles  few  In  num- 
ber; each  vas  deferens  Inflated  Into  a  veslcula  seminalis  near 
the  anterior  margin  of  the  segnaent,  somewhat  laterally  of  the 
median  line;  from  here  the  seminal  canal  runs  diagonally  to 
the  slrrus  pouch,  which  Is  large;  cirrus  covered  with  minute 
spines.  Female  organs:  Not  well  understood;  evidently  2  ovar- 
ies present  In  the  posterior  portion  of  the  segment,  one  each 
side  of  the  median  line. 

Life   history:  Unknown. 

Type   si>ecimen:    Collection    Slebold   in    British   Museum. 

Hosts:  African  Teal  (Aythya  nyroca).  by  von  Slebold;  White- 
eyed  duck,   A.   australls  (Gould),   by   Krefft. 

(Geographical  distribution:  by  von  Slebold;  Aus- 
tralia,  by   Krefft. 

Von  Siebold  (1848,  p.  147)  mentions  Taenia  blfarla  from  the 
intestine  of  Anas  leucophthalmos  (=:Aythya  nyroca).  The 
specimens  possessed  double  genital  pores  similar  to  D.  canlnum. 
Montlcelll  (1889.  p.  326)  examined  these  specimens,  preserved 
in  the  British  Museum,  and  gave  a  short  diagnosis.  In  another 
paper  (1891,  pp.  151-153)  he  gives  a  more  extended  description, 
together  with  figures.  lie  did  not  observe  hooks  on  the  head 
but  will  not  deny  their  presence.  Monticelli  states  that  Krefltt's 
species  "T.  tubercolata"  (=T.  tuberculata),  described  from 
Aythya  australis  (Gould),  Is  Identical  with  T.  bifaria.  Diamare 
(1893,  p.  12)  places  T.  bifaria  In  the  genus  CJotugnla. 

b.  One  median  ovary  In  eacb  ■fiuent. 

Oeniu  AMABIIjLA.  Dlamar«.   ttH    iOvtL  Inq.). 

Diagnosis:  Avian  cestode  with  double  lateral  genital  pores; 
double  cirri;  ovary  single  and  medium.  Type  species:  Amabllla 
lamelllgera   (Owen.   1835)   Diamare,   1893. 
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This  genus  was  proposed  recently  in  a  preliminary  communi- 
cation by  Diamare.  A  more  complete  Icnowledge  of  the  worm 
la  necessary  before  it  will  be  possible  to  judge  whether  the 
genus  Is  well  founded  or  not.  No  member  of  the  genus  has  yet 
been  recorded  in  domesticated  fowls,  but  the  type  and  only 
species  is  found  in  the  flamingo. 

I.  AMABIUA  LAMBIjLIOBRA  (Ow«n,  1885)  Dlamftre.  1888. 

1836,    Taenia   lamelllgera   Owen.) 

(PI.   II,   figs.   18-20.) 

Diagnosis:  Stroblla  120mm  to  170mm  long,  10.5mm  broad,  2.1mm 
thick.  Head  almost  globular;  rostellum  cylindrical,  obtuse; 
armature?  Neck  absent;  segments  very  short.  Genital  pores 
double;  ovary  single  and  median.  Ova  segregated  near  base 
of  penis. 

Hosts:  Flamlngoi  (Phoenlcopterus  antiquorum). 

Geographical  distribution:  ?  by  Sykes;  France  by  Gervais;  ? 
Sardinia  (?  Cagliarl)  by  Flcalbl. 

IT.  Genlt&l  pores  single.    Sucken  armed  or  unarmed. 

A.  Suckers  unarmed:  genera  Hymenoltupls.  Dicranotaenia, 
and  Drepanidotaenia. 

Genus  HTMBNOLEPI8  Welnland.    1888.  « 

(1858,    DIplacanthus   Weinland    (nee    Ij.    Agas&lz).) 

Diagnosis:  Stroblla  small  (filiform).  Head  small,  provided 
with  a  retractile  rostellum,  well  developed  and  armed  with  a 
single  crown  of  24-30  booklets,  or  rudimentary  and  unarmed. 
(Neck  long.  Segments  serrate,  much  broader  than  long,  rarely 
less  than  150  In  number.)  Genital  pores  ma/rglnal,  sinistral, 
the  female  surface  of  the  proglottid  representing  ventral. 
Testicles  few,  generally   3   In  each  segment,   one  left  and   two 

lOwen  states  that  his  specimens  were  collected  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Sykes  "In  a  Flamingo,  Phoenlcopterus  ruber. 
Linn."  Diamare  states  that  his  own  specimens  were  collected 
by  "Professor  Flcalbl,  della  R.  Unlverslta  dl  Cagliarl,"  from 
"Phoenlcopterus  roseus."  According  to  Dr.  T.  S.  Palmer,  the 
Old  World  flamingoes  are  P.  antiquorum  Temm.  (syn.  P.  roseus 
Pallas),  P.  erythraeus,  and  P.  minor;  the  New  World  flamin- 
goes are  P.  ruber  Linn.,  and  P.  Ignlpalllatua  In  Owen's  time, 
however,  all  flamingoes  were  included  under  the  name  P.  ruber 
Linn.  As  It  was  not  stated  where  Sykes  collected  his  mater- 
ial It  Is  impossible  to  determine  the  host  species  deflnltely.  but 
upon  Dr.  Palmer's  advice  I  take  P.  antiquorum  as  host. 
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right  of  the  median  line.  Gravid  segments  transformed  Into 
a  sac  full  of  eggs;  eggs  surrounded  by  3  shells  separated- one 
from  another.  Inner  shell  without  pyriform  body,  but  oc- 
casionally with  a  small  knob  at  each  pole.  L#arva  Is  a  Crypto- 
cystis  or  Staphylocystis;  Intermediate  host  an  insect  or  myria- 
pode.    Type  species:   II.   diminuta   (Rud.,   3819). 

(Revised  generic  characters  from  Blanchard,  1891C,  pp.  49-50. 
I  inclose  in  brackets  several  characters  which  I  can  hardly  look 
upon  as  generic.    For  bibliography  see  R.  Blanchard,  1891C.) 

Weinland  proposed  this  genus  with  Taenia  flavopunctata  as 
type,  but  as  this  form  is  identical  with  taenia  diminuta  the 
name  H.  diminuta  is  here  Inserted  as  type  species.  At  the 
same  time  he  proposed  a  genus  Diplacanthus  (nee  L.  Agassiz) 
with  Taenia  nana  von  Siebold  as  type  species.  The  term  Dip- 
lacanthus must  drop,  as  it  is  preoccupied,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  good  grounds  for  separating  H.  nana  generically  from 
H.  diminuta. 

Weinland  divided  Hymenolepis  into  two  subgenera:  (1)  L»ep- 
idotrias  Weinland,  1858  (with  3  eggshells)  with  H.  murina 
(Dujardin,  1845)  Weinland,  1858,  as  type  species,  and  including 
Taenia  scalaris,  scutigera,  tiara,  pistlllum,  microstoma,  na»uta, 
undulata,  serpentulus,  craterlformis,  sinuosa  and  flavopunc- 
tata; (2)  Dilepis  Weinland,  1858  (with  2  eggshells),  with  T. 
angulata  Rud.  as  type  species,  and  containing  T.  purpurata, 
porosa  and  lanceolata.  Of  these  forms  T.  sinuosa  (vide  Drep- 
anldotaenia  sinuosa  p.  604)  and  T.  lanceolata  (vide  Dr.  lanceo- 
lata p.  597)  occuer  in  domestic  fowls. 

Most  of  the  species  of  this  genus  are  parasitic  in 
mammals,  but  Weinland  included  a  number  of  avian 
tapewonns  in  Hymenolepis.  Blanchard  (1891  C,  pp. 
()S-()1)),  discusses  Ihe  forms  and  concludes  that  only 
four  avian  species  can  be  included  here  with  any  de- 
j^ree  of  probability.  These  species  mentioned  Inflow 
do  not  occur  in  domesticated  fowls. 

Hymenolepsls  .«?erpentulus  (Schrank.  1798)  Weinland.  1858. 
(.Syn.  1798,  Taenia  serpentulus  Scrank  [ne<^  Diij..  1845"|.  found  In 
Oriolus  galbula.  Corvus  comix.  C.  corone.  C.  frugilegus.  C  mon- 
edula,  Nucifraga  caryocatactep.  Oarrulus  glandariiis,  Pica  cau- 
data,  PIcuR  aurnlentus. 

Hymenolepis  angulata  (Rud..  1810)  Weinland,  1858.     (Syn.  1810. 
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Taenia  angrulata  Rud.;  1845,  T.  serpentulus  DuJ.  [nee  Schrank, 
17981:  found  in  Nuclfraga  caryocatactes,  Turdus  atrigularis.  T. 
ilfacus,  T.  merula,  T.  musicus,  T.  pilaris,  T.  saxatilis,  T,  tor- 
quatus,  T.   vlscivorus,  Oriolus  gralbula.  Pica  cau-data. 

Hymenolepis  nasuta  (Rud..  1802),  Weinland,  1858.  (Syn.  1802, 
Taenia  nasuta  Rudolphi);  found  in  Parus  major,  P.  caudatus, 
P.  Coeruleus,  P.  cristatus,  P.  palustris. 

Hymenolepls  faflxiiminalis  (Batsch,  1786),  R.  Bl.,  1891.  (Syn. 
1786,  Taenia  farciminalis  Batsch;  1845,  T.  undulata  Duj.);  found 
in  Sturnus  vulgaris,  Garmlus  glandarius. 

Genus  DICRANOTAENIA  Railllet.   1892. 

I>iagno.sis:  Rostellum  provided  with  a  single  row  of  short, 
uniform  hooks,  generally  few  (10-26)  in  number,  with  the  ven- 
tral root  equal  to  or  longer  than  the  dorsal  root,  and  forming 
with  the  prong  a  small  pitchfork.  Type  species:  Di>cranotaenia 
coronula  (Diijardln)  Railliet. 

Development:  The  larval  cysticercoids  develops  in  small, 
crustaceans. 

Prom  the  characters  thus  far  given  it  is  very  diflliciiU 
to  distinguish  this  genus  from  Hymenolepis. 

^Genital  pores  alternate;  rostellum  with  12 

1  <      hooks  32  fi  long;  found  in  chickens D.  sphenoides,  p.  595 

(  G-enltal    pores    unilateral    2 

C  Rostellum  with  18  to  26  hooks  13 /^    to  17  /z 

2<     long;  found  in  ducks D.  coronula,  p.  591 

(  RosteUum  with  10  hooks  3 

C  Hooks  27  fi   to  32  /I  long;  found  in  swans 

I      and    big   scaup   duck    D.  aequabilis,  p.  593 

•^j  Hooks   47    //  to   66   /u   long;   found   in   wild 
(      ducks    D.  furcigera.  p.  594 

a.  Genital  pores  unilateral. 

6.  DICRANOTAENIA   CORONULA    (Dujardin.    184:>)    Rnllllet.    1892. 

(1845,  Taenia  coronula  Duj.) 

[PI.  Ill,  figs.  21-28.] 

Diagnosis:  120nim  to  190mm  long,  1.5mm  to  3nnn  broad.  Head 
almost  rhomboidal,  0.20mm  to  0.22mm;  muckers  prominent,  angular, 
irregular,  0.066mm  to  0.09mm  in  diameter;  rostellum  thick,  0.09mm 
by  0.06mm,  .surrounded  by  a  simple  crown  of  lS-26  hook.s  9  " 
to  14  fi    (Dujardin).  14   «  to  15  «  (Krabbe).  13  a  to  17  /i  (RaiUiet) 
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long.  Anterior  segments  very  short;  following  segments  grad- 
ually Increase  in  size.  Genital  pores  unilateral.  Penis  60  /< 
to  80  «  (DuJ.)  UO  n  (Krabbe)  long  by  30  tf  to  53  a  broad,  but 
able  to  swell  to  80  ^  covered  with  minute  i^lnes.  Hooks  of 
embryo  8  ^.      Internal  anatomy? 

Development:  Cysticercold,  probably  in  mussel  crabs  (Cy- 
priB  ovum  Jur..  Cyprts  cinerea,  Cypria  ophthalmlca  Jur.  and 
Candona  Candida. 

Hosts:  Tame  ducks  (Anas  boschas  dom.):  Mallard  duck  (A. 
boschas  L..);  European  Golden  Eiye  (Glaucionetta  clangula). 

Geographical  distribution:  France  (at  Rennes,  by  Dujardin; 
at  Alfort,  by  Railliet);  Denmark  (In  Zealand  by  Krabbe);  Ger- 
many (in  Bavaria  by  von  Siebold.  after  Krabbe;  in  Munich  by 
von  Willemoes-Suhm,  after  Krabbe,  1882).  No  epidemics  re- 
ported. 

Dujardin  (1845,  p.  674)  described  this  species  from  parasites 
found  in  ducks  at  Rennee;  Krabbe  (1869,  pp.  317-318)  found  the 
same  species  In  domesticated  ducks  and  adds  a  few  observa- 
tions, chiefly  measurements;  he  cites  It  from  Siebold's  collection 
(from  Glancionetta  clanula)  and  in  1882,  {).  35Q,  cites  it  from  von 
Willemoes-Suhm  (from  Anas  boschas  fera).  Railliet  (1893.  p. 
303)  has  found  young  tapeworms  in  the  domesticated  duck  at 
Alfort,  which  he  determined  as  belonging  to  this  siiecies,  al- 
though the  dorsal  root  of  the  hooks  were  much  more  slender 
than  those  figured  by  Krabbe.  These  appear  to  be  the  only 
observations  upon  the  adult  worm,  which  as  at  present  diag- 
nosed, is  based  entirely  upon  external  characters,  and  which, 
therefore,  should  be  restudled  anatomically. 

Several  authors  have  found  larval  cestodes  in  fresh- water 
mussel  crabs  which  they  look  upon  as  the  young  stage  of  Dlcr. 
co«>nula. 

Mrazek  (1890)  [in  a  publication  which  on  account  of  the  lan- 
guage I  am  unable  to  read.  I  quote  from  Monlez  (1891,  p.  26) 
and  Railliet  (1893)]  has  found  a  cysticercoid  in  C^pris  ovum 
.lur.  and  In  Cyjrls  ophthalmlca  Jur.  (Cyprls  compressa  Balrd) 
which  measures  140  a  to  190  «  in  dianveter,  and  Is  provided 
with  22  to  31  hooks  corresponding  in  form  and  dimensions  to 
those  figured  by  Krabbe,  except  that  the  dorsal  root  Is  some- 
what more  slender;  the  tall  is  3  to  5  times  as  long  as  the  body 
and  bears  the  6  hooks  (8  fi  long)  of  the  oncosphere.  Rosseter 
(1890)  describes  and  figures  the  cysticercoid  of  D.  coronula  from 
CJypris  clncrea  In  Kent.  Moniez  (1891,  p.  26)  states  that  this 
cysticercoid  Is  rather  common  In  Prance,  where  he  has  found 
It  In  Cypria  ophthalmlca  and  Candona  candlda;  he  also  records 
It  In  Cy.  ophthalmlca  from  Durham  and  from  China. 
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While  it  will  be  noticed  that  this  cystioercoid  is  very  simi- 
lar to  Dlcr.  coronula  and  that  in  ali  probability  it  represents 
its  larval  stage,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  experimental 
proof  of  the  relationship  of  these  organisms  has  not  yet  been 
forthcoming,  and  furthermore,  that  even  the  adult  form  is 
very  superficially  described. 

7.  DICRANOTAENIA  AIBQUABILI8  (Rudolphl.    1810)  Rallllet.   18M 

(1810,   Taenia  aequabilis  Rudolphi.) 

[PI.   III.   flgs.   29-30.1 

Diagnosis:  160mm  to  350nwn  long,  3.2nim  to  A.^rnm  broad.  Head 
subglobular;  rostelluim  obovate,  armed  with  a  simple  crown  of 
10  hoQks  2f!  ft  to  32  ^  long;  suckers  rather  large,  orbicular, 
prominent.  Neck  very  short.  Anterior  segments  very  short  and 
thin;  following  segments  trapezoidal,  much  broader  than  long, 
posterior  angles  acute,  but  becoming  more  rounded  near  the 
posterior  end.  Genital  pores  unilateral.  Development  un- 
known. 

Hosts:  European  swan  (Olor  cygnus);  ?  domesticated  9wan 
(O.  cygnus  dom.);  Widgeon  (Anas  penelope);  Ehiropean  scaup 
duck  (Aythya  maTila). 

Geographical  distribution:  Po«merania  (by  Rudolphi  and  Crep- 
lln);  Schleswag  (by   Prlis).    Epidemics:  None  reported. 

Like  the  preceding  species,  this  form  has  been  seen 
hut  a  few  times  and  is  established  entirely  upon  exter 
nal  characters. 

Rudolphi  collected  it  origrlnally  and  described  it  in  1810  (pp. 
135-136)  from  wild  swan.  In  1819  (p.  155)  he  gives  "Anas  olor" 
as  a  host.  According  to  Dlesing  (1%0,  p.  527)  Bremser  found  it 
in  Olor  cygnus.  Bellingham  (1844,  p.  320)  quotes  it  for  "Cyg- 
nus ferus  and  Mareca  penelope."  Krabbe  (1869,  pp.  316-317) 
examined  the  originals  and  figured  the  hooks;  he  cites  in  fur- 
ther from  Creplin*s  collection,  and  mentions  that  Friis  aJso 
found  it.  "Gervais  and  van  Beneden.  afterwards  von  Linstow. 
cite  it,  probably  erroneously,  from  the  domesticated  swan" 
(Rallllet).  Von  Linstow  (1878.  p.  158)  records  it  for  Fuligula 
marila  (=Aythya  marila).   but  does  not  give  the  collector. 

38-TT 
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8.    DTCRANOTAENIA   FlTRCmBRA    (Radolphl.    1819)   Stiles.    18M. 

(JSISJ,  "V.  irilineala  Baisch"  of  Kudolphl;  IxlB,  T.  luiviKeia 
Rudolph!  ex  Nitzsch,  MS.;  1845,  T.  rhonrubokiea  DuJ.;  1893, 
Dlcranotaenla    rhomboldea   (Dujardln,    1845)    Railllet.) 

(  ?  1779,  Taenia  lineati  Bloch;  ?  1786,  T.  trilineata  Batch;  ? 
1790,  T.  Anatis  p  llneata  Gmelin;  ?  1802,T.  lonfflrostris  Frolich 
[nee  Rud..  1819]  ?  1803,  Halysis  trilineata  (Batsch,  1786)  Zeder; 
?  1858.  T.  eonioa  Molin.) 

[PI.  Ill,  figs.  31-34  (35-36).] 

Diagnosis:  lOOnim  to  36mni  long  by  0.5  to  imm  broad.  Head 
0.46nim  to  0.52mni,  rhomboidal,  or  prolonged  anteriorily  in  a  tube 
containing  a  thicic  ovoide,  oblong,  rostellum  0.22m«n  to  0.25inni 
long,  armed  with  a  single  crown  of  hooks  es>  f^  to  SS  fi  (Dujardln). 
48  /*  to  68  /i  (Krabbe)  long.  Suckers  O.lSmm  in  diameter.  Seg- 
ments trapezoidal,  2  to  3  times  longer  than  broad.  Genital 
pores  unilateral.  Penis  9.7  ft  broad,  smooth.  E)mbryo  36  /*; 
hooks  of  embryo  14  fi  (Krabbe),  16  //  to  17  /*  (Dujardin).  De- 
velopment not  known. 

Hosts:  Mallard  ducks  (Anas  boschas)  by  Dujardin.  Nitzch, 
Krabbe,  Priis;  Pochard  (Aythya  ferina);  is  erroneously  stated 
to  have  been  found  in  domestic  ducks,  according  to  Rallliet. 
See  also  hosts  for  T.  conlca,  T.  lineata,  and  T.  trilineata,  in 
chart  at  end  of  text,  taken  from  von  Llnstow,  1878,  and  others. 

Geographical  distribution:  France  (by  Dujardin),  Italy  (by 
de  Ninni),  Iceland  (Krabbe).  Schleswig  (Frlis).  Bpidemics, 
none  recorded. 

The  early  history  of  this  worm  Is  burled  under  indefinite  and 
incomplete  statements  upon  superficially  studied  material. 
We  can,  however,  trace  the  species  with  certainty  as  far  back 
as  Rudolphi.  1819,  p.  528.  Nltzsch  collected  some  worms  from 
the  Mallard  In  1816,  and  sent  them  to  Rudolphi,  evidently  under 
the  MS.  label  Taenia  furcigera.  Rudolphi  determined  the 
worms  as  T.  trilineata  Batsch.  1786,  which  according  to  Krabbe 
(1869,  p.  315),  (Batsch's  original  not  at  my  disposal),  is  a  name 
Batsch  introduced  for  Bloch's  T.  llneata  of  1779.  Krabb^  after- 
ward examined  Nltzsch's  specimens,  and  states  (1869,  p.  316) 
that  they  are  Identical  with  T.  rhomboldea  Dujardln.  1846.  I 
adopt  Nltzsch's  name  for  the  reasons  given   In   the  footnote.! 

lA  very  delicate  point  of  nomenclature  is  involved  In  this 
case,  and  one  which  has  been  entirely  overlooked  by  helnn!n- 
thologlsts.  In  the  first  place,  the  name  trilineata  should  be 
suppressed  because  (Krabbe,  1869.  p.  315)  It  was  originally  In- 
tended for  a  species  (\.  e..  T  llneata  from  A.  penelope.  A.  clrcla, 
Dafila   acuta)    already    named    and    figured.     Accordingly,    trl- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


595 

Dujardin  (1845,  pp.  574-575.  T.  rhomboidea)  found  a  30mm 
fragrment  and  6  young  worms  lOmm  to  18mm  long  In  a  wild  duck, 
in  which  "Taenia  megalops"  was  also  present.  In  Iceland 
Krabbe  collected  numerous  young  specimens  of  T.  rhonnboidea 
from  wild  ducks  (A.  boschas  fera);  they  were  10mm  long  by 
0.5mm  broad;  the  rostellum  was  armed  with  10  hooks,  47  « 
to  58  fi  long;  genital  apparatus  not  visible.  Frils  (Krabbe,  1869) 
collected  the  same  species  In  Schleswlg,  and  Krabbe  thinks 
that  the  worm  which  Molin  (1858,  p.  139;  1861,  p.  253,  Taf.  VII, 
figs.  1-2  )found  In  wild  ducks  In  Padua  and  described  under  the 
name  T.  conica  is  sUso  identical  with  Dujard'ln's  T.  rhomboldea. 
Molin  'records  his  form  from  Anas  boechas;  von  LInstow  (1878) 
gives  it  for  A.  boschas  dom.,  but  not  for  A.  boschas.  Rallliet 
(1893,  p.  303)  places  T.  rhomboldea  In  the  genus  Dicranotaenia. 
and  calls  attention  to  the  error  In  Diesing  (1850  p.  543)  of  in- 
cluding T.  trillneata  as  a  parasite  of  the  domestic  duck — an 
error  repeated  by  von  LInstow  Rallliet  thinks  that  T.  Trillneata 
Batsch,  1786,  is  identical  with  T.  rhomboldea,  although  Du- 
jardin (1845)  thinks  that  T.  trillneata  is  simply  a  variety  of  T. 
sinuosa. 

There  seems  no  way  either  to  prove  or  disprove  what  species 
T.  trillneata  Batsch  (=T.  lineata  Bloch)  really  represents,  un- 
less the  types  can-  be  procured.  In  view  of  the  poor  descriptions 
I  intend  for  the  present  to  ignore  these  specific  names  entirely. 

b.  Genital  pores  alternate. 

9.    DICRANOTAENIA   SPHENOIDES  (Rallliet,    18W)   Rallliet,    1898. 
(1872,  Taenia  cuneata  von  LInstow  [nee  Batsch,  1786];  1892.  T. 

sphenoldes  RalU.;  1893,  Dicranotaenia  cuneata  (von   LInstow, 

1872)  RalU.) 

[PI.  IV,  figs.  37-42.1 
Diagnosis:  Body  2mtn  (von  LInstow)  to  4mm  (Magalhaes)  long. 


lineata  should  never  have  been  proposed,  and  hence  can  not 
be  taken  Into  consideration  under  any  circumstances.  Kra/bbe 
states  that  the  description  and  figures  of  T.  Mneata  are  so  Im- 
perfect that  It  Is  not  possible  to  determine  the  species  with 
certainty,  although  from  Bloch's  figure®  It  Is  not  probable  that 
his  worm  Is  identical  with  T.  rhomboldea.  This  statement  re- 
lieves us  from  considering  T.  lineata  further  unless  Bloch's 
specimens  can  be  found.  Authors  have  generally  accepted 
Dujardln's  specific  name,  but  the  publication  of  Nltzsch's  name 
by  Rudolphl  establishes  the  date  of  T.  furclgera  as  1819,  and 
associates  the  name  with  RudOplhl's  description.  Krabbe's  es- 
tablishment of  the  Identity  of  T.  rhomboldea  with  T.  furclgera 
must  naturally  suppress  Dujard'ln's  name.  Accordingly, 
Nltzsch's  specimens  are  the  oldest  types  as  yet  consulted, 
and  nothing  remains  at  present  but  to  accept  Rudolphl's  pub- 
lication of  this  name 
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by  imm  broad,  wed^re-shaped;  head  200  >  long  by  206  /i  broad, 
contracted  posteriorly  to  form  the  neck;  retractile  rotellam  cyl- 
indrical, 160  ^J  long  by  37.6  fi  broad,  bearing  12  (von  Llnetow. 
Magalhaes.  Plana)  or  12-14  Oraaei  &  Rovelll)  hooks  which  meas- 
ure 25  f^  (Magalhaes)  or  32  /*  (other  authors)  long;  dorsal  root 
of  hooks  short  and  same  length  as  ventral  root.  Suckers  round 
to  oval«  75  «  in  diameter,  unarmed.  Segments  12-18  in  xnunt>er. 
Increasing  gradually  in  size  from  the  first  to  the  last,  so  that 
the  entire  body  is  wedge-shaped.  Genital  pores  Irregularly 
alternate,  situated  at  the  anterior  angle  of  the  segments;  male 
organs  appear  In  first  segments,  testicles  "numerous."  vitel- 
laria  seen  in  ninth  and  following  segments;  mature  eggs  seen 
only  in  twelfth  and  thirteenth  segments;  they  lie  in  12-l.t  large 
vesicles  which  finally  break,  the  eggs  being  scattered  through 
the  segments.  Bggs  spherical,  42  fi  in  diameter,  with  2  mem- 
branes; hooks  of  oncosphere,  6  ^. 

Development:  Intermediate  host  is  probably  an  earthworm 
(Allobophora  foetida  Eisen).    The  cysticercoid  has  no  tail. 

Host:  CThickens  (Gallus  damestlcus). 

Geographical  distribution:  Germany  (von  Lrlnstow);  Italy 
(Grassi   &   Rovelli);   South   America— Brazil    (Magalhaes). 

Von  Llnstow  (1872B,  pp.  56-57)  discovered  this  worm  in  chick- 
ens in  GernMuiy  ,and  described  it  as  Taenia  cuneata.  Plana 
(1882,  p.  393-394)  evidently  examined  some  of  von  Llnstow's  ori- 
ginals, but  does  not  add  much  to  the  diagnosis.  Grassi  &  Rov- 
elll a889A.  p.  404;  1892,  pp.  29-30,  88-90)  found  the  same  species 
in  Italy;  they  found  some  cystloercolds  in  the  earthworm  (Al- 
lobophora foetida),  which  they  believe  represent  the  larval 
stage  of  T.  cuneata.  They  evidently,  however,  did  not  make 
any  experiments  to  determine  this  point,  although  they  state 
that  the  hooks  agree  with  the  hooks  of  T.  cuneata.  This  sup- 
posed intermediate  host  must  therefore  be  subjected  to  experi- 
mentation before  Grasei  &  Rovelll's  statements  are  giv?n  full 
credence.  Magalhaes  (1892,  pp.  145-146)  records  the  same 
species  from  Brazil,  adding  several  important  points  on  tho 
anatomy  of  the  worm.  Railliet  (1892,  p.  53)  uses  the  term 
Taenia  sphenoides  for  this  worm,  his  grround  evidently  being 
that  the  term  T.  cuneata  is  already  preoccupied.  In  1893  (p. 
304)  he  reverts  to  the  specific  name  cuneata,  placing  the  form 
in  DIcranotaenla.  By  the  International  rules  the  term  cuneata 
must  fall,  on  which  account  I  accept  the  next  available  name, 
sphenoides.    (See  addendum,  p.  637.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M 


'■\ 


597 

Geniu  DRBPAKIDOTABNIA  RalUlet,   IHL 

Diagnosis:  Head  provided  with  a  single  row  of  uniform  hooks, 
few  (8-20)  In  number,  with  dorsal  root  much  longer  than  ventral 
root,  the  latter  always  small;  with  prong  directed  pos'terlorly 
when  the  rostellum  contracts.  Type  species  Dr.  lanceolata 
(Bloch,  1782)  Railllet  1892. 

Development:    The   larval    stage    (cystieercoW)    of   several 
species  has  been  found  in  small  crustaceans. 
(  Genital  pores  alternate;  rostellum 
with    16-20    hooks   20-27    /*    long; 
Hab:     chickens,      ?     pheasants, 

?   ducks,    pigeons    Dr.  Inf undibuliformis,  p.  609 

\   Genital  pores  unilateral  2 

Rostellum   with   10  hooks    3 

Rostellum   with   8   hooks    4 

Hooks   20  fi    to   23    ft    long;    found    In 
ducks,     domestic     goose,     and     wild 

8^^        goosander Dr.  tenuirostris,  p.  608 

Hooks  X  fi  to  40  fi  long;  found  in'  geese..  Dr.  setigera,  p.  605 
Hooks  51  /I  to  61  fi  long;  found  In  geese.. .Dr.  slnuosa,  p.  604 
Hooks  66  ;i  to  72  /i  long;  found  in  ducks.. Dr.  anatina,  p.  601 

Hooks  31  /<  to  35  ^  long;  found  in  ducks 

and    geese    Dr.  lanceolata,  p.  597 

Hooks  57  ft  long;  fouiwJ  In  geese  Dr.  fasciata,  p.  598 

Hooks  77  /I  to  80  u    long;  found  in  ducks 

and  geese   Dr.  gracilis,  p.  600 

A.    G«nltal  pore  unilateral. 

a.   RcBtellum  with  8  hooks. 

10.   DRBPANIDOTABNIA  LANCEOLATA  (Bloch.    17«2)  Railllet.    iSM.    Tl»e 
lanceolate  tapeworm. 

(1727,  Taertia  anserum  Frisch— vide  Rud..  1810;  1781,  T.  aeutls- 
slma  Pallas,  pars— vdde  Krabbe,  1869;  1779,  T.  anservls  Bloch 
—vide  Rud.,  1810;  1782,  T.  lanceolata  Bloch;  1786,  T.  lanceola 
Batsch— vide  Rud.,  1810;  1803,  Halysis  lanceolata  (Bloch,  1782) 
Zeder— vide  Rud.,  1810;  1868.  Hymenolepls  (Dileipls)  lanceolata 
(Bloch.  1782)  Welnland.) 

[PI.  IV,  Figs.  43-63;  PI.  V.  Pigs.  54-65.1 

Diagnosis:  30n«m  to  ISOmm  long  by  5mm  to  IS^m  broad.  Head 
very  small,  globular;  rostellum  cylindrical,  slightly  swollen  on 
the  summit,  armed  with  a  single  crown  of  8  hooks  31  /*  to  35  ^ 
long;  suckers  rounded.  Neck  very  short,  can  be  retracted  with 
the  head  Into  the  anterior  portion  of  the  stroblla.  Anterior 
segments  very  short,  the  following  segments  increasing  slightly 
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In  lengrth  and  becoming  gradually  broader  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  posterior  extremity  when  they  become  nar- 
rower, giving  the  body  a  lancet  shape.  Genital  pores  unilat- 
eral, near  anterior  corner  of  segment;  penis  armed  with  spines; 
cinnis-pouch  small;  testicles  3;  female  organs  on  or^poslle  side 
of  segment  from  genital  pore  (Feuerelsen).  Eggs  with  very 
thin  external  shell  50  /x  by  35  /**;  hooks  of  oncosphere  8  /<.  De- 
velopment: Unknown. 

Hosts:  Tame  duck  (Ana«  boschas  dom.);  black  duck  (Anas 
obscura);  tame  goose  (Anser  anser  dom.);  muscovy  duck  (Cal- 
rina  moschata);  white- headed  duck  (Erlsmatura  leucocephala) ; 
pochard  (Aythya  ferlna);  African  teal  (Aythya  nyroca);  red- 
cresteid  pochard  (Aythya  ruflna);  flamingo  (Phoenicopterus 
antiquorum). 

Geographical  distribution:  England,  Denmark,  France,  Ger- 
many and  Auartria.    Epidemic  In  1710.  reported  by  Frisch. 

Bloch  (1782,  p.  7-9)  found  this  wormJ  more  especially  among 
lean  geese;  Goeze  (1782,  pp.  377-383)  says  that  it  is  most  com- 
mon in  lean  geese  which  hav6  been  allowed  to  roam;  Dujardin 
(1845,  p.  562)  mentions  T.  lanceolata  as  possessing  10  hooks  and 
irregularly  alternating  genital  pores,  which  makes  it  probaible 
that  he  did  not  have  this  species  before  him.  Krabbe  (1869,  pp. 
295-296)  found  this  form  in  77  geese  out  of  400  examined,  or 
about  20  per  cent.  The  Vienna  catalogrue  gives  T.  lanceolata 
and  T.  slnuosa  together  for  19  out  of  139  tame  geese.  The  epi- 
demic of  1710  recorded  by  Frisch  (1781,  pp.  156-156)  la  attributed 
to  this  species.  It  has  been  found  by  various  German  authors. 
Megnin  (1881A,  pp.  29-32)  has  found  it  in  ducks  and  geese  in 
France.  Rallliet  (1893,  pp.  299-300)  in  Ardennes  France,  Lucet 
in  Loiret.  France.  Rallliet  states  that  this  is  the  most  com- 
mon form  in  geese.  HasFall  has  one  specimen  from  Liverpool, 
England. 

Authors  generally  consider  that  there  is  little  or  no  difficulty 
in  recognizing  this  species;  its  anatomy,  however,  is  very  im- 
perfectly understood. 

11.    DRSPANIDOTABNIA  FASClATA  ([  ?  Rudolphl.  1810J  Krabbe,  1869)  Rallliet. 

(1868,    "T.   setigera  Frolich,"   1789  of  Feuerisen    [nee  Frollch   v. 

Siebold,   1848];   1869,T.   fasciata   Krabbe.) 
(  ?  1800.  Alyselmlnthufl  crenatus  (Goeze.  1782)  Zeder  par&— vide 
Rud.,  1810;    ?  1803.  Halysis  crenata  (Goeze.  1782)  Zeder  pars- 
vide  Rud..  1810;  Taenia  fasciata  Rud.). 

[PI.  V,   ngs.   56-66;   PI.  VI,   figs.  67-76;   PI.  VII.   figs.  77-79.] 
Diagnosis:   Body   60mm   to  160mm   long  by  Imm   to  2mm   broad. 
Head  hemispherical,  compressed.  0..35nim  broad  by  0.25nun  long; 
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suckers  oval,  0.14nwn  long  by  O.lSmni  (posterior)  to  0.06«nni  (an- 
terior) broad;  rostellum  long,  thick,  cylindrical  O.aenmi 
by  O.OCnini,  armed  on  anterior  end  witli  simple  crown  of 
8  hooks  57  /i  to  60  /<  long,  roots  of  al>out  equal  length.  Neck 
very  long,  much  thinner  than  the  head.  Segments  much 
broader  than  long;  anterior  segments  6  times  as  broad  as  long; 
posterior  segments  3  times  as  broad  as  long,  and  somewhat 
funnel  shaped;  segments  become  O.aSnim  thick;  thickness  es- 
pecially in  the  median  line,  which  is  traversed  by  a  dark 
longitudinal  band;  thinner  and  more  transparent  toward  tlie 
border;  straighter  at  the  angles,  the  stroblla  having  a  crenate 
appearance.  Genital  pores  unilateral  in  anterior  halt  of  mar- 
gin. Calcareous  bodies  absent  from  the  head,  but  present  in 
the  neck  and  increase  distally.  Male  organs  begin  to  develop 
in  ca.  one  hundred  and  twentieth  segment;  3  testicles  present 
in  distal  portion  of  segment,  one  median,  two  lateral;  vas  def- 
erens runs  diagonally  toward  proximal  aporose  comer  of  seg- 
ment, swelling  into  a  vesicula  seminalis;  near  lateral  margin 
it  turns,  runs  parallel  to  an^terior  margin  and  leads  to  cirrus 
pouch,  which  also  runs  parallel  to  anterior  margin  of  segment: 
cirrus  pouch  lies  on  aporose  side  of  median  line  and  contains 
a  second  vesicula  seminalis,  which  communicates  with  a  very 
long  cirrus;  genital  cloaca  a2mm  to  0.3mm  long  by  0.03mm  to 
0.09mm  broad,  the  broader  portion  being  next  to  genital  pore; 
a  row  of  spines  at  the  point  where  the  penis  opens  Into  the 
cloaca;  penis  covered  with  minute  spines.  Female  organs  not 
well  understood;  begin  in  ca.  one  hundred  and  forty-fifth  seg- 
ment; a  median  oval  body  and  two  lateral  Jobed  bodies  Joined 
together;  a  median  receptacurum  semlnls  runs  cephalad  and 
diagonally,  continues  as  vagina,  which  runs  parallel  to  anterior 
margin  nearly  entire  breadth  of  segments,  and  opens  into 
cloaca  near  cirrus;  a  second  larger  lobed  body  =  ?  uterus. 

Development:  Cercooystls  Dr.  fasclatae  in  Cyclops  agills,  re- 
corded by  Mrazek. 

Hosts:  White-fronted  goose  (Anser  alblfrons);  graylag  goose 
(A.  anser);  tame  goose  (A.  anser  dom.). 

Oeogrraphical  distribution:  Denmark  (by  Krabbe);  Germany 
(by  Peuereisen);   Bohemia  (by  Mrazek). 

Zeder  referred  a  tapeworm  which  he  had  found  In  a  goose 
to  T.  crenata  Go^'ze.  which  was  reported  from  Picus  major  (see 
Krabbe,  1869,  p.  300.)  Rudolphi  (1810,  pp.  139-140)  renamed  the 
species  fasolata.  hut  does  not  appear  to  have  examined  it. 
Peuerisen  (1868.  pp.  162-190)  then  determined  von  Slebold's  T. 
fasclata  Rud.  as  T.   setlgera   Prollch,   1789,   and  the  year  fol- 
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lowing  Krabbe  (1869,  p.  300),  stating  that  it  was  impoaelble  to 
recognize  definitely  what  goose  tapeworm  was  included  under 
the  specific  name  fasciata  by  earlier  authors,  proposed  to  ap- 
ply the  name  to  a  worm  in  geese  provided  with  8  hooks  on  the 
rostellum.  Authors  have  since  Krabbe's  time  adopted  hla  form 
as  fasciata.  I  retain  this  name  provisionally,  although  it  has 
no  right  to  stand. 

Mrazek  (1890.  1891)  records  a  cysticercoid  from  Cyprls  agilis 
which  he  Identifies  as  the  larval  stage  of  Taenia  fasciata  Ru- 
dolphl.    He  evidently  made  no  Infections. 

It.    DRSPANIDUTABNIA  ORAC1LI8  <(  ?  Zeder.  1806]  Krabbe,  1819)  BallHet. 

1992. 

.      (1869,  Taenia  gracilis  Krabbe.) 

(  ?  1782.  Taenia  collo  longiselnno  Bk>ch;  ?  1803  Halysis  gracilis 
Zeder;    ?   1810.    T.    gracilis   (Zeder)    Rud.) 

[PI.    VII,    figs.   80-91;   PI.   Vni.   figs.   9»-99.1 

Diagnosis:  About  270n^na  long  by  1.6-2rom  broad.  Head  sub- 
globular;  rostellum  cylindrical,  obtuse,  armed  with  a  slnvple 
crown  of  8  hooks  77-80  /<  long  (96  /*  and  even  103  /*  after  lionn- 
berg).  Neck  very  short.  Anterior  portion  of  body  very  thin 
for  a  considerable  length;  anterior  segments  Infundibullform, 
the  following  segments  gradually  becoming  quadrate,  genital 
pores  unilateral.  Receptaculum  seminis  pyriform;  penis  un- 
armed; genital  sinus  provided  with  large  spines. 

Development:  Cercocystis  Dr.  gracilis  in  Candona  rostrata  by 
Scott,  in  Cyprls  compressa  Baird  (Cypria  ophthalmlca  Jurine) 
and  CJyclops  vlrldls  Fischer  by  Mrazek,  in  C^prla  ophthalmlca 
by  Moniez. 

Hosts:  Tame  duck  (Anas  boscha^  dom.);  mallard  duck  (A. 
boschas);  widgeon  (Anas  penelope);  tame  goose  (Anser  anser 
dom.);  goosander  (Merganser  merganser);  red-hreasted  mer- 
ganser (Merganser  serrator);  common  sheldrake  (Tadorna  ta- 
dorna). 

Geographical    distribution:    Denmark.    Germany.    No    epi- 
demics recorded. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  what  worm  was  referred  to 
under  the  specific  term  gracilis  before  Krabbe's  time; 
the  earlier  descriptions  may  therefore  be  ignored  for 
the  present,  the  names  being  accepted  as  unidentifiable 
synonyms;  it  is  impossible  to  show  that  the  eariier 
worms  were  not  identical   with   Krjihbr's  form   from 
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Anas  boschaa  dom.  The  only  poeitively  known  host 
for  the  adult  up  to  Krabbe's  time  is,  therefore,  the 
tame  duck. 

Von  Linstow  (1872A,  pp.  535-537)  afterwards  found  a  worm 
in  the  goosander  (Merganser  merganser  [Mergus  merganser]) 
which  he  Identified  with  Krabbe's  species.  Lonnberg  (1889,  pp. 
9-10,  flg.  1)  found  a  worm  In  Tadorna  vulpanser  which  he  de- 
scribed as  a  new  variety:  T.  gracilis  forma  Tadornae.  The 
hooks  on  this  worm  were  much  larger  than  those  of  the  type 
specimen,  a  variation  which  L#onnberg  explains  as  due  to  host 
Influence.  Lonnberg  (1890,  pp.  10,  30)  also  records  this  form  for 
Mergus  ser/ator  (=  Merganser  serrator). 

Von  Linstow  (1872A,  pp.  535-537)  found  a  cystlcercoid  meas- 
uring 0.14  by  0.09ram  in  intestine  of  a  perch  (Perca  flu\'4atilis), 
which  he  looked  u-pon  as  the  young  of  Taenia  gracilis.  The 
larva  has  also  been  found  in  certain  fresh-water  crustaceans 
which  probably  represent  the  regular  intermediate  host.  Thus 
Scott  (1891,  p.  314)  noticed  an  object  In  a  mounted  slide  of  Can- 
donarostrata  Brady  &  Norman,  from  the  Edinburg  district; 
Blanchard  (1891A.  pp.  303-332)  examined  Scott's  preparation 
from  Candona  rostrota,  and  after  a  careful  comparison  of  the 
hooks  of  the  cystlcercoid  concluded  that  this  larva  belonged 
in  the  llf€f  cycle  of  Taenia  gracilis.  He  exiplains  von  Linstow's 
finding  this  same  larva  in  a  perch  by  the  fact  that  the  fish 
had  eaten  some  ostracodes.  He  introduces  the  formula — the 
length=a — c,  the  base=a — b,  in  measuring  the  hooks,  using  it 
as  follows:  For  T.  gracilis  ab:  ac=30-75.  Mrazek  (1891,  p.  128) 
cites  the  larva  for  C^pris  compressa  Baird  and'  CJyolops  vlrldls 
FIsch,  while  Moniez  (1891,  p.  26)  mentions  It  from  Cypria  oph- 
thalmlca  from  CHiina. 

The  larva  referred  to  is  in  all  probability  the  true 
larva  of  this  species,  but  no  infections  have  as  yet  been 
made. 

b.  Rostellum  with  10  hooks. 

13.    DREPANIDOTAENIA  ANATINA    (Krabbe,    1869)    Rallllet.    1893. 

(1869.   Taenia  anatifta   Kiabbe.) 

[PI.   IX,   figs.    100-111;   PI.   X,   figs.   112-115.1 

DIagrnosis:  Strobila  attains  209«nm  to  300mm  in  length  and 
2min  to  3mm   in    breadth;   worm  of  TOmm   in   length   has  about 
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650  seg^ments;  number  of  se^rments  in  longrest  worms  prob&bly 
reaches  2.000.  Head  with  a  simple  crown  of  10  hooks  65  ^72 
tt  long:.  Neck  lonsr.  Fully  matured  segments  half  as  thick  as 
broad.  Genital  poree  unilateral;  copulation  beg^ins  with  about 
the  five  hundredth  segment,  uterus  aM>ears  ca.  70  segrments 
later.  Male  organs:  Testicles  3  in  number,  one  on  pore  side, 
two  on  ai-orose  side  of  segment;  cirrus  pouch  dorsal  of  vagina, 
elongate,  extending"  to  or  slightly  beyond  the  lon£ritii4inaI 
canals,  and  possessing  vesicula  seminalis  in  its  proximal  por- 
tion; vas  deferens  swollen  to  an  elongate  vesicula  seminalis 
near  the  pore-side  testicle.  Female  organs:  Vagina  slig^htly 
longer  than  cirrus  pouch,  swelling:  into  an  enormous  recepta- 
culum  seminis  ventral  of  pore-side  testicle;  ovary  largre,  about 
In  median  line;  vltellopene  gland  distal  of  ovary;  shell  grland 
very  small,  dorso-proximal  of  vitellog-ene  gland;  uterus  trans- 
verFC,  extending  beyond  longitudinal  canals  into  the  lateral 
field.  Ova  very  characteristic;  elongate  125  /4-175  fi  hj  90  fi 
with  3  shells;  external  shell  thin  and  tran.sparent.  Inner  shell 
.slightly -constricted  at  lateral  Ixrdeis  of  the  oncosphere;  on- 
cosphere elongate.  50  fi^-60  fi,  hooks  10  fi-ll  fi  Dorsal  canal 
small,  dorsal  of  ventral  canal;  genital  canals  pass  dorsally 
of  dorsal  and  ventral  canals. 

Larval  sta^e:  Cysticercoid  develops  in  small  mussel  crabs 
(Cypris  Incongmiens  Ramd.;  Cyprls  ovata;  Cyprls  compressa), 
and  consists  of  three  portions:  (1)  Scolex  with  (a)  armed  ros- 
tellum  and  2  rostellum  aaes.  (b)  four  suckers  provMed  with  very 
minute  cuticular  booklets  (Schmidt),  and  (c)  long,  narrow  neck 
provided  with  30-40  calcareous  corpuscles;  (2)  a  hollow  cyst  or 
sac,  composed  of  three  layers:  (3)  a  long,  thin  tail,  in  which  the 
6  hooks  of  the  onco.«?phere  are  visible.  The  excretory  .system 
can  be  traced  from  the  suckers  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  where 
it  ends  in  a  terminal  vesicle.  Extended,  the  entire  body  may 
measure  ca.  2mm,  the  tail  being:  3*4  to  4  times  as  long  as  the 
cyst.  The  scolex  is  contracted  into  the  cyst,  which  then  meas- 
ures 0.19min   to  0.20mjn  by  0.21mm    to  0.23mm,   taH  0.7mm  to  O.gmm. 

Host:  Domesticated  duck  (Anas  boschas  dom.);  mallard  (A. 
boschas);  pintail  (Dafila  acuta). 

(Jeoffraphical  distribution:  Pomeranla,  by  Creplln;  Zealand 
(Denmark),  by  Gad  and  Krabbe;  Schleswigr,  by  Friis;  France, 
by   Moniez;   (^rmany,    by   Schmidt.    No   epidemics   recorded. 

Krabbe  (1869,  pp.  287-288)^  found  some  specimens  in  Creplln's 
collection  under  the  label  Taenia  larvis  Bloch.  collected  from 
tame  ducks.  These  worms  agreed  with  others  of  Creplln's 
collection  labeled  sinuosa,  from  the  same  host,  and  with  a  third 
lot  of  worms  from  Gurlfs  collection  labeled  "Taenia  porposa? 
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Anas  bosehas  fera,'  the  latter  being  In  a  bottle  with  others 
which  appeared  to  be  T.  rhomboidea.  Frils  found  the  same 
worm  in  wild  duclts  in  Sohleswlg,  and  Gad  and  Krabbe  found 
it  in  tame  ducks  in  Zealand.  The  worm  was  found  three 
times  in  100  tame  ducks.  Krabbe  (1882,  p.  353  states  that  Pro- 
feseoir  Reinhart  found  this  same  apecles  in  1874  in  Anas  acuta 
[  —  Daiila  acuta]  taken  in  Zealand. 

Mrazek  (1891,  pp.  110-113)  describes  a  cysticercoid  which  he 
found  In  Bohemia  in  Cypris  incongrruens  and  Cypris  compressa 
Baird  (according  to  Monies,  1891,  Cypria  ophthalmica);  the  larva 
measured  0.40nim  to  0.43nim,  and  bore  10  hooks  65  fi  long;  the 
tall  was  very  long;  embryosnlc  hooks  measured  10  fi.  Moniez 
(1891,  p.  26)  states  that  he  found  the  same  larva  in  Cypris  in- 
congruens  at  LUle,  France,  and  that  the  species  T.  anatina  is 
the  most  common  tapeworm  of  domesticated  ducks  of  that 
country. 

It  is  to  J.  E.  S(dimidt  (1894)  that  we  owe  our  chief 
knowledge  of  this  worm  and  the  experimental  demon- 
stration of  its  life  history.  }S(iiniidt  infected  numer- 
ous small  2.25'"'"  to  2.75"*"*  fresh-water  crustaceans 
(('ypris  ovata)  with  the  eggs  of  adult  animals  taken 
from  ducks,  and  followed  the  development  in  all  its 
stages.  He  found  that  the  ova  are  eaten  by  Cypris; 
the  embryo  escapes  from  its  shells  and  passes  into  the 
body  cavity  of  the  intermediate  host;  here  it  grows  into 
a  roundish  hollow  ball  which  gradually  elongates  and 
develops  the  various  organs  of  the  cy sticercoid ;  when 
the  organs  are  formed,  the  larva  retracts  its  scolex  into 
its  cyst.  In  summer  the  entire  development  of  the 
cysticercoid  lasts  but  two  weeks,  while  in  winter  it 
lasts  over  five  weeks. 

Ducks  naturally  become  infected  by  swallowing  the 
mussel  crabs. 
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14.  DREPANIDOTABNIA  81NU08A  (Z«iler.  1800)  Rallllet.  189S. 
(1782,  Taenia  coilari  nigro  Bloch— vide  K\id.,  1810;  IJbi.  T.  infun- 
dlbuliformla  (Anserum)  Goeze— vide  Dies.,  1850;  1786.  T.  col- 
laria  Batach— vide  Rud.,  1810;  1790,  T.  torquata  Gmelin— vide 
Rud.,  1810;  1800.  Alyaelmlnthus  sinuoaus  Zeder;  1800,  Taenia 
breviarticulata  Qoeze;  1803,  Halysls  simiosa  (Zeder,  1800) 
Zeder;  1803.  H.  torquata  (Gmelin,  1790)  Zeder— vide  Rud.,  1810; 
1868.  Hymenolepis  (Lopidotrlaa  )8inuo8a  (Zeder,  1800)  Wein- 
iand). 

[PI.  X,  figs.  116-124;  PI.  XI.  figs,  125-139;  PI.   XII.  figs.  140-146; 
PI.   XIII.   fig:.   153.1 

Diacrnosis:  50">»n  to  IWjmm  long  by  1mm  to  2inm  broad.  Head 
almost  grlobular.  rostellum  armed  with  a  simple  row  of  10 
hooks  51  /*  to  61  /*  long.  Neck  very  long.  Anterior  segments 
of  variable  breadth  and  length;  the  following  segments  trape- 
zoidal; posterior  segments  rounded.  Genital  unilateral,  sit- 
uate toward  the  anterior  third  of  the  lateral  margin;  in  each 
pore  is  found  a  globular  sac,  armed  with  spines,  and  appear- 
ing as  a  black  point;  this  punctate  line  allows  an  immediate 
determination  of  the  speciec.  E}ggs  with  3  envelopes,  the  ex- 
terior 42  /i  to  44  /i    hooks  of  oncosphere  7/*  to  8  /«. 

Development:  (Jercocystis  Dr.  slnuosae  found  in  Gammarus 
pulex  by  Hamann  and  von  Llnstow;  in  Cyclops  virldls  Fisch. 
C.  agilis  Koch  and  C.  lucidulus  Koch,  by  Mrazek. 

Host:  Tame  ducks  (Anas  boschas  dom.);  mallard  duck  (A. 
boschas);  Brazilian  teal  (A.  brazillensis) ;  tame  goose  (Anser 
anser  dom.);  graylag  goose  (A.  anser);  pintail  (Dafila  acuta); 
tufted  duck  (Aythya  fuligula). 

Geographical  distribution:  France,  Gtermany.  Italy,  Sweden 
and  Bohemia. 

The  species  sinuosa  as  at  present  adopted  by  authors 
standi  on  a  most  peculiar  footing. 

Gooze  left  a  description  and  figures  of  this  worm,  with  the 
MS.  name  Taenia  breviarticulata,  from  Anas  fusca,  which  were 
later  published  by  Zeder  (1800,  pp.  295-298)  under  Alyselmln- 
thus  sinuosus.  According  to  Krabbe  (1869,  p.  298)  Rudolphi  de- 
termined as  sinuosa  forms  which  differ  greatly  from  one 
another.  Dujardin  (1845)  p.  673)  then  gave  a  more  exact  de- 
scription of  a  form  which  he  determined  as  T.  sinuosa  (Zeder) 
Rud..  taken  from  Anas  acuta,  adopting  Rudolphi's  synonymy 
in  all  e.ssentials.     Krabbe  (1869.  pp.  298-299)  adopted  Dujardin's 
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determination  of  Zeder-Ruolphis  species,  but  ignored  syn- 
onymy prior  to  Zeder.  Thus  we  have  no  way  of  knowing 
whether  the  form  now  named  slnuosa  is  identical  with  the 
original  sinuosa  or  not,  and  Dujardin  is  the  earlieet  author  to 
whom  we  can  trace  the  present  elnuosa  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty. Authors  generally  follow  Krabbe  in  accepting  Dujar- 
din's  determination  of  Zeder's  sinuosa  and  it  will  be  well  at 
present  to  adopt  this"  plan. 

The  views  concerning  the  life  history  of  thio  worm  rest  upon 
observations  by  Hamann,  Mrazek,  and  von  Linstow.  Hamann 
(1889,  pp.  1-7,  Taf.  I)  found  some  cysticercoido  in  Gammarus 
pulex  which  von  Linstow  determined  as  the  young  of  T.  sinu- 
osa. They  were  oval  to  spherical;  tail  surrounds  body  as  a 
yellowish  border;  6  oncospheric  hooks,  13  fi  long,  persistent, 
one  pair  at  end,  one  in  middle,  and  one  at  beginning  of  tail; 
tail  0.5mm^  body  with  tail  l.Sram  long;  hookA  of  cystlcercoid  50 
a  long,  10  4n  number;  calcan-eous  bodies  numerous,  6  /*  in  diam- 
eter, oval.  Mrazek  found  a  cystlcercoid  in  Bohemia.  0.23»nn» 
long;  tall  moderately  long,  oncospheric  hooks  11  fi,  50  calcare- 
ous corpuscles  present.  He  Identified  this  organism  with  Ha- 
mann's  larval  form,  and  records  It  from  Cyclops  vlrdls  Flsch, 
C.  agilis  Koch,  and  C.  luciduJ-us  Koch.  So  far  as  I  can  learn 
no  Infections  vi&re  made  with  these  parasites. 

15.  DRBPANIDOTAENIA    SBTIQERA    (FroUcll.    1789)    RalUlet,    1893. 

(1789,  Taenia  setigera  Prollch;  1800,  Alyselminthus  setigerus 
(Frollch,  1789)  Zeder;  1803,  Halysis  setigera  (Frolich,  1789) 
Zeder;  1819,  "Taenia  sinuosa  Rud.,"  1810,  of  Rud.,  pars.— vide 
Krabbe,  18«9;  1848,  "T.  setigera  BYolich,"  1789,  of  Siebold;  1868, 
T.  fasciata  Rud.,"  1810,  of  Peuereisen;  1869,  "T.  setigera  Fro- 
lich" of  Krat)be.) 

[PI.  XII,  flgs.  147-150;  PI.   XIII.  figs.  164-1«4.1 

Diagnosis:  Stroblla  ZOOmm  long  by  imm  to  Smm  broad.  Head 
subglobular,  0.24nim  long  by  0.28mm  to  0.33ram  Droad;  rostellum 
with  simple  crown  of  10  hooks  35  /<  to  43  /«  (40  /<  to  60  /(<  long, 
prong  20  fi  long,  roots  20  fi  apart,  after  Feuerelsen);  ventral 
root  short  and  plump,  dorsal  root  longer.  Suckers  rather  large, 
elliptical.  Neck,  0.59nim  long  by  1.16mm  broad.  (Segments  very 
short,  10  times  as  broad  as  long,  Peuereisen.)  Anterior  seg- 
ments very  short,  the  following  slightly  longer,  tunnel  shaped, 
with  very  prominent  posterior  angles;  chain  traversed  by  a 
dark  median  band.  Pores  unilateral,  small,  situated  tovvanl 
anterior  angle  of  the  segment,  frequently  with  extruding  penis. 
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Genital  organs  begrin  with  eight  hundred  and  thirtieth  seg- 
ments; erabryos  begin  with  one  thousand  Ave  hundredth  seg- 
ntent.  Calcareous  bodies  less  numerous  than  in  Dr.  fasciata. 
Male  O'rgans:  Male  maturity  is  reached  about  the  one  thou- 
sand and  thirtieth  segment  and  is  continued  about  100  seg- 
ments. Testicles  three,  13  /*  in  diameter,  posterior;  an  uncer- 
tain body  (probably  veeicula  seminalis)  lateral  but  near  median 
line;  vas  deferens  parellel  and  near  anterior  margin;  cirrus 
pouch  O.Sonini  long,  more  than  half  as  broad  as  the  younger 
segments,  parallel  to  and  near  anterior  nfiargin,  39  fi  (median 
portion)  19  /i  (lateral  portion)  broad;  broadest  part  is  160  ^  to 
190  fi  long  and  contains  a  vesicula  seminalis  O.lmni  to  O.lSn^ni 
long  by  '30  ft  broad;  penis  covered  with  minute  spines.  Female 
■organs:  Very  imperfectly  understood.  A  bddy  apa>ea<rs  on 
aporose  side  of  median  line,  develops  and  divides  into  two 
pyriform  bodies,  which  remain  connected  ( —  ovary?);  from 
their  point  of  juncture  a  canal  runa  toward  the  genital  pore, 
and  shows  two  swellings,  a  median  (?  receptaculum  seminis) 
and  a  lateral  (  ?  receptaculum  seminis);  an  oval  body  ( — ? 
ovary)  appears,  in  the  extreme  aporose  side  of  the  segment,  and 
froan  this  extends  another  body  (uterus)  toward  the  median 
line,  increasing  in  size  as  the  (?)  ovaries  decrea-se.  Oncospheres 
19 /i,   hooks  7.9  /t. 

Development:  Cercocystis  Dr.  setigerae  in  Cyclops  brevicau- 
datus  Claus,  found  by  Schmeil. 

Hosts:  Tame  goose  (Anser  anser  dom.);  white-fronted  goose 
(A.  albifrone);  bean  goose  (A.  fabalis);  barnacle  goose  (Branta 
leucopsis);  tame  swan  (Olor  cygniis  doi^L)  cited  by  von  Lin- 
stow,  but  Railllet  believes  this  erroneous;  whooping  swan 
(Olor  cygTius). 

Geographical  distribution:  Germany,  France,  Denmark, 
Sweden  and  Iceland.  Lucet  found  it  producing  a  serious  epi- 
demic among  the  young  geese  liolret  (Railllet,  1893,  p.  301). 

The  name  Taenia  setigera  was  proposed  by  Prolich  (1789,  pp. 
106-111)  for  a  worm  3  feet  long  and  3  lines  broad,  with  unilateral 
genital  pores,  which  he  found  in  pastured  geese.  He  states 
that  the  rostellum  is  unarmed;  the  form  is,  like  many  earlier 
species,  not  well  described,  and  the  figures  are  poor,  90  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  tell  with  absolute  certainty  what  species 
Frolich  examined.  Belllngham  (1844,  p.  320)  records  It  for  Ire- 
land. Von  Siebold  (1848,  p.  131)  states  that  in  this  species  he 
found  10  hooks  on  the  rostellum.  There  is  no  way  of  proving 
that  Siebold's  worm  was  Frolloh's  Fetlgera;  at  the  same  time, 
as  there  is  no  way  of  disproving  it,  we  may  as   well  accept 
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von  Siebold's  statement  regardingr  the  hooks;  the  species  seti- 
gera  accordingly  would  rest  upon  this  character.  Feuerelsen 
(1868,  pp.  190-200)  described  the  anatomy  of  a  groose  tapeworm, 
determined  as  T.  fasciata  Rod.,  which  possessed  10  hooks  and 
is  probably  identical  with  von  Siebold's  T.  setigera  Frolich. 
In  1865  and  1868  Krabbe  (1869,  pp.  289-290)  examined  400  geese 
and  fotind  T.  lanceolata  present  in  77  of  them,  and  another 
tapeworm  9  times  which  possessed  40  hooks  on  the  rostellum; 
this  latter  worm  Krabibe  determined  as  T.  setlgera.  Krabbe 
also  examined  specLmens  from  Rudolphi's  collection  (see  Rud., 
1819,  p.  700)  collected  by  Brosche  in  Dresden,  and  determined 
by  Rudolphi  as  T.  sinuosa;  these  worms  were  "undoubtedly 
Identical  with"  T.  setlgera.  Lonnberg  (1889,  p.  8)  records  this 
species  for  Anser  segetum  (new  host)  In  Kristineberg;  he  also 
includes  the  white-fronted  goose  (Anser  albiProns)  among  the 
hosts,  but  does  not  state  his  authority.  Railliet  (1893,  p.  301) 
placed  T.  setlgera  in  his  genus  Drepanldotaenia.  Von  Linstow 
(1892B,  pp.  &03-5O4)  states  that  Dr.  O.  Schmeil  found  in  Cy- 
clops brevicaudatus  a  globular  cysticercoid  0.133mm  in  diameter, 
with  a  thin,  long*  (2.14nim)  tail,  10  hooks  39  fi.  on  the  rostellum. 
which  von  Linstow  identifies  as  the  young  of  T.  setigera.  No 
infections  were  made.  The  life  history  as  given  above  is, 
therefore,   theoretical  though  probable. 

16.  TAENIA  KRABBEI  Kowalewskl.   1895  (nee  Monlez,   1879).    (Sp.   dub.) 

(1894,   Taenia  Krabbei   Kowalewskl   [nomen  nudum].) 

[PI.    XII.    figs.    151-152.1 

Krabbe  (1860,  p.  290)  statee  that  he  once  found  in  the  intes- 
tine of  a  domesticated  goose  a  tapeworm  head  with  10  hooks 
similar  in  form  to  those  of  Drepanldotaenia  setigera  but  much 
smaller,  i.  e.,  24  ft  long.  He  thought  that  perhaps  it  belonged 
to  another  form,  but  figured  the  hooks  as  "T.  setigera?;"  the 
hooks,  as  well  as  the  head,  bore  a  great  resemblance  to  Drep- 
anldotaenia tenuirostris.  He  also  found  a  few  heads  with  10 
similar  hooks  in  the  domesticated  duck;  the  hooks  were  28  fi 
long.  Kowalewskl  (1894,  p.  5).  in  a  paper  which  I  am  unable 
to  read  becauFe  of  the  language,  mentioned  this  worm  as  a 
new  species  under  the  name  Taenia  Krabbei.  In  a  second 
paper  (1895,  p.  359,  Taf.  VIII,  fig.  27),  he  gives  a  short  discus- 
sion of  the  worm,  and  figures  2i  hooks.  In  the  Oerman  resume 
(1894,  p.  279)  of  thisi  paper  he  simply  states:  "A  species  from  the 
i?oose  which  was  already  found  by  Krabbe,  but  not  described. 
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Is  proposed  as  a  new  species  (Taenia  Krabbei)  and  its  external 
characters  are  discussed." 

The  status  of  this  species  can  not  be  judgred  at  present,  but 
the  slight  variation  in  the  form  of.  the  hooks  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  sufficient  to  establish  the  form.  As  Kqwalewski  has 
unfortunately  written  in  a  langruage  which  is  not  understood 
by  many  authors,  it  is  difficult  to  Judge  hio  work,  and  as  it 
is  now  necessary  for  an  investigating  helminthologlst  to  learn 
no  less  than  ten  languages  In  order  to  kee*p  up  with  his  branch, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Kowalewskl  will  in  the  future  give  full 
translations  of  his  scientific  articles  in  German,  French,  Eng- 
lish, Italian,  or  some  other  language  better  known  than  his 
own. 

Whatever  may  prove  to  be  the  status  of  this  species,  the 
name  T.  Krabbei  can  not  be  retained  for  it,  as  this  name  has 
always  been  used  by  Moniez  for  another  form. 

17.  DREl'ANIDOTABNIA    TKNUIR08TRI8    (Rudolphl.    Itl9)    RalUlet,    ll»3 

(ISld,   Taenia  tenuirostrla  Rudolphi.) 
[PI.   XIV,   flgs.   165-172.1 

Diagnosis:  100mm  to  126mm  long,  Imfin  to  3mm  broad.  Head 
subglobular;  rostellum  delicate,  subclavlform,  armed  with  a 
single  crown  of  10  hooks  20  fi  to  23  /ilong;  suckers  round.  Neck 
rather  long.  Anterior  segments  straight  and  short,  the  follow- 
ing longer,  with  sharp  prominent  posterior  angles,  like  the 
teeth  of  a  saw.  Genital  pores  unilateral.  E)gg  cylindrical.  85 
M  long.    Ho(H(8  of  oncosphere  7  /*. 

Development:  Cercocystls  Dr.  tertulrostrls  in  Gamniiarus 
pulex,  found  by  Hamann  cuid  von  Llnstow;  In  CJyclops  agllls 
and  O.  pulchellus  found  by  Mrazek. 

Hosts:  Tame  goose  (Anser  anser  dom.);  European  scaup 
duck  (Aythya  marlla);  tufted  duck  (Aythya  crlstata): 
goosander  (Merganser  merganser);  red-breasted  merganser  (M. 
serrator);  smew  or  nun  (Mergus  albellus);  Greenland  elder 
(Somaterla  molllsslma) ;  velvet  scoter  (Oldemla  fuaca);  kit- 
tiwake  (Rlsea  trldactyJa). 

Geographical  distribution:  Denmark,  France,  Germany,  and 
Bohemia.    No  epidemics  recorded. 

Krabbe  (1869,  pp.  291-292)  examined  Rudolphl's  types  and 
found  hooks  upon  the  rotellum,  although  they  had  escaped 
Rudolphl's  attention.  The  original  specimens  were  collected  by 
Bremser  from  Merganser  merganser:  von  Sle-bnld  also  found 
this  ^)ecje6  in  the  same  ho.st  in  Bavaria  and  Krabbe  found  the 
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same  worm  In  Aythya  marila.  It  is  also  reported  from  other 
wild  birds.  Bellingham  (1844.  p.  320)  gives  Aythya  cristata  as 
a  host,  but  does  not  state  his  authority. 

Hamann  (1889,  pp.  7-9.  figs,  a-c)  found  a  cyaticercoid  in  Gam- 
marue  pulex  which  he  looks  upon  as  the  larvel  stage  of  this 
worm,  and  he  assumes  that  as  the  domestic  duck  is  the  only 
bird  (1.  e..  so  far  as  Hamann  knows)  which  visits  the  water 
in  which  this  larval  stage  was  found,  this  tapeworm  is  also 
found  in  domesticated  ducks.  An  argument  like  this  has 
value  in  science  only  in  order  to  place  us  on  our  guard  for  the 
parasite,  but  it  would  be  going  altogether  too  far  to  accept 
this  worm  as  a  parasite  of  domesticated  ducks  until  it  is 
found  in  that  host.  Hamann  made  no  infections  with  his  lar* 
val  form,  and  accordingly  the  demonstration  that  this  cysti- 
cercoid  represents  the  larval  stage  of  Dr.  tenuirostris  is  still 
lacking.  Hamann  describes  the  larva  as  lying  in  a  cyst 
fastened  to  the  intestine  of  the  crustacean,  and  possessing  a 
yellowish  tail  and  grayish- white  body;  diameter  0.2mm,  hooks 
10  in  number,  23  fi  long;  calcareous  bodies  oval  6  fi,  oncospheric 
hooks  9  fi.  Von  Linstow  (1892A,  pp.  338-339)  observed  the  same 
larva  in  the  same  host,  and  Mrazek  (1891,  pp.  101-103.  126-129) 
describes  it  from  Cyclops  agilis  and  Cycl.  pulchellus  in  Bohe- 
mia. His  si>ecimens  were  very  small  O.lOnwn  to  O.llmm;  lo  hooks 
21  II  to  23   ft,  tail  long;  oncospheric  hooks  8  /x 

li   Genital  pores  Irrecul&rly  alternat*. 

18.  DRBPANIDOTAENIA   INFUNDIBITLIFORMIS   (OoeM.     17tt)     RailUet. 

U77:i.  Globus  stercoreus  ScopoU — vide  Parona,  1894;  1779,  Taenia 
infundibulum  Bloch— vide  Goeze,  1782;  1781,  T.  avium  Pallas 
—vide  Goeze,  1782;  1782,  T.  articulis  convideis  Bloch— vide 
Rud.,  1810;  1782,  T.  Infundibuliformis  Goeze;  1786,  T.  cuneata 
Batsch  [nee  Linstow.  1872]— vide  Rud.,  1810;  1788,  T.  conoidea 
Schrank— vide  Rud.,  1810;  1794,  T.  serrata  Rosa  [nee  Goeze, 
17821- vide  Parona,  1894;  1800,  Alyselminthus  infundibuliformis 
(Goeze)  Zeder;  1803,  Halysis  Infundibuliformis  (Goeze)  Zeder. 

[PI.  XIV,   figs.  173-186;  PI.  XV,  figs.   187-193.1 

Diagnosis:  20«nra  to  130«nni,  rarely  230nim  long.  Heaxl  globular, 
rather  depressed;  rostellum  elongate,  cylindrical,  or  hemis- 
pherical, swollen  at  sununit,  armed  with  a  single  row  of  16- 
20  hooks  20  fi  to  27  ^  long,  with  long  dorsal  and  short  ventral 
root;  suckers  rather  small.  Neck  very  short.  Anterior  seg- 
ments  very  short,   the   following   fOnnel   shaped,    the   anterior 
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border  being  much  narrower  than  the  posterior  border;  pos- 
terior segments  almost  as  long  as  broad.  Genital  pores  ir- 
regularly alternate.  Penis  thick,  covered  with  few  spines. 
Hooks  of  embryo  12  /*  to  17  /*.  (See  also  diagnosis  given  below, 
p.  611.) 

Development:  Acording  to  Grassi  &  Rovelll  the  cysticercold 
develops  In  the  ordin^^ry  houee  fly. 

Host:  Chickens  (Gallus  dotnesticus) ;  migratory  quail  (Cotur- 
nix  coturnix);  ?  pheasants  (Phafllsmus  colchicus);  mallard 
(Anas  boschas);  tame  duck  (Anas  boschas  dom.);  ?  crowned 
pigeon  (GouTa  ap.);  ?  domesticated  pigeon  (Columba  llvla  dom.); 
sparrow  (Pringllla  domestlca). 

Geographical  dlstrftmtlon :  Prance,  Italy,  Ireland,  Zealand 
(Denmark)  (Krabbe),  Pomerania  (Creplin).  and  Saxony  (Kuch- 
enmelster).    No  epidemics. 

The  earlier  decriptions  of  Dr.  infandibulifoinnis  are 
exceedingly  nnsatisfaetorj,  and  in  many  cases  it  is 
impassible  to  recognize  what  species  an  author  had 
before  him  when  he  determined  it  as  inf undibuliformis. 

Krabbe  (1869,  pp.  339-341)  examined  Rudolphl's  (1810)  afpeci- 
mens  and  determined  the  forms  from  chickens  as  "undoubtedly 
identical"  with  specimen©  which  he  collected  in  Zealand,  and 
with  specimens  from  Creplin's  and  Kuchenmelster's  collections. 
Rudolphi's  (1810,  p.  124)  arpecimens  from  Otis  tarda,  however, 
Krabbe  determined  as  different  from  the  specimens  from  chick- 
ens. 

This  seems  to  be  the  earliest  exact  reference  to  this  species, 
which,  therefore,  rests  upon  Krabbe's  (1869)  study  of  the  mater- 
ial which  Rudolphi  (1810,  pp.  123-126)  determined  as  Goeze  (1782, 
pp.  386-390)  Taenia  infundibullformis.  Unless  orig-inal  speci- 
mens of  authors  before  Rudolphi  can  be  studied  again,  and  un- 
less it  can  be  shown  by  thia  means  that  Rudolphi's  (1810)  speci- 
mens were  not  really  iden-tical  with  Goeze's  infundibullformis, 
this  specific  name  may  at  present  be  applied  to  the  parasites 
as  determined  by  Krabbe.  It  is  useless  to  revert  to  the  names 
prior  to  Infundibullformis,  1782,  unless  the  originals  upon  which 
those  names  were  bajsed  can  be  'restudled.  Belllngham  (1844, 
p.  319)  records  this  species  for  Anas  boschas,  A.  boschas  dom., 
and  Fringilla  domestlca.  The  form  which  Dujardin  (1845,  p. 
586)  determined  as  Infundibullformis  is  referred  to  Davainea 
castlclllua.  Krabbe  found  this  worm  (Dr.  Inf.)  in  26  out  of  200 
chickens  in  the  region  of  Copenhagen.    Magnin  (1881  A,  pp.  33- 
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35)  states  that  he  found  T.  infundibuliformis  in  large  numbers 
In  the  epidemics  of  syngamosis  among  pheasants,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  form  he  referred  to  was  his  T.  agama.  Bremsei 
also  records  it  from  pheasants,  but  his  observation  should  be 
confined.  Megnin  records  it  for  pigeons  and  in  Goura,  but 
those  observations  also  need  confirmation,  for  Megnin  remarks 
that  the  specimen  from  Goura  had  three  rows  of  hooks  ujpon 
the  suckers.  (  ?  Davainea  cesticillus,  q.  v.  p.  48).  Plana  (1882, 
p.  392)  found  this  parasite  the  most  common  tapeworm  of 
chickens.  Grassl&  Ro\-elli  (1889,  p.  404;  1892,  pp.  33-34,  89)  state 
that  they  found  the  larval  stage  In  the  house  fly  (Musca  domes- 
tlca),  but  they  did  not  prove  their  point  experimentally.  Crety 
(1890,  -pp.  6-8)  records  Cotumlx  communis  as  a  new  host,  and 
•remarks  upon  the  anatomy  of  the  parasite.  Unfortunately  the 
figures  are  unsatisfactory,  and  the  description  Is,  therefore, 
not  of  such  value  as  it  otherwise  would  be;  from  his  descrip- 
tion the  following  characters  are  taken: 

Diagnosis:  (T.  Infundlbullformls)  Strobila  to  lOOmm.  Head 
very  small,  spheroidal,  0.387nim  broad;  rostellum  armW  with 
20  hooks  upon  its  cupola-like  extremity;  length  of  rostellum 
0.137mm,  breath  62  /<  to  75  /<;  hooks  23  fi  long;  suckers  0.215mm 
by  0.156mm.  Neck  very  short,  0.313mm  in  length;  middle  seg- 
ments 0.48mm   long,   posterior  segments   0.901mm   long.    Genital 

J, ores  .    Male  gerkitalia:  Testicles  16  to  20  In  number,  29 

H  to  44  /i  in  diameter,  situated  in  median  field;  vas  deferens 
begins  about  the  middle  of  the  segment,  first  portion  slightly 
sinuous,  lateral  portion  very  tortuous;  cirrus  pouch  globose,  71 
fi  in  diameter;  cirrus  armed  with  numerous  small  spines.  Fe- 
male genitalia:  Receptaculum  semJnis  106  /*  by  39  /*,  situated 
near  the  ovary;  ovary  globose,  near  anterior  margin,  occa- 
sionally irregularly  divided  into  two  halves;  oviduct  rune  from 
ovary,  in  median  line,  distally;  vitellogene  gland  In  about  the 
proglottid  is  globose,  occasionally  irregularly  divided  Into  two 
portions,  vltello-duct  runs  cephalad  from  Its  median  portion; 
shell  gland  very  small,  between  ovary  and  vitellogene  gland; 
uterus  forms  very  quickly.  In  the  mature  proglottid  It  oc- 
cupies the  entire  median  field  and  Is  composed  of  a  large  cav- 
i'ty  imperfectly  dl\ided  into  numerous  small  cells  ( — eg^  cap- 
sules?). Ova  55  /*  by  46  ft,  with  3  shells;  oncosphere  33  /«» 
hooks  17  II     Krabbe:  hooks  12  fi  to  17  /«.) 

Pnsqunlo  (18f>0,  p.  909)  records  the  worm  for  chiek- 
eus  in  Massowah.     Ralliet  (1893,  p.  302)  well  remarks 
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that  the  generic  position  of  this  species  is  doubtful. 
(St»e  addendum,  p,  637.) 

I  refrain  tvom  diseuAslng  this  form  further^  except 
to  remark  that  practically  nothing  is  definitely  known 
aboit  the  species.  Orety's  description  is  the  only  one 
which  can  be  given  the  dignity  of  a  diagnosis,  and  yet 
that  was  not  based  upon  originals.    The  earlier  de- 
scriptions, which  take  no  account  of  the  internal  ana- 
tomy of  the  segments,  are  almost  useless  so  far  as 
zoological  descriptions  are  concerned.    Were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  the  original  host  (chickens)  is  known,  I 
have  the  most  serious  doubt  whether  it  would  ever  be 
possible  to  recognize  this  form ;  and  whether  even  the 
numerous  specimens  recorded  from  chickens  as  T.  in- 
f undibuliformis  are  to  be  considered  as  such  is,  in  my 
opinion,  an  open  question.    I  have  specimens  of  worms 
from  pigeons  (Oolumba  domestica)  and  from  turkeys 
(Meleagris  gallopavo  mexicana),  which  I  should  like 
to  determine  as  Dr.  infundibuliformis,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  specific  name,  like  Taenia  expansa  of 
older  authors,  is  only  a  Latinized  form  of  expreseing 
one's  doubts  or  ignorance  as  to  what  species  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  given  worker,  while  as  for  the  supposed 
life  history,  with  the  fly  as  intermediate  host,  although 
I  am  not  willing  to  deny  the  correctness  of  the  hypo- 
thesis, I  do  insist  that  it  is  only  an  hypothesis,  with 
little  back  of  it,  and  that  it  is  now  time  to  call  a  halt 
on  such  speculative  work  and  to  distinguish  between 
what  is  shown  experimentally  to  be  fact,  and  what 
might  possibly  be  shown  to  be  fact.  (See  also  Taenia 
nigropunrtata.) 
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B.  Suckers  airmed:  genera  Davalnea.  Echinocotyle,  and 
Ophryocoytle. 

0«nua  DAVAINEA  R.  BUnchard  A  RalUiet.   1S91. 
(    ?    1893.    Cha.pmania   Monticeili.) 

Diagnosis:  Worms  of  email  or  medlxim  8i«e.  Head  rounded, 
surmounted  by  a  rostelluon  or  liollowed  by  a  depression,  but 
armed  In  either  case  with  a  double  row  of  numerous  small 
hooks  possessing  a  special  form  (prong  and  dorsal  root  short, 
ventral  root  very  long,  giving  them  the  form  of  a  hammer). 
Suckers  rounded,  bordered  with  several  rows  of  small  hooks 
which  are  instable  or  persistent.  Genital  pores  generally  un- 
ilateral but  occasionally  irregularly  alternate;  in  the  former 
case  (unilateral  pores),  the  ova  are  generally  arranged  in 
groups,  in  egg  capsules;  ovary  in  some  speciee  develops  into 
the  uterus;  eggs  also  Isolated,  scattered  through  the  paren- 
chyma; eml)ryos  without  pyriform  body. 

Type  species:  As  the  type  species  has  evidently  never  been 
proposed,  I  propose  D.  proglottina  (Davaine,  1860)  R.  Blanchard, 
1891,  as  type. 

Development:  As  yet  little  known;  the  larvae  of  some  species, 
however,  have  been  found  in  certain  arthropods  and  mollusks. 

Habitat:  Intestine  of  bird©  and  mammals. 

Blanchard  (1891B,  pp.  428-440)  recognizes  fourteen 
species  as  belonging  to  this  genus,  and  thinks  that  T. 
cantaniana  and  T.  clavulus  may  also  be  placed  here. 
Some  of  the  forms  Blanchard  includes  here  are  well 
established,  others  rest  upon  weak  characters. 

Monticeili  (1893,  pp.  16-17)  has  recently  proposed  a 
new  genus  Chapmania  which  seems  to  be  very  closely 
related  to,  if  not  identical  with  Davainea.  His  diag- 
nosis reads  as  follows 

Head  rounded,  small,  with  a  protractile  anterior  sucker 
armed  on  Its  anterior  margin  with  a  crown  of  very  minute 
hookJets.  Suckers  Tatheo*  large,  unarmed.  Proglottid^  cam- 
panulate^  Genital  pores  unilateral.  Testicle  single.  Ovary 
bilobed,  dendritic. 

Monticeili  took  Zaehokke's  (1888,  pp.  2-G,  41-46) 
Taenia  argentina  as  basis  for  his  genus,  and  considered 
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this  species  identical  with  Ohapman^s  Taenia  taaricol- 
lis.  In  this  latter  point  Monticelli  is  probably  in 
error,  while  as  for  the  genus,  it  certainly  rests  upon 
too  weak  characters  to  be  recognized  at  present.  The 
'^anterior  sucker''  is,  of  course,  the  invaginated  ro«tel- 
lum  and  sac;  the  only  valuable  character  remaining 
is  the  single  testicle.  The  bilobed  dendritic  ovary, 
the  form  of  the  segments,  etc.,  must  all  be  rejected  as 
j?eneric  characters. 

The  exact  status  of  the  genus  and  the  ?  one  or  ? 
two  species,  (tauricollis  and  argentina)  must  be  left 
undecided  for  the  present. 

'Genital  pores  aUemate   2 

iltal    pores    g-enerally     unilateral, 
occasionally     alternate;     rostellum 

with  about  200  hooks  6  fi  long  D.  tetragona,  p.6l9 

I  G-='nital  pores  unilateral    4 

r  Sejfments   not   over      5    in     number; 

I       Htrobila  l.Sram  long-  or  less;  rostel- 

2  J       lum  with  about  80  hooks  7  fi  longr; 

*j       found  in  chickens  D.  profflottina.  p.614 

I   SegTnents     niimerous,     and     stroblla 

[       much  longer  than  LS^nm   2 

(  Rostellum  with  about  100  hooks  8  fi 

(long;   found   In    chickens    and     (?) 
pigeons    D.  echinobothrlda,  p.  618 

3.  ^    Rostellum  with  208  hooks  7  /i  to  8  /* 

I       lonpr:    found   In   chickens    D.  cestlcillus,  p.  617 

I    Rostellum  with  about  800  hooks  11  fi 

I      long;  found  in  quails   D.  circumvallata,  p.  615 

!  Rostellum  with  150  hooks  12.8  fi  long; 
found  in   pheasants   D.  Friedbergeri.  p.  624 
Rostellum   with   ca,    60  hooks    11     fi 
long;    iound    in    pjigeons    and    (?) 
ducks    D.  crassula,  p.  623 

a.  Genital  pores  Irresularly  alternate 

1>.  DAVAINEA  PROGLOTTINA  (DaValne.    IWO)  R.   Blanchard.    189T. 

(1860,  Taenia  proglottina  Davaine;  1881.  *'T.  proglottidlna  Dav." 
of  Plana.) 

[PI.    XV,   flgs.    lW-198;    PI.    XVI,    figs.    199-202.1 
Diagnosi.*^:   0.5mm   to  IMmm   long   by   0.18nun   to  O.r>0mm   broad. 
Head  club  shape  to  quadrangular.  140  fi  to  2r)0  fi  long  by  135    /i  to 
200  ft  broad,  rather  rounded  in  front  and  slightly  consticted  in 
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back  to  form  neck  (108  //  broad);  apex  armed  with  retractile 
hemispherical  rostellum  55  /^  In  its  antero-posterior  diameter  and 
60 /i  to  85  u  in  its  lateral  diameter;  base  of  rostellum  armed  with 
about  80-95  booklets  measuring  6.5  fi  to  7.5  /x.  Suckers  circu- 
lar, small  (25  fi  to  35  fi),  armed  with  a  slngrle  row  of  booklets 
(«  /*),  with  rather  large,  bilobed  base.  Strobila  composed  of 
2-5  segments,  first  segment  only  about  56  /^  long,  the  following: 
segments  increasing  in  length  and  width.  Genital  pores  irre- 
gularly alternate,  situated  at  the  anterior  angle.  The  second 
segment  possesses  well-developed  male  organs  and  the  anlagen 
of  the  female  organs.  In  the  third  segment  the  testicles  are 
atrophied,  the  female  organs  (median  posterior  vitellarlum,  two 
ovaries,  rece-pt.  sem.,  vagina)  well  develored,  but  no  uterus 
present.  Jn  the  fourth  segin^nt  all  the  genital  glands  are 
atrophied,  and  the  segment  is  filled  with  numerous  isolated 
eggs  (not  in  eg^  capsule®);  ova  35  /<  to  40  ^;  hooks  of  oncosphere 
10  fi  to  11  fi.  The  segments  have  a  great  tendency  to  separate 
more  or  less  completely;  the  last  segment,  after  separating, 
remains  in  the  intestine  and  grows  to  2mni  long  by  1.2&nmi 
broad   (larger   than   the   entire   worm). 

Development:  Larval  stage  is  found  in  slugs  (Lrlmax  cinereus, 
L#.  agrestls,  and  L.  variegatus,  and  develops  from  the  oncos- 
phere In  less  than  twenty  days;  fed  to  chickens,  the  cysticer- 
coid  becomes  adult  with  4  segments  at  the  end  of  eight  days. 

Host:  Chickens  (Gallus  domesticus). 

Geographical  distribution:  France  (Rennes  by  r>ujardln).  in 
le  Nord  by  I>avaine,  in  Ijoiret  by  Laicel,  In  Indre-et-LoIre  by 
R.  Blanchard,  and  Italy  by  Grass!  &  Rovelll. 

Epidemics:  Lucet  observed  a  serious  epizootic  enteritis  In 
fowls  produced  by  this  parasite  in  Loiret  (Railliet,  1893,  p.  305). 

The  life  history  of  this  wonn  has  been  experimentally 
demonstrated  and  this  is  one  of  the  few  tapeworms  of 
fowls  which  can  be  said  to  be  eompvaratively  well 
known  from  a  scientific  standpoint. 

20.  DAVAINBA  CIRCUUVALU^TA   (Krabbe.   1S69)   R.    Blanchard.    1891. 

(1819,  Taenia  llnae  Rud.,  pars;     1869,  T.  circumvallata  Krabbo; 
1890,   T.  pluriuncinata  Oety.) 

[PI.  XVI,  flgs,  208-211.1 

Diagnosi.*?:  Strobila  40mm  to  150mm  long.  Head  pyriform 
0.627mm  to  0.8mm  long  by   0.598mm   to  0.66mm  broad.     Rostellum 
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armed  with  a  double  row  of  about  800  minute  hooklets,  of  two 
dlfft^rent  slaes,  the  larger  and  smaller  alternating,  the  larger 
hooks  11  fi  (Krabbe),  16  fi  (Crety);  smaller  hooks  8  f^  (Krabbe), 
IS  fi  (Crety).  In  the  earlier  stages  (see  below  T.  pluriunclnala) 
the  suckers  are  armed  with  6-8  concentric  rows  of  Instable 
hooks  which  vary  in  size,  but  of  similar  form.  Suckers  small, 
0.186rom  to  0.196n»»n  in  diameter.  Neck  present,  thin.  Anterior 
segments  O.lSSmm  broad  by  0.40TOn»  long  (after  Crety,  1890,  p.  2. 
the  figures  should  undoubtedly  be  reversed);  middle  segments 
2mni  to  3mm  broad  by  lr»m  long;  posterior  segments  1.5mm  long 
by  2.5mm  broad.  Genital  pores  irregularly  alternate  in  about 
the  middle  of  the  lateral  margin.  Male  genitalia:  In  posterior 
portion  of  segment;  testicles  15-20  In  number,  45  ^  in  diameter, 
distributed  regrularly  In  median  field;  the  common  vas  deferens 
takes  origin  In  about  the  middle  of  the  segment,  medium  por- 
tion more  or  less  simple,  lateral  portion  convoluted;  upon  enter- 
ing the  cirrus  pouch  It  swells  Into  a  veslcula  semlnalis,  53  ^ 
long  by  39  a  broad,  distinct  only  In  the  younger  segments;  cir- 
rus covered  with  extremely  minute  spines,  visible  only  with  an 
Immersion  lense.  Fe«male  genitalia:  In  anterior  portion  of  seg- 
ment. Ovary  median  near  anterior  margin,  at  fl-rst  transverse. 
In  the  older  segments  it  becomes  globose  and  occasionally  ir- 
regularly divided  Into  two  lateral  halves,  connected  by  a  me- 
dian portion  which  leads  Into  the  oviduct;  In  middle  proglottlds 
transverse  diameter  of  ovary  0.186mm;  oviduct  short,  runs  dis- 
tally;  vitellogene  gland  distal  of  ovary,  In  youngest  segrments 
ap.pears  as  a  globular  sac  next  to  ovary.  In  older  segments 
further  removed  from  It  and  much  smaller  than  It,  occasionally 
divided;  vltelloduct  runs  from  middle  of  vitellogene  gland  prox- 
Imally;  shell  gland  very  small,  situated  between  ovary  and 
vitellogene  gland;  vagina  swells  Into  a  receptaculm  semlnls  58 
;«  by  39  /«  near  the  ovary;  uterus  f ottos  rapidly,  suppresses 
genital  glands,  eggs  arranged  4-6  or  more  In  egg  capsules.  Ova 
28  f*  by  ^  ;<;  hooks  of  oncosphere  11  fi  to  17  ^  (Krabbe),  3  fi> 
to  4  /«  (CJrety),  oncosphere  11  ft. 

Type  specimen:  Berlin  museum. 

Life  history:  Unknown. 

Host:  Migratory  quail  (Cotumlx  coturnlx)  by  Rudolphl  and 
Oety;  (C.  daotyllsonans)  by  Nlnnl   [Stosslch"!. 

Geographical  distribution:  Italy,  by  Rudolphl.  Crety,  and 
Ninnl. 

Blanchard  (1891B,  p.  434)  looks  upon  Cretys  Taenia  pluriun- 
cinata  as  synonymous  with  D.  clrcumvallata.  Crety's  descrip- 
tion of  T.  plurluncinata  Is  as  follows: 
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Diagnosis:  Strobila  up  to  106nim  long.  Head  very  small 
0.319nim  broad.  Rostellum  armed  with  a  double  row  of  aHer- 
nately  larger  and  smaller  hooks,  the  larger  8  /».  the  smaller 
5  ^  long,  in  form  very  similar  to  those  of  T.  circumvallata : 
suckers  very  amall,  98  ^  in  diameter,  armed  with  $-8  concen- 
tric rows  of  hooks,  the  latter  varying  In  sl»e,  but  of  similar 
form.  Neck  2.5ram  long,  thin.  Young  segments  0.323n»«»  broaif 
by  0.2»nn»  long;  middle  segtments  trapezoid,  Z^nm  broad;  poster- 
ior segrments  2mm  long;  middle  segments  trapezoid,  Zmm  broad, 
posterior  segments  2mm  broad  by  imm  long.  Genital  pores  ir- 
regularly alternate;  genital  apparatus  (very  sufficiently  de- 
scribed); cirrus  pouch  pyrifooTn,  127  /*  by  20  /*:  ova  In  egg  cap- 
sules same  as  in  T.  circuimvallata;  diameter  of  ova  22  /»  by 
10  fi;  oncosphere  9  fi. 

Host:  Migratory  quail  (Cotumlx  coturnlx.) 

Whether  Blanchard  is  correct  In  hie  opinion  can  be  deter- 
mined only  by  a  comparison  of  Bpeclmens,  but  in  the  mean- 
time one  Is  bound  to  admit  that  T.  phiripunctata  can  hanidly 
be  admitted  as  a  ppecles  upon  Its  present  diagnosis. 

SL  DAVAINBA  CSSTIGILLnS   (MMla.    1168)  R.    BUuiolutra,    IIIL 

(1846.  "Taenia  infundlbullformls  Goeze,"  1782,  of  DuJ&rdln;  1868, 
T.  ceeticllhis  Molln;  1881,  T.  Infundlbullformls  pars  of  Meg- 
nlnj 

[PI.  XVII,  figs.  212-216.1 

Diagnosis:  Length.  9nim  to  46mni  (according  to  Molin),  lOOmin 
lo  ISOmm  (according  to  others).  Head  globulai,  0.5mm  to  0.5&mm 
broad;  rostellum  convex  or  hemispherical,  not  prominent, 
0.28mm  to  0.32mm  broad,  armed  with  about  208  hooks  7  ^  to  8.8 
^  long,  arranged  in  two  rows;  these  hooks  have  a  very  short 
dorsal  and  a  long  ventral  root;  suckers  10^  to  11  ft  not  prom- 
inent. Neck  very  short  (DuJ.)  neck  absent  (Railllet).  Anter- 
ior segments  3-5  times  as  broad  as  long,  being  broader  than  the 
head,  but  very  short;  the  following  segments  increasing  grad- 
ually In  size  and  becomings  nearly  as  long  as  broad,  borders 
tn-erlapping.  Genital  pores  Irregularly  alternate.  Eggs  ellip- 
tical 78  ;«  to  86  /«;  hooks  or  oncosphere  16  A*  to  17  ^  (Rallliet)  18 
u   io  2Z   fi     (Dujardln).    Development  unknown. 

Hosts:   Chickens. 

Geographical  distribution:  France  (by  Dujardln);  Italy  (by 
Molin,  Grassl,  Rovelll);  Denmark  (by  Krabbe);  Turkestan  (by 
Fedtschenko);  Abyssinia  (by  Pasquale).  Epidemics:  None  re- 
corded. 

39»--n 
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Dujardin  (1845,  pp.  586,  609,  PI.  IX,  tig.  H,  1-2)  erroneously  de- 
termined this  worm  as  T.  infundibuliformls;  Molin  (1858,  p.  139) 
described  it  as  T.  ce^ticUlus.  Krabbe  (1869.  pp.  342-343)  found 
it  in  16  out  of  200  chickens  in  Denmark,  and  anentions  a  some- 
what similar  worm  from  Slebold's  collection,  taken  in  Egrypt 
by  Bilharz.  Plana  (1882)  record©  T.  cestlcillus  in  Italy  and  Pas- 
quale  (1890)  says  it  is  the  moet  common  form  at  Massowah 
(Abyssinia),  where  he  in  one  instance  took  about  300  frcwn  one 
chicken.  Grassi  &  Rovelli  (1892.  p.  88)  suspect  tha^t  the  inter- 
mediate host  Is  a  lepldopteron  (butterfly)  or  a  coleopteron 
(beetle),  but  this  is  wild  speculation.  Stosslch  (1890A,  p.  39; 
1890B,  p.  53)  records  the  same  species  in  two  different  publica- 
tions, once  as  being  collected  In  Venice  by  Nlnnl,  and  a  second 
time  as  being  rather  rare  in  chickens  in  Trieste.  Blanchard 
(1891B.  p.  434)  looks  upon  part  of  Megnln's  T.  Infundibuliformls 
as  belonging  here;  the  worm  In  question  has,  according  to 
Megnin  (1881A,  pp.  27-44)  3  rows  of  hooks  on  the  suckers. 

For  NeuDiami's  (1888  and  1892)  combination  T.  cestlcillus  var. 
phaslanorum  which  he  attributes  to  Megnin  (1887,  p.  828),  vide 
p.  53  (Taenia  Infundlbuliformls  var.  phaslanorum  Megnin,  1887. 
p.  825  ff.,  under  T.  Frledbergerl). 

22.  DAVAINEA  ECHINOBOTHRIDA  (Megnin.  1881)  R.  Blanchard,  1891. 

(1880,  Taenia  Infundlbuliformls  of  Megnin  (pars);  1880,  T. 
echinobothrlda  Megnin,  no»men  nudum;  1881,  T.  echlnoboth- 
rlda  Megnin.) 

[PI.  XVII,  flgs.  217-218.] 

Diagnosis:  50min  to  100mm  long,  Imm  to  4n»ni  broad.  Head 
small,  cuboid,  its  summit  presenting  an  Infundibulum  armed 
with  about  100  hooks.  8  /*  long,  arranged  in  a  doulble  row. 
Suckers  large,  armed  with  7  circular  rows  of  hooks,  the  hooks 
of  the  middle  row  being  the  largest;  with  age  these  hooks  fall 
and  the  suckers  gradually  become  Indistinct.  Neck  nil.  An- 
terior segments  very  thin,  50  times  broader  than  thick;  fol- 
lowing segments  increasing  gradually  in  size,  the  posterior 
border  overlapping,  so  that  the  margin  of  the  strobila  appears 
serrate.  Eggs  spherical,  90  ^  in  diameter,  arranged  in  groups 
of  6-7     In  roundish  egg  capsules.    Development  unknown. 

Hosts:  Chickens  (Megnin),  ?  pigeons  (Megnin— possible 
another  species  of  worm  according  to  Rallliet),  and  ?  pheas- 
ants (see  Blanchard). 

Geographical  distribution:  France  by  Megnin.  Epidemics: 
Megnin  states  that  this  did  not  produce  any  serious  effect  In  its 
hosts. 
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The  types  of  this  species  should  be  compared  with  D.  tetra- 
grona  and  T.  bothrloplitis,  as  the  worms  are  very  similar,  if 
not  identical.  The  character  of  the  grenital  as  a  specific 
difference  I  can  hardly  admit  for  this  form.  (See  the  discus- 
sion under  D.  tetragrona.)  Me^nin  states  that  the  hooks  of 
the  middle  rows  of  the  suckers  are  the  largest  and.  this;  if  the 
observation  is  confirmed,  would  separate  thb  species  from  T. 
bothrloplitis. 

b.  Genital   pores  unilateral,    occasionally  alternate. 

23.DAVAINEA   TETRAGONA    (Molln,    1858)    R.    Blanchard,    1891. 

(1858,     Taenia     tetragona     Molin;     1881,   T.   bothrloplltes  Plana 
(nomen  nudum);  1882,  T.  bothrloplitis  Plana.) 

[PI.  XVII,   figs.   219-227;     Pi.  XVIII,  figs.   228-235.1 

Diagnosis:  12nim  to  90nmi  long  (Molln)  or  to  200nun  (Plana)  or 
to  280rara  (Krabbe),  by  1.6mna  to  3*nm  broad.  Head  small,  tetra- 
gonal; retractile  rotellum  armed  with  a  double  row  of  about 
200  hooks,  6  fi  long.  Suckers  circular,  armed  with  seven  or 
eight  concentric  rows  of  hooks  of  varying  size.  Neck  very 
long.  Anterior  segrnents  very  short;  the  following  subquad- 
rangular,  the  posterior  edges  overlapping.  Oenltal  pores  uni- 
lateral or  Irregrularly  alternate,  situated  In  or  about  the  middle 
of  the  margin.  Eggs  arranged  Irregularly  In  groups  of  5-20 
in  Qgs  cax)sules. 

Development:  According  to  Piana,  the  larval  stage  (Mono- 
cercus  Davalneae  tetragonae)  develops  in  snails  (Helix  carth- 
uslanella  or  H.  maculosa). 

Hosts:  Chickens. 

Geographical  distribution:  Italy  (by  Molln,  Plana),  Turkestan 
(by  Fedtschenko).  Abyssinia  (Pasquale),  America  (Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  by  Moore). 

Epidemics:   Italy  by  Plana;  Washington,   D.   C,   by  Moore. 

I  include  T.  botludoplitis  in  the  species  D.  tetragona 
and  retain  D.  echinobothrida  as  a  distinct  species, 
chiefly  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  my  friends  R. 
Blanchard  and  Railliet.  Personally  I  do  not  see  why 
the  species  D.  tetragona  should  be  recognized,  or  why 
two  of  these  forms  should  be  united  while  the  third 
is  kept  distinct,  for  the  descriptions  of  all  three  forms 
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are  incomplete,  and,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  following 
historical  review,  any  arrangement  of  the  three  worms 
can  be  looked  upon  at  present  only  as  provisional. 
The  historical  review  is  given  in  detail,  as  these  three 
(op  one?)  species  represent  very  important  parasites. 
Molin  (1858,  p.  139)  Erst  described  as  Taenia  tetra- 
gona  some  tapeworms  which  he  found  in  chickens  in 
Padua  in  December,  1857,  as  follows: 

Caput  tetragonum,  mlnlminn,  acetabulls  quatuor  angrularibus, 
alveolo  ad  basim  rostelll  excavatum;  rostellum  Inerme,  brevls- 
simum,  obtuso-conlcum,  in  alveohim  retractile;  collum  breve: 
artlculi  supreml  brevleelml;  postreml  eubquadrati.  imbricati; 
aperturae  genitales  marglnales,  secundae.  in  aplce  paplUae 
prominulae.    Longit.    0.012-0.090;   lat.   ad  0.002. 

Habltacuhum.  Phasianus  OaHus:  in  livtestino  tenui,  Decembri. 
Patavii  (Molln). 

Like  most  of  Molin's  descriptions,  this  diagnosis  gives  ue  but 
little  information  concerning  the  parasite  he  had  before  hlfn. 
It  should  be  noticed,  however,  that  he  (probably  erroneoiisly) 
describes  the  rostellum*  as  unarmed,  the  neck  as  ©hort  (a  char- 
acter of  little  or  no  value),  the  posterior  segments  subqu34rate 
and  Imbricate,  the  genital  pores  as  unilateral,  the  length  of  the 
worm  as  12mm  to  90mm,  breath  as  2mm.  In  other  words,  there 
Is  neither  a  single  distinctive  character  nor  a  collection  of  char- 
acters given  In  this  diagnosis.  In  his  second  paper  (1860,  pp. 
254-255;  Taf.  VII,  5-8)  Molln  repeats  this  diagnosis,  gives  four 
figures  of  the  worm  which  are  almost  useless,  except  flg.  7,  in 
which  the  genital  pores  are  flgiired  in  the  middle  of  the  lateral 
margin,  and  in  which  some  Irregxilarly-shaped  masses  are 
drawn,  which  evidently  represent  egg"  caipsules.  He  also  adds 
three  observations  to  the  effect  that  he  collected  42  specimens 
from  one  chicken,  of  which  number  only  2  were  mature,  the 
others  being  very  small.  He  describes  a  mosaic  structure  of 
the  segment  caused  by  ef^g  capsules,  each  of  which  contains 
from  5  to  20  ova.  Although  the  rostellum  Is  unarmed,  the  form 
differs  in  organization  from  the  other  unarmed  forms.  These 
are  all  of  the  characters  ever  given  by  Molln  to  the  species, 
and  It  must,  indeed,  be  admitted  that  they  are  not  suflficient 
to  determine  any  worm  with  certainty.  Molin's  diagnosis, 
without  the  type  specimens,  is  therefore  useless. 
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As  far  as  any  original  observations  are  concerned  Molin's 
species  T.  tetragona  then  rested  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1880  Megnin  (1880,  p.  119)  mentioned  T.  echino^bothrlda  as  a 
notnen  nudum.  In  1881  two  parasites  of  chickens,  very  similar 
to  If  not  identical  with  T.  tetragona,  were  described  as  new. 
Megnin  described  and  figured  T.  echinobothrida  as  new  species 
with  the  characters  given  in  the  diagnosis  above  (p.  618.)  A 
careful  study  of  both  figures  and  description  shows  that  the 
most  important  characters  at  present  to  be  considered  are  the 
hooks  upon  the  rostellum.  said  to  be  about  100  in  numiber,  8 
fi  long,  the  rows  of  hooks  upon  the  suckers  (6-7  rows),  those  of 
the  middle  row  being  the  largest;  genital  pores  irregularly  al- 
ternate; egga  90  ;<  in  diameter,  spherical,  arranged  in  groups 
of  6-7  in  Toundish  e^g  capsules. 

•Jn  March  of  the  same  yean  (1881)  Plana  (1882,  pp.  387-391,  I 
plate)  presented  a  paper  before  the  Accademla  delle  Scienzel  dl 
Bologna,  in  which  he  described  as  a  new  species  T.  bothrlop- 
Htis,  a  cestode  which  he  found  causing  serious  damage  to  poul- 
try, producing  tubercles  In  the  intestine.  The  chief  zoological 
characters  taken  as  a  basts  for  the  species  are  as  follows: 

Head  O.^mm  in  diameter;  retractile  hemispherical  rostellum 
armed  with  hooks  (number  not  given,  but  evidently  ca.  200, 
form  shown  in  drawing);  suckers  with  sev^n  or  eight  concen- 
tric rows  of  hooks  (forn>  as  per  drawing),  hooks  not  all  of  same 
size;  neck  very  long,  containing  ovoid  calcareous  corpuscles; 
genital  pores  unilateral,  situated  somewhat  below  (distally)  the 
middle  of  the  lateral  margin;  cirrus  short,  pyrlform;  eggs  in 
egg  sacs. 

Plana  states  that  Rivolta  and  Delprato  (in  Ornitojatrla,  1880, 
T.  I.,  f.  5a— not  accessible  to  me)  picture  the  head  of  a  cestode 
which  produced  similar  nodules  in  the  intestine  of  a  chicken. 
Plana  found  2  cysticercoids  In  Helix  (whether  in  H.  carthu- 
slanella  or  H.  maculosa  Is  not  clear  to  me)  which  agree  quite 
closely  with  the  head  of  the  parasite  found  In  chickens;  no 
experiments  were  made  to  demonstrate  that  this  cystlcercoid 
Is  the  larval  fown  of  the  worm  in  question,  but  their  specific 

iThe  date  of  publication  of  the  volume  for  1881  is  given  upon 
the  cover  as  1882,  but  a  preliminary  notice  of  this  paper  ap- 
peared In  the  Rendiconto  In  1881.  This  preliminary  notice, 
however,  is  altogether  too  incomplete  to  hold  should  the  ques- 
tion of  priority  be  raised  between  Megnln's  T.  echlnobothrlda 
and  Plana's  T.  bothrioplltes.  Further,  as  Plana  cites  Megnln's 
article  In  the  final  paper,  Megnln's  name  m.ust  be  given  prece- 
dence, should  these  two  forms  pro\'e  identical.  Plana's  T. 
bothrioplltes  of  1881  Is  to  all  Intents  and  purposes  a  nomen 
nudum,  and  his  species  T.  bothrloplltls  should  be  dated  1882. 
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Identity  is  assumed  from  their  similarity.  Plana  was  ac- 
quainted with  Megnins  pai  er,  but  separated  his  form  from 
Megnin's  species  chiefly  on  account  of  the  form  of  the  hooks 
on  the  suckers,  the  number  of  hooks  on  the  rostellum,  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  genital  pores.  Krabbe  (1882.  pp.  361-364, 
Tab.  II.  figs.  55-60)  published  as  Taenia  tetragona  MoUn,  some 
cestodes  which  Fedschenko  had  found  in  chickens  In  Turke- 
stan. He  admits  the  total  Inadequacy  of  Molin's  figures  and 
descriptions,  but  determines  his  specimens  as  T.  tetragona  on 
account  of  the  egg  capsules.  The  characters  given  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Length  to  250nwn,  breadth,  1.6mm;  posterior  segments,  1.2na«n 
long  by  1.6mm  broad.  Head  provided  with  a  short  and  broad 
retractile  rostellum,  surrounded  by  about  200  hooks  arranged 
in  a  double  row;  hooks  measured  6  fi  long  from  the  apex  of 
the  prong  to  the  end  of  the  dorsal  root;  ventral  root  11  ft  long; 
suckeTB  surrounded  by  several  rows  of  similar  Instable  hooks 
of  different  form  from  those  of  T.  au^ralis.  Genital  pores 
unilateral;  cirrus  smooth,  21  u.  long  by  8  /«  thick.  Eggs  ar- 
ranged In  ef^  sacs,  10-12  ova  In  a  group,  40  to  ca,  90  groups  In 
a  segment. 

Since  Krabbe's  paper  authors  have  as  a  rule  accepted  T.  tet- 
ragona as  a  good  species.  Blanchard  (1891 B,  pp.  433,  436)  Tec- 
ognized  D.  echlnobothrida  as  a  distinct  species;  recognized  D. 
tetragona  (Molin)  as  vaJid,  and  made  T.  bothrloplltls  a  syn- 
onym of  D.  tetragona.  Grassi  &  Rovelli  a892,  p.  84)  claim  to 
have  recognized  both  T.  tetragona  Molin  and  T.  bothrloplltls 
Plana,  and  state  that  they  have  found  both  forms;  T.  echlno- 
bothrida Megnln  they  did  not  find,  but  they  think  It  Is  possi- 
bly identical  with  T.  bothrloplltls  Plana.  Rallllet  (1893,  pp.  306- 
307)  has  followed  Blanchard  (1891). 

From  the  above  it  is  questionable  whether  Molin's  specific 
name  tetragona  can  be  retained,  unless  the  originals  can  be 
found  and  redescrlbed,  for  the  description  given  by  Molin  is 
unrecognizable  without  the  types.  It  might  possfrbly  be  re- 
tained upon  the  ground  that  It  Is  Impossible  to  show  that  T. 
tetragona  of  present  authors  Is  not  identical  with  T.  tetragona 
Molin.  I  refrain  temporarily  from  suppressing  the  name,  as 
I  hope  the  types  may  be  re-examined.  Krabbe's  description  of 
T.  tetragona  can  hardly  be  taken  Into  consideration  In  this 
question,  as  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  his  specimens  are 
identical  with  Molin's  forms,  and  as?  Krabbe  himself  admits  the 
uselessness  of  Molin's  description  and  figures.  The  differences 
between  the  species  described  by  these  three  authcnr  {Megnln. 
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Plana,  and  Krabbe)  are  very  slig-ht  and  can  for  the  most  part 
be  explained  by  contraction,-  Insufficiency  of  material,  and  lack 
of  details.  The  description  of  the  hooks  of  the  suckers  of  T. 
echinobothrida  (as  being  so  simple)  should,  I  believe,  be  taken 
with  reserve.  The  hooks  are  very  small  and  are  not  easily 
studied.  The  fact  that  the  genital  pores  are  described  as  Ir- 
regularly alternate  by  Megnln  and  unilateral  by  Plana  and 
Krabbe  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  serious  difference  in  this  genus. 
This  opinion,  radical  as  it  may  appear,  is  based  upon  the  fol- 
lowing observations: 

The  worms  which  Dr.  Moore  found  producing  a  nodular  dis- 
ease in  chickens  give  rise  to  the  3ame  pathologrical  conditions 
as  the  form  described  by  Plana,  and  agree  with  Plana's  species 
in  regard  to  the  armed  rostellum,  the  form  and  size  of  the 
hooks,  both  on  the  rostellum  and  suckers,  and  in  almoet  every 
other  character  mentioned  by  Piana.  The  genital  pores  vary 
in  different  specimens.  In  some  specimens  they  are  entirely 
unilateral;  In  oAier  specimens  all  but  one  or  two  may  be  on 
the  same  side  of  the  worm;  in  fact  It  is  often  necessary  to 
mount  the  entire  strobila  before  it  is  possible  to  find  an  al- 
ternating pore;  in  still  other  specimens  the  pores  are  extremely 
Irregular.  The  specimens  with  irregularly  alternate  genital 
pores  agrree  in  all  other  respects,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  with 
Piana's  form.  The  only  difference  between  these  specimens 
and  Megnln's  description  appears  to  be  (1)  the  nuoniber  of 
hooks  upon  the  rostellum  (Megnln  estimates  them  at  about 
100,  the  American  forms  possess  ca.  200-208);  (2)  the  form  of  the 
hooks  on  the  suckers  (possibly  due  to  misinterpretation  as  the 
form  of  hooks  Megnin  describes  is  otherwise  unknown  in  this 
group);  and  (3)  the  arrangement  of  the  hooks  on  the  suckers 
(in  Megnin's  form  the  largest  hooks  are  in  the  center  row,  in 
the  American  form  the  la/rgest  hooks  are  those  of  the  external 
row).  This  latter  point  of  difference  should  not  be  given  too 
much  weight,  as  Megnin  evidently  made  no  microtome  sections, 
and  this  point  could  hardly  be  established  definitely  otherwiee. 

In  short.  I  incline  to  the  belief  that  tetragona.  echinobothrida, 
and  bothrloplitis  all  represent  one  and  the  same  species. 
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c    GentUl  por«s   unilateral. 

24.  DAVAINEA   FRIEDBERGERI    (von    Llnalow,    U78)    R.    Blanchard,    I8»l. 

(1878.  Taenia  Prledbergeri  von  Llnstow  [May  161;  ?  ^^8,  Taenia 
affama  Megrnin  [Au^usq;  ?  1878.  T.  Infundlbullfonnls  v^r. 
phasianorum  Megrnin  [September] :  1888.  T.  cestioillus  var. 
phasianonim  Neumann.) 

[PI.   XVIII,   figs.  236-^2.1 

Diagnosis:  trofbila  up  to  200"^  and  QK>re  long  by  2°un  to  3nun 
wide.  Head  pyrlform,  0.386mm  broad  by  0.30mm  long;  rostellum 
armed  with  a  double  row  of  hooks.  75  in  each  row.  12  <*  long; 
suckers  elliptical,  armed  with  4-5  rows  of  hooks,  of  which  those 
on  the  middle  row  are  smallest.  Neck  thin.  2mm  to  3mm  long. 
Anterior  segments  very  short,  the  following  gradually  Increase 
in  length,  the  distal  borders  projecting  so  as  to  give  a  serrate 
appearance  to  the  worm;  in  the  posterior  six^th  the  segments 
become  moniliform,  the  last  segments  almost  globular,  fre- 
quently orange  in  color.  Genital  pores  unilateral.  In  middle  of 
the  margin.    Ova  34  ^  to  38  ^.  once  spheric  hooks  6.5  fi. 

Development:  Unknown;  Friedberger  and  Megnin  think  that 
ants  ("Formica  rufa?")  form  the  intermediate  host,  but  ex- 
periments (Friedberger)    were   negative. 

Hosts:  Pheasants  (Phasianus  colchicus). 

Geographical  distribution:  Germany  and  France. 

Epidemics:  Friedberger  (1877,  pp.  99-112)  gives  quite 
an  extensive  account  of  an  outbreak  of  disease  among 
pheasants  which  he  attributed  to  the  presence  of  the 
large  number  of  tapeworms.  A  remarkable  difference 
in  the  development  of  the  .voiing  pheasants  was 
noticed.  Many  of  them  became  sick.  The  appetite 
remained  good  for  the  most  part,  but  the  animals  grew 
dull  and  their  feathers  became  ruffled.  Suddenly  the 
animals  would  wake  up,  run  around,  and  take  food; 
then  they  would  quiet  down  again,  close  their  eyes,  and 
finally  die. 

Several  postmortems  were  made,  and  in  all  cases 
numerous  tapeworms  were  found  in  the  intestine.     A 
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purulent,  desquamative,  mtestinal  catarrh  and  general 
anaemic  condition  were  constant. 

In  August,  1878,  M^gnin  (1878A,  p.  825)  descHbed 
as  a  new  species  (T.  agama,  afterwards  (September, 
1878B,  p.  927)  proposing  to  make  it  a  variety  (T.  in- 
fundibuliformis  var.  phasianorura),  a  tapeworm  which 
he  found  creating  considerable  trouble  in  the  pheas 
antries  near  Paris  and  Fontainebleau.  He  gave  the 
following  characters: 

Not  over  60mm  long;  head  small,  with  about  100  hooks;  neck 
variable,  long*  and  flllfprm  or  short.  Head  not  over  i-4i»m  broa  1 ; 
body  1mm  to  3mm  broad.  Ovary  fills  the  entire  posterior  half 
of  the  body  without  being  localized  in  each  segment;  segments 
detach  themselves  as  round  discs,  rather  thi<k,  and  1.7mm  to 
2mm  In  diameter,  filled  with  eggs,  collected  in  egg-sacs,  about 
7  eggs  being  present  In  each  sac  and  about  80-100  sacs  In  each 
segment.  Megnln  suggests  that  ants  form  the  intermediate 
host. 

The  parasites  injured  their  hosts  by  stopping  up  the 
bowels,  but  good  results  in  treatment  resulted  from 
administering  powdered  Kamala  mixed  with  the  food. 
Tn  the  second  note  M(^gnin  states  that  the  pores  are 
unilateral. 

Neumann  (1888,  p.  433;  1892A,  p.  471;  1892IB,  p.  486)  erroneously 
attributes  the  cormblnation  Taenia  cesticillus  var.  phasianorum 
to  Megnin  (1887,  p.  828);  (this  reference  given  by  Neumann 
should  undoubtedly  read  1878,  p.  928,  as  there  were  only  823 
pages  in  the  Recuell  of  1887.  and  Megnin  apparently  did  not 
publish  upon  this  species  in  1887,  i.  e.,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  trace).  Railliet  (1893,  pp.  308-309)  thinks  it  probable  that 
Megnin's  species  is  identical  with  the  worm  described  by 
BViedberger   (1877)   and   named    by  von  Linstow   (1878). 
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25.  DAVAINBA    CRASSULA    (Rudolptal,    ISlt)    Rallllet,    1818. 

(1819.  -T.  8phenoct*phala  Raid./'  1810  of  Rudolphl;  1819,  T. 
craasula  Rud.. 

(71789,  Taenia  serpentiformte  i.  T.  turturts  Gmelln;  71800, 
A<]ys«l minibus  Columbae  Zeder;  7  1803,  Halysla  Coliunbae 
(Zeder,  1800)  Zeder;  7  1810.  Taenia  sphenocephala  Rud.;  ? 
1891,  Davainea  Colun^bae  (Zeder,  1800)  R.  Bl.) 

[PI.  XVIII,   flgs.  243-a46.1 

Diagnosis:  200n»m  to  400»nro  long  by  4nMii  broad.  Head  oval, 
rostellum  obtuse,  armed  with  about  60  hooks  10  ;<  to  11  ;<  long. 
Suckers  rounded,  armed  with  spinee.  Neck  rather  long.  An- 
terior segments  very  short,  the  following  segments  a  little 
longer  and  very  wide,  the  posterior  segments  infundibuliform. 
Genital  pores  unilateral.  Kggs  united  in  groups  of  10-12  in 
capsule.    Development  ur known. 

Hosts:  Domestic  pigeon  (Columba  livia  domestica);  Buqropean 
rock  pigeon  (Columba  Hvia);  turtle  dove  (Turtur  turtiu*);  rock 
partridge  (Caccaibis  saxitilis);  7  tame  duck  (Anas  boschas 
dom.);  parroquet  (Psittacus  erithacus)  [perhaps  D.  leptosoma7l. 
Epidemics:  None  recorded. 

Little  more  is  known  of  this  worm  than  the  actual 
fact  that  the  parasites  described  under  the  synonymy 
above  are  found  in  pigeons. 

Zeder  (1800.  pp.  281-282)  found  a  wooTn  in  the  turtle  dove  which 
he  named  Alyselmlnthus  colun>bae,  changing  the  name  three 
years  later  to  Halysls  columbae.  This  worm  Rudolphl  (1810,  pp. 
94-95)  renamed  Taenia  sphenocephala,  so  there  is  evidently  no 
doubt  that  these  three  terms  are  synonymous.  Rudolph!  In- 
cludes in  his  literature  a  wormi  which  Goeze  (1782,  p.  394)  men- 
tioned In  a  footnote  as  having  been  found  in  the  turtle  dove 
and  which  Gmelin  (1790,  p.  3070)  quoted  from  Goeze  as  Tenia 
turturis  under  T.  serpentiformis.  It  is  entirely  an  assumption 
that  Goeze's  form  is  Identical  with  Zeder's  worm,  although 
Gmelin's  name  refers  to  Goeze's  species.  Rudolph!  (1819,  pp. 
154,  506-508)  described  as  T.  sphenocephala,  evidently  consider- 
ing them  identical  with  his  sphenocephala  of  1810,  some  worms 
obtained  by  Bremser;  these  were  preserved  in  the  Berlin 
Museum,  were  restudied  by  Krabbe  and  pronounced  identical 
with  Rudolphi's  supposed  new  species  (1819,  pp.  702-704)  Taenia 
crassula,  types  of  which  Krabbe  also  examined. 
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T.  sphenocephala  Rud.,  1819  and  crassula  Rud.,  1819,  are  evi- 
dently the  earliest  specific  najties  to  which  we  can  refer  with 
certainty,  although  the  earlier  names  may  be  looked  upon  as 
probable  bikt  unidentifiable  synonyims.  Atecordingr  to  page- 
priority  T.  sphenocephala  should  stand,  but  as  that  is  an  un- 
certain earlier  synonym,  and  as  Railliet  has  already  iised 
crassula,  I  retain  the  latter  name  for  the  present. 

There  are  certain  other  species  which  most  be  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  this  genus,  but  most  of 
which  are  but  little  known  at  present.  The  following 
characters  are  taken  from  Krabbe  (1869)  and  Blan- 
ehard  (1891,  pp.  434-438): 

A.  Avian  parasites: 

Davainea  struthionis  (Parona,  1885)— Syn.  1810,  Taenia 
struthlo  cameH  Rudolphi,  nomen  nudum;  1819.  T,  struthionis 
Rudolphi,  nomen  nudum;  1819,  T.  struthionis  Rudolphi,  nomen 
nudum;  1885.  T.  struthionis  Parona;  1893,  T.  (Davainea) 
struthionis  von  Linstow.)  Parona's  description  of  this  para- 
site from  ostriches  is  not  accessible  to  me. 

Davainea  insigiiis  (Steudener.  1877)  R.  Bl.,  1891  (Syn.  1877, 
Taenia  insignis  Studener).  100mm  to  130mm  long:;  rostellum 
armed  with  double  crown  of  minute  hooks;  suckers  also  armed 
with  gryriniform  hooks,  ^nailer  than  those  of  the  rostellum, 
points  directed  inward;  host:  Carpophaga  ooeanica.  (Original 
not  at  my  disposal,  I  quote  from  R.  Blanchard,  1891,  pp.  434- 
435.) 

Davainea  australls  (Krabbe,  1869)  R.  Bl..  1891  (Syn.  1869, 
Taenia  ausbralls  Krabbe).  Stro«bila  400mm  long,  1.2mm  broad; 
rostellum  with  a  double  row  of  340-360  hooks  12  fi  to  U  fJt  long: 
suckers  with  hooks.  5  /i  to  11  /*  long;  genital  pores  unilateral; 
host:  Dromalus  Novae-Hollandlae. 

Davainea  urogalH  (Modeer,  1790)  R.  Bl..  1891.  (Syn.  after 
Krabbe  1869.  p.  344;  1846,  Taenia  tumens  Mehlls;  1850,  T  mi- 
crops).  Strobila  300mm  long;  rostellum  with  double  crown  of 
ca,  100  hooks  10-11  fi  long;  genital  pores  unilateral;  hosts: 
Tetrao  urogallus;  Tetrao  tetrix;  Cacabis  saxatllls;  Centrocerus 
urophasianus;  Tetraogallus  himalayanus. 

Davainea  frontina  (Dujardin,  1845)  R.  Bl.,  1891.  (Syn.  after 
Krabbe.  1869:  1810.  Taenia  crateriformis  Rudolphi,  pars;  1845, 
T.  frontina  Dujardin.)  Strobila  100mm  long  by  imm  broad; 
head  380  ft  broad,  rostellum  126  /i  surrounded  by  a  double  crowr 
of  about  300  hooks  8  ft  long;  suckers  140  fi  in  diameter,,  armed 
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with  a  large  number  of  »mall  hooks;  genital  pores  unilateral; 
boats;  Oriolus  galbula,  Ficu«  viridis,   ?  P.  major. 

Davainea  circumcinota  (Krabbe.  1869)  R.  Bl..  1891.  (1869. 
Taenia  clrcumcincta  Krajbbe).  Strobila  120mm  long  by  2n>m 
broa-d;  rostellum  armed  with  a  double  crown  of  about  300  hooks 
11  ft  to  12  fi.  long;  suckers  armed;  genital  pores  ?  ;  eggs  In  eg^ 
sacs;  host:  Ardea  garzetta. 

Davainea  leptOBomA  (Dleslng,  1850)  R.  BL.  1891.  (1850.  Taenia 
leptoeoma  Diesing.)  Strobila  160mm  long  by  2mni  broad;  ros- 
tellum with  a  double  (?)  crown  of  hooks  11  fi  to  iz  fi  long; 
hooks  on  suckers?;  genital  pores  unilateral;  host:  Pslttacus 
erith€U!U8.) 

B.   Ifammallaii  parasltM 

Bavainea  'madagascariensis  (Davaine,  1870)  R,  Bl..  1891.  (1869, 
Taenia  -madagascariensis  (Davaine),  found  in  man. 

Davainea  Salmon!  Stiles,  1895,  found  in  Lepus  sylvaticus  and 
Lepus  melanotis. 

Davainea  retractilis  Stiles,  1895,  found  in  I.«pus  arizonae. 

Davainea  contorta  Zschokke,  1895,  found  ni  Manis  pentadac- 
tyla, 

Q«liiu  BCHINOCOTTLB   R.    Blanohard,    1891. 

Diagnosis:  Body  short  and  thin.  Head  elliptical  or  subspheri- 
cal,  provided  with  a  long  rostellum  capable  of  being  com«>letely 
retracted,  and  armed  with  a  single  row  of  10  hooks;  dorsal 
root  much  longer  than  feeble  ventral  root.  Suckers  armed 
with  three  series  of  hooks,  whose  prongs  point  posteriorly;  one 
series  situated  in  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  sucker,  one  series 
on  the  borders  of  each  side.  Type  species,  E.  Rosseteri  R.  Bl., 
1891. 

Development:  Cystlcercoid  (Cercocystis)  in  the  cavity  of 
Ostracodes. 

Hosts:  Domestic  ducks   (Anas   boschas  dom.);   Bengal   ducks. 

M.  BCSHINOCOTTLB  R088BTERI.    R.    Blftnohard,    1891. 

(1891,  "Taenia  lanceolata  Ooeze"  of  Rosseter.) 

[PI.  XIX.  figs.  247-251.1 

Diagnosis:  Strobila  (young  specimens)  1.5inni  long  with  26  seg- 
ments present;  breadth,  0.18nim.  Head  suibspherical,  85  /i  to  166 
fi  long  by  75  ft  to  105  ft  broad;  rostellum  long,  with  single  crown 
of  10  hooks  on  extremity,  hooks  measure  Zl  ft  to  3S  ft  long; 
suckers  oblong,  67  /«  to  90    /m  by  27    a  to  32    ft;  muscular  wall 
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much   reduced,    concavity    nearly  effaced   and   visible  only   on 
account  of  the  hooks;  100-130  hooks  on  each  sucker  with  base 
7  u  to  S  fi,  prong:  3  fi  to  4  u.    Neck  90  /«to  140  /«  by  45  tf  to  70  fi. 
One  specimen  with  20  seffment»,  last  segment  153  /*  long  by  195 
/*    broad.    Genital  pores  near  anterior  corner  of  segment;  cirrus 
pouch  large,  extending  over  halfway  acroes  the  segrment. 
Type  specimens:  Collection  Rosseter;  Collection  Stiles. 
Life  history:  Cystlcercold  In  Cyprls  clnera  Brady. 
Hosts:   Adults   In   tame   duck   (Anas   boschas  dom.),   experi- 
mentally by  Rosseter;  Bengal  duck  (Anas  sp  ?)  by  Rosseter. 

Geographical    distribution:    Canterbury   (Kent),    Engrland,    by 
Roeseter. 

Rosseter  (1891  A.,  p.  438)  presented  a  conununication  to  the 
Royal  Microscopical  Society  stating"  that  he  had  Infected  ducks 
with  a  cystlcercus  and  thus  raised  Taenia  lanceolata.  There 
were  from  180-200  minute  hooks  on  the  head.  A  fuller  account 
is  given  in  his  second  paper.  In  which  Rosseter  (1891B.,  pip. 
224-228)  states  that  he  examined  the  C^prldae  of  a  pond  near 
Cantert)ury  for  dystlcercolds,  and  noticed  that  Cyprls  clnera 
Brady  contained  two  species  of  parasites.  One  was  the  larval 
form  of  Taenia  coronula  (=:Dleranotaenia  coronula);  a  less 
common  form  occurred  In  about  2  per  cent,  of  those  examined. 
The  latter  form  is  oval,  invaginated  anteriorly  and  provided 
with  a  long  caudal  appendage:  cyst  is  not  fenestrated.  While 
developing,  Its  substance  submits  to  active  contractions, 
but  when  fully  develo^jed  to  a  point  where  It  can  be  trans- 
mitted to  vertebrates  It  remains  quiescent;  rostellum  Invag- 
inated, bearing"  a  crown  of  10  hooks  32  fi  long,  of  which  three- 
fifths  are  occupied  by  the  dorsal  root;  ventral  root  rather  trun- 
cate; prong  short  and  slightly  curved.  Suckers  oval,  armed 
with  about  132  booklets,  arranged  symmetrically  around  the 
suckers;  the  hooks  are  very  delicate,  about  5  f*  long. 

A  large  nunnber  of  crustaceans  were  fed  to  a  duck  daily  from 
February  19  to  March  21.  Upon  killing  the  duck  a  considerable 
number  of  tapeworms,  which  showed  the  same  characters  as 
the  cysticercoid,  were  found  In  the  upper  portion  of^the  »mall 
Intestine.  The  largest  was  1.27mm  long;  the  greater  number  of 
specimens  possessed  17  segments.  Male  organs  were  well  de- 
veloped, but  the  female  organs  were  not  visible.  Rosseter  be- 
lieved that  the  adult  parasite  which  he  had  thus  developed  was 
Taenia  lanceolata  Goeze. 

Blanchard  (1881B.  pp.  420-428,  figs.  1-2)  examined  some  of 
Rosseter's  material  and  recognized  that  this  form  was  not 
identiral    with    T.    lanceolata.    He    compared    It    with    all    the 
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other  species  recorded  for  ducks,  and  with  other  aviaa  tape- 
worms possesslngr  10  hooks  on  the  head  and  unilateral  genital 
pores,  and  concluded  that  Rosseter's  cestode  represented  the 
type  (E.  Rosseterl  R.  Bl.)  of  a  new  genus  (EJchinocotyle  R.  Bl.). 
He  added  that  Roeseter  had  recently  Informed  him  that  he 
had  sometime  previous  to  the  discovery  of  the  cystlcercold 
placed  some  ducks  Imported  from  Calcutta  on  the  pond  in 
which  he  had  discovered  the  parasites;  upon  making  an  au- 
topsy on  one  of  these  ducks  Rosseter  found  it  Infested  with 
Echlnocotyle.  Blanchard  concluded  from  this  that  the  Bengal 
ducks  Imported  the  parasites  with  them  and  infeoted  the  pond 
in  question.  Blanchard  discusses  the  adult  worm,  and  from 
this  description  the  specific  diagnosis  given  above  is  written. 
Rosseter  (1892,  pp.  361-366,  Pis.  XXII-XXIII)  again  discusses 
this  species  and  figures  it. 

Regarding  the  supposed  inbroduotion  of  this  parasite  into 
England  by  ducks  from  Calcutta,  the  idea  advanced  by  Blan- 
chard seems  very  plausible.  At  the  same  time  however,  Blan- 
chard states  (p.  424)  that  neither  he  nor  Rosseter  have  been 
able  to  examine  any  adult  specimens.  Now,  had  the  Bengal 
dxicks  brought  the  parasites  with  them,  would  not  the  duck 
examined  by  Rosseter  have  been  infested,  in  all  probability, 
with  the  adult  form,  although  they  unquestionably  couild  also 
have  become  Infected  with  a  new  generation  from  the  crusta- 
ceans? I  hardly  see  why  the  fact  that  two  Bengal  duok<s  were 
placed  uipon  this  pond  a  short  time  before  Rosseter  discovered 
the  parasites  In  the  crustaceans  bears  anything  more  than  a 
possible  (but  not  necessary  or  probable)  connection  with  the 
presence  of  this  species  In  England;  the  parasite  has  not  yet 
been  recorded  from  Bengal. 

Oonus  OPHRTOCOTTLB  Frtis,    196». 
[PI.  XIX.  figs.   252-266.] 

Diagnosis:  Head  enlarged  anterlorlly,  without  roslellum,  but 
with  several  Infundlbula  whose  borders  are  armed  with  a  very 
large  number  of  small  hooks;  suckers  armed  with  several 
transverse  rows  of  hooks;  genital  pores  Irregularly  alternate. 
Type  species:  O.  proteus  FYlls,  1869.    Development  unknown. 

Hosts:   Birds. 

No  members  of  this  genus  are  known  from  domes- 
ticated birds  or  from  very  closely  allied  wild  birds, 
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but  two  species,  O.  proteus  Friis,  1869  (Syn.  1875,  O. 
Lacazii  Villot),  and  O.  insignis  Lonnberg,  are  described 
from  wild  birds. 

Infundlbuluim  divided  Into  5  parts;  strobila  lOmm 
to  25nim  long:,  with  about  19  segrnuents;  hooks  on 
suckers  arrang-ed  in  three  rows:  found  in 
Tringra  alpina,  Charadrius  hiaticula,  Calldrls 
arenarla.   Larus  canus.   Limosa  ruf a    O.  proteus. 

Infujidibulum  not  dlvl-ded,  but  its  order  undu- 
lated;; strobila  BOmm  to  lOOnwn  and  more  long; 
founid    in    Haematopus    ostrealegiis    O.  insignis. 

GENUS  mCERT.    TAENIA   S.   L. 

A  number  of  other  tapeworms  have  been  des<:nbed 
from  domesticated  fowls,  but  their  generic  position 
can  not  be  determined  with  the  data  at  hand. 

27.  TAENIA    CANTANIANA    Polonio,    1860. 
[PI.    XX.    fig.    256.] 

Polonio  (1860,  pp.  21-22)  describes  a  supposed  new 
species  of  tapeworm  as  follows : 

1.  T.  Cantaniana  Polonio.  Caput  globosum,  centro  unbona- 
tum;  acetabulis  cruciatim  oppositis  ob  majorem  capitis  circu- 
lum;  collum  nullum  ;corpus  retrorsum  dilatatum,  articulis 
supremis  campanaeformfbus,  sequentibus  campanaeformlbus 
imbricatis  trapezoidalis;  aperturae  genitales  marginales.  Liong", 
0.013. 

Habitaculum:  Meleagris  Gallopavo,  in  intestina,  Octobri 
Patavi  (Polonio). 

In  his  second  paper  (1860,  p.  221)  this  forrn  is  cited  and  is 
figured  on  Taf.  VII,  2  (vide  PI.  XIX.  fig.  256  of  this  paper). 
The  pores  are  evidently  unilateral.  Von  Linstow  (1878,  p.  122) 
includes  this  among  the  parasites  of  the  pheasant  Phasianus 
colchicus,  but  does  not  give  his  authority. 

All  subsequent  remarks  u(pon  this  species  are  based  upon 
Polonio's  statemtents.  Blanchard  .!(1891iB  pp.  439-440)  thinks 
this  form  may  possibly  belong  to  the  genus  Davainea,  and 
takes  the  following  characters  from  Polonio's  figure: 

Suckers  large  and  round;  the  head  seems  to  be  surmounted 
by  a  very  short  rostellum,  probably  retractile.  The  neck  is 
quite  long,  distinctly  separated  from  the  head.    Segments  num- 
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ber  about  60.    Genital  pores  unilateral;  cirrus  pouch  visible  in 
twenty-sixth  to  forty -fifth  se^rments;  forty-sixth  to  sixtieth  seg- 
ments are  gravid.    The  eggs,  so  far  as  can  be  Judged  from  the 
,  figure,  are  scattered  and  isolated  as  in  D.  proglottina. 

I  (?an  not  see  that  Polonio's  description  and  figure 
are  sufficient  to  compel  or  even  to  allow  the  recogni- 
tion of  this  specific  name.  If  the  types  can  be  obtained 
and  restudied,  it  would  of  course  be  proper  to  rede- 
scribe  them  under  the  specific  name  cantaniana,  but 
until  those  types  can  be  found  it  is  useless  to  waste 
time  speculating  as  to  the  possible  generic  or  specific 
relations  of  the  parasite.  I  propose  to  ignore  the 
species  entirely,  on  the  ground  that  the  specific  name 
has  not  been  accompanied  by  a  recognizable  descrip- 
tion or  figure. 

».  Taenia   DelaXondl    iumi«t,    vm, 

(1891,   "Taenia  8i>henocephala  Rud.,"  1810,  of  Megnin.) 

[PI.   XX,  figs.   257-262.1 

Diagnosis:  Stroblla  Tcm  to  13cm  long.  Smm  to  4min  broad. 
Head  hemispherical,  rostellum  and  hooks  absent.  Suckers 
large*  Neck  O.Smm  or  more  long,  at  first  as  broa^  €is  head,  en- 
larging distally.  Proximal  segments  very  short,  following  seg- 
ments slightly  Idnger  and  very  broad,  lateral  margins  convex. 
Genital  pores  Irregularly  alternate,  situated  near  the  anterior 
qufirter  of  the  lateral  border;  two  lateral  ramefied  uteri  visible 
as  two  longitudinal  rows  of  opaque  spots;  another  submedlan 
series  formed  by  recaptaculum  seminis;  testicles  rather  num- 
erous. Ova  globular  62  fi  to  65  f*  hooks  of  oncosphere  11  fi 
long.    Development:   Unknown. 

Type  specimens:  In  Alfort  collection. 

Hosts:  Domestic  pigeons  (Coluanba  livla  domestica)  by  Del- 
fond,  RaiUIet,  Megnin,  and  von  Llnstow.  Geogrraphlcal  dis- 
tribution: France  and  Germany. 

This  appears  to  be  a  very  peculiar  form.  Its  syste- 
matic position,  as  well  as  its  synonymy  and  anatomy, 
seem  to  me  extremely  uncertain. 
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29.  TAENIA   EXILrlS    Dujardin.    1815. 

Dujaidin  proposed  this  name  for  a  tapeworm  found 
in  chickens,  but  the  description  is  so  insufficient  that 
the  species  should  be  ignored  entirely.  The  original 
description  reads     : 

"Je  proposeral  de  nommer  Taenia  exilift  un  autre  taenia  de 
la  poule,  blen  different  auGsl  des  precedents,  mals  dont  je 
nal  pas  encore  eu  la  tete;  il  est  long  de  20»"rii  a  (?),  large  de 
0.15mm  en  avant  ,et  de  0.95"im  en  arrlere.  forme  d'articles  courts, 
transverses;  les  orifices  genitaux  sont  unilateraux;  les  penis 
sont  lisses,  apsez  longs,  larges  de  0.01  o^nm  precedes  par  une 
ample  veslcule  semlnale,  remplle  des  spermatozoides  en  eche- 
veau;  les  oeufs,  presque  globuleux,  ont  irois  enveloppes; 
I'externe  longue  de  0.056mm  a  O.0€omm;  la  moyenne  de  0.064mm: 
rinte-me  de  0.032mm;  I'emibryon,  long  de  0.025mm,  a  des  crochets 
long  de  0.0125mm." 

Airlong  (1875,  pp.  427-431)  claims  to  have  found  the 
same  worm,  although  it  is  not  at  all  evident  why  he 
should  think  his  form  identical  with  Dnjardin's 
species.     He  gives  the  following  characters: 

Head  Is  0.48mm  long  by  0.60mm  broad,  suckers  orbicular  0.20mm 
diameter;  rostelluin  short  43  fi  In  diameter,  with  a  simple  crown 
of  60  hook®  8  fi  long;  neck  5mm  long  by  O.lSmm  broad;  segrments 
much  broader  than  long;  anterior  segments  0.33mm  to  0.37mm 
by  49  fi  to  50  it,  then  lmm»  by  0.12mm;  middle  segments  1.5mm 
(anterior  border)  to  1.8mm  (posterior  border)  by  0.6mm.  Genital 
pores  unilateral  in  anterior  third  of  segment.  Penis  36  /*  by  6 
fi.  Eggs  globular,  outer  memibrane  58  fi  to  64  fi.  Inner  mem- 
brane 30  fi  to  32  fi\  hooks  of  oncosphere  16  fi. 

10.  TABNIA  nCBUTIFORlCIS  PolOBio.   IMO. 

a893.  Mesocestoldes  Inlbutiformie  (Polonio,  1860)  Railliet.) 

[PI.  XX,  te.  263.1 

Diagnosis:  8mm  long,  head  snwJl,  suckers  circular.  Neck  ab- 
sent. Posterior  portion  of  stroblla  thick,  anterior  segments 
linear;  following  segments  bell  or  funnel  shaped;  posterior  seg- 
ments linear  bell-shaped.  Genital  pores  situated  on  one  of  the 
surfaces  of  the  segments.     Development:   Unknown. 
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Hosts:  Wild  geesf^  (Anser  anser)  by  Polonio,  1860;  von  Lln- 
stow  (1878,  p.  156)  records  It  in  domesticated  ducks  (Anas 
boflchas  dom.),  but  I  can  not  trace  his  authority. 

Oeographloal  distribution:  Padua  (by  Polonio).  Polonio  is 
apparently    the  only  author  who  has  seen   this   worm. 

Polonio  (1860A,  p.  22)  gives  the  following  as  original 
diagnosis: 

3.  T.  imbutlformis  Polonio.  Corpus  retrorsi>m  Incrassatum; 
caput  minimum;  acetabulis  orbi<*ularibuH  antlcls;  collum 
nullum;  articuli  supreml  Uneares,  i>osteriores  campanulato-  icn- 
butiformes,  ultlmi  campanulati,  aperturae  genltales  laterales 
elllptlcae.    Lon«r,  0.01. 

Habitaculum:  Anser  ferus,  in  intestlnis,  Octob.  et  Nov. 
Patavli  (Polonio). 

Polonio  (1860B,  p.  121)  simply  mentions  the  parasite  in  his 
list,  and  grives  a  very  unsatisfactory  fl^rure  of  the  worm.  In 
this  figure  a  prominent  body  near  the  lateral  margin  is  looked 
upon  as  the  genital  pore.  This  body  has  much  .-more  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  testicle,  cirrus  pouch,  or  of  a  receptaculum 
se minis  than  It  has  of  a  genl-tal  pore.  I  am  therefore  inclined 
to  doubt  very  much  whether  this  species  is  correctly  placed  by 
Rallliet  (1893,  pp.  313-314)  in  the  genus  Mesocestoides.  Further- 
more, the  form  is  altogether  too  insufficiently  described  to  be 
recognizable.  The  flgure  shows  extreme  contraction  near  the 
head. 

31.  TAENIA   HEOALOPS   Nitxsch,    182f. 

(1825,  Taenia  anatls  marila  Oeplln.) 

[PI.  XX,  figs.  264-2C7.1 

Diagnosis:  Stroiblla  up  to  52n»m  long  by  0.5mm  broad  proxl- 
mally,  and  0.75mm  broad  distally.  Head  very  large,  rather  tet- 
ragonal, 1.4mm  broad;  suckers  0.57mm  to  0.64mm  in  diameter; 
rostellum  absent  (?)  or  not  prominent  and  (?)  without  hooks. 
Anterior  segroents  very  short,  12  times  as  broad  as  lon«;  pos- 
terior segments  twice  as  broad  as  long,  "narrowed  at  the  base, 
spread  In  form  of  a  bell,"  colored  yello>wi8h  by  small  longi- 
tudinal lines.  Genital  pores  unilateral.  Penis  smooth,  tubu- 
lar, 70  /«  by  23  /«  "situated  on  a  very  prominent  and  swollen 
tubercle."  Ova  globular  with  2  membranes;  outer  membrane 
47  ft.  inner  38    u  in  diameter:  oncosphere  32  ft.  hooks  15  ft',  the 
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egrgs  are  scattered  througrh  the  median  portion  of  the  segrmente. 
Development:  Unknown. 

Hosts:  Tame  duck  (Anas  boschas  dom.);  Brazilian  teal  (A. 
braziliensis) :  European  teal  (A.  creoca);  pintail  (Daftla  acuta); 
white-headed  duck  (Eriamatura  leucocep-hala) ;  tufted  duck 
(Aythya  fuligiila);  European  scaup  duck  (A.  marlla);  African 
teal  (A.  nyroca). 

The  chief  character  for  this  worm  is  the  large  head, 
but  it  seems  extremely  doubtful  whether  this  should 
be  taken  as  the  basis  of  a  species.  The  parasite  cer- 
tainly can  not  be  recognized  with  certainty  from  they 
present  description,  and  should  be  considered  as  a 
doubtful  species  until  some  of  the  original  specimens 
can  be  restudied. 

at  TAENIA  NIGROPUNCTATA  Croty,   1890. 
[PI.  XX,  figs.  268-270.1 

Diagrnosis:  Strobila  to  140nun  in  length.  Head  small,  0.382*nm 
broad;  (?)  rostellum  and  hooks  absent;  suckers  0.166min  by 
0.137nnm.  Neck  short,  albout  same  breadth  as  head.  Young 
segments  rectangular,  0.5mm  long  by  imm  broaxi;  older  seg- 
ments almost  quadTUngular,  2"""  long  by  1.5mm  broad;  mature 
segments  2.5mm  to  3mm  long  by  1mm  broad.  Genital  pores  ir- 
regularly aKemate,  sMghtly  posterior  to  the  middle  of  the  mar- 
gin. Male  genitalia:  in  posterior  portion  of  segment,  testicles 
12  in  number,  diameter  68  ft,  equally  distributed  at  sides  of  the 
uterus;  vas  deferens  convoluted  in  its  lateral  portion  and  in- 
flated to  vesicula  seminalis  0.176mm  by  0.098mm  within  the  cirrus 
pouch;  cirrus  pouch  pyriform,  0.313mm  by  0.137mm,  Female 
genitalia:  Ovary  vitellogene  gland,  shell  gland?  At  anterior 
border  of  the  segment  a  spot  Is  observed  in  the  median  line; 
from  this  a  median  stem  runs  distally  and  is  divided  near  the 
height  of  the  ponne  into  two  portions;  the  posterior  portion,  at 
least,  represents  the  uterus.  Ova  62  /*,  with  3  shells;  oncos- 
phere 46  /*  by  40  ^;  hooks  15  ji. 

Host:  Migratory  q-uall  (Ootumix  coturnix). 

as.     TAENIA  8p.   Conard.    MS. 
[PI.  XXI,   figs.  275-276.1 

Mr.  Henrv  S.  Ck)nard  (Haverford  College)  has  re- 
cently  studied  some  tapeworms  from   chickens,  evi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dently  finding  more  than  one  species.  He  has  kindly 
placed  the  following  abstract  of  his  work  upon  one 
of  these  forms  at  my  disposal,  prior  to  the  publication 
of  his  article. 

Head  round-conical,  somewhat  four-angled,  broader  than 
long  (O.O&Smm  to  0.136*nm  long;  0.11"»»n  to  0.192nim  broad).  Aceta- 
bula  round  to  elliptical,  O.Oemm  in  diameter,  directed  slightly 
forward.  Neck  distinct,  terete,  0.5cm  long.  Proglottides  trape- 
zoidal, broader  than  long.  Genital  apertures  marginal,  always 
on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  segment,  slightly  in  front  of  the 
middle.  The  male  organs  comprise  a  tostis;  veslcula  semina- 
lis,  cirrus  sac  and  cirrus,  veslcula  and  cirrus  being  the  most 
prominent  o^ngans  of  the  whole  segment.  Cirrus  very  short, 
roughened  with  minute  prickles  about  perpendicular  to  its  sur- 
face. Female  organs  consist  of  a  narrow  vagina,  large  recep- 
taculm  seminis,  and  a  common  ovary  and  uterus  (See  von  L4n- 
stow,  1893).  Vagina  and  cirrus  sac  are  in  the  jmme  trans- 
verse plane  and  pass  dorsal  to  both  longitudinal  canals. 
Length  36nim;  breadth  0.046mni  to  0.47nim;  thickness  0.(K6mni  to 
O.iismm.  Number  of  segments  about  600,  becoming  as  much  as 
0.39nim  long.  Egg  about  0.026nini  in  diameter;  embryos  eUip- 
soidal,  0.01 6nim  in  diameter;  embryo  ellipsoidal,  aolGmm  by 
0.0226mni;  hooks  about  0.008mm  long. 

Hab:  In  small  intestine  of  common  fowl,  shortly  back  of 
gizzard. 

Mr.  Conard  looks  upon  this  form  as  a  species  of 
Davainea  "with  unilateral  pores/'  although  he  has 
not  as  yet  found  any  liooks  upon  the  head.  Final  de- 
cision regarding  the  form  must  be  reserved  until  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  Conard's  paper. 

FnCBRIARIA  FloUch.  liOt. 

1892,  Kpision   Linton.) 

[PI.  XXI,  fig.  271.-| 

This  genus  was  proposed  first  by  Frolich,  and  later 
by  Linton,  for  tapeworm  with  an  anterior  hammer-like 
extremity.  The  scolex  is  generally  (?  always)  wanting. 
Three  species  F,  malleus  (Goeze,  1782)  Frolich,  F.  mi- 
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trata,  and  E.  pUcatus  have  been  described,  but  most 
authors  include  them  all  under  the  general  term  Taenia 
malleus^  which  some  writers  look  upon  as  a  patholo- 
gical condition  rather  than  a  distinct  species  or  genus. 
34.  F.  malleus  has  been  recorded  from  a  large  num- 
ber of  wild  birds  as  well  as  from  domesticated  fowls, 
but  80  far  as  known  it  does  not  play  any  important 
pathogenic  role.  (Ree  Dujardin,  p.  587,  for  the  earlier 
literature.) 

IDIOOENBS  Knibb«.    1W8. 
[PI.  XXI,  figs.  272-274.1 

The  genus  Idiogenes  with  the  type  and  only  species 
I.  otidis  was  proposed  by  Krabbe  for  a  tapeworm  in 
which  the  scolex  is  wanting;  the  anterior  segments  be- 
come caliciform  and  function  as  a  pseudo-soolex.  (For 
an  anatomical  description  see  Zschokke,  1889,  pp.  114- 
127,  PI.  Ill,  figs.  39-47.) 

This  avian  tapeworm  had  not  yet  been  recorded  from 
l>oultry. 

ADDENDUM. 

During  the  final  pix)of  reading  of  this  paper,  I  have 
received  a  recent  article  by  Railliet  (1896),  in  which 
several  new  propositions  are  made  concerning  certain 
])arasites  mentioned  in  this  repoi-t. 

Dipylidiinae:  The  name  of  the  subfamily,  Cystoi- 
dotaeniae,  is  changed  to  Dipylidinae.  This  change  is 
in  accordance  with  the  International  Code  and  should 
be  adopted,  the  word,  however,  being  written  Dipyli- 
diinae. 

Choanotaenia :  Railliet  proposes  a  new  genus,  with 
Taenia  infundibuliformis  Qoeze  as  type,  In  the  follow- 
ing Words: 
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Lie  Taenia  infundibuliformis  Geoeze,  que  J'avais  place  prov- 
isoirement  dans  le  genre  Drepanidotaenia,  s'en  distingue  par 
le  grand  nombre  des  testicules,  et  d'une  maniere  generale  par 
la  constitution  de  Tappareil  reproducteur  (Crety).  II  merite 
done  do  devenir  le  type  d'iin  nouveau  genre  Choanotaenia  (de 
Xdavov  entonnoir).  Ch.  Infundifbuliformis,  Intestin  de  la  poule. 
(P.  159.) 

Although  I  recognized  the  great  difference  in  organ^ 
ization  between  T.  infundibuliformis  (as  described  by 
Crety)  and  the  other  species  of  Taenia  which  have  been 
placed  in  Drepanidotaenia,  and  am  inclined  to  consider 
it  generically  distinct  from  these  worms  (see  p.  612), 
and  although  I  have  the  highest  regard  for  the  opin- 
ion of  my  colleague  and  for  his  keen  foresight,  parti- 
cularly in  systematic  questions,  I  prefer  to  reserve 
judgment  upon  his  new  genus  until  its  type  species 
and  a  few  allied  forms  are  more  thoroughly  under- 
stood,  especially  as  it  appears  to  me  that  T.  Infundi- 
buliformis, as  determined  by  various  authors,  is  rather 
a  heterogenous  and  collective  species. 

Dicranotaenia  spheuoides:  Railliet  correctly  sup- 
presses the  specific  name  cuneata  Linstow  nee  Batch 
(see  p.  595). 

EXPL.ANATION    OF    CHART. 

In  the  following  chart  I  have  given  the  records  of 
the  tapeworms  found  in  the  domesticated  poultry  and 
in  the  allied  wild  birds.  The  sign  <L  signifies  that  the 
parasite  is  recorded  only  for  domesticated  birds,  \'  for 
wild  birds.  O  both  domesticated  and  wild  birds. 

The  names  of  the  hosrts  are  given  at  the  left,  those 
of  the  parasites  at  the  top.  The  first  row  of  numbers 
refers  to  the  numbers  in  the  A.  O.  U.  check  list  of 
North  American  birds,  the  second  column  of  numbers 
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to  the  corresponding  numbers  in  von  Linstow's  Com 
pendium  of  Helminthology  (1878,  1^89). 

For  the  revision  of  the  host  names  I  am  indebted  to 
Drs.  Fisher  and  PaUner,  of  the  Division  of  Ornithology. 
As  many  of  the  host  names  used  by  helminthologists 
are  not  used  by  modem  ornithologists,  these  gentle- 
men have  traced  out  the  iM*oper  names  of  the  birds  in 
question  from  the  host  names  given  in  helminthologi- 
cal  articles. 

In  noting  the  species  of  parasites  under  the  various 
hosts,  it  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  determine  v^rhat 
records  should  be  accepted  and  what  ones  should  be 
rejected.  As  nearly  all  of  the  older  records  are  based 
upon  determinations  by  external  form  instead  of  in- 
ternal anatomy,  I  believe  the  time  has  come  when  we 
should  begin  an  entirely  new  series  of  records  of 
hosts.^ 

All  records  of  tapeworms,  except  in  the  case  of  type 
specimens  where  the  determination  has  been  made 
solely  upon  external  form,  should,  I  believe,  be  taken 
only  as  approximate  and  provisional. 

iThis  can  easily  be  accomplished  if  helmlnthologrlsts  will  des- 
ignate all  new  records  in  some  way.  In  the  Revision  of  the 
Adult  Cestodes  of  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  AiUied  Animals,  and  also 
in  my  recent  article  on  Fasciola  magna,  I  have  commenced 
such  a  new  series  of  host  determinations  for  the  parasites  of 
the  domesticated  animals  by  starring  (♦)  the  parasites  under 
each  host  in  those  cases  where  I  have  examined  the  species 
of  parasites  from  the  hoet  in  question  (or  from  material  said 
to  have  come  from  that  host,  as  T.  dentlculata,  for  instance. 
This  latter  record  Is,  in  my  opinion,  erroneous.) 
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DES0iai>T10N  OF  PLATE8. 


Plate  I.   Figs.  1-11.— Cotugnia  digonopora. 

Fig.    1.  Head  and  neck.    x8. 

Fig.    2.  Head  and  neck  In  press  pref)aratlon.    Zeiss  2,  A. 

Fig.    3.  View   of   armed    rostellum,    enface,    press   preparation; 

xjgl.,   ?  glandiiJar  cells  of  rostellum.    Zeiss  3,  C. 
Fig.    4.  View  of  hooks  on   rostellum.    Zeiss  2,   1-12. 
Fig.    6.  Side  view  of  isolated  hook.    Zeiss  3,  1-12. 
Fig.    6.  Four  young  segments   with   genital  anlagen.    x8. 
Fig.    7.  Three   young  segments:    d.,   vas   deferens;    ov.,   ovary. 

Zeiss.  1,   a3. 
Fig.    8.  Segments   from   middle  of   strobila   with   organs   more 

completely  developed:   d.,  vas  deferens;   t.,   testicles; 

tp.,  cirrus  pouch;  ov.,  ovary.    Zeiss  I,  a3. 
Fig.    9.  Still   older  segments  in   which   the    "ovaric    capsules" 

C^egg  sacs)   are  developing:  ag.,    genital  pore;    co., 

"ovaric  capsules"=:egg  sacs;   d.,   vas    deferens;    av., 

ovary;  p.,  cirrus;  tp.,  cirrus  pouch;  v.,  vagina.    Zeiss 

1.  a2. 
Fig.  10.  End  segments  with  oncosphere:  ag.,  genital  pore;  co., 

eggs. 
Fig.  11.  Longitudinal  section  of  mature   segment:   co.,   "ovaric 

capsules,, =egg  sacs;  em.,  oncosphere;  le,  eggshell;  g., 

eggshell;    pr.,    parenchyma.    Zelps    2.    1-12. 
All  figures  from  Pasquale,  1890,  figs.  1-11. 

Plate   II,   Figs.   12-29.— Cotugnia   bifaria  and    Amabilla   lamelli- 

gera. 

[Figs.   12-17.   Cotugnia  bifaria,  after  Munticelli,  1891.  Taf.  VIII. 
figs.   8-13.] 

Fig.  12.  Head   and   anterior   segments,   greatly   enlarged.     Mon- 

tlcelli,  flff.  8. 
Fig.  13.  Young   se«rnuiits.    enlarged   on    same   scale.     Montlcelll, 

flg.  9. 
Ki^.  14.  Middle   sesiiifnts     ciilurgt'd    un    j^anx*   scale.     Montioelll, 

flir.   10. 
F\^.  If).   Knd    Regment.**.     enlarged    on    Ham<-    scaK'.     ^Tontlelelli, 

fiir.    11. 
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Fig.  16.  Segment  mounted  In  glycerine  and  acetic  add,  showing 
genital  organs;  ag.,  genital  pore;  df.,  vas  deferens; 
ov.,  ovary;  rse.,  vesicula  semlnalis;  t..  testicles;  v., 
vagina,     (Ireatly   enlarged.     Montlcelll.    fig.   12. 

Fig.  17.  Armed    cirrua,    greatly    enlarged.     Monticelli,    flg.    13. 

[Figs.     18-20.    Amablila     lameWigera.    Owen's     (1833)     original 
figures.] 

Fig.  18.  Adult  stro-blla,   natural  size.    Owen's   fig.   21. 

Fig.  19.  "Four  segments  of  the  same  magnified."  Owens  fig. 
22. 

Fig.  20.  "Longitudinal  section  of  3  posterior  segments,  show- 
ing the  ova  collected  near  the  base  of  the  lemniscus." 
Owen's  flg.  23. 

Plate  III,    Figs,   21-86.^Dicranotaenia   coronula,   Dioranotaenia 
aequafbilis,  Dicranotaenia  furdgera,  and  Taenia  conlca. 

[Figs.  21-28.    Dicranotaenia  coronula:  21-24  after  Krabbe.  1869; 
25-38  after  Mrazek,  1890.] 

Fig.  21.  Anterior    portHon    of    scolex    with    hooks.    x240.    After 

Krabbe.  1869,  Tab.  VIII,  flg.  216.     Host:  Domesticated 

duck. 
Fig.  22.  Isolated  hook.    x920.     After  Krabbe,  1869.  Tab.  VIII,  flg. 

217. 
Fig.  23.  Isolated   ovum    with   oncosphere.     x240.     After    Krabbe. 

Tab.  VIII,  1869,  fig.  218. 
Fig.24.  Isolated  hook.    x920.    After  Krabbe,  1869,  Tab.  VIII,  fig. 

219.    From     Coll.      Slebold.    Host:     European     golden 

eye  (Glaucionetta  clangula). 

[Figs.    25-28.    Cysticercoids    from    Cypris    ovum    and    C.    com- 

pressa. 

Fig.  25.  Fully  developed  larva,  showing  the  scolex  Invaglnated 
.   in  the  cyst;  and  the  long  tail  with  the  6  oncospheric 

hookF;  ex.,   excretory  system:   h..  cuticle;  cu7  "pores 

of   the   cuticle"    or    ?    muscles;    hp.,    hypodermls;    p.. 

parenchyma    of    neck,     with     calcareous     corpuscles. 

After  Mrazek,  1890,  Tab.  V.  flg.  11. 
Fig.  26.  Another    view    of    a    cystlcercoid.     After    Mrazek.    1890. 

Tab.   V.   flg.   12. 
Fig.  27.  .1-".  iFolated    hooks.     After    Mrazek.    1890.    Tab.    V.    flg. 

13a-c. 

41   TT 
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Pi^r.  28a-c.  Oncospheric  hooks.  After  Mrazek.  1890.  Tab.  V.  ttg. 
14a-c. 

[Figs.   29-30.    Dicranotaenia   aequabllis.l 

Fig.  29.  Five  liooks  from  tlie  rostellum.  xlMO.  Afltr  Krabbe, 
1869.  Tab.  VIII.  fig.  212.  from  Rudolphls  original  ma- 
terial In  the  Berlin  Museum. 

Fig.  30.  Isolated  hook  from  the  rostellum.  x920.  After  Krabbe, 
1869.  Tab.  VIII.  fig.  213,  from  specimen  in  Creplins 
collection. 

[Figs.    31-34.    Dicranotaenia    furclgeia.] 

Fig.  31.  Isolated  hook  from  the  rostellum.  x20.  After  Dujar- 
din,    1846,    PI.   IX.    Fig.    A.     Host:   WiW   duck. 

Fig.  32.  Isolated  hook  from  the  rostellum.  x920.  After  Krabbe, 
1869.  Tab.  VIII.  fig.  206,  from  Nitxsch's  original  ma- 
terial.    (See   Rudolphi,  1819.   p.  528.)     Host:   Mallard. 

Fig.  33.  Ovum  with  oncosphere.  x240.  After  Krabbe,  1869.  Tab. 
VIII,    fig.   207,    from    Nitzsch's   original    material. 

Fig.  34.  Ten  hooks  on  roslelluoi.  x240.  After  Krabbe.  1869. 
Tab.  VIII.  fig.  205.  fiom  material  collected  In  Iceland 
in  1863.    Host:  Mallard. 

Fig.  35-36.    Taenia  conicar=?  Dicranotaenia  furclgera.  | 

Fig.  35.  Natural   size:   a,    head;   b,   roAeHum;    c.     body.     After 

Molln.  Tab.  VII,  fig.  1. 
Fig.  36.  Enlarged.     After   Molln,    1861,   Tab.   VII,    fig.   2. 

Plate  IV,   Figs.  37-53.— Dicranotaenia  sphenoides  and  Drepani- 
dotaenla   lanceolata. 

Figs.  37-42.     Dicranotaenia  nphenoldes. 

Fig.  37.  Stroblla,    natural   size.     After    von    Liinstow.   1872,    Taf. 

III.  fig.  9a,  of  Taenia  cuneata. 
Fig.  38.  Scolex    and    anterior    segments,    enlarged.     After    von 

Linstow.  1872.  Taf.  III.  fig.  9.  of  T.  cuneata. 
Fig.  39.  Isolated  hook  from  the  rostellum.     After  von  Linstow. 

1872.  Taf.  Ill,  fig.  10.  T.  cuneata. 
Fig.  40.  Cysticercoid  from  an  earthworm.     Koritska.  oe.  3,  obj. 

4.     After  Grassi  &  Rovelli.   1892.   Tav.   IV,   fig.   12. 
Fig.  41.  TransA-erse   section   of  the  same:   cav..    "cavity  of  the 

gaptrula:"  cis.,  cyst;  par.  est.,  external  wall;  par.  int.. 

internal  wall;  ros..  rofrtellum:  v»en.,  sucker.    Koritska. 

oc.  3,  obj.  7.    After  Grassi  Rovelli,  \H9Z.  Tav.  IV.  fig. 
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Figr.  42.  Three  hooks  (b,  c,  and  d)  from  rostellum  of  T.  cuneata; 
Korltska,  oc.  3,  obj.  8;  a  fourth  hook  (a)  greatly  en- 
largred.    After  Grassi  &  Rovelll,  1892,  Tax.  IV,  Hg.  13. 

[Figs.    43-53.    DrepanWotaenia   lanceolata.] 

Fig.  43.  Original  type  figure-    After  Bloeh,  1782.  Tab.  I,  fig.  5. 
Fig.  41.  Anterior  portion,   enlarged.    After   Bloch,   1782.   Tab.   1, 

fig.  6. 
Fig.  45.  Worm  from  a  goose.    Natural  size.    After  Goeze,  1782. 

Tab.  XXIX,  fig.  3. 
Fig.  46.  The    eight    hqoks    upon     the     rostellum.      x240.      After 

Krabbe,  1869,  Tab.  VI  fig.  143. 
Fig.  47.  Two    Isolated    hooks.    x920.    After    Krabbe.    1869,    Tab. 

VI,  flg.  144. 
Fig.  48.  Extruded  cirrus.     After  Feuerelsen,  1868,  Taf.  X,  fig.  8. 
Fig.  49.  Cirrus  pouch  with  cirruH.     After  Feuereiseiu  1868.  Taf. 

X,   fig.   9. 
Fig.  50.  Isolated     segment:     a,     cirrus     pouch;     c,     testicle;    i, 

vitellogene  gland;  k,  ovary;  m,  receptaculum  semiinis 

and   vagina.    After  Feuerelsen,   1868,   Taf.   X,   flg.   17. 

Some  misinterpretations  have  undountedly  been  made 

In  thfs  figure.    The  gemltal  system)  must  be  restudied. 
Fig.  51.  Head    and    anterior    segments.     xlOO.      After     RalUlet, 

1886,  fig.  163A;  also  RalUlet,  1893,  flg.  195 A. 
Flg.  52.  Ovoim  with  oncosphere.    x300.    After  Rallliet,   1886,   flg. 

163B;  also  Kailliet  1893,   fig.  195  B. 
Flg.  53.  Hea»d    and    anterior   segiments.    xlOO.     After     Megnin. 

1881,  PI.  IV,  fig.  3. 

Plate    V,  Figs.  54-66.— -Drepanldotaenia  lanceolata  and  Drepan- 
Idoteania  fasclata. 

[Figs.    54-55.    Drepanidotaenia    lanceolata.] 

Fig.  54.  Transverse   section    of    seg^ment.    x20.    After    Megnin. 

1881,   PI.  IV,   fl€r.  6. 
Fig.  66.  Isolated  cirrus.     x50.     After  Megnin.  1881.  PI.  IV,  flg.  7. 

[Figs.   56-66.    Drepanidotaenia   fasclata.] 

Flg.  56.  Rostellum  with  6  of  the  8  hooks.    x240.    After  Krabbe. 

1869,  Tab.  VII,  flg.  156. 
Flg.  57.  Isolated  hook.    x920.    After  Krabbe,  1869,  Tab.  VII.  flg. 

157. 
Fig.  58.  Head    with    extended    rostellum     possessing    8     hooks. 

After  Feuerelj«en  ,1868,   Taf.  X,  flg.  1.    ("T.  setlgera" 

=Drep.  fasciata.) 
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Fig.  69.  Isolated  hook.  After  Feuerelsen,  1868.  Taf.  X,  fig.  2. 
("T.  8€tigera"=:Drep.  fasciata.) 

Fig.  60.  Cirrus  pouch.  After  Feuerelsen,  1868.  Taf.  X.  fig.  4. 
("T.   setigera'*=Drep.   fasciata.) 

Figs.  61-62.  Cirrus  from  above  and  from  ihe  sidle.  After 
Feurerelsen.  1868.  Figs.  5.  6.  ("T.  setlgera^^Drep. 
fasciata.) 

Figs.  63-66.  Isolated  segments:  a,  cirrus  pouch;  b,  genital  pore; 
c.  testicles;  d,  cirrus;  e.  vas  deferens  and  vesicula 
semlnalls;  g,  vagina;  h,  genital  cloaca;  i,  vltellogene 
glands;  k,  ovary;  m,  receptaculutn  seminls;  n,  uterus 
(?).  After  Feuerelsen,  1868.  Taf.  X,  figs.  10-13.  Feuer- 
elsen has  probably  misinterpreted  some  of  these 
organs  and  they  should  be  restudied. 

Plate  VI,   Figs.   67-76.— Drepanldotaenla   fasciata. 

Fig.  67.  Body  of  Cyclops  agUis,  containing  a  larval  tapeworm. 

After  Mrazek,  1890.  Tab.  V,   fig.   1. 
Fig.  68.  Larval  tapeworm,  with  enormously  long  tall.  Isolated 

from    the    crustacean.    After    M-razek,    1890,    Tab.    V. 

flff.   2. 
Fig.  69.  (  ?  Side  view.)Af ter  Mraz^,  1890.  Tab.  V,  fig.  3. 
Fig.  7a  Cystlcercold,   with   anterior  portion  of  the  tall.    After 

Mrazek,  1890,   Tab.   V.  fig.  5. 
F5gB.71-72.    Hooks    from    rostellum^    greatly    magnified.    After 

Mrazek,  1890,  Tab.  V,  figs.  7-8. 
Figs.  73-75.  Hooks  as  seen  In  position  on  the  Tostellum.    After 

Mrazek,  1890,  Tab.   V,  figs,  6  and  9a-b. 
Fig.  76.  After  Mrazek,  1890,  Tab.  V,  fig.  10. 

Plate  VII,  Figs.  77-91.— Drepanldotaenla  fasciata  and  Drepanl- 
dotaenla   gracilis. 

{Figs.  77-79.    Drepanldotaenla  fasciata.] 

Fig.  77.  Cystlcercold    with    anterior     portion      of     tall.      After 

Mrazek,  1890,  Tab.  V  ,flg.  4. 
Fig.  78.  Cystlcercold  with  extended  head;  the  oncospherlc  hooks 

are  still  visible  In  the  tall.    After  Mrazek.  1891.  Tab. 

V.   fig.   1. 
Fig.  79.  Isolated    hook    from    rostellum.     After     Mrazek.     1891. 

Tab.  V,  fig.  2. 

[Figs.   80-91.     Drepanldotaenla  gracilis.] 

Fig  80.  "Taenia  collo  longlssimo."  After  Bloch.  1872.  Taf.  III. 
fig.   3.     Is   perhaps  identical   with  Drep.   gracilis. 
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Fig.  81.  Head    of   same,    enlarged.     After    Bloch.    1782.    Taf.    111. 

ng.  i. 
Fig.  82.  Anterior   portion    of    head,    showing   the   arrangement 

of  the  hoolts  upon  the  rostellum.    x240.  After  Krabbe, 

1869,  Tab.  VIII,  fig.  154. 
Fig.  S3.  Isolated  hook.    x920.     After  Krabbe.  1S69.   flg.   155. 
Fig.  84.  Strobila,    natural    size.    After     von     LLnstow,     1872A, 

Taf.  XXI,   fig.  3.    Host:  Goosander. 
Pig.  85.  Head.    x90.    After  von  LInstow,  1872A,  Taf.  XXI.  flg.  5. 
Fig.  86.  Isolated    hook.    x600.    After   von    Linstow,    1872A.    Taf. 

XXI,  flg.  2. 
Fg.  87.  End    of    proglottid    with    extruded    ctrrus.    xl50.    After 

von  Linstow;  1872A  Taf.  XXI,  fig.  4. 
Fig.  88.  Head   of   Taenia   gracilis   tadornae   from   the   common 

sheldrake   (Tadorna   tadorna).    After   Lonnberg,   1889, 

PI.  I,  fig.  1. 
Fig.  89.  Free  cystlcercoJd  in  the  perch  (Perca  fluvlatllls).    x350. 

After  von  Linstow,  1872A,  PI.  XXI,  flg.  1. 
Fig.  90.  Excretory  system  of  the  head  and  neck     After  Mrazek, 

1891,  Tab.  V,  flg.  16.    Zeiss  3.  D. 
Fig.  91.  End  cell  of  excretory  system.    After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab. 

V,  fig.  17.     Zeiss  3,  F. 

Plate    VIII,    Figs.    92-99.— Drepanldotaenia    gracilis. 

Fig.  92.  A  cysti9ercoid  in  process  of  development.  A  differen- 
tiation Is  noticed  into  the  body  and  the  tall,  and  a 
small  knob  is  noticed  on  the  anterior  extremity.  The 
6  oncospheric  hoo'ks  are  present  in  the  tail.  After 
Mrazek,  1891.  Tab.  VI,  fig.  25. 

Fig.  93.  Another  stage  of  the  cysticercold.  An  invagination  is 
noticed  on  the  anterior  extremity;  the  middle  portion 
of  the  body  is  occupied  by  a  cavity  filled  with  a 
spongy  tissue.    After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  VI,  fig.  26. 

Fig.  94.  Cj'sticercoid  with  the  anterior  portion  of  the  tail:  h., 
peripheral  hyaline  layer;  e.,  excretory  canals;  pr., 
vibratory  cells  (see  PI.  VII,  fig),  "Pronephrlostomes." 
Zeiss  3,.D.    After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  V.   fig.  13. 

Fig.  95.  Normal  form  of  hook.  Zeiss  3,  F.  After  Mrazek,  1891, 
Tab.  V,  fig.  14. 

Figs.  96-98.  Three  hooks,  with  \-ariously  arranged  chltln.  Zeiss 
3.  D.    After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  V,  flg.  15a-c. 

Flg.  99.  A  cysticercold  with  extended  head:  r..  rostellum;  c, 
cyst:  pr.,  tall  with  oncospheric  hooks.  Zeiss  1,  D. 
After  Mrazek,   1891.   Tab.  VI,   flg.   18. 
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Plate  IX,   Figs.   100-111.— Drepanidotaenla  anatina. 

Pig.  100  Rostellum  with  5  of  the  10  hooks.    x240.    After  Krabbe, 
1869,  Tab.  VI,  flg.  114. 

Pig.  101.  Isolated  hook.    x920.    After  Krabbe,  1869,  Tab.  VI.  ftg. 
115. 

Fig.  102.    Oviwn.    x240.    After  Krabbe,  1869,  Tab  VI,  ftg.  116. 

Fig.  103.  Transverse  section  of  a  portion  of  one  segrment.  to 
show  the  anatomy:  h.,  testicles;  vd..  vas  deferens; 
bk.,  fertilization  canal;  ut.,  utenis;  Im.,  longitudinal 
muscles;  e.  bl.,  vesicula  semlnalls;  gz.,  ganglion  cells; 
p.  s.,  praeputial  sac;  c,  cirrus;  cb.,  cirrus  pouch;  1. 
k.,  longitudinal  canals;  (small  dorsal  canal;  large 
ventral  canal);  r.  sem.,  receptaculum  semlnia;  ov., 
ovary;  elg.,  oviduct;  d.  st.,  vitellogene  gland;  d.  g., 
vitello-duct ;  sch.  dr.,  shell  gland;  af.,  canal  of  same. 
After  Schmidt,  1894.  Taf.  VI.  Fig.  C. 

Fig.  104.  Ovum  with  oncosphere.  After  Schmidt,  1894,  Taf.  VI, 
flg.  1. 

Fig.  105.  The  oncosphere  has  developed  into  a  round  mass  in 
which  a  cavity  appears.  After  Schmidt,  1894,  Taf. 
VI.  flg.  2. 

Fig.  106.  Stage  in  which  the  round  mass  has  become  elongate; 
ebl.,  terminal  vesicle.  After  Schmidt.  1894.  Taf.  VI. 
flg.   3. 

Fig.  107.  Stage  with  anlage  of  the  rostellum  and  suckers;  the 
body  has  become  constricted  Into  the  scolex.  cyst, 
and  tail;  the  excretory  system  Is  partly  developed. 
After  Schmidt,  1894,  Taf.  VI.  flgr.  4. 

Fig.  108.  Transverse  section  In  the  second  period  of  develop- 
ment.   After  Schmidt,  1894,  Taf.  VI.  Fig.  a. 

Flg.  109.  Longitudinal  section  of  a  later  stage  of  the  second 
period  of  development.  After  Schmidt.  1894,  Taf.  VI. 
Flg.  b. 

Fig.  110.  Extended  cysticercoid;  s.,  anterior  point  of  rostellum; 
r.,  rostellum;  ex.,  excretory  organ;  h.  r.,  posterior 
rostellum  sac,  ebl.,  terminal  vesicle.  After  Schmidt, 
1894,  Taf.  VI,  Fig.  B. 

Fig.  111.  Two  isolated  hooks  from  the  rostellum.  After  Mrazek, 
1891,  Tab.  VI,  fig.  20. 
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Plate  X.  Figs.  112-12 Ib.—Drepanidotaenia  anatlna  and  Drepanl- 
dotaenia  slnuosa. 

[Figrs.  112-115.    Drepanidotaenla  anatina.l 

Fig.  112.  CysticCTcold  with  anterior  portion  of  the  tail:  rm.. 
circular  muscles;  p.,  (third),  parenchymatlc  layer; 
h.,  fourth  layer=neck;  hr.,  posterior  rostellum  sac; 
r.,  rostellum;  ex.,  excretory  system.  After  Schmidt, 
1894,  Taf.  VI,  Fig.  A. 

Fig.  11 3.  Cystlcercold  with  anterior  portion  of  the  tail;  h.,  peri- 
pheral layer;  ku.,  cuticle;  vH.,  muscular  fibers;  pchi., 
paranchymatic  layer;  v42.,  second  layer  of  fibers; 
pch2.,  internal  paranchymatic  layer  (=  neck)  with 
calcareous  corpuscles  (v);  e.,  excretory  apparatus; 
pr..  caudal  appendage;  J.,  nuclei  of  cells  In  the  tall; 
he,  hooks  of  oncosphere.  Zeiss  3,  D.  After  Mrazek, 
1891,  Tab.  VI,  fig.  19. 

Fig.  114.  Isolated  young  hook.  After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  VI. 
fig.   21. 

Fig.  115.  Ten  hooks  taken  from  the  outline  of  cyst  of  cystlcer- 
cold, showing  the  hooks  In  position  on  the  rostellum. 
After  Mrazek,  1891.  Tab.  VI,  fig.  22. 

[Figs.  116-124«b.    Drepanidotaenla  slnuoea.) 

Fig.  116.  A  young  worm,  natural  size.    After  Zeder,  1800,  Tab. 

Ill,  fig.  5. 
F:g.  117.  Distal  end  of  a  young  worm  enlarged,  a,  b,  two  knobs. 

After  Zeder,  1800.  Tab.  Ill,  fig.  6. 
Fig.  118.  An  adult  worm,  natural  size.    After  Zeder,  1800,  Tab. 

Ill,  fig.  7. 
Fig.  119.  Short  segments  enlarged.    After  Zeder.  1800,  Tab.  Ill, 

fig.  8. 
Fig.  120.  Scolex  enlarged:   f,   the  long  rostellum  with   hooks;  c 

c,   d   d.   suckers;  a  a,   b  b,   neck.    After  Zeder,  1800, 

Tab.  Ill,  fig.  9. 
Fig.  121.  Two  large  segment?,  enlarged:  a  a,  b  b,  the  "vermi- 
form sacs;"   c  c,   cirri;   d,    posterior  corners   of  the 

segments.    After  Zeder,  1800,  Tab.  Ill,  fig.  10. 
Fig.  122.  Isolated   eggs,   enlarged.    After  Zeder,   1800,   Tab.   Ill, 

fig.  11. 
F'.g.  123.  Fostellum  of  Drep.  slnuosa     x240.     After  Krabbe,  1869, 

Tab.  Vn.  fig.  151. 
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Fig.  124.  Two  isolated  hooks.  x92C.  a.  from  a  parasite  in  the 
domesticated  duck;  b,  from  a  parasite  In  the  mal- 
lard.   Afier  Krabbe.  1869.  Tab.  VJI.  fig.  I62a-b. 

Plate    XI,    F;k8.    1 25 - 1 ;».— 'Ore pan Ido taenia    slnuosa. 

Ki«^.  l::;i.  Seg-ment    with   genital   organs    and     extruded     cirrus. 

xHo.     After  Krabbe,   1869,   Tab.   Vll,   flg.   153. 
Fig.  126.  Bloch'8  original  figure  of  "Taenia  collar!  nigro,"  from 
the  domesticated  duck;  possibly  Identical  with  Drep. 
sinuosa.    After  Bloch,  1782.  Taf.   IV.  flg.  11. 
Fig.  127.  Anterior  portion  of  the  same,  enlarged.    After  Bloch. 

1782.  Taf.  IV.  flg.  12. 
Flg.  128.  Segments   from    the   middle   of     the    same,     enlarged. 

After  Bloch,  178?.  Taf.  IV,  flg.  13. 
Fig.  129.  Cirrus.    x210.     After     Dujardin,     1846.     PI.     9,    Fig.    D. 

Host:  Goose. 
F.g.  130.  A   Cyclops   viridis  containing  3  cystioercoids  of  Drep. 
sinuosa:   vc,   eggs.    Zeiss  3.   A.    After  Mrazek,   1891. 
Tab.  V,  flg.   7. 
Flg.  131.  Isolated   cysticercold.   to   show   the   proportional   sizes 
of  the  cyst  and  the  tail.     Zeiss  3.  A.    After  Mrazek. 
1891,  Tab.  V,  flg.  8. 
Flg.  132.  Isolated    hook,    greatly    enlarged.    Zeiss    3,    F.    After 

Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  V.  flg.  10. 
Fig.  133a-c.  Young  stages  of  hooks.    Zeiss  3.  F.    After  Mrazek, 

1891,  Tab.  V,  fig.  11. 
Fig.  134.  Two  isolated  hooks  of  a  cysticercoid  which  otherwise 
corresponds  in  form  to  Drep.  sinuosa.  The  form,  and 
size  (36  u)  of  these  hooks  resemble  those  of  Drep. 
setigera.  Zeiss  3,  P.  After  Mrazek,  1891.  Tab.  V,  flg. 
12. 
Flg.  135.  Cysticercold  with  anterior  portion  of  tail,  drawn  from 

life.    Zeiss  3,  D.    After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  V,  flg.  9. 
Fig.  136.  Two    Isolated    hooks    from   fully    developed    scolex   of 
cysUcercold.    Zeiss   3,    F.     After   Hamann.   1889,   Taf. 
I.   fig.   9. 
Fig.  137.  The  10  hooks  of  the  roatellum   In  position. Zeiss  3,   F. 

After  Hamann,  1889,  Taf.  I,  fig.  lo. 
Fig.  138.  Calcareous    corpuscles    from    the    parenchyma    of   the 
scolex.    Zeiss    3,    F.    After    Ha;mann.    1889.    Taf.    I, 
fig.   11. 
Fig.  139.  A  hook  of  the  oncosphere  from  the  tall  of  a  cysticer- 
cold.    After  Hamann,  1889,  Taf.  I,  fig.  12. 
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Plate  XII,  Figs.  140-152.— Drep-anidoiaenia  sinuosa,  Drepanl- 
dotaenia  setigera,  and  Taenia  Krabbei  Kowalewski  nee 
Moniez. 

[Figs.    140-14C.     Drepanldotafnia    sinuo^a.] 

FIk«.  140-142.  Three  succesaive  stages  in  the  developm<*nt  of  the 

cyatlceroid    In    Gummarus   pulex.     Zeiss   1,    A.     After 

Hamann,   1SS9,   Taf.   1,   flgs.   4,  5,  6. 
Fig.  143.  Median  longitudinal  section  through  fig.  140.    Zeiss  4, 

A.    After  Hamann,  1889,  Taf.  I,  flg.  7. 
Fig.  144.  Median    longitudinal   section    through    a   stage   nearly 

corresponding  to  flg.  142.    Zeiss  4,  4.    After  Hamann, 

1889,  Taf.  I.  flg.  8. 
Flg.  145.  Fully   developed   cysticercoid,   surrounded   by   its   tail, 

s.   and  a  cyst  h.    Zeiss  3,   A.    After  Hamann,   1889, 

I,   flg.  1. 
Fig.  146.  The   same   without     surrounding   cyst.      Zeiss     3.     A. 

After  Hamann.  1889,  Taf.  I,  flg.  3. 

[Figs.    147-150.     Drepanldotaenia    setigera.] 

Fig.  147.  Scolex    with   6   of   the   10  hooks.     x240.     After   Krabbe, 

1869,   Tab.  VI,   flg.  117.    Host:  Domesticated  goose. 
Fig.  148.  Isolated    hook    of    sanne.    x920.    After    Krabbe,    1869, 

Tab.  VI,  flg.  118. 
Flg.  149.  Isolated   hook   from   Rudolphis  1819.  p.  700B,   "Taenia 

Tab.  VI,  flg.  120. 

sinuosa"=I>rep.    setigera.    x920.    After    Krabbe.    1869, 
Flg.  150.  CMrrus.    x240.    After  Krabbe,   1869,  Tab.   VI,   flg.   119. 

[Figs.    151-152.    Taenia    Krabbei    Kowalewski    nee    Moniez.] 

Fig.  151.  Two   isolated   hooks  of  a   tapeworm,    which    Krabbe 

(1869,  p.  290)  found  in  a  goose  and  determined  as  "T. 

setigera?;"  this  form  has  since  been  described  as  T. 

Krabbei   by   Kowalewski,   1895.    x920.    After  Krabbe, 

1869,  Tab.   VI,  flg.  121. 
Flg.  152.  Two  isolated  hooks  from  T.  Krabbei  Kowalewski,  1895 

[nee   Moniez,    1879.]    xlOOO.    After   Kowalewski,    1896. 

Tab.  VIII,  flg.  27. 

Plate  Xlll,  Figs  153-164. — ^Drepanldotaenia  sinuosa  and  Drep- 
anldotaenia setigera. 

Flg.  153.  Drepanldotaenia  sinuosa.  Cysticercoid  with  anterior 
portion  of  tail;  a,  b,  c,  d,  layers  of  the  cuticle. 
Glycerine  preparation.  Zeiss  I,  D.  After  Hamann. 
1889.  Taf.    I,   flg.  2.     Host:  Gammarus  pulex. 
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[F\gs.  154-164.    Drepanldotaenia  setigr^ra.] 

Fig.  154.  Adult  wcrm.  natural  size.  After  Frolich,  1789,  Tab. 
IV,  fig.  1. 

Fig.  1S5.  Head  of  same,  enlarged,  with  (a)  rostelliwn  and  (b) 
Buckers.    After  Frolich,  1789,  Tab.  iV,  flg.  2. 

Fig.  156.  Three  young  segments  of  same,  greatly  enlarged. 
After  Frolich.  1789,  Tab.   IV.   flg.  3. 

Fig.  157.  Six  segments  from  posterior  end,  enlarged,  with  (a) 
extruded  or  (b)  pa:i:ly  extruded  cirri.  After  FroUch, 
1789.    Tab.    IV,    flg.    4. 

Figs.  IfiS-ieO.  Three  Isolated  segments  with  genital  organs:  a. 
cirrus  pouch:  c.  testicles;  e,  vas  deferens  with  vesl- 
cula  seminaUs;  g,  vagina;  i.  vitellogene  gland;  k, 
ovary;  m,  receptaculum  semlnl.s.  After  Feuerelsen, 
1868,  Taf,  X.  figs.  14,   15.  16.  of  "Taenia  faaclata." 

Flg.  161.  Hook  from  scolex.  After  Feuerelsen.  1868.  Taf.  X, 
flg.  3. 

Flg.  162.  Transverse  j?ectl<m  of  segment:   p..  ciirus;  v.,  vagina; 
1.    m..    longitudinal    muscles;    k..    excretory    (longitu- 
dinal)   canals;    ov..      o\mry.     Harthack2.      2.      After 
Lonnberg.  1889.  Taf.  I,  flg.  7. 
Flg.  163.  Cystlcercold.  with  veiy  long  tall,   from  Cyclops  brevl- 

caudatus.     After  von   IJnstow.  1S92B.  fig.  1. 
Fig.  161.  Hook  from  the  Fame.     After  von  I^lnstovv,  1892.   flg.  2. 

Plate   XIV,    Figs.     165-186.— D.-eipanldotaenla     tenulrostrls     and 
Drepanldotaenia  infundlbullformis. 

[Figs.  165-172.    Drepanldotaenia  tenulrostrls.] 

Fig.  165.  Cystlcercold    with    tall.    x325.    After     Hamiann,     1889. 

Fig.  A.    From  the  body  cavity  of  Gammanis  pulex. 
Fig.  166.  Calcareous  corpuscles  of  same.    x800.    After  Hamann, 

1889.  Fig.  B. 
Flg.  167.  Hooks    from    the      roFtellum.     x800.     After      Hamann. 

1889.  Fig.  C. 
Fig.  168.  Cystice-Pcold  with  long  tall.     Zeiss  3.  A.     After  Mrazek, 

1891,  Tab.  V.  flg.  3. 
Fig.  169.  Cystlcercold  with  anterior  portion  of  tall.    Zeiss  3,  D. 

After  Mrazek,  1891,  Tab.  V,  flg.  4. 
Fig.  170.  Two  hooks  of  same.     Z^eiss  3.   F.    After  Mrazek,   1891, 

Tab.  V,  flg.  5. 
Flg.  171.  The    same,    greatly    magnified.    After     Mrazek,     1891. 

Tab.   V.  f  g.   6. 
Flg.  172.  Very  young  stage  of  cystlcercold  of  Drep.  tenulrostrls 

(?).    The    oncospheric    hooks   are    preserved.     After 

Miazek.  1891,  Tab.  VI,   fig.  24. 
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[Figs.    172-186.    Brepanldotaenia    InfundlbulIfomils.| 

Fig.  173.  Goeze's  original  figure  of  worm,   natural  size.    After 

Goeze.  1782,  Tab.  XXXI,  A,  flg.  1. 
Fig.  174.  Head  of  same,  enlarged,  showing  hooks  and  suckers. 

After  Goeze,   1782,   Tab.  XXXI,   A,  flg.   2. 
Fig.  175.  Posterior  segments,  enlarged.    After  Goeze,  1782,  Tab. 

XXXI,  A.  flg.  3. 
Fig.  176.  Posterior  segments  with  eggs,  enlarged.    After  Goeze. 

1782,  Tab.  XXXI,  A,  flg.  4. 
Fig.  177.  Egg«,    enlarged.    After    Goeze.    1782.    Tab.    XXXI,    A, 

flg.  5. 
Fig.  178.  An  inverted  piece  of  chicken's  Inte.*?tlne.  with  numer- 
ous   tapeworms    attached.    After    Goeze,    1782,    Tab. 
.     XXXI,   A,   flg.   6. 
Fig.  179.  Scolex    with    hooks.    x240.     After    Krabbe.    1869,    Tab. 

X,   flg.  287. 
Fig.  180a-c.  Three  Isolated  hooks.    x920.    Fig.  180c   from  Kuch- 

enmelster's  collection.    After   Krabbe,   1869,   Tab.  X, 

flg.  288a-c. 
Flg.  181.  Cirrus.    x240.     After    Krabbe,    1869.     Tab.    X,    flg.    289. 
F.g.  182.  Egg.    x240.    After  Krabbe,  1869,   Tab.  X,  flg.  290. 
Pig.  183.  H)ea,d   ^f    **T.    Infunddbulum."     x80.    After     Cabbold. 

1869,  PI.  LXIII,  flg.  26. 
Fig.  184.  Rostelluim.     After  Crety,   1890,   flg.   5. 
Fig.  185.  Isolated  hooks.    After  Orety,  1890,  flg.  6. 
Fig.  186.  Mature  egg.    After  Crety,  1890,  flg.  8. 

Plate  VX,  Figs  187-198.— Drepanldotaenia  InfundlbuUformis  and 
Davainea  proglottlna. 

[Figs.  187-193.    DrepanldotaenIa  infundlbuliformis.] 

Flg.  187.  Bloch's    "Taenia   artlculls    convldeis."      After     Bloch, 

1782,  Tab.  III.  flg.  1. 
Fig.  188.  Head  of  same,   enlarged.     After  Rloch.   1782,  Tab.   Ill, 

flg.  2. 
Flg.  189.  Transverse  section  of  mature  proglottid.    After  Crety, 

1890,  flg.  15. 
Flg.  190.  Part  of  a  longitudinal  section  of  the  larval  stage  from 

the  body  cavity  of  a  fly:  cav..   "cavity  of  the  gas- 

trula;"    lac,    "primitive   cavity;"    sco.,    scolex;    ven.. 

sucker.    Koritski  3,  8.    Afte^r  Grass!  &  Rovelll,  1892, 

Tav.  IV,  flg.  14. 
Flff.  191.  Cystlcercoid  partly  extended:  par.   Int.,  Internal  wall; 

par.  est.,  external  wall;  sco.,  scolex.    Korlt?ka.  3.  4. 

After  Gras.sl  &  Rovelll.  1892,  Tav.   IV,  flg.  15. 
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Fig.  192.  Anterior    extremity    of    tig.    191.     Koritski.    3.    s.     After 

Grassl  &   Rovelli.   1892,   fig.   16. 
Fig.  193.  Segments    from    Rudolphi's   specln*en    of    "Taenia    In- 

fundibuiiformis  '   in  Otis  tarda.     After  Krabbe.  1868. 

Tab.   III.  fig.  5.     See  text  p.  44. 

[Figs,   194-198.     Davainea  proglottina,] 

F;g.  194.  Adult  worm:  g.,  ovary;  p.,  cirrus  pouch;  r.,  recepta- 
culum  semlnis;  t.,  testicle;  v.,  vagina;  vi.,  vitello- 
gene  gland.    x96.    After  R.  Blanchard.  189B,  fig.  4. 

Fig.  195.  Head  of  same  with  extended  rostellum  and  one  partly 
detached  segment.    After  R.  Blanchard,  1891B,  fig.  6. 

Fig.  196.  Head  with  retracted  rostellum;  the  first  segment  is 
forming  from  the  neck.  After  R.  Blanc-hard,  1891B, 
flg.  6. 

Fig.  197a-b.  Three  isolated  hooks:  a,  from  rostellum;  b,  suckers. 
After  R.   Blanchard,  1891 B,   flg.  7. 

Fig.  198.  Isolated   egg.    After   R.    Blanchard,   1891B,   fig.   8. 

Plate   XVI.   Figs.   199-211.— Davainea  proglottina  and  Davaima 
circumvallata, 

[BMgs.   199-202.     Davainea   proglottina.] 

Fig.  199.  Cysticercoid,  in  which   the  oncospheric  hooks  are  still 

visible:  ros.,  rostellum;  ven.,  suckers;  Korltska  3,  8. 

After  Grass!  &  Rovelli,  1892.  Tav.  IV,  flg.  7.    (Fresh 

specimen.) 
Fig.  200.  The  same,  preserved:  boc..  opening  of  the  cysticercoid; 

cav.,     "cavity     of     the    gastrula;"     lac.,     "primitive 

lacune;"    sco.,    scolex.    Korltska,    3,   8.     After   Grass! 

&  Rovelli,  1892,  Tav.  IV,  flg.  8. 
Fig.  201.  Ijongitudinal    section:    boc,    opening    of    cysticercoid; 

cav.,    "cavity   of   the   gastrula;"   sco.,   scolex.    Hart- 

nack,   2,   7.    After   Grass!   &   Rovelli,   1892,   Tav.    IV, 

fig.  9. 
Fig.  202.  Young  cysticercoid:  ven..  sucker;  cod.,  tall.    Korltska, 

3,  5.    After  Grass!  &  Rovelli,  1892,  Tav.  IV,  flg.  10. 

[Pigs.   203-211.    Davainea  circum\'allata.l 

Fig.  203.  Ovum.     x240.     After  Krabbe.   1869,  Tab.  X,  flg.   296. 
Fig.  204.  Head    and   neck:   pr..    rostellum;    r,    line   of   hooks;    v, 

sucker;  c.  neck.     After  Crety,  1890,  fig.  9. 
Flg.  205.  Hook  from  rostellum.     After  Crety.  1890,   fig.  10. 
Fig.  206.  Ovum.     After  Crety,   1890,   fig.   11. 
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Fig.  207.  Frontal  section  of  side  of  segment,  througii  the  cirrus 
pouch  and  vagina:  cl.,  cirruR:  va..  vagina:  sg..  geni- 
tal sinus;  sb..  cells  of  subcuticula.  After  Crety, 
1890,  fig.  12. 

Fig.  208.  Longitudinal  section  through  egg  sac:  m.  external  cap- 
sule; c.  granular  content:  ov..  ovum.  After  Crety, 
1890,   flg.  13. 

Fig.  209.  Scolex  of  "T.  pduriunclnata."  x  ca.  50.  a,  hook  from 
rostellum;  b,  hook  from  sucker;  pr.,  rostellum;  v, 
sucker;  s,  head;  c,  neck.    After  Crety.  1890,  flg.  4. 

Fig.  2ia  Ovum  of  same.    After  Crety,  1890,   flg.  7. 

Fig.  211.  Frontal  section  of  segment  of  same:  cl.,  ventral  canal; 
ct.,  transversecanal ;  ur.,  egg  sacs.  After  Crety,  1890, 
flg.  14. 

Plate  XVII,  Figs,  212-227.—  Davalnea  cesticillus.  Davalnea 
echinobothrlda,  and  Davalnea  tetagona. 

[Figs.   212-216.    Davalnea  ce«tlcUlus.l 

Fig.  212.  Stroblla.    After  Molln,  1861,   PI.  VI.   flg.  10. 

Flg.  213.  Anterior  portion  of  same,  and  two  posterior  segments 
(middle  portion  of  worm  ff,  omitted):  A.  head;  b. 
ring  surrounding  the  rostellum;  c,  rostellum;  d, 
sucker;  E,  anterior  portion  of  segmented  body;  ff, 
dotted  line  of  omitted  segments;  GO.  two  postelror 
segments;  h,  extruded  pen^s;  I,  vulva.  After  Molln. 
1861,  PI.  VI,  flg.  11. 

Fig.  214.  Hook  from  rostellum  of  Dujardln's  "T.  Infundibull- 
formls  Goeze."  x210.  After  Dujardin.  1845.  PI.  IX, 
Flg.  H.  2. 

F'.g.  215.  Hook  from  rostellum.  x920.  After  Krabbe,  1869.  Tab. 
X,   flg.   293. 

Flg.  216.  Ovum.     x240.     After    Krabbe.    1869,    Tab.    X.    flg.    294. 

[Figs.  217-218.    Davalnea  echlnobothrlda.l 

Flg.  217.  Stroblla.  natural  size.  After  Megn'.n,  1881A.  PI.  V. 
flg.  1. 

Flg.  21Sa-d.  Hiead  wtth  api>endages:  a.  head  an'd  neck:  b. 
armature  of  suckers;  c.  hook  from  suck?r;  d.  hook 
rostellum.    After  Megnln.   1881A.   PI.   V.  flg.   2. 

[Figs.    219-227.    Davalnea    tetragona.l 

Fig.  219.  Head  D.  with  rostellum  (a)  and  suckers  (c).  followed 
by  neck  (E).  Enlarged.  After  Molln.  1861.  Tav.  VIT. 
flg.   6. 
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Fig.  220.  Three  posterior  segrments  A,  showing:  genital  pores  (c) 
and  egg  sacs  (b).  England.  After  Molin,  1861,  Tav. 
VII,   fig.  7. 

Fig.  221.  Isolated  egg  sac  with  (a)  transparent  membrane;  b, 
granular  substance;  c,  embryo  in  ovum  (d).  En- 
larged.   After  Molin,  1861,  Tab.  VII,  flg.  8. 

Figs.  222-223.  Head  and  neck  showing  armed  rostellum  and 
armed  suckers.  x35.  After  Krabbe,  1882.  Tab.  II. 
figs.  55.  56.  From  material  collected  by  Fedtschenko 
in  Turkestan. 

Fig.  224.  H(x>k  from  rostellum  of  same.  x920.  After  Krabbe, 
1882.   Tab.    II.   fig.  59. 

Fig.  225.  A  segment  showing  two  longitudinal  canals,  several 
testicles,  vas  deferens  cirrus  pouch  and  genital  pore, 
xas.    After  Krabbe,   1882,  Tab.   II,  flg.  57. 

Fig.  226.  Posterior  segmemt,  showing  genitl  pore  and  egg  sacs. 
x35.     After  Krabbe,  1882,  Tab.  II,  flg.  58. 

Fig.  227.  Female  genital  organs:  vg.,  vagina;  r  «.,  receptaculum 
seminis;  bd  trsv.,  transverse  collecting  canal;  cl.  ov., 
opening  of  the  ovarian  tubules;  c.  s.,  seminal  canal; 
ovd.,  disc,  descendlnn  oviduct;  glv.,  vltellogene 
gland;  vt.  Id.,  vltello-duct;  ovd.  asc.,  ascending  ovi- 
duct; sb.  ovd.,  opening  ^of  the  ascending  oviduct;  sbc. 
vtld.,  opening  of  the  vltello-duct;  ootp.,  ootyp  with 
shell  gland.    After  Diamare,  1893,  flg.  4. 

Plate  XVIII,     Figs.     228-246.— Davainea     tetragona,     Davainea 
Friedbergeri  and  Davainea  crassuia. 

[Figs.  228-235.    Davainea  tetragona.] 

Figs.  228-229.  Supposed  lar\'ae  of  "Taenia  bothrioplitis"  (—Da- 
vainea tetragona)  from  a  snail  (Helix).  Treated 
with  acetic  acid.  After  Plana  1882,  Figs.  F,  8,  A., 
and  F,  8,  B,  reduced. 

Fig.  230.  Piece  of  the  mtestlne  of  a  fowl  showiaig  the  nodules 
(reduced  one-third).    After  Moore,   1895,   flg.  la. 

Fig.  231.  The  mucosa  of  the  intestine  showing  ulcerated  areas; 
also  several  small  and  one  larger  tapeworm  attached 
to  the  intestine  (reduced  one-third).  After  Moore, 
1895,  flg.  lb. 

Fig.  232.  A  cross  section  of  the  intestine  illustrating  the  thick- 
ening of  the  wall,  due  to  a  parge  nunuber  of  the 
nodules;  also  a  portion  of  a  tapeworm  which  has 
penetrated  the  mucor^  membrane  (enlarged).  After 
Moore,  1885,  flg.  Ic 
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Figr.  233.  A  cross  section  of  a  nodule  containing  a  sequestrum 
situated  In  the  outer  or  longitudinal  muscular  layer 
(circular  layer  of  the  muscular  wall  not  aflfected). 
After  Moore,  1895,  flg.  2a. 

Fig.  234.  A  section  showing  a  tapeworm  and  a,  necrotic  mass 
within  the  mu.«cular  wall.    After  Moore,  1895,  fig.  2b. 

Fig.  235.  A  portion  of  a  cross  section  of  the  intestine  showing 
the  head  of  a  tapeworm  within  the  -muscle  and  one 
lying  between  the  villi  with  its  head  resting  on  the 
basement  nne«mbrane  of  the  mucosa.  Enlarged. 
After  Moore,  1895,  flg.  2c. 

[Figs.    236-242.    Davainca    Friedbergerl-l 

Fig.  236.  Hook   from    rostellum.    After   Friedberger,    1877,    fig.l. 

Fig.  237.  Hooks  from  the  suckers.  After  Friedberger,  1877, 
flg.   2. 

Fig.  2:{8.  Hook  of  oncosphere.     After  Friedberger,   1877,   fig.  3. 

Fig.239.  "T.  infundlbullformls  var.  pharisarum.*  Feu  "T 
agama"— ?  Davainea  Friedbergerl.  Natural  size. 
After  Megnin,  1878,  PI.   IV,   fig.  1. 

Flg.  240.  View  of  head  of  same,  en  face,  showing  armed  rostel- 
lum and  4  armed  suckers.  xl20.  After  Megnin,  1878, 
PI.  IV,  fig.  4. 

Flg.  241.  Hook  from  rostellum  of  same.  x725.  After  Megnin, 
1878,  PI.  IV,  fig.  4. 

Flg.  242.  Segments  of  same  species.  x20.  After  Megnin,  1878, 
PI.  IV,  fig.  4. 

[Figs.  243-246.    Davainea  crassula.] 

Flg.  243."Eggs'   (=F>gg  sacs)    magnified.    After   Rudolphi,   1819, 

Tab.  Ill,  fig.  19. 
Flg.  244.  Hook  from  rostellum.     x920.    After  Krablbe,  1869,  Tab. 

X,  fig.  301.     From  Rudolphl's  original  specimens. 
Flg.  245.  Anterior    end    of    worm,    showing    rostellum    and    twt 

suckers.     x35.     After    Krabbe,    1882,    Tab.    II,    flg.    66. 

From    material    collected    In    Turkeatan    by    Fedts- 

chenko. 
Flg.  246.  Hook    from   rostellum    of   same.     x920.     After    Krabbo, 

1869,  Tab.   II.   flg.  67. 

Plate  XIX,   Figs.   247-255.— Echinocotyle   Roseeterl  and   Ophryo- 
cotyle  proteus. 

[Figs.    247-251.    Echlnocotyle    Rosseterl.] 

Flg.  247.  Stroblla.    xl20.     After    R.    Blanchard,    1891 B,    fig.    1. 
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37-42.  DICRANOT/ENIA     SPHENOIDES. 
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92-99.   DREPANIDOT/ENIA    GRACILIS. 

Digitized  by  VrrOOQlC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PLATE     VII. 


^  o. 


77-79.  DREPANIDOT/^NIA  FASCIATA.  80-91.  DREPANI  DOT/ENIA  GRACILIS 

Digitized  by  VrrOOQlC 


PLATE     III. 


iiii^'^*fr 


28.    ^ 


J 
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140-146.  DREPANIDOT/ENIA  SINUOSA.  147-150. OREPANIDOT/ENIASETIGERA. 
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256.   T/ENIA    CANTAN'iANA      257-262.    T/EN I A  DELAFONDI. 

263.  T/CNIA    IMBUTIF0RMI5.     264-267    T>CNIA   MEGAL0P5. 

268-270.  T/ENIA     NIGROPUNCTATA. 
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a7l.    FIMBRIARIA    MALLEUS.      27P-274.  IDI0GENE5  OTI  D  I  S 
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212-216.   DAVAINEA  CESTICILLUS    217-218,  DAVAINEA   ECHINOBOTHRIDA. 
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228-235  DAVAINEA  TETRAGONA    236-242.  DAVA IN EA  FRIEDBERGERI 
243-246.  DAVAINEA     CRAS5ULA. 
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247-251.  ECHINOCOTYLE  R05SETER1.  252-265.  OPHRYOCOTYLE  PROTEUS 
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165-172  DREPANIDOT/ENIA    TEN  U  I  ROSTR  IS. 
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[Figs.    268-270.    Taenia    nigropunctala.     After    Crety.    1890.1 

FIgr.  268.  Head:   v,   sucker;  c,   neck.     After   Crety,   1890.   fig.   3. 
Fig.  269.  Isolated   segment:   1,   eggs;  m,  ovary;  p,   genital   pore; 

u.  uteruf*.    After  Crety,  1890,  fig.  I. 
Fig.  270.  Egg  with  oncosphere.    After  Crety,   1890,   fig.   2. 

Plate  XXI,  Figs.  271-274.— Taenia  malleus,  Idiogenes  otldls  and 
Taenia  sp.   Conard,  MS. 

Fig.  271.  Taenia  malleus,  head  and  anterior  segments.  Aftsr 
Goeze,  1782,  Tab.  XXX,  fig.  3. 

[Figs.  272-274.    Idiogenes  otidls.l 

Fig.  272.  Pseudoscolex  and  anterior  portion  of  stroblla.  The 
first  four  segments  form  the  pseudoscolex.  After 
Zschokke,  1888,  PI.  Ill,  flg.  39. 

Fig.  273.  Segment  with  male  and  female  organs:  cd.,  vas  defer- 
ens; c.  e.,  vas  efCerens;  el.,  cirrus;  t.,  testicles;  f.  d. 
v.,  end  of  vagina  (receptasulum  seminls);  gl.  g., 
ovary;  gl.  v.,  vltellogene  gland;  va.,  vagina.  After 
Zschokke,   1888,  PI.   Ill,   flg.  42. 

Fig.  274.  Segfment  with  developed  uterus:  cap.  ut.,  superior 
uterine  cavity;  c.  d.,  vas  deferens;  p.  d.  c,  cirrus 
pouch;  va..  vagina  After  Zschokke,  1888.  PI.  III.  fig. 
46. 

[Figs.   275,276.    Two  diagrams   of   Taenia     pp.    from     chickens. 
•After  Conard,   unpublished.] 

Flg.  275.  Dorsal  view;  flg.  276.  transverse  section:  n..  nerve;  d. 
c,  dorsal  canal;  v.  c,  ventral  canal;  t.  c.  transverse 
canal;  g.  c.  genital  cloaca  with  pore;  c.  cirrus;  c. 
p.,  cirrus  pouch;  v.  s.,  vesicula  semlnalls;  t.,  testicle; 
ut,  "probably  uterus"  Cor  testicle?);  v.,  vagina;  r.  s.. 
receptaculum  semlnl.*?;  ov..  probably  ovary;  s.  g.. 
prvibably  Fhell  gland;  1.   m..  longltudiral  mu.«?cle.«?. 
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CHAPTER  VIIF. 


SOME     EGG«. 

Tlie  five  aoeompanying  plates  contain  twenty-nine 
flj^nres  of  eggs,  natural  size,  of  the  following  species, 
all  of  which  occur  in  Pennsylvania  as  natives: 

PLATE  I. 
Sharp-Shinnbd  Hawk. 

Barn  Owl- 

80REKCH  Owl. 

Orrat  Horned  Owt^ 

Sparrow  Hawk. 

PLATK  II. 

Marsh  Hawk. 

Rbd-Tailkd  Hawk. 

Common  Grow. 

*  PLATE  II L 

Goopbr's  Hawk. 

Barred  Owl. 

Blub  Jay. 

Lonq-Earbd  Owl. 
PLATE  IV. 

Broad-Wingkd  Hawk. 

(Goshawk. 

Red-8houldbred  Hawk. 

8aw-Whbt  Owl. 
PLATE  V. 

Turkey  Buzzard. 

Bald  Eagle. 

Duck  Hawk. 
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GREAT    HORNED    OWL. 


SPARROW    HAWK  . 


SPARROW    HAWK. 
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MARSH    HAWK. 


RED-TAILED   HAWK. 


MARSH    HAWK. 
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RED-TAILED   HAWK. 


AMERICAN    CROW. 


AMERICAN    CROW. 
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COOPERS     HAWK. 


COOPERS    HAWK. 


BLUE    JAY 


BARRED     OWL. 


BLUE    JAY 


AMERICAN     LONG-EARED    OWL. 
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RED-SHOULDERED    HA\A/K 


RED     SHOULDERED    HAWK. 


SAW-WHET  OWL  . 
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DUCK  HAWK. 


DUCK  HAWK. 
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Tbe  innny  cbangt^  of  j)lnmaj?e  which  birds  have  are 
fully  exphiiiieil  iu  former  rhapters,  and  as  there  are, 
witli  certain  species,  great  variations  in  their  eggs — a 
nesft  will  sometimes  contain  eggs  wholly  different  in 
markings — it  has  been  deemed  best  to  show  how 
marked  these  variations  ai-e  with  sevei'al  of  our  com- 
mon birds.  The  author  is  very  gi*eatly  indebted  to 
Messm.  Ward,  of  Uochester.  New  York,  for  having 
kindly  selec'ted  and  hwined  from  their  collection  the 
specimens  from  which  the  accompanying  illustrations 
have  been  made. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  NOXIOUS  ANIMALS. 

This  chapter  cont^iins  several  pai)er8  which  deal 
with  a  number  of  subjects  of  especial  interest.  The 
Bounty  Records  given  here,  although  unfortunately 
not  complete,  are  without  doubt  more  accurate  than 
any  which  have  been  printed  or  ever  can  be  published 
in  connection  with  the  notorious  bounty  act  of  1885. 
This  statement  is  made  because  in  a.  number  of  coun- 
ties the  records  were  destroyed  after  the  data  given 
in  this  chapter  were  compiled. 

The  scalp  act  of  1897,  which  allows  premiums  for 
Wildcats,  Foxes  and  Minks,  is  given  in  full.  The  au- 
thor of  this  Measure.  Representative  G.  W.  Campbell, 
of  Fayette  county,  prepared  it  with  particular  care, 
and  persons  who  may  attempt  to  practice  fraud  under 
it  will  likely  get  into  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Some  of  the  best  methods  known  to  trapp)er8  and 
hunters,  of  capturing  and  destroying  wild  animals 
which  commit  so  much  damage  in  the  poultry  yard, 
and  to  game  and  song  birds,  are  quite  fully  explained. 

The  section  devoted  to  Heads  is  one  which,  with  the 
carefully  prepared  illustrations  made  from  specimens 
on  which  bountiefi  were  paid,  shows  clearly  the  great 
necessity  of  having  some  public  document  that  will 
enable  oflRciala  and  soalp-huntei-s  to  recognize  one  ani- 
mal from  another.  It  is  ridiculous,  to  say  the  least, 
thiif  the  tax[»ayers  of  any   county  in   this  Common- 
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wealth  should  pay  preiiiianis  for  heads  of  game  birds, 
domesticated  fowls,  Shrikes,  Whip-poor-wills,  Sea 
(hills,  etc.,  because  local  officials  may,  through  igno- 
rance, accept  them  as  Hawks  or  Owls.  House  cats  and 
<*ur  dogs.  Squirrels  and  other  mammals  should  never 
again  be  used  to  answer  for  Wildcats,  Wolves,  Minks; 
and  Weasels. 

Tlie  citizens  of  this  State  are,  it  appears,  strongly 
in  favor  of  [>aying  bounties,  and  while  such  a  feeling: 
exists  it  is  but  proper  thfit  this  work  should  be  pre 
pared,  not  OL»ly  to  correct  wrong  impressions,  which 
are  so  widespread  about  many  birds  and  mammals, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  show  what  species  are  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  enormous  destruction  of  poultry, 
game  and  small  song  birds. 
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HOME     BOUNTY     RECORDS. 

The  tabulated  bounty  records  which  appear  on  suc- 
ceeding; pap:es  were  paid  under  the  act  of  June  2^5, 
1885,  and  the  amended  act  of  1881)  which  repealed  that 
portion  of  the  act  of  '85  that  allowed  bounties  for 
Hawks,  Owls  and  Weasels.  These  laws  caused  an 
enormous  expenditure  of  money.  It  is  believed  to  be 
a  conservative  estimate  to  state  that  fully  J150,000 
were  paid  out  in  bounties,  and  considerably  more  than 
half  of  this  amount  was  expended  for  bii*ds  of  prey  or 
other  kinds  of  feathered  animals  which  were  believed 
to  be  Hawks  and  Owls.  It  has  been  absolutely  im- 
poesible  to»  secure  fi*om|  a  number  of  .counties  any 
records  which  would  show  the  number  of  each  species 
of  bird  or  mammal  on  which  premiums  were  paid.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  county 
officers  did  not  preserve  tlu»  bounty  cei-tificates  after 
their  accounts  were  auditetl  at  the  end  <rf  each  ye«r. 
Tlie  writer  has  expended  a.  p^reat  deal  of  time,  consider- 
able money  and  experien(*(Hl  a  lot  (►f  trouble  to  obtain 
all  the  facts  possible  in  connect i<m  with  recent  scalp 
acts,  and  as  a  result  the  rtHH>rds  which  follow  are  un- 
doubtedly the  most  complete  that  have  ever  been  pub- 
lished in  connection  with  the  scalp  act  of  June  23,  1885. 

THE  BOUNTY   ACT  OP  1885. 

Tlie  scalp  act  of  June  23,  1885,  under  which  so  many 
birds,  etc.,  were  slain  reads  as  follows: 

"An  act  for  the  destruction  of  Wolves,  Wildcats,  Foxes,  Minks, 
Hawks,   Weasels  and  Owls  In  this  Commonwealth 

"Section  1.  That  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  for  the 
protection  of  game  within  this  Commonwealth,  there  Is  hereby 
established  the  following  premiums  for  the  destruction  of  cer- 
tain noxious  animals  and   birds,   to  be  paid  by  the  respective 
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counth*s  In  which  the  same  are  slain,  namely;  for  every  Wild- 
cat, two  dollars ;  for  every  Red  or  Giay  Fox,  one  dollar;  for 
every  Mink,  fifty  cents;  for  every  Weasel,  fifty  cents;  for  every 
Hawk,  fifty  cents;  and  for  every  Owl,  except  the  Arcadian, 
Scr^fech  or  Barn  Owl,  which  is  hereby  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  fifty  cents." 

"Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person  having  killed 
any  animal  or  bird  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
and  who  is  desirous  of  availing:  himself  of  the  premiums  therein 
provided,  to  produce  such  slain  animal  or  bird  before  any  magr- 
istrate,  alderman  or  Justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which 
the  same  was  killed,  and  make  affidavit  of  the  time  and  place 
of  killing  the  same:  Provided,  That  the  pelt,  if  entire  from  the 
tip  of  the  nose  of  any  such  animal,  may  be  produced  in  lieu  of 
the  same  when  so  preferred;  and  upon  the  reception  of  any 
such  animal  or  pelt,  or  bird,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  mag- 
istrate, alderman  or  Justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  presence  of 
said  person  killing  such  animal  or  bird,  and  one  elector  of  the 
county,  to  cut  off  the  ears  of  such  animal  or  the  head  of  such 
bird,  and  in  the  presence  of  said  persons  burn  the  same. 

"Section  3.  Upon  the  destruction  of  the  ears  or  heads  as 
aforesaid,  the  magistrate,  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace 
shall  give  to  the  person  producing  such  animal  or  bird,  a  certi- 
ficate of  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  directed  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  county  In  which  such  animal  or  bird 
was  slain,  which  certificate  shall  contain  the  following  facts: 
the  kind  of  animal  or  bird  killed;  when,  where  and  by  whom 
killed,  and  the  date  by  whom  and  In  the  presence  of  what  elec- 
tor the  ears  of  said  animal  or  head  of  said  bird  was  destroyed, 
and  uron  the  production  of  such  certificate  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  give  an  order  upon  the  county  treasurer  for  th? 
payment  of  the  premium  or  premiums  provided  by  this  act,  and 
it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the  magistrate,  alderman  or 
Justice  of  the  peace  taking  the  affidavit,  provided  in  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  to  file  the  same  forthwith,  or  cause  the 
same  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county, 
and  upon  filing  the  same,  the  said  magistrate,  alderman  or 
Justice  of  the  peace  shall  receive  from  the  county  treasurer,  the 
sum  of  twenty  cents,  in  full  compensation  for  all  services  under 
this  act." 

SCIENTIFIC  MEN  PROTESTED. 

This  nil  jii«t  and  ex|)ensive  art  had  only  be^n  in  force 
a   few   mouths  when   naturalists  and  other  seientific 
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*;i\n  t«i  uj»|K)se  it  most  vigorounlv:  ind.  ed  the  first  efforts 
ni:ide  to  have  the  noxious  **?iralp  Act  of  1S>^"  repealed 
Ufie  bej^un  in  (^hesii-r  «ounty,  when  earlv  in  188(»  the 
nieuilK-rs  of  the  West  (Mu'sler  Mioroe?e<»pical  So<iety, 
under  the  leadership  of  such  pnmiinent  and  able  gen- 
tlemen as  Dr.  J<«.  T.  Rothnnk,  Dr.  Jes^e  C.  Green,  Ex 
eongiessmau  \\  ashin^on  Townsend.  Addison  May  and 
others  called  a  sjm  cial  nn*etin^,  wiih  the  view  of  erea 
tiniest ntimenttobring  alwiut  the  reptal  of  that  portion 
of  the  iU'i  which  allowed  premiums  for  the  heads  of 
beneficial  biids.  This  society  published  in  February, 
18^0,  a  pamphlet  containing?  strong  resolutions  con- 
demning the  act,  with  numerous  letters  from  some  of 
the  most  eminent  ornithologists  in  the  United  States, 
together  with  a  brief  description  of  the  birds  of  prey 
and  their  food  habits.  This  report  was  widely  circu- 
hited  throughout  Tennsylvania,  and  iis  many  of  tlie 
leading  newspap»ers  of  the  State  quoted  quite  exten- 
sively from  it  a  mutimiMit  was  soon  started  in  almost 
every  coimty  of  the  Commonwealth  in  favor  of,  at  least, 
the  beneficial  spefries  of  Hawks  and  Owls. 

OTHERS  LABORED  TO  REPEAL  IT. 

The  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculturf. 
through  Secretary  Thos.  J.  Edge,  assisted  by  the  writer, 
who  at  that  lime  had  made  dissections  of  over  1,000 
stomachs  of  Hawks  and  Owls,  labored  most  indus- 
triously to  show  th€  economic  value  of  the  raptorial 
birds,  and  secure  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  odious 
measnre  which  prompted  the  destruction  of  certain 
birds  which  were  of  the  greatest  value  to  fanners  and 
fruitgrowers. 
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THEIR   EFFORTS  WERE  SUCCESSFUL. 

These  commendable  efforts  which,  as  previously  staled, 
originated  among  scientific  men  in  West  Chester,  re- 
sulted in  the  abrogation,  at  the  Legislative  session  of 
1887,  after  a  most  spirited  contest,  of  that  portion  of 
the  act  ^hich  related  to  Hawks  and  Owls.  Secretary 
Thos.  J.  Edge  and  the  writer  corresponded  with  countv 
commissioners,  piM)minent  farmers,  naturalists  and 
sportsmen  through<^ut  the  State,  and  a  condensation 
of  this  correspondence,  both  for  and  against  the  re- 
peal, follows: 

WHY    IT    SHOULD    BE    REPEALED. 

We  believe  the  act  should  be  repealed  on  account  of 
the  following  reasons: 

1.  It  causes  a  drain  upon  the  treasuries  of  the  respective 
counties  which  is  not  warranted  by  the  results  produced. 

2.  Collectively  considered  the  Hawks  and  Owls  by  the  de- 
struction of  injurious  rodents  and  insects,  confer  a  benefit 
which  is  much  more  than  an  offset  for  the  poultry,  game  and 
small  wild  birds,  which  certain  of  these  birds  of  prey  destroy. 

3.  The  Oooper's  Hawk,  the  Sharp-Shinned  Hawk,  the  Gos- 
hawk, the  Duck  Hawk,  the  Pigeon  Hawk  and  the  Great  Homed 
are  detrimental,  but  if  a  bounty  should  be  placed  on  the  heads 
of  these  birds  all  species  of  Hawks  and  Owls  would  be  destroyed 
by  8calj>-hunters. 

4.  The  payment  of  all  bounties  should  be  discontinued  until 
officials  can  acquaint  themselves  with  birds  and  mammals  so 
that  premiums  will  not  be  paid  for  heads  of  Chickens,  Turkeys, 
Pheasants.  Robins,  Sparrows,  etc.,  under  the  belief  that  they 
are  Hawks  and  Owls;  and  on  the  other  l^and  officials  should 
know  enough  about  mammals  that  the  ears  of  Opossums,  Red 
Squirrels,  house  Cats,  cur  Dogs  or  pieces  of  Buffalo  skins.  Mule 
hides,  etc..  should  not  be  accepted  by  them  for  such  detrimental 
animals  as  Wolves.  Wildcats.   Foxes.  Minks  and  Weasels. 

5.  Increased  duties  are  imposed  upon  county  officers  for  which 
no  additional  compensation  has  been  provided. 
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6.  In  a  number  of  cases  county  officials  have  been  imposed 
on  and  bounties  illeg^ally  drawn. 

7.  It  encourages  a  certain  class  to  follow  hunting  as  a  means 
of  livelihood,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  other  labor. 

8.  Self-interest  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  detrimen- 
tal birds  and  mammals. 

9.  Farmers  and  poultry-raisers  need  no  bounty  to  induce 
them  to  trap  and  kill  birds  and  other  wild  animals  which  de- 
stroy their  poultry. 

10.  The  repeal  of  the  act  will,  by  the  Increase  of  the  birds  of 
prey,  cause  grreater  destruction  to  field  mice,  which  do  much 
mischief  on  the  farm. 

11.  The  payment  of  bounties  for  any  purpose  is  based  upon 
wrong  principles  and  should  be  discouraged. 

WHY    THE    ACT    SHOULJ)    NOT    BE    REPEALED. 

Wo  believe  the  act  should  not  be  repealed  because: 

1.  This  being  the  first  year  of  Its  action,  the  total  amount  paid 
will  be  greatly  in  excess  of  that  of  any  subsequent  year,  and 
owing  to  the  Increased  scarcity  each  year,  the  amount  annually 
paid  will  every  year  be  less. 

2.  By  a  repeal  the  good  effects  of  bounties  already  paid  would 
be  practically  lost. 

3.  The  destruction  of  these  birds  and  other  animals  is  a  great 
protection  to  game;  Pheasants.  Quail  and  Wild  Turkeys,  besides 
many  kinds  of  Wild  Ducks,  Snipe  and  Woodcock,  In  the  way 
of  feathered  game,  are  destroyed  by  both  Hawks  and  Owls  and 
many  of  these  game  birds  are  also  killed  by  Foxes,  Wildcats, 
Minks  and  Weasels.  Great  numbers  of  Rabbits  are  annually 
devoured  by  the  Hawks,  Owls  and  other  animals  for  which 
premiums  are  paid;  the  Wildcats  destroy  many  Deer,  and  Squir- 
rels are  also  killed  by  Hawks,  Owls,  Foxes,  etc.  Game  of  all 
kinds  would,  no  doubt,  be  much  more  plentiful  If  all  Hawks. 
Owls,  Foxes,  Minks,  Wildcats  and  Weasels  were  killed. 

4.  If  Hawks  and  Owls  do  not  disturb  poultry  and  game,  why 
Is  it  that  all  kinds  of  domesticated  fowls.  Pheasants,  Quail, 
Rabbits,  etc.,  show  signs  of  alarm  and  hurry  to  cover  when  a 
Hawk  or  an  Owl  comes  near  them? 

5.  If  Hawks  and  Owls  are  such  grreat  destroyers  of  Insects  and 
Mice,  why  Is  It  they  will  so  readily  abandon  the  pursuit  of  these 
pests  and  get  Into  traps  ba'.ted  with  Chickens  or  small 
birds? 
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6.  Many  experienced  Quail  and  Pheasant  hunters  claim  that 
they  often  find  these  game  birds  by  watching  for  places  where 
Hawks  are  waiting,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  covy  of 
Quail  or  Pheasants  will  be  discovered  In  the  vicinity  wher3 
Hawks  are.  Hawks  will  follow  day  after  day  a  flock  of  Quail 
and  often,  especially  in  severe  snowy  weather,  kill  all  the 
birds. 

7.  Hawks,  particularly  the  smaller  species,  kill  large  numbers 
of  pmall  song  birds,  which  are  valuable  as  insect  destroyers. 

8.  All  laws  are  liable  to  abuse  and  violation,  and  this  one  is 
no  exception   to   the  general   rule. 

9.  The  effect  of  a  continuance  of  the  law  as  it  now  is  will  be 
to  increase  the  production  of  i>oultry  and  decrease  its  price. 

WHERE  SKUNKS  WERE  PAID  FOR. 

The  records  on  succeeding  pages  indicate  that  in  the 
county  of  Clinton,  bounties  were  paid  in  tJie  year  1885, 
188<>  and  1887  for  204:  Skunks,  and  during  the  same 
yeai*s  premiums  were  allowed  in  Centre  county  for  3,370 
Skunks.  From  this  it  seems  evident  that  both  of  these 
counties  had  local  laws  in  force  which  enabled  the 
county  commissioners  to  pay  for  these  animals.  The 
Panther,  which  is  included  among  other  auiiuals  paid 
for  in  188G  by  (Vntre  county,  was,  no  doubt,  another 
species  which  was  (*overed  by  a  local  scalp  act  or  some 
general  law  which  was  repeiih^d  in  188t). 

A  FEW  WOLVES. 

The  Lackawanna  county  records  show  that  four 
Wolves  were  paid  for  in  180t>.  Dr.  Isaiah  F  Everhart 
and  Mr.  Geo.  P.  Fnant,  two  well  informed  naturalists, 
of  Scranton,  Lackawanna  county,  have  for  many  years 
collected  specimens  in  this  section  and  they  are  in- 
clined to  believe  there  is  some  mistake  about  these  ani- 
mals, as  neither  of  these  gentlemen  have  heard  of  a 
genuine  wild  Wolf  in  that  locality  within  the  last 
twenty  years.  Tioga  c-ounty  paid  for  thicn*  Wolves,  but 
as  shown  elsewhere  in  this  work  they  had  be(»^n  brought 
from  the  far  west  and  liberati^il  in  Tioga  nnd  killed. 
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CRAWFORD  S    KNORMOUS    OUTLAY. 

The  county  of  Crawford  leads  all  other  counties  in 
the  State  in  the  amount  of  money  expended  under  the 
act  of  1885.  This  county  paid,  it  is  said,  between  |10,- 
000  and  |12,000  in  bounties  and  fees  to  local  officials. 
The  incomplete  recH)rds  from  Crawford  show  that 
nearly  11,000  Hawks  and  Owls  and  over  10,500  Minks 
and  \yt\iisels  were  paid  for  in  about  two  y<?ars.  The 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
from  Crawford  have  always,  in  recent  years,  vigorously 
opposed  all  bounty  measures  which  have  been  under 
consideration  in  our  General  Assembly  and  one  of  the 
chief  arguments  they  used  was  that  such  legislation, 
with  the  lack  of  popular  knowledge  of  wild  birds  and 
mammals,  enabled  designing  i)er8ons  to  practice  fraud 
in  numerous  ways;  Red  Squirrels  and  Chipmunks  were 
killed  for  Weasels,  Butcher-birds  and  other  feathered 
animals  were  called  Hawks  and  Owls,  and  their  heads 
were  often  of  as  much  value  to  scalp  hunters  as  the 
genuine  heads. 

PIKE    AND    LYCOMING    COUNTIES. 

Pike  cH>unty  is  one  of  the  best  localities  in  Pennsyl- 
Vcinia  for  game  of  different  kinds,  but  unfortunately 
this  county  is  infested  with  a  number  of  market  hun- 
ters who  are  skilled  in  snaring  and  trapping  game. 
These  poachers,  together  with  Foxes,  Wildcats,  Minks, 
Weasels  and  Haw  ks  of  the  genus  Aodpiter^  with  the 
Great  Honied  Owl,  have  almost  entirely  exterminated 
Ruffed  Grouse  during  recent  years  in  some  parts  of 
Pike  and  neighboring  counties.  From  bt^t  information 
which  can  be  obtained  no  efforts  were  made  to  practice 
fraud  in  Pike  county  where  under  bounty  laws  since 
1885,  1,1  IH  Foxes  (both  species),  132  Wildcats  and  297 
.\[inks  have  been  killed  for  premiums. 
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Th<»  members  of  the  State  Board  of  (lame  rommis- 
8ioners  have  given  especial  attention  to  the  professional 
snarers  and  market  hunters  in  the  Pike  county  district 
and  reports  received  show  that  this  illegal  work  has 
decreased  dnring  the  past  year. 

In  the  county  of  Lycoming,  through  the  energetic  ef 
forts  of  Game  Commissioner  Mr.  E.  B.  Westfall,  mar- 
ket hunting  and  the  illegal  sale  of  game  has  been  prac- 
tically stopped.  This  is  fortunate,  and  if  the  game-de- 
vouring Foxes  were  thinned  out  Ruffed  Grouse  would 
be  much  more  plentiful  and  farmers  would  lose  much 
less  poultry.  Lycoming  county  has  a  large  amount  of 
territory  especially  suited  to  Ruffed  Grouse  and  if  it  was 
not  for  Foxes,  which  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Eldon,  Taxidermist, 
of  Williamsport,  says  are  increasing  rapidly,  these 
birds,  as  well  as  other  kinds  of  game  and  small  wild 
birds,  would  be  much  more  abundant. 

ADAMS   COUNTY. 


u 

Hawks. 

1 

O 

1 

m 
X 

C 

g 
5 

1 

1885.  .. 

828 

1 

186 

14 

8 

10 

1886.  . . 

2.976 

422 

125 

81 

4 

319 

1887.  .. 

1.510 

695 

134 

78 

2 

194 

1889.  . . 



70 
264 
261 
301 

112 

199 

138 

55 

7 
6 
2 
4 

1890.  . . 

1891,  . . 

1892,  .. 

1 

1893.  .. 

315 

344 

57 

89 
78 
10 

4 

3 

1 
25 

1894.  .. 

1895,  .. 

1896,  . . 

854 

Total. 

5.314 

1.118 

2  057 

66 

523 

Ourins"  the  flr.«t  twelve   months  of  act   of  1SS5   Adams  county 
paid    $3,S00   in    bounties. 
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AI^LFXIHENY  COUNTY. 

This  county  paid  but  little  bounty  under  the  act  of 

1885.  Durinjr  sixtetm  mooth«  Allegheny  county  paid 
out  only  f53.0(»  in  bounties. 

ARMSTRONG  ("OtTNTY. 

Have  not  been  able  to  get  from  this  county  records 
but  there  is  little  doubt  that  a  considerable  amount 
was  spent  for  premiums.  During  the  first  thirteen 
months  of  the  act  of  1885  Anastrong  county  expended 
in  bounties  no  less  than  |1 ,255.30  for  heads  of  Hawks. 
Owls,  Foxes,  Minks  and  Weasels. 

BKAVER  COUNTY. 

Commissioners'  Office 
Beaver,  Pa.,  May  28,  1897. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  27th  inst.  is  just  at 
hand  and  in  reply  I  would  say:  prior  to  the  year  1889 
I  cannot  give  the  information  you  ask  for  in  detail,  but 
I  give  such  facts  as  our  records  «^ow  as  follows: 

1886.  total  amount  paid   for  premium,   $15  75 

1886,  total   amount   paid    for   premium 234  25 

1887,  total  amount  paid  for  premium,   228  25 

1888,  total  amount  paid  for  premium 50 

1889,  five   minks  and   eleven  foxes 12  25 

1890,  40  minks  and  183  foxes 193  00 

1891,  23  minks  and  249  foxes 254  75 

1892,  4€    minks   and   262   foxes 273  50 

1893,  80   minks   and   133    foxes 153  00 

1894,  53   minks   and    178   foxes 19125 

1895,  59   minks   and   159   foxes 173  75 

1896,  33   minks   and   79  foxes 87  25 

Total    sum    paid $1.817  50 

FRANK  A.  JUDO, 

(Commissi oners'  (51erk. 
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BERKS  COUNTY. 


Year. 

1 

Hi 

c 

OS 

5 

> 

5J 

a* 

Hawks. 

i2 

0 

1885 

48 
50 
35 

117 
76 

4 

10 
3 
1 
5 
2 
4 
1 

2 
lOS 
100 

999 

479 

1886 

42 

1887 

52 

1889 

1890 

68 
86 

a5 

102 
72 
56 

22 
40 
41 

80  , 
51  ' 
58 

1891 

1892,  

1.478 

1893,  

1894 

1895,  

30 

:::i' 

210 

Total 

612 

1 

485  1 

94 

No  bounties  were  paid  In  Berks  county,  according  to  records, 
In  1888  or  18^.  Eleven  "Catamounts"  paid  for  In  1886,  1886  and 
1887  are  included  in  column  under  Wild.cats. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 


Year. 


CQ 

09 

m 

OQ 

o 

1 

2 

1 

OS 

o 


1885,     ... 

1886 

1887, 

1888,  

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Total 


23 

460 

185 

1 

47 
293 
307 
250 
169 
216 

96 

.047 


4 
35 
37 
41 
36 
41 
41 

341 


7 
155 
36 


198 


20  3 

390  I        72 
71  15 


481 


90 
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BRADFORD  COUNTT. 


i 

<< 

Year. 

1 

S 

2 

2 

1 

h 

':S. 

^ 

.i 

s 

o 

1886 

1887 

1890 

1891 

1892 

Total 


302 

10 

209 

10 

236 

6 

234 

9 

291 

10 

1,271 


641 

343 

1 


345 
212 
315 
462 
696 


45       986     2.029       925 


841 
144 


232 
117 


349 


BUCKS  COUNTY. 


Year. 


X 

o 


X 

c 


c 


1886 

19 
21 

69 
47 

HI 
71 

654 
276 

58 

1887 

43 

1888,*  

1889 

3 

16 
38 

47 

107 

117 

37 

50 

4.55 

6 
9 
17 
52 
88 
59 
14 
73 

1890,  

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Total 

4^4 

182 

930 

101 

•No  premiums  paid. 
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BUTLER   COUNTY. 


1 

OQ 

n 

Year. 

O 

X 

H       1 

c 

o 

t 

s 

1891,     64  '             338 

1892 49  I             400 

1893,    59  219 

1894 88  205 

1895 '.   ....  39  180 

1896,    30  120 

Total,     329 


1.462 


The  bounty  records  of  previous  years  could  not  be  found  in 
county  commissioners'  office.  Butler  i>aid  from  about  Novem- 
ber 1,  1885,  to  November  1,  1886,  $833.73  for  Hawks,  Owls  and 
other  animals. 

CAMBRIA   COUNTY. 


OQ 

8} 

d 

93 

00 

Ui 

OQ 

2 

o 

X 

a 

1) 

0; 
X 

o 

c 

2 

K* 

wis 

>^ 

fe 

1 

!t 

t^ 

X 

° 

1885.  ... 

286 

11 

9 

3^  , 

12 

3 

1886.  ... 

793 

207 

180 

47  ' 

62 

98 

1887,  ...  1 

373 

135 

84 

11 

44 

81 

1888.  ...  ' 

9 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1889,  ... 

32 

20 

5  .. 

1890,  ... 

490 

188 

4  .. 

1891,  ... 

541 

132 

4  .. 

1892,  ... 

438 

120 

11  .. 

1893,  ...1 

IW 

28 

12  ,.. 

1894,  ... 

6  ,.. 

1895   ..  1 

2  .. 

Total,  I 

3.086 

843 

275 

136 

120 

185 

In  1893  the  county  commissioners  declined  to  ray  any  boun- 
ties on  Foxes  and  Minks,  claiminK  the  act  of  1889  to  be  un- 
constitutional.   A    "case   stated"    was   submitted    to   the   court 

43-11 
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for  an  opinion,  and  March  36,  1896,  opinion  of  the  court  was 
filed  BUBtaining:  th<»  county  commisBioners.  No  appeal  having 
been  taken  to  a  higher  court  this  county  has  not  paid  any 
bounties  under  art  of  1889,  except  for  Wildcats;  no  Wolves  hav- 
ing be«»n  killed  in  the  county   from  1885  to  1896,  inclusive. 


CAMERON    COUNTY. 


Year. 


c 


X 

c 


1894 

1895 

1896 

Total, 


esl 

24   1 

20 

65 

25 

30 

56 

9 

3 

183 


58 


53 


The  total  amount  of  money  paid  in  Cameron  county  for 
Foxes,  Minks  and  Wildcats  from  1890  to  1896,  inclusive,  is  given 
as  follows: 

1890 $129  82 

1891 160  50 

1892 173  15 

1893 171  46 

1894 131  00 

1895 139  46 

1896 84  60 

•     Total  sum  paid,    1989  87 

These  amounts  include  fees  of  justice  of  peace. 

After  the  act  of  1885  was  passed  Cameron  county  paid  to 
November  1,  1886,  at  least  $130  In  premiums,  and  from  Novem- 
ber 1,  18S6.  to  1890,  it  is  said,  a  consideraible  additional  amount 
was  paid,  but  these  certificates  could  not  be  found  by  commis- 
sioners' clerk,  Mr.  Franklin  Housler,  who  sent  me  the  records 
given  above. 
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CENTRE    COUNTY. 


Year. 

Foxes. 

CO 

i 

a; 

X 
C 

3 

m 

o 

0) 

■♦-» 

c 

(2 

1885 

1     1 
612 

2 
147 
99 

••26- 

70 
133 
110 

91 
148 

52 

4 
168  , 
93 

1 

20 
14 
24 
13 
38 
21 
37 
16 
17 
38 
14 

252 

1,246 
1,355 
770  , 

16 

381 

90 

"56' 

42 

2 

1886 

..|  362 

1 

1887 

.   348 

. .    65  1 

...   65  , 

J  511  1 

.   690 

.   474  ! 

■!  471  1 

.   443 

. .  1  146  1 

1888 

1889 

1 

1890,  

::::::::::::::::  i:;::::' 

1891 

......    ... ..!.... :.i::::: 

1892 

1893 

1     1 

1894 

1 ....; ; 

1895 

:.    '      1 

3,370 

Total,  . 

. .'  4.086  j 

872 

265 

487  j 

100 

1 

CH?:STKR  COUNTY. 


Year. 


X 

X 


o 


1885. 

1886, 

1887,* 

1880. 

1891, 

1892, 

1893, 

1894, 

1895. 

1896. 


Total, 


30 
908 
445 


108 
79 


X 

o 


1 

HI 

16 

5 

4 

1 

7 

29 

19 

27 


X 

c 
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5 

231 

334 

434 

212 

6 

7 
R 

15 

5 

14 


1,383       187  I     220       723 


551 


•January  1  to  March  18  only,  were  bounties  paid  in  1887. 
No  bounties  were  paid  In  Chester  county  in  1888  and  1889. 
above  records  include  a  small  nunvber  of  NIghthawks. 


The 
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CLARION   COUNTY. 


Year. 


OB 

?! 

» 

s 

•O 

V 

X 

H 

a 

^ 

£ 

•S  1 

o 


1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888, 

1889, 

1890, 

1891,* 

1892, 

1893. 

1894, 

1895, 

1896. 


21 

11 

285 

143 

146 

62 

1 

57 

7 

269 

54 

4  ! 

7 

3 

299 

440 

*.2 

106  i 

38 

11 

1 

Total, 


43  i     778  i     278  i     410       485 


76 


•Ceased  paying  all  bounties  except  on  Wildcats. 
During   the   first   twelve   months   of   the   act   of   1885  Clarion 
county   paid   1944  In   bounties. 

CLEARFIELD   COUNTY. 


Year. 


Foxes.     Wildcats.   Minks. 


1890, 
1891. 
1892, 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 


Total. 


17  .. 

5 

I4d  1 

37 

31 

817  1 

83  > 

118 

404 

74 

89 

456 

98 

98 

1      ^'''i 

96 

42  ... 

87 

1        i 

2.141 

430  ^ 

428 

Wildcats  or  Catamounts,  as  many  call  them,  are  very  plenti- 
ful in  Cleai-field  county,  and  many  complaints  have  come  to 
this  Department  about  the  great  damage  they  do  poultry, 
game,  etc. 
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AMOUNT     OP     MONEY     EXPENDED     BY     CLEARFIELD 
COUNTY. 

In  consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  bounty  certificates  for  the 
years  1885  to  1890,  Inclusive,  were  destroyed,  it  was  impossible  to 
secure  the  number  of  each  Icind  of  animal  for  which  premiums 
were  given  by  Clearfield  county,  except  for  the  years  1891  to  1895 
inclusive.    The  total  money  expended  is  given  below: 

In  1885.  1344.05;  1886,  $1,716.45;  1887.  $874.86;  1888,  $35.00;  1889. 
$182.00;  1890,  $848.30;  1891,  $1,090.35;  1892,  $1,112.25;  1893,  $730.26; 
1894,    $974.50;   1896,    $748.75.    Total.   $8,656.75. 

In  consequence  of  a  court  decision  declaring  that  certain 
parts  of  the  present  bounty  law  were  unconstitutional,  no  boun- 
ties were  paid  in  Clearfield  county  after  January  15,  1896.  except 
on  Wildcats  for  which  $92.50  were  expended  from  January  6  to 
March  31,  inclusive. 


CLINTON  COUNTY. 


Year. 

1 

1 

i 

c 

i 

i 

IS- 

2 

•0 

s 

3 

X 

m 

% 

0 

1885 

160 
162 
119 

25 
53 
23 

'  "46' 

6 

7 
11 
27 
11 
16 
32 
60 
21 
34 
32 
30 
17 

298 

120 

182 

92 

4 

134 
19 

1886 

25 
12 

1887 

1888 

1889 

11 
160 
207 
187 
232 
213 
135 

...... 

1890 

"*4fl* 
47 
33 
29 
27 
12 



1891 

1 

1892.  

1893,  

1 

1894 

1895 

1896 



292 

396 

Total 

t.586 

« 

157 

37 

1 
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CX)LUMBIA  COUNTY. 


Amount  of  money 
Year.  paid  for  all  ani- 

mals. 

1885 $87  50 

1886 771  90 

1887,    413  60 

1888 4  00 

1889 27  00 

1890 240  65 

1891 301  00 

1892 355  60 

1893 206  50 

1894 176  26 

1 895,    114  00 

Total   sum   paid $2,596  90 

No  bounties  were  paid  In  Columbia  county  In  1896,  and  records 
are  not  In  shape  to  show  different  kinds  of  animals  on  which 
tvountles  were  paid. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 


« 

Year. 

Minks. 

Hawks 

Owls. 

1885 

loi 

122 

4,1«3 

1,060 

3 

2 

25 

1            225 
!              20 

1 

221 

7,896 

1,976 

5 

4 

58 
530 
103 

1 

1886,    1 

4,093 

1.021 

2 

1 

1887,     

1888 

1889 

i:::::::::: 

1891 

1 

1 

Total,    

5,218  , 

i 

5.370 

271 

10.102 

693 

No  bounties  were  paid  In  Crawford  county  after  1891.  About 
$12,000  were  paid  In  this  county.  It  is  said,  under  this  act  of 
1886;  and  it  is  reliably  stated  that  after  the  act  of  June  ^3,  1885. 
went  Into  effect  Red  Squirrels  and  Chipmunks  were  as  eagerly 
hunted  by  some  scalp  hunters  as  were  Minks  and  Weasels. 
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CUMBERLAND   COUNTY. 


Year. 


I».S5, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888, 
1889, 
1890, 
1891, 
1892, 
1893, 
1894. 
1895, 


Total, 


No  bounties  paid  In  1896. 


u. 

1 

1 

BO 

o 

to 

v'i 

% 

% 

;£ 

2 

C 

08 

cd 

? 

i^ 

'1 

S 

\^ 

X 

O 

2  1 

152 

14 

5  1 

20 

9 

Ol 

102 

125 

176  , 

464 

71 

3  1 

69 

84 

92  ' 

124 

60 

4 

' 

i  ' 

92 

7 

O  1 

i;;o 

7;; 

92 

7 

169 

75 

369 

110 

373 

127 

283 

71 

168 

40 

109  , 

43 

26     1.876       696       273       608 


140 


DAUPHIN   COUNTY. 


Year. 

so 
X 

o 

X 

c 

1 

2 
S 
2 

3: 

V. 

1 

1886 

90 
4« 
63 

2 
41 
43 

5 
80 
35 
1 

2  1 

3  1 

15  1    3 

1886  

694     36 

1887,  

1888,  

161     60 

1889 

22 
115 
91 
102 
83 
85 
69 

6 
29 
42 
40 
48 
49 
60 

1 



1890 

1891 

1892 

3893 

1894 

1 

1 

2 
2 

1 

1895,  

1 

,| 

Total 

766 

360 

120  1 

21 

870 

99 
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DELAWARE    COUNTY. 

This  was  piobablj  the  only  county  in  the  State  when- 
many  of  the  alleged  noxious  animals — Foxes,  Minks, 
Weasels,  Hawks  and  Owls — were  of  frequent  occur- 
rence, that  the  citizens  showed  little  or  no  disposition 
to  kill  these  animals  for  bounty.  The  county  of  Dela- 
ware has  not,  1  am  informed,  paid  out  in  bounties  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years  much  above  fifty  dollars.  Dur- 
ing the  first  sixteen  months  of  the  act  of  1885,  Dela- 
ware county  only  exi>ended  |10.20.  Foxes  are  not  at 
all  rare  in  some  sections  of  Delaware  county  but 
through  the  efforts  of  the  members  of  the  Rose  Tree 
and  other  clubs  these  sly  animals  are  well  protected. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1885  and  about  ten  months 
in  188G  Elk  county  paid  upwards  of  |500  bounties, 
chiefly  on  Foxes,  Wildcats,  Minks  and  Weasels.  All 
of  these  animals,  likewise  birds  of  the  genus  ^ceipifer, 
are  quite  numerous  in  Elk  county  wiiere  they  destroy 
much  poultry  and  game,  as  well  as  many  species  of 
small  wild  birds.  Wildcats  and  Foxes  are  both,  in- 
creasing in  this  county,  and  as  they  increase  Deer, 
Grouse,  Rabbits  and  song  birds  are  decreasing. 


ERIE 

COUNTY 

Year. 

en 

a: 

X 

OS 

CO 

X 

od 

i 

O 

/ 

1885 

19 
111 
51 

— 

30   1              58 

18 
827 
116 

961 

20 

1886     

334 

231 

108 

1887      

526 
890 

371 
660 

103 

Total,    

181 

231 
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FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

No  records  received  fiH>in  this  county.  During  the 
first  twelve  months  of  the  1885  act  Fayette  county  paid 
about  |65(»  in  bounties.  From  about  January  1,  1886, 
to  July  1,  1886,  Fayette  county  paid  for  278  Hawks; 
80  Owls;  82  Foxes;  24  Minks,  and  6  Wildcats. 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

No  records  received  from  this  county.  During  first 
fourteen  montihs  of  act  of  1885  Forest  paid  f350  in 
bounties.  Wildcats  and  Foxes  are  common  in  Forest 
county  and  they  destroy  annually  much  poultry  and 
game,  especially  Pheasants  and  Rabbits.  This  county 
paid  in  about  six  months  from  January  1,  1886,  for  110 
Foxes;  37  Hawks  and  2  Owls. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 


Year. 


CO 

OQ 

c8 

X 

c 

^ 

02 

-a 

(H 

^ 

— • 

X 

0 

i^ 

o 


0/ 
09 


1885. 
1886 
1887, 
1888. 
1889, 
1890, 
1891, 
1892, 
1893. 
1894, 
1895, 
1S96, 


2 
49 

595    77 
1  


268  ' 


14 
8 
11 
5 

10 
8 
9 
14 
15 
22 
29 
51 


Total 8X6,   128   1P6 


210  67 
247  ,  60 
296   109 


71 
423 
408 
407 
326 
320 
204 


2,912 


88  I 

66 

162  I 
136  I 

95  I 

46 


834 


9 

30 
62 


102 


13»-H 
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FULTON  <X)UNTT. 


Year. 

00 

X 

c 

i 

i 

2 
1 

X 
OS 

X 

? 

O 

1886 

16 
162 
103 

11 

80 
86 

18 

2 

12 

20 

2 

4 

12 
9 
8 
6 
8 
5 
1 

363 
810 
16& 

20 

1886,  

90 

1887 

91 

1888 

1889.  

60 
296 
261 
213 
160 
103 

70 

32 

160 

166 

101 

80 

90 

40 



1890 

1891 

1892,  

1893 

1894,  

1896 

1896,  

Total   

1,472 

834 

163 

89 

1  .115  1 

201 

GRBE3NE  COUNTY. 


Year. 


X 

o 


X 

c 


X 


C 


1886 

1886 

1887 

Total, 


3 
93 
44 


686 
398 


140 


986 


1 
68 
57 


126 


2 
601  ' 
348, 


1 
197 
176 


951 


374 


The  records  do  not  show  that  any  bounties  were  paid  in  Greene 
county  after  the  year  1887. 
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HUNTINGDON  CJOUNTT.* 


00* 

i 

Year. 

C 

2 

5 

CQ 

OQ 

o 

1886.    

1887 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1896 

1896,    

Total, 


408 ; 

20 
247 
5961 
585  , 
665  I 
1,112 


135 
10 


3.633 


145 


94 

1 

40 

93 

230 

928 

1,341 


15 
2 

10 
15 
14 
39 
32 


2,727        127 


748 
20 


768 


126 
3 


129 


♦Many  more  animals  were  paid  for  frona  1886  to  1896,  but  rec- 
ords in  county  commissioners'  office  do  not  show  what  they  were. 
In  1885.  $25.66;  in  1886.  $239;  in  1890,  $1,294.20  and  in  1891,  $1,026.50 
were  paid  in  premiums. 


INDIANA    COUNTY. 


Year. 

Foxes. 

c 

o 
-d 

Amount  of 
Bounty 
•Paid. 

1885 

$215  80 

1886,     

144  25 

1887 

607  65 

1894,     

40 
185 

45 

82 

51  25 

1896      

5 

214  50 

Total 

>              226 

127 

5 

$1,234  45 

The  commissioners  refused  to  pay  any  bounties  during  the 
years  1888,  1889,  1890,  1891.  1892,  1893  and  1896.  The  county  records 
unfortunately  do  not  show  what  kinds  of  wild  animals  the 
$967.70  was  griven  for  in  the  years  1886.  1886  and  1887,  or  while 
the  act  of  June  23,  1885,  was  in  active  operation.  In  a  period 
of  about  six  months  from  January  1,  1886.  this  county  paid 
premiums  for  350  Foxes;  260  Weasels;  300  Hawks  and  150  Owls. 
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JEFFETRSON  C?OUNTT. 


"3 

Year. 

s 

s 

o 

rs 

K 

c 

O 

^ 

^ 

1885 166               130    I  13 

1886 960  t           798    I  78 

1887,    320  i            270   I  26 

1888,    ; 16 

1889, 40 

1890,    358               333   i  35 

1891,    233:            164  13 

1892,    10 

1893,    5 

1894,    14 

1895,    12 

1896 8 

Total 2.016            1.695  270 


During  the  years  1889,   1892  to  1896,   inclusive,   bounties  were 
only  paid  In  Jefferson  county  on  Wildcats. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 


Year. 

X* 

'Ja 

c 

1 

as 

n 

> 

1 

OQ 

s 

2 

(0 

X 

i 

1885,    

69  ' 
102  1 
100  1 

1886 

63 

80 

40  ' 

82    ; 

1 

24 
24 
13 
19 
10 
8 
13 
31 
19 
29 
16 

206 

243 

84 

29 

1887 

18 

1888 

1889 

13 
102 

68 

95 

70 
130 
101 
108 

958  1 

16 

67 

72 
148 
100 
137 

71   , 

84 

838 

1 

1890 

....  . . 

1891 

1892 

1893,         

327 

1894 

1895 

1896 j 

122 

4 

Total ! 

4 

47 

1 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 


Year. 


Money  Paid. 


1836 No  payments. 

1886,  J784  00 

1887 427  60 

1888,  No  payments. 

1889 No  payments. 

1890 1196  86 

1891 2W96 

1892 654  TB 

1893 426  76 

1894 No  payments. 

1895.  No  payments. 


The  following  letter  explains  why  more  explicit  data  cannot 
be  secured  from  this  county: 

Commissioners'  Office, 
New  Castle.  Pa..  Nov.  18,  1885. 
Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  November  7  would  say  we  de- 
stroyed all  the  scalp  premium  certificates  on  file  In  this  office 
last  summer  when  we  refitted  the  vault  with  metallic  shelving. 
Am  sorry  we  cannot  furnish  you  the  certificates,  but  if  it 
would  be  any  use  to  you  we  can  give  ypu  the  amount  paid  for 
that  purpose.  Respectfully  yours, 

C.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Clerk. 


LEBANON  COUNTY. 


Year. 

CO 

1 

CO 

c 

i 

i 

4; 

g 

2 

i 

OS 

O 

1886 

20 
38 
64 

4 

20 

1 

2 

1 
1 
2 
1 

8 

272 

29 

1886 

62 

1887 

12 

1888 

1889,  

1 

26 
28 
48 
26 

ds 

19 

1890,  

1891 



1892.  

.  .1  _ 

1898 

3 

10 
3 

2 
4 
4 

2 

1894.  

1896 

1896,  

Total 

299 

28 

47 

20 

309 

64 
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LFSHIOH  COUNTY. 


Year. 

Hawks. 

1 

n 
at 
H 

O 

K 
X 

c 

! 

IhHB 

7 

189 

39 

63 
73 
22 

6 

31 
40 

2 
24 
30 
26 
38 
59 
58 
50 

1886 

149 
13 

27 

1887,  

30 

1888 

1890  

24 
36 
32 
46 
36 
44 
39 

1891,   



1892 

1893,  ! 

1894 

1896  

1896     

Total,  

235 

162 

416 

864 

67 

No  bounties  paid  in  Lehigh  in  1889. 

LYCOMING  CK>UNTY. 

No  bouDt;y  records  have  been  obtained  from  this 
•)Ounty,  many  of  the  early  ones  being  destroyed  by  a 
flood.  During  the  first  year  that  the  act  of  1885  was 
in  active  force  Lycoming  county  paid  |1,039  in  boun- 
ties, a  large  ptrt  of  which  was  for  beneficial  Hawks 
and  Owls.  Foxes,  Wildcats  and  the  Common  Weasel 
are  common,  especially  Foxes,  in  certain  sections  of 
Lycoming  and  they  do  much  damage  to  poultry  and 
game.  In  a  period  of  about  «ix  months  from  January 
1,  1886,  this  county  paid  for  700  Hawks  and  Owls,  and 
250  Foxes. 

McKBAN  <X>UNTT. 

From  date  of  act  (June  23, 1885),  to  November  1,  1880, 
this  counly  paid  }1, 023.50  in  bounties  for  different 
kinds  of  animals.  A  considerable  additional  amount 
has  been  paid  in  McKean  in  bounties  since  the  date 
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above  given,  or  until  1893.  After  1893  bounties  were 
not  paid  in  McKean  county  for  any  animals  until 
1897,  when  Judge  A.  G.  Olmsted  ruled  ''That  a  bounty  of 
}2.()0  be  paid  on  each  Wildcat."  Wildcats  and  Foxes 
are  numerous  in  this  county  and  they  do  much  dama^ 
to  game  and  small  wild  birds.  During  first  six  months 
of  1886  McKean  county  paid  for  17  Wildcats;  137 
Foxes;  115  Minks;  120  Hawks;  81  Owls,  and  22  Wea- 
sels. 

MERCER  CX>UNTY. 

No  l)ounty  records  have  been  received  from  Mercer, 
which,  in  the  first  few  months  of  the  act  of  1885,  was 
one  of  the  banner  counties  in  paying  premiums,  as  indi- 
cated by  an  outlay  of  |2,319.70.  This  is  one  of  the 
districts  in  Pennsylvania  where  the  clover-loving  and 
burrowing  Woodchuck  gives  the  fanners  so  much  trou- 
ble, and  at  nearly  every  session  of  the  Legislature  the 
representatives  from  this  county  make  an  effort  to  have 
a  bounty  placed  on  this  troublesome  animal.  A  letter 
received  from  Mercer  county  commissioners  in  June, 
1886,  contains  this  information: 

'*Our  people  did  not  become  apprised  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  to  which  you  refer  until  some  time  after  Its  approval,  and 
as  a  result  we  did  not  have  any  certificates  presented  until 
after  the  first  of  December,  1885.  Since  that  time  we  have  paid 
out  $1,300,  and  of  thi^  amount  fully  $1,000  has  been  for  Hawks 
and  Owls;  mostly  Owls.  Have  not  paid  for  more  than  ten  or 
12  Foxes." 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

No  bounty  records  received  from  this  county.  In  the 
first  ei^ht  months  that  act  of  1885  became  generally 
known,  Mifflin  paid  f357.60  in  bounties.     This  is  a  num- 
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biT  one  locality  for  Pheasants,  Wild  Turkeys  and  Rab- 
bits, but  the  prowJing  Foxes  and  sneaking  Wildcats 
keep  them  thinned  out,  and  they  also  destroy  much 
poultry. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


Year. 

Hawks. 

Owls. 

Minks. 

vVeasels. 

Foxes. 

1886 

106 
140 

8 
23 

17 
1 
1 
9 
6 
5 

16 
20 

75 

12  1 

1887,    

1889 

1892.    

:::::::::: 

2 

1893,    

1 

4 

1894 

I 

6 

1895.    

1 

6 

1896 



"i 

17 

Total 

246 

31 

35 

No  WUdcats  in  this  county;  no  bounty  records  found  for  1888, 
IS90  and  1891. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

No  records  obtained  fpom  Northampton  where,  dur- 
ing first  few  months  that  act  of  1885  was  generally 
known,  |381.60  were  paid  in  bounties. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

This  county  paid  from  December,  1885,  to  November 
1,  1886,  11,140.25  in  bounties;  since  then  a  very  consid- 
erable sum  has  been  expended  but  detailed  informa- 
tion concerning  it  T  have  not  been  able  to  secure. 
From  December,  1885,.  to  July  C,  1886,  Perr>'  paid 
premiums  as  follows:  465  Hawks;  62  Owls;  453  Foxes; 
130  Minks  and  52  Weasels. 

44-n 
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PIKE  COUNTY. 


Year. 

00 
■V 
X 

o 

X 
OS 

X 

o 

«* 
■♦-» 
si 

2 
5 

s 

C 

i 

1885,  

18 

163 

86 

12 
196 

48 

3 

12 
9 

2 

7 
14 
14 
12 

7 

10 
20 
18 

4 
24 

1 

12 
46 

1 

1886 

40 

1887,  

14 

1888  



1889,  

16 
133 
122 
147 
186 
117 
129 





6 

1890,  

29 

1891,  

16 

1892,  

M 

1893  

44 

1894 



54 

1896 

34 

Total 

W6' 

266 

« 

132 

69 

292 

POTTER  COUNTY. 


Year. 

30 

1 

> 

I 

o 

2 

i 
I 

m 
it 

c 

CO 

1 

1 

1885.  

4 

125 
100 

24 

98  1   62 

1886 

48 

50 

1 

575 
450 

326 
225 

15 

1887,  

1888 

36 

....   13 

10 

1889,  

6 

1 

25 

30 

36 

7 
68 

3 
34 

1890,  

1 

1891,  

1892.  

1893 

1894.  

21 
26 
13 

1896,  

* 

1896 

Total 

229 

99 

1 

264 

1.198 

649 

25 
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SCHUYLKILL,  COUNTY.* 


Year. 

H 

O 
Ix, 

C 

QQ 

I 

2 

r 

? 
O 

n 

1885 

86 
255 

IH 

9 

8 

113 

126 

121 

180 

182 

106 

72 

1886.  

192 

115 

1 

2 

58 
43 
66 
91 
79 
5S 
10 

94 
95 

1887,  

1 

1 

1888.  

1889»  . . 

1890 

1891,  

1892 

1 

1893,  

1 

1894 

1896,  

1 

1896,  

1 

Total,  

1,404 

70O 

189 

t 

1 

1 

♦Numerous  Hawks  and   Owls   were  killed  in   this  county  of 
which  no  records  are  on  file. 


SNYDER  COUNTY. 


Year. 

n* 

1 

i 

H 
O 

en 

a 

CO 

1 

a; 

S 

1 

w 

1886 

94 
94 

101 
16 

141 
93 

103 
55 
«7 
50 
67 

6 

89 

68 

10 

86 

107 

141 

147 

113 

69 

97 

"90 
33 

30 
520 
136 

6 

1886 

1 

130 

1887,  

39 

1889 

1890 .' 

1891 

1892 

1 
4 
2 

1893 

1894 

1896 

1896,  

Total,  

8 

851 

933 

123 

685 

175 

No  bounties  paid  in  Snyder  in  1888. 
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SOMERSET   COUNTY.* 

Commissioners'   Office, 
Somerset,  Pa.,  June  11.  1897. 
The  amount  of   bounty  paid   by   Somerset   county   each  year 
since  1885  for  scalps  is  as  follows: 

1886 1450  05 

1886 1,9%  25 

1 887 940  05 

1888 60  46 

1889 159  60 

1890 1,006  90 

1891 809  96 

1892 833  95 

1893 649  10 

1894,    26  35 

1895 13  50 

1 896 18  00 

Total   sum   paid $6,963  15 

The  above  statement  shows  the  amounts  paid  for  scalps  since 
ISSo.     Hoping  this  will  be  satisfactory, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  G.  EMERT, 

Clerk. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 


! 

Year. 

00 

X 

Wildcats. 

>< 

c 

1886 

2**8 

OQ 

94 

74 

1 

si'l 

96 
102 
107 
116 
128 
122 

26 

18 

1887 

137       '^ 

1888 

12 
26 
16 
13 
26 
22 
18 
24 
13 

1889 

1890,  

1891 

34 
14 
54 
77 
68 
112 

1892,  

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Total 

365 

224 

921 

403 

♦In  about  six  months  from  January  1.  1896,  Somer-^et 
paid  bounties  as  follows:  14  Wildoatj--;  69  Owls;  410  Hawks:  250 
Weasels;   215   Minks   and   270  Foxes. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  CTOUNTY. 

In  about  ten  months  after  act  of  1885  became  gen- 
erally kno^n  to  residents  of  Susquehanna  county  boun- 
ties amounting  to  Jl,200  were  paid.  Considerable 
money  has  since  been  expended  but  a  detailed  state- 
ment concerning  same  has  not  been  obtained.  Sus- 
quehanna in  1885  paid  for  10  Foxes;  4  Minks;  5  Wea- 
sels, and  0  Hawks  and  Owls,  and  in  1886  from  January 
1,  to  July  5,  for  217  Poxes;  171  Minks;  83  Weasels;  223 
Hawks,  and  55  Owls. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

Tioga  county  paid  in  first  twelve  months  under  act 
of  1885,  Jl,160  for  "scalp^s."  A  large  sum  lias  been  paid 
since  then  but  no  detailed  statement  concerning  same 
has  been  obtained. 


UNION   COUNTY. 


Year. 

a 

i 

V 

QQ* 

H 
1 

X 

? 

0 

1886,  

85 
14 
75 
71 
70 
75 

g 

"if 

48 
6 
34 
69 
57 
93 
66 
87 

""b2 
22 



2 

""2 
2 
3 
5 
6 
5 
6 

30 

6 
390 
476 



1 

1 

1886 

1   171 

1887,  

71 

1889 

1890,  

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 



1895 

875 



Total 

687  , 

607 

74 

243 
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VENANGO  OOUNTT. 


Year. 


0/ 

o 


c 


X 

a: 


c 


1886. 
1887, 
1888. 
1890. 
1891. 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1896. 


Total 931 


58 

77 

6 

186 

183 
163 

**228 
119 
143 
U4 
279 
174 

483 

226 

3 

2 
2 

416 
79 

57 
23 

112 
122 
106 



i 

2 

'214 
52 



*  7 

■ 

931  ' 

1,403 

712 

14 

495 

80 

VVASHING1X)N   COUNTY. 


„  Amount  paid  for 

^^^^'  all  animals. 

Jf^'    1600  00 

}?S 480  75 

1892 490  20 

1893 187  25 

Total  sum  paid $1,668  20 

Previous  to  1890  no  records  have  been  retained  in  county 
commissioners*  office;  no  records  of  name  and  number  of  each 
animal  kept  at  any  time.  During  first  year  the  act  of  1886  was 
in  active  force  Washington  county  paid  for  all  kinds  of  animals 
1727.50. 

WARREN   COUNTY. 

Dear  Sir:  lu  reply  to  your  letter  of  inquiry'  of  May 
28th,  T  will  say  that  the  amounts  paid  for  bounty  for 
the  years  named  is  as  f-ollows:  For  1885,  f226;  for  1886, 
♦1,524.40;  1887,  f707.10;  1888,  |37.50;  1889,  f  64.60;  1890, 
SI 8.15;  since  which  time  this  county  has  not  paid  any 
bounty. 
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The  Ckunmiasianers  took  the  ground  in  1887  that  the 
law  wafi  not  consititutional  and  have  refused  to  pay 
since,  except  such  amounts  as  had  been  paid  out  by 
justices  to  those  claiming  bounty,  and  simply  refunded 
to  them. 

Our  accounts  are  such  that  to  fully  answer  your  in- 
quiries would  necessitate  assorting  each  voucher  filed, 
which  would  require  considerble  time  amd  some  ex- 
pense, but  if  required  will  make  such  a  report. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  B.  JAOKSON, 
Clerk. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

1885,    $291  50 

1886 784  80 

1887. 588  40 

1888.    17  70 

1889 

1890 210  20 

1891 .' 286  40 

1892 220  06 

1893 29«  15 

1894 252  90 

1895,    234  90 

1896 230  30 

Total  sum  paid $3,409  30 

Commissioners'  Office. 
Greensburg.  Pa.,  May  31,  1897. 
Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  statement  of  the  amount  paid 
out  each  year  for  the  klllingr  of  Hawks.  Owls.  etc.  I  am  una- 
ble to  give  you  the  number  of  each  kind  killed  as  the  way  the 
records  have  been  kept  here  they  do  not  give  the  number  and 
kind,  but  only  give  the  total  amount  for  each  year. 

Very  truly  yours. 

HUGH  HENDERSON. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY. 


Yoar, 


li 


X 

^ 

— 

08 

EC 

a: 

c 

1886 I      87  103 

1887 i      90  106 

1889 I      50  43 

1890 i    164  96 

1891 149  100 

1892 I    309  113 

1893 I    212  104 

1894 '. 135  78 

1 ■ 

Total 1.196  742 


10        132         21  I 

4  130         18             6 

9    ' 

14     

12     1 ! 

13     

6    

7 

75  262         39             6 


The  bounty  certificates  for  1885  and  1887,  when  tfounty  was 
paid  cannot  be  found,  and  in  1895  and  1896  the  commissioners 
refused  to  pay  bounty  for  any  of  the  above-named  animals. 

OTHKR   REXX)RI>S. 

Bounty  records  fvfna  some  of  the  following  named 
counties  were  burned  in  the  recent  fire*  which  de- 
stroyed my  office.  Those  from  the  remainder  of  the 
counties  could  not  be  obtained  in  time  to  go  in  this 
chapter: 

Bedford,  Montour, 

('arbon.  Northumberland, 

JuniatJi,  l'hiladel]ihia, 

Luz(»riie,  Wayne, 

Monroe.  York 
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THE  SCALP  ACT  OF  181)7. 

At  the  sestsion  of  381)7,  in  consequence  of  the  wide- 
spread sentiir.ent  in  favor  of  bounties,  there  was  a  de- 
termined effort  made  to  pass  a  scalp  bill,  which  wo-uld 
allow  premiums  for  Hawks,  Owls,  Herons,  English 
Sparrows,  Crows  nnd  Kint^^lishers.  These  efforts,  of 
course,  were  stronj>:ly  opposed  in  committee  and  on 
the  floor  of  the  Lejrislative  halls,  and,  as  a  compro- 
mise, the  followin^i:  act  was  passed  and  approved  July 
9,  1897: 

AN   ACT 

For  the  destrutclon  of  Wildcats,  Foxes  and  Minks  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  provldlnK  for  the  payment  of  bounties  on  the 
same,  officers'  fees,  and  fixing:  a  penalty  for  violation  of  the 
same. 

Section  1.  Be  It  enacted,  etc.,  That  for  the  benefit  of  agri- 
culture and  protection  of  grame  within  this  Commonwealth,^ 
there  is  hereby  established  the  followlngr  provisions  for  the  de- 
struction of  certain  noxious  animals,  to  be  paid  by  the  respec- 
tive counties  in  which  the  same  are  slain,  namely:  For  every 
Wildcat,  two  dollars;  for  e\'>ery  Fox,  Red  or  Gray,  one  dollar; 
for  every  Mink,  fifty  cents. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person,  having:  killed 
any  of  the  animals  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
who  is  desirous  of  availing^  himself  of  the  premiums  therein 
provided,  to  produce  such  slain  animal  before  any  magistrate, 
alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  the 
same  was  killed,  and  make  affidavit  of  the  time  and  place  of 
killing:  the  same:  Provided,  That  the  pelt  if  entire  from  the  tip 
of  the  nose  of  any  such  animal  may  be  produced  in  lieu  of  such 
animal  when  so  preferred;  and  upon  the  reception  of  any  such 
animal  or  pelt,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  officer,  in  pre- 
sence of  said  person  killing  such  animal  and  one  elector  of  the 
county,  to  cut  oflf  the  ears  of  such  animal,  and  in  the  presence 
of  such  persons  burn  the  same. 

Section  3.  Upon  the  destruction  of  such  ears,  the  said  officers 
shall  give  to  the  person  producing  such  animal  or  pelt  a  certi- 
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flcate  of  compliance  with  the  provisiona  of  this  act.  directed 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  in  which  such  animal  wan 
slain,  which  certiAcate  shall  contain  the  following  facts:  The 
kind  of  animal,  and  when,  where  and  by  whom  killed,  and  the 
date  by  whom  and  In  the  presence  of  what  elector  the  ears 
of  such  animal  were  destroyed;  and  upon  the  production  of 
such  certificate  the  said  commissioners  shall  erlve  an  order  upon 
the  county  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  premium  or  premiums 
provided  by  this  act,  and  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the 
said  officer  taking?  the  affidavit  provided  for  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  to  file  the  same  forthwith,  or  cause  the  same 
to  be  filed,  in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county;  and. 
upon  filing  the  same,  the  said  officer  shall  receive  from  the 
county  treasurer  the  sum  o^  twenty-five  cents  as  full  compen- 
sation for  all  his  services  under  this  act. 

Section  4.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  and  fraudulently  collect 
any  premium  or  premiums  provided  in  this  act.  or  shall  aid. 
abet  or  assist  in  any  official  capacity  or  otherwise  in  the  same, 
he,  she,  or  they  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon 
conviction  thereof,  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and  undergo  an  im- 
prisonment in  the  county  Jail  of  the  proper  county  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  both,  or  either,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Section  5.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

If  this  act  is  faithfuJly  carried  out  there  should  be 
no  fraud  practiced  under  it,  and  individuals  who  may 
desire  to  manufacture  "scalps"  of  mammals  from 
skins  of  wild  or  domesticated  animals,  will  no  doubt 
hesitate  about  engaging  in  such  ventures  when  they 
know  the  penalty  imposed  by  section  four. 

While  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  writer  is  not 
an  advocate  of  unwise  scalp  acts,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  this  measure  provides  premiums  only  for 
mammals  which  are  a  great  nuisance.  Foxes,  Wild- 
cats and  Minks  are  common  and  they  destroy  a  large 
amount  of  poultry,  game,  and  small  wild  birds  every 
vear. 
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METHODS  OF  CAPTURING  BIRDS  OF  PREY. 

Oftentimes  certain  of  the  birds  of  prey,  as  shown  on 
preceding  pages  of  this  work,  become  very  trouble- 
some, and  the  farmer,  poulterer  or  stockman  is  often 
obliged,  in  order  to  pit>tect  himself  from  serious 
losses,  to  adopt  means  whereby  he  can  rid  himself  of 
the  feathered  depredators.  Some  of  the  methods  em- 
ployed in  this  and  other  States  to  destroy  Hawks, 
Owls  and  Eagles  are  as  follows: 

SHOOTING. 

When  the  scalp  act  of  1885  was  in  force,  great  num- 
bers of  Hawks  were  killed  by  hunters  who  approached 
the  birds  on  horseback,  in  wagons  or  in  sleighs.  In 
one  day  a  hunter  shot  sixteen  Hawks;  they  were:  3, 
Cooper's;  3,  Sparrow;  2,  Red-shouldered;  2,  Rough- 
legged,  and  6,  Red-tailed.  If  Hawks  are  shot  at  and 
missed  two  or  three  timesj  when  thus  approached, 
they  become  very  shy  and  will  seldom  allow  a  wagon 
or  sleigh  to  get  near  them.  At  first,  however,  these 
birds  can  easily  be  approached  by  vehicles  drawn  by 
a  quiet  horse,  so  that  the  gunner  can  get  within  20 
or  30  yards  before  they  fly;  and  often  you  can  drive  or 
ride  directly  under  them  when  perrhed  on  trees.  It 
is  much  easier  to  shoot  from  a  sleigh  than  a  wheeled 
vehicle.  When  you  use  the  latter  it  is  best  to  jump 
out  on  the  ground  before  shooting  and  take  the  bird 
on  the  wing.  It  is  better  to  go  on  horseback  after 
Hawks  and  Eagles  than  in  a  sleigh  or  wagon. 
Never  attempt  to  shoot  when  sitting  on  the  horse  un- 
less you  know  the  animal  will  not  be  frightened  at 
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the  report  of  the  guu;  and  if  you  make  it  a  rule  to 
slip  oflf  the  horse  before  you  shoot  it  will  be  more  sat- 
isfactory in  many  ways. 

THE  GRASS  SUIT. 

Hawks,  Eagles  and  other  wary  birds  can  frequently 
be  approached  quite  easily  by  the  hunter  attired  in 
grass  suits  such  as  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
illustrations.  The  writei*  has  employtnl  this  disguise 
with  good  success  in  capturing  birds  of  prey,  Herons, 
fc5hore  birds  and  Ducks.  In  approaching  bii'ds  in  this 
dress  esfKMrial  caic  must  be  used  to  prevent  your  gun 
from  being  seen,  and  if  the  barrels  are  bright  it  is  best 
to  paint  or  cover  them  with  some  ooJored  material 
similar  in  hue  to  the  suit  which  is  of  a  dead-grass 
color.  A\Tien  the  game  you  are  slowly  and  cautiously 
approaching  looks  toward  you,  yon  should  remain  mo- 
tionless until  it — if  it  be  a  Hawk  or  Eagle — turns  its 
head  in  another  direction,  then  move  a  little  nearer 
or  crouch  do\^'n  as  shown  in  illustration  '^Waiting  for 
a  Shot."  Usually,  by  a  little  cai-eful  maneuvering  and 
circling  around,  the  Hawk  or  Eagle  can  be  approached 
sufficiently  close  to  enable  you  to  get  a  good  shot. 
Two  men,  one  attired  in  a  grass  suit  and  the  other  in 
ordinary  dress,  can  have  better  success  than  a  single 
person  in  a  grass  suit  in  quest  of  Hawks  or  Eagles. 
The  man  in  plain  cJothes  can  attract  the  birds'  atten- 
tion, yet  keep  several  liundred  yards,  if  need  be,  from 
it,  and  his  companion  in  disguise  can  approach  it 
much  more  easily. 

A  good  rifle  shot  can  readily  destroy  Hawks,  etc., 
by  using  any  of  the  above-described  methods.  The 
late  Truman  Yarriall,  of  Willistown,  Chester  county, 
Pa.,  was  an  expert  rifle  shot;  he  approached  his  vic- 
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tims  on  horseback,  and  would  shoot  them  at  from  60 
to  150  yards  distance.  This  gentleman  believed  that 
birds  of  pi'ey,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  were  the 
worst  foes  that  poultry  and  game  had  to  contend 
against,  and  all  large-sized  Hawks  and  Owls  fell  be- 
fore his  unerring  aim,  which  caused  the  death,  during 
the  last  tweirty  years  of  his  life,  of  between  1,500  and 
1,600  Hawks,  besides  a  large  number  of  Owls  and  a 
few  Eagles.  Fnend  Yarnall,  when  seventy-four  years 
of  age,  killed,  in  one  winter,  72  out  of  74  Hawks  that 
he  shot  at  with  his  muzzle-loading  rifle  that  carried 
about  100  bullets  to  the  pound.  One  hnndred  and 
seventy-six  Hawks  was  the  greatest  number  he  ever 
killed  in  any  one  year.  Rifle-shooting,  however,  in  a 
populous  farming  community^  is  dangerous  and,  if 
practiced,  too  great  care  cannot  be  taken.  Indeed,  it 
is  the  safest  plan  to  not  do  it. 

WHEN  SNOW  COVERS  THE  GROUND. 

When  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow  the  grass 
suit,  of  course-,  cannot  be  uped  as  a  disguise,  and  if  a 
horse  and  sleigh  is  not  obtainable,  a  dress  of  pure 
white  material — muslin  or  any  other  light  weight 
goods,  consisting  of  pants,  loose  blouse,  hat  and  white 
gloves — is  a  disguise  that  will  enable  the  hunter,  with 
reasonable  caution,  to  approach  on  foot  birds  of  prey 
in  the  same  manner  as  when  attired  in  the  gi'ass  suit. 
The  gun  barrels  should  be  covered  with  white  mater- 
ial, paint,  chalk  or  muslin  case. 

SHOOTING   HAWKS  FROM  BLINDS. 

The  author  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Isaiah  F.  Everhart,  tlie 
well-known  traveler  and  naturalist,  of  Scranton,  Pa., 
for  an  account  of  a  unique  method  of  killing  birds  of 
prey  when  migrating,  which  is  adopted  by  farmers 
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and  other  country  people  in  Lackawanna  county, 
where,  it  is  said,  several  hundred  Hawks  are  slain 
every  year  in  the  autumn.  I  have  been  informed  that 
as  many  as  100  dead  Hawks  have  been  seen  about 
this  blind  at  one  time. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  June  7,  1897. 
••B.  H.  Warren,  M.  D., 

"HarriabuFff,   Pa. 

"My  Dear  Doctor:  In  reply  to  your  letter  requesting  infor- 
mation respecting  the  fall  migration  of  Hawks,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  am  not  as  well  informed  on  the  subject  as  the  matter 
requires.  About  eight  miles  north  from  Scranton,  Pa.,  over  a 
depression  of  mountain  ranges  running  northeast  and  south- 
west, during  the  fall  months,  especially  October  and  November, 
the  Hawks  have  a  favorite  crossing  place  going  in  their  migra- 
tions. For  the  past  several  years  the  county  people  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  shooting  them  from  blinds  on  the  crest  of  the 
Mount  of  Brush.  The  mode  ia  as  follows:  The  birds  can  be  . 
seen  coming  a  long  distance  across  the  valley  or  along  the 
mountain  side;  when  within  a  half  mile  or  so  a  dead  chicken  or 
Hawk  Is  thrown  high  into  the  air;  If  seen  by  the  HaWk  it  will 
come  straight  as  an  arrow  for  the  supposed  prey  and  can  be 
easily  shot. 

"The  migrations  are  greatest  during  the  latter  part  of  Oc- 
tober and  the  first  part  of  November,  when  the  wind  blows 
strong  from  the  north  or  northwest;  the  number  of  Hawks 
shot  in  one  day  has  been  from  twenty  to  thirty,  while  a  hun- 
dred or  so  may  be  seen  that  are  not  attracted  to  the  blinds. 

"The  principal  species  are  the  Red-tail  and  the  Goshawk  and 
Cooper's  Hawk,  the  latter  predominating.  Occasionally  a  Gol- 
den Eagle  falls  a  victim  to  the  deception;  last  fall  two  were 
killed,  while  a  number  were  seen  to  pass.  The  Bald-beaded 
Eagle  cannot  be  allured,  but  passes  in  contempt  all  efforts  to 
deceive  his  majesty. 

"In  the  spring  migrations  north  they  do  not  follow  this  exact 
course,  but  are  seen  high  in  the  air,  generally  over  the  crest  of 
the  mountain,  circling  high  on  their  Journey. 

"I.  F.  BVBRHART." 

SHOOTING    HAWKS    AT    ROOSTS. 

Anothei'  method   of  shooting  Hawks    from    blinds 
was,  some  yeai-s  ago.  vei7  snoeessfiillv  followed  by  a 
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Philadelphia  taxidermist  of  mj  acquaintance  who 
killed,  in  one  winter,  about  a  hundred  of  these  birds, 
chiefly  Red-tailed,  Red-shouldered  and  Rough-legged 
species,  which  frequented  the  meadows  in  the  daytime 
and  at  night  roosted  in  neighboring  woods.  His  plan 
was  to  go  to  the  woods  and,  by  seeing  the  droppings 
under  the  trees,  he  could  locate  places  where  the 
birds  slept.  After  having  marked  these  places  the 
man  would  hide  in  blinds  made  of  boughs  and  fallen 
limbs,  brush,  etc.,  and  when  the  birds  returned  in  the 
evening  they  were  shot.  On  bright  moonlight  nights, 
he  informed  me,  he  often  killed  Hawks  by  walking 
from  one  tree  to  another  which  he  had  previously 
marked.  The  stomachs  of  thirty-five  of  these  Hawks, 
he  thus  destroyed  in  one  month,  were  examined,  and, 
with  two  exceptions,  to- wit:  a  Red-tail  that  had  re- 
mains of  a  chicken  and  two  CJooper's  Hawks  which 
had  small  birds,  all  of  these  birds  of  prey  had  in  their 
viscera  only  small  rodents.  Meadow  Mice  chiefly,  and 
insects,  principally  grasshoppers,  and  a  few  frogs. 
Do  you  think  agricultural  or  game  interests  were  bene- 
fitted by  the  slaughter  of  these  beneficial  birds? 

TRAPPING  BIRDS  OF  PREY. 

Eagles,  Hawks  and  Owls,  as  well  as  numerous  other 
kinds  of  birds,  can  be  trapped.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  most  usual  means  adopted  to  capture  the 
raptorial  birds. 

Birds  of  prey  as  well  as  some  predatory  mammals 
•will  often  kill  poultry  or  game  and  devour  a  portion  of 
Jt,  and  then  go  off  and  return  again  to  feed  upon  the 
remainder.  A  steel  trap,  fastened  by  a  chain  to  a 
large  stone,  spring  pole,  or  fence  rail,  and  placed  on 
or  at  one  side  of  the  slain  animal  wilT  generally  re- 
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suit  in  the  capture  of  the  destroyer,  particularly  if  it 
be  a  raptorial  bird. 

Hawks  and  some  other  birds  of  prey  can  be  easily 
caught  by  setting  a  steel  trap  on  the  top  of  a  tree 
stump  or  pole  and  placing  a  bait  under  the  trap.  A 
Mouse,  small  bird,  or  chicken  can  be  used.  Some- 
times a  live  chicken  or  pigeon  tied  near  the  pole  or 
stump  (m  whicJi  the  trap  rests  is  used  to  lure  the 
Hawk  or  Owl,  whieb  often  will  fly  to  the  elevated 
perch  before  swooping  down  upon  it.  The  detrimen- 
tal species  of  Hawks  are  not  as  apt  to  be  caught  by 
steel  traps  with  live  bait  as  are  the  beneficial  species; 
especially  the  Red-tail  species.  Steel  traps  set  in 
grass  fields  or  meadows  slightly  covered  with  grass 
and  weeds,  and  baited  with  dead  mice  or  English 
Sparrows  tied  to  the  i>an,  often  serve  as  attractive 
baits  to  ciiteh  Hawks  and  Owls. 

The  Cooper's  Hawk.  Shai-p-shinned  Hawk  and  Gos- 
hawk, are  tlie  three  species  in  this  State  which  are  a 
scourge  to  the  poultry  yard.  They  all,  as  well  as  the 
Duck  Hawk,  it  is  said,  can  be  destroyed  by  the  "plank 
and  wire''  Hawk  trap,  a  Yankee  invention  that  is 
easily  constructed.  It  consists  of  a  piece  of  plank 
two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  square,  set  with  stiff  and 
sharp-pointed  perpendicular  wires  each  about  eighteen 
inches  to  two  feet  long.  Tliis  is  placed  on  the  ground 
in  a  conspicuous  ])lare  and  the  j)lank  is  covered  with 
grass  and  dirt,  or,  in  winter,  with  snow  (if  ground  is 
covered  with  snow)  and  a  Jive  chicken  or  pigiH)n  is  se- 
cured to  the  centre.  The  Hawk  seeing  this  pounces 
down  to  be  impaled  on  the  sharp-pointed  upwright 
wires.  Th<»  Great  Homed  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Snowy 
Owl,  and  Ragles  have,  it  is  said,  been  successfully  cap 
lured  by  this  contrivance. 
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METHODS  OF  CAPTURING  MAMMAL8. 

This  paper  contains  brief  descriptione  of  certain 
methods  which  may  be  employed  by  farmers  and  poul- 
try raisers  to  capture  different  species  of  mammals 
whicli  prey  upon  the  inhabitants  of  their  poultry 
yards. 

It  it  not  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  give  in  this 
work  an  exhaustive  account  of  the  great  number  of 
artful  devices,  etc,  which  skillful  trappers  and  poach- 
ers employ  to  catch  wild  animals.  Those  who  desire 
such  information  can  get  it  by  consulting  books  which 
are  devoted  entirely  to  the  art  of  trapping. 

While  it  is  true  that  many  kinds  of  good  traps  c^n 
be  made  by  hand,  the  best  kind  of  a  trap  for  general 
use  is  a  good  steel  trap.  Experienced  hunters  and 
trappers  claim  that  none  are  superior  to  the  celebrated 
"Newhouse  Steel  Traps,"  manufactured  by  the  Oneida 
Community,  Kenwood,  New  York.  These  traps  are 
graded  by  numbers.  No.  1  has  a  speiid  of  jaws  of  four 
inches;  it  is  designed  especially  for  Muskrats,  Mink 
and  other  animals  of  similar  size.  Size  No.  2  is  a  little 
larger;  the  spread  of  jaws  is  five  inches.  This  will 
hold  a  Fox,  Raccoon  or  Opossum.  It  will  also  hold  a 
Wildcat,  but  for  this  powerful  animal  a  No.  3,  which 
has  a  spread  of  jaws  of  five  and  a  half  inches  and  pow- 
erful double  springs,  is  better. 

Many  perjii^ns  seem  to  think  the  pan  of  the  steel 
trap  should  be  baited.  The  pan,  except  in  exceptional 
cases,  should  never  be  baited.  The  pan  is  intended 
for  the  fi'^A  of  the  animal,  and  the  bait  should  be 
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placed  80  that  the  auinial  will  not  uotice  the  trap, 
but  in  endeavoring  to  reach  the  bait  will  step  on  the 
pan. 

TO  TRAP  A  WILD  CAT. 

Wildcats  may  be  caup^ht  in  a  steel  trap  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  a  pen  made  of  stakes,  arranged  in  a 
N'-shaped  manner  at  the  base  of  a  fallen  log  or  by  an 
oW  stump,  in  slashings  where  these  animals  live.  The 
pen  is  usually  covered  over  the  top  with  some  brush. 
The  bait,  a  head  of  a  chicken.  Pheasant,  Rabbit,  or 
even  a  piece  of  fresh  beef,  is  hung  inside  of  tlie  pen, 
and  the  trap,  attached  to  a  strong  chain,  to  one  end 
of  which  is  fastened  a  small,  strong  log  or  pole,  weigh- 
ing, say,  six  to  eight  pounds,  which,  when  dragged 
along,  will  not  stop  the  animal  by  its  weight,  but 
which  will  seriously  retard  its  progress.  Sometimes 
a  strong  spring  pole  is  used.  Tbis,  when  the  animal 
gets  into  the  trap,  draws  both  the  trap  and  its  captive 
up  into  the  air  and  out  of  reach  of  the  ground.  Wild- 
cats are  -also  sometimes  caught  in  wire  snares  and 
dead-falls.  This  animal  may  be  caught  with  a  steel 
trap  hidden  under  snow,  leaves  or  moss,  and  a  bird  or 
other  bait  suspended  from  a  twig  above  the  trap  as 
shown  in  the  illustration  ''How  to  Pool  a  Pox."  Some 
say  it  is  btMst  to  place  a  thin  piece  of  paper  over  the 
open  jaws  of  the  trap  so  as  to  keep  dirt,  moss  or  snow 
from  preventing  the  trap  working  easily. 

TO  CATCH  A  MINK. 

Minks  follow  the  water  and  they  hunt  around  every 
nook  and  corner  for  food.  The  steel  trap  is  placed 
near  the  edge  of  the  water,  about  an  inch  under  the 
water's  surface,  directly  in  front  of  a  rock  or  high 
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bank,  where  Minks  are  known  to  frequent.  The  bait — 
a  fish,  frog,  bird  or  head  of  a  chicken — is  hung  about 
eighteen  inches  above  the  trap.  The  bait  should  al- 
ways be  so  placed  that  it  cannot  be  reached  from  the 
.bank  or  rock  without  the  animal  steps  into  the  trap 
to  reach  it. 

The  trap  may  also  be  placed  on  the  land  and  cov- 
ered with  leaves,  snow,  moss,  etc.,  but  be  careful  that 
the  covering  will  not  stop  the  jaws  from  closing  prop- 
erly, and  hang  the  bait,  which  can  be  scented  with 
fish  oil  or  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  peppermint, 
sweet  oil  and  honey.  Traps  can  also  be  set  in  shallow 
water,  and  a  tv.  ig  can  be  stuck  in  the  water  near  the 
trap  from  which  the  scented  bait  can  be  suspended. 
A  trap  can  be  set  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  covered,  and 
the  prepared  bait  hung  above  it.  The  carcass  of  a 
Muskrat,  a  favorite  article  of  food,  by  the  way,  of  the 
Mink,  a  dead  chicken,  fish  or  chunk  of  fresh  beef  can 
be  fastened  to  a  string  and  dragged  along  the  ground 
to  your  trap.  When  a  Mink  strikes  the  trail  thus  left 
he  will  usually  follow  it  until  canght.  This  is  a  plan 
often  pursued  by  professional  trappers  who  run  a  line 
of  traps  along  water  courses. 

HOW   TO  TRAP   AND   KILL.  WEASELS.* 

For  winter  trapping,  the  most  successful  is  the  Newhouse 
double-spring  Fox  trap.  Make  two  holes  in  leaf  of  trap,  get 
any  kind  of  a  small  bird  (Bnglish  Sparrow  Is  best),  tie  string 
around  body  of  bird,  under  feathers  of  back  and  wings,  and 
tie  fast  under  leaf  of  trap;  set  trap  under  rocks,  in  a  bed  of 
dry  ground,  where  snow  or  rain  cannot  reach  It,  and  cover  all 
but  leaf  and  bird  with  gravel.    The  Weasel  will  take  hold  of 

•The  Instructions  concerning  best  methods  of  destroying  Wea- 
sels given  here  are  those  employed  by  Mr.  Hugh  Malloy,  of 
Freeland,  Luzerne  county.  Pa.,  who  Is  undoubtedly  the  most 
successful  hunter  of  these  animals  In  the  State.  I  have  quoted 
Mr.  Malloy's  methods  substantially  as  he  sent  them  to  me.— 
B.  H.  Warren. 
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bird  and  pull  and  prpus  at  it  and  the  trap  will  catch  him  by 
the  head  every  time.  A  Mouse  or  fresh  beef -steak  will  also  do 
for  bait.  When  you  And  a  dead  Rabbit  which  a  Weasel  has 
killed  and  dragged  to  the  nearest  tree  that  is  hollow  at  the 
butt,  cut  a  stick  two  feet  lon^.  tie  hind  le^  of  Rabbit  to  one 
end  of  stick,  stand  end  of  stick,  with  Rabbit  on,  up  Id  the 
opening  of  the  tree,  put  other  end  on  the  firround  inside  of  the 
tree;  set  steel  trap  under  head  of  Rabbit;  Weasel  will  follow 
trail  of  Rabbit  on  ^ound.  and  in  trying  to  pull  the  Rabbit  off 
the  stick  will  get  in  the  trap.    Set  trap  llsiitly. 

HOW   TO     POISON     WEASELS     WITHOUT     DANGER     TO 
OTHER  ANIMALS. 

When  you  are  hunting  Rabbits  and  shoot  one,  cut  the  head 
off  at  once  while  the  blood  is  warm;  put  strychnine  in  head, 
place  it  in  a  Rabbit  or  Groundhog"  hole,  or  under  a  rock,  put 
stone  in  mouth  of  hole,  leaving  space  large  enough  for  the 
Weasel  to  enter,  and  it  Is  sure  death  for  either  Weasel.  Mink 
or    Skunk.  % 

I  found  several  dead  Rabbits  one  day  while  hunting  Foxes. 
I  always  carry  a  small  bottle  of  strychnine,  while  hunting.  1 
put  some  in  the  wound  in  each  Rabbit's  neck  and  fastened  it 
in  the  hole.  In  the  spring  I  found,  around  the  mouth  of  the 
hole,  five  Weasels,  four  brown  and  one  white,  dead.  You  can 
alj»o  take  English  Sparrows,  cut  them  on  breast,  put  strychnine 
in  the  opening  and  place  Sparrow  in  the  hole;  you  will  have 
game  very  plentiful  on  the  grounds  the  next  season. 

You  can  also  use  the  wire  trap  in  winter  by  putting  live 
Sparrows  in  it  and  feeding  them  with  bird  seeds,  oats  and 
wheat;  all  other  kinds  of  live  bait  will  die  with  cold  except 
the  Sparrow. 

HOW   TO    CATCH    WEASELS    IN    SUMMER. 

Take  wire  trap;  it  must  be  well-bound  with  extra  wires  or 
Weasel  will  bite  the  wires  together  and  get  out.  Put  oats, 
corn,  peanuts,  fresh  meat  and  half  of  apple  or  piece  of  tur- 
nip, as  food  and  drink,  for  Mouse,  Chipmunk  or  Squirrel;  set 
trap  on  the  mountain,  between  rocks,  or  large  live  bait  will  go 
in  after  the  food.  The  Weasel  will  see  the  Chipmunk,  Squir- 
rel or  Mouse  In  trap,  and  will  go  in  and  kill  the  bait  and  can- 
not get  out. 

When  the  Weasel  is  caught,  put  trap  in  water,  until  it  is 
covered  over  and  Weasel  will  drown.    Set  trap  for  other  Wea- 
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sels.  You  must  feed  your  live  bait  about  three  times  a  week. 
Live  Sparrows  will  do  all  right  at  any  time  of  the  year.  If 
there  are  no  Mice  or  Chipmunks  when  you  set  your  trap,  you 
must  catch  them  with  a  wire  trap  at  home  or  some  other  place 
and  put  them  In  the  trap.  Always  keep  good,  lively  bait  in 
your  trap  and  you  will  be  sure  to  catch  Weasels.  Do  not  be- 
come discouraged  if  you  have  a  trap  set  for  several  weeks 
without  getting  a  Weasel;  keep  feeding  your  bait  and  if  there 
are  any  Weasels  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  place,  you 
will  be  sure  to  get  them.  Remember,  if  you  are  a  hunter,  that 
killing  one  Weasel  on  your  hunting  grounds  will  save  hun- 
dreds of  game. 

GREAT  INCREASE  OF  GAME. 

Until  1893  I  only  knew  how  to  catch  Weasels  in  winter  with 
dead  bait;  when  weather  got  warm  I  could  not  trap  any.  In 
1893  I  began  experimenting  with  wire  trap;  I  found  that  they 
would  go  into  the  trap  and  kill  the  bait,  but  that  the  trap  could 
not  hold  them;  but  that  difficulty  I  overcame.  When  I  could 
only  catch  them  in  winter,  they  were  always  plentiful  the 
next  fall;  but  now  I  catch  all  I  can  in  winter  and  summer,  be- 
fore they  have  their  young  and  after  they  have  their  young, 
and  the  result  is,  farmers  are  successfully  raising  poultry 
again  and  game  has  increased  900  per  cent. 

In  1896  there  were  over  10,000  Rabbits  shot  within  three- 
fourths  of  a  mite  of  Freeland,  a  town  of  7,500  population. 

TO  TRAP  THE  SKUNK  AND  RACCOON. 

The  Skunk  is  caught  in  nnmorons  devices,  and,  as  it 
is  not  at  all  \^ary,  little  trouble  is  experienced  in 
trapping  it  Steel  traps,  box  traps  and  dead-falls,  are 
the  usual  methods  employed  in  this  region  for  their  de- 
struction. A  steel  trap  can  be  placed  at  the  entrance 
of  their  burrows,  covered  over  lightly  with  earth, 
leaves,  etc.,  and  piece  of  meat,  eggs,  or  mice  placed 
around  it. 

Raccoons  may  be  caught  by  placing  a  steel  trap, 
chained  to  a  log,  on  the  edge  of  a  stream  or  pond 
which  these  animals  are  known  to  frequent;  the  trap 
should  be  set  an  inch  or  two  below  the  water's  sur- 
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fare.  Tlie  bait:  a  fi^fh,  frog,  head  of  a  Pheasant,  Tur- 
kev  or  Cliieken,  scented  with  oiJ  of  anise,  and  hung 
about  two  feet  and  a  half  above  the  trap.  The  'Coon 
can  also  be  caught  in  the  V-shaped  pen  trap,  with  bail 
scented  with  oil  of  anise,  and  placed  far  back  in  the 
pen  and  the  trap  covered  over  at  entrance. 

SOME    METHODS   OF    DESTROYING    RATS. 

Rats  are  found  in  all  sections  of  the  State,  and  th<^ 
damage  they  do  in  the  poultry  yard,  besides  commit- 
ting great  injuries  in  other  ways,  is  frequently  far 
greater  than  that  done  by  all  other  preying  animals. 

Rats  are  particularly  cautious,  which,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  their  remarkable  cunning,  oftentimes  make 
it  a  difficult  and,  at  times,  almost  an  impossible  ta^ 
to  catch  or  destroy  them. 

Common  house  cats,  like  Weasels,  that  often  live 
about  bams  and  other  out-buildings,  frequently  do 
great  service  in  ridding  the  places  of  lyoth  Rats  and 
Mice,  but  sometimes  both  tlie  cat  and  Weasel  will  kill 
chickens.  The  Weasel,  when  it  begins  to  destroy 
poultry,  spares  neither  old  or  young  and  in  a  short 
time  will  slay  a  great  number.  Some  farmers  say 
they  like  to  have  Weasels  live  about  their  bams  and 
haystacks,  but  when  these  animals  frequent  such 
places  the  poultry  is  always  in  more  or  less  danger  of 
being  attacked. 

SHOOTING. 

The  writer  has  for  several  years  past  been  able, 
with  the  aid  of  a  shot  gun,  to  drive  Rats  away  from  his 
premises,  where,  at  irregular  intervals,  they  came 
from  neighboring  buildings.  About  eight  years  ago 
the  stable  at  mv  home   was  literallv  overrun   with 
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Kats.  PoisoD,  two  •jjood  cats,  and  steel  traps  failed 
to  make  any  perceptible  impression  on  them.  Fi- 
nally 1  took  a  shot  f^un  and  whenever  a  Kat  was  seen 
to  poke  its  head  out  of  a  hole  or  from  under  a  chicken 
house  or  run  acTuss  the  lawn  a  load  of  tine  shot  was 
sent  after  it.  In  the  course  of  a  week  about  a  dozen 
were  killed.  This  made  them  very  shy  and  they  were 
ran^y  seen  about  in  the  daytime,  but  they  remained 
about  the  buildings  and  continued  to  do  much  mis- 
chief in  the  night  time.  I  went  awav  from  home  and 
was  absent  two  weeks.  During  this  time  the  Rats 
had  not  bt^rn  shot  at  and  they  were  often  seen  about 
the  place  in  daytime.  I  determined  to  adopt  a  new 
mode  of  warfare,  as  it  had  been  suggested  to  me  that 
if  a  Rat  was  crippled  with  shot  it  would  be  far  bet- 
ter than  killing  it  outright.  I  stationed  myself  at  a 
point  whei^e  the  animals  usually  came  out,  and,  in 
two  days,  shot  six  with  a  .22  auxiliary  barrel,  the  cart- 
ridges for  which  were  loaded  with  about  70  pellets  of 
mustard-seed  shot.  Two  of  the  animals  were  very 
near  when  shot  at  and  both  were  unable  to  get  away 
from  the  holes,  but  the  others  were  only  crippled  and 
made  their  escape.  Two  days  after  the  occurrence 
the  Rats  left  the  place.  Since  that  time  the  sanie 
plan  has  been  adopted  when  the  Rats  made  their  ap 
pearance  and  as  soon  as  two  or  three  wounded  ones 
got  away  the  rest  speedily  left  the  premises. 

STRYCHNINE  AND  ARSENIC. 

These  dangerous  and  deadly  poisons  are  often  em- 
ployed with  good  success  to  kill  Rats.  The  use  of 
these  agents,  however,  is  attended  with  much  dan- 
ger, and  often  the  animals  which  eat  the  poisoned  food 
hide  under  floors,  in  walls  and  other  places  where  they 
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dt»coiupos(»  and  occasion  great  stench.  Strychnine,  a 
vc<i;etab)c  poison  and  vory  bitter  in  tafirte,  kills 
iH»irkly.  It  is  *»enerally  used  by  cutting  gashes  in 
pieces  of  meat  and  inserting  the  poison  in  the  incisions 
which  are  chased  together  and  the  meat  is  then  nailed 
to  a  board  or  plank  and  placed  in  runways  or  other 
places  wliere  Rats  go,  and  where  other  animals  can 
not  get  a<  it. 

Arsenic,  n  mineral  poison,  is  sweet  to  the  taste;  it 
is  <^ftt»n  used  in  conjunction  with  plaster  of  paris  and 
mixed  with  butter  which  is  spread  on  bread,  or  it  can 
he  mixtnl  with  dry  cornmeal  for  the  Rats.  Strych- 
nine is  far  more  deadly  and  certain  in  its  action  and 
il  destroys  its  victims  quickly.  Arsenic,  on  the  other 
hand,  while  it  causes  death,  kills  more  slowly  and 
causes  great  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  stom- 
ach, etc.  This  action  of  the  latter  agent  has  induced 
many  persons  to  recommend  its  use  in  preference  to 
strychnine,  as  it  is  claimed  the  Rats  will  leave  the 
buildings  and  go  to  water  to  allay  their  sufferings.  I 
do  not  recommend  the  use  of  either  of  these  poisons 
for  the  destruction  of  Rats  or  Mice,  as  the  use  of  such 
means  is  attended  with  gieat  danger  and  other  objec- 
tions. However,  if  you  do  use  them  it  is  well  to  bait 
the  aninials  foi*  several  days  \^ith  meat  or  meal  so 
they  will  become  accustomed  to  it  before  you  arrange 
the  j)oisoned  food  for  them. 

TRAPS. 

Different  kinds  of  wire  traps  are  sold  by,  dealers  for 
catching  Rats  and  many  of  them  for  a  time  answer 
the  purpose  very  well.  Various  hand-made  box-traps, 
snares  and  dead-falls  are^  also  used  more  or  less  sue- 
cessfullv  to  aid  in  exterminating  these  rodents.     Tlie 
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steel  traps,  smallest  sized  ones,  hidden  in  bran,  meal, 
or  covered  lightly  with  dirt  and  placed  in  runways  are 
often  very  effective.  When  a  Rat  is  caught  in  a  steel 
(rap  it  is  well  to  smoke  it  by  holding  it  over  buniiug 
paper  or  chicken  feathers  to  remove  all  traces  of  the 
first  victim  before  you  set  it  a  second  time. 

THE  WIRE  NOOSE. 

Rats  are  sometimes  caught  with  a  noose,  made  from 
fine  brass  wire,  fastened  at  one  end  by  a  nail  above, 
with  the  noose  hung  over  the  hole  they  come  out  of. 
If  this  method  is  employed  it  is  be«t  to  have  a  piece 
of  wire  without  a  noose  for  several  days  over  the  hole 
and  allow  the  free  end  of  fhe  wire  to  hang  in  front  or 
at  the  side  of  the  hole  so  the  wary  Rats  will  become 
accustomed  to  it.  They  will  then  be  much  more  likely 
to  get  ensnared  in  the  noose  when  it  is  set  for  them. 

THE  MILK  CAN  TRAP. 

A  farmer  in  Bradford  county  employs  the  follow- 
ing m<^thod  in  killing  Rats  with  good  success.  Con- 
cerning it  he  says:  Take  a  large  milk  can — such  as  is 
used  to  ship  milk — which  will  hold  forty  or  fifty 
quarts,  place  a  board  alongside  of  the  can,  so  Rats  can 
run  up  to  tlie  top  or  mouth  of  can,  and  put  a  piece  of 
board  inside  of  can  long  enough  to  reach  from  top  to 
bottom  of  the  vessel :  then  scatter  com,  wheat,  oats  or 
meal  over  bottom  of  can.  The  bait  should  be  replen- 
ished for  several  days  so  that  the  Rats  will  become 
accustomed  to  it  and  know  where  they  o^n  get  a  good 
square  meal.  Then  remove  the  board  from  the  inside. 
The  Rats  will  run  up  the  outside  board  and  jump  into 
can  and  cannot  get  out.  As  many  as  eight  or  ten  of 
these  animals  have  been  caught  in  one  night  in  this 
45*-lI 
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way;  and  the  trap  can  generally  be  used  for  several 
HUcceKsivo  nights  before  the  Rats  learn  to  keep  away 
from  it. 

THE    BARREL    TRAPS. 

Rat  traps  made  out  of  ordinary  water-tight  barrels 
arc  i>ei4iaps  the  b€«t  kind  of  traps  that  can  be  used  to 
destroy  these  troublewome  household  pests.  They  are 
made  as  follows:  Take  a  water-tight  barrel  and  pour 
into  it  water  to  the  depth  of  12  or  15  inches;  then  take 
a  very  thick  and  strong  piece  of  paper,  dampen  it  and 
stretch  it  over  the  top  of  the  barrel,  and  tie  or  securely 
fasten  it  around  the  top  of  the  barrel  with  rope,  twine, 
or  annealed  wire.  The  paper  when  it  gets  dry  be- 
comes flat  and  tightens.  Place  the  barrel  in  the  cel- 
lar or  bam  or  anywhere  where  the  Rats  can  easily 
jump  on  it,  and  put  pieces  of  cheese,  meat,  cake  or 
any  food  the}  like,  provided  it  has  no  fluid  in  it  to 
dampen  the  paper,  and  allow  the  Rats  to  come  and 
visit  it  for  a  week  or  ten  days  until  they  become  ac- 
customed to  regularly  visit  the  barrel  for  their  meals. 
Of  course,  the  food  materials  must  be  renewed  on  the 
paper  as  fast  as  they  are  carried  off  by  the  vermin. 
When  you  are  convinced  that  the  Rats  are  not  sus- 
picious of  the  affair  cut  two  long  slits  in  the  paper  so 
as  to  divide  the  cover  into  four  parts  then  glue  the 
bait — same  kind^  as  were  used  before  paper  was  cut — 
to  the  top  of  paper  so  that  the  Rats  can  see  it  as  they 
(lid  on  ninny  previous  occasions.  They  come  fear- 
lessly to  the  barrel,  jump  down  and  go  into  the  water. 
In  this  way  large  numbers  are  caught.  The  paper 
will  s[»ring  back  to  its  place  when  the  Rats  pass 
through  it.  Sometimes  thin  steel  springs  are  at- 
tached to  sides  of  barrel  and  extend  to  point  where 
slits  in  paper  cross;    this  Is  to  make  it  certain  that 
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each  piece  of  pQper  will  fly  back  in  place  when 
the  Rats  strike  it  and  fall  through.  If  theee  thin 
strips  of  steel  are  used  they  should  be  very  light. 

Another  kind  of  a  barrel  trap  consists  of  a  water- 
tight barrel  with  a  platform  which  is  fixed  by  hinges 
inside  of  the  barrel  so  it  will  fit  the  opening  near  the 
top  but  not  come  in  contact  with  the  sides.  This 
platform  can  be  locked  with  nails, or  scrie^ws  and  baited 
for  several  days  and  placed  in  the  haunts  of  Rats  and 
the  screws  or  nails  can  be  removed  and  the  bait,  fast- 
ened to  the  board  platform  with  fine  wire,  will  attract 
the  Rats  to  it.  AVhen  they  jump  upon  the  platform 
it  turns  over  and  the  animals  slide  into  the  -water, 
and  if  the  revolving  platform  is  properly  weighted  it 
will  assume  its  proper  place. 

OWLS  DO  THE  WORK  WELL. 

While  it  is  true  that  these  and  other  methods  may 
be  employed  with  more  or  less  success  in  destroying 
rodents,  experience  proves  that  none  of  them  are  su- 
perior and  few  are  equal  to  Chvls  in  ridding  cellars 
and  other  buildings  of  both  Rats  and  Mice.  When 
your  premises  are  infested  with  Rats  o-r  Mice  and  you 
have  a  cellar  or  building  which  these  rodents  inhabit, 
and  the  place  can  be  kept  closed  so  the  bird  cannot  es- 
cape, you  can  soon  get  rid  of  the  unwelcome  inhabi- 
tants by  getting  a  live  Great  Honied  Owl  or  a  Barred 
Owl,  either  of  which  will,  in  a  short  time,  destroy  all 
the  Rats  and  Mice  in  the  place.  The  little  Screech 
Owl  confined  in  the  same  way  will  destroy  Mice  and 
sometimes  will  attack  and  kill  Rats,  particulnrly 
vounjr  ones. 
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THE    GREAT    HORNED   OWL.   AS    A    RATTER. 

Mr.  Hinjamin  M.  Everhart,  the  Chester  county 
boUmist  and  naturalist,  who  some  years  ago  did  a 
wholesale  grocery  business  in  West  Oiiester,  Pa.,  gives 
th«*  fi)llowin|r  as  his  experience  with  a  Great  Horned 
Owl. 

"The  cellar  and  buUdin^  where  we  had  our  grrocerles  was 
literally  overrun  with  Rats.  I  tried  a  barrel-trap  and  caught 
a  gtyod  many,  but  this  and  other  devices  made  no  perceptible 
decrease  In  their  numbers.  One  day  I  obtained  a  young-  Great 
Horned  Owl.  nearly  full  feathered,  and  put  him  In  the  cellar 
where  the  Rats  were  doing  much  mischief.  The  bird  was  fed 
on  fresh  meat,  birds  and  dead  Rats  and  Mice,  and  in  a  abort 
time  became,  apparently,  well  contented  in  his  new  and  dark 
home,  where  he  grew  quite  tame  and  learned  to  know  me.  He 
occupied  a  perch  near  the  middle  of  the  cellar,  and  close  to 
the  floor  above  the  same.  One  day  I  took  a  lot  of  wheat,  corn 
and  oats  and  spread  them  on  the  floor  and  covered  these  over 
loosely  with  some  straw.  This  proved  to  be  a  most  alluring  bait 
for  the  Rats.  They  came  there  to  feed  and  the  Owl  would  fly 
down  and  kill  and  eat  them.  In  a  short  time  he  killed  or  drove 
off  all  the  Rats." 

THE    BARRED    OWL   AND    RATS. 

})v.  A.  K.  Fisher,  Ornithologist  of  the  Biological  Sur- 
vey, Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  G., 
says  that  an  acquaintance  of  his  who  owns  a  brewery 
in  New  York  State,  tried  in  vain  for  several  years  to 
destroy  the  Rats  and  Mice  which  lived  in  the  place 
where  his  gniins  were  stored.  Finally  one  day  he  ob- 
tained from  a  boy  a  live  Barred  Owl  and  put  it  in  the 
grain  room.  The  Owl  got  down  to  business  at  once 
and  ill  a  few  months  killed  all  the  rodents  in  the 
[dace. 

THE    9CREIBCH    OWL.   AND   MICE. 

Tli(»  Screech  Owl  is  fond  of  Mice  and  if  one  is  kept 
in  a  cellar  where  these  troublesome  little  pests  are  it 
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will  siioii  clear  them  out.  I  have  on  two  or  three  oe- 
easiouH  tried  this  way  of  dealing  with  Mice,  and  eacli 
time  it. was  successfnl. 

SOME   METHODS  OF  TRAPPING   FOXES. 

Foxes  are  exceedingly  wary  and  they  are  among 
the  most  difficult  of  all  animals  to  catch  in  traps. 
Sometimes,  but  not  often,  Foxes  are  caught  in  a  dwid- 
fall.  Si-nator  Lafayette  Rowland,  of  IMke  county, 
where  Foxes  are  numerous,  who  lost  a  great  many 
chickens  and  turkeys  from  the  repeated  visits  of  these 
sneaking  animals,  which  came  from  their  dens  in  the 
mountains  about  a  half  mile  from  his  premises  and 
carried  off  the  poultry  in  the  daytime  as  well  as  in  the 
night,  has  practiced  a  novel  plan  with  good  success 
of  capturing  them.     He  describes  it  as  follows: 

"I  built  a  slat  pen  or  coop  in  a  woods  back  of  my  house  and 
put  a  rooster  and  duck  in  it  and  left  a  couple  of  slats  at  one  end 
so  the  Fox,  by  a  little  effort,  could  get  in.  The  first  nig:ht  he 
oanre  to  the  coop  but  did  not  find  the  place  to  go  in.  He  re- 
turned the  second  night  and  got  in  and  killed  the  duck  but  the 
young  rooster  got  away.  I  then  threw  some  chickens'  heads  and 
meat  in  the  pen  and  shot  some  sparrows  and  threw  them  with 
the  heads  and  entrails  of  ducks  and  chickens  on  the  ground 
about  the  pen  and  continued  to  bait  the  Foxes  in  this  way  for 
about  a  week.  Then  I  took  four  strong  steel  traps  and  covered 
them  over  with  moss,  leaves  and  dirt— very  loosely  placed  bo 
covering  would  not  clog  the  traps  and  prevent  them  from  hold- 
ing the  Fox — and  set  them  at  different  places  around  the  pen, 
where  another  duck  was  confined.  This  plan  worked  admirably 
and  I  caught  several  Foxes." 

THE  TRAP  AND  BED. 

To  be  successful  in  trapping  Foxes,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  your  steel  trap  should  be  cleiin  and 
free  from  rust,  and  it  should  not  be  handled  with  the 
bare  hands;  always  handle  your   trap   with    gloves; 
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buckskin  are  probabl.v  Ihe  best.  Foxes  are  very  wary 
about  approaching  the  most  tempting  bait  when  they 
discover  the  scent  of  a  human  being,  and  many  other 
animals  are  likewise  afraid  of  it;  hence,  when  handling 
ti'aps  for  any  animal,  cover  your  hands  with  buckskin 
gloves.  In  getting  a  steel  trap  ready  to  catch  a  Fox, 
it  should,  as  already  stated,  be  perfectly  clean  and 
every  trace  of  rust  removed;  then  washed  in  weak  lye, 
greased  and  dried.  Then  it  should  be  well  smoked  by 
holding  over  burning  hens'  feathers.  After  this  is 
done  some  recommend  that  both  the  trap  and  chain 
should  be  smeared  all  over  with  beeswax.  To  do  this 
melt  the  beeswax  and  smear  it  with  a  feather.  At- 
tach the  free  end  of  the  chain  to  a  log,  about  two  or 
two  and  one-half  feet  long  and  eight  or  ten  inches  in 
circumference,  to  serve  as  a  drag  to  impede  the  Fox 
when  he  gets  into  the  trap.  But  before  you  fix  the 
trap  as  described  above  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  '*bed" 
for  it.  This  is  done  in  the  following  manner:  T^ie 
bed  should  be  made  on  level  ground  and  cover  a  space 
of  about  nine  or  ten  feet  in  circumference  and  about 
an  inch  and  a-half  deep.  The  materials  used  to  make 
the  bed  are  buckwheat  chaff,  which  experienced  trap- 
pers claim  is  the  best,  wheat  chaff,  or  oat  chaff;  wood 
ashes  and  moss  are  also  sometimes  used  with  satisfac- 
tory results.  This  should  be  bajted  for  at  least  a 
week,  before  a  trap  is  set,  with  scraps  of  cheese,  pieces 
of  fresh  meat,  heads  of  chickens,  turkeys,  or  Pheasants 
or  English  Sparrows — heads  and  all — will  answer. 
This  bed,  of  course,  is  made  in  some  place  where 
Foxes  are  accustomed  to  wander  on  food-hunting  ex- 
peditions, and  when  they  become  acquainted  with  the 
place,  the  trap  should  be  set  and  covered  up  In  the 
chaff;  a  thin  piece  of  paper  should  be  placed  over  pan 


Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 


719 

of  trap  so  that  the  covering  will  not  prevent  it  from 
working  proi>erly.  Strew  some  bait  on  bed  about  the 
trap  and  scatter  some  also  around  at  some  distance 
from  the  trap.  Avoid  walking  around  or  on  the  bed 
and  do  not  spit  on  or  about  the  bed.  If  you  leave  any 
tracks  in  the  snow  take  a  sieve  and  till  them  up  with 
'  fine  snow.  In  going  to  and  fi-om  the  trap  always  step 
in  the  same  tracks.  It  is  also  a  good  plan,  experienced 
trappers  claim,  to  take  a  feather  and  sprinkle  over  the 
bed,  after  trap  is  set,  a  little  oil  of  amber,  lavender 
water  or  musk.  The  Fox  is  also  often  caught  with  a 
steel  trap  carefully  hidden,  as  previously  described 
and  the  bait  a  bird — Sparrow,  Pheasant  or  Chicken — 
suspended  above  the  trap  as  shown  in  illustration 
"How  to  Fool  a  Fox." 

The  entrails  of  a  sheep  or  Deer  can  be  dragged  over 
the  ground  for  some  distance  in  a  field  where  Foxes 
come  to  hunt  their  food,  and  then  bury  tliem  in  -loose 
earth  and  make  a  small  mound  over  them;  cover  this 
with  chaif  or  wood  ashes  and  set  a  steel  trap  on  either 
side  of  the  elevation.  After  placing  the  traps,  scent 
with  lavender  water  or  musk.  A  bird,  fowl  or  Rabbit 
can  also  be  used  in  place  of  entrails. 

Another  method,  and  one  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing illustration,  is  often  successfully  employed  by  ex 
periencod  trappers.  The  chain  must  not  show  any- 
where, and  it  is  better  to  cover  chain  in  water,  with 
mud,  stones  or  gravel.  The  trap  should  not  be  over 
eighteen  inches  from  the  shore,  and  not  more  than 
an  inch  and  a-half  under  water.  A  sod  just  the  size 
of  the  inside  of  the  trap  with  open  jaws  must  be  cut 
to  rest  on  the  i>an.  In  order  to  prevent  the  weight 
of  the  sod  from  springing  the  trap  it  is  necessary  to 
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8i]pport  it  from  below  with  an  upright  stick.  Tbe 
bait,  a  dead  duck,  sniiH*  or  rabbit,  is  placed  on  the 
water  outside  of  the  trap  and  anchored  there  with  a 
stone  or  bv  a  peg  and  twine  string.  The  Fox  i«  very 
apt  to  step  on  the  sod  that  covers  the  trap  to  reach 
tlii.4  bait  when  he  sees  it. 
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UEADS. 

It  ha8  been  clearly  shown  on  previous  pages  that, 
except  in  the  counties  of  Crawford  and  Lawrence, 
there  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  Pennsylvania  for  the 
enactment  of  bounty  laws. 

At  every  session  of  our  Legislature  for  many  years' 
past  scalp  or  bounty  measures  were  presented  and  it 
was  only  by  the  most  energetic  work  both  in  commit- 
tee and  on  the  floors  of  the  Senate  and  House  that 
bills  including  numerous  species  of  birds  and  mam- 
mals were  defeated.  The  fact  that  a  few  species  of 
Hawks  and  one  or  two  kinds  of  Owls  are  very  de- 
structive to  i>oultry  and  game,  has  caused  such  a  uni- 
versal prejudice  against  the  raptorial  birds  that  every 
one  which  is  known  by  the  name  "Hawk"  or  "Owl'^  is 
placed  on  the  black  list  and  a  bounty  is  advocated  for 
its  destruction. 

A  FEATHERED  PEST. 

Tlie  English  Sparrow  is  justly  despised  by  farmers, 
horticulturists,  naturalists  and  all  other  persons  who 
love  and  desire  to  protect  our  native  song  and  insec- 
tivorous birds.  Tlie  bad  habits  of  the  English  Spar- 
row are  so  well-known  that  a  number  of  farmers' 
clubs,  Pomona  and  subordinate  grange  organizations 
throughout  the  State  have,  in  recent  years,  when 
called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  concerning  this  bird, 
favored,  by  almost  unanimous  votes,  a  bounty  to  be 
paid  by  the  State  for  his  miserable  head.  The  enmity 
against  the  English  Sparrow  is  so  pronounced  in  our 
farming  communities  that  at  an  annual  meeting  of  tlie 
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Pennsylvania  State  Grange,  P.  of  H.,  tlie  largest,  and, 
by  far,  the  most  inMnential  organized  body  of  farmers 
in  the  Commonwealth,  resolutions  were  passed  urging 
the  State  Ix^gisluture  to  allow  a  bounty  of  a  few  ct^nts 
each  on  every  English  Sparrow  slain. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  if  English  Spar- 
rows were  all  destroyed  it  would  be  a  great  blessing, 
but  this  is  not  feasible  through  a  bounty  act.  A  num- 
ber of  States  and  counties  have  tried  this  method  of 
exteiminating  this  feathered  pest  and  it  haa  always 
been  a  failure. 

WANT  BOUNTIES  FOR  NUMEROUS  ANIMALS. 

Tlie  data  collected  by  our  State  Board  of  Game 
Commissioners  shows  plainly  that  there  is  a  growing 
sentiment  in  favor  of  paying  bounties  for  the  King- 
fisher, the  Fish  Hawk,  Herons,  Bitterns,  "Pish  Ducks*' 
Jind  even  Water  Snakes,  all  of  which  devour  different 
species  of  the  finny  tribes.  The  writer  has,  since  the 
latter  part  of  1885,  devoted  a  great  deal  of  study  to 
the  effect  of  bounty  laws  and  has,  during  the  last 
eleven  years,  visited  almost  every  county  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, attending  institutes,  grange  meetings,  etc., 
where  abundant  opportunity  was  hei^  to  acquaint 
himself  with  the  views  of  those  who  engage  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  This  experience,  together  with  infor- 
mation received  through  circulars,  letters,  etc.  un- 
fortunatel}'  compels  the  writer  to  say  that  at  present 
(April,  1897)  if  the  representatives  from  the  counties* 
other  than  Allegheny  and  Philadelphia  (where  the 
average  voter  seems  to  pay  little  or  no  attention  to 
how  his  Senator  or  member  of  the  House  votes)  were 

•Possibly  In  Crawford  and  Lawrence  counties  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  are  opposed  to  paying  bounties  on  account  of  rea* 
sons  elsewhere  mentioned. 
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called  upou  to  vote,  as  a. majority  of  their  constituents 
liave  said,  they  would  favor  bounty  acts  which,  in  the 
main,  would  cause  an  enormous  money  expenditure 
and  also  practically  exterminate  many  of  our  most 
•  beneficial  animals. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  this  is  the  true  state  of  af- 
fairs in  Pennsylvania,  I  have  prepared  this  document 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  will  be  sought  after,  and  if 
it  reaches,  as  it  should,  those  who  are  interested  in 
agriculture,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  do  a  vast  amount 
of  good  by  correcting  many  erroneous  opinions  which 
exist  about  different  birds  and  mammals. 

Any  fair  minded  and  unbiased  person  must  admit 
that,  with  all  the  educational  advantages  of  which 
this  great  Commonwealth  so  proudly  boasts,  it  is 
lamentable  to  admit  that  Zoological  science  has  been 
so  neglected  that  county  officials  in  numerous  parts  of 
the  State,  when  called  upon  in  an  official  capacity  to 
receive  the  heads  of  birds  and  mammals  under  scalp 
acts,  were  unable  to  distinguish,  in  some  cases,  re- 
mains of  domesticated  animals,  such  as  turkeys,  chick- 
ens, dogs,  kittens,  ferrets,  mules  and  colts,  from 
Hawks,  Owls,  Wolves,  Wildcats,  Poxes,  Minks,  Squir- 
rels, Weasels  and  Rabbits.  That  this  ignorance  has 
existed  in  recent  years  there  is  no  doubt,  as  I  have  in 
my  possession  the  heads  of  a  number  of  animais  which 
were  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington, 
D.  0.,  and  to  my  office,  by  county  officials,  as  heads  of 
Hawks,  Owls,  Wildcats,  Minks  and  Weasels,  but  ex- 
amination proved  them  to  be,  first,  in  the  way  of  birds: 

Pheasant  or  RuflFed  Grouse, 
Sharp-tailed  Orouse, 
Common  Chicken, 
Wild  Turkey  (female), 
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American  Herring  Cjiill, 

Shrike  or  Butcher  Bird, 

Nighthawk) 

Whip-poor-will, 

Homed  Grebe  (male), 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo, 

Common  Robin, 

Turkey  Vulture, 
Second,  in  the  line  of  mammals,  the  following: 

Opossum, 

Jack  Rabbit, 

Fox  Squirrel, 

Chipmunk, 

Plying  Squirrel, 

Red  Squirrel, 

Gray  Squirrel, 

Ferret. 

The  heads  of  some  of  these  birds  and  other  animals 
last  mentioned  have  been  reproduced  on  the  plates  at 
the  end  of  this  chapter.  These  heads  show  much 
better  than  any  pen  pictures  could  do  the  absolute 
need  of  a  document  which  will  clearly  show  the  dif- 
ferences between  domesticated  and  wild  animals  of 
both  furred  and  feathered  kinds. 

A  BAD  CLASS  OF  CATS. 

There  is  a  certain  class  of  common  house  cats, 
which,  in  the  course  of  their  noisy  and  blood-thiraty 
careers,  becomei  dissatisfied  with  the  comforts  and 
trials  they  have  about  human  habitations. 

Some  assert  these  felinea  have  been  disappointed 
in  love  affairs;  others  affinn  it  is  because  they  have, 
with  the  assist^ance  of  the  English  Sparrow  and  hat- 
bird  hunters,  practically  destroyed  all  the  native  birds 
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in  the  yards,  lawns  and  orchards  they  frequent;  and, 
as  the  young  of  domesticated  fowls  are  carefully 
guarded  by  their  owners,  these  cats  thirst  for  feath- 
ered game,  and,  like  hermits,  hie  away  and  live  in 
retirement  in  woods  and  thickets. 

Members  of  the  feline  tribe  which  thus  retire  to  live 
become  exceedingly  wild  and  wary;  and  they  are  fre- 
quently met  with  in  many  sections  of  the  State.  They 
are  almost,  if  not  equally,  as  bad  about  destroying 
game,  such  as  Pheasants,  Turkeys,  Quail  and  Rabbits, 
as  are  the  Foxes  and  true  Wildcat  or  Bay  Lynx. 

The  name  of  "Wildcat"  is  applied  to  these  feral  rep- 
resentatives of  the  domestic  cat  tribe  by  many  hunters 
and  woodsmen,  and  possibly  when  heads  and  ears  of 
such  animals  have  been  presented  for  bounties  in 
some  of  the  counties,  it  was  done  with  no  intention  of 
dcH-eption  nor  with  a  knowledge  that  the  common 
house  cat  was  being  substituted  for  the  true  Wildcat 
or  Bay  Lynx. 

HISTORY   OF   HEADS   SHOV^N   ON   PLATKS. 

Tlie  ears  of  several  of  the  mammal  heads  illustrated 
on  the  plates  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  are  wanting; 
Hiis  is  due  to  the  fact  tliat  they  were  cut  off  and 
bimied  by  the  officials  who  accejited  them  and  paid 
bounties  for  them.     These  heads  are  all  life  size. 

OPOSSUM,    RABBIT,   WILD   AND  TAtME   CATS. 

The  0[K»ssum  head,  that  of  a  young  one  about  tw(^ 
tliirds  grown,  was  sent  to  the  office  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  from  one  of  the  counties  in  Central 
Pennsylvania,  with  the  statement  that  it  was  either 
a  young  Wildcat  or  young  Catamount,  and  as  there 
was  a  disi>ute  about  it  among  some  hunters  where  it 
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was  shot,  the  justice  of  the  peace  had  not  burned  the 
head,  but  had  clipped  off  the  ears  and  sent  the  rest 
of  the  head  for  identification  and  to  settle  the  dispute. 
I  also  had  the  heads  of  two  house  cats — old  and 
grizzled  ones — which  had  been  paid  for  a»  Wildcats. 
The  Jack  Rabbit's  head  has  its  ears  chopped  off,  and 
a  hunter  realized  for  this  'animal,  which  was  also 
called  a  Wildcat,  two  dollars.  There  are  no  Jack 
Rabbits  in  Pennsylvania  in  a  wild  state;  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  this  one  was  purchased  at  some  mar- 
ket, "fixed  up,"  and  deliberately  presented  to  deceive 
some  easy,  or  very  ic^norant  official. 

SQUIRRELS  AND  WBA^ELS. 

Heads,  on  which  premiums  had  been  paid,  of  both 
the  Fox  Squirrel  and  the  light-colored  form  of  the 
Gray  Squirrel,  were  sent  to  our  office  at  Harrisburg 
for  identification.  The  heads  of  the  two  Squirrels 
shown  on  the  plate  have  been  reproduced  from 
mounted  specimens,  as  the  heads  which  I  had  of  these 
two  species  were  consumed  in  the  recent  fire  which 
destroyed  my  office.  The  reproduction  of  normal 
heads  of  these  two  species  of  Squirrels,  which  are 
(^onlmon  in  the  markets,  will  no  doubt  serve  in  the 
future  to  educate  officials  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
identify  "heads  and  ears"  which  ignorant  or  dishonest 
scalp  hunters  may  present  for  premiums.  The  heads 
of  the  Black  Squirrel  (Fig.  1),  the  Flying  Squirrel  (Fig. 
2),  and  the  Chipmunk  (Fig.  3), — a  partial  albino — were 
sent  to  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Washington,  D.  C.  by  county  commission- 
ers or  justices  of  the  peace  in  Pennsylvania  for  identi- 
fication.   Tlie  Black  Squirrel    was   called    a    "Black 
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Mink,"  the  Flying  Squirrel  a  young  Weasel,  and  the 
odd-colored  Chipmunk  a  "Weasel." 

DOGS   AND   WOLVE3S. 

There  are  in  this  State  cur  dogs  which,  in  general 
color  and  appearance  of  the  head,  do  not  look  unlike 
Wolves.  The  heads  lof  such  animals,  from  all  ac- 
counts, have  in  the  past  frequently  been  used  by 
scalp  hunters  to  deceive  county  officials,  who 
accepted  them  as  Wolves.  The  resemblance  between 
these  cur  dogs  and  Wolves  is  so  great  that  it  is  not  at 
all  surprising  that  they  were  substituted  for  Wolves, 
which,  as  already  stated  on  previous  pages,  have  no 
doubt  been  exterminated  in  this  State. 

In  1885  or  1886,  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird,  examined  a  num- 
ber  of  "Wolf  scalps"  from  Pennsylvania,  on  whicli 
premiums  had  been  paid.  Investigation  showed  that 
these  so-called  "Wolf  scalps^'  had  been  made  from 
pelts  of  Red  Foxes  and  a  couple  of  Woodehucks. 
Many  and  probably  all  of  the  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia which  border  other  States  were  called  upon  to  pay 
bounties  for  animals  killed  or  caught  outside  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Fur  dealers  say  that  many  of  the  Fox(*s 
and  Minks  which  they  buy  from  hunters  in  the  south- 
(M*u  part  of  New  York  State  have  the  ears  clipped  off. 
The  huntci'^,  when  questioned  aboniit  such  mutilation, 
say  the  animals  came  from  Pennsylvania.  This  prob- 
ably, in  many  instances,  is  true,  but  there  seems  to  be 
very  good  ground  for  believing  that  a  good  many  of 
the  hunters  and  trappers  of  the  Empire  State,  when 
they  obtain  si^h  animals  as  Poxes,  Minks  and  Wild- 
cats, carry  thein  over  the  Slate  line  and  obtain  boun- 
ties which  the  Pennsylvania  lawmakers  have  provided 
each  county  shaH  pay. 
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The  Scranton  Tribune  of  Manli  11,  1897,  contains 
the  following  conceining  a  "AYolf  on  which  bountv 
was  recehtly  paid  in  Lackawanna  county: 

"John  R.  Johnson  stalked  Into  the  commissioners*  office  yes- 
terday and  flourishinfr  an  affidavit  to  the  effect  that  he  had 
killed  a  Wolf  at  Waverly  January  1,  1897,  asked  for  the  ten 
dollars,  which  bounty  the  State  allows  for  the  slaugrhter  of  the 
most   detested  and   feared   of   farm   pests. 

"The  commissioners  didn't  like  to  cast  any  reflections  on  the 
powers  of  the  Justice  of  the  r)eace  of  Waverly  to  differentiate 
between  the  pelt  of  a  Wolf  and  that  of  an  overgrown  dog  but 
they  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  they  were  at  least  loth  to 
believe  that  It  would  be  generally  accepted  that  Wolves  are 
to  be  found  in  this  region.  Commissioner  Giles  Roberts,  who 
halls  from  up  Waverlyway,  vowed  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
a  Wolf  being  seen  In  those  parts,  although  there  might  be 
home  I  naming  about  in  raiment  other  than  that  which  would 
naturally  cover  a  wolf. 

"These  misgivings,  however,  could  not  hold  out  against  the 
Johnson's  affidavit  that  he  shot  a  Wolf;  dqulre  Smith's  affirma- 
tion that  It  was  a  Wolf  and  that  Its  ears  had  been  cut  from  the 
I>elt,  that  the  ears  were  cut  off  and  burned  In  his  presence  and 
that  It  was  unmistakably  the  pelt  of  a  Wolf. 

"Johnson  got  his  ten  dollars  and  went  forth  to  shoot  more 
Wolves." 

FEATHERED    HBIADS. 

While  much  deception,  thronp^h  both  ignorance  and 
fraud,  was  practiced  by  substituting  the  remains  of 
wild  and  domesticated  animals  for  the  heads  and  ears 
of  mammals  on  w  hich  bounties  were  paid,  this  kind  of 
work  was  carried  to  the  greatest  extent  in  the  way  of 
feathered  animals.  Owls  and  Hawks,  from  which  the 
heads  w  ere  cut  off,  were,  in  some  instances,  so  manip- 
ulated by  skillful  and  ingenious  scalp  hunters,  who 
possessed  some  knownledge  of  the  art  of  taxidermy, 
that  in  one  insftance  which  came  to  my  notice  a  single 
Long  eared  Owl,  was  so  "worked  up"  that  it  netted  the 
liunter  <me  and  a  half  dollars.     The  neck  was  cut  off 
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close  to  the  body  jaid  also  at  the  base  of  the  skull,  the 
flesh  of  the  neck  was  allo\v-<.*(l  to  remain  and  the  bill 
of  some  bird  of  prey  was  held  securely  to  one  end  of 
the  mass  by  fine  wire;  the  second  head  was  raanufac- 
■  tured  from  breast  ineat  (apparently),  and  feathers  of 
body  with  the  bill  of  an  Owl.  These  two  bogus  heads, 
with  those  of  a  lot  of  Hawks  and  Owls  and  three  or 
four  common  Weasels,  twenty  in  all,  were  seen  in  th(» 
olTice  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  ready  to  burn  when  he 
«i:ol  a  ffood  hot  fire  started  in  his  stove. 

TURKEY    BUZZARDS   AND    SPARROWS. 

The  Turkey  Vulture  (Pig.  1),  was  paid  for  as  an 
'*Eagle-hawk,^'  which  was  described  by  the  scalp  hun 
ter  who  got  the  bounty  for  it  as  "being  very  bad  on 
poultry,  especially  young  turkeys."  The  English 
Sparrow  (Fig.  2),  with  the  heads  of  some  other  birds — 
Hawks  and  Owls — and  an  immature  male  Pine  Gros- 
beak and  a  common  Robin — came  to  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird 
from  county  commissioners  or  other  officials  in  the 
western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1885  or  1886,  as  the 
heads  of  birds  of  prey.  The  fact  that  these  and  other 
remains  of  both  birds  and  mammals  were  sent  to 
Prof.  Baird  and  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  identification  shows  plainly 
that  the  officials  who  sent  them  were  sincere  in  the 
belief  that  they  were  heads  of  some  si>ecies  of  bird  or 
mammal  mentioned  in  the  scalp  act  of  June  23,  1885. 

The  heads  of  the  Pheasant  or  Ruffed  Grouse  (Fig. 
1),  and  the  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  (Fig.  2),  came  from 
Prof.  Baird's  collection  of  Pennsylvania  heads.  The 
Sharp-tailed  Grouse  is  not  found  in  this  Common 
wealth  in  a  wild  state,  but  the  birds  are  common  in 
manv  of  our  markets. 
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SEA  GUXjLS.  cuckoos,  ETC. 

At  least  two  lieadM  of  the  American  Herring  Gull 
were  paid  for  as  Hawks  under  the  act  of  1885.  The 
one  illustrated  was  presented  to  nie  by  Prof.  S.  F. 
liaird,  and  another  of  the  same  species,  killed  along 
the  Susquehanna  river,  was  sent  to  my  oflBce  for  iden- 
tification. The  Gull  received  from  Prof.  Baird  was 
called  a  '* White  Hawk."  The  head  of  the  Yellow- 
billed  Cuckoo  (Fig.  3),  was  also  sent  to  Prof.  Baird 
ius  the  head  of  a  *'Small  Hawk"  of  some  unknown  but 
detrimental  species.  The  Whip-poor-will  (Fig.  1),  and 
Xighthawk  (Fig.  2),  heads  were  secured  by  the  writer 
from  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  heads  of  a  female 
Wild  Turkey  (Fig  1),  and  a  common  domesticated  hen 
(Fig.  2),  were  sent  to  Prof.  Baird  as  "Hawk  heads." 

The  Fish  Hawk,  from  which  Fig.  1  has  been  repro- 
duced, was  shot  along  the  Brandy  wine  Creek.  The 
man  who  offered  it  for  bounty  explained  how  much 
damage  it  had  done  to  his  chickens,  and  how,  for  sev- 
eral days,  it  had  lingered  near  his  dwelling  watching 
for  and  killing  chickens  and  ducks.  On  examination 
this  Fish  Hawk^s  stomach  showed  it  contained  only 
the  remains  of  fish.  The  Cooper's  Hawk,  in  downy 
dress,  (Fig.  2),  came  from  Crawford  county  where,  it 
is  claimed,  the  eggs  of  this  and  other  si>ecies  of  Hawks 
and  Owls  were  collected  and  hatched  out  under  hens 
or  with  incubators. 

The  illustrations  of  the  adults,  male  and  female, 
Marsh  Hawks,  an»  those  of  a  beneficial  species  which 
were  killed  in  considerable  numbers  by  scalp  hunters. 
The  heads  of  the  Cooper's  Hawks  (adult  and  young  or 
immature)  show  the  species  in  different  plumage. 
This  Hawk  is  one  of  the  worst  feathered  pests  the 
poultry  raiser  has  to  contend  with. 
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The  two  beads  of  Goshawks  (adult  and  young  or  iui 
mature),  illustrate  another  species  of  the  detrimental 
Hawks  which  destroy  much  game,  poultry  and  the 
smaller  kinds  of  wild  song  birds.  The  two  heads  of 
Ited-shouldered  Hawks  (adult  and  young,  the  latter 
known  to  the  older  ornithological  writers  as  Winter 
Falcon),  illustrate  a  species  which  is  beneficial,  as 
it  rarely  preys  on  poultry  or  game,  but  subsists 
largely  on  mice,  frogs,  grasshoppers  and  beetles. 
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